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INTRODUCTION 


]~>oiu:rt  stuart  was  born  at  Callander,  Scotland,  February  19, 

1  785,  and  came  to  America  in  1807  to  join  his  uncle,  David 
Stuart,  in  Canada.  In  1810  he  journeyed  to  New  York,  and  in  Sep¬ 
tember  of  that  year,  as  one  ol  the  partners  in  John  Jacob  Astor’s 
‘•Pacific  Fur  Company,”  he  sailed  around  the  Horn  to  Astoria,  the 
Pacific  Fur  Company’s  principal  establishment  on  the  Columbia 
River.  That  voyage,  and  his  subsequent  journey  East  across  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  arc  described  in  “The  Discovery  of  the  Oregon  Trail,"  edited 
by  Philip  Ashton  Rollins  in  1935,  the  basis  of  this  book  being  Robert 
Stuart’s  diary  and  manuscript  in  the  .collection  ol  William  Robert¬ 


son  Coe,  now  owned  by  Yale  University.  1  his  diary  was  also  used 
by  Washington  Irving  when  he  wrote  "Astoria.”  Mr.  Rollins  edi¬ 
tion  contains  a  brief  biography  of  Robert  Stuart  and  a  genealogical 


chart  of  his  descendants  for  three  generations. 


On  Robert  Stuart’s  return  from  the  West  he  was  married  July  2  1 , 
1813  by  Rev.  Samuel  Miller  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
New  York  City  to  Elizabeth  Emma  Sullivan,  ol  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
Elizabeth  was  the  daughter  of  John  Sullivan,  a  Roman  Catholic 
Irish  patriot  and  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Emmet  Insurrection.  He 
had  (led  to  the  United  States,  where  he  made  his  home  in  New  York 
City.  There,  he  married  Mary  Palmer,  ol  Presbyterian  and  Onakei 
descent.  Their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Sullivan,  was  educated  at  the 
"Bethlehem  Boarding  School,”  now  the  Moravian  Seminary,  at 
Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania.  She  and  Robert  Stuart  had  nine  children, 
the  first  two  and  the  fifth  born  in  Brooklyn,  and  the  others  at 
Michilimacinac,  Michigan,  where  the  Stuarts  went  to  live  in  1817. 


Robert  Stuart  was  Co-Agent  at  Michilimacinac  with  Ramsay 
Crooks  for  the  American  Eur  Company,  controlled  by  John  Jacob 
Astor,  and  was  made  full  agent  there  in  1822,  a  position  he  held 
until  he  retired  in  1834.  1  hen  he  bought  land  in  Detroit,  and  built 
his  home— a  brick  house,  No.  396  Jefferson  Avenue  East,  on  the 
South  side  of  the  Avenue,  between  Hastings  and  Rivard  Sheets.  1  Ie 


was  an  Elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Detroit.  He  died  Octo- 
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her  29,  18.18,  in  Chicago,  where  for  several  years  he  had  been  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal  Company.  His 
uncle,  David  Stuart— “Old  Unclc”-inade  his  home  with  Robert 
and  his  wile,  and  lived  with  Robert’s  widow,  Elizabeth  Stuart,  until 
he  died  in  1853.  ^rs-  Robert  Stuart  continued  to  live  in  the  Teller- 


son  Avenue  house  until  her  death  September  26,  i8f>f>. 

'These  letters  were  written  by  various  members  of  the  Stuart  fam¬ 
ily.  The  greater  number  were  kept  by  Eliza  Baker  and  were  inherited 
by  her  niece,  Kate  Stuart  Burwell  Lowry.  Kate  Lowry  found  the 
letters  so  interesting  that  she  shared  them  with  me,  Helen  Stuart 
Mackay-Smith  Marlatt.  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark  helped  gener¬ 
ously,  and  gave  letters  from  her  grandparents,  Dr.  George  Franklin 
Turner  and  his  wife,  Mary  Stuait.  Two  letters  came  from  Robert 
Stuart  Cooper,  two  from  Looc  Baker,  and  I  had  letters  from  Robert 
Stuart,  Jr.  and  his  wile,  Ellen  Cairns.  1  am  grateful  to  the  Button 
Historical  Collection  and  to  the  New-York  Historical  Society  lor 
information  which  has  been  used  in  many  explanatory  footnotes. 


The  letters  present  so  vivid  a  picture  of  the  Stuart  family  a  century 
ago  that  1  have  decided  to  publish  them,  so  that  they  may  be  avail¬ 
able  to  the  descendants  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Stuart.  The  orig¬ 
inal  capitals,  many  abbreviations  and  the  spelling  have  been  kept, 
but  because  the  cost  ol  postage  made  paragraphs  an  expensive  luxury 
in  those  days,  they  were  seldom  used,  and  I  have  often  substituted 
paragraphs  for  dashes  in  order  to  make  the  reading  easier.  Tor  lack 
of  space  many  financial  reports  and  accounts  have  been  omitted. 


These  records  can  be  consulted  in  the  care  of  the  Burton  1 1 istorical 
Society,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

To  our  great  grandparents,  property  was  a  trust  from  God,  which 
carried  corresponding  responsibility.  Wastefulness  was  a  sin,  and 
saving  was  necessary  to  make  provision  for  the  future  of  the  family. 
To  live  in  accordance  with  their  station,  to  support  their  Church 
and  to  help  those  in  need  was  their  duty  as  Christians.  The  burden 
as  Executrix  of  her  husband’s  will  was  a  heavy  one  for  Elizabeth 
Stuart,  but  one  she  never  thought  of  relinquishing.  Her  husband 
had  trusted  her,  and  she  knew  his  wishes.  She  was  fortunate  in  hav¬ 
ing  William  Baker  as  her  son-in-law.  He  had  good  business  judg- 
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incut,  and  ho  was  her  mainstay.  Sure  of  his  infinite  patience  and 
ready  help,  she  turned  to  him  with  every  problem. 

As  firmly  as  she  was  a  Christian,  Elizabeth  Smart  was  a  lady.  At 
Michilimacinac,  which  was  a  frontier  post  in  those  days,  she  estab¬ 
lished  the  same  standards  of  social  decorum  that  were  charac  (eristic 
of  her  home  in  Brooklyn.  We  know  of  the  surprise  of  guests  at  find¬ 
ing  such  a  household  in  the  wilderness:  Hospitality  was  generous, 
and  guests  were  always  welcome,  whether  they  were  lonely  stran¬ 
gers  or  old  friends.  In  Detroit  the  same  habits  continued,  and  even 
as  an  old  lady  Mrs.  Stuart  would  put  on  her  black  silk  dress  and 
black  kid  gloves  every  afternoon,  and  be  ready  to  receive  callers. 
Her  granddaughter,  Virginia  Stuart,  remembered  one  stormy  day 
when  she  heard  her  elders  remonstrate:  "Don’t  dress  this  afternoon, 
Mother.  You  arc  tired,  and  it  is  raining  so  hard  that  no  callers  will 
come.”  Her  grandmother’s  answer  came  with  (juiet  dignity:  I  do 
not  dress  for  callers.  I  dress  for  my  own  self-respect.” 

The  standards  of  our  great  grandparents  were  not  those  of  our 


generation.  We  must  remember  that  to  rigid  Presbyterians  of  their 
day  eternal  punishment  seemed  certain  for  those  who  had  not  been 
formally  “converted”  and  joined  the  Church.  The  Stuart’s  eldest 
son,  David,  was  a  lawyer  of  high  standing  in  his  profession,  and  his 
wife,  Sarah,  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Robert  and 
John  were  officers  in  the  United  States  Navy.  From  our  modern 
point  of  view  they  were  sons  of  whom  any  parent  should  have  been 
proud,  but  because  they  had  not  formally  professed  conversion  and 
become  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  their  mother  believed 
that  they  were  spiritually  lost.  Our  deep  sympathy  goes  out  to  par¬ 
ents  who  endured  such  agony  for  the  late  of  unconverted  children 
and  who  believed  so  firmly  in  the  justice  of  Cod  that  they  often  seem 


to  us  to  have  been  blind  to  I  Iis  love. 

Through  these  letters  we  see  a  large  family,  with  many  interests 
and  tastes,  varied  work  and  responsibilies,  all  held  together  by  Fam¬ 
ily  loyalty  and  by  deep  underlying  affection,  which  surged  up  under 
the  stimulus  of  common  loss,  as  in  the  deaths  of  Kate  Stuart  Baker 
and  John  Stuart  in  1853,  and  Robert  Stuart,  Jr.  in  1863.  The  Stuart 
home  in  Detroit  was  the  center  of  the  Family  life:  a  place  where 
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F.llcn  Cairns  Stuart  came  to  have  her  baby,  William,  bom,  where 
John  and  Lavinia  Stuart  came  when  John  was  dying  of  i uherculosis, 
where  all  the  grandchildren  loved  to  visit,  where  “Old  l  Jn<  le”  <  re- 
atetl  many  problems,  but  where  he  fell  as  sure  of  his  home  rights  as 
any  child,  and  where  FI  i/abet  h  St  uart— the  loving  mother  and  grand¬ 
mother-welcomed  all  members  of  the  family  with  joy  and  saw  them 
leave  with  reluctance.  I  ler  great  grandchildren  remember  wise  and 
pithy  sayings,  repeated  to  them  by  her  grandchildren,  always  with 

the  preface:  “As  Grandmother  Stuart  used  to  say - 

1  his  work  has  been  prompted  by  the  hope  that  in  reading  these 
letteis,  descendants  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Stuart  may  learn  to 
know  them  as  virile  and  interesting  people,  kindly  and  loyal  in  daily 
life,  human  in  prejudice,  and  bound  by  the  convictions  ol  their  day 
and  generation,  strong  in  religious  faith.  May  we  honor  theit  faith, 
although  its  form  may  differ  from  our  own;  may  we  laugh  with 
them;  love  them  because  they  are  truly  human;  and  may  theit  loyalty 
and  determination  to  live  according  to  their  belief  of  what  was  right 
continue  as  the  heritage  of  their  descendants,— for,  as  Grandmother 
Stuart  used  to  say:  “Love  does  not  run  up  hill— it  descends.  And 
this  is  God’s  plan.” 

Hklkn  Stuart  Mack  w-S.mith  Maklatt 


Washinglon,  D.  C. 
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LETTERS  WRITTEN  DURING  THE  LIFE  OF 


ROBERT  STUART 

HE  DIED  O  CTO  II  ER  2(J,  1  8 8. 


My  dear  Betsy,—1 

Being  somewhat  indisposed  it  is  probable  that  I  shall  not  have  the 
happiness  of  seeing  you  this  evening,  therefore  will  be  glad  to  hear 
how  you  are  and  what  you  mentioned  from  the  window  on  my 
departure  last  night.— Be  not  alarmed  as  I  am  by  no  means  seriously 
ill  Jv  may  likely  be  well  in  a  few  hours. 

Yours  affectionately, 

Robert  Stuart. 

Sat.— 2  l’.M. 

(To)  Miss  Eliza  E.  Sullivan.2 

1  Original  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsinoor  Clark. 

-  Elizabeth  Emma  Sullivan  lived  with  her  mother,  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan,  at  the 
S.E.  corner  of  Fulton  R:  Nassau  Streets,  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  The  household  included 
Eli/abcih,  her  twin  brothers,  John  McCarthy  Sullivan  and  Robert  Magee  Sullivan, 
her  sisters,  Elle  n  Sullivan  and  Jane  Theresa  Sullivan,  and  her  youngest  brother 
Quintal  Milieu  Sullivan.  The  eldest  sister,  Maria,  had  been  married  in  i8o;j  to  Dr. 
Richard  Van  Wytk  Thorne,  and  lived  not  lar  from  the  Sullivans,  on  Sands  Street. 


Reverend  and  Respected  Sir:1 

I  gladly  embrace  the  first  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  flattering  letter  by  my  daughter. 

1  lave  the  goodness.  Sir,  to  accept  of  my  thanks  for  your  care  of  her 
and  kindness  towards  her  while  under  your  protection.  Will  you, 
Sir,  have  the  goodness  to  present  at  the  same  time  my  acknowledge¬ 
ments  to  the  Ladies  under  whose  charge  she  has  been  while  at  school. 

Permit  me  to  thank  you  also  for  your  advancing  the  expense  of 
her  journey,  which  shall  according  to  your  Direction  be  paid  at  the 
Union  Bank  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  I  must  also  assure  you,  Sir, 
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STUART  TETTERS 


that  it  t\as  not  my  intention  to  withdraw  my  daughter  without  hav¬ 
ing  fust  deliayed  my  expense  at  the  school,  I  am  there  Tore  doubly 

>m|i  debtoi ,  lor  your  kind  c onsiderat ion  in  procuring  her  so  el igible 
a  conveyance. 

Accept  ol  my  best  wishes  Sir  lor  yoursell  and  lamily,  and  for  the 
piospei  ity  ol  the  Institution  you  have  the  charge  ol,  w  i  t  h  great 
respect 


Brooklyn  July  13,  18193 


I  remain  yours  .vc 

Mary  Sullivan" 


1  Rev.  Cliai  Ics  F.  Seidel 

Mrs.  John  Sullivan,  mother  of  Jane  Sullivan,  to  whom  this  letter  refers.  Jane 
later  married  Dr.  John  Haslett  of  Brooklyn.  N  Y. 

*  Original  letter  in  the  hies  of  The  Moravian  Seminary  &  College  for  Women, 
Bethlehem,  I'a.  Letter  11  sc  el  hy  permission. 


Mackinac,  October  17,  1822 

J110.  Jacob  Astor,  Esq.,1 
New  York.  Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  receipt  ol  your  favor  of  8th 
August;  and  feel  highly  obliged  and  gratified  at  your  kindness,  in 
so  often  thinking  of  me;  and  rest  assured  that  on  my  part,  it  is  fully 
reciprocated. 

Your  intention  of  visiting  Mackinac,  gives  both  Mrs:  Stuart  & 
myself  much  pleasure;  and  altho’  we  cannot  boast  of  any  of  the  lux- 
111  les  ol  lile,  yet  thank  God,  we  have  all  its  necessaries;  and  as  you 
observe,  “we  abound  in  most  excellent  Fish”— if  those,  with  an 
unfeigned  welcome,  and  a  most  salubrious  climate,  can  be  any  in¬ 
ducement,  you  may  be  sure  of  them  all — and  it  would  besides  be 
gratifying,  that  you  were  personally  acquainted  with  the  manner 
in  which  the  business  is  transacted:  for  you  have  a  large  capital  in¬ 
vested,  and  must  of  course  have  some  anxiety  on  the  subject. 

You  state  that  I  ought  to  be  very  happy,  to  be  so  situated,  and  far 
from  the  troubles  &:  cares  which  prey  on  the  residents  of  New  York; 
in  this,  Sir,  I  agree  with  you,  and,  for  many  reasons,  some  of  which 
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arc,  that  this  place  is  more  healthy  and  much  more  congenial  to  my 
means  of  living;  and  bringing  up  my  family;  for  with  my  present 
earnings,  1  could  hardly  (in  New  York),  rent  a  house,  educate  my 
children,  hire  a  servant,  K:  purchase  fuel;  and  that  would  never 
answer,  as  we  are  all  very  fond  of  eating,  and  now  &  then,  like  a  little 
good  di  ink. 

And  another  very  substantial  blessing  is,  that  we  are  in  a  certain 
degree,  removed  from  the  wiles  8c  rougries,  of  the  more  accomplised 
pan  ot  mankind;  for  here  we  generally  have,  at  worst,  to  contend 
hut  with  small  rogues;  and  as  1  am  not  much  of  a  man  of  the  world; 
and  far  less  of  the  courtier;  1  could  never  expect  to  make  much 
advancement,  where  such  requirements  are  held  in  esteem:— 1  may 
therefore  say,  that  in  the  gross  1  am  pleased  with  my  present  situa¬ 
tion;  and  as,  for  Mrs.  Stuart,  she  fortunately  is  happy  &  contented 
in  whichever  place  my  duty  or  interest  may  call  me.— 

My  health,  as  well  as  that  of  my  family  is  very  good;  and  in  answer 
to  your  query  about  the  number  ol  my  children,  1  have  the  pleasme 
to  inform  you,  that  we  have  four;  (two  Boys  8c  two  Girls)-  lor  in  a 
healthy  climate,  &  with  plenty  of  good  fish,  they  are  a  fruit,  which 
but  rarely  fails  to  prosper  — 

1  am  sorry  that  your  request  relative  to  the  Indian  Sculls,  came  so 
late,  for  all  our  traders  were  gone,  and  I  cannot  communicate  with 
but  few  of  them  this  fall;  I  will  however  procure  them  as  soon  as 
practicable.— 

Should  the  price  of  Furs  get  no  worse,  the  last  year,  will  turn  out 
much  the  best  we  have  yet  had— I  have  from  time  written  your 
House,  whatever  I  thought  interesting  about  the  business  at  large, 
and  need  not  now  trouble  you,  as  I  send  the  oidci,  8cc.  and  wiite  in 

full  to  Mr.  Crooks,3  per  Mr.  Currie . 

Mrs:  Stuart  unites  in  respects,  8c  best  wishes,  to  Mrs.  Astoi ,  youi- 

self  and  family— and  believe  me, 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  &c 

(Signed)  Robert  Stuart 

i  Original  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 


11  '.'-it  yu>rn  jiiMjjii  bl  d  oioni  <*i  mb  u :.'j  }Ii; 

.  II ,V»/.*n  /  II.  >  »  ,  ,  ••  •.  >/*  111)  y '  i ;  r !  bfijo,  I  lift  j 

i  ivjfi  bfiiov/  uA)  bi  i;  ;bu'l  nrljajtj  i  .mcvrje  k  jiiil  ./mldi/L 

1o  bfioT  yrj/  Hr, pn.  >,/  .  ,i  jv/«rni; 

-4rri  ib  bony 

1!!  ■' «*-»■>  *  ni  1  >.✓  n.fb  ,di  ijfii  '  jkf  ffii!nr.J&Jjjf.  10/  1  ulmm;  ImJ 

J'J  .jv/.rf  yfb.i  1:  ;  >>/  riDii  in)  bniim.ni  )<«  nur 

:  J>  ,r/-j  uy/'jn  bl:toi  1  ;  i  >i  mo*)  mb  lo  <.“j I  n.|  J>fn. 
/!  .1  l  — ai.rxUrj'j  a-  bind  tj  1.  81h  >  ;  n  npin  dm2  *>!•  br  .monmin  d  s 

Jjol‘  »iuc.»^vijq  rl  *i  fbu  fi  -rmj  nfc  .mwiS  .gil/  »o1  ,/u  !««.  noil 

to  (1  lb  YU!  j)fdq  1  ./;>d  ,  d  //  ■  : 
yii Ml  i  m  l'  tub  tE  II  ;  2l;  .fill  lt{  /  I 

eyn^!  ov/J)  ;  nioi  aval  aw  j  uoy  m  ioliii  01 
jiinl  '1‘jii:  f'j.'A  ,ib  b<  ny  1<j  .  dcj  if  a  ,  1  mil)  yf|jlK  ;t 

b  01  D,  !)nf  t  P  >up /j  mov  jr.  b  yno<?  run  i 

jif.  -ii ;lictiuif)k  ’  i-tfif.j  |  b.  1,  ,*jr/og  t/iov/  n  br. « I  no  lb;  fol  ,obd 
t,;  1,1  15  J("  ‘l  (1  -jvu //od  lb  7  I  ;  1 1  j,  1  b  mmfl  )o  ■>!  md 


•  VI  i  HIM 

n>  u  •  ] ')li|  .Of/rav/  oa  J4j$  m  i  lo  oiiq  mb  hinoiif'. 

■  ^  ‘j,  .bn  ito  ,b  nod:  r  nfw  ,?%uoH 

»rm/r)  iM  U(|  Vio<x»D  iMoslful 
71  •  il  '•!'.!  todv:  -J  m  ?j|iau  miu<5  .  fl/I 

-  •  >i  1  o:  l  -nr.l  ban  li-jz 

,  ii?.  ir,aCi 


Imuui  It:  !<  M  yte)  . 

.  i  u.I  -  i>  .iirmuf  ii  v  1 1  b  nwo  1 


4 


STUART  LETTERS 


-  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  June  yy,  181  |. 

David,  born  March  12,  181G. 

Kate,  born  June  21,  18U0. 

John,  born  March  G,  1822. 

3  Kamsa>  "4io  had  been  General  Manager  for  the  Amu  Ran  Fur  Company 

for  the  region  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  upper  Mississippi  Valley,  became  in  i8->  (Jen- 
Cral  ManaScr  of  ,Iu;  Gompany.  Robetl  Stuatt  was  at  first  Co  Agent  with  Ramsay 
Crooks  at  Miihilimacinac,  and  when  Crooks  became  Ccncial  Manager  for  the  Com¬ 
pany,  Stuart  succeeded  Inm  as  General  Manager  for  the  region- a  position  lie  held 
until  lie  retired  from  the  Company  in  June  183  p 


Dear  'readier1 

AI ^  1  atlici  sa)s  lhat  you  told  him  you  wished  me  to  write  you  a 
letter.  I  thank  you  for  your  kindness  to  me  while  I  was  at  school, 
sinc  e  I  have  left  you  1  have  learnt  to  read  in  most  any  book.  1  have 
none  tin ough  Willots  Geography  and  am  studying  Grammar.  Mary 
Holliday  still  attends  school.  I  he  Mission  Family  are  all  well.  1 
u  011  Id  be  vei  y  glad  i I  I  could  see  you.  I  hope  to  see  you  soon.  I  remain 
your  ever  affectionate  Scholar 

Kate  Stuart 

Mackinaw  |  uly  1  1  1  8^7- 

1  Mrs.  Coe  was  teacher  of  the  children  in  the  Presbyterian  Mission  school  at 
Mackinac  under  Rev.  Mr.  Kerry.  Her  husband  was  Rev.  Alvin  Coe.  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  i  hey  worked  at  various  Missions  to  the  Indians,  and  were  greatly  beloved. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Smith. 

-Original  letter  given  to  Stuart  House,  Mackinac,  by  Louise  Lad  tie  Hall. 


Mackinac  October  30,  1 8i»8 1 

Rev  Charles  F.  Seidel 
My  dear  Sir: 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  receipt  ol  your  very  friendly 
and  much  esteemed  letter  of  the  8th  ulto— and  beg  that  Mrs.  Seidel 
and  y out  sell  accept  the  sincere  thanks  ol  Mrs.  Stuart  and  myself  for 
your  more  than  kind  attention  to  our  child— we  much  fear  that  she 
was  a  heavy  burthen  on  the  hands  of  (our  kind  friend)  Mrs.  Seidel. 
Mis.  i  hot  ne~  no  doubt  acted  lor  the  best,  111  taking  her  home,  alt  ho* 
we  leai  her  education  is  iar  Irom  complete — but  we  can  aid  her  some- 
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what,  should  she  be  disposed  to  improve  on  the  foundation,  you  have 
(I  fear  with  much  labor)  laid. 

II  anything  remains  unpaid  on  account  of  Mary,3  please  draw  on 
Mr.  Crooks,1  who  will  settle  it— and  should  it  ever  be  in  the  power 
ol  Mrs.  S  or  myself  to  be  of  any  service  to  you,  we  trust  you  will 
freely  call  on  us— Meantime  accept  for  Mrs.  Seidel  and  yourself  our 
most  alfectionate  regard 

Robert  Stuart 

1  Original  letter  in  the  files  of  the  Moravian  Seminal  y  &  College  for  Women, 
lkildchcm,  I’a.  Letter  used  by  permission. 

-Mrs.  Thorne  was  Mary  Smart’s  aunt,  Maria,  sister  of  E.  E.  Stuart,  who  hud 
married  Richard  Van  Wytk  Thorne  November  26,  180-5. 

’•  Mary  Stuart,  who  had  been  a  student  at  Bethlehem  since  1825. 

1  Raimay  Crooks,  manager  of  the  American  Eur  Company,  and  close  friend  of 
Rohci  1  St  uart. 


HEMS  1ROM  “QUESTIONS  ON  INTELLECTUAL  PHILOSOPHY” 

BY  PUPILS  IN  MARY  LYONS  SCHOOL  IN  BUCKLAN1).1 

Buckland,  Jan.  yo, 

l)o  Cannibals  eat  their  friends  their  enemies  or  both? 

\\  hat  is  the  dillerence  between  Catholic  and  Roman  Catholic? 

1  lave  we  any  account  in  the  bible  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  happy  after  death? 

Mary  E.  Sinai  t. 

Buckland,  Dec.  at),  1829. 

Why  is  it,  that  a  bell  will  not  ring,  when  your  hand  is  on  it. 

Is  there  any  naturel  cause,  for  there  not  being  any  rain  in  Egypt. 

Mary  E.  Sinai  t. 
Buckland,  Jan.  tj,  18-50. 

1  should  like  to  have  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  son  explained. 

Mary  E.  Stitat  t. 

Bucklantl,  Jan.  9,  1830. 

I  low  can  we  keep  our  thoughts  from  wandering  dm  ing  public  worship. 

Was  Washington  a  professing  Christian. 

Will  every  one  be  holy  dui  ing  the  time  that  Christ  reigns  on  earth. 

Mary  E.  Sluai  t. 
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Buckland,  fail,  (j,  1830, 

I  lave  we  any  accouni  in  the  Bible  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  happy  alter  death. 

Mary  K.  Stuai  t. 

But  klaiul,  Jan.  1  e,  1 830. 

Is  there  a  Theological  seminary  connected  with  the  institution  at  Cambridge. 
What  is  the  difference  between  science  and  liieialure. 

Mary  E.  Stuai  t. 

Biu  kland,  Jan.  1  a,  1830. 

What  is  meant  by  the  word  temblor,  I  believe  it  is  not  in  the  dietionaiy. 

Mary  E.  Stuart. 

1  Original  in  Mount  Holyoke  College  Library.  Used  by  permission. 


Mackina,- Novem.  1 8th,  1829 

My  dearest  Children1-3 

Ere  this  I  hope  that  our  kind  and  merciful  God  has  permitted 
your  Father  to  pay  you  a  visit.  You  no  doubt  were  much  surprised 
to  sec  him.  1  could  have  wished  that  circumstances  had  been  such 
that  I  could  have  accompanied  him,  each  letter  that  1  rccicvc  from 
you  strengthens  my  desire  to  see  you.  I  hope  that  your  Father  is  satis¬ 
fied  wit  It  your  improvement. 

Mary,  your  last  letter  was  much  better  written  than  any  we  have 
lccieved  from  you  &  I  think  you  are  endeavouring  to  discipline  your 
mind,  lemembci  my  dear  child  G oil  is  doing  wonders  for  you  much 
depends  upon  your  own  exertions,  he  works  by  means  not  by 
lunacies.  I  hope  you  have  been  brought  to  reflect  seriously  upon  the 
different  subjects  in  my  last  letters  to  you,  they  are  of  the  utmost 
iinpoi  tance,  except  religion,  they  are  the  everything  absolutely  nec- 
essai y  in  the  female  thai actcr  &  without  them  1  think  them  only  an 
me  limbi  a  nee  to  t  he  1  riends  who  are  unfortunate  enough  to  have  to 
li\c  in  then  society.  \ou  are  with  laithlul  teachers  whom  1  know 
uill  make  you  feel  that  by  seeking  first  the  kingdom  of  1  leaven  that 
all  other  things  will  be  added  unto  you. 

David,  from  your  last  letter  I  must  express  my  sincere  approbation 
ol  your  improvement  if  you  composed  it,  it  assures  me  that  your 
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mind  is  expanding,  may  it,  my  loved  Son,  be  elevated  to  the  love  of 
that  blessed  Savior  from  whom  you  have  all  &  to  whom  you  owe  all, 
who  il  you  make  Him  your  refuge  will  never  leave  nor  forsake  you. 
You  say  that  you  wrote  us  some  time  since  requesting  permission  to 
visit  your  relatives  this  fall,  we  never  recieved  your  letters.  1  am  sorry 
to  hear  that  you  have  lost  Mr.  Shephard.1  You  of  course  have  had 
conversations  with  your  Father  relative  to  your  future  plans  in  life, 
with  which,  nothing  preventing,  I  shall  be  made  acquainted  by  the 
first  express. 

I  was  extremely  sorry  to  hear  of  Miss  Wite’s5  indisposition,  trust 
ere  this  she  has  recovered,  she  is  one  who  not  knowing  yet  I  love  and 
respect  much,  to  whom  your  mother  as  well  as  you  both  feel  and  are 
under  great  obligation  such  as  can  never  be  repaid,  except  by  the 
satisfaction  you  may  both  give  her  by  your  future  walk  in  life.  I  am 
happy  to  hear  that  the  rest  of  the  family  enjoy  health. 

’'tour  lan,  my  dear  Mary,  has  been  very  much  admired  &:  Kate  of 
course  very  much  flattered  at  such  a  mark  of  attention,  you  spoke  to 
Mrs.  Satteiiee  of  work  that  you  had  sent  me;  I  have  never  seen  any¬ 
thing  that  you  did  in  Bethlehem"  except  a  black  silk  bag  of  crape 
work  &:  a  pocket  book  of  the  same  description— one  small  flower  pen¬ 
cilled  on  a  letter. 

Mrs.  Ferry  sat  with  me  this  morning,  she  is  well,  her  boys  are 
recovering  from  sore  eyes.  I  shewed  her  your  letter,  David,  &  she  was 
much  pleased  with  it,  said  she  thought  constantly  with  deep  anxiety 
of  you  and  Mary,  this  will  add  to  your  responsibility  if  you  reflect 
right  upon  it;  how  many  valuable  friends  you  have  who  take  such  a 
deep  heartfelt  interest  in  you.  Mr.  Ferry7  is  very  feeble,  he  is  about 
attending  to  his  many  duties,  but  were  he  to  act  as  his  friends  wish 
him  he  would  be  nursing  himself.  I  le  is  perhaps  too  much  loved  by 
his  congregation;  sometimes  I  am  very  much  afraid  that  we  all  are 
apt  to  lose  sight  ol  the  Creator  in  the  love  we  bear  his  creature— we 


feel  anxious  to  nurse  him,  for  we  think  we  never  could  replace  him, 
so  Godly— so  disinterested— so  perfect  a  man  in  every  way.  The  mis¬ 
sion  family  generally  enjoy  better  health  than  they  have  done  for 
some  time. 

1  was  much  pleased,  my  dear  Mary,  to  learn  from  your  letter,  that 
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a  missionary  spirit  reigned  in  your  school,  &  really  happy  that  you 
took  an  interest  in  it,  but  take  care,  my  dear  child,  that  you  do  not 
horn  sympathy  or  example  do  many  things  which  you  may  think 
piocced  horn  love  to  Christ  R:  his  cause,  when  in  lacl  you  may  he 
further  from  it  than  you  ever  were;  religion  my  dear  Mary  must  be 
heart  work,  it  does  not  consist  in  seeming  to  hi-  religious;  be  cautious 

guidance  and  teachings  ol  the  lloly  Spirit  of - 8 

asked  aright,  and  asked  in  vain - Read  much,  think - much, 

ti  you  wish  or  expect  to  know  your  own - acquainted  with  Cod! 

Will  you,  my  dear  Children,  remember  me  most  alfectionately  to 
Mr,  R:  Mrs.  and  Miss  Wite,  &  other  members  of  their  worthy  family. 
I  ell  them,  1  beg  they  will  not  estimate  my  affection  or  my 
giat.it tide  or  omitting  it;  lor  I’m  a  very  bad  correspondent 

- difficult  work  for  me  in  midst  of  my  baby'' - in  addition 

to  my  being  very  nervus;  I  am  now - tho  1  have  wi  it  ten  you  so 

long  a  letter.  May  the - Redeemer,  my  dear  Children,  who  has 

been  so  meiciftil  to  you  hitherto,  continue  to  guide  you  R:  be  your 
protector;  R:  by  the  influence  of  his  holy  spirit  operate  upon  your 
hearts  is  the  prayer  of  your  Affectionate  Mother 

E  E  St  uart 


I  have  not  the  pleasure  ol  an  acquaintance  with  Miss  Lyon,10  but 
I  feel  a  very  high  respect  for  her;  &  for  her  kind  and  affectionate 
conduct  towai d  you,  I  always  think  of  her  with  affection,  remember 
me  to  her,  my  dear  Mary.  Kate  and  poor  John  (who  is  very  ill)  desire 
then  best  love  to  you,  all  talk  with  great  delight  of  the  anticipated 
Season  “when  Mary  and  David  are  coining  home.” 

I  must  beg  your  pardon,  my  dear  David,  for  having  almost  for¬ 
gotten  your  question  about  our  “Norwegian  boarder”— he  came  to 
M kna— pennyless  R:  friendless,  appeared  from  his  superior  education 
to  be  a  Gentleman;  he  told  his  pitiable  history  to  your  Father,  who 
invited  him  to  make  our  house  his  home,  R:  paid  his  other  expenses 
until  he  left  for  the  Indian  country,  we  know  nothing  about  him, 
further— 


E.  E.  S. 
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lie  thinks  Mary  would  remember  him;  he  visited  Van  Doren’s 
institute11  while  she  was  there.  He  is  short  thick  set  &  very  florid 
complexion,  a  very  melancholy  face— it  is  however  of  no  importance 
should  she  not  remember  him— 

1  ( )i  igin.il  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clatk. 

*  M  u  hilim.u  iliac,  Michigan. 

David  and  Mary  Stuat  t  were  both  students  at  Ashfield,  Mass. 

1  Res.  I  bonus  Shepherd,  a  Trustee  of  the  Sanderson  Academy,  lie  tame  from 
Ashfield,  Mast. 

•'*  Miss  Mary  A.  White,  sister  of  Mrs.  Ferry,  a  teacher  at  Miss  Mary  Lyons’  Auckland 
St  hool. 

0  I  lie  Moravian  School  at  Bethlehem,  l’a.,  where  Elizabeth  E.  Sullivan  had  also 
been  a  student. 

7  Rev.  William  Montague  Ferry  was  for  many  years  at  the  head  of  the  Protestant 
Mission  to  the  Indians  at  Mackinac  Island.  He  came  there  on  Oct.  19.  181*3.  He  and 
Mis.  Ferry  were  close  friends  of  the  Stuarts,  and  it  was  through  Mr.  Ferry’s  ministry 
that  Robert  Stuart  became  "converted”  January  17,  1829. 

Virginia  Stuart  Mackay-Smith  told  her  children  that  Robert  Stuart  had  shut  him¬ 
self  up  in  his  room  for  several  days,  without  eating,  struggling  with  his  conviction  of 
sin,  and  his  determination  to  become  a  "converted”  member  of  the  Church.  When 
he  finally  came  out.  he  was  a  changed  man— a  strong  Christian. 

Martin  lleydenburk,  in  Michigan  Pioneer  S:  Historical  Collections,  tells  of  an 
incident  in  the  Life  of  Robert  Stuart  which  presents  a  vivid  picture  of  the  struggle 
when  Scotch  thrift  came  in  conflict  with  Presbyterian  faith: 

"A  trying  point  in  his  experience  was  the  Sabbath  question.  After  his  con¬ 
version  every  hour  of  that  day  was  to  him  sacred  time;  and  for  weeks  after  he 
had  no  interruption.  But  when  the  boats  began  to  come  in  loaded  with  fur, 
theie  was  danger  that  they  might  encounter  storms  and  be  lost.  It  bad  become 
the  law  of  that  trade,  if  the  trader  could  get  his  boat  to  the  wharf  and  anything 
happened  to  it  after  that,  the  loss  fell  on  the  company;  but  if  the  boat  did  not 
touch  the  wharf  the  trader  lost  it.  One  Sabbath  as  they  returned  from  church 
a  messenger  came  and  reported  that  the  Mississippi  boats  would  be  in  about 
three  o’clock.  The  wind  was  blowing  strong  from  the  east  and  the  waves  were 
lolling  in  from  Lake  Huron,  and  everything  looked  threatening.  Mr.  Stuart 
walked  the  house  and  groaned.  If  he  should  unload  the  boat  it  would  be  a 
violation  of  holy  time;  if  he  did  not  unload  it  and  it  was  lost,  it  would  be  a 
bctiayal  of  trust  reposed  in  him.  Either  way  the  cause  of  religion  would  sufhr. 
Alter  a  little  time  his  wife  looked  up  to  him  and  said,  pla\  fulls:  Bobbie,  how 
much  do  you  think  sou  are  svorthr  He  said,  perhaps  $20,000.  How  much  is  that 
load  of  fur  worth?  Perhaps  $3,000  or  $6,000.  Well,  then,  1  would  stop  groaning, 
and  if  the  boat  comes  in,  tell  them  to  tie  her  up,  and  if  she  goes  to  pieces  pay 
the  company,  and  tell  them  you  would  rather  do  that  than  violate  the  Sabbath. 

I  he  boat  came  in.  He  said  tic  her  up  and  let  her  stay  till  morning.  He  went 
to  bed  and  slept  till  twelve  o'clock  and  then  called  the  men,  and  before  light 
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all  was  safely  stored  away.  These  are  little  things,  hut  they  show  the  min,  iole 
that  governed  lnm  in  all  his  after  life;  and  also  the  dilfeienre  between  Cluis- 
tian  jn  inciple  and  the  principle  that  govei  us  the  woi  Id.” 

8  Dashes  indicate  torn  places  in  letter. 

0  Marion  Stuart  had  been  born  at  Mithiliinacinac  on  May  1 8,  1 8-8  and  William 
Maynard  Stuart  was  born  there  April  i  j,  iSjo. 

10  Miss  Mary  Lyon. 

11  Brooklyn  Collegiate  Institute  for  Young  Ladies  opened  May  ,8*8  by  Isaac  Van 
Dorcn  &  Ins  son  Jacob  !..  who  had  formerly  been  principals  of  the  Newark  Institute 
for  Young  Ladies.  Weld's  '  Brooklyn  Village.” 


My  dear  loved  Father. 


llucklntid,  M  at  c  h  i ,  1 8‘p> 


1  received  your  kind  letter  dated  Dec.  28,  and  was  luppy  to  hear 

that  your  health  was  good  and  also  that  you  had  arrived  sale  in  New 
York. 


1  lie  revival  continues  very  interesting  at  Ashlield,  David  is  in¬ 
dulging  a  hope  that  he  has  passed  from  darkness  into  light,  also 

Nathan  White,  (Mr.  White’s  youngest  son)  they  both  appear  very 
well. 

Mr.  I  lay  (the  Irish  gentleman  you  saw  at  Mr.  White’s)  has  just 
left  Ashlield  he  was  very  useful. 


A  few  weeks  since  a  meeting  was  appointed  by  two  of  the  young 
gentlemen  of  Mr.  Collins  school,1  Soon  alter  the  exercises  com¬ 
menced  those  in  the  room  became  very  much  aliened.  Mr.  Shepard 
was  sent  for  and  after  conversing  with  them  he  told  them  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  done.  All  kept  their  seats  hut  two  or  three,  at  length  Mr. 
Hay  went  in  and  explained  the  character  of  God,  when  he  added 
now  il  you  can  not  love  this  being  you  must  be  forever  lost. 

David,  George  Amies,  and  1  Ienry  Hillings,  (who  arc  hoarding  at 
Mr.  White’s)  went  home  threw  themselves  on  a  bed  and  exclaimed 
1  can’t,  1  can’t,  (meaning  I  can’t  submit  the  character  of  God)  I  do 
think  that  when  we  take  a  candid  view  of  the  character  of  God  it 
proves  the  greatest  depravity  to  say  “I  can’t  submit  to  God.  but  to 
continue  my  nai  rativc  a  short  time  after  this  George  Amies  thought 
that  he  gave  himself  to  the  Saviour,  soon  after  David  indulged  a  hope 

that  he  had  found  the  Saviour.  Now  my  dear  Father  perhaps  you 
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1 1 

would  like  to  hear  something  about  our  school.  It  is  in  a  very  inter¬ 
esting  state,  the  spirit  of  God  is  undoubtedly  here  and  I  trust  many 
have  been  brought  to  bow  at  the  foot  of  the  cross.  Miss  C  Amadou 
is  among  that  number. 

In  my  next  to  you  I  will  mention  more  particularly  respecting 
our  school.  I  will  not  mention  a  few  general  subjects  to  which  we 
have  attended  they  are,  The  Bible  Society,  Tract  Society,  Vally  of 
the  Mississippi,  Home  Missionary  Society  and  a  number  of  others. 

I  must  here  conclude  by  subscribing  myself  your 

affect  ionate 
Daughter 
Mary  Stuart. 

Copy  of  original  Manuscript  in  Mount  Holyoke  College  Library,  one  of  a  group 
of  papers  written  as  compositions  in  Mary  Lyon’s  school  in  Auckland.  Used  by 
permission. 

1  David  Stuart  was  living  with  other  boys  in  the  family  of  Mr.  White  at  Ashfiekl, 
and  was  a  student  at  Sanderson  Academy,  ul  which  Mr.  Robert  A.  Collin  was  the 
principal  lor  about  two  years  after  Mary  Lyon  withdrew  from  the  school,  which  was 
in  the  summer  of  i8u8.  A  quotation  from  the  catalogue  of  the  Academy  states  that 
its  three  principal  objects  were  "fitting  young  gentlemen  for  college,  furnishing  well 
qualified  instructor’s  for  our  common  schools  and  disciplining  the  minds  and  inert  as 
ing  the  information  of  those  who  connect  themselves  with  us  without  intending  to 
pursue  extensively  a  literary  course." 


Mackinac,  Jany.  31st,  183^ 

My  dear  Mary’ 

Ere  this  will  reach  you,  your  school  privilege  will  have  drawn  near 
a  close;  how  you  have  improved  the  blessings  under  which  you  have 
sat  lor  the  last  three  years,  1  have  no  means  of  judging;  let  your 
accountability  therefore  be  unto  God— I  trust  that  you  will  finish 
your  course,  with  credit  &  leave  a  favorable  impression  on  the  kind 
hearts,  to  which  you  owe  so  much:  let  them  feel  that  to  your  other 
faults,  you  do  not  add  that  of  ingratitude. 

Miss  Cook-  will  be  at  Ipswich  in  the  course  of  the  spring,  8c  may 
accompany  you  to  Brooklyn;  if  not,  I  understand  Miss  Tappan  in¬ 
tends  going  home,  at  vacation,  this  will  give  you  the  advantage  of 
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company  R:  protect  ion— Ask  Miss  Lyon,  While  &  Cook,''  10  make  the 
arrangement  for  you,  as  they  may  deem  best;  M  iss  White  will  furnish 
you  money  for  expenses  etc:  — 

You  llacl  better  8°  to  y°ul  Grandmother’s, ‘  as  your  place  of  resi- 
deuce;  having  made  Aunt  Maria's"  your  home  before,  created  some 

unpleasant  I  eel  mgs,  it  is  now  of  course  your  Grandmother's  turn  to 
have  you.— 

I  expect  to  be  in  New  York  by  10th  May,  to  bring  you  home,  but 
cannot  spare  time  to  go  to  the  cast,  allho  it  would  afford  me  great 
pleasure— should  David  be  fully  prepared  for  College,  he  may  also 
meet  me  in  New  York,  &  pay  Mackinac  a  visit;  otherwise  he  must 
remain  until  he  is  done  with  the  Academy.0— I  should  muc  h  like  to 
see  poor  little  Kate,7  but  must  deny  myself  that  pleasure  this  time, 
lor  it  would  break  in  on  her  term  (in  school).  Should  David  go  to 
New  York,  he  had  better  remain  at  Dr.  Thorne's,  so  that  we  may  not 
eat  up  all,  in  one  place.-/*?  sure  to  get  no  gaudy,  foolish  dress  until 
I  sec  you— and  as  I  hope  that  you  call  yourself  a  follower  of  the  meek 
&  ,owly  Jesus;  1  Pray  yoii,  not  to  disgrace  your  profession,  let  not  hing 
chaw  you  from  the  consistent  Christian  walk;  efforts  no  doubt  will 
be  made  by  several,  &  perhaps  in  different  places,  to  try  what  spirit 
>ou  are  of;  or  lead  you  into  follies,  in  order  to  laugh  at  your  religion 
—  be  therefore  on  your  guard  against  every  one,  old,  or  young,  friend, 
or  foe;  &  be  especially  on  your  guard  against  yourself— promise 
nothing  to  induce  you,  to  an  act,  or  word  that  you  would  not  be 
willing  to  have  me  present  at— 


You  may  be  laughed  at,  hut 
remember  that  this  will  not 
break  bones— I  should  like 

you  to  Practicc  all  you  can  on  the  Piano,  with  your  aunts.— Learn  to 
make  your  own  Bonnets,  Frocks,  etc,  etc.— 

Remember  me  most  kindly  to  Miss  Lyon,  Miss  White,  Miss  Cook, 
Mary  Holiday,8  etc.  etc. 

If  you  have  books  you  do  not  wish  to  bring  home,  leave  them  for 
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Kale.— 'That  the  Lord  may  preserve  &  direct  all  your  steps,  is  the 

earnest  prayer  of  your  alft.  father, 

177  Robert  Stuart 

Your  Mother,  Uncle,  brothers,  Sister  &:  the  Mission  family  are  well. 
I  may  not  write  David  before  next  month. 

I  have  written  Miss  White  to  try  Sc  find  you  some  good  place  to  learn 
something  of  Millinery  Sc  Mantuamaking,  during  the  month  ol 
April,  so  as  to  leave  for  New  York,  say  on  ist  May— you  might  learn 
a  great  deal  about  cutting  sewing  etc,  in  a  month— submit  the  whole 
arrangement  to  her,  Miss  Lyon  &:  Miss  Cook— from  all  I  can  learn, 
1  fear  yon  have  a  very  lirey  spirit— this  is  not  the  spirit  of  Christ. 

1  Original  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark.  Letter  addressed  to  Mary  Stuart, 
I pswit It,  Massachusetts. 

-  Miss  Delia  Cook  was  a  teacher  in  the  Mission  School  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Mackinac.  She  arrived  there  in  the  month  of  August  1826. 

3  Miss  Mary  l, yon,  Principal  for  the  Year  at  the  Ipswich  Female  Seminary  during 
the  absence  of  Miss  Z.  P.  Grant,  Principal.  Miss  Lyon  later  founded  Mt.  llolyoke 
College.  Miss  Hannah  White,  sister  of  Mrs.  William  Montague  Ferry,  the  wife  of  the 
pastor  at  Matkinac.  She  taught  at  the  Ipswich  Female  Seminary. 

4  Mary  Stuart's  grandmother,  Mrs.  John  Sullivan,  had  her  home  at  155  Fulton 
Street,  S.F..  corner  of  Fulton  &  Nassau  Sts.,  three  blocks  away  from  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  R.  V.  W.  Thorne.  Mrs.  Sullivan's  house  was  torn  down  when  the 
present  approach  to  the  Brooklyn  Bridge  was  made. 

"Aunt  Maria”  was  Maria  Sullivan,  who  had  married  Richard  Van  Wyck  Thorne. 
She  lived  at  |t  Samis  Street.  Her  son.  Dr.  John  Sullivan  Thorne,  brought  his  bride, 
Deborah  Rhinelander  Underhill,  to  live  there  with  his  parents.  Fllen  Haslett  Thorne 
Samuel  writes:  "  13  Sands  Street  was  at  the  corner  of  Sands  &  Adams  Street.  The  house 
Ik  properly  adjoining  was  also  owned  and  occupied  by  Grandfather  (R.  V.  W.  Thoi nc) 
while  building  the  residence  on  the  corner  in  which  he  moved  when  completed— .]  3 
Sands  Street— ‘‘Uncle  Doctor  as  we  always  called  him,  took  his  bride  to  his  father’s 
home,  where  they  continued  to  live  and  where  their  four  daughters  were  born  and 
brought  up.  Throughout  the  years  the  dearly  loved  cousin,  Emma  Williams,  kept 
house  for  Grandfather.” 

According  to  the  Brooklyn  Directory  for  1831-32  R.  V.  W.  Thorne  and  f.  S 
Thorne,  M  l),  lived  at  that  lime  at  j  1  Sands  Street.  T  his  was  on  the  NAV.  corner  of 
Sands  ik  Adams  Sts.  No.  .13  Sands  St.  was  on  the  N.E.  corner. 

(>  David  Stuart  was  a  student  at  Sanderson  Academy  at  Ashfield,  Mass. 

7  Miss  Hannah  White  had  taken  Kate  Stuart  from  Mackinac  on  June  12,  1831  to 
put  her  at  school  at  Ipswich. 

8  Mary  Holiday  was  a  student  from  Mackinac  at  the  Ipswich  School  in  1831  and 
1832. 
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STUART  TETTERS 


i  1 


February  a  a'1  1 8*53 
Sir 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  death  ol  Lieutenant  John 
M.  Sullivan,  lie  died  yesterday  (the  a  1st  instant)  in  this  Village 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Very  respectfully 
Sir 

Your  Most  Ob'. 

I  lumble  Servant 
I.  Chauncey 

Honorable  Levi  Woodbury 
Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Washington 


1  r»m  Captains  Letters,  J Vl.ruary,  1833,  Olfiu-  of  Naval  ltcn.nls  &  I.ilnaiv.  IKul  with 
permission. 


paid 

C  Ips”)  Mackinaw  Sept.  18,  1833’ 

My  beloved  Teacher, - 

I  laving  never  received  a  line  from  you  since  father  &  myself  wrote 
you  last  summer,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  you  never  re¬ 
ceived  our  letter  &  therefore  address  you  once  more.  Mary  I  Ioliday3 
also  told  us  that  you  enquired  of  her  whether  you  could  find  a  good 
boarding  place  if  you  should  come  to  Mackinaw.  I  must  say  my  dear 
Miss  Grant  I  felt  not  a  little  mortified  at  this  for  do  you  not  know 
that  all  1  have  is  yours  &  my  father  &  mother  feel  exactly  so.  My 
lather  says  when  you  write  Miss  G.  tell  her  “1  will  not  write  her 
upon  the  subject,  but  wait  till  l  see  her  &  then  1  will  take  it  upon 
myself  to  lecture  her."  Our  fare  to  be  sure  is  not  very  good  but  we 
can  always  give  you  at  least  white  lish  &  the  best  potatoes  you  ever 
saw.  My  home  is  always  open  to  any  one  from  Ipswich.  1  never  think 
of  that  place  but  with  deep  affection  &  gratitude.  I  often  say  I  am 

bad  enough  now,  but  I  do  not  know  what  I  should  be  if  I  had  not 
gone  to  Ipswich. 
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1  intend  sendingyou  as  soon  as  possible  a  paper  called  the  ‘Trotest- 
ent  1  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  acceptable,  but  as  the  Catholic 
question  is  becoming  of  so  much  interest  all  over  the  U.S.  1  thought 
they  could  not  fail  of  being  interesting.  Our  little  Island  is  all  excite¬ 
ment,  a  poor  Indian  woman  died  a  short  time  since  on  the  Island, 
who  was  so  vile  Sc  wreched  that  no  one  noticed  her— was  taken  sick  8; 
for  a  long  time  was  neglected  by  all,  till  the  Protestents  went  to  see 
her  Sc  did  all  in  their  power  to  alleviate  her  distress.  As  soon  as  this 
was  found  out  the  C.  went  to  see  her— were  very  kind,  8c  after  a  long 
time  urged  her  to  consent  to  let  them  baptize  her  8c  her  three  chil¬ 
dren.  When  she  was  about  dying  they  went  to  her  three  times  8; 
wished  her  to  receive  Sacrement  but  she  obstinately  refused.  An 
hour  or  two  before  her  death,  after  she  had  lost  her  senses,  they  got 
her  to  consent,  but  she  was  no  more  a  C.  than  you  or  I.  She  told  my 
mother  a  short  time  before  her  death  that  she  placed  no  confidence 
in  their  baptism  &c— she  had  attended  our  Sabbath  school  the  winter 
before  &  had  there  become  very  much  enlightened. 

A  poor  Indian  was  condemned  to  die  for  murdering  a  white  man. 
When  he  was  first  confined  the  sheriff  went  to  him  8c  asked  him 
whether  he  would  like  to  be  visited  by  a  minister.  1  le  said  yes,  was 
then  asked  after  several  visits  from  both  to  decide  which  he  would 
have  the  priest  or  Mr.  Ferry.1  He  replied  Mr.  F.  After  a  number  of 
weeks  had  elapsed  R:  Mr.  Ferry  had  been  very  faithful  an  Indian 
went  up  to  the  fort  accompanied  by  the  priest.  The  Indian  went  in 
first  &  after  some  conversation  told  him  the  Catholic  religion  was 
the  religion  of  Christ  R:c.  lie  then  said  in  an  apparently  careless 
manner,  “the  priest  is  at  the  door  if  you  would  like  to  see  him,  can 
he  come  in”.  I  le  answered  just  as  you  please.  The  door  was  opened 
8c  in  walked  the  priest  Sc  before  he  left  him  he  baptized  him  8c  made 
a  Christian  (as  he  said)  of  him.  He  then  told  Mr.  Ferry  he  did  not 
wish  him  to  come  any  more.  When  he  was  hung  he  wished  to  appear 
in  his  Indian  Dress  but  the  priest  told  him,  ‘‘now  as  you  are  a 
Christian  you  must  appear  in  white  as  you  expect  to  before  your 
Heavenly  Father”.  After  he  was  hung,  he  was  carried  to  their  church, 
left  over  night.  The  next  morning  “mass”  was  said  8;  prayers  for  the 
repose  of  his  soul;  he  was  then  taken  to  their  burying  ground  fob 
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lowed  by  a  long  procession  (torn)  dressed  in  white  Sc  two 

little  boys  dressed  in  (torn)  .  He  was  put  in  consecrated  ground. 
Mothei  "w as  saying  to  a  Catholic  1  thought  a  person  who  was  hanged 
was  never  put  in  consecrated  ground.  “Oh!  madam,  we  do  not  con¬ 
sider  it  consecrated,  it  is  pointed  (I  ought  to  have  mentioned  that 
this  ground  was  used  by  both  denominations  till  we  got  a  new 
ground)  the  pigs  &  sheep  get  in  S;  we  only  consider  those  graves  con- 
scciatcd  which  we  consecrate  ourselves.’’  1  hey  have  now  got  up  an 
opposition  school  taughted  by  a  discharged  soldier,  it  was  given  out 
by  some  of  their  head  members  that  lie  was  a  very  accum [Risked  man, 
he  cannot  I  think  talk  plain  cnglish. 

I  have  now  said  enough  to  let  you  see,  a  little  what  a  set  they  are. 

Oh!  if  we  were  only  half  as  zealous  in  a  good  cause  as  they  are  in  a 
bad. 

1  he  mission  family  arc  all  well.  Mr.  Ferry  &  my  father  are  absent 
at  Chicago.  Mary  Lyon  Grant  is  a  good  girl  &  is  improving  fast,  she 
loves  the  Ipswich  school  1  believe  very  much,  she  is  about  as  large 
as  C.  Parsons5  but  younger,  she  reads  well  in  the  testament.  Electa 
C ) .  Hast  mgs  alw  ays  asks  w  hen  I  hca  rd  last  1  rom  Ipswich,  how  they'  are 
Rrc .,  c i  ics  when  she  speaks  ol  you  all.  Mother  sends  her  love  to  you  & 
says  she  hopes  ere  long  to  see  you  here.' They  both  i.e.,  father  &  mother 
expect  to  go  down  this  fall  on  a  visit,  it  is  not  however  decided. 

Please  give  my  love  to  all  1  know  &  love,  particulai ly  M.  P, rooks. 

I  hear  Miss  Lyon  is  travelling  for  her  health.  Oh!  how  1  wish  she 
would  come  to  Mackinaw. 

Good  night  my  beloved  teacher,  that  the  Spirit  of  Cod  may  ever 
dwell  with  you  &  your  beloved  Seminary  is  the  prayer  of  your  affect, 
pupil, 

M.  E.  Stuart 


1  Original  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dummoor  Clark. 

-Miss  Zilpalt  Polly  Grant,  the  principal  ol'  the  Ipswich  Female  Academy,  which 
Mary  Stuart  had  attended  i 8i»cy—  i 83 1 . 

a  Mary  Holiday  from  Mackinaw  was  among  the  students  at  Ipswich  in  tHai  and 
•832. 

‘  For  many  years  Rev.  William  Montague  Ferry  was  Head  of  The  Protestant  Mis¬ 
sion  to  the  Indians  on  Mackinac  Island.  It  was  through  his  ministry  that  Robert 
Stuart  had  been  converted  and  became  a  staunch  Christian. 
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r‘  I  he  name  of  Carolyn  L.  Parsons  of  Boston  appears  on  the  Ipswich  catalogue  lor 
Oct.  i8^c*  and  April  183.J. 

Washington,  Jany:  7 ,  1831 

My  dear  Mary1 

I  have  been  here  for  about  ten  days,  on  business  respecting  the 
Chicago  Treaty  R:c;  and  will  probably  have  to  Remain  yet  3  or  .j 
weeks— 

Mr  Greene  of  the  Mission  Board  came  with  me;  and  we  have 
succeeded  in  getting  matters  arranged  pretty  much  to  his  satisfac¬ 
tion;  he  will  return  home  in  a  few  days.— 

Your  Mother  &  all  the  Brooklyn  folks  are  well— we  have  had  no 
letters  from  you  since  26  Nov,  but  learned  thro’  another  channel 
that  you  were  all  well,  for  which  I  hope  we  are  thankful  to  our 
heavenly  Father— my  dear  child,  keep  close  under  the  shadow  of 
his  wing,  R;  lay  yourself  out  for  the  advancement  of  his  glory  &  king¬ 
dom  in  the  earth;  this  will  bring  you  its  rich  Reward,  in  time  & 
eternity.— 

1  have  great  hope  (altho’  sometimes  little  fears)  that  you  are  atten¬ 
tive  R:  careful  of  the  comforts  and  happiness  of  the  family,  remember 
that  the  whole  responsibility  of  this  rests  entirely  upon  you— love 
R:  consult  Miss  Owen— show  love  8c  reverence  to  my  beloved  Uncle,2 
above  all;  for  remember  that  he  has  been  to  me,  as  a  parent;  to  him, 
under  God,  1  owe  everything,  Sc  1  trust  you  will  aid  me  in  cancelling 
the  debt;  at  least  gratefully  shewing  him  our  due  sense  of  it,  for  more 
we  cannot  do,  Sc  less  1  trust  we  would  not  do— be  tender  R:  kind  to 
the  dear  children;  at  the  same  time  be  firm  in  causing  them  to  do 
what  is  Right;  keep  John  and  Robert  diligently  engaged  in  their 
home  studies  (writing,  geography,  reading,  R:c:  Rcc:)  fret  not  yourself , 
R:  I  am  sure  you  will  get  along  very  well— do  not  disappoint  me,  for 
recollect  that  1  am  under  pledge  of  your  good  conduct,  R:c.  to  your 
Mother,  who  was  under  much  apprehension,  on  leaving  home— 
1  am  aware  that  your  responsibility,  cares  k  labor,  are  heavy,  but 
if  you  seek  help  of  him  who  alone  can  sustain,  all  will  be  cas\  sc 
pleasant— 

1  have  the  society  ol  a  number  of  out  Detroit  friends  here,  which 
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is  pleasant,  lor  Washington  with  all  iis  annu  l  ions,  is  to  me  a  poor 
lonely  place— I  have  had  one  or  two  pleasant  interviews  with  Mr. 
Duncan  Stuarts  family;  he  is  now  absent  (at  Key  West),  one  of  his 
sisters  told  me  that  his  religious  state,  or  rather  impressions,  are 
about  the  same,  as  when  he  left  Mackinac. — 

I  have  lately  heard  ol  David  Sc  Kate,  they  were  then  well,  Kate 
doing  well  and  apparently  a  consistent  Christian— David  has  had 
some  trouble  m  College,"  which  will  1  think  be  of  service  to  him; 
but  until  a  new  heart  &  right  spirit  be  given  him,  1  can  have  no  firm 
reliance  on  him,  let  us  unite  in  supplicating  for  this,  without  delay.— 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  such  arrangements  will  be  made  in 
onr  business,  between  this  Sc  spring,  as  will  cause  us  to  leave 
Mackinac  next  fall;  and  il  spared,  we  will  most  likely  make  Hi  ooklyn 
our  residence,  at  least  for  some  timc-The  very  thought  of  leaving 
that  dear  spot,  where  Gods  mercy  Ik  love  have  so  much  abounded  to 
us  all,  is  by  no  means  pleasant  to  me,  but  if  we  are  the  Children  of 
the  most  high:  all  will  turn  out  for  our  best  interest,  Jkc— 

Give  my  love  to  all  the  Children  individually— tell  Miss  Owen  Sc 
Uncle  that  they  are  dear  Sc  near  to  me -Sc  altho*  absent  in  body  that 
1  1 1  list  we  arc  often  united  m  spirit — 

Give  my  afl't.  regards  to  all  our  Iriends-I  intend  ere  long  to  write 
to  Uncle  Ik  Mr.  f  erry 1 

I  hat  the  Lord  may  bless  &  keep  you,  my  dear  Child,  is  the  con¬ 
stant  prayer  of  your  alft.  father 

Robert  Stuai  t 


1  Original  owned  by  Lli/abcth  Dummoor  Clark. 

David  Smart,  who  made  his  home  with  Robert  Stuai  i . 
3  David  Stuart  had  entered  Amherst  College  in  1833. 
Rev.  William  Montague  Feiry,  I'astor  at  Mackinac. 


Castle  Pinckney,1  7th  [any.  G6 

My  dear  Mary,2-3 

I  finished  a  letter  to  you  while  in  town  yesterday,  and  did  not 
return  to  the  Castle  until  this  morning.  I  slept  with  my  friend  North, 
who  is  exceedingly  kind  and  attentive  to  me,  and  seems  desirous  of 
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making  nry  time  here  as  pleasant  as  circumstances  will  admit.  Well 
I  will  now  make  to  you  an  announcement;  on  going  to  the  Post 
today  I  was  astonished  by  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  who  do  you 
suppose.  You  will  he  not  a  little  surprised  when  1  tell  you  it  was  not 
lrom  King  William  or  Louis  Philip  or  Powell  the  Seminole  Chief 
for  missives  from  them  would  not  he  out  of  the  way  at  all,  hut  it  was 
lrom  one  Mary  in  Brooklyn  who  it  seems  has  taken  the  liberty  of 
writing  me  a  familiar  letter.  By  the  by  I  must  know  her.  1  think  if 
1  am  not  mistaken  it  is  the  same  that  travelled  with  me  from  Detroit 
with  a  remarkable  Baby6  in  a  leather  bed,  who  was  a  great  incum- 
be  ranee  to  my  great  coat  pocket.  Yes  I  remember  it  well  now  and 
its  mother  too,  though  it  has  been  a  long  time  since  1  have  had  any 
intelligence  from  her  though  she  is  under  many  obligations  to  me 
for  services  rendered. 

To  return  to  soberness,  Miss  Mary,  1  hope  my  letters  have  all  been 
received  as  they  are  such  precious  documents  and  that  they  were 
more  expedit itious  in  reaching  their  destination  than  yours  have 
been.  I  think  amongst  them  you  will  iind  some  that  will  suit  you  in 
length  at  least  and  which  may  possibly  be  worth  the  postage  by  Steam 
Packet,  which  you  say  is  8  cents  less  than  by  land.  In  writing  I  must 
make  reference  to  yours  of  3  1  but  find  the  ink  with  which  it  is  writ¬ 
ten  so  pale  that  I  can  scarcely  decypher  it.  I  must  send  you  a  bottle 
of  blacker  for  fear  my  eyes  may  stiller.  Tell  Aunt  C.°  that  1  am  in¬ 
debted  to  her  for  all  her  kindness  to  our  little  urchin.  1  hope  it  may 
prove  a  source  of  pleasure  to  her,  and  that  she  may  as  you  do  con- 
cievc  it  to  be  the  “sweetest  creature  that  ever  was  seen”  especially 
since  you  tell  me  that  she  is  so  amazing  smart  that  “she  pushes  with 
her  little  feet  to  make  you  jump  her!  and  talks”.  I  should  think  she 
would  show  her  wit  more  by  politely  requesting  you  to  jump  her 
when  she  wants  to  be  jumped. 

It  grieves  me  to  hear  that  your  father’s  family  is  still  afflicted  with 
sickness.  It  seems  as  if  there  was  a  special  Providence  in  it  ordered 
for  some  wise  end  unknown  to  us.  I  low  remarkable  it  is  that  a  family 
hitherto  so  blessed  with  health  should  in  the  short  space  of  a  year 
have  become  a  prey  to  continual  disease.7  I  wrote  your  dear  father 
and  mother  a  long  letter  the  other  day  in  which  I  congratulated 
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them  on  their  recovery  from  the  pestilence  which  so  long  distressed 
them,  but  I  was  picmatutc  and  I  ioar  that  my  letter  will  Imd  them 
still  suilering.  Do  not  delay  in  informing  me  of  their  state  as  soon 
as  you  hear  from  them. 

I  was  all  aid  that  your  Ma.h  had  been  a  sufl erer  by  the  lire0  and 
now  that  you  inform  me  to  that  effect  1  sincerely  sympathize  with 
het.  I  he  pi opei ty  destroyed  1  suppose  bears  no  proportion  in  value 
to  the  lots  on  which  the  stores  stood.  You  did  not  tell  me  whether 
there  was  any  insurance  on  them  or  your  Uncle  Thorn's.10  1  think 
there  was  though  from  what  I  learned  while  in  lk  In  one  of  my  let¬ 
ters  I  asked  you  to  give  me  the  particulars  of  the  losses  sustained  by 
your  family. 

Your  intelligence  respecting  Dave  is  melancholy.  I  feel  more  than 
I  ever  did  fearful  that  1  advised  him  injudiciously.  Hut  he  would 
have  been  obliged  to  go  to  Oberlin  under  any  circumstances.11  Your 
lather  before  speaking  to  me  on  the  subject  had  resolved  firmly  that 
he  should  go  willing  or  unwilling,  and  my  advise  to  him  was  to  obey 
chcei  fully  as  possible.  Well  I  pity  his  cond  it  ion  sit  ice  you  in  I  or  m  me 
of  his  unhappiness,  and  would  aid  him  in  any  way  that  1  could.  I 
shall  write  to  him  immediately. 

You  tell  me  to  give  you  the  names  ol  the  ladies  in  Fort.  1  will.  Mrs. 
Holden,  Mrs.  Green  &:  Mrs.  I  ucker,  the  first  an  old,  and  respectable 
camp  woman,  wife  ol  the  orderly  Sergt.,  the  second  wile  of  C ’or pi . 
Green,  the  third  Hospital  Matron.  I  suppose  by  this  time  you  have 
teceived  letters  in  which  I  tell  you  all  about  everything  here.  I  have 
been  today  looking  at  rooms  at  a  very  respectable  private  boarding 
house  in  Queen  St.  and  shall  occupy  one  of  them  if  you  come  on. 
I  suppose  if  you  come  immediately  you  will  have  three  or  four 
months  to  spend  here  and  I  think  we  can  spend  that  time  happy ly 
even  in  a  boarding  house.  Whether  I  remain  here  or  not  you  cannot, 
unless  we  can  quarter  at  Sullivans  Island  which  I  suppose  cannot  be. 

I  am  more  persuaded  to  go  to  Ft.  Macon1-  the  place  has  many  very 
important  advantages.  We  can  live  there  cheaper  I  am  told  than  in 
almost  any  place  in  the  U.  States,  and  the  climate  is  very  nearly  the 
same  as  this.  There  is  no  society  there  except  in  the  garrison.  The 
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DAVll)  STUART  “oL.D  UNCLE” 

From  portrait  owned  by  Helen  Smart  Marian. 
Family  tradition  is  that  the  scar  was  from  a  wound 
sustained  in  Indian  fighting. 
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town  of  lieaufort  is  about  a  mile  from  the  Fort,  and  Ncwbern  is  ^ o 
miles.  Oysters  there  are  tremendous  fellows  ecjual  to  any  in  the 
world. 

We  can  there  live  the  year  round  without  fear  of  yellow  fever,  or 
any  other  dangerous  fevers  which  are  here  so  frequent  &  fatal.  It 
would  surprise  you  to  know  how  the  people  live  here,  in  transit 
continually.  The  fashionables  are  now  all  in  the  country  spending 
Christmas  holydays.  They  will  return  in  a  short  time  to  spend  the 
gay  season  in  the  City  when  all  soi  ls  ol  frolicking  will  be  rile,  balls, 
routs,  masquerades  and  horse  racing  in  perfection.  This  lasts  about 
G  weeks  or  two  months  when  the  good  folks,  afraid  to  remain  in  the 
City,  and  it  being  certain  death  to  spend  a  single  night  in  the  Coun¬ 
try,  they  llee  to  the  North,  where  they  remain  until  after  the  first 
host  when  they  return  say  in  November  and  alter  remaining  a  few 
days  or  weeks  in  the  City,  betake  themselves  to  the  plantations.  It  is 
a  remarkable  fact  that  it  is  considered  almost  suicidal  to  spend  a 
night  in  the  Country  about  Charleston  during  the  months  ol  June 
July  August,  Septr.  &:  October  &:  November.  The  negroes  during 
these  months  are  almost  the  only  population  out  of  the  bounds  of  the 
City.  To  be  sure  the  overseers  with  their  families  remain  but  they 
become  in  some  way  inured  to  the  Malaria,  and  manage  to  exist  a 
wretched  cadaverous,  dropsical,  liver  swolen  inanimate  race.  I  hey 
are  all  short  lived  who  continue  long  on  the  plantations,  an  old  white 
man  having  become  old  in  the  Country  is  unheard  of. 

1  hose  who  live  in  the  City  during  the  summer  are  perfectly  shut 
up,  as  much  so  as  if  they  were  in  a  prison,  a  ride  into  the  interiour 
being  <jij  times  in  a  hundred  the  cause  of  what  is  termed  Country 
fever, 1:1  which  is  more  fatal  than  the  yellow  fever.  I  believe  the  great 
danger  is  in  spending  a  night  without  the  precincts  of  the  City,  ex¬ 
cept  in  certain  spots  which  are  few  and  far  between,  and  which  if 
they  can  be  reached  before  nightfall  alford  pretty  sure  protection 
against  disease.  Then  there  is  the  Strangers  fever  which  is  said  to  be 
a  most  horrible  disease  and  from  which  the  nat  ives  are  exempt.  F  rom 
all  these  complaints  I  pray  to  be  delivered.  During  the  winter  1 
imagine  Charleston  is  as  healthy  as  any  City  in  America,  and  even 
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“!C  Tr  TC‘"  aregCnC,'a"y  1,1  S'"*11  '■Mth.  Soda 
is  10  be  (lie  fashionable  drink  here,  lor  even  now  (he 

founts  arc  doing  a  great  business. 

I  wish  you  to  remember  me  with  much  alfcction  lo  all  my  dear 

l..e^s.mdrela.,ve^(nol  ,obeS(u'ebyco,,san8,ii,,uity  but  still  ilk,- 

T>«&H°'*r8<MK  r  *  &A"'"S  *  Iw'ie  “  Cox«  &  Haslet."  Drs. 

■  ^  H.,  Cot  ism  George-'1  and  all.  1  hope  Dr.  Soil  has  recovered 
-give  my  regards  to  him.  n>  recovered 

Now  we  will  talk  about  your  coming  ,o  see  your  husband  It  is  a 
subject  about  which  I  cannot  exactly  make  up  my  mind  i  do  want 

Lt'le  .aS'SUIC  yoU  (wl,ldl  >'ou  k"9W  Ml  well)  lor  I  am  emircly 

c  uled  m  my  present  mode  of  life,  of  no  use  to  myself  or  anyone  else 

,  S‘ar  1,0,11  bc,n8 «  »ow  as  I  was  (he  lirst  day  I  l<>t  here' 

1  lie,  e  ,s  one  trouble  in  the  way  of  your  coming  here  which"  do  not 
know  how  to  get  along  with  very  well.  Seeing  d, a,  our  c,  '  „  and 

F  f  “IT  01  "  U,,r°r‘u,,au:  l!ox  ''*«  some  where  on  the 
I ,  ‘  1  ’  T)Ca'm0t  8°  U*  ''<>“*•*  keeping  here  (without  going  to 

'  txlxnse  ol  buying  anew,  which  1  don't  think  will  exactly  suit) 

h  X  cUvT'f  T  mS,“'S-  Ish'ld'  -  if ' ""-7  -re  allowed  me 

will  we  mam  dlS  '  ‘  l''°  SpH,,g  K<>  to  Kl'  M^oti  how 

ue  manage  about  a  thousand  things  which  are  now  snug  in 

advent "  ,  ,  T*  tl,crc  Ptlllal«  M  Summer  if  per- 

^  wo  t  to  1  ySD  tm"  OUL  YOU  Wi“  k,IOW  ^>^1  "hat 
"am  10  b0f'  'v',,h  tllal>  I  and  if  you  think  with  what  you 
lave  you  could  open  house,  and  be  content,  why  then,  very  well 

or  you  know  I  can  live  in  almost  any  way.  Our  Castors  I  fear  will' 
con  e  to  us  tn  a  state  of  impalpable  powder.  I  have  a  very  great  regard 

arv  !',UNPa,  tY  h°l,SCh°ld  Yo“  ««  buy  whatever  is  neces- 
at )  in  New  York  You  can  get  things  much  cheaper  there  than  here. 

W  c  w ill  want  no  blankets  or  comfortables 

You  ask  me  if  1  think  I  shall  be  in  Brooklyn  in  the  Summer.  1  do 
p.ovtded  I  do  not  go  to  Fort  Macon,  and  provided  also  that  if  here 
1  can  possibly  get  away.  If  I  should  fail  in  getting  to  Macon  we  will 
tc  inn  together  to  New  York  about  June  or  July.  All  is  now  uncer¬ 
tainty,  let  us  wait  patiently  trusting  in  Providence  to  bring  about 
our  wishes,  fou  see  I  come  to  no  positive  decision.  1  do  not  like  to 
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take  you  away  from  your  dear  relatives  to  whom  you  are  under  so 
many  obligations,  and  in  whose  care  you  are  now  so  comfortable  & 
happy,  noi  do  1  wish  to  subject  you  to  the  disagreeable  alternative 
ol  coming  to  me  under  the  circumstances  attendant  on  a  sea  voyage. 
But  you  must  come  sooner  or  later  and  I  do  not  know  but  it  would 
be  best  to  start  at  once.  Get  the  advise  of  the  wise  ones  on  the  best 
mode  of  conveyance,  whether  Steam  Packet  or  Ship.  If  you  can  get 
katy  to  accompany  you  it  will  be  fortunate  but  what  will  become  of 
her.-'  W  ill  she  stay  with  us  or  return  at  once. 

Appendix- 1  feel  happy  to  think  that  there  is  a  means  of  escape 
opened  (il  1  choose  to  embrace  it)  from  this  Post.  We  could  never 
live  here  on  our  pay  and  although  the  climate  is  so  delightful  in 
winter  the  summers  1  suppose  are  hot,  hot,  and  you  would  never 
consent  to  spend  more  than  8  months  in  the  year  here.  The  Climate 
at  Ft.  M.  is  almost  equal  to  this  in  winter,  perhaps  a  little  colder, 
and  in  summer  you  will  not  suiter  more  from  heat  than  in  the  City 
of  N.  York.  No  fevers  there.  Oysters,  ducks,  turkeys  and  all  things 
cheap  as  you  could  wish.  I  low  is  Dr.  Still  today.  Give  him  my  love. 

1  he  box  was  full  of  oranges.  The  ragmuffins  eat  them  up.  I  will 
see  the  Captn.  on  the  subject. 

I  wish  I  had  some  more  room  to  write.  1  have  not  written  enough 

O 

to  salisly  you  a  moment.  1  ell  Aunt  Nelly*"  I  intend  one  of  these  days 
to  write  her  a  long  epistle.  She  must  excuse  me  for  the  present. 

Yours  affectionately 

9th  Jany. 

Since  I  have  been  writing  we  have  had  more  news  from  Florida, 
and  we  expected  yesterday  to  have  been  ordered  away  immediately, 
but  we  are  still  here.  Gen.  Eustis  will  be  in  town  tomorrow  and  then 
we  shall  know  what  is  to  be  clone.  I  have  no  idea  that  he  will  take 
upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  ordering  the  companies  into  F., 
nor  is  it  today  supposed  by  many  that  there  will  be  any  movement 
here.  There  has  probably  been  before  this  something  done  by  Genls. 
Clinch"-1  and  Call*1  which  will  put  the  matter  to  rest.  I  got  today  a 
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,  ,U  1,0,11  Hi-.M- lie  says  lus  leave  expires  151I1  Feby.,  ami  wains  me 
o  decide  at  once.  My  mind  is  pretty  well  decided.  1  think  I  shall  go 
k  therefore  you  may  make  up  your  mind  to  wait  quietly  for  "I,,, liter 
o.ders  .  You  will  soon  hear  from  me.  My  bran  new  plan  now  is  to 
meet  you  at  Norfolk  (after  the  preliminaries  are  settled)  about  the 
.0  h  keby.  1  cannot  yet  say  exactly  how  we  will  arrange  matters.  If 
I  do  finally  conclude  to  meet  you  at  Norfolk  1  will  give  you  in  due 
/mu;  all  necessary  directions  how  to  go,  when  to  start,  &c  Sic.  1  >0  you 
t  nnk  you  can  get  one  ol  the  boys  to  accompany  you  to  Baltimore, 

1  you  can  you  will  have  no  trouble  in  gening  from  there  to  Norfolk 
when  we  can  take  railroad  Sc  stage  to  Ft.  Macon. 

II  we  go,  how  are  we  to  manage  about  our  furniture,  Car  bet  esne- 
t  tally,  lor  at  Fort  Macon  there  will  be  no  opportunity  for  board  it  to 
but  we  must  at  once  go  to  house  keeping.  If  you  can  get  one  cheap 
you  had  perhaps  better  buy.  Newbern  the  best  city  in  N  C  is 
miles  off,  where  we  can  get  kitchen  furniture  &c.  Farewell  Dear 
Molly.  k,ss  my  baby  this  time,  and  tell  it  all  about  its  daddy. 

Your  affectionate  Doc.  G.F.T.-5 

U'e  cannot  get  the  Box  1  suppose  before  May  if  at  all.  Cypher  ii  out 
as  well  as  may  be. 

It  I  bad  some  paper  I  would  write  you  a  25  cent  letter. 

1  Castle  Pinckney,  North  Carolina. 

-  Original  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunstnoor  Clark. 

J  i  lie  home  of  Mary  Stuart  Turners  grandmother,  Mrs.  John  Sullivan,  was  at  the 
miner  of  l  ull,,,,  &  Nassau  Streets,  Brooklyn.  NX  J  Ire  house  was  inn,  ,l„wn  in  mat- 
mg  the  approaches  to  the  Brooklyn  Bridge. 

’trail  wh*T  fr  Br°°kl!n  Wa$  f‘m  knOW“  aS  ***  Ro‘l'i-  11  was  once  an  Indian 
.  l.yvluch  led  to  points  throughout  Long  Island.  The  name  was  changed  to  Fulton 

ice  honor  of  Robert  1- niton,  the  inventor  of  the  steam  boat,  who  established  the 

„  steam  fen y  between  Manhattan  and  Brooklyn.  This  was  the  nucleus  of  the  busi- 
ness  section  of  Brooklyn. 

‘  Osceola  the  Seminole  Chief,  lie  was  often  called  Powell  because  his  mother 
married  a  white  man,  called  Powell,  after  his  father’s  death 

‘  Note:  (in  Mary  Turner's  writing)  "Child  little  Mary-a  month  old."  Link  Mary 
Sullivan  I  urner,  born  in  Detroit,  Oct.  ,8M.  She  died  in  Detroit  Marti,  2, 

A»»t  V.  was  Aunt  Coxc-Ellcn.  or  Nelly  Sullivan,  who  was  the  widow I.t.  huno 

then  37  yemsoU  a'K’  """  ""  M“-  ™ 
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7  The  Stuart  family  moved  from  Mackinac  Island  to  De  troit  in  183  p  Marion  Smart, 
t'ged  7  died  in  Detroit  Aug;.  3,  1835— Celia,  aged  3 \ 2 ,  died  March  18,  1  Hjti,  and  William 
Maynard,  aged  G,  died  April  1*5,  183!). 

8  “Ma"  was  the  name  by  which  the  Stuart  grandchildren  called  their  grandmother, 
Mrs.  John  Sullivan. 

u  "The  Cheat  Fire  of  1835"  happened  Dec.  iG  &  17,  1835  and  destroyed  some  seven¬ 
teen  blocks  in  the  business  sec  tion  of  New  \oik  City—  I  lanover  Square,  Water  Street, 
South  Street,  William  Street,  Wall  Street  and  Exchange  Place.  Nearly  700  buildings 
were  consumed,  chielly  large  shipping  and  wholesale  drygoods  and  grocery  houses, 
l’lte  Merchants'  Exchange  on  Wall  Street  was  burned. 

1,1  Unde  Thoi  11  was  Dr.  Rit hard  Van  Wyck  T  horne,  who  had  married  Aunt  Maria 
Sullivan,  the  eldest  sister  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Small.  The  Thornes  lived  at  the 
Cornel  of  Sands  &:  Adams  Streets,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

11  David  Smart,  according  to  the  records  of  Obcrlin  College,  was  enrolled  in  i8;G 
and  i()37,  "transferring  there  from  Amherst  on  account  ol  his  belief  in  anti-slavery.” 

Fort  Macon,  North  Carolina  was  located  at  Topsail  Inlet,  Carteret  County— 
2  miles  from  Beaufort. 

13  "Count  1  y  fevet  ”,  according  to  the  cxpci  t  on  Tropical  Diseases  of  the  I J.  S.  Public 
Health  Service,  was  ty  phoid  fever.  In  some  places  in  the  South  even  now  typhoid  is 
called  "Country  disease.” 

I  ‘  Mary  Turner’s  grandmother,  Mrs.  Sullivan. 

15  Aunt  Maria  Sullivan  1  home— Mrs.  Richard  Van  Wyck  Thorne,  li\ing  at  j  1 
Sands  St.,  Brooklyn. 

10  Aunt  Nelly  Coxe,  li\  ing  with  her  mother,  Mrs.  Sullivan,  at  the  Corner  of  Fulton 
&:  Nassau  Streets,  Brooklyn. 

II  Aunt  Jane  Sullis an  I  laslett,  wife  of  Dr.  John  I  laslett,  1  i \  ing  in  Brooklyn. 

ls  Dr.  Richard  Van  Wyck  Thorne,  husband  of  "Aunt  Maria”. 

lu  Dr.  John  I  laslett.  U.S.N.,  stationed  at  New  Yoik  Navy  Yard. 

"Cousin  George"  was  George  Arthur  Thorne,  son  of  Aunt  Maria,  born  Jan.  21, 

1 8 1  |. 

-'  "Dr.  Still"  was  Dr.  John  Sullivan  Thorne,  born  April  icy,  1807,  son  of  Aunt 
Maria.  "Dr.  Sull"  was  greatly  beloved  by  all  the  Stuart  cousins.  lie  lived  with  his 
parents,  Dr.  R.  V.  W.  Thorne  and  his  wife,  at  j  1  Sands  Street,  Brooklyn,  and  was  a 
practicing  physician. 

--  Aunt  Nelly  was  Ellen  Sullivan  Coxe,  the  widow  of  I.t.  James  Coxe. 

-■•General  Duncan  L„  Clinch,  who  resigned  from  the  Army  in  Florida  in  1 8-jG. 

-'  Richard  Keith  Call,  commissioned  Territorial  Gov.  of  Fla.  March  iG,  183G. 

Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner  U.S.A.  who  had  married  Mary  Stuart,  July  18,  183.]. 


Fort  Marion  10th  March  183G 

My  Dearest  Molly1 

Since  I  last  wrote,  yours  of  24th  Feby.  has  reached  me,  bringing 
with  it  the  joy  which  news  from  you  has  never  failed  to  bring,  and  in 
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He  excitement  produced  by  its  perusal  I  was  resolved  for moment 
to  write  you  even  though  it  should  be  a  slight  variation  from  my 
accustomed  period  of  writing,  but  something  prevented  the  lull, lb 
..tciitol  my  good  purpose  and  you  now  have  my  Sam, day  evening 

Since  my  last  the  lace  of  things  here  has  prodigiously  changed  in¬ 
stead  of  tumult,  and  noise,  dust,  dirt  and  uproar,  all  is  calm.  The 
men  of  war  have  departed  leaving  us  to  our  reflections,  and  nielan- 
‘  to  )  cogitations,  and  1  assure  you  the  contrast  is  great.  I  am  now 
sitting  m  an  office  attached  to  the  Hospital  alone  free  to  talk  to  you 

without  fear  of  intrusion,  the  patients  all  doing  well,  and  the  attend- 

utits  under  the  command  of  the  Steward  sweeping,  scrubbing  Sf-c  i„ 
the  other  end  of  the  house.  Yesterday  I  had  a  grand  jail  delivery  by 
discharging  3g  disabled  soldiers,  who  went  off  this  morning  ,,, 
Steam  boat  to  Charleston,  leaving  me  with  only  about  ,(i  now  sick 
U  harton  k-ft  this  morning  for  l'icolata,  so  i,  seems  that  you,  desire 
is  lulfilled  to  the  letter,  and  I  am  to  remain  in  St.  Augustine,  in  fact 
t  icie  is  no  one  here  now  to  order  me  away,  and  I  should  not  leave 
the  sick  il  l  was  ordered.  1  think  that  in  2  or3  weeks  that  I  shall  have 
a  Clean  Hospital  for  the  diseases  of  my  patients  now  are  such  as  lo 
encourage  me  to  believe  that  they  will  all  be  well  in  a  short  time  and 
there  will  be  no  more  militia  here  probably.  II  this  is  the  case,  as  it 

I  be  no  doubt,  I  shall  be  here  unoccupied  except  by  the  few  cases 

U  HC  1  Ina*  OCCUr  amonRst  lllc  Regulars  stationed  here.  Well  then 
w  ty  should  1  not  take  the  opportunity  of  applying  for  a  leave  of 
absence.  I  have  been  revolving  the  subject  in  my  mind  today  but  can 
come  to  no  decision  on  the  subject.  There  is  one  good  reason  why 
1  Should  not  now  apply,  and  that  is  because  if  1  obtained  a  leave  it 
would  not  be  for  more  than  3  or  4  months,  and  would  thus  expire 
in  the  months  of  July  or  August,  when  1  should  be  obliged  to  to 
<  uty  (probably  at  Fort  Macon)  and  take  you  with  me,  which  I  should 
not  like  to  do  in  mid  summer  for  fear  of  sickness.  1  might  perhaps 
get  an  extension  of  my  furlough.  1  am  almost  tempted  to  do  any- 
dung  that  will  enable  me  once  more  to  sec  you.  1  have  not  spent  one 
happy  moment  since  I  left  you,  that  is,  to  speak  comparatively,  to  be 
suic  I  am  content  to  a  certain  extent,  but  my  thoughts  are  always 
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with  you  dear  Molly,  and  so  far  from  becoming  reconciled  to  our 
separation  I  am  growing  daily  more  weary  of  iny  life  spent  away 
from  all  that  is  most  dear  to  me  on  earth.  My  duty  to  God,  and  my 
duty  to  my  Country  could  alone  be  sufficient  to  make  me  consent  to 
being  longer  absent  from  you.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  yield  to  the  decrees 
of  a  kind  Providence,  and  strive  to  feel  that  good  must  be  brought 
out  of  apparent  evil.  1  know  this  our  separation  is  intended  for  our 
good,  let  us  then  improve  it,  let  it  teach  us  to  derive  our  happiness 
from  a  purer,  and  better  source  than  can  be  found  in  any  worldly  & 
perishing  object.  Oh  what  a  struggle  1  have  had  to  become  even 
patient  under  by  present  circumstances.  I  have  felt  at  times  utterly 
wretched  but  have  found  relief  from  that  never  failing  fountain  of 
mercy,  whither  all  should  go  for  consolation. 

Sunday  eve  7  o’clock.  I  laving  been  called  off  by  professional  duties 
and  owing  to  the  intervention  of  the  Sabbath,  you  will  dear  Mary 
excuse  me  for  being  unusually  brief  when  I  promise  you  that  if  I 
live  and  am  well  I  will  write  you  again  by  the  next  mail  which  leaves 
here  on  Thursday— it  is  now  too  late  to  write  as  the  mail  closes  to¬ 
night.  Nothing  of  much  importance  has  transpired  since  my  last 
though  in  my  next  I  will  give  you  the  news.  1  trust  our  precious 
baby-  is  well,  how  1  long  to  see  the  darling  may  it  soon  be  my  happy 
lot  so  to  do.  Give  love  to  all,  and  sincere  love  too.  1  am  anxious  to 

•  1 

hear  from  Detroit,  the  intelligence  you  give  of  poor  Kate  and  dear 
little  Celia:‘  is  distressing.  Poor  Mother,  what  will  she  do  if  she  loses 
her  dear  lit  1  le  pet.  My  God  grant  to  her  the  joy  of  seeing  her  recover. 
There  is  something  unaccountable  in  the  continual  distress  which 
attends  your  father’s  family.  I  am  expecting  daily  to  hear  from  them. 
I  am  almost  determined  to  apply  for  a  furlough  at  once,  my  next 
will  probably  inform  you  that  I  have  done  so.  Excuse  me  now  from 
writing  more  as  you  will  soon  I  trust  hear  again  from  me.  Do  write 
oftener.  Aunt  Nelly’s  letter  has  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

Now  my  dear  Molly  good  night,  and  may  heaven’s  best  gifts  be 
yours,  may  you  be  happy  in  your  present  circumstances,  and  that  we 
may  soon  meet  again  is  the  prayer  of  your  devoted  husband. 


G.F.T. 
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W  lien  I  commenced  tins  I  expected  I  was  going  to  write  you  a  long 
lettei ,  K:  am  disappointed  mysell  in  sending  this. 

8  oclk. 

1  am  in  fidget  as  you  percievc.  1  was  hurrying  to  get  my  letter  oir 
nit  1  have  yet  a  few  moments  more  to  devote  to  your  edification. 

le  ma"  "'Rotates  the  letters  is  not  here.  I  have  written  my  applica¬ 
tion  for  leave  of  absence,  but  must  wait  1  find  until  the  arrival  of 
Capt.  Dnnmick  in  order  to  get  his  approval.  We  have  no  command- 
mg  officer  here  at  present.  I  should  not  have  been  in  such  a  hurry 
bad  1  known  better  the  form  of  application  for  leaves.  The  papers 
arc  all  made  out,  but  they  must  lay  on  the  table  for  one  or  two  days. 
Don’t  make  loo  large  calculation,  as  we  may  be  disappointed  1  hope 
to  get  my  furlough  about  251I1  of  April  if  so  I  shall  probably  be  in 
New  York  about  the  middle  of  May  perhaps  sooner.  1  have  asked 
lor  3  months  and  if  I  get  this  I  may  gel  the  time  extended.  1  repeat  it 
Molly  do  not  make  up  your  mind  that  my  plan  will  succeed.  1  hope 
n  may  and  have  good  reason  for  so  doing.  What  happy  1  imes  we  can 
anticipate.  God  grant  we  may  not  be  disappointed.  Adieu  dear 
Molly,  kiss  iny  dear  baby  for  me. 

1  Original  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dtmsnioor  Clark. 

‘Mary  Sullivan  Turner,  born  in  Detroit  Oct.  s.j.  .835.  Died  there  March  2.,  ,837. 

•  wha  Stuart,  child  of  Robert  K:  Eli/abeih  Stuart,  born  at  Micliilimacinac  June  3 
1832.  Died  in  Detroit  March  1 8,  183G. 


Fort  Marion,  April  yoth,  18^6 

My  dear  Mary1 

It  seems  a  long  time  since  I  wrote  my  last  letter  to  you,  tbougb  it 
bas  really  been  but  one  short  week  and  during  that  time  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  yours  ol  30th  March  informing  me  of  the  death  of  our  dear 
Celia.-  This  intelligence  sorrowfull  as  it  was,  was  not  unlooked  for, 
as  I  had  (alter  the  receipt  ol  yours  which  gave  me  some  account  of 
hei  symptoms)  sad  forebodings  of  that  event  which  has  brought  into 
your  alHictcd  family  renewed  and  hitter  anguish.  She  died  as  I  trust 
W€  may  prepared  to  meet  her  Saviour.  She  has  gone  from  a  world 
ol  trial,  and  suffering  to  one  ol  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory. 
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Blessed  soul,  I  have  heard  her  say  that  when  she  died  she  should  he 
an  angel  in  I  leaven,  but  little  did  1  dream  that  1  should  so  soon  have 
this  expression  brought  to  my  mind  with  such  force.  She  is  now 
happy,  and  her  condition  is  one  which  all  should  strive  to  attain  to, 
but  still  we  lament  her  loss,  we  want  her  here  with  ns  to  struggle 
with  the  cares,  the  sorrows  &  disappointments  of  life,  and  we  bemoan 
her  loss  as  if  she  was  a  sufferer— not  realizing  that  she  is  now  as  we 
feel  assured  participating  in  the  joys  ol  Heaven.  Let  11s  dear  Mary 
endeavour  to  control  our  regrets  and  look  to  God  for  the  influence 
of  his  spirit  on  our  hearts  to  make  us  better  prepared  for  that  day 
when  we  too  must  appear  before  his  throne.  Our  dear  Father  & 
Mother  have  received  a  dreadful  shock  in  their  bereavement.  Celia 
was  their  darling  child.  She  was  dear  very  dear  to  their  hearts  but 
the  tie  which  bound  her  there  is  severed,  and  they  must  now  be  con¬ 
soled  by  confiding  in  the  promises  of  our  Heavenly  Father  to  his 
afflicted  children,  and  may  they  find  in  their  distress  that  he  has 
not  forsaken  them. 

I  oday  has  been  to  me  full  of  uncomfortable  reflections.  Dimick 
set  out  yesterday  for  Muscjuito  Inlet  with  30  men  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  away  provisions  which  were  left  there  by  the  troops 
which  were  previously  stationed  there,  he  went  in  a  Steam  boat. 
Today  we  have  had  a  tremendous  thunder  storm,  such  a  one  as  is 
not  often  witnessed  in  the  north.  1  wish  the  command  was  back  again 
as  1  am  lost  when  Dimick  is  away  for  he  keeps  me  by  his  conversation 
from  thinking  of  somebody  too  much,  which  is  a  great  point  gained. 
I  find  that  it  will  not  do  to  suffer  myself  to  dwell  often  on  the 
thoughts  connected  with  the  place  where  I  direct  my  letters.  Such 
reflections  though  delightful  are  nevertheless  when  too  frequently 
indulged  in  ruinous  to  my  peace  of  mind.  I  used  once  to  sit  for  hours, 
and  meditate  on  pleasures  passed  in  the  society  of  my  Molly,  and 
dwell  in  anticipation  upon  those  which  are  yet  in  prospect  until  1 
became  unfit  for  the  stale  dtdl  realities  connected  with  my  duties. 
But  1  am  now  learning  slowly  very  slowly  to  direct  my  thoughts  in 
a  different  channel.  When  I  lind  myself  thinking  too  seriously  of 
home  I  endeavor  by  every  means  to  direct  my  thoughts,  which  I  sup¬ 
pose  you  think  is  very  cruel  in  me,  but  so  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  do. 
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Again  no  news.  Dismal  reflection.  I  expected  that  by  ibis  lime  we 
simultl  have  been  on  our  way  to  the-  North.  We  are  still  utterly 
ignorant  of  the  position  of  the  Army,  of  what  has  been  done,  or  what 
the  prospect  is  ol  the  Wars  being  terminated.  1  will  not  speculate 
on  the  subject,  time  will  reveal  all.  1  am  living  on  hope,  and  n-yiim 
l°  devise  some  scheme  to  get  to  Brooklyn  even  if  the  war  should  not 
terminated  but  I  can  tell  nothing  about  it  yet.  Wc  are  now  expect¬ 
ing  news  by  the  way  ol  St.  Marks  which  you  know  is  on  the  Gulph  ol 
Mexico  and  if  we  get  intelligence  from  that  quarter  we  may  not  hear 
before  the  25th.  Wc  feel  certain  that  Scott  is  on  the  Western  side  of 
t  ic  Peninsula  perhaps  now  at  Tampa  but  whether  lie  has  done  any¬ 
thing  decissive  or  not  we  are  at  a  loss  to  know.  1  hope  lie  has  not 
beaten  the  Indians  as  did  Genl.  Gaines  who  by  the  by  will  be  tried 
b)  a  court  martial  for  his  rcdiculous  conduct,  and  ought  to  be  cash¬ 
iered.  There  is  a  very  sensible  piece  in  the  New  York  Courier  & 
hnquircr  of  2nd  April  respecting  the  redoubtable  doings  of  Gen.  G 
which  you  had  better  read. 

Ciane  is  now  in  command  here,  and  seems  to  take  things  as  com- 
lortably  as  possible.  I  do  not  think  that  lie  is  very  much  distressed 
with  longings  after  home,  he  has  not  beard  from  Mrs.  fora  long  lime 
and  still  he  gives  himself  no  trouble  about  her.  "I  lappy  thrice  happy 
be”  but  deliver  me  from  such  enjoyment.  When  you  write  you  will 
do  well  to  send  any  word  respecting  the  Coin’s,  family  which  you 
may  be  able  to  do  without  much  trouble  as  it  will  save  her  the  fatigue 
ol  writing,  and  him  the  trouble  of  reading.  1  am  still  well  with  die 
exception  ol  a  little  touch  of  mental  ailments  which  affect  occasion¬ 
ally  my  eating  propensities,  and  which  will  if  1  cannot  soon  get  the 
nghl  medicine  give  me  the  real  Dis/ie/tsui!  Laugh  now,  but  it  is  no 
less  true  than  ridiculous.  My  Lungs  arc  as  far  as  1  know  as  good  as 
ever  they  were.  1  have  not  for  months  had  any  troubles  with  this 

part  ol  my  system  though  I  cannot  say  the  same  in  reference  to  other 
functions. 

I  find  I  am  getting  into  a  better  train  of  feeling  than  when  I  first 
commenced  this  which  was  this  morning  but  1  fear  my  improvement 
null  not  benefit  you  much  as  I  must  draw  to  a  speedy  close  in  order 
to  mail  my  letter.  We  arc  now  messing  in  the  Barracks.  The  Mess 
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consists  ol  five  and  I  am  caterer  and  fisherman.  Trent  Winder  is  here, 
and  awfully  depressed  in  spirits.  1  Ie  has  been  sick,  and  wants  to  see 
his  Wife  bad,  as  we  used  to  say  the  worst  kind.  Poor  fellow  he  wants 
me  to  give  him  pills  but  I  tell  him  it  won’t  do. 

These  Indian  disturbances  will  occasion  many  resignations  as  it  is 
all  toil  and  no  glory  for  the  officers.  I  would  resign  myselt  il  1  had 
§30,000  per  day  and  all  expenses  paid.  How  would  you  like  Molly 
to  go  to  farming.  You  might  then  indulge  your  dreadful  propensity 
for  young  pigs,  calves,  goslings  R:  chickens  and  I  could  drive  a  milk 
cart.  Would  not  it  be  splendid.  So  much  for  thoughts  on  resigna¬ 
tions,  but  further  I  should  be  seriously  tempted  to  resign  if  after 
the  close  of  this  concern  I  should  be  ordered  to  Alabama  with  the 
troops  who  it.  is  thought  will  go  there  for  the  protection  of  the 
Natives,  and  also  to  see  that  the  red  bretheren  take  up  their  line  of 
march  lot  the  west  at  the  time  specified  in  the  treaty.  Hut  we  will 
know  more  of  this  hereafter.  At  present  we  will  take  a  look  on  the 
bright  side  ol  the  picture.  What  is  done  about  Martha  A.  If  you 
have  not  written  to  her  R:  to  Mrs.  1 1  you  ought  to  be  whipped. 

For  fear  that  a  certain  draft  for  one  hundred  dollars,  on  the  Life 
R:  'Trust  Company  in  New  York  in  favor  of  Geo.  F.  Turner,  and 
payable  to  Airs.  Mary  E.  Turner,  or  Dr.  Sull.  Thorne  may  be  mis¬ 
carried  or  lost,  I  wish  if  you  do  not  get  it  in  season  that  you  would 
send  to  the  office  of  this  Company,  and  order  its  payment  stopped. 
You  will  probably  have  reed,  it  before  you  get  this.  I  do  not  know 
exactly  what  the  concern  is  called.  I  believe  though  it  is  the  Life  Sc 
Trust  or  Life  Insurance  Sc  Trust  Corpn.  something  of  the  kind  you 
can  find  out  if  necessary  from  your  Uncle  T.  Mr.  Dclafield  is  one  of 
the  corpn.  either  president  or  cashier  I  don’t  know  which. 

Well  it  is  time  to  close  this.  Kiss  our  daughter,  clear  little  animal 
how  I  yearn  for  a  look  at  her  sweet  face,  but  1  won’t  think  about  her. 
Give  my  love  to  Maa:t  and  tell  her  that  I  am  well,  but  am  fast  assum¬ 
ing  the  color  of  the  country  I  mean  complexion  which  is  mulatto. 
When  we  were  married  you  remember  my  face  was  brick  color  but 
now  is  a  few  shades  worse.  The  sun  is  hot  enough  now  to  roast  one 
but  the  place  is  perfectly  healthy  more  so  I  will  venture  to  say  than 
Brooklyn.  Remember  me  sincerely  to  Aunts  Maria,  Coxe  R:  I  Iaslctt, 
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lo  l  r.  Sail,  Haslctt  &  I  home,  lo  George,  and  Mis,  VV.<  Good  night 
Mo  ly  I  wish  you  were  now  with  me,  hut  wishes  will  not  avail  May 
God  bless  you  give  you  confidence  in  hint  and  preserve  you  and  on, 
Iitllc  one  111  health  and  happiness. 

Your  affectionate 
Geo.  F.  T. 

My  next  I  trust  will  be  more  interesting 

O’ 

1  Oiiidn.il  owned  by  l’Ii/;ibcth  Duiismoor  Clark. 

-Cdia  Stuart,  eighth  child  of  Robert  &  Elizabeth  Stuart,  bon,  June  , 

3  Captain  Justin  Dimick.  U.S.M.A.  ifii  p 
•*  I  t.  Colonel  2nd  Artillery,  Ichabod  B.  Crane. 

"  l'.uuna  Maria  Williams,  Mrs.  Sullivan's  niece,  who  lived  with  her. 


bol  t  Marion,  St.  Augustine, 

w  n  c.  .  May  3rd,  1836 

My  Dear  Sir,1 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  long 
coked  for  letter,  and  1  should  have  been  more  prompt  in  my  reply 

had  1  not  watted  for  intelligence  fit . lie  Army  which  I  supposed 

would  be  interesting  to  you. 

1  had  been  informed  by  Mary  previous  to  the  receipt  of  yours  that 
our  dear  Celttr  was  no  more,  and  1  had  endeavored  lo  prepare  my 
mmd  lor  this  solemn,  and  afflicting  event,  from  the  time  that  she 
gave  me  a  brief  history  of  the  fearful  symptoms  of  her  disease,  for 
was  apprehensive  of  the  result.  She  was  indeed  a  lovely  c  hild,  and 
ar  before  her  ecptals  in  years  in  intellect,  and  remarkable  for  Iter 
now  ledge  of  that  plan  ol  salvation  through  the  atonement  of  our 
Lord  which  we  all  must  confidently  trust  will  give  her,  our  dear 
m  e  sister,  a  place  at  his  right  hand  where  her  sanctified  spirit  will 
least  uj)on  the  smiles  of  his  reconciled  countenance. 

She  was  dear,  perhaps  too  dear  to  you  all,  and  this  bereavement 
is  sent  by  God  in  his  mercy  as  a  trial  of  your  faith  in  him.  He  has 
taken  the  soul  of  our  darling  Celia  to  heaven,  he  has  taken  her  from 
a  world  ol  care  sorrow  and  disappointment  to  one  of  everlasting  joy. 


V.i\  \  V  V  \  A  vflfr.’t'W, 


;  |i,  „  ItiW  /-.ffci  >  m.l  .»•«  >l»"  """  *«"»  «**»  ‘l<lw  1  ' 

i  „  m.rr'u  -K,  bireii  .1  .0  .*•  .1.1  b  » 

.<•.<  •  !  bur.  nMjon  im 

> f  I .f  U  ; .  »  > Ul*  il»i >Y 

1’ .  i  .O  J-; 

■I. i ,,ni.ni.i  .i  1  ',l1 

:{i  ./  l/.  ?  M  ,.mU  nii/u(.  f>  w|i.J 
M  I  n!  !»t  nil  in  A  1  !M<  l"  1  ■  ! 

rl  wlvf  Vnr.7Ui.ii  «il*  uhuJ.  fttn  I  ’ 

,•  1 1 ■  /  .)?  i  <>i  m:!  " 

,  j<  rr<<  tt|  ■>  >»  <>cU  I  UuuniJol  *i  •  <• 

.  i!miJl.,  ,  ;  )t:»  :'rfi  :  i  ol  •:);  u  .•'!*<  M  Y<‘  bon.  lolfli  <w*!  but  I 

h..rf  b.Hi  oil  <"W  Va)  1.^ 

-  ■  -  bio;  «  :  V)l  14111,1 

no,  b i,b .  )in./  t  1  brifc.l  »l;  1 1  lid  I* 3*  <1  *  <»*>» *■« i>h,i' 

>1!  mill  iii  fit  .1  wot  )0  !».:  »»  ».  I.  p’lOMt  Mrf  **  bo;  !  (d  J.rj/  51 
,-oj  j. tti rt  tooi  o  03  ifioiuiiiic  j(|»  ob  J  ir»i  'i  nozow  i  lo  I-  «c  v  . 


STUA  IiT  LETTERS 


33 

I  lien  why  should  we  mourn  with  selfish  sorrow  when  the  little 
departed  one  has,  as  we  feel  assured,  obtained  that  eternal  glory 
which  we  in  our  highest  aspirations  cannot  concieve.  Oh  ill  becomes 
me  who  am  so  chained  to  the  world  to  direct  you  to  that  never  hid¬ 
ing  iountain  of  peace,  and  joy  whose  waters  alone  can  heal  the 
wounded  spirit— you  know  full  well  from  whence  your  consolation 
must  come  and  may  your  strength  in  the  Lord  be  increased  when 
the  indict  ions  ol  his  providence  are  heavy  upon  you.  I  am  ihanklull 
that  my  dear  Mrs.  S.  has  gained  in  all  her  trials  such  a  conquest,  and 
that  her  tainting  heart  has  been  supported  and  that  courage  has  been 
given  to  her  in  the  evil  hour.  May  this  dispensation  be  sanctified  to 
you  all. 

I  am  happy  to  learn  that  it  is  your  intention  to  spend  with  the 
family  your  summer  in  Mackinac,  as  I  feel  confident  that  much  good 
will  result  Irom  the  change  of  air,  and  scenery.  It  is  remarkable  that 
there  should  have  been  such  continual  disease  in  the  family  since 
your  residence  in  Detroit,3  particularly  as  that  city  had  a  good  repu¬ 
tation  for  salubrity  (which  however  I  very  much  doubt,)  but  I  trust 
that  now  you  may  be  more  blessed  with  health.  I  am  anxious  to  hear 
of  dear  Kate's4  health  since  Mary  has  told  me  that  she  was  not  well. 
Mackinac  will  improve  her  as  well  as  poor  John.6 

The  campaign  for  this  year  1836  is  at  an  end,  and  it  has  proved 
an  utter  failure,  notwithstanding  the  force  1-  skill  which  has  been 
exerted  in  the  subjugation  of  the  Seminoles.  They  have  been  won¬ 
derfully  successful  in  all  their  enterprises  whilst  a  series  of  mishaps 
has  attended  all  our  movements.  The  hand  of  God  seems  to  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  aid  them  in  resisting  the  oppressor.  They  are  contending 
for  liberty  and  life  and  will  1  believe  withstand  to  the  death  the 
aggressions  of  the  white  man.  I  see  no  prospect  of  a  speedy  termina¬ 
tion  of  this  unhappy  war.  All  offensive  movements  on  our  part  have 
ceased  until  next  November,  when  the  troops  will  again  take  the 
field.  The  Indians  are  now  scattered  over  the  peninsula  in  small 
bands,  and  their  conquest  must  cost  an  immensity  of  labor,  not  to 
speak  of  the  loss  of  life  which  must  be  incurred  in  such  a  warfare. 

My  hopes  of  visiting  this  summer  my  dear  wife,  and  little  otie  are 
almost  at  an  end,  for  the  troops  will  be  retained  in  Florida  until  the 
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Close  ol  the  war,  let  the  period  he  longer  or  shorter,  and  leaves  of 
absences  cannot  be  obtained,  particularly  by  .the  surgeons  who  are 
m  gi  cat  demand.  II  I  remain  here  1  shall,  as  a  mailer  ol  course,  be 
oi tiered  into  the  field  as  soon  as  the  movement  occurs  in  the  (all 
and  then  another  six  months  will  be  added  to  my  exile  from  home,’ 
and  all  that  is  in  this  world  most  dear  to  me.  1  am  severely  tried,  1 
cannot  easily  submit  to  a  separation  from  my  family  of  a  year  and  a 
,  ,  OI'  tUO  >'ca,s  particularly  under  the  circumstances  ol  mv  case. 

am  at  a  loss  how  to  act.  1  cannot  (latter  myself  with  the  expectation 
oi  remaining  much  longer  at  this  station,  and  as  new  posts  (stock¬ 
ades)  are  to  be  established  in  the  imeiiour  1  suppose  that  I  shall 
become  the  unwilling  occupant  of  one  of  them.  Think  of  heiiw 
cooped  up  lor  six  Florida  months  in  a  stockade  go  or  p,  feet  square 
without  daring  to  expose  your  person  a  stones  throw  from  the  work. 

with  a  diet  of  pork  and  bread,  and  the  anticipation  of  being  liberated 

to  indulge  m  the  pleasures  of  a  Seminole  Campaign.  Von  may  lamdi 
but  would  rather  (barring  always  the  name  of  the  thing)  be  incar- 
cerated  m  a  decent  state  prison  the  same  length  of  time,  and  espe¬ 
cially  d  I  could  select  one  near  Brooklyn,  than  to  be  penned  up  in 
a  small  picket  fort  in  the  Indian  country.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
a  post  will  be  established  at  Mosquito  liar  about  tin  miles  south  of 
this,  and  that  there  I  shall  spend  my  summer  provided  1  live,  and 
remain  in  Florida.  I  have  for  the  first  begun  to  think  of  resignin.., 
t  lough  I  have  come  to  no  conclusion  as  it  is  a  most  important  allair, 
and  requires  my  most  serious  reflection.  I  am  waiting  patiently  to 
leai  n  where  I  am  to  be  ordered,  and  in  the  interim  I  have  written 
to  poor  Molly0  for  her  views  on  this  subject  of  my  leaving  the  Army 
I  hope  you  will  give  me  your  advise  by  the  earliest  opportunity  I 
shall  esteem  it  a  great  favor.  Should  1  in  God’s  providence  once  more 
hud  myself  a  citizen,  I  should  enter  as  soon  as  practicable  into  pri¬ 
vate  practice,  and  I  iliink  that  were  I  continued  in  health  that  1 
might  realize  a  comfortable  li\  'ing. 

1  he  number  of  resignations  within  the  last  month  has  been  great. 
Officers  ol  every  grade  are  giving  up  their  commissions  and  the 
whole  class  Iroin  West  Point  the  next  year  will  not  much  more  than 
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fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  already.  The  disgust  for  this  species  of 
inglorious  war  is  universal.  I  have  not  seen  a  single  officer  who  is  not 
heartily  tired  ol  it.  Gen.  Clinch  is  among  the  number  who  have 
tendered  their  resignations,  and  in  fact  a  very  large  majority  ol  the 
officers  now  in  Florida  (who  can  afford  it)  have  either  resigned  or 
are  about  to  do  so.  Idle  service  here  has  nothing  to  recommend  it. 

1  send  you  herewith  a  draft  on  New  York  for  $243.50.  Please  put  it 
in  a  way  to  grow.  If  Mary  should  forward  you  a  draft  for  $100.  do 
as  you  think  best  with  it. 

My  friend  Capt.  Dimmick1 * * * * * 7  is  still  here— he  is  a  most  zealous  and 
humble  Christian— We  partook  of  the  sacrament  on  the  first  of  last 
month.  Dr.  Wharton  who  is  stationed  with  me  is  also  a  young  Chris¬ 
tian  who  promises  good  fruit.  I  am  indeed  blessed  in  my  compan¬ 
ions  and  may  we  be  of  mutual  benefit  to  each  other.  Remember  me 
in  sincere  love  to  Mrs.  S.  to  Rate  and  David h  who  I  suppose  is  now  at 
home,  and  the  boys.  1  hope  poor  John  and  Maynard”  are  now  well. 
Please  remind  Kate  of  her  debt  to  me  and  for  yourself  accept  by 


best  wishes. 


Yours  truly, 


G.  F.  Turner 


1  Original  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark.  Probably  addressed  to  Robert 
Sinai  t. 

-Celia  Stuart,  jtli  daughter  and  8th  child  of  Robert  &  Elizabeth  Stuart,  born  at 
Michilimacinac,  June  3,  183a.  Died  at  Detroit  March  18,  183G— $','2  years  old.  buried 
in  Elmwood  Cemetery  Detroit. 

J  The  Stuarts  had  moved  to  Detroit  from  Mackinac  May  15,  1835.  Celia  Stuart  died 
in  Detroit  March  18,  183G. 

1  Rate  Stuart,  now  15  years  old. 

r*  John  Stuart,  now  i.j  years  old. 

'»  Mary  Stuart  Turner,  his  wife. 

7  Captain  Justin  Dimick. 

s  David  Stuart  had  been  at  Amherst  College  for  two  years,  1833-1835,  and  entered 
Obcrlin  College  in  the  Fall  of  183G. 

,J  Maynard  Stuart,  who  was  six  years  old,  had  died  April  25,  183G,  but  the  sad  news 
had  not  yet  reached  Dr.  Turner. 


/.  )\  :VY  ,  A  A  T  i\  ktf  Yd 


q,  <: il j  j  >  1  mi  JI  1  . in*nlr.  bjfi  »i/i.  •  ‘Okjbui.-Mr/  n!>  llil 

,  „iV,  {.  usvtfj  J<  I  JV  i  I  .li  i )  Mini  v\  it/jr  *woiioIgcii 

'/  jtfiMim  wh  ynortii;  ffortii)  .no)  »i  lo  hviiJ  yii'n.O'l 

fh  |o  Y  10(1,111  v;j|iiif  VI  ./  L  n r.\  ru  bna  ,«kmi..u;,ui>i  *ii  >/ll  ta/rdmol 

to  I  m  tm  (ji  btoilft  n in  oifv/)  f.bi  i  1-1  ni  v/om  fmillo 

,ii  i)HOi<iiMo yyi  oi  j*iiidioo  it f t> » l  soivtj*  ><  f  .ozoh  of  mod  .  jie 
,  ; i j  *j  )  '.>!*!  [.%  lol .  i  r!  ,'A  MO rimbr.  fl>ivnit><!  nut  biyji ! 

.It  .  mix!  JfiirlJ  1 1 1 >'(  J-;* 

lull.  Iiol/.'JS  Vii.ii  t ;  ,  ■  o i  if  Mill!  ii  4'jintru  (I  )  boi  l)  *<!.' 

I  ,  j  ■:  1  J  i  *  *  '  '  • 

-,-ii/i:)  Mti».  i  uzU,  *i  2>m  rtfrv/  b  mo! ml?.  8t  oilv/  jtom.ilV/  iO  .iln  >t« 

,V)  Y ii >  ;  i  |)y;  >ld  j)  *  bf'  it ik  !  iiml  h- >op  M/'miouj  oil//  m  il 
«,  it  diuu,  ./I  .tjiI) o  if  >r.  i  <»i  nl-x  od  Icf/imyi  to  ><l  ytf  ycm  bncznoi 

'  .  ,  'it',  •  ;  T  ■  " 1 ' '  ■ 

v  I  i-j  >{  ll  >8n;o(  :  1  bn i  ‘Jill  OJ  ld')b  r>n  i<>  md  bnin  n  un.-jM 


,i  itvi  it  If txf 


r  rnu  '  *1  .  ) 


_|(  r  J,  j»j  '  bit  '.if » iH  .A  '•  <a.  1  V  i>  •  "■  ■  ■  ■  <>  ’ 

I)'.  liiod  >u-Jt  !>•'  ’*■  .13  "■  •  I -I lib  'MA  but;  t  .i  (  .iimiic  i.lnJ  - 

)iniU  .  u.,<  !  .ill  ,bit.W  IH  »  •.  -1  liiMt  ,  V  *  ||(.  ui  »i. til  «•  »il.' 

.iioiiid  yityjw.  J  boov/ittl  l  ui 

),*  J-M  ./ .  ,  i|u. )  it .  .  -4  *  VI.  i'-  >MI  livlA  tlb  ll  J:0»1  <\  M  lm<  It  I  I./I  .1!  ■  U'V .  /.I  .  ■ 

.<  i  ,<,t  i'  Alii/.  Ju  tr<fl  ri 
W  »  mriv  C  (  vrofi  .ncnlii  * > i #' >1  1 

••  •  !■'  '  •’ 

h  nil!  1 1  ii:  „  Hi~  ,  ,m;:.  f  C  lul  >J  1  :*>fl  »A  U  TJ  ><l  i  •  J  i  ;.u  !r  l,u ,  d 

;  •  .  >  . .  -  i,A  • 


Mil  r  /<!  I  *t!  »li  >t  lU',  l>ul 


3^ 


STUART  LETTERS 


VOL.  V.  SEPTEMBER,  1837  NO.  9 
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mother’s  magazine 

BY  MRS.  A.  G.  WHITTEI.SEY 

(Published  by  S.  Whimlscy,  i.-,<>  Nassau  Street,  New  Yoik) 

(Published  Monthly— I  ‘i  ice  One  Dollar) 

The  copy  of  this  magazine,  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Ilomer  (.lark,  belonged  to  Mis.  Robert 
Stuart.  Initials  only  were  used  in  the  publication.  The  full  names,  as  shown  in  paren¬ 
thesis,  were  written  by  Mrs.  Stuart  in  her  copy  of  the  magazine  in  pencil. 


For  the  Mother’s  Magazine 
CHILDREN  (Marion,1  Maynard  -  &  Celia3) 

MADE  WISE  UNTO  SALVATION. 

2  I  ini.  iii.  15. —  And  that  lrotn  a  child  thou  hast  known  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  which  are  able  to  make  thee  wise  unto 
salvation,  through  faith  in  Chtist  Jesus.” 

To  Mrs.  YV. 

On  my  return  from  Utica  to  our  station  among  the  Indians  of  the 
west,  in  the  summer  of  1835,  1  was  detained  several  days  in  one  of 
the  westei  n  cities,  waiting  lor  a  passage  across  the  more  western 
lakes. 

I  was  there  kindly  entertained  in  a  family,  (R.  Stuart’s)  whose 
hearts  seemed  to  delight  in  ministering  to  the  wants  of  the  disciples 
ol  our  Redeemer,  and  under  whose  hospitable  roof  the  weary  pil¬ 
grim  lias  often  found  a  place  ol  sweet  repose. 

Soon  after  entering  the  family,  I  observed  the  feeble  appearance 
ol  little  M.,  (Marion)  a  lovely  and  interesting  daughter  of  about 
eight  years,  and  learned  she  had  recently  been  afflicted  with  sickness, 
from  which  she  had  but  partially  recovered. 

During  my  stay,  I  observed,  with  much  delight,  the  peculiar  sweet¬ 
ness  ol  temper  and  apparent  seriousness  exhibited  by  this  little  gii  1; 
and  on  one  occasion,  when  she  attempted  to  check  some  impro¬ 
prieties  ol  conduct  in  a  younger  brother  and  sister,  the  kind  yet 
serious  reproof  she  administered,  could  but  fix  my  attention.  She 
appeared  to  feel  a  deep  solicitude  less  they  should  offend  God.  These 
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circumstances  were  calculated  to  render  a  child,  that  had  ever  been 
regarded  by  all  who  knew  her  as  uncommonly  intelligent  and  lovely, 
even  more  so;  and  as  I  looked  upon  her,  in  company  with  a  sweet 
little  brother  and  sister,  I  could  but  reflect,  that  few  mothers  possess 
such  a  treasure  as  did  the  mother  of  these  happy  children. 

A  few  weeks  after  reaching  home,  1  received  a  letter  from  the 
father*  of  little  M.,  (Marion)  informing  us  that  they  had  been  called 
to  part  with  their  dear  child;  but  expressing  the  most  lively  hopes 
that  death,  to  her,  was  but  a  removal  to  a  state  of  eternal  felicity. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  letter,  afterwards  received  from  her 
mother,  gives  some  account  of  little  M.’s  (Marion’s)  feelings,  during 
her  last  sickness.  “During  her  sickness,  1  once  asked  her,  it  she 
should  die,  where  did  she  think  she  would  go.J’  1  do  not  know, 
mother’  ‘My  dear,  do  you  think  you  would  go  to  heaven.-’  1  don't 
know.’  Do  you  think  you  would  go  to  hell?’  ‘Mother,  1  know  I  will, 
if  1  do  not  repent.’  Two  or  three  times  after  t his,  when  no  remarks 
had  been  made  to  induce  it;  she  audibly  and  solemnly,  ol  her  own 
accord,  said  the  Lord’s  prayer.  1  he  day  before  she  died,  her  father 

said,  ‘My  dear,  who  has  said,  Suffer - ?’  She,  interrupting  him, 

continued  the  whole  verse,  ‘Suffer  little  children,  &:c.  1  he  Savior 
said  that.’  'Well,’  said  her  father,  ‘cannot  you  ask  the  blessed  Savior 
to  receive  you?’  She  cpiickly  said— ‘blessed  Savior,  wilt  thou  receive 
me  in  thy  arms;’  and  among  the  last  words  she  ever  uttered,  was  the 
Lord’s  Prayer.’’ 

Although  the  mother  of  little  M.  (Marion)  derived  great  comfort 
from  such  exercises  of  mind  in  her  little  daughter,  as  are  mentioned 
above,  yet,  some  time  after  her  death,  she  appeared  almost  over¬ 
whelmed  with  a  sense  of  her  unfaithfulness.  She  had  endeavored 
faithfully  to  instruct  her  child,  but  she  felt  that  site  had  not  labored 
and  prayed  for  her  eaily  conversion,  as  she  ought;  and,  at  times,  site 
seemed  almost  ready  to  sink  under  the  agony  of  mind  occasioned  by 
such  reflections.  In  writing  to  a  friend,  she  remarked,  “Our  children 
must  be  converted  in  infancy;”  and  she  adds,  “if  this  deep  affliction 
is  not  so  sanctified,  as  to  lead  me  to  faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duty  to  my  remaining  children,  it  will  arise  to  my  everlasting 
confusion.” 
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1  lie  following  extracts  from  a  letter  from  the  mother,  continue 
the  history  ol  her  afflictions,  in  the  removal  of  the  brother  and  sister 
ol  little  M.  (Marion) 

“Alter  my  sweet  M.’s  (Marion’s)  death,  1  believe  1  wrote  you  some 
ol  my  feelings.  1  his  urged  me  to  active,  earnest  exertion,  with  my 
lemaining  children.  My  two  youngest  seemed  particularly  to  love 
religious  instruction.  I  cannot  doubt  but  my  C.  (Celia)  was  a  con- 
\  c  1  led  child.  1  lei  will,  her  all ect ions,  (as  far  as  she  had  sense,)  seemed 
to  be  entirely  under  the  law  of  God.  She  would  often  ask  me,  if  God 
loved  such  and  such  things;  woidd  always  leave  her  amusements, 
ll  she  heard  us  singing  hymns;  and  never  desired  pleasanter  conver¬ 
sation,  then  to  be  told  about  the  judgment  day,  heaven,  and  hell; 
would  most  happily  apply  what  Scripture  she  knew,  to  the  every-day 
circumstances  ol  life;  knew  her  commandments  well,  and  delighted, 
day  by  day,  to  say  them.  When  the  tract  agent  was  with  us,  she  ran 
to  him  with  a  handful  of  pennies,  and  said,  ‘1  Icre,  Mr.  k.,  here  is  all 
my  money.’  But,  my  dear  little  girl,  what  shall  1  do  with  your 
money?’  ‘Why,  buy  tracts,  or  give  it  to  the  poor.'  The  next  day,  some 
one  gave  her  a  ten  cent  piece.  She  brought  it  to  the  agent,  saying, 
Here  is  more  money  for  the  poor  heathen.’  1  le  was  deeply  interested 
in  what  he  called  her  uncommon  spiritual  knowledge.  She  one  day 
received  a  handsome  toy  from  a  lady.  Her  little  brother  admired  it 
very  much,  and  wanted  it.  She  looked  sorrowful  at  it,  then  at  him. 
At  last,  as  if  she  made  an  elfort,  she  said,  ‘Yes,  dear  sony,  1  will  love 
my  neighbor  as  myself.  1  will  do  by  others  as  I  would  be  done  by.  You 
shall  have  it.  1 1 ere,  take  it.’  He  took  it,  and  seemed  delighted  with  it; 
but,  at  length,  looking  at  her,  and  seeing  she  appeared  rather  de¬ 
jected,  he  said,  ‘Oh,  you  dear  little  creature!  Here,  I  will  not  take 
your  plaything;  you  shall  have  it  yourself;’  returned  it,  and  both 
appeared  perfectly  happy.  Another  time,  they  were  both  cautioned 
not  to  eat  any  thing  without  our  seeing  it.  They  were  alone;  she 
went  to  the  closet  for  bread.  I  le  said,  ‘Ah,  sister,  have  you  forgotten?’ 
‘What?’  ‘Mother  forbid  our  eating  any  thing  between  meals.’  ‘Oh, 
yes,  sony,  Thou,  God,  scest  me.  How  can  1  do  this  wickedness,  and 
sin  against  my  God?  Sony,  you  go  and  ask  mother  if  little  sister  may 
take  some  bread.’  He  obtained  the  permission,  and  shared  the  bread 
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with  her.  This  he  told  me  on  his  death-bed,  to  show  what  a  dear 
little  girl  she  was;  how  she  was  afraid  of  offending  God,  and  would 
not  disobey  her  mother.  ] list  four  weeks  before  the  day  she  died, 
she  sat  beside  me,  when  I  was  putting  away  the  week’s  wash;  she  saw 
me  arrange  some  of  my  dear  M.’s  (Marion’s)  clothes.  She  said,  ’Soon, 
mother,  little  darling  will  be  in  heaven;  then,  mother  will  cry  over 
my  things,  as  she  does  now  over  M.s  (Marion’s)  But,  mother,  give  all 
my  things  to  the  poor;  don’t  cry  over  them.’  The  day  after  she  was 
taken  sick,  she  looked  in  my  face,  and  said,  ‘Don’t  you  cry,  mother, 
your  little  darling  is  going  to  heaven.  She  will  be  very  happy.  Jesus 
Christ  is  always  there;  and  there  she  will  meet  little  M.  (Marion); 
and  Jesus  Christ  will  put  crowns  on  our  heads,  and  harps  in  our 
hands,  and  we  shall  praise  God  for  ever  and  ever.  Don’t  you  cry, 
mother,  1  shall  be  very  happy.’  Another  time  she  said,  ‘Mother, 
there  is  no  sickness  in  heaven;  no  crying;  all  tears  shall  be  wiped 

t  i  > 

away. 

“Once  1  said,  ‘dear,  when  your  father  comes  from  Washington, 
he  will  ask  for  his  little  darling;  what  shall  I  tell  him?’  ‘Tell  him  his 
little  darling  has  gone  to  heaven.’  ” 

“Another  time  I  asked  her,  ‘which  she  would  choose,  to  go  to 
heaven,  or  get  well?’  ‘1  would  rather  go  to  heaven.’  She  often  spoke 
ol  her  collin,  her  grave,  her  rising  again;  from  day  to  day  would  say, 
‘Pa  will  not  see  his  little  daughter.’  She  understood  the  whole  ol 
death;  she  did  not  speak  ignorantly.  When  M.  (Marion)  was  buried, 
she  was  carried  to  the  grave,  and  her  attention  fixed  upon  it.  She 
stood  by  until  she  was  entirely  covered  up;  and,  during  her  sickness, 
asked  me,  if  I  would  bury  her  alongside  of  M.  (Maynard)5” 

“The  day  before  she  died,  she  said,  ‘Mother,  is  hallelujah  to  the 
Lamb,  one  ol  the  songs  we  shall  sing  in  heaven?’  Yes,  my  dear;  but, 
who  is  the  Lamb?’  ‘Jesus  Christ.’  1  have  thus  given  you  her  leading 
features,  as  I  have  to  other  friends.  A  letter  will  not  admit  of  detail; 
but  you  know  enough,  my  loved  friends,  to  believe,  with  me,  that 
she  is  now  singing  redeeming  love.” 

“My  dear  little  son  was  of  a  different  temperament;  much  more 
independent,  and  less  communicative;  had  not  so  much  childlike 
simplicity;  would  reason  more,  and  take  less  lor  granted.  My  little 
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daughter  never  omitted  prayer;  and  if  she  ever  forgot,  and  got  into 

ct  wltllout  lf’  soon  S,1C  would  sum  up,  saying,  Oh,  I  have  not 
prayed.’” 

“Once  lie  did  not  want  to  pray.  He  had  something  vexing  him. 
She  manifested  much  agitation,  and  said,  ‘Oh,  mother, .1  will  pray 

lor  him;’ and  knelt  in  her  nightgown  and  little  hare  feet.  In  ihis  alti¬ 
tude  she  is  ever  before  me.” 

"Day  by  day,  he  begged  me  to  help  him  watch  his  temper,  and  at 
evening  would  ask  me,  if  lie  had  succeeded  in  comptcring  that  clay; 
and  when  he  had  done  wrong,  was  never  happy  until  he  had  prat  ed 
for  forgiveness.  His  latter  days  were  literally  days  of  prayer;  not  like 
a  child  ol  six  years,  hut  like  an  adult,  having  lived  lints;  and  always 
talked  with  composure  of  his  death.  I  thought  him  fully  prepared  to 
go.  About  nine  days  before  his  death,  we  thought  him  dyiiv  lie 
manifested  great  agitation,  and  exclaimed,  'Oh,  doctor,  pray  lor  me 
Oh,  mother,  pray  for  me.'  The  doctor  knelt,  and  prayed  fervently. 
\\  bile  praying,  my  boy  closed  bis  eyes,  clasped  Ids  bands,  and  ap¬ 
peared  perfectly  tranquil.  As  soon  as  he  closed  prayer,  my  deal  child 
raised  his  head,  looked  delighted,  and  said,  'Mother,  1  am  not  afraid 
to  die.  Jesus  will  take  me,  and  1  shall  be  happy.’  lie  ordered  all  Ids 
playthings  brought  to  him,  and  regularly  willed  them  away  to  his 
little  friends  and  brothers.  After  he  had  settled  all,  he  wished  his 

sister  (Kate)  and  myself  to  sing  'Rock  of  Ages.'  When  we  came  to 
the  words, 

Rock  of  Ages,  cleft  for  me. 

Let  me  hide  myself  in  thee/ 


he  exclaimed,  ‘Yes,  1  have  hid  myself  in  him.’  ‘Hut,  my  son,  who  is 
ihe  Rock  of  Ages?’  ‘Jesus  Christ.’  We  then  sung,  ‘Jesus,  lover  of  my 
soul,  and  then  he  called  lor  Jerusalem,  my  happy  home,’  and 
‘There  is  a  harp.’  When  we  came  to  the  chorus  ol  hallelujah,  he 
joined,  with  his  poor  stammering  speech.  We  then  put  him  to  bed; 
after  which  he  never  talked  of  playthings,  but  loved  Christians,  and 
their  conversation  and  prayers.  1  le  often  would  say,  ‘My  father  will 
not  come  from  Washington  time  enough  to  see  his  sony.’  They  both 
literally  slept  in  Jesus.  I  heir  pass  into  the  eternal  world  was  calm, 
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peaceful,  blissful.  She  died  17th  March,0  in  her  fourth  year;  he, 
25th  April,  in  his  sixih  year.  Our  house  is  lonely,  sorrowful.  The 
realities  ol  eternity,  my  friends,  have  been  very  vivid  before  me. 
I  think  earth  and  its  all  are,  to  me,  just  what  they  should  be.  1  ask, 
only,  that  this  heavy  afflict  ion  may  be  sanctified  to  us  all.  It  is  but 
a  little  time  when  we  shall  follow  them,  and  then  we  shall  see  the 
whole  of  what  we  now  see  in  part.  1  know  I  was  not  fit  to  train  these 
de;  tr  ones  for  heaven.  They  were  transplanted  before  they  became 
strong.” 

'When  my  heart  rests  in  the  grave,  sorrow  seems  almost  to  wither 
it;  but  when,  in  thought,  I  can  rise  to  worlds  unknown,  1  rejoice  that 
I  have  some  who  can  sing  redeeming  love.” 

Yours,  &c. 


1  Minion  Stuart— Horn  May  18,  1 8u8  at  Michilimacinac,  Mich.;  Died  Aug.  3,  18^5 
at  Detioit,  Mich. 

-William  Maynard  Stuart— Horn  Apr.  i.j,  1830  at  Michilimacinac,  Midi.;  Died 
Apr.  25,  183(1  at  Detroit,  Mich. 

•'Celia  Stuart— Horn  June  3,  1832  at  Michilimacinac,  Mich.;  Died  March  1 8,  183(1 
at  Detroit,  Mich. 

1  Robert  Stuart. 

r’  In  the  Stuart  Lot  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit,  Michigan,  the  grave  of  Celia 
Stuart,  who  died  March  1 8,  183(1,  I'cs  between  that  of  Maynard  Stuart,  who  died 
April  if,.  183(1  and  Marion  Stuart,  who  died  August  3,  183c,. 

As  the  Stuart  Lot  in  Elmwood  Cemetery  was  not  bought  by  Mrs.  Robert  Stuart 
until  Oct.  1,  1837,  all  these  bodies  were  moved  there  from  some  other  Cemetery. 

0  Both  Stuart  Bibles  give  the  date  of  March  18,  183(1  as  that  of  the  death  of  Celia 
Stu.ut.  I  he  inscription  on  her  grave  in  Elmwood  Cemetery  confirms  this  date  of 
March  18th. 


ROBERT  STUART’S  HOME  IN  DETROIT 

Robert  Stuart’s  home— 396  Jefferson  Avenue,  built  in  1837,  stood 
on  the  south  side  of  the  street,  just  east  of  what  is  now  (1941)  the 
parish  house  of  Christ  Church,  which  house  was  in  the  early  days 
the  residence  of  the  Sibley  family.  Robert  Stuart’s  ledger,  now  owned 
by  1  he  Burton  Historical  Collection,  shows  that  the  expenditure 
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lor  the  construction  of  his  house  on  Jefferson  Avenue  was  $  i  3,1 87.7  i 
rI'he  Stuart  house  stood  on  Lot  “C”  of  the  resubdivision  of  the  Rivard 
Farm.  This,  and  adjoining  lots,  including  the  entire  block  from 
Jefferson  Avenue  to  Woodbridge  Street,  fronting  on  Rivard  Street, 
was  purchased  by  Robert  Stuart  in  1834.  I  le  lived  first  at  lt6i>  Wood- 
bridge  Street,  which  was  at  the  back  of  his  lot  on  Jefferson  Avenue. 
Alter  he  built  the  house  on  Jefferson  Avenue,  in  1 837,  bis  son,  David 
Stuart,  occupied  the  house  on  Woodbridge  Street.  Robert  Stuart’s 
house— No.  396  Jefferson  Avenue-stood  at  what  was  then  the  south¬ 
west  corner  o(  Jefferson  Avenue  and  Rivard  Street.  Subsequently 
the  lots  between  his  house  and  Rivard  Street  were  sold  and.  two  other 
houses  were  built  between  the  Stuart  house  and  the  corner. 

Mrs.  Robert  Stuart  continued  to  live  at  396  Jefferson  Avenue  alter 
the  death  of  her  husband  in  1848.  She  lived  there  until  her  own 
death  in  1866.  Then  her  son,  David  Stuart,  occupied  the  house  until 
lie  died  in  1 868.  Later  it  was  sold  to  Dr.  Morse  Stewart,  who  had 
married  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Duilield.  Dr.  Stewart's  son,  Robert 
Stuart  Stewart,  was  named  for  Robert  Stuart. 

for  some  years  prior  to  its  destruction  the  house  was  occupied  by 
the  Art  Store  of  Mr.  John  Hanna.  Records  of  the  Department  of 
building  Sc  Safety  Engineering,  under  date  of  March  -7,  1930,  show: 
\\  reck  brick  building”  at  the  given  address. 

Mr.  Hanna  described  the  house  as  a  brick  house,  having  three 
floors.  On  entering  the  house  by  a  short  flight  of  steps  with  a  wrought 
non  rail,  a  very  beautiful  tall  stairway  rose  against  the  left  wall.  This 
had  a  rail  and  spindles  of  mahogany.  On  the  right  were  two  large 
pailois,  each  with  a  black  marble  mantlepicce.  between  the  two 
windows  in  the  front  parlor  and  the  two  windows  at  the  rear  of  the 
back  parlor  were  pier  mirrors.  These  mirrors  reflected  the  chan- 
delicis  and  each  other.  1  he  windows  had  lolding  inside  shutters. 
The  ceilings  were  about  ig  feet  high.  There  was  a  frieze  of  about 
8  inches  in  depth  around  the  two  rooms— a  classic  adaptation  of  the 
acanthus  leaf  in  low  relief. 

A  Sun  Porch  ran  across  the  rear  of  the  house,  opening  on  a  garden, 
and  there  was  a  small  room  on  one  side,  built  by  Mrs.  Stuart  in  1 8.77 
as  a  downstairs  bedroom  lor  herself  The  dining  room  and  kitchen 
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were  in  the  basement,  and  in  the  basement  was  also  “Old  Uncle’s 
room  ”,  heated  by  a  stove. 

Upstairs  were  large  and  small  bedrooms,  and  on  the  third  floor 
were  attic  rooms.  The  house  was  beautiful  and  spacious— a  comfort¬ 
able  home  for  a  large  family.  For  many  years  it  was  the  center  of  a 
happy  family  life. 

N.Y.  CO l i>J  1  V  SURROGATE'S  COURT— LIBER  47,  l’AGE  36,  JUNE  5,  1807 

WILL  OF  JOHN  SULLIVAN 
WIIO  DIED  JUNE  3,  1  807 
AT  123  I  RON!'  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY.1 

Iii  the  Name  of  God  Amen — 

I  John  Sullivan  of  the  City  of  New  York,  merchant  being  mindful 
of  the  uncertainty  of  this  transitory  life  and  being  of  sound  disposing 
memory  and  understanding  do  make  and  declare  this  my  last  will 
and  testament  in  manner  following: 

First:  I  resign  my  soul  unto  the  hands  of  Almighty  God,  and  my 
body  1  commit  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried  at  the  discretion  of  my 
Executors  hereinafter  named  and  my  wordly  Estate  1  give  and  devise 
as  follows—" 

First:  I  give  and  devise  unto  my  loving  wife  Mary,3  the  whole 
interest  and  income  of  of  my  Real  and  personal  Estate  during  her 
natural  life  lor  the  support  and  Maintenance  of  herself  and  my  chil¬ 
dren  (except  my  daughter  Maria  J.  Thorn  to  whom  1  give  and  be¬ 
queath  during  her  natural  life  the  sum  of  Fifty  Dollars  annum 
with  which  my  Estate  shall  stand  charged.1  Secondly:— I  give  and 
bequeath  unto  Quintin  Milner  Sullivan5  a  House  8c  Lot  of  Ground 
in  Water  Street  known  by  No.***  also  the  lot  corner  of  Bayard  8c 
Mulberry  Street  free  from  all  incumbrances  to  him  and  his  Heirs 
and  assigns  forever,  Thirdly,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  sons 
John  and  Magee  Sullivan  (They  being  already  provided  for)0 
the  sum  of  one  dollar  each.  Fourthly:  1  give  and  bequeath  unto 
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my  daughters  Eleanor,7  Betsey8  and  Jane”  an  equal  share  of  the 
remaining  part  ol  my  Estate  not  otherwise  disposed  ol  which  shall 
take  place  upon  the  death  of  my  said  wile.  Fifthly,  1  order  and 
dn ee t  oil  my  stock  in  trade  to  be  sold  at  auction  as  soon  as  my 
Executors  may  agree  upon  the  same  at  two,  four  and  six  months  or 
at  such  credit  as  they  shall  agree  upon. 

Lastly,  I  do  nominate  and  appoint  Andrew  Morris,  Charles  Mc¬ 
Carthy,  Robert  Fox  and  William  Brennan  ol  the  City  of  New  York 
to  be  Executors  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

In  Witness  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this 
eighteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven. 

Jno.  Sullivan  (Seal) 

Signed,  sealed  &  published  by  the  Testator  as  his  last  Will  &  Testa¬ 
ment  in  the  presence  of  us  8c  of  each  other. 

The  word  p. annum  in  the  Seventeenth  line  from  the  top  being 
interlined  before  the  signing  of  this  will. 

Corns.  IIeeney 

Andrew  McCra. 

T.  McIntyre. 


THE  FOLLOWING  INVENTORY 
FILED  IN  NEW  YORK  COUNTY,  .SURROGATES  COURT 
OCTOBER  25,  1808.  BUNDLE  #1  1 

A  true  and  perfect  Inventory  of  all  and  singular  the  goods,  chattels 
and  credits  ol  John  Sullivan,  late  of  the  City  and  State  of  New  York, 
Grocer,  now  deceased,  made  by  Andrew  Morris,  Clias.  McCarty. 
Robl.  I  ox  and  William  Brennan,  the  executors  named  in  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  the  said  John  Sullivan  with  the  aid  and  in  the 
presence  ol  Robt.  McCullen  and  Phineas  Freeman  two  competent 
persons  for  that  purpose  selected  in  default  of  Legatees,  Creditors 
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,'ind  next  of  kin  to  the  said  John  Sullivan  taken  this  ninth  day  of 
J  une  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven, 
to  wit  (7  pages  pad  size) 

showing  goods  on  hand,  mostly  wines  and  liquors. 

Total  value  $12,376.88 
Furniture  value  $  326. 


Debts  due  Estate  John  Sullivan— Good 

Bad 

Doubtful 


Bills  receivable— on  Notes- 


Good 

Bad 


3i5-l  13-55 
$  8,1 27.31)!  > 

3  1 .53 1  --- 

3  6,552.64 
3  664.95  & 

8,238.57 


Cash  on  hand 


3  91°*2 1 


Original  signatures  of  4  executors  thereon  &  persons  taking 
inventory. 

One  item  therein  listed  was  1  16  lump  sugar  at  20*  lb.  and  value 
at  $23.20 

1  New  York  Evening  Post— Wednesday  June  3,  1807 
“Died.  This  morning  at  3  o’clock,  Mr.  John  Sullivan.  1 1  is  friends  and  acquain¬ 
tances  are  requested  to  attend  his  funeral  tomorrow  afternoon  at  5  o’clock  from  his 
late  dwelling  1113  Front  Street,” 

American  Citizen— Thursday  June  .j,  1807 

“Died  yesterday  morning  at  3  o’clock  Mr.  John  Sullivan.  I  lis  friends  and  acquain¬ 
tances  are  requested  to  attend  his  funeral  this  afternoon  at  5  o’clock  from  his  late 
dwelling  No.  11*3  Front  Street.” 

-  Family  tradition  is  that  John  Sullivan,  who  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  was  buried 
under  the  high  altar  of  St.  Peter’s  Church  in  Barclay  Street,  New  York  City. 

a  John  Sullivan  and  Mary  Palmer  were  married  in  New  York  May  8,  1783,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  record  in  the  Stuart  Bible  made  by  their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart. 
This  record  was  copied  from  that  in  a  Family  Bible,  burned  in  the  fire  of  i8o.p 

4  Maria  Jones  Sullivan  married  l)r.  Richard  Van  Wyck  Thorne  Nov.  2.[,  1803  in 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  New  York  City.  She  was  born  April  i.j,  178)  in  New 
York. 

0  Quintin  Milieu  Sullivan,  six  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death.  Born 
Feb.  27,  1801.  He  was  named  for  Quentin  Milieu,  merchant  grocer,  born  Perth,  Scot¬ 
land,  died  August  1817,  who  was  third  husband  of  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan’s  Aunt 
Emma  Arthur,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Jones)  Arthur  who  was  known  as 
"Aunt  Emm”.  In  the  copy  of  John  Sullivan’s  will  on  file,  this  name  was  incorrectly 
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transcribed  "Quimin  Milner".  Quintm  Sullivan's  name  was  always  spelled  <  luimin- 
UOt  Qut,,,t,n  1,kc  his  B^aiimde.  Milieu  HihIereo.nl,  printed  London 

"John  McCarthy  Sullivan  and  Rohm  Magee  Sullivan-lwin  lm, liters.  In  a  deed 
concerning  property  at  Hat.  &  Front  St. cel.  New  York  City,  it  is  stated  that  the  two 

Mothers,  sons  or  John  Sullivan,  "became  sieved"  ol  the  premises  in  J  hey  were 

born  Nov.  1,  1795. 

•  l.leanor— later  known  as  Mien,  who  eloped  with  I  t.  James  Sidney  Coxe  May  1  , 
1821.  She  was  born  Feb.  1,  1798.  ’ 

•  vktvy^1;1.,/al,t!,,“Wl,°  ,ni,n,Ctl  Rolnrl  S,"a,t  ««>  die  first  l'resb) terian  Churth 

in  New  \ 01  k  City.  She  was  horn  June  ay,  1792. 

“  J.111C Theresa,  who  . .  Ur.  J„],„  Haslet, ,  U.S.N.  Mard,  oSsi,  |1CT 

mo.lK.  S  house  i„  Brooklyn  By  II.  u.  Omleulonk  „I  St.  A„„S  Chord,,  li . kly„. 

N.\  .  She  was  born  November  G,  1803. 


JOHN  SULLIVAN  or 
O'SULLIVAN 
Horn  "Glen  Lawrence"1 
Bantry 

near  Cork,  Ireland 
December  2  j,  1752 
Died  New  York  City 
June  1807 


man  ied  May  8,  1783 
at  the  Reformed 
I ‘rotes  lit  nt  Dutch 
Church  of  the  City 
of  New  York- 


But  ied  in  St.  Peter’s  Church 
Barclay  St..  N.Y.C. 


MARY  PALM KR 
Born  in  West<  hester, 
N.Y. 

Ot  tober  2j,i  7G2 
Died  in  Hrooklyn,  N.Y. 
Sej  item  her  28,  18)7 
Bin  ied  in  Gt  eemvood 
Cemetery,  lJrooklyn, 
N.Y.  1  laden  Lot 


Their  children  were:  1.  Mat  y  Jones  (Maria) 

Bom  April  t.j,  178]  in  New  Yoik  City 
Bajit iseil  in  Trinity  Church.  N.Y. 

Married  Dr.  William  Van  Wyt k  1  borne 
in  f  irst  l’resb)  tei  ian  Chun  h, 

November  ati,  1803,  by  Rev.  Samuel  Miller 
Died  Novem'ber  25,  1850 
Buried  Christ  Churcliyard,  Mauhasset,  L.I. 


2.  Kli/abeth  Emma'1 

Born  June  27,  1792  in  New  York  City 
Baptised  in  St.  Peter's  Church,* 
Barclay  St.,  June  27,  1792 
Married  Robert  Stuart  July  21,  1813 
in  first  Presbyterian  Church,  N.Y.C. 
by  Rev.  Samuel  Miller* 

Died  in  Detroit,  September  2b,  i8C>(> 
Buried  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit 
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3.  and  .j.  Twins 

Robert  Magee  and 
Lt.  John  McCai  thy 
Born  November  1,  1795 
I)r.  Robert  Magee  died  (unmarried)'* 

December  10,  1  S_»  u 

Buried  under  old  Sacristy,  St.  James  Chun  h, 
(Roman  Catholic),  Brooklyn 
Lt.  John  McCarthy  dieel  (unmarried)7 
February  cm,  1833 

Buried  St.  James  Churchyard,  Brooklyn 

5.  Fleanor— later  known  as  Ellen  (Nelly) 

Born  Feb.  1,  1798  in  New  York  City 
Married  Lt.  James  Sidney  Coxe,  U.  S.  N.,s 
May  i.j,  181*1  by  Ref.  II.  F.  Feltus  (Episcopal 
Clergyman)  New  York  City.  (This  was  an 
elopement.) 

Died  Nov.  14,  187G  in  Brooklyn,  91  Clark  St. 
Buried  in  Haslett  l.ot,  Greenwood  Cemetery, 
Brooklyn 

G.  Ouintin  Milieu 

N» 

Born  Feb.  27,  1801 

Died  Aug.  5,  18^7  (unmarried)0 

Buried  in  St.  James’  Churchyard  Brooklyn 

7.  Jane  Theresa 

Born  Nov.  6,  1803 

Married  Dr.  John  1  Iaslctt,  U.  S.  N. 

March  1,  182G  by  Rev.  II.  U.  Onderdonk  ol 
St.  Ann’s  Church,  Brooklyn,  in  her  mother’s 
house,  155  Fulton  St.  Brooklyn 
Died  April  1 1,  18G8  in  Brooklyn 
Buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn 

Family  tradition  is  that  John  Sullivan  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
Emmets,  and  that  if  he  had  stayed  in  Ireland,  he  would  have  been 
hanged.  Tradition  is  that  when  he  arrived  in  New  York  City  his  first 
work  was  helping  to  throw  up  earthworks  for  batteries  in  Battery 
Park.  1  le  became  a  wholesale  grocer,  and  he  died  at  123  Front  Street, 
New  York  City.  Tradition  also  is  that  he  was  buried  under  the  high 
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aliar  of  St.  Peter’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  on  Barclay  Street  \ 

1‘.S'  S;""|U,d’"Ti,cs  mc  i»  a  History  of  St.  Patrick’s 
Ca t lied r;i I  hy  A rcl  1  b  ,sh  op  Parley,  it  is  told  that  John  Sullivan  was 

1  led  8  Shillings  lor  lading  to  attend  a  Trustee  meeting  at  old  St 

uet  s  Church.  He  had  been  elected  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  Faster 

Monday,  April  ,3,  i78y.  (Vol.  Old  St.  Peter’s,  p.  63)  On  page  87  he 

is  mentioned  as  one  ol  the  seven  donors  of  the  Church  bell.  Cornelius 

eency,  one  ol  the  godparents  of  Elizabeth  Emma  Sullivan,  was 
another  donor. 

1  Partition  is  that  John  Sullivan  was  a  strong  Tammany  man. 

Ill  the  Will  of  Gibbon  Burke,  proved  April  ,3,  ,788,  it  says:  "Filly 

pounds  toward  building  a  vault  in  company  with  the  aforesaid  John 

Sullivan  and  to  be  paid  to  the  latter  for  that  pin  pose.  Sixty  pounds 

loaned  to  the  Church  of  St.  Peter’s,  to  Maria  Sullivan,  daughter  of 

Jo  in,  piovidcd  she  become  a  member  of  said  Chinch,  but  otherwise 
to  John  Sullivan.” 

,  ,rcM,,.‘T  "IC  n"'";UKL'  S"ru  v  in  . . .  whi.1.  pul,. 

,  C,al  r*  ■  Krh,!  ,,M  t-awroKc"  appear  „  , 

. ,m"T  a  li,a,Uh  -f  "«  O'Sullivam  is  call., I  ,he  ,, 'Suit  an  I 

zzzxzzz? . . . . - . . -- 

,,lRT“r  (",T"'Cl1?  na>  8’  ’7S;i  /y,‘  va"  om  •"  *■’«  llua-lykcn  Stas,  lures, i-d 
(a  Slandardizcd  cadug  ,|,a,  l,„,|,  panics  arc  of  a  mind  ,0  Ik  . rric.l)  |„h„ 

'  ""  ""I'  M“ry  Su'livan  l.cidc  van  Nicu.vyork  (bod,  of  New  York).  I  bis  inf,,,,,,.,. 

on  came  loin  page  253  of  die-  Itecorils  of  the  Iteformeil  Dutch  Clnmh  in  Vein 

1“  e s — 

‘ V'.T;  ir1*"  M‘,",rr''-  Assi',a"‘  K«,or  <'r  St.  Peer’s  Chinch,  Barclay  Sued 

w  c  M  V  certificate  of  Mirabel,,  child  of  John  Sullivan,  Ca.holie,  Ins' 

b0'n  K'l,r"ary  '  '7«»  .Sf.eanae,,  0.  Jost-pf,  Koir  Silva  Inas- 

Js  f- hzalKtlh  tnnna,  horn  June  27,  ,7,32.  bore  ,he  same  name  of  Phrabed, 

th:"  ‘"C  'im  "l,k'  « . -  . . ^ 

N.  1  uIjIic  I.ibi.try.  U.eS.  Catholic  Historical  Society  Records  &  Studies  Vol  i_ 
p.  39°  Baptismal  Register  of  St.  Peter’s  Church,  New  York  City 

“Eli/abeih  Emma  Sullivan,  b.  June  ,7.  ,79,  of  John  Sullivan  &  Mary  Cth- 
O  K  S,  the  sponsors  were  Cornel/,,.  I  Ieeney— Isnnna  Miller."  (Cornelius  Meeney 
was  a  i  rustce  for  many  years  of  S,.  l-e.er’s  Church  and  af.erward  of  ,|,e  Cad  J 
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dial.  He  was  a  partner  of  John  Jacob  Astor  in  the  fur  business  and  amassed 
a  considerable  fortune.) 

0  Miller  marriage  record  gives  the  date  as  July  20,  but  Bibles  of  Robert  and  Eli/a- 
beth  Stuart  give  it  as  July  21.  Miller  marriage  records  are  in  l'rinceton  rheological 
Seminary. 

0  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Columbia  University,  181O.  New  York  Post, 
Dec.  1  1,  1822.  Supervisor  Catholic  Cemeteries,  Diocese  of  Brooklyn. 

■  1 1.  S.  Catholic  Historical  Society,  Historical  Record  Ik  Studies,  Vol.  2  p.  185— 
Information  given  by  Rev.  John  k.  Sharp,  St.  Mary’s  Rectory,  Manhasset,  I..  I. 

h  National  Archives,  Washington,  D.C.  Bounty  Land  Case  file  for  James  Coxe 
B.l.AVt.50  777-1G0-55. 

"Supervisor  Catholic  Cemeteries,  Diocese  of  Brooklyn-Notice  of  death  in  N  Y 
Evening  Post. 

All  the  above  dales  are  taken  from  the  Stuart  Bible,  now  in  the  possession  ol  Eliza¬ 
beth  Dunsinoor  Clark.  They  were  copied  in  that  Bible  by  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stu  nt, 
who  wrote  her  son  in  law,  William  C.  Baker  January  28,  1852  that  her  sister  Maria 
1  home  had  copied  them  from  a  lamily  Bible  which  was  burned  in  the  fire  of  i8oj. 
Elizabeth  Stuart  copied  these  Sullivan  dates  of  birth  for  William  Baker  in  the  same 
letter  of  Jan.  28.  1852,  but  made  an  error  in  recording  the  date  of  birth  of  (.hiintin 
Sullivan— substituting  Nov.  G,  >801  the  day  and  month  of  birth  of  his  sister  Jane, 
for  the  correct  date  Eeb.  27,  1801. 

In  1  his  letter  to  \\  illiam  C.  Baker,  Elizabeth  Stuart  writes:  “I  lose  to  keep  records 
and  so  did  my  sister  (Maria  Thorne.)  On  leaving  home  she  copied  from  our  family 
Bible— Which  was  a  large  holland  one  with  Brass  Clasps-part  of  our  family  record- 
in  the  great  fire  of  NAork—  i8oj.  1  hat  with  house  and  everything  in  it,  was  burned 
up.” 


KING'S  COUNTY  SURROGATE  COURT— BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 

RECORDED  IN  LIBER  I  ()— PAGE  378  .  .  .  DECEMBER  8,  1847 

WILL  OF  MARY  PALMER  SULLIVAN1 
WHO  DIED  SEPTEMBER  28,  1847 
AT  155  FULTON  STREET,  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD,  AMEN 

I,  MARY  SUM, IVAN  of  the  City  of  Brooklyn  in  the  County  of 
Kings  and  State  ol  New  York  widow  being  of  sound  mind  and  mem¬ 
ory  do  make  publish  and  ordain  the  follou>hi  as  and  for  my  last  Will 
and  Testament  I  hereby  revoking  all  former  Wills  and  Testaments 
or  writings  in  the  nature  thereof  heretofore  made  by  me. 
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First.  I  appoint  my  son  in  law  Dr.  John  1  laslett-  to  be  the  Exec- 
mor  and  my  daughter  Ellen  Coxc3  to  he  the  Executrix  ol  this  my 
last  Will  and  I  estament  and  1  also  appoint  them  to  be  the  trustees 
to  can)  into  ell ect  the  trusts  herein  directed;  and  1  direct  them  to 
pay  my  debts  funeral  and  testamentary  expenses  and  the  legacies 
lie l  cm  bequeat bed  as  soon  as  com  enien tly  may  be  after  my  decease. 

Second  1  give  and  bequeath  to  my  said  daughter  Ellen  Coxe 
all  my  household  goods  and  furniture  linnen  beds  and  bedding, 
wearing  apparel,  jewelry,  china,  plate,  books,  pictures,  prints,  fuel 
.uid  otliei  consumable  household  stores;  and  also  all  the  money  that 
shall  be  in  the  house  at  the  time  of  my  decease. 

1'iiiki).  1  bequeath  to  my  said  Executor  and  Executrix,  the  Trus¬ 
tees  as  aforesaid,  seven  shares  of  the  Capital  steak  of  the  Bank  of 
America,  now  standing  in  my  name  on  the  books  of  said  Bank,  upon 
1  lust  to  pay  the  dividends,  produce  and  interest  thereof  to  my  iwicc 
Emma  W  illiams4  during  her  lile,  or  untill  she  shall  man  y;  and  after 
her  decease  or  marriage  to  Transfer  the  said  shares  to  such  of  the 
children  of  my  daughter  Jane  T.  Haslett  (now  the  wife  of  Dr.  John 
I Iaslctt,  my  said  Executor  and  Trustee)  as  shall  then  be  living. 

Fourth.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Maria  (now  the 
wife  of  Richard  V.  W.  Thorny  the  sum  of  live  hundred  dollars, 
and  in  case  she  shall  die  before  me,  1  direct  that  sum  to  be  distributed 
equally  among  her  children,  share  and  share  alike. 

Fifth.  I  give  and  devise  unto  Ellen  Coxe  and  John  Haslett, 

1  rustees  as  aloresaid  the  House  and  lot  that  I  now  own  situated  on 
Rose  Street  in  the  City  ol  New  York  in  trust  to  receive  the  rents 
issues  and  profits  thereof  and  apply  them  to  the  use  of  my  afore¬ 
mentioned  niece  Emma  Williams  during  her  life,  or  untill  she  shall 
marry  and  alter  she  decease  or  marriage  of  the  said  Emma  Williams 
I  devise  the  said  house  and  lot  in  fee  simple  absolute  to  such  ol  the 
children  of  my  said  daughter  Jane  T.  Haslett  as  shall  then  be  li\  ing. 

Sixth.  I  give  and  devise  in  fee  simple  absolute  to  my  daughter 
Ellen  Coxe  all  the  real  estate  with  the  buildings  thereon  that  1  own 
in  the  City  of  Brooklyn  consisting  of  three  several  parcels  one  of 
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wliich  is  described  in  a  certain  deed  dated  July  2nd  1822  made  and 
executed  to  me  by  one  Catharine  Mead  and  recorded  in  Kings 
County  Clerks  office  in  Liber  No.  23  of  Conveyances  page  327  &c 
January  9,  1828  as  follows  “all  that  certain  lot  or  parcel  of  ground 
situate  lying  and  being  in  Brooklyn  in  Kings  County  and  State  of 
New  York  aforesaid  and  designated  in  a  Map  made  of  land  mort¬ 
gaged  by  Comfort  Sands  to  the  President  directors  and  company  of 
the  Bank  of  New  York  by  Lot  number  forty  seven  being  on  the  east 
side  of  Washington  Street  between  York  Street  and  Prospect  Street 
containing  in  breadth  in  front  on  Washington  Street  aforesaid  and 


at  the  rear  thereof  respectively,  twenty  five  feet  and  in  length  on 
both  sides  one  hundred  and  eight  feet  be  the  same  more  or  less. 
Another  parcel  is  described  in  a  certain  deed  dated  March  6th  1839 
made  and  executed  to  me  by  Cornelius  Van  Cleef  and  Thomas  Bay  1  is 
assignees  of  John  B.  Crook  and  recorded  in  Kings  County  Clerks 
ollicc  in  Liber  80  of  Conveyances  page  208  March  7th  1839  as  fol¬ 
lows  all  that  certain  lot  bice  or  parcel  of  land  situate  lying:  and  beine: 
in  the  City ml  Brooklyn  aforesaid  on  the  southerly  side  of  high  street 
between  Jay  and  bridge  streets  and  bounded  as  follows  Begin¬ 
ning  at  a  point  on  the  southerly  side  of  I  Iigh  street  distant  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  five  feet  westerly  from  the  south  westerly  corner  of 
1  Iigh  and  Bridge  streets  and  running  thence  westerly  along  the  south¬ 
erly  side  of  1 1  igh  street  thirty  feet  to  land  now  or  late  of  Samuel  Shot- 
well,  thence  southerly  along  the  land  now  or  late  of  Samuel  Shot  well 
&  in  line  parallel  with  Bridge  street  One  hundred  feet  to  other  land 
now  or  late  of  said  Shotwcll  thence  Easterly  aloud  said  land  and  on 
a  line  parallel  with  High  street  thirty  feet  to  land  now  or  late  of 
Nehemiah  Mason  and  thence  northerly  along  said  land  and  on  a 
line  parallel  with  bridge  street  one  hundred  feet  to  high  street  the 


place  ol  beginning  The  third  parcel  is  described  in  a  certain  deed 
dated  April  20th  1 8 1 2  made  and  executed  tome  by  William  Pearsall 
and  wife  &  1  Inward  Pearsall  and  wife  and  recorded  in  Kings  County 
Clerks  office  in  Liber  No.  102  of  conveyances  page  7  &c  April  21, 
1842  as  follows,  all  that  certain  lot  piece  or  parcel  of  land  with  the 
tenements  thereon,  situate  lying  and  being  in  the  third  ward  of  the 
City  of  Brooklyn  in  the  County  of  Kings  and  State  of  New  York  on 
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the  Northerly  side  of  Clark  street  and  which  is  known  and  desig¬ 
nated  on  a  Map  ol  the  Commissioners  Division  of  a  part  of  the 
Middah  Estate,  bearing  date  January  1833  and  surveyed  by  Isaac  L. 
Ludlam  \  illagc  Surveyor  as  lot  number  one  hundred  and  fifty  eight 
(158)  Bounded  southerly  by  Clark  Street  Easterly  by  lot  number 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (.57)  on  said  Map  Northerly  by  lot 
number  one  hundred  and  forty  two  (142)  on  said  Map;  and  westerly 
by  lot  number  one  hundred  and  fifty  nine  (159)  on  said  map  con¬ 
taining  twenty  five  (25)  feet  in  front  and  rear  and  one  hundred  (100) 
feet  eight  (8)  inches  in  depth  on  each  side. 

Seventh.  I  give  devise  and  bequeath  unto  Ellen  Coxe,  jane  T 
I  Iaslett  (now  the  wife  of  Dr.  John  I  Iaslett)  and  Elizabeth  E.  Stuart 
(now  the  wife  of  Robert  Stewart  f  three  of  my  daughters  all  the  .  ight 
t  it  le  and  interest  I  have  in  and  to  the  lot  ol  ground  and  stoi  e  thereon, 
known  as  number  eighty  (No.  80)  From  Street  in  the  City  of  New 
York  and  I  also  give  devise  and  bequeath  all  the  rest  residue  and 
remainder  of  my  Estate,  wheresoever  and  whatsoever  both  real  and 
personal  wether  in  possession  or  expectancy  to  the  same  three  daugh- 
tds,  to  be  divided  equally  among  them  share  and  share*  alike  and  in 
case  eithei  of  the  three  shall  die  before  me  leaving  lawful  issue  then 

I  give  devise  and  bequeath  the  share  of  the  daughter  so  dying  to  such 
lawful  issue. 

In  Witness  Whereof  I  the  said  MARY  SULLIVAN  the  Tcsta- 
tiix.  have  to  this  my  last  Will  and  1  estament  contained  in  this 
and  the  one  preceding  sheet  of  paper  subscribed  my  name  and  set 
my  seal  this  thirtieth  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  bundled  and  forty  four  and  have  caused  a  duplicate 
theieof  to  be  made  and  have  also  at  this  same  time  subscribed  my 
name  and  set  my  seal  thereto. 

Mary  Sullivan  (L.  S.) 

Subscribed  sealed  published  and  declared  and  acknowl¬ 
edged  by  the  Testatrix  MARY  SULLIVAN  in  the  presence 
of  each  of  us  who  at  the  time  of  making  such  subscription 
and  acknowledgement  did  declare  this  Instrument  to  be  her 
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last  Will  and  Testament  and  we  at  her  request  and  in  her 
presence  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other  have  subscribed 
our  names  as  attesting  witnesses  thereto. 


Samuel  E.  Johnson 

— 0 - - 

Myrtle  Av.  Cor.  Jay  street 

Brooklyn  L.  1 

Win.  Dcvigne 

do 

do 

Gen  ii  Martensc 

Flatbush  Kings  County  L.  E 

I  he  following  persons  are  mentioned  in  the  "Will  of  Mary  Sullivan 
Ellen  Coxe,  daughter 

Jane  T.  Maslett,  (wife  of  Dr.  John  Haslett)  daughter 
Maria  Thorn  (wife  of  Richard  V.  W.  Thorn)  daughter 
Emma  Williams,  niece 

Elizabeth  E.  Stuart  (Stewart)  wife  of  Robert  Stewart,  daughter. 

I  he  following  sons  who  have  died  are 

Quintin  M .  Sullivan,  died  July  5,  18257 
Robert  Magee  Sullivan,  died  December  10,  1822 
John  McCarthy  Sullivan,  died  February  21,  1 833* 

1  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan,  widow  of  John  Sullivan,  was  the  daughter  of  Captain  John 
Palmer  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Arthur.  Captain  Palmer  was  known  as  "Mariner"  and 
"Seinner”  (Westchester  Land  Record  1:  (io  and  Wcstchestei  Mortgage  A:  3).  lie  was 
I  lai  hot  master  at  Iishkill  in  » 7  8  •_* .  lie  niariicd  Elizabeth  Anhui,  daughli  1  of  Ceorge 
Arlhui  and  Mary  Jones,  in  the  Eirsl  Presbyterian  Churili,  NA.  City,  Maul,  ej,  17^8. 
1  heir  eldest  daughter  Mary,  born  Oct.  a.|,  1 married  John  Sullivan  May  8,  1 783 
She  died  at  hei  home,  155  Fulton  Street,  Brooklyn.  1  ler  daughter,  Ellen  Coxe,  a  child¬ 
less  widow,  lived  there  with  her.  The  house  on  the  S.E.  corner  of  Fulton  and  Nassau 
Streets,  was  torn  down  when  the  approaches  of  the  Brooklyn  Bridge  were  prepared. 
It  was  a  loin  story,  lnitk  house,  according  to  the  Long  Island  Historical  Society.  1  he 
Stuart  Bible,  in  the  record  made  by  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart,  gives  the  date  of  Sep¬ 
tember  28,  1 8 17  as  the  dale  of  the  death  of  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan. 

Man  Palmer  Sullivan  was  first  buried  in  the  Haslett  vault  in  St.  Luke’s  Church- 

z 

yard.  On  May  25,  i88<),  all  the  bodies  in  this  vault  were  removed  to  the  Haslett  Lot  in 
Cicenwood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn. 

-  O11  March  1,  182(1,  Jane  Theresa  Sullivan,  who  had  been  born  in  New  York  City, 
Nov.  (j,  i8oj,  and  educated  at  the  Moravian  Seminary,  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  was  manied 
by  Rev.  H.  U.  Onderdonk,  Rector  of  St.  Ann’s  Church,  Brooklyn,  to  Dr.  John  I  Iaslett, 
U.S.N.  at  her  mother’s  house,  155  Fulton  Street,  Brooklyn.  (Records  of  St.  Ann’s 
Church.)  Dr.  Haslett  was  born  in  Charleston,  S  C.  Dec.  .j,  1 7»j‘j.  (Archives  of  Harvard 
College).  He  graduated  from  the  Medical  School  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
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in  >8,,  and  entered  the  U.  S.  Navy  July  tr,,  ,8,,  with  the  rank  of  Uting  Surgeon. 
(Office  of  Naval  Records  and  Library.)  lie  was  married  while  on  tempo. ar\  h  ave. 

I  heir  children  were:  John  Hasletl,  horn  Dec.  25,  iSati-dicd  Apnl  10.  ,888 

Mars  Sullivan  llaslett,  horn  18  5.--d.ed  I  t  I,,  1}Jia* 

Lllen  Sullivan  llaslett,  horn  183  j-, lied  Aug.  -5, 

Samuel  Erasmus  llaslett,  horn  Jan.  11,  iHjb-dicd  Jan  i(j 
1920* # 

l)r.  Audley  llaslett,  horn  May  a.|,  i8ji-died  July  ,j.  .yoi 
in  Lucca,  Italy. 

Sullivan  llaslett,  horn  Aug.  28,  1 8 13— die  cl  Jan.  1  1887 
Dr.  llaslett  remained  In  the  U.  S.  Navy  until  Dec.  5,  tvlu  n  i,c  leaned.  Ills 
ta.tk  tvas  that  of  Fleet  Surge-nil.  (l  ull  tec, rid  of  Ins  Naval  career  is  in  the  „||KC.  .,1 
Naval  Records  k  Library,  Washington,  D.  C.) 

He  practiced  medicine  in  Brooklyn  where  his  home  was  at  n5  Clinton  Street 
Cori.ei  of  Joralemon  Street.  In  ,8,.  Dr.  llaslett  became  Vice-President  of  the  Brook’ 
>n  City  Hospital,  and  later  he  became  President  of  that  Institution.  Me  died  in 
Brooklyn  Sept,  28,  1878,  and  is  buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery.  Il.s  wile  J  ,..e  Sulli¬ 
van  llaslett.  d.ed  April  ,888.  and  is  also  buried  in  Greenwood  Ccmeie.y. 

•  Mary  and  Ellen  llaslett  never  mankd.  They  spent  .hen  summers  at  Cor , avail  on 

Hudson,  and  V.rgn.ia  Stuart  Mackay-Smi.h  said  that  they  were  n.agnil.ceu,  ho.se- 
women. 

i  V  w,,Ulti1EraSniUS  HaslcU'  Was  l,lc  sluvivor  u[  family.  He  had  married  Eli/a- 
bctl,  Mary  I  home.  Ins  Inst  cousin,  once  removed,  the  dangl.te,  of  Dr.  John  Sul), van 
i  noriic.  She  was  born  Jan.  3,  i8.|2. 

Mrs.  Samuel  Erasmus  llaslett  died  of  shock  June  27.  ,8g,,  when  a  lighted  gas-jet 
set  hre  to  a  lace  curtain  n,  the  room  in  which  she  was  dressing,  and  he.  clothing 
caught  hre  from  a  curtain.  She  jumped  f.on,  the  window.  II.  ,  husband,  after  her 
nag.c  death,  became  a  recluse.  When  he  ched-the  last  of  his  lamily-  he  left  his 
intangible  property  ,0  various  charities,  and  all  his  household  puss,  ,m,„,s  .0  the 

11, 00k l)i,  Museum.  1  l„s  Museum  has  the.efme  a  collection  of  Sullivan,  Tho.uc  and 
Hasletl  family  treasures. 

a  Ellen  Sullivan  Coxe,  horn  “Eleanor  Sullivan”  February  .,  ,798  in  New  York.  On 
Abiy  ,82,,  she  eloped  with  I.t.  James  Sidney  Coxe,  U.S.N.  and  they  were  married 
by  Rev.  II.  F.  lelu.s,  of  St.  Stephens  Church,  New  York  City.  (National  Archives.) 
James  Sidney  Coxe  was  the  son  of  Tench  Coxe  and  his  wife  Rebecca  Coxe  of  Sidney, 
N.J.,  being  one  of  ten  children.  He  was  horn  in  Philadelphia,  and  appointed  Mid¬ 
shipman,  U.S.N.,  Jan  ,0,  .8,5.  The  Muster  Roll  of  U.S.S.  Ontario  (Oll.ce  ol  Naval 
Records  and  L.brary)  states  that  Lt.  John  McCarthy  Sullivan  and  I.t.  James  Sidney 
Coxe  were  both  fellow-ofl.cers  on  that  ship  on  a  voyage  to  the  northwest  coast  of 

'  incnca  181 7-181 9-  Lt;  Coxt  was  *"  New  York  in  the  summer  of  1821.  In  the  Spring 
<>l  1822  U.S.S.  Enterprise,  on  which  he  was  an  officer,  came  to  Charleston  S  C  dtci 
having  been  three  days  off  Morro  Castle,  1  Iavana.  Ten  persons  on  board  were  sick  with 
yellow  fever  when  the  ship  arrived  in  Charleston,  and  Lt.  Coxe  died  there  June  20, 

.  822.  (U.S.  Archives  &  pamphlet  “Yellow  fever  in  Charleston,  by  L.  McC.”  1878,  South 

Carolina  Historical  Society.)  He  is  buried  in  St.  Michael’s  Churchyard,  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  The  family  story  is  that  Ellen  fainted  when  she  heard  of  Lt.  Coxc’s 
death,  and  only  then  disclosed  her  marriage. 
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1  lie  nanus  of  the  two  sisters,  Elizabeth  and  1  lien  Sullivan,  were  confused,  and 
Virginia  Stuart  Mackay-Smith  gave  this  explanation  as  to  the  origin  of  various  stories 
of  the  elopement  of  Robert  Stuart  and  Elizabeth  Sullivan,  who  did  not  elope,  but 
were  married  in  the  1  irst  Prcsby terian  Church,  N.Y.  City,  July  at,  1813,  by  Rev. 
Samuel  M i Her. 

Ellen  Coxe  lived,  alter  she  became  a  widow,  with  her  mother,  Mrs.  Sullivan,  at 
133  l  ullon  Street,  Brooklyn.  Alter  her  mother's  death,  she  moved  to  87  Clark  Street, 
property  bequeathed  to  her  by  her  mother.  When  the  wife  of  Richard  Van  Wych 
Thome,  Jr.,  died  Dec.  13,  1830,  in  childbirth,  she  left  a  little  girl,  Maria  Johnson 
Thorne,  Mis.  Coxe  brought  up  this  child  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Faith,  as  she  had 
become  a  member  ol  that  Church.  (This  information  was  given  by  Ellen  llaslelt 
1  home  Samuel,  the  daughter  ol  CRiiniiu  Maynard  Thorne,  and  Grealniece  ol  Mrs. 
Coxe.)  Ellen  Sullivan  Coxe  and  her  nephew  John  llaslelt,  lawyer,  were  living  at  yi 
Clark  Stieet,  Brooklyn,  when  she  died  Nov.  i.j,  1876.  She  was  buried  in  the  llaslelt 
family  v.udt  in  St.  Luke’s  Churchyard,  Brooklyn.  Her  body  was  later  moved,  May  23, 
1831),  to  the  llaslelt  lot  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn. 

1  Emma  Maria  Williams,  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Quimby  Williams  and  Emma 
Palmer,  the  younger  sister  of  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan.  Emma  Williams  was  greatly 
beloved.  She  made  her  home  with  Dr.  Richard  Van  Wyck  I  home  and  his  wife.  She  is 
buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery.  She  died  March  .],  187CJ,  at  the  age  of  78  years  y 
months. 

&  On  November  2G,  1803,  Mary  Jones  (Maria)  Sullivan  was  married  to  Dr.  Richard 
Van  Wyck  Thorne  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  N.Y.  City  by  Rev.  Samuel 
Miller.  Mary  Jones  was  named  for  her  greatgrandmother,  Mary  Jones  ol  Bristol,  Eng¬ 
land,  who  had  manied  George  Arthur.  Mary  Jones  Sullivan  was  always  known  as 
Maria.  She  was  the  eldest  child  of  John  and  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan  and  was  horn  in 
New  Yoik  April  1  j,  tySp  She  was  educated  at  the  M01  avian  School  at  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
She  was  there  in  1  793. 

Dr.  Richard  Van  Wyck  Thorne  was  born  at  Great  Neck,  Long  Island,  Dec.  23, 
1777.  On  leaving  school  he  studied  Medicine  under  Dr.  Samuel  Mitchell.  In  1800, 
having  previously  obtained  his  diploma,  he  made  a  voyage  as  ship's  surgeon,  but  pre¬ 
ferring  a  life  on  land  to  one  at  sea,  on  his  return  to  New  York  he  gave  up  the  position 
and  engaged  with  his  brother  in  the  tobacco  business.  lie  was  one  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Village  of  Brooklyn,  before  it  was  incorporated  into  a  city,  and  subsequently  to 
that  set  veil  several  lei  ms  as  Alderman.  In  1837  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Assembly, 
lie  was  a  Director  of  the  Long  Island  Insurance  Co.,  and  also  President  of  the  Brook¬ 
lyn  Bank.  (Obituary  Medical  Society  County  ol  Kings.) 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Thorne  had  six  sons: 

(1)  Dr.  John  Sullivan  Thorne,  Born  April  19,  1807 

Married  Deborah  Rhinelander  Underhill,  Dec.  3,  i8yo 

Died  Sept.  1,  1 880 

Buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn 

(2)  William  Maynard  Thorne,  born  1809 

Died  May  1 2,  1827 

Buried  in  Christ  Churchyard,  Manhasset 
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(3)  Richard  Eugene  Thorne,  Horn  June  19,  1811 
Married  Lydia  M.  Sill 
Died  May  2.},  1 892 

Buried  in  Christ  Churchyard,  Manhasset 
(  l)  George  Arthur  Thorne,  Born  Jan.  21,  1815 
Married  Mrs.  McGroany 
Died  July  21,  1887 

Buried  in  Christ  Churchyard,  Manhasset 
(a)  Richard  Van  Wyck  1  home  Jr.  Horn  Sept.  13,  1821 
Married  (1st)  Maria  M.  Johnson,  Oct.  13,  1 8  j « j 
She  died  Dec.  12,  1830,  aged  23 

(and)  Sarah  C.  T.  Dennis,  Feb.  G,  1833 
(3rd)  Cornelia  l-'loyd  Jones 
R.  V.  W.  Thorne  Jr.  Died  April  G,  1875 
Buried  in  Christ  Churchyard,  Manhasset 
(G)  Quintin  Maynard  1  home,  Horn  Aug.  1832 
Married  Maria  Tate  llall,  Oct.  29,  1857 
Died  Dec.  9,  1 879 

Buried  in  Marble  Cemetery,  N.  V.  City 

Dr.  Richard  Van  Wyck  Thorne  and  his  wile. lived  at  the  corner  of  Sands  and 
Adams  Streets,  Brooklyn.  1  he  house  and  property  adjoining  the  garden  was  also 
owned  and  occupied  by  them  while  building  the  residence  on  the  corner,  in  which 
they  moved  when  it  was  completed,  (lliis  information  was  given  by  their  grand¬ 
daughter,  I'.llcn  Ilaslett  J  home  Samuel.)  I  heir  eldest  son,  Dr.  John  Sullivan  1  home, 
lived  with  them,  with  his  wife,  Deborah.  A  cousin,  Emma  Williams,  also  lived  with 
them. 

The  Thornes  also  owned  a  slock  farm  at  Great  Neck,  Long  Island,  where  Dr. 
Thorne  raised  thorough  bred  horses  as  a  hobby.  His' son  Richard  Eugene  lived  011 
that  faun  with  his  wile,  Lydia. 

Maria  Sullivan  Tliorne  died  Nov.  25,  1830,  at  Great  Neck,  Long  Island,  and  is 
buried  in  Christ  Churchyard,  Manhasset,  Long  Island. 

Dr.  Richard  Van  W)tk  died  at  his  Brooklyn  home,  April  1  1,  1871,  and  is  buried 
in  Christ  Churchyard,  Manhasset,  Long  Island. 

0  Elizabeth  Emma  Sullhan  (Betsey)  was  born  in  New  York  June  27,  1792.  She  was 
baptised  under  the  same  date,  in  St.  Peter’s  Roman  Catholic  Chinch,  Barclay  Street, 
N-V.C.  of  which  her  father,  John  Sullivan,  was  a  Trustee.  Her  godpaients  were 
Cornelius  Ileeney  and  Emma  Miller.  On  the  baptismal  certificate  it  is  stated  that 
John  Sullivan  and  his  wife  Maria  were  Catholics,  and  that  their  marriage  had  been 
performed  by  a  Catholic  priest. 

Elizabeth  Emma  Sullivan  was  educated  at  Moravian  Seminary  at  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
She  was  there  in  i8o.j.  On  July  21,  1813,  she  was  married  to  Robert  Stuart  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  New  York  City  by  Rev.  Samuel  Miller.  (Miller  marriage  record 
gives  the  dale  as  July  20,  but  Bibles  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Stuart  give  it  as  July  21. 
Miller  Marriage  records  are  in  Princeton  Theological  Seminary.)  Robert  Stuart  was 
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l)oni  ;ii  Callander,  Balc|uihidder,  Scotland,  Feb.  19,  1785.  He  emigrated  to  Montreal 
in  1807  to  join  his  uncle,  David  Stuart,  one  of  the  agents  of  the  Northwest  Fur  Co. 
and  came  to  New  York  in  July  1810.  Sept.  6,  1810  he  sailed,  with  his  uncle  David 
Stuart,  around  the  Horn  to  Astoria,  and  on  July  29,  181a  Robert  Stuart  left  Astoria 
for  St.  I  amis,  where  he  arrived  April  30,  1813— a  distance  he  computed  as  37G8  miles. 
He  returned  to  New  Yolk  June  23,  1813,  and  his  marriage  look  place  there  a  month 
later.  The  record  in  the  Stuart  Bible  gives  the  date  as  July  21,  1813.  In  1817  the 
Stuarts  moved  to  Michilimacinac,  Michigan,  where  Robert  Stuart  was  Agent  lot  the 
American  Fur  Co.  lie:  retired  from  that  in  June  1831  and  moved  to  Detroit  with  his 
family  and  aged  uncle,  David  Stuart. 

Robert  and  F.li/abeth  Fmmu  Stuart  had  nine  Children: 

(1)  Mary  1  li/abeth  Stuart,  Horn  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  June  27,  1 8 1  j 
Married  (1st)  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner  USA 
July  18,  1831 

Dr.  Turner  died  Oct.  17,  1853 

Married  (and)  William  Chapman  Baker,  former  hubancl  of 
deceased  sister  Kate 
April  18,  i8",G 

Mary  Stuart  Baker  died  Minneapolis,  Minn.  June  3,  1878 
Buried  in  Flmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit 
(a)  David  Stuart,  Born  Brooklyn  N.Y.  March  12,  1 8 1  (5 
Married  Sarah  Benson  of  Brooklyn  Oct.  G,  i8|2 
Died  Sept.  11-12,  18G8,  in  Detroit 
Buried  in  Flmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit 
(3)  Kate  Stuart,  Born  Miihilimac inac,  July  21,  1820 

Married  William  Chapman  Baker,  June  23,  1 8 j 2 
Died  Morristown,  N.J.  Oct.  3,  1833 

Buried  in  Graveyard,  1st  Presbyterian  Church,  Morristown 
(l)  John  Stuart,  Born  Michilimacinac:  March  (>,  1822 
Married  l.avinia  Field  May  15,  1850 
Died  Detroit  Oct.  27,  1853 
Buried  in  Flmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit 
(.-,)  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  Born  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  Oct.  8,  1825 
Married  Fllen  Fli/a  Cairns  Aug.  3,  1838 
Drowned  in  Warrenton  River,  Virginia,  July  31,  18G3 
Buried  in  Flmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit 
(ti)  Marion  Stuart,  Born  Michilimacinac,  May  18,  1828 
Died  Detroit,  Aug.  3,  1835 
Buried  in  Flmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit 

(7)  William  Maynard  Stuart,  Born  Michilimacinac,  April  13,  1830 

Died  Detroit  April  25,  183G 

Buried  in  Flmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit 

(8)  Celia  Stuart,  Born  Michilimacinac  June  3,  1832 

Died  Detroit  March  18,  1836 
Buried  Flmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit 
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(<>)  William  Maynard  Stuart  (the  .second  of  that  name) 

Born  June  2,  1.8^7  in  Detroit 
Died  August  10,  if^S  in  Detroit 
Buried  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit 

Robert  Stuart  went  to  (.Imago  in  18 15,  where  he  l>et  nne  Seiretaty  of  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  Canal  Co.  lie  died  in  Chicago,  Oct.  ay,  i8|8,  and  is  Initied  in  Elmwood 
Cemetery,  Detroit. 

1 . 1  i/a  Ik  1 1 1  liimu  Sul  1  i  v.  111  St  uart  died  in  Del  roi  t  Sept.  2(1 ,  1  8l>(  >,  and  is  also  buried 
in  ldmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit. 

7  Quintin  died  August  5,  1827.  July  5,  1825  was  the  date  on  which  he  signed  his 
own  will.  Quintin  Milieu  Sullivan  was  the  son  of  John  Sullhan,  a  .New  Yoik  mer¬ 
chant  ill  id  Mary  his  wife.  lie  was  born  in  New  ,i  01  k  l-  ebru.us  27,  1801.  On  the  death 
of  Ins  father ,  his  mother  moved  to  Brooklyn  and  lived  for  more  than  forty  years  in 
a  cottage  that  stood  at  the  corner  of  Fulton  and  Nassau  Streets.  She  was  noted  for 
her  liberal  charities  and  great  force  of  character.  To  give  her  son  a  Catholic  education 
she  look  the  then  long  and  arduous  journey  with  him  to  Montreal.  He  afterwards 
studied  medicine  but  never  practiced.  Several  of  Mrs.  Sullivan’s  daughters  made 
mixed  marriages  and  their  descendants  among  the  leading  families  of  Brooklyn,  are 
id  1  I  totestants!  Quintin  Sullivan  died  on  \ugust  ty ,  1827.  I  le  was  buried  111  St.  James 
churchyard,  in  the  part  now  covered  by  the  vestry  of  the  old  church. 

“Pioneer  Times  in  Brooklyn”  by  Thomas  F.  Meehan  A.M. 

U  S.  Historical  Records  R:  Studies— U.S.  Catholic  Historical  Society.  Vol.  2 

8  John  McCarthy  Sullivan  died  February  21,  1833  according  to  lb  S.  Navy  Dept. 
Iv  N.Y.  Historical  Society. 


ROBERT STUART,  MIDN. 

STATEMENT  OF  HIS  CONDUCT  ON  THE  NICH  E  OF 
THE  2.JT.  OCT.  1  8  J 7 

Found  by  Rear  Admiral  Philip  Cooper  in  the  Annapolis  records  and  giw  n  by  him  to 

Virginia  Stuart  Mackay-Smith. 


Sir 


Naval  School  Annapolis. 
October  25, 1 8  )7. 


Alter  mature  deliberation,  I  now  proceed  to  comply  with  your 
order  of  this  morning.  1  he  details  of  my  transactions  last  evening 
having  been  duly  laid  before  you,  I  can  only  add  my  deep  and  bitter 
regret  that  any  deviation  from  the  laws  of  this  institution  should 
have  been  attended  with  such  untoward  circumstances,  knowing  as 
I  well  do  the  deep  interest  you  take  in  all  within  these  walls,  and  the 
pain  and  mortification  such  proceedings  must  cause  you.  I  can  but 
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throw  myself  upon  your  clemency,  trusting  that  this  first  omission 
will  not  be  viewed  by  you  in  so  severe  a  light  as  though  it  was  ol’ fre¬ 
quent  occurrence,  In  taking  the  horse  out  of  his  stable,  nothing  was 
farther  from  my  intention  than  to  disturb  the  ordinary  quietness  of 
this  Institution;  it  was  a  thoughtless  piece  of  folly,  which  1  now 
deeply  regret,  hoping  and  feeling  that  my  future  conduct  will  be 
such  as  to  merit  your  entire  approbation  and  expiate  my  past  con¬ 
duct  I  remain 

Very  respectfully 

Your  obt.  Sen  t. 

R.  Stuart  Jr. 

Midn.  U.S.N. 


Chicago.  Nov.  i» 8 / . ( 7 

It  is  with  feelings  of  deep  gratitude,  I  assure  you  I  have  never  seen 
a  person  under  the  circumstances  so  well  as  Kate,  as  she  lies  in  bed 
with  her  cheeks  as  red  as  they  ever  were,  her  eyes  as  healthful  8c 
cheerful,  I  can  scarcely  realize  that  she  should  be  considered  an  in¬ 
valid  -She  says  she  never  felt  better  than  she  does— 8c  that  she  was  not 
nearly  as  well  with  the  others. 

Mrs.  Brise  is  an  excellent  careful  nurse  &:  what  pleases  1C  is,  that 
she  has  some  of  Mdmc.  Moran’s  ideas— Miss  Sarah1  is  a  sweet  healthy 
babe,  Sc  one  of  the  best  little  creatures  I  ever  saw,  her  mother  says 
“none  but  a  child  ten  months  old  could  be  as  smart  as  she’’— Mary 
and  Bessie  are  in  fine  health,  they  have  just  had  a  romp  at  hide  8c 
seek,  Bessie  talks  much  of  “Pa  gone  away"  “Pa  come  back"  which 
hour  we  all  wish  were  at  hand. 

We  recieved  a  letter  from  Sarah2  last  night,  Uncle3  is  much  better, 
she  has  had  a  letter  from  Dave  who  says  “Mrs.  Coxe1  says  she  will 
carry  the  wills*  to  the  court  of  Heaven  rather  than  permit  a  change 


Commander 

George  P.  Upshur 
Naval  School 
Annapolis. 
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m  any.”— K.  Henson0  wrote  Sarah  that  "Jane7  told  her  that  Mas 
property  was  between  eighty  R:  ninety  thousand  dollars  R:  that  Nelly1 
had  got  more  than  half”— 

Kate  desii  cs  me  to  say,  with  much  love  to  you ,  that  1  i  she  continues 


as  she  is  she  will  write  you  on  Friday,  which  will  he  one  day  after  the 
important  ninth  day ,  until  when,  her  nurse  says,  she  permits  no 
sitting  up. 

\\re  have  had  a  very  severe  snow  storm  since  twelve  AM.— the 
weather  is  becoming  very  cold.  Mary  enjoyed  the  snow  very  much.— 
Mr.  S.  is  in  church,  or  he  would  unite  his  affectionate  remembrance 
to  you,  with  that  of  your  affectionate  Mother 


(Recd.  Deer.  1  q,h) 


K.  E.  Stuai  t 


1  Sarah  Morris  Baker— born  Nov.  2|,  1817.  Her  sisters  remembered  her  as  a  fairy¬ 
like  treat urc,  always  dancing  about  the  house.  She  was  Rale  Smart  Bake  r's  third  *  hild, 
known  as  ‘Tanny”  to  the  family,  with  whom  she  was  a  great  pel.  When  she  was  3 [A 
yeai  s  old,  she  died  very  suddenly,  has  ing  fallen  into  a  tub  of  boiling  w atei  when  there 
was  no  one  about  to  save  her.  The  loss  of  little  Fanny  was  deeply  felt  by  all  the 
children,  making  a  very  deep  impression  on  them. 

-  Sarah  Benson  Stuart,  wife  of  David  Stuart. 

^  "Uncle"  later  referred  to  as  “Old  Uncle"  David  Smart,  unde  of  Robert  Smart. 
Robert  came  from  Scotland  in  1807  to  join  David  Stuart  in  Canada,  where  David  was 
already  engaged  in  the  fur  business.  They  made  the  Astoria  nip  together 

1  Mrs.  Coxe— Ellen  Sullivan  Coxe,  widow  of  I  t.  James  Sidney  Close,  IJ.S  N.-born 
l’cbruary  ••  1 7 11  d*e  filth  child  of  John  and  Maty  Palmer  Sullivan.  She  had  made 
her  home  with  her  mother  Mrs.  Sullivan  in  Brooklyn. 

0  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan  had  died  in  Brooklyn  Sept.  28,  1817.  The  "Wills”  r<  f*  1  red 
to  ate  liet  Will  and  that  of  her  husband,  John  Sullivan— parents  ol  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Stuai  t. 

0  Benson  was  the  older  sister  of  Sarah  Benson  Stuart,  wife  of  David  Smart.  Her 
name  in  the  Benson  family  Bible  was  Catharine  Lawrence  Benson.  She  was  born  on 
October  30,  1818. 

7  Jane  was  Jane  Sullivan  1  Iaslett— sister  of  Ellen  Coxe  and  Elizabeth  Smart. 


Chicago.  March  25,  18.pS. 

My  dear  Mary1 

I  must  plead  guilty  to  all  the  accusations  you  have  brought  against 
me,  I  have  but  two  palliatives  to  offer;  the  first  is  my  utter  abhorrance 
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of  even  the  sight  of  a  pen,  ink  R:  paper,  R:  the  second  is,  my  patient. 
Availing  for  (what  has  not  yet  come)  a  statement  of  account  from 
your  very  dutiful  R:  diligent  brother,  to  enable  me  to  send  to  the 
l)r.  a  complete  exhibit  of  our  affairs.  The  most  pleasing  comfort 
1  have,  (under  my  sense  of  remissness)  is  that  your  Mother  R:  Kale 
have  not  allowed  you  materially  to  suffer  for  want  of  epistolatory 
love,  for  they  have  kept  yon  informed  of  all  things  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  R:  even  some  transactions  savouring  of  the  regions  wider  the 
ca  rt  h . 

Your  Mother,  baker  R:  Kate,  will  leave  this  on  or  before  the  tst 
May,  after  a  short  visit  at  Detroit,  Ik  R:  k.  will  proceed  to  N.  Y.  .  — 
Your  Mother  will  wait  for  me  until  the  middle  of  June,  when  we  also 
intend  to  visit  N.  Y.  for  a  short  time. 

It  is  yet  uncertain  whether  I  shall  remain  here  for  another  year, 
or  leave  in  June.— I  am  not  much  disposed  to  work  hard  much 
longer,  1  have  had  my  share  of  it,  R:  like  a  good  old  horse,  should 
now  be  allowed  to  go  to  pasture." 

Why  do  you  exercise  yourself  so  much  with  the  trash  around  you, 
you  should  have  more  dignity  R:  self  respect  than  to  condescend  to 
make  yourself  so  cheap.— Courtesy  R:  cool  civilty  alone,  can  ever  carry 
one  safe  thro’  the  Camp  ordeal—  then  if  you  have  no  very  warm 
friends,  you  have  no  filthy  and  degrading  broils. 

Give  our  love  to  the  dear  children;  I  suppose  Miss  Kate3  is  by  this 
time  too  much  of  a  fine  young  lady  to  romp  with  old  Gentlemen; 
I  hope  she  will  soon  be  able  to  write  me  a  love  letter;  and  Master 
Bob’s1  Grandmother  is  beginning  to  look  out  for  one  from  him— 
does  he  remember  anything  of  our  Bible  lessons,  R:  docs  he  still  con¬ 
tinue  anxious  to  know  what  God  requires  of  him? 

All  are  well,  k  unite  in  love  to  all.— That  the  Lord  may  guide  R: 
keep  you  is  the  prayer  of  your  affectionate  father 

Robert  Stuart— 


1  Original  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

-  Robert  Stuart  was  in  Chicago  as  Secretary  of  the  Illinois  &:  Michigan  Canal  Co. 
:J  Kate  Stuart  Turner,  G'A  years  old. 

4  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  nearly  to  years  old. 
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In  July  1848  young  Midshipman,  Robert  St  nan,  Jr.,  having  com¬ 
pleted  a  course  of  instruction  at  Annapolis,  came  on  leave  to  visit 
his  cousins,  the  1  homes,  at  the  old  family  homestead  which  had 
been  theirs  for  two  hundred  years  at  Great  Neck,  Long  Island. 

On  Sunday  they  went  to  church  at  Christ  Church,  Manhasset, 
and  Kobei t  asked  his  cousin,  Eugene  I  home,  who  was  the  girl  with 
the  tiny  hands  and  feet.  Eugene  told  him  that  it  was  Ellen  Cairns, 
who  lived  at  Chiton  ,  in  Roslyn,  near  by.  (Ellen  wore  Zi  gloves 
until  t  lie  day  of  her  death,  and  her  mother  gave  her  the  1  uxiiry  o!  silk 
stockings,  telling  her,  in  order  to  prevent  vanity,  that  she  looked 
disgraceful  in  heavier  ones.) 

Alter  the  service  Eugene  introduced  Robert  to  Ellen,  and  this 
introduction  was  but  the  beginning,  for  after  securing  permission 
to  call,  Robert  found  a  good  excuse  every  few  days  to  go  to  Roslyn, 
and  before  long  the  two  young  people  were  engaged.  They  were 
married  August  3rd,  1848  at  the  Cairns  place  at  Roslyn.  1  he  weal- 
ding  took  place  in  Mr.  William  Cairns’  bedroom,  the  rear  room  on 
the  light  at  the  head  of  the  stairs.  Mr.  Cairns  had  been  an  invalid, 
suffering  with  gout,  for  many  years,  and  never  left  his  room. 

Ellen  Nellie  as  the  family  called  her,  wore  a  short  Brussels 
lace  dress,  which  is  now  treasured  by  her  granddaughter,  Helen 
Stuart  Marlatt.  Her  veil  was  worn  by  her  great-great -granddaughter, 
Nancy  Dickey,  when  she  was  married  in  Munich  in  iprp). 

1  he  young  couple  went  to  Chicago  to  visit  Robert  Stuart,  and 
then  to  Detroit  to  visit  Mrs.  Stuart.  In  November  1848  Robert 
Stuart  was  ordered  to  U.S.S.  Michigan  on  the  Great  Lakes,  and 
their  quarters  were  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

('Ellis  iuloi  ma I  ion  was  given  by  Virginia  Stuart  Mac  kapSmilh,  (laughter  of 
Rober  t  and  Ellen  Stuart,  to  her  children.) 


Chicago,  Sept.  14,1 848. 

My  dear  Betsy 

I  have  yours  of  the  9-inst.  with  Macy  &  Driggs’  statement  of  Taxes, 
it  is  75  per  cent  more  than  1  expected,  altho’  1  was  aware  of  the 
shameful  neglect  of  your  /topless  son.— I  return  you  the  statement, 
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with  some  remarks,  you  had  better  get  Mr.  Baker  to  examine  it 
thoroughly  &  compare  it  with  the  Tax  receipts,  which  are  either  in 
your  Trunk  or  in  the  red  chest,  or  in  both.— The  first  item  of  the 
a/c.  needs  explanation— also  amt.  $10.49  Pa*d  19th  Augt.  on  W  Vi 
lot  No.  55  N.  J ell.  Av.  for  the  Year  1845;  ^  l{  bought  at  tax  sale,  it  is 
all  right,  but  if  not,  the  lot  was  not  mine,  S:  1  think  that  1  paid  for 
the  whole  lot  in  1845,  ^  *s  ^ie  ^  -  ’A  of  the  lot  sold  Farnsworth.— 
In  the  item  of  $5.78  paid  Sep.  7th  our  dwelling  lots  as  well  as 
Da\  id's  are  included, altho’  they  arc  enumerated  in  the  item  immedi¬ 
ately  above,  but  perhaps  the  amt.  is  not  thereby  encrcascd— see  to 
this.— Under  the  date  of  8  Sept,  they  charge  for  purchase  of  Saganaw 
lands  for  1 84 9  R:  1 844 ,  this  was  I  know  paid  by  Fraser  Sc  You  will  find 
the  receipts,  I  think  it  was  paid  also  in  /.S’./ 5  but  I  am  not  sure.— Mr. 
Baker  will  be  able  to  ascertain,  my  tax  receipts  are  in  parcels  by 
themselves.— 1  have  a  lot  on  the  La  Bross  farm,  which  is  not  noticed 
in  the  statement,  no  doubt  it  has  been  sold  for  taxes,  have  it 
redeemed.— The  E  Vi  of  SAV.  14  sec.  35  T.  1  N.  12  E.  80  acres,  in 
Macomb  County,  is  also  1  fear  sold,  have  it  seen  to  &:  redeemed,  it  is 
the  lot  now  in  abeyance  with  Withered. — 

Mary  Sc  Driggs  have  a  complete  list  of  my  taxable  property  in 
Michigan,  except  Grand  Haven  R:c.  Mr.  Baker  by  examining  with 
them  will  be  able  to  ascertain  whether  till  is  now  right,  Sc  if  not  to 
make  it  so.— The  Cook  farm  should  be  looked  to,  1  lear  for  it,  altho’ 
Turnbull,  (the  man  on  it)  was  to  pay.— 

I  have  given  John1  a  Memo,  about  the  Cook  farm  deeds,  which 
will  explain  the  matter.— I  will  send  you  by  him  $300.,  as  you  are 
modest  enough  to  ask  for  none.— 

1  will  also  send  by  him  David’s  statements  of  money  rccd.  by  him 
Sec.  with  a  request  to  David  to  give  you  up  all  my  papers,  &  Mr.  Baker 
by  comparing  the  list  of  debts  due  me,  with  what  is  recd.,  will  be 
able  to  see  the  sums  due  R:c.  Sec.  David  has  a  list  of  the  papers.— 

The  Gillet  affair  is  simply  thus,  I  have  a  judgment  against  lvim 
for  $4  to  $500.,  which  we  compromised  a  few  days  before  1  came  oil 
in  1 845,  for  $300.— for  which  he  agreed  to  give  up  a  mortgage  he  had 
from  Mr.  Ilurlburt,  (who  lives  nearly  opposite  to  you)  but  the  mat¬ 
ter  has  never  been  moved  in  since— now  he  owes  $363.— &  must  settle 
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it  at  once,  b)  Cash,  or  the  promised  Mortgage  R;  $63.  interest  for  the 
3  years,  or  execution  can  issue  lor  the  whole  judgment.— If  Withered 
will  not  pay,  it  had  better  be  let  alone  until  I  get  home.— The  back 
rents  R:  interest  due  Mr.  Ik  can  ascertain  by  the  leases,  Mortgages, 
&  David’s  statements  to  me  of  moneys  red.  by  him.— As  to  the  Wood 
drawer  you  will  of  course  do  what  David  agreed  to  do.— 

Uncle’s-  affair  is  nothing,  he  told  me  before  I  came  away  he  was 
going  to  Canada  on  account  of  Bob.3— 

Let  him  have  what  money  lie  wants,  but  he  must  be  kept  just 
where  he  is  as  to  papers,  for  you  cannot  tell  what  a  superannuated 
man  may  do  in  his  whim. — 


Hob  R:  his  Lady,4  have  our  old  room,  the  parlor  is  our  general 
drawing-room, -I  room  on  the  floor  above,  over  Katy’s  room,  where 
I  can  watch  the  cook.— I  lost  nothing  but  my  watch,  altho’  there  were 
$  i  .75  in  my  vest  pocket! 

Mary5  and  John0  wait  orders  from  the  Dr.— 

Hob  leaves  here  next  Monday.— I  gave  Ellen  .$ioo.  in  L  Eagles  to 
purchase  anything  she  may  fancy  as  a  Memento;  I  will  also  pay  their 
bill  here— “that’s  all.” 

I  will  also  pay  Mary  Sc  John’s  &  give  him  $20. -1  am  kept  very 
bus) ,  we  aic  selling  a  gi eat  deal  of  land  say  $300,000.  wort h,  at  good 
prices.— Hob  Sc  Ellen  have  rccd.  a  great  deal  of  attention.— Mrs.  11. 
Brown  gave  a  party  for  her,  (but  before  she  arrived)  because  I  told 
hci  they  would  be  here.  Mrs.  Butterfield  a  party,  she  took  tea  with 
Mis.  L.  Smith  R:  Burch,  k:  Mrs.  Russell  professed  great  dissapt.  be¬ 
cause  they  would  not  take  up  their  abode  with  her.— Mrs.  John 
Kinzic7  is  sick.— 

Love  to  all 


Ever  yours  in  love 


Robert  Stuart. 

I)o  not  be  afraid  your  missives  can  come  too  often.— You  ate  a  little 
mistaken  in  the  supposition  that  I  learn  to  get  along  without  you.— 
Remember  that  I  have  none  either  to  love  or  scold. — 

1  John  Stuart,  his  son. 

2  "Old  Uncle”— David  Stuart. 

3  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  his  son. 
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I  Robe  rt  Stuart  Jr.  and  Ellen  Eliza  Cairns,  married  at  Roslyn,  Long  Claud,  N.Y. 
August  3,  18  |8. 

r*  M.ny  Elizabeth  Stuart  married  to  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner,  U.S.A.  who  was 
“the  l)r.” 

II  John  Stuart,  Mary's  brother. 

7  Mis.  John  kin/ie  was  the  wife  of  one  of  the  Chicago  pioneers.  1  ler  story  is  written 
in  ' Wan  Hun”,  published  by  Juliette  M.  Kinzie. 


Chicago,  Sept,  l.jth,  1848. 

My  dear  Baker,— 

I  have  delayed  answering  your  lav.  of - lor  some  reason  which 

I  now  forget,  and  it  is  not  before  me,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  answer  if 
seriatim.  As  to  the  Cook  farm  deeds,  I  can  only  say,  that  you  will  have 
to  look  back  to  the  deed  of  the  Gov.  Sc  Judges  to  Thos.  Palmer  Sc  then 
trace  1 1  is  disposition  of  the  lots,  especially  to  Cook;  see  also,  that  he 
did  not  dispose  of  some  of  those  sold  Cook,  to  others,  before  the 
deed  to  Cook  was  executed.  Mr.  Trowbridge  once  traced  out  the 
whole  thing  lor  me,  Sc  the  paper  is  either  in  the  Red  chest  or  David 
Itas  it,  the  latter  I  think;  this,  if  found,  will  aid  you  at  least.  David 
has  Palmer’s  deed  to  Cook,  Cook  to  Brown  Sc  Brown  to  me.  I  think 
all  the  difficulty  is,  that  sec.  54  should  be  52,— but  I  am  not  sure;  you 
can  at  all  events  trace  it  up,  i  believe  you  are  good  at  such  matters,  Sc 
it  will  be  line  J Mistime .  The  Withered  story  1  have  given  to  Mrs.  S.— 

I  now  write  David,  to  hand  over  to  his  Mother,  all  my  papers;  and 
hope  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  take  what  care  you  can  ol  my  allairs 
for  the  winter.  David  has  a  list  of  all  the -papers  1  left  with  him; 
Among  them  was  a  statement  of  Moneys  due  me  by  mortgage  Sc 
otherwise.— With  this  and  his  statements  to  me  of  money  rccd.  by 
him  you  will  be  able  to  ascertain  what  is  still  due.— I  do  not  wish  to 
disturb  the  principal  of  anything  that  is  well  secured  (a)  10%— but 
if  practicable,  get  in  the  rents,  interest  kc:  — David  will  be  able  to 
tell  you  all  about  anything  you  may  be  at  a  loss  about.— lie  is  too 
busy  with  other  business  to  do  justice  to  mine;  Sc  if  it  remain  longer 
in  his  hands,  it  will  engender  bad  feeling  between  us,  which  1  wish 
to  avoid,  else  I  would  not  trouble  you. 

I  have  written  Mrs.  S.  fully  about  Mary,  John,  Sc  Bob.— We  will 
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have  about  $500,000.  out  of  the  lands  this  fall,  which  is  more  than 
we  anticipated,  &  they  sell  foi  a  very  good  price.— I  think  enough  or 
nearly  so,  will  he  realized  to  pay  the  5  years  interest  on  the  loan  of 
$1,600,000.  we  get  hut  'A  cash,  the  residue  in  1,  2  &  3  years. 

1  he  Tolls  amount  already  to  $.15,000.— 1 1  the  Canal1  can  he  kept 
in  good  order  till  fall,  we  may  nearly  double  this  sum.— We  are  now 
very  busy— the  sales  will  he  over  by  the  close  ol  next  week.— My  love 
to  Kate  &:  the  dear  little  pussies.— 

Ever  yours  truly 

Robert  St utn  t 

1  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal.  See  "lhe  Discovery  of  the  Oregon  1  rail"  by 
I'hilip  Ashton  Rollins.  Biographical  Note:  page  XI. V. 

On  June  23,  1842,  Kate  Stuart  had  married  at  Detroit,  Michigan, 
William  Chapman  Raker.  William  Raker  was  the  second  child  of 
Looe  Raker  4th  and  Eliza  Warded.  He  was  horn  at  Natchez,  Miss., 
Jan.  27,  1809.  He  had  four  brothers  and  two  sisters.  He  entered 
Princeton  as  a  Junior  and  graduated  in  1825  tit  the  age  ol  sixteen. 
A  long  and  severe  attack  of  typhoid  fever  in  his  last  year  threw  him 
so  far  behind  his  class  that  he  graduated  second  instead  ol  first.  1  Iis 
chagrin  for  the  disappointment  to  his  father  and  depression  over  his 
older  brother  George’s  illness  and  death  from  consumption  in  1 826, 
threatened  his  own  health  and  he  was  sent  on  a  sea  voyage.  In  Eng¬ 
land  he  busied  himself  looking  up  family  records.  There  had  been 
many  Rakers  in  the  Rritish  Navy.  I.ooe  Raker  Ii  came  to  America 
in  1770  and  settled  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  (lhe  Letters  of  Looe 
.jth  and  Eliza  Warded  Raker  (1801-1821)  were  published  by  their 
greatgranddaughtcT,  Kate  Stuart  Lowry.  The  originals  are  in  the 
Princeton  University  Library.) 

After  young  William  Raker  returned  from  this  first  voyage  to 
Europe,  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  banking  house  in  New  York.  I11  1 830 
he  went  again  to  England  and  to  France.  While  in  Paris,  he  was 
invited  by  Lafayette,  who  had  been  entertained  by  his  father  in  New 
Jersey,  to  spend  a  weekend  at  his  place  in  the  country.  When  he 
arrived  he  found  to  his  consternation  that  Lafayette  had  been  telling 
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a  nuinhcr  ol  his  French  guests  of  the  wonderful  marksmanship  ol 
the  Americans,  and  he  had  promised  them  that  this  young  Ameri¬ 
can  would  demonstrate  his  prowess  to  them.  William  Baker  knew 
nothing  ol  shooting.  1  Ie  was  horrified  aL  Lafayette’s  suggestion,  and 
protested  that  he  could  not  shoot,  but  his  protestations  were  ascribed 
to  modesty,  and  at  last,  in  desperation,  he  took  a  rifle,  shut  his  eyes 
and  fired.  1 1  is  bullet  hit  the  bull’s  eye!  “See,  what  did  I  say?’’  said 
Lalayette.  Do  it  again’’  said  the  guests.  “No,  once  is  enough,’’  an¬ 
swered  young  Will  Baker.  (This  story  was  told  by  Kate  Stuart  Lowry, 
who  had  heard  it  from  her  aunt,  Eliza  Baker.) 

William  Baker’s  mother,  Eliza  Warded  Baker,  died  Dec.  8,  1821 
and  on  Jan.  G.  1831,  his  lather  Looe  Baker  married  Sarah  Sabina 
Morris  Kean,  the  widow  of  Peter  Philip  Kean  ol  Ursino.  Through 
this  marriage  William  Baker  became  the  step-brother  of  John  Kean, 
Julia  Kean  (Mrs.  I  lamilton  Fish)  and  Christine  Kean  (Mrs.  William 
Preston  Gi  illin).  Mrs.  Niemcewicz,  the  mother  of  Peter  Philip  Kean 
and  owner  of  Ursino,  died  at  Looe  Baker’s  home  in  New  York  City 
May  14,  1833. 

Sea  voyages  greatly  improved  William  Baker’s  health  and  he  made 
many  to  Paris  and  the  South  of  France  as  buyer  for  a  wholesale  silk 
house  in  New  Orleans.  At  the  St.  Charles  1  lotel  in  New  Orleans  he 
heard  Adeline  Patti,  then  live  years  old,  sing,  standing  on  a  piano. 
After  his  marriage  to  Kate  Stuart  in  1842,  lie  made  no  more  sea  voy¬ 
ages  and  they  settled  in  Morristown,  N.  J. 

When  Robert  Stuart  died,  his  widow,  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart, 
burdened  with  her  new  business  responsibilities  as  Executrix  of  his 
estate,  turned  for  advice  to,  and  valued  the  business  experience  of 
her  tactful,  loyal  and  devoted  son-in-law,  William  C.  Baker. 


Chicago,  Oct.  1,  1848. 

My  dear  Betsy 

I  recJ.  your  scrawl,  (as  you  call  it.)  1  do  not  know  that  it  was  the 
less  welcome  for  that  defect,  as  it  made  me  hang  the  longer  over  it.— 
Why  do  you  not  get  a  good  bottle  of  ink  &  a  dozen  good  pens,  &  not 
keep  yourself  all  the  while  in  trouble  about  small  matters.— 
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The  Dr’s1  letter  to  Mary,2  (which  I  mailed  for  h  er  last  night,)  is 
truly  an  uncomfortable  one,  but  let  them  remember  that  we  are  all 
m  the  hands  of  a  gracious  parent,  who  can  be  fully  conlided  in,  our 
great  trouble  generally  is,  that  we  oppose  our  will  to  his,  Xj  this  is 
sure  ever  to  keep  us  in  trouble;  cheerful  submission  will  ever  keep 
us  happy,  Sc  why  should  we  not  yield  this.  God  sees  the  end  from  the 
beginning,  we  do  not,  X;  therefore  cannot  be  true  judges  in  most 
cases,  what  often  appears  to  our  unbelieving  heart,  a  great  evil,  be¬ 
comes  our  chief  good.— Mary  is  ambitious,  how  does  she  know,  but 
Bob3  is  to  become  president  of  the  Mormon  republic,  or  what  is  more 
likely,  Kate4  become  the  Presidentess?— whichever  way  matters  go, 
the  I)r.  must  not  resign,  neither  his  health  nor  character  lit  him  for 
private  practice,  &:  it  is  but  Dog’s  life  at  best—  |  or  even  years  will 
soon  pass,  &  then  he  will  no  doubt  be  done  with  the  other  side  oi  the 
world;  at  all  events,  with  the  economy  of  the  past  6  or  7  years,  they 
will  be  better  able  to  do  as  they  please— if  it  must  be  so.  Mary  can 
follow  him  in  a  few  months,  &  either  leave  the  children,  or  take  them 
along,  as  the  jit  may  be  on  her ,  for  I  knoxu  she  will  give  way  to  feeling 
X:  not  to  reason.— 

1  am  sorry  that  anything  in  my  letter  should  have  been  unpleasant 
to  Mr.  Baker,  Sc  you  can  say  to  him,  that  1  perfectly  understood  his 
reason  for  declining  Sec  for  he  very  clearly  explained  it,  but  I  did  not 
deem  it  of  the  same  validity,  as  I  suppose  the  Council  of  War  did.— 
I  know  that  if  nothing  were  in  the  way,  it  would  give  him  pleasure 
to  serve  me  in  any  way;  Sc  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  think  that  Kate5  & 
You  had  more  to  do  with  the  decision  than  he  had.— 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  leave  this,  I  will  be  as  busy  as  a  slave  until 
the  10  to  20  of  Deer.,  at  least;  indeed  I  could  not  with  propriety  be 
absent  at  any  time,  more  than  a  few  days;  while  in  the  Office,  1  will 
not  ask  anything  it  would  be  wrong  to  grant.— While  absent  last  stnn- 
mer  fatty  overpaid  about  $2000.,  which  may  never  be  recovered,  they 
do  not  of  course  blame  me,  but  I  could  not  again  ask  to  have  the 
Office  left  under  his  control.— All  I  can  do  is,  to  relieve  myself  alto¬ 
gether  as  soon  as  I  properly  can;  to  live  in  this  way  I  cannot  Sc  ought 
not;  besides,  you  need  me  near  you  to  scold  ike.— My  health  is  gen¬ 
erally  good,  but  every  easterly  blast,  or  rain,  brings  twinges  of  the 
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ELIZABETH  E.  AND  ROBERT  STUART— ABOUT  l8|8 
From  daguerreotype  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 
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STUART  LETTERS  Gt) 

horrible  rheumatism,  &  I  greatly  fear  I  shall  be  brought  down  with 
it  this  winter;  why  cannot  Kate  take  charge  of  the  house,  8:  you  come 
here  early  in  Novr.  before  the  Boat  to  St.  Joseph  stops?  there  are 
enough  of  them  together  without  you,  for  a  few  months  at  least— this 
is  all  1  can  say,  so  now,  act,  as  you  may  settle  the  matter  among  you, 
but  let  it  be  according  to  conscience. 

Why  does  not  Uncle  pay  his  Doctor’s  bill?  if  he  has  no  money,  give 
him  S50,  for  he  lately  checked  $50.  on  the  Bank,  he  acts  like  a  whin¬ 
ing  child,  who  did  not  know  what  to  find  fault  with;  I  told  him  to 
get  money  from  you  or  Trowbridge  when  he  needed  it;  what  more 
does  he  want.— I  ell  him  this,  8c  that  he  makes  his  own  troubles— had 
Baker  not  better  go  over  to  see  what  the  fellow  means,  by  send  one 
bill  of  fji  8:  the  next  of  $  1  o.?  the  old  man  can  never  settle  it  himself. 
—What  did  the  $102.  Sc  Note  of  $35.  come  from?  Has  David  given 
you  up  the  papers?  or  what  is  the  intention? 

Keep  a  strict  a/c  of  all  you  get,  specifying  always  what  it  is  from, 
as  well  as  the  person  from  whom  rccd. 

No  matter  what  the  Butcher  says  of  the  farm  man;  he  is  to  pay, 
(I  think)  .^500.  down,  Sc  gets  only  a  bond  for  a  deed.— Let  some  one 
see  that  Lee  insures  his  houses  for  my  benefit,  he  must  give  us  the 
policy,  and  an  older  lor  the  rent,  to  commence  on  the  1st  of  Novr.— 
If  David  will  not  attend  to  this,  get  Wilcox  or  Belhune  Dullield  to 
do  it,  8c  see  it  done,  about  1st  Novr.;  and  if  Lee  refuse,  let  me  know. 
—Love  to  Uncle,  and  all  the  rest,  in  bulk.— May  he  who  is  love,  watch 
over  8:  keep  you  all.— 

Ever  yours  alfty, 

Robert  Stuart. 

By  the  by,  you  say,  “if  we  had  been  separated  by  death,  yours  would 
be  the  greatest  misery  on  earth.—’’  I  low  do  you  know  I  am  to  go  first? 
Do  not  be  too  sanguine— nor  trouble  your  mind  with  forebodings 
of  evil. 

1  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner,  a  surgeon  in  the  U  S.  Army,  husband  of  Mary 
Stuart.  By  order  of  the  Surgeon  General,  June  8,  i8|8  Dr.  Turner  was  directed  to 
report  for  duty  at  New  Orleans.  This  order  was  amended  on  Aug.  .\,  1 8  1 8  when  he 
was  ordered,  if  lie  had  not  passed  the  City  ol  St.  Louis,  to  report  for  duty  to  Gen. 
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Kearny  in  that  city.  Special  orders,  No.  36.  Headquarters,  Jefferson  Barrac  ks,  ordered 
t.  1  inner  to  accompany  the  and  Infantry  to  New  York  llarboi,  and  in  (.met  d 
Orders  No.  Go,  Adjucni  Ocm-ral',  Ollkc  Nov.  .j.  .8,8  I, is  av^nmvm  ,l,„.  wi.'l, 

tlie  2nd  Infantry  in  California  was  announced.  (National  Archives.) 

-  Mary  Stuart  'I’m  tier,  his  wife. 


3  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  horn  April  .j,  1N3S. 
■*  Kate  Stuart  Turner,  horn  Dec.  2a,  1 8  j  1 . 
r*  Kate  Stuart  Baker,  daughter  of  Robert  & 
Baker. 


Elizabeth  Stuart,  wile  of  William  C. 


...  vauuigO,  UCt.  (j,  iS.jh 

My  dear  Baker 

A[y  better  half  is  plaguing  my  life  out,  because  I  have  not  written 
you  something  smooth  &  agreeable,  in  reference  to  your  deciding 
not  to  take  upon  you  David’s  cast  oil  burden.-  She  is  afraid  you  may 
think  she  lias  written  something.-  Now,  in  order  to  comfort  her 
heait,  I  hereby  declare  that  1  am  perfectly  satislied  with  the  reasons 
you  assigned;  &  J  solemnly  certify  that  she  has  wt  men  nothing  about 

>'°u.  ,niL  w,iat  ,ias  always  been  as  sweet  as  the  honeycomb;  I  trust 
this  may  set  the  whole  matter  .it  1  est.— 


Wnii  regard  to  the  Brooklyn  allairs,1  there  is  no  telling  how  they 
may  terminate-were  1  confident  even,  1  should  still  have  some 
<1  uul ms  about  rendering  Nelly’s  character  what  it  would  have  to 
appear,  il  all  we  think,  he  so—  My  mind  is  not  fully  made  up,  but  it 
is  rather  disposed  for  peace,  &  to  “stiller  wrong.” 

As  to  Astor,8  I  fear  from  what  Crooks3  has  lately  written  me,  that 
nothing  more  is  to  be  expected.-  My  impression  is,  that  Crooks 
made  a  mistake  in  the  first  place,  about  the  Exchange  &  extra  com¬ 
mission,  he  will  however  investigate  the  matter  at  Mackinac.— 

My  rheumatism  is  somewhat  better  since  the  weather  has  cleared 
up.—  Love  to  Kate  &  the  children. 


Yours  truly  &  alfly, 

Robert  Stuart. 

1  Tllc  settlement  of  the  estate  of  Mrs.  John  Sullivan,  Elizabeth  Stuart’s  mother, 
who  had  died  Sept.  28,  1817.  Mrs.  Sullivan  in  her  will  left  to  her  daughter,  1  lien 
Sullivan  C.oxe,  who  lived  with  her,  all  her  “household  goods  and  furniture,  linnen, 
beds  and  bedding,  wearing  apparel,  jewelry,  china,  plate,  hooks,  pictures,  prints, 
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furl  .iiid  otliu  consumable  household  stoics,  and  also  all  the  money  in  the  house", 
and  most  ol  the  teal  estate  which  belonged  to  her,  as  distinguished  from  that  which 
was  cqualls  inherited  by  her  daughters  from  their  father,  John  Sulli\.m.  Mrs.  Co\e, 
atiu  lu.  mother's  death,  went  to  live  with  her  sister.  Mrs.  John  Hasleit,  and  the 
1 1  .islet ts,  in  turn,  inherited  practically  all  of  the  personal  possessions  of  the  Sullivans. 
I  he  other  sisters,  Mrs.  Robert  Stuai  t  and  Mrs.  Richard  V.  W.  l  lioi  nc,  were  naturally 
troubled  by  this  unequal  division  of  their  mother’s  property. 

-  John  Jacob  Astor,  founder  and  Head  of  the  A  merit  an  lAir  Company. 
a  Ramsav  Crooks,  who  had  been  Co-Agent  with  Robert  Stuart  for  the  American 
l  ur  Co  at  Mackinac,  Michigan. 

O 


Chicago,  Oct.  i.j,  i  8.j8. 

My  dear  Baker,— 

Ilnive  just  recd.  yours  ol  the  j  t  inst.  and  feel  truly  happy  in  your 
having  been  able  to  exorcise  some  ol  Mammy's 1  hideous  spectres. 
1  hope  she  will  keep  "Swept  &  garnished"  lor  the  future.  Her  hus¬ 
tling  activity  &  temperament,  render  if  as  necessary  for  her  comfort 
Sc  health  as  for  mine,  that  she  should  pay  me  a  speedy  visit:  and  1  do 
thank  you  all  lor  your  “magnanimity”  in  not  opjrosing  it;  as  this 
would  have  rendered  it  inoperative  lor  her  benefit;  1  have  a  more 
comfortable  way  of  getting  along— the  mischief  is  in  it,  if  such  a  bat¬ 
talion  ol  you  cannot  keep  house  fora  while  without  her. 

ft  no  doubt  is  best  that  David  has  urged  you  to  relieve  him  of  my 
burdensome  business!  1  do  not  know  that  there  is  anything  in  par¬ 
ticular  in  relerence  to  it,  that  you  need  to  be  advised  of  at  present— 
it  is  best  that  you  first  analize  Sc  arrange  all  according  to  your  own 
system;  then  you  will  have  to  get  his  Book,  or  I  will  send  you  his 
statements  of  collection  See;  thus  you  will  be  able  to  ascertain  what 
has  been  neglected.—  Mr.  Trowbridge  has  rccJ.  payment  on  Zeigler’s 
Mortgage,  of  which  he  will  advise  you  Sc  they  had  better  be  endorsed 
on  the  Bond.— David  can  explain  any  case  in  which  you  find  difficulty, 
if  not,  let  me  know,  &:  1  will  try  to  do  the  needful.—  A  few  days  since, 
I  sent  a  power  of  atty.  to  Mr.  Trowbridge  to  receive  from  Mr.  1  List¬ 
ings,  the  amt.  due  on  S.  Powers’  mortgage,  please  hand  all  the  papers 
pertaining  to  it  to  Mr.  T.,  who  will  invest  the  avails  in  Rail  Road 
stock,  unless  Mrs.  Stuart  needs  some  part  of  it,  il  so,  Mr.  Trowbridge 
will  hand  such  portion  to  you.—  If  Withered  refuses  to  pay  the  seventy 
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odd  dollars  (&  interest,)  he  reed,  from  the  man,  on  the  So  acre  lot, 
you  had  better  drop  it  until  I  go  home,  but  Master  Gillei  &  the  other 
delinquents,  will  be  the  better  of  a  little  touch  of  your  goad.  If  ( i  i  1  let 
reiusc,  to  secure  the  $300.,  &  pay  the  interest  from  1st  On.  18.15,  he 
must  be  made  to  pay  the  whole  judgment,  now  upwards  of  S500., 
1  suppose.— 

1  he  tenants  in  the  RailRoad  lot  must  be  made  to  pay  up. —  Macey 
&  1)n£ns  have  a  complete  list  of  my  taxable  property  (except  Grand 
River).  You  will  have  to  look  back  &  see  that  all  is  right  from  18.15 

inclusive— let  them  give  you  up  the  certificates,  which  is  the  only 
sure  proof. 

When  in  the  Saganaw  region,  you  may  perhaps  be  able  to  ascertain 
something  about  the  value  of  my  lands  on  the  Tidabawassar  1  am 
fuly  giatelul  that  I)r.  1  inner  has  been  able  to  arrange  matters  to 
suit  &  relieve  them  from  little  Lawson’s  nippey.  My  love  to  all— 

Ever  yours  truly 

Robert  Stuart 

1  "Mammy"  was  Robert  Stuart’s  pet  name  for  his  wife, 
the  I  ittibawassec  River,  the  largest  branch  of  the  Saginaw  River  is  mentioned 
in  the  Gazetteer  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  Detroit  i8.jo.  Uurion  Historical  Collection. 


Care 

Robert  Stuart. 

Chicago,  Oct.  i>o,  1 8  j8 

Dear  Turner1 

Dole  Sc  Co.  have  this  alternoon  shipped  care  ().  Newberry,  your2 
Chests,  box  &  Cask,  per  Steamer  \\  isconsin,  also  1  Barrel  sugar  for 
l,t(  ^  R(,at  leaves  this  evening,  k:  will  be  at  Detroit  on  Monday! 
she  had  better  be  watched,  else  she  may  take  all  to  Bullalo.- 

You  pay  the  tiansportation  from  this  place  only;  I  paid  charges 
at  &  from  Galena  to  Chicago.— 

It  was  truly  gratifying  lor  me  to  learn  that  you  succeeded  so  well 

in  obtaining  your  reprieve ,  Sieur  L - notwithstanding;  the 

miserable  skunk  on  every  occasion  shows  his  littleness  of  soul _ 
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My  impression  is  that  California  climate2  will  be  very  favorable  to 
you;  besides,  yon  will  have  an  oppy.  of  saving  a  good  deal  of  your 
pay  so  as  to  enable  you  at  the  end  of  your  banishment,  to  act  as  you 

may  deem  best,  educate  your  children,  Sec.  S:c. - I  trust  that  among 

you  all,  a  good  school  will  be  kept  up,  for  1  learn  that  you  take  the 
children1  with  you,  and  on  the  whole,  with  the  mercurial  tempra- 
ment  of  yourself  and  your  better  half,  perhaps  it  is  best  you  should 
take  them,  else  we  might  expect  one  or  both  back  in  six  months,  un¬ 
der  the  influence  of  one  of  Moll’s4  dreams - My  love  to  Mary  & 

the  children— 

Yours  afTty, 

Robert  Stuart. 

I  intend  to  pay  you  a  visit  before  you  go. 

I  am  now  very  busy  pay  interest  on  the  Canal  loan. 

1  Original  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

-Dr.  Turner  left  for  California  in  December  1818,  arriving  there  May  i8jt).  Mis 
family  did  not  accompany  him.  Dr.  Turner  was  attached  to  the  and  Infantry  Regi¬ 
ment,  but  did  not  accompany  the  Regiment  on  its  journey  to  California  around  the 
Morn.  1  here  is  no  record  of  the  route  he  followed  to  join  it.  (National  Archives.) 
George  Franklin  Turner  Jr.  "Tommy”  was  born  Nov.  ao,  18  |8  at  Detroit. 

3  The  children  were  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  born  April  ,j,  i8j8  and  Kate  Stuart 
Turner,  born  Dec.  aa,  iS.ji. 

4  "MoH"  was  Mary  Stuart  Turner. 


PRO  1$ ATI".  COURT,  WAYNE  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN—  DOCUMENT  NO.  1529— 
NOVEMBER  <),  l8.j8  PILED  &  REC’d  IN  LIBER  2.J,  PAGES  220 
PROVED  NOV.  I  3,  1  8.j8 

WILL  OF  ROBERT  STUART 
WHO  DIED  SUNDAY  OCTOBER  2(),  l8.}8 
“AT  THE  SHERMAN  HOUSE  IN  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS” 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen!. 

I  ROBERT  STUART'  of  Chicago  in  the  State  of  Illinois  being  in 
good  health  of  body  and  of  sound  Sc  disposing  mind  and  memory, 
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do  make  and  publish  this  my  last  will  and  testament;  and  therein  & 
thereby  dispose  of  all  my  worldly  estate  in  manner  following,  to  wii, 

1'iRMi.',,  I  give,  bequeath,  and  devise  unto  my  beloved  wife  Eliza 

E’  Su,art  a11  thc  cslatc«  rcal<  personal  and  mixed  wheresoever  situ- 
ated  ol  which  I  may  die  possessed,  to  be  held  used  occupied  and  en¬ 
joyed  by  her  during  her  natural  life,  and  thereof  to  receive  the  rents 
issues,  profits— income  and  interest  to  &  for  her  sole  use  and  benefit 
until  her  decease.-  And  1  do  authorize  and  empower  her  my  said 
wile  to  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  convey,  lease  and  release  any 
pan  or  all  ol  said  Estate  real,  personal,  or  mixed,  to  such  person  or 
persons,  and  in  such  manner  and  on  such  consideration  as  she  may 
deem  meet  and  proper,  in  fee  simple  absolute,  or  for  such  term  or 
tci  ms  as  she  may  judge  expedient  or  necessary. — 

Secondly.  1  give  and  bequeath  all  my  estate,  real,  personal,  and 
mixed,  which  shall  remain  undisposed  of,  at  the  decease  of  my  saiil 
wile,  to  my  children  in  equal  proportions:  and  in  case  any  of  my 
children  shall  have  deceased  leaving  issue,  before  the  decease  of  my 
said  wile,  then  the  issue  of  such  deceased  child  or  children  shall 
receive  the  proportion  of  my  said  estate,  which  their  said  parent  or 
parents  respectively  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive  had  such 
parent  or  parents  survived  the  said  Eliza  E.  Stuart  my  wife.- 

1  irdly.  I  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my  beloved  wife 

1  he  sa,d  1  1  lza  E-  Stuart  my  sole  executrix  of  this  my  last  will  and 
testament.— 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  signed,  sealed,  published  and  de¬ 
clared  tins  my  last  will  &  testament  at  Detroit  this  twenty  fourth  day 

ol  June  m  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
lorty  seven.— 

Robert  Stuart  (seal) 

Signed,  sealed  and  published  by  Robert  Stuart,  the  testator  in  pres¬ 
ence  ol  Geo.  F.  Porter 
A.  II.  Adams 
C.  C.  Trowbridge 
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.  .  .  ...  Erie,  June  13th,  1 84c). 

My  dear  Sir—  J  J  ‘ 

Your  kind  favor  o(  the  8th  inst.  I  have  this  morning  received,  5k 
we  return  our  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  solicitations  5kc.  Ellen  is: 
"Virginia”  are  both  doing  very  well.  I  procured  from  Dr.  Wood  a 
certificate  of  birth  which  reads— “Erie,  June  8th,  18  pj.  I  hereby  cer¬ 
tify  that  at  hall  past  three  o’clock  P.M.  of  the  sixth  of  the  present 
month,  1  delivered  to  Mis.  Ellen  E.  Stuart  wife  of  Robert  Stuart 
Passed  Midshipman,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  a  living  female  child. 

Signed  (Win.  Maxwell  Wood,  M.l).,  U.  S.  Navy) 


This  I  fancy  is  all  that  can  ever  be  wished  for.  I  am  under  many  obli¬ 
gations  to  you,  my  dear  Sir  for  your  kindness  in  allowing  Jessie1  to 
come  out  here,  depriving  both  yourself  5k  Mrs.  Cairns  ol  her  scr\  ices. 
As  all  is  now  over  5k  there  is  nothing  more  she  can  do,  I  think  she  can 
leave  in  the  course  oi  two  weeks.  Ellen  will  not  this  summer  visit 
Roslyn.  I  wish  her  to  spend  a  month  or  two  at  Mackinac  8c  the  Sauli, 
this  will  be  the  safest  both  for  herself  &  the  child  &  next  summer 


when  she  can  have  a  long  visit  of  it  she  will  visit  you— but  this  sum¬ 
mer  it  will  be  so  very  late  I  think  it  would  be  unwise  for  her  to  go 
on  to  New  York  for  a  week  only  as  she  could  have  but  very  little 
11101  e  time  there. 

Ellen  has  often  even  previous  to  her  confinement  said  “II  it  is  a 
girl  1  want  to  name  it  after  Virginia’’.-  But  Jess  was  so  bent  upon  its 


being  called  after  her  &  would  hear  to  nothing  else,  she  gave  in  to 
her,  but  now  seeing  it  is  your  wish  as  we 1 1  as  her  own,  She  has  deter¬ 
mined  upon  calling  it  Virginia  Stuart.  1  have  an  aversion  to  middle 
names,  else  I  should  have  proposed  her  being  called  after  her  mother, 
E.  E.  Stuart.3  I  hope  the  name  will  suit  you  as  well  as  1  know  the 
child  will— 

Ellen  5k  Jessie  unite  with  me  in  much  love  to  yourself  5k  wile,  5k 

believe  me,  Yours  most  truly, 

Robert  Stuart 


1  Je  ssie  Cairns— Ellen's  sister. 

-  Virginia  Cairns,  Ellen’s  little  sister  who  died  Jan.  20,  1 8  jG,  aged  io  years. 
;i  Ellen  Eliza  Stuart. 
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STUA  11T  LET!' Elis 


,,  .  Detroit,  June  28th,  18.10. 

Dear  Baker 

I  hope  you  will  understand  this  letter.  It  is  so  hot  that  1  can  only 
think,  but  I  am  afraid  that  I  cannot  write. 

I  rec:J.  yours  of  the  25th  Yesterday.  I  called  upon  Mr.  T.  at  once 

but  he  only  gave  me  his  answer  this  morning  &  t»  save  postage  gave 
me  the  draft  to  ford.  to  you. 

Mother  is  a  great  sufferer  from  Headache.  I  think  she  trill  have  to 

leave  here  lor  the  Summer.  When  I  speak  of  it  to  her,  Uncle'  grunts 
and  leaves  the  room. 

Give  my  love  to  all  &  believe  me 

Your  affectionate 

Brother  John 

1  Old  Uncle"  David  Stuart,  who  made  his  home  with  his  nephew’s  wife,  1-li/aheth 
Stuart. 


Detroit,  Aug:  8,  i8.p, 

My  beloved  Son1— 

I  trust  ere  tins  you  arc  relieved  from  that  painful  sore  mouth  & 
and  ai  e  ul  most  teddy  to  flee  to  A  von. 

Our  City  is  comparitivcly  healthy,  yet  I  am  glad  you  are  all  away 

rom  1L  J0,in  has  not  sec11  a  well  moment  since  our  return,  is  in  the 
Dr  s  hands,  &  has  without  doubt  been  threatened  with  Cholcrea 
Yesterday  Mr.  Dufheld-  was  thought  by  his  Phisicians,  Drs.  Kge 
and  Stuart  ‘  (who  arc  the  leaders  now)  ill  unto  death  with  “ Asiatic 
Chained".  Dr.  Stuart  remained  with  him  all  last  night,  &  came  to 
see  John  this  morning,  lie  “hopes  Mr.  1).  is  out  of  dangcr“-he  is  still 
wry  feeble—  Our  papers  on  all  subjects  are  as  barren  as  the  heath 
or  you  should  have  them  regularly— 

David  was  present  when  I  recd.  your  letter,  &  he  said  nothing  was 
necessary  relative  to  Gotheal,4  but  to  write  &:  give  him  authority  in 
the  case,  to  act  lor  me— but  nothing  in  fact  was  needed,  it  was  a  mere 

lorm  &  that  Dr  H.4  &  Nelly4  would  go  a  head,  &  their  accounts  be 
passed  any  way— 
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As  regards  the  mining  company,  do  you  not  think  that  we  had 
better  give  up  paying  any  more,  it  is  evidently  to  raise  money  to  pay 
the  salaries,  I  rather  think  the  first  loss  is  the  cheapest,  we  may  sup¬ 
pose  that  \\  alkcr  will  he  in  iavor  of  it,  lor  lie  is  too  much  interested 
not  to  support  it— however,  you  I  hope,  will  be  here  before  the  time 
of  the  assessment,  &  by  talking  with  all,  you  can  better  decidc- 

1  tumble  has  paid  nothing — Poor  Measles  has  been  unfortunate 
—  suk,  k:  bioke  lus  arm  k:c — Is  anxious  to  make  some  payment,  but 
has  been  disappointed  in  money.  “Will  1  take  the  best  of  hard  wood 

(not  hickory)  put  in  the  yd  at  $2  per  chord’-I  told  him  Yes-Was 
this  right? 

When  I  ic  turned  I  found  that  David  had  assured  two  persons  that 
"e  would  sell  one  of  the  Park  Pots  for  $rp)o,  which  lie  says,  every 
one  thinks  is  $200  more  than  its  worth!  I,  of  course  refused,  8c  gave 
for  reason,  that  I  was  opposed  to  selling  one  cents’  worth  of  City 
pi  open  ty  1  his  caused  a  good  deal  of  trouble  as  the  men  had  got 
tlieii  house  all  framed,  8c  ready  to  go  up,  talk  ol  suing  for  damages 
k-c.  they  seem  from  what  I  hear  fine  men,  trying  to  get  a  head,  R:  all 
things  considered  I  felt  compelled  to  consumate  the  thing  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  now  all  understand  that  no  more  City  property  shall  be  sold- 
kood  will  not  take  the  .‘>500  additional  money,  unless  he  can  get  it  at 
7  Per  ct.  R:  that,  only  for  three  years— 

Our  last  day  was  a  deeply  solemn  one,  in  which  all  united,  the 
city  presented  a  Sab.  day  appearance— n 

W  hen  at  the  junction,  I  found  one  solitary  car,  in  which  were 
only  13  persons,  including  ourselves,  on  a  highway,  on  which  at  the 
same  season  in  former  years,  you  would  find  hundreds  instead  of 
tens— &  heard  an  intelligent  person  say,  that,  was  the  manner  in 
which  t  hey  had  run  the  whole  season,  R:  that  there  had  never  on  any 
day  a  carr  gone  over  nearly  full— 8c  then  turning  to  the  thought  of 
Canal  boats  k:  S  Boats— R:  Stores,  R:  forwarding,  Merchants  all  suffer¬ 
ing  as  if  a  paralysis  had  passed  over  them— for  a  little  while  I  felt 
gloomy—  We  were  going  to  the  infected  region!  was  it  not  presump¬ 
tion.'—  But  soon,  I  had  a  brighter  view.  I  saw  the  Cholerea,  not  a 
scourge  in  the  hand  of  an  angry  judge,  but  a  gentle  warning  in  a  kind 
forbearing,  merciful,  long  suffering  father—  Mere,  by  one  fiat—  He 
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kept  the  gay-the  rich— the  thoughtless  See  from  their  summer  sc  enes 
ol  dissipation,  lolly,  &  oltentimes  Sin—  The  merchants— Sailors— he 
made  to  stand  still,  ‘  to  See,  if  he  could  make  them  consider  '  &  real¬ 
ize  that  they  have  souls  worth  more  than  their  pleasure,  their  boats, 
their  Merchandize—  And  then,  in  the  great  day  ol  account,  ever) 
tongue  will  be  hushed  from  excuse-  They  cannot  cheat  themselves 
into  the  belief  that  “ diligence  in  business'',  according  to  biblc  order, 
lost  them  then  Souls— lor  (»od  will  not  let  them  pursue  their  busi¬ 
ness,  that  they  may  have  time  to  think-  but  his  mercy  and  \o\  e  shine 
bright  in  the  fields—  A  beautiful  harvest  Season,  with  fields  groan¬ 
ing  ^\hh  their  abundant  supply  Sc  no  ('.liolcrcu  among  the  farmers 
to  pi e\ cut  t licit  filling  their  Store  Houses;  1  o  them,  he  says  there  is 
a  season  c\eiy  year,  when  you  cun,  tl  you  will,  consider!  — 

I  have  unintentionally  almost  sermonized—  but  this  subject  has 
delighted  my  heart— 

My'  lo\ e  to  all,  I  wish  I  had  brought  poor  odd  bessie  with  me —  1 
enclose  a  papci  lot  Mr  bush.  Mr.  Walker  I  knew  ol  being  an  uncom¬ 
mon  sufferer  from  Asthma —  You  see  he  has  recovered  - 

Accept,  dear  son,  the  love  of 

Your  a  11 1  mother 

E.E.S. 

1  1  lie  Rakers  rented  a  summer  ]>l;ue  at  Skancateles. 

Res •  Ceorge  Dutlield  was  Minister  of  I  lie  hirst  Presbyterian  Church  at  Detroit 
from  18^8  until  18O8.  I'lic  Stunt Is  were  members  of  (his  Chun li. 

3  Morse  Stewart  came  to  Detroit  and  became  a  friend  and  parishiouci  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Dutlield.  in  185a  he  manied  Dr.  Dullield’s  daughter  Isabella. 

Dr.  Charles  Nesbitt  Ege  was  a  leading  physic ia it  in  Detroit  from  i8jo-i8|<),  when 
he  went  to  California. 

1  Dr.  John  llaslett  and  Ellen  Sullivan  Co\e,  Executor  &  Executrix  of  the  Will  of 
Mary  Palmer  Sullivan,  mother  of  E.E.S.  who  died  Sept,  a 8,  18  )7. 

Gotheal  was  the  agent  for  the  Sullivan  Estate. 

1  1  iday,  June  it it,  1  H.j y  was  fixed  by  the  C .1 1 y  Council  as  a  day  of  ‘  lasting,  h umi I ia- 
tion  and  prayer”  on  the  recommendation  of  pastors  of  various  Churches,  Congre¬ 
gational,  Methodist,  Raptisl  and  Presbyterian,  in  view  of  the  probable  visitation  of 
the  cholera,  “in  hope  that  Cod,  who  averted  from  Ninevah  the  calamities  which 
threatened  it,  when  its  inhabitants  repented,  may  incline  the  hearts  of  our  citizens 
to  acknowledge  His  hand,  and  so  repent  of  all  our  transgressions  and  supplicate  in 
faith  1 1  is  mercy,  that  we  may  be  exempted  from  the  visit  of  this  scourge  or  that  its 
ravages  may  be  staid  and  that  we  may  not  have  a  repetition  of  the  scenes  of  distress 
witnessed  in  our  City  in  183:;  and  1831.“ 
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Detroit  Au«;.  ir„  i  8  j < ) 

My  beloved  Son-  J 

1  need  noi  say  that  your  letter  of  12  in.  lias  caused  me  most  perfect 
wretchedness,  lor  this  you  must  have  anticipated  before  you  sent  it. 
hut  "to  whom  can  I  go  but  to  thee?”  I  pray  you  to  reconsider,  before 
)<>u  inflict  the  deep  sorrow  on  my  heart  of  “plunging  me  in  water 
that  must  o\ callow  me.” 

1  know  1  merit  your  severest  censure  for  my  imbecility,  lor  it 
should  be  called  by  no  other  name,  but  when  I  tell  you,  that  nothing 
but  the  disgraceful  scene,  of  two  poor  young  men  who  had  already 
1  ranted  their  house,  upon  the  promise  of  a  Man  Son,  Sc  that  promise 
violated  because  the  Mother  would  not  sign  contract;  the  Son,  for 
the  violation,  sued  and  disgraced;  I  think  you  will  see,  that  the 
whole  lot  had  better  be  thrown  away,  than  have  such  a  thing  come 
be  I  ore  the  World.  I  held  out  for  some  time,  determined  that  the 
thing  should  not  be  consumaled—  I  afterward  told  David  that  I 
begged  lie  would  never  again  do  anything  of  the  kind— 

It  is  my  Inst,  Jk  bitter  lesson  in  the  School  ol  decission —  You  know 
as  well  as  I  do,  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  Michigan  who  should  be 
trusted  with  Mr  Stuart’s  Instate,  You  are  the  only  one,  in  whose  entire 
care  he  would  have  put  it,  &  now  you  tell  me  that  I  must  find  a  person 
who  will  attend  to  it —  1 1  this  m  ust  be  the  case  1  see  nothing  but  utter 
dest  ruct  ion  awaiting  the  whole—  I  seejno  one  capable,  very  few  trust¬ 
worthy,  fk  few  faithful. 

As  regards  its  interfering  with  your  own  business,  do  you  not 
remember,  that  you  said  if  1  would  get  B.  Dullield1  to  stay  with  me, 
&  idler  the  detail,  that  you,  in  N.  York  could  Sc  would,  have  a 
perfect  supervision  of  the  whole?  Your  time  I  know  is  of  too  much 
'‘due,  to  attend  to  this,  to  the  neglect  of  improving  it  for  your 
immediate  interest,  but  you  know  that  1  have  expected  you  would 
charge  for  your  services,  whatever  a  regularly  appointed  Executor 
would— Sc  and  I  know  with  your  head  you  could  easily  arrange,  so 
that  you  would  be  the  moving,  or  regulating  power,  let  the  other  be 
what  it  might— &  if  this  folly  of  mine,  has  caused  to  you,  &  the  rest 
of  my  children,  such  disastcrous  consequences.  I  trust  that  it  will  not 
cause  you  to  abandon  the  N.  York  business. 
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STUART  LETTERS 


In  appointing  Mr  Gotheal,  I  acted  on  your  advice,  hut  now  that 
you  are  going  to  N.Y.-  Will  you  not  he  there  at  the  appointed  i  line? 
Jv  will  you  not  act?  Let  me  to  Mr  G.—  As  you  are  going  to  N.Y.  1  wish 
you  to  attend  to  it? 

Now  deal  Son  let  your  inflexibility  yield  this  time,  go  on  with  the 
business.  I  promise  you  that  no  interference  great  or  small  shall  ever 
again  recieve  my  sanction.  In  this  case  1  should  first  have  consulted 
you,  hut  the  whole  affair  was  calculated  to  fret  &  vex  you,  &  I  knew 
you  would  refer  it  hack  to  me. 

Do  write  me  immediately  for  1  shall  he  wretched  until  I  hear  from 
you—  We  have  had  a  very  sick  house—  David  has  been  very  sick— 
He  ^ns  g°nc  to  Sarah  on  the  Island.2  John— Fanny3  R:  1  were  sick  at 
the  same  time-  Major  Rowland  was  buried  yesterday—  My  love  to 
all  &:  much  for  your  self  from  your 

Afft.  Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart 

1  Divic  Bethune  Duflield.  born  1821,  son  of  Rev.  George  Dullield,  Pastor  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Detroit. 

2  Mackinac. 

3  Fanny  was  Kate’s  third  child:  Sarah  Morris,  always  known  in  the  family  as 

"Fanny."  7 


Detroit,  Aug.  2^—1840 

Dear  Son 

Nevet  until  your  nerves  become  whip  springs,  R:  your  system  as 
shat  let  ed  .is  they,  can  you  immagine  the  satisfaction  which  your  last 
letter  gave  me;  and  now,  dear  Son,  altho  you  are  a  great  deal  wiser 
than  I,  you  have  not  lived  as  long  in  the  world  as  I,  else  you  never 
would  so  hastily  cast  to  the  mercy  ol  the  waves,  things  ol  as  much 
impoi lance  to  }ou  dll,  as  Mr.  Stuart  s  business —  We  can  not  have 
every  one  do  as  we  wish,  we  then  must  take  men  as  they  arc,  ever 
hoping  to  leioim  what  is  wrong  111  them,  R:  holding  to  the  light 
ourselves— 

I  am  happy  to  heat  that  Kate  and  the  dear  babe1  are  doing  well, 
we  are  beginning  to  count  the  weeks  which  will  bring  you  all  home. 
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Our  city  is  perfectly  healthy,  no  cases  have  been  reported  for  the  last 
four  days— 

Miss  Cook-  left  day  before  yesterday,  &  left  much  love  for  Mary  & 
Kate,  often  wished  she  could  see  the  children  together— Uncle  is 
well,  but  exceedingly  weak.  Miss  Rockwell3  is  a  great  comfort  to  me, 
she  is  a  wise  judicious  Christian.  (“The  highest  order  of  man”) 

Sarah  and  all  hers  came  up  from  the  island  on  Monday—  The  next 
clay,  Mi  k  Mrs  Hunt  came  up  to  stay  overnight,  they  .are  still  there, 
detained  by  Mrs  Hunt  being  “too  unwell  to  go  back”—  Dr  Taylor 
is  dead,  that  ends,  that  eventful  chapter— 

l’at  i  ick  &  Rood,  are  si  ill  debating  about  the  10  per  ct.  Last  evening 
they  wrote  a  note  wishing  to  know  if  we  would  take  for  it  a  mortgage 
on  two  Lots  on  Jefferson  Avenue,  near  C.  C.  Trowbridge  k  re¬ 
quested  John  to  call  today— 

Witherspoon  can  do  nothing  but  speak  his  distress—  He  wants  us 
to  pay  oil,  that  $250  Mortgage— Advance  him  more  money  “to  go 
on  with  his  business”— and  we  have  the  collecting  of  the  rents,  Sec— 
he  deed  the  same  to  ns — 

1  am  no  judge,  but  at  the  rate  of  other  property  in  the  City,  1 
should  think  such  a  transaction  would  leave  us  minus— The  house 
will  not  compare  with  houses  which  are  being  built  for  §1500— 1  he¬ 
lot  is  not  nearly  worth  that  Park  Lot— The  house  is  not  new,  &  it, 
with  the  fences,  already  need  much  repair— beside,  I  rather  suspect 
he  belongs  to  a  class  of  People  lor  whom  you  can  do  nothing,  they 
do  not  know'  how  to  help  themselves— 

1  understand  that  the  Administrators  of  the  Lee  Estate  mean  to 
sell  the  property  at  private  sale. 

M  r  &  Mrs  I  lulbert  have  gone  to  Avon,  he  is  improving  gradually— 
She  lost  the  whole  of  her  baggage,  k  will  return,  leaving  him— 

John  has  just  come  in,  k  requests  me  to  say,  That  Trumble’s  note- 
lias  not  been  paid  k  Larkin  has  paid  nothing— Mann  has  paid  noth¬ 
ing—  Hess  brought  $150  to  pay  on  his  Mortgage—  The  Mortgage- 
gives  him  the-  privilege  of  his  doing  so— Sc  “he  has  always  worked  & 
made  his  calculations  accordingly.” 

John  finds  home  too  comfortable  to  return  to  Skaneateles.  1  am 
happy  to  hear  (for  your  sake)  that  your  father  will  visit  you,  but  1 
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icar  he  will  find  it  very  comfortless-  John  is  a  first  rate  man  ol  busi¬ 
ness,  he  is  piompt,  follows  them  up,  &  il  he  gets  nothing,  lie  takes  it 
out  in  dunning— 

A  few  (Jays  since,  I  passed  theG.  Circus.’1 * 3  The  house  which  is  going 
up  is  Two&  hall  story  double,  &  appears  very  well- 1  have  not  heard 
one  word  from  Brooklyn  since  my  return  home,  I  sent  to  Mary,  a 
specimen  ol  California  Hook  Keeping,  in  the  National  intell  Fell 
het  il  she  goes  to  Calilornia — She  will  be  booked  as,  "that  woman 
wats  gott  a  Mother  but  dont  never  write  to  her” — 

My  love  to  all,  small  &  great,  with  much  for  yoursell,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E,  E.  Stuart 

When  anything  occurred  quite  out  of  the  general  order  oj  things, 
My  mother  used  to  say— "Ah  my  dear,  propriety  is  driven  from  the 
lace  of  the  Earth,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  more  indecent  people  are, 
the  more  they  are  thought  of”-I  believe  1  shall  begin  the  same  re¬ 
marks— Yesterday  Morning  Mrs  Frank  Hunt  presented  Sarah  and 
poor  David  with  a  boy!!— I  am  so  disgusted  with  the  whole  proceed¬ 
ing  that  it  is  with  dilliculty  I  keep  my  mouth  shut— She  has  been 
kept  at  home  I  wo  weeks  hourly  expecting  the  event,  &  day  before 
) cstei day  came  up  to  go  to  the  1  heutre  to  see  some  celebrated 
dancersU  &  I  doubt  whether  they  have  one  dollar,  to  pay  their  Doc. 
&:  their  Nurse— 

1  Fli/a  Wardell  Baker,  born  at  Skanealdes,  N.Y.  August  8,  i8|ij.  1  he  Bakeis  rented 
a  summer  home  there. 

-  Miss  Delia  Cook  was  a  teacher  in  the  Mission  School  of  the  Presbyterian  Chinch 
at  Mackinac.  She  arrived  there  in  the  month  of  August  182G. 

3  Miss  Mai ia  Rockwell  was  a  leather  in  1  he  Old  Capitol  School  in  Detroit.  For 
some  years  after  Robert  Stuart’s  death  she  lived  with  Mrs.  Stuart  and  "Old  Uncle” 
David  at  .\  jo  Jefferson  Ave.  Fast,  Detroit.  On  Dec.  7,  185^,  at  the  age  of  si\ty,  she 
became  the  second  wife  of  Matthew  W.  Btnchard. 

1  Grand  Circus. 
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1 8  5  0 

New  York,  Friday  Even. 

Jany.  3  l  st,  i  8r,o. 

Dear  Kate 

It  is  so  cold  that  all  1  can  do  is  to  hold  my  pen,  and  that  is  more 
than  Mother  can  do,  lor  she  has  a  fellon  on  her  linger  and  is  quite 
sick  with  it.  She  retd,  from  the  Neck'  yesterday  P.M.  and  today  she 
is  cpiite  unwell  or  she  would  he  oil  for  Morristown.  Monday  P.M. 
she  will  start  with  Lib-  and  myself  and  you  shall  see  all  three  of  us 
on  Monday  evening  and  no  mistake.  E.  Williams3  is  better  and  1  do 
not  think  Mother  will  be  sick  longer  than  tomorrow,  for  it  is  all 
caused  by  her  linger. 

lan  e  to  the  children.  Remember  me  to  Mr.  Baker  and  believe  me 

Your  affectionate 

Brother  John. 

1  Or.  Richard  Van  Wyck  I  home,  the  husband  ol  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart’s  shier, 
Mai ia.  lived  in  Brooklyn,  hut  had  a  large  estate  at  Great  Neck,  Long  Island,  where 
he  indulged  his  hobby— that  of  raising  thoroughbred  Horses.  The  Jupiter  stoik  orig¬ 
inated  there. 

-  l.avinia  Field,  married  to  John  Stuart  May  15,  i8r,o.  At  the  time  of  this  letter 
the)  must  have  been  engaged. 

3 bmmu  Williams,  first  cousin  of  Maria  Thorne  and  F.lizabelh  Stuart.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  their  aunt,  Emma  Palmer  Williams,  and  was  born  in  1800.  She  was  greatly 
beloved  by  all  the  family.  She  made  her  home  with  the  1  homes. 


Friday,  May  28th,  18501 

Dearest  Kate — 

1  know  you  will  be  glad  to  find  that  1  am  down  Stairs  able  once 
more  to  attend  to  Matters— but  not  time  to  write  much— Our  Min¬ 
isters  are  yet  with  us— Mr.  Patterson--'  brought  for  you  a  great  deal  of 
love  from  Chicago  friends— spoke  very  flatteringly  of  the  impression 
you  had  left  behind— 

Three  Brides— McComb— Tucker— 8c  Mrs.  John3— Make  the  City 
gay— First  night  of  John’s  arrival  they  were  serenaded  by  the  Musical 
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Club— Next  morning  Received  Company,  X:c— That  night  a  party 
at  J  rowbridges  &  Judge  Lees— Last  night  at  Sibleys— 

Jell  Mr.  Baker  on  the  day  alter  reception  day  John  went  to 
Chesters,  &  found  that  the  1  Iarp  (which  I  thought  in  New  York)  was 
just  ready  for  shipping-lie  was  deterred  from  sending  it.  by  the 
bteak  in  the  Canal — it  1  cl L  that  afternoon. 

1  ell  him  that  to  day  I  sent  him  a  Bill  of  Exchange  for  — 

Oh  how  much  I  should  love  to  look  in  upon  you  in  your  Morris- 
to\\n  home  I  fear  you  will  find  your  Cook  very  extravagant— &  not 
very  subject  to  authority.-you  know  at  your  Aunt  Maria’s1  she  is 
only  nominal  head — I  hey  have  none  X:  consequently  things  go  on 
i ecklessly  But  your  father  always  said  You  knew  how  to  train  X: 
because  you  had  head  you  would  never  have  to  use  your  hands — 
Poor  Mary  has  really  worked  herself  sick-Kisses  for  my  blessed  chil¬ 
dren  all  unite  in  love  to  you  both 

Your  aflt.  Mother 

Mother  gave  me  $300  to  buy  a  draft  &  she  forgets  that  there  is  1  pret 
discount  so  the  draft  is  for  $297.  Love  to  all.  Tell  Baker  that  1  will 
attend  to  his  LaBrose  lot  man. 

John 

1  Mary  Baker  Ladue  wrote  Helen  Stuart  Marlatt  that  her  parents  moved  to  Morris¬ 
town  in  the  spring  of  1850.  The  records  show  that  on  May  1,  18.-, u  William  C,  Baker 
bought  .j  acres  on  South  side  of  T.lui  Street.  The  place  was  known  as  "  I  he  11ms”  and 
was  first  numbered  35  Elm  Street,  and  later  17  Elm  Street.  It  was  still  standing  in  i«j  jG. 

-  Rev.  R.  M.  Patterson,  Pastor  of  The  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Chicago,  who 
had  preached  a  Funeral  Sermon  for  Robert  Stuart,  Nov.  3,  1 8  j «S. 

a  May  1 5,  1830— John  Stuart  married  Lavinia  field.  He  brought  his  bride  to  visit 
his  mother  at  Detroit. 

4  Aunt  Maria  was  the  sister  of  E.E.  Stuart,  Mrs.  R.V.YV.  Thorne. 


J unc  7,  1  850 

Dearest  Kate: 

I  feel  unless  1  write  as  things  occur  I  forget  them— 
d  ell  Mr  Baker  that  this  morning  Mr  Williamson  from  Madison 
called  hoping  to  see  him.  he  will  be  in  New  York  from  1st  to  6th  July 
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&  may  he  found  at  45  William  Street— Woodward  Sc  Deuseberrys— 
1 1c  wanted  to  know  if  we  were  willing  to  sell,  that  property  is  in¬ 
creasing  last  in  value,  8c  that  unless  one  wished  to  invest  their  capital 
in  business— he  thought  they  would  pay  the  Landholder  to  hold  on 
lor  three  or  lour  years  yet,  now  was  an  excellent  time  for  sale— 

Mi  Collins!  owns  the  Lot  next  ours,  is  very  anxious  to  purchase 
ours,  occupies  part  as  a  garden,  &  pays  the  Taxes  which  Mr.  Williams 
says,  is  ol  benefit  to  the  property— I  told  him,  that  Collins  should 
never  purchase  from  us  one  dollars  worth  of  property.  11  he  can 
allord  to  purchase  property  can  he  not  be  made'  to  pay  that  debt?— 
Would  it  not  be  a  good  plan  to  try  to  lease  any  or  all  the  Mad.  prop¬ 
erly  il  only  for  Taxes— 

I  must  tell  what  1  think  too  good  for  you  not  to  Know.  Ever  since 
Dave  went  home,  he  has  never  missed  being  up  to  breakfast  with  his 
family  at  8  Oclock— &  I  believe  home  every  night  in  good  season— 
on  Tuesday  Judge  Whipple  made  it  very  important  that  Dave 
should  go  to  Lansing  with  him  to  attend  the  great  convention  for 
forming  a  new  constitution— I  suppose  he  wanted  Dave  to  influence 
his  election  for  the  Presidency— Dave  arose  very  early,  left  every 
member  of  his  family  sleeping  Sc  and  was  at  the  Carrs  Twenty  Min. 
before  the  TitneW— 

He  and  the  Judge  sat  reading  in  the  Carrs,  when  Dave  espied 
somebody  outside  for  whome  he  had  a  word— out  he  went  and  com¬ 
menced  his  chat,  alter  a  while  he  went  to  light  a  cigar,  8c  said  to  one 
of  the  conductors,  “Why  are  you  not  late  in  sending  oil  the  cans?’’ 

No,  Sir,  they  started  at  the  appointed  lime.”  "Thunder,  you  do  not 
say  that  the  train  we  see  is  the  wrong  train?”  “Yes  sir,  she  started 

while  you  Sc - stood  talking  along  side  of  them”— Away 

went  Cloak  and  Carpet  Bag  accompanying  Judge  Whipple!!— Dave 
meaning  to  go  on  the  evening  train— Whether  he  did  or  not  1  never 
heard— So  get  up  late  or  early,  the  decree  is  he  shall  be  left— 

Poor  Johnny  Duffield1  was  buried  on  Sunday— Mr  Mason  per¬ 
formed  services— Just  28  years  ago  the  same  John  Mason  was  pal 
bearer  to  Mrs  Dullields  second  son  John  Duffield— 

Joe  Clarke  gave  a  large  8c  elegant  party  on  "Tuesday  Night— hired 
Chandeliers  for  all  their  rooms— their  Garden  hung  full  of  colored 
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Lamps  ^'c  1°  Night  Mrs  Parker  gives  one— Fothrops  have  had  a 
small  gathering— also  Carpenters-^  Sarah-Mrs  Field  &  daughter2 
ai e  at  Joe  Clai  kes  I  think  Mrs  F.  is  a  good  unpretending  woman — 
i  alks  sensibly  &  much  of  the  necessity  ol  rigiil  economy  in  Favinia 
&  John— the  prospect  of  his  going  to  Sea  distresses  her-asked  whether 
he  could  lot  m  business  habits  &c.  \\  islied  something  could  be  done 
l(ji  him  to  leave  the  Navy  Did  I  think  he  would  be  willing  to  give  it 
uj)— 1  told  hci  that  probably  Mr  1* .  told  her  of  the  conversal  ion  that 
he  N  I  had,  that  I  kept  nothing  from  him  &c — She  said,  that  he  re¬ 
spected  me  for  it,  &  being  a  frank  Man  himself  he  loved  &  sought  it 
in  otheis  I  told  her  John  had  nothing  to  depend  on,  but  his  com¬ 
mission  nothing  horn  me — lor  it  1  did  for  one ,  l  must  do  in  propor¬ 
tion  ioi  (ill,  which  I  could  not,  without  putting  myscll  m  a  position, 
which  1  was  very  unwilling  to  be  found  in— They  seem  very  fond  of 
John- 

Fast  week  Tillman  was  married  to  Miss  Connani— we  all  think  an 
excellent  match. 

Mis  blown  has  not  called  on  Favinia  &  and  gave  a  party  night 
before  last-no  invitation— Why?  Not  that  it  is  of  the  least  conse¬ 
quence— 

8th— The  Carpet  Bag  went  safe  &  and  was  ready  for  Dave  to  change 
himself  as  soon  as  he  arrived — but!  last  night  lie  got  home,  X;  no 
( arjjct  Bag!  Not  a  Shirt  to  change  wit  h,  bill,  his  handsome  bn. :i  ones, 
which  Sarah  scuffeld  with  him  to  prevent  his  taking— “Oh,  ’t is  not 
lost— I  have  Telegraphed  for  it,  I  shall  get  it!’’ 

Nothing  from  Frazier  about  the  deed,  nor  from  Kelloc-Nothimr 
from  burch  yet— Brainin'1  has  been  erecting  a  Flouring  Mill  just 
in  our  rear,  next  the  Tannery— he  can  not  pay  just  now,  but  will— 

I  took  some  flour  from  him— 

I  am  disturbed  about  Van  brand  is5— His  two  Portraits  are  nearly 
complete  all  pronounced  by  everyone  perfect— One  $75  without 
frame— the  other  fifty— He  evidently  expects  both  will  be  taken  by 
the  family-Now,  none  but  Mary,  can  just  now  afford  to  take  it,  & 
her  expenses  are  so  terrific  to  her  that,  that  she  will  not  led  that  she 
can  take  it— I  cannot  consent  to  have  it  left  in  his  room  as  rubbish— 
And  1  fear  it  will  be  wrong  in  me  to  take  them  both,  it  will  seem  like 
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a  lien  on  a  pile  ol  oats  scattering  as  fast  as  she  can— I  suppose  the  two 
"’ill  come  to  the  neighborhood  of  $150— Our  expenses  again  have 
been  enormous— I  have  had  mine  and  the  front  Bed  room  painted— 
the  hoards  were  hare— &  new  Carpets— Mine  you  know  was  gone— 
&  ol  all  rags  that  ever  kept  together  Mary’s  was  most  thoroughly 
worn  out— 1  was  sick  in  bed  but  Mrs  Thompson  said  it  never  could 
be  mended— So  this  has  all  been  unlooked  for— The  unexpected  do¬ 
ings  in  the  wedding  too— has  all  frightened  me— My  plans  for  out¬ 
talking  seem  all  to  be  frustrated— 

My  precious  little  Mary— Fanny'3  R:— Bessie— I  enclose  a  beautiful 
piece  ol  Poetry,  &  I  wish  you  dear  Mary,  to  take  Bessie  on  one  side 
oi  you,  R:  Fanny  on  the  other,  a  little  while  every  day,  R;  read  these 
lines  to  them  until  you  have  taught  them  to  say  them  without  mak¬ 
ing  one  mistake— I  sent  them  to  Kitty  to  learn— 

1  am  told  that  you  are  delighted  with  your  new  home,  you  should 
he  lor  1  am  told  that  it  is  very  beautiful,  I  wish  it  were  a  little  nearer, 
where  Grand  Mother  could  go  &  see  you  without  crossing  the  Lake- 
lell  Kitty  Neal7  she  must  write  to  her  Mother— her  Brother  is  in 
bed  with  a  lame  knee— 

Dear  children,  your  Grand  Mother  thinks  of  you  all  the  time- 
heats  her  dear  little  Fan’s  approval  “ Thai’s  right ”  after  having- Said 
my  verse— I  awake  in  the  night— Bessie— dear  little  company  face  is 
gone— no  Mary  springing  out  of  bed  half  asleep  R:  half  awake  calling 
Grand  Mother— no  dear  Fan’s  arm  around  G.  Mothers  Neck— Kiss 
all- 

Mrs  Irvin  says  a  good  Cook,  one  who  had  lived  in  gentlemen’s 
Houses  at  home,  R:  a  good  ironer,  came  over  with  them,  R:  Kitty2 
wrote  her  that  she  was  going  to  live  with  you— Had  you  not  better 
get  her? 

Love  to  Mr  B.  R:  Yourself,  from 

Your  alft.  Mother 

E.E.S. 


1  John  Beck  Romeyn  Duflield,  son  of  Rev.  &  Mrs.  George  Duflield,  died  May  31st 
aged  13  years,  9  months  &  5  days.  The  funeral  service  was  held  at  his  father’s  resident e 
on  Sabbath  afternoon,  June  ",  at  3  o’clock. 
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l  ‘Mn  *  MrS’  Gc0rgt‘  Fic,<l  wcre  tht  Parents  of  Luvinia— John  Stuart1,  bride 
J  Linen. 

1  j-on  Bra, nan  built  a  mill  on  the  banks  of  the  Detroit  River.  Rivard  it 

Russell  Streets. 

•’  *  "Refers  ,o  the  portrait  of  Robert  Stuart,  painted  by  II.  Rrdinand  Von  Brandis 

ori  Ul|  |r°11' 1  IaI,f>vt;r.  (.erinany,  and  for  several  years  was  an  officer  in  .lie  I ianoveriaii 

.,y.,  Y'n'V"  ‘  IC’  S,a,w  a,“'"ul  ,8«  •'">!  bad  „ sided  in  New  York  City 

•Hid  M ai, hall,  Michigan  before  lie  came  to  Detroit. 

l  auny  1  was  Sarah  Morris  liaker.  horn  Nov.  -|,  iHjy. 

‘  KlU>’  rscal  w‘,s  Kate  Stuart’s  maid,  lrom  Detroit. 


T.  .ueiroit,  imc  us,  i8k» 

Dearest  Kate: 

1  believe  my  last  date  was  ifltli— the  ‘’Spinsters  ral  ly"  came  oil 
Ult  '  S,eat  b'dat-foiir  of  the  Steamer’s  officers  slept  at  our  house- 
Not  much  interest  in  this,  Imt  'tis  the  doings  ol  a  night- 

Tlie  following  were  written  by  G.  Dull, eld  ’  on  seeing  your  lather’s 
portrait— 


I  hanks  to  the  canvas,  where  so  well  conlesi 
Stands  one,  whom  none  could  know,  &  ere  forget 
\V  hose  unambitious  pra tse,  shall  1  mger  yet 
While  Michigan  may  leave  a  true  bequest 
()1  those  who  were  her  earliest  friends  and  best,2 
A  Man,  ol  Men!  however  fierce  the  Storm, 

His  hand  was  at  the  helme,  his  voice  on  high 
Would  first  of  courage  speak,  then  victory. 

I  u  judgement  able,  as  in  affection  wai  m, 

I  Iis  head  and  heart  were  ever  with  the  right, 

And  like  an  Eagle’s  was  his  lofty  llighi , 

Above  all  envious  shafts  that  meant  him  harm, 

So  near  he  lived  to  heaven,  while  still  below 
1  hat  when  the  summons  came  he  had  not  far  to  »o 

I  can  riot  say  that  I  admire  them  much,  but  any  thing  that  speaks 
his  piaisc,  oi  manifests  regard  or  respect  for  his  memory,  is  cherished 
by  me  &  I  know  will  be  by  you— I  do  not  think  that  George’s  poetical 
talent  at  all  equals  iiethune’s— 
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Did  you  borrow  from  Mrs.  Brown  “Strike  the  Harp  Gently”?— 
1(  so,  did  you  return  it?— or  what  about  it? 

1 9th— Yesterday  I  received  a  note  from  C.  C.  Trowbridge  saying 
that  Mr.  Lystcr  had  left  money  with  him  to  cancel  bis  mortgage  (for 
which  I  am  sorry)— I  am  afraid  we  shall  have  difficulty  in  loaning 
with  strong  security— I  have  seen  a  notice  in  the  paper  for  more  than 
a  week  ol  a  person  “wishing  to  loan  $1500  on  unincumbered  prop¬ 
erty”— 'There  seems  no  application  for  it— 

Walker  is  appointed  to  settle  Major  Rowland’s  Estate— Isaac  was 
going  a  head  very  fast,  &  perfectly  lawless— the  reason  Mr  Walker 
says  why  he  did  so— he  could  not  get  any  one  to  become  his  security, 
so  he  went  forward  without  it— That  small  house  on  Woodward  Av: 
was  his  out  Jk  out— So  I  suppose  Kate  will  come  fk  take  possession  of  it 
— R:  Mr  Walker  says,  they  must  sell  some  of  the  unproductive  prop¬ 
erty,  Sk  place  it  on  interest,  for  the  support  of  the  children— 

Yesterday  I  had  a  visit  from  Mrs  Neil— she  had  just  reed.  Kitty’s 
letter— She  seemed  happy— She  said  that  Kitty  had  written  her  that 
she  had  been  very  sick,  but  that  you  “had  cared  for  her  as  if  you  were 
the  Mother”— If  Kitty  can  now  and  then  send  her  a  dollar,  encour¬ 
age  her  to  do  it— they  arc  wretchedly  poor— after  paying  all  their  tra¬ 
velling  expenses  she  was  left  with  $500— but  House  Rent— Sickness 
— Jk  a  large  unemployed  family— have  reduced  her  to  one  hundred 
in  gold— which  she  is  very  anxious  to  “put  somewhere  where  she  can 
have  it  side  and  bring  interest”,  and  she  says,  “The  Lord,  Madam, 
what  is  to  come  of  me  if  I  am  put  on  a  sick  bed?”  Her  son,  who  had 
got  employment  (18  years  old)— for  52  Dolls,  a  year  fk  board— was 
taken  ill  with  a  swelled  knee  fk  has  been  on  her  hand,  with  blisters 
and  poultices,  ever  since  you  left— She  says  he  is  “Bleached  like  a 
piece  of  white  paper”— she  really  seems  heart  broken— Ellen  was  in 
place,  but  sprained  her  ankle,  fk  she  is  at  home— “Woes  cluster!”— 
how  true!— 

I  wrote  the  foregoing  before  Breakfast— John  has  just  returned 
from  the  Bank  where  he  handed  C.C.T.— Mr.  Lyster’s  Mortgage- 
had  credit  given  in  the  Bank  for  $522-80— with  Gotheal’s  Dft  $21  1- 
17— today  I  drew  fifty— 

1  Ic  brought  a  letter  to  me  for  poor  Kitty’s  Mother— which  1  sent 
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licr  immediately  &  last  tho  not  least  Orders  for  John  to  proceed 
immediately  to  Washinglon-to  Join  as  Master  the  Steamer  of  War 
Vixen!!3— This  is  sad,  sad,  I  could  not  help  weeping-May  Ood  keep 
nm-I  have  but  one  fear-but  lie  has  done  nobly-Amid  all  the  com¬ 
pany  &  dissipation,  &  Navy  Officers  See  he  has  refused  Sc  behaved 
nobly— “No,  Gentlemen,  /  have  married  a  wife  Sc  no  more  drink”- 
Wc  are  all  m  bustle  of  course -John  leaves  here  on  Monday-has 
written  to  Mary  to  meet  him  in  Brooklyn  on  Wednesday-his  orders 
luve  been  long  in  coming,  which  will  prevent  his  giving  a  day  to  both 
you  &:  Mary,  tis  important  that  he  should  be  prompt  in  obeying 

Our  united  love  to  Mr  Baker-I  beg  that  whenever  1  write  you 
will  take  each  child  separately  &  Kiss  them  &  tell  them  Grand  Mother 
kisses  them— They  will  surely  forget  me-1  low  is  my  precious  Fan’s 
neck— you  may  depend  upon  it,  it  has  been  Mumps-they  have  been 
pievalent  through  the  country— Kind  remembrance  to  Kitty  Neal— 
John  Sc  1  after  talking  over  all  Matters  in  every  shape— have  come 
to  the  conclusion— that  it  is  lor  the  best  interest  of  all  that  my  fastidi¬ 
ousness  be  put  one  side,  &  Walker  (if  he  will  consent)  be  on.  Man- 
He  is  punctual— prompt— energetic— I  hope  honest— at  any  rate  that 
is  his  character— &  a  professing  Christian- 

Last  night  I  went  to  hear  Gough*— If  ever  he  comes  in  your  vicin¬ 
ity,  go  Sc  hear  him— 

I  am  hurried  &  must  close  my  letter  earlier  than  I  meant-as  1  wish 
you  to  get  this  before  John  gets  to  N.York- 

Wc  are  having  the  greatest  abundance  of  Strawberries  Sc  most  good 
ones— Oh  how  we  wish  for  you  all  to  share  them— 

Always  remember  me  affectionately  to  Mr  R:  Mrs  Baker-Sarah 
has  expressed  surprize  two  or  three  times  at  your  not  having  an¬ 
swered  her  letter— Why? 

With  much  love  to  you,  dearest  Kate,  ever  believe  me 

Your  Affectionate  Mother 
E.E.S. 


1  George  Dtiffield. 

2  1,1  hcr  coPy  oi  the  bonnet,  E.E.S.  omitted  the  fifth  line,  which  we  have  inserted. 
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J u i it*  i  j,  i8;,o  John  Stuart  was  ordered  to  U.S.S.  Vixen  as  Acting  Master.  (Ollicc- 
of  Naval  Records  R:  Library). 

1  John  Bartholomew  Gough  was  born  in  Kent,  England  Aug.  22,  1817.  1  le  c  a  me  to 
the  United  States  when  12  years  old.  In  1839  he  married,  only  to  lose  his  wife  and 
child  a  lew  years  later.  Meanwhile  the  habit  of  drink  had  fastened  itsell  upon  him. 
The  story  of  how,  through  the  kind  efforts  of  a  Quaker,  he  ova  came  this  weakness, 
Gough  told  to  thousands  of  Amci  icans.  He  was  a  very  dramatic,  very  magnetic  speaker, 
and  presented  the  subject  of  Temperance  most  effectively  to  many  large  audiences  in 
this  country.  (Appleton’s  Cyclopedia  of  American  Biography). 

In  l)<  t roil  he  spoke  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 


It  Mary  is  with  you— wait  until  you 
have  retired  for  the  night— k  then 
not  before  the  children. 

Detroit,  June  22,  1 850 


Here  I  am  again,  dearest  Kate,  there  is  great  danger  in  wearying 
you— You  know  what  Solomon  says  “withhold  thy  foot  from  thy 
neighbor’s  houses”,  but  if  I  do  not  write  in  this  way  something  will 
occur  to  prevent  my  writing  at  all— 

Yesterday  Mrs  bates  called,  first  since  her  return  from  Wash.  She 
says— Major  R:  Mrs  Kearney  have  separated!  She  has  gone  to  St  Louis, 
house  broken  up  R:  lie  gone  to  board— 

Gough1  is  turning  our  City  upside  down— our  Church  is  a  perfect 
jam— 

Dr-  has  sent  Mary  some  of  the  most  elegant  rice  paintings  I  have 
ever  seen— 

2. j  — Last  night  Gough  addressed  (men  say)  over  1  Goo  persons— 
I  never  saw  a  greater  crowd  in  the  space  (our  Church)— If  ever  you 
have  an  opportunity  I  beg  you  will  go  R:  hear  him— More  than  ever 
you  will  see  what  God  requires  of  the  sober— upper  class  of  society- 
lie  says  his  business  is  not  with  the  poor,  wandering  outcast  inebriate 
—but  with  the  genteel,  moderate  drinker  who  is  in  no  danger  of  in¬ 
juring  himself— 

Today  poor  dear  John  leaves  us— it  is  right  R:  well,  but  I  shall  miss 
him  very  much— 

25th— This  morning  John’s  seat  was  occupied  by  Mr  Walker— 
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I  felt  very  sadly— Why  should  I  not  have  a  son  to  take  their  father’s 


I  have  had  satisfaction  in  John’s  depart ure'-he  is  belo\cd  in  this 
community  &  that,  by  our  best  people:  the  papers  in  announcin'- 
his  departure,  expressed  the  kind  wishes  of  a  “large  circle  of  IVicnds! 
who  regretted  to  part  with  John"-&  I  am  told  there  was  a  per- 
(ect  crowd  down  to  see  him  olf:  in  this  there  is  no  mistake.  Mr. 
field  '  saw  all  fc  expressed  great  satisfaction  in  the  “interest  he  saw 
manifested  lor  John  among  our  best  people’’— All  the  DuHields— 
every  respectable  male  member  of  our  church  rallied  round  him 
with  expressions  of  kindness— Mr  F.  said  he  cried  like  a  child-Gough 
became  greatly  interested  in  him— he  went  to  see  him  olf— Ma)  Cod 
keep  him,  pray,  dear  Kate,  morning  noon  &  night,  that  God  will 
save  him  from  the  sin  that  easily  besets  him— 

Lavinia  goes  up  the  Lake  to  day  with  her  parents  Sister  &  Mrs 

Clarke— Mr  &' Mrs  I.yel  spent  last  evening  with  ns,  lie  leaves  the  last 
ol  the  week  for  Scotland— 

1  ell  Mr  Baker  not  one  word  from  Kellog— 

\\  henever  you  want  to  write  privacy— wy ite  it  on  a  separate  piece 
ol  paper  which  I  can  withold— l)o  you  remember  that  large  hand¬ 
some  Map?  I  think  you  would  find  it  useful  for  Mary-lf  you  say  so 
I  will  send  it  to  you— only  let  me  know  how  to  address  it— In  your 
letter  write  this  in  pencil,  that  I  may  obliterate  it.  It  is  mine,  I  have 
a  ught  to  do  as  I  please  with  it— there  is  not  a  human  being  belong¬ 
ing  to  me,  to  whom  it  can  be  of  the  least  usc-Davc  has  not  a  place 
in  which  to  hang  it-Nor  has  Mary-it  is  up  in  the  dark  room-like 
your  saddle— food  for  “Moth",  “Rust”  &  cockroaches-yet  il  openly 
I  send  it  to  you—*  Oh  yes,  Kate,  pet  Kate  must  have  it’’— When  in 
I.k  t  it  is  as  much  to  get  rid  of  it  as  any  thing— It  is  new— has  never 
opened  a  do/,  t  imes 

I  beg  you  if,  write  to  Sarah— There  is' now  a  very  happy  state  of 
feelings  all  round-  let  us  pi  esei  ve  il,  Nothing  is  so  sorrowful  as  fam¬ 
ily  jealousies  &:  hard  feeling- 

26— Yesterday  I  took  tea  with  Mrs  Davenport— we  talked  of  you 
—all  she  has  in  the  world  is  §200  per  an.  from  a  brother’s  estate— 
yet  everything  around  her  is  respectable— our  natural  wants  are  very 
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few— she  had  just  got  through  with  a  large  wash,  for  which  she  had 
put  by  one  dollar  (meaning  to  pay  for  it)— but  she  believed  Gough 
was  doing  so  much  good,  she  gave  him  her  dollar  &  washed  her  self — 
lie  is  doing  wonders  in  the  City: 

Mis.  Hale  who  used  to  handle  Tetotalism  (I  am  told)  with  great 
severity— signed— Miss  Trowbridge— lie  has  rccieved  Thirteen  hun¬ 
dred  signal  ures— 

Oh  how  I  miss  Baker- Dat  e  has  just  been  here¬ 
in  fretting  about  the  expense  of  Van  Brandis’  picture  he  said— 
Mother:  I  feel  surprized  &  angry— when  I  hear  you  speak  so— “My 
lather  earned  &  saved  in  the  hardest  manner  his  money  it  is  a  hard 
case  if  his  immage  cannot  he  paid  for  &  let  me  tell  you— it  would  be 
no  had  thing  to  have  his  fare  bent  upon  his  children,  at  all  times 
11  I  could  pay  for  it— his  face  should  hang  in  the  family  room  of 
every  child  lie  has”— 1  was  glad  to  hear  this,  especially  as  he  turned 
oil  to  (  onceal  his  tears— 

1  hope  Baker  will  approve  of  what  I  have  done— to  give  it  on 
Brushes  Lease— &  at  least,  it  is  no  expense  to  me— &  keeps  the  prop¬ 
erty  in  the  family— 

One  o(  the  four  nieces  to  whom  Mr  Stuyvesant  left  part  of  his 
property  is  sister  in  law  to  Mrs  Davenport— Mrs  Olmstead— I  have 
just  heard  that  Maj.  Backus  is  ordered  to  Mexico— 

l»7  -'Today  I  am  fifty-eight  years  old!.  Every  thing  around  me 
admonishes  me  that  winding  up  is  at  hand— 1  am  entirely  alone— 
for  of  course  as  regards  company,  Uncle  is  none  for  me— Yet  I  do  not 
Icel  gloomy— I  read  R:  write,  but  sew  little  1  cannot  see  to  thread  my 
needle  with  case— I  am  called  off— Brush  is  upstairs— 

Did  you  ever  hear  Ma°  tell  how  her  Grand  Mother  was  tormented 
out  of  her  property  in  Chatham  Street?— I  was  reminded  of  it— After 
too  much  talk  to  put  on  paper— I  sold  the  Berthelot  strip  for  $(Joo— 
on  Mortgage  7  per  ct.  he  paying  one  Hundred— one  year— one  hun¬ 
dred  an  other  year— 200— an  other  year— &  200— He  said  by  leasing 
I  only  got  5  per  ct.— &  it  was  a  useless  strip  &  ever  would  be  to  me— 
for  it  was  not  large  enough  for  any  thing— &  that  if  Thompson  did 
not  erect  his  Hotel  there,  the  property  might  remain  for  years  just 
as  it  was— Remembering  that  Baker  was  not  opposed  to  selling 
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(which  I  told  Brush)  1  let  it  go-1  hope  lie  will  approve-when  you 

write,  write  minutely- Today  the  Mail  brought  me  your  distressing 
letter- 

Oh  if  I  could  take  my  bundle  in  hand  and  ride  on  the  wires  in  one 
hour  I  would  be  with  you— &  il  I  did  not  hope  that  your  cares  ie 
sickness  among  the  children  would  have  subsided  ere  I  could  get 
to  you,  I  would  leave  on  the  evening  Boat — but  a  great  change  must 
have  taken  place  in  six  days,  which  would  be  the  time  from  the  date 
of  your  letter  &  my  reaching  you— 

Oh  dear  Kate  what  a  world  ol  disappointments  we  are  in!— You 
settled  delightfully  -cjuietly — no  visible  prospect  of  having  any  of 
your  pleasant  plans  frustrated— What  a  mistake!  1  lope— that  greatest 
of  earthly  blcssings-points  yet  to  calmer  k  happier  days— 

1  lecieved  a  letter  from  Mrs  Norton  ol  Chicago — imploring  me  to 
send  Gough  to  Chicago-shc  says  “Society  seems  to  be  running  wild. 
My  poor  brother  is  breaking  my  Mother’s  k  my  hearts- You  remem¬ 
ber  him— he  had  been  a  drunkard  k  had  not  drank  for  five  years— 
had  got  to  be  commander  of  a  vessel  k  built  for  his  Mother  that 
handsome  house  in  State  Street- 

May  God  bless  and  comfort  you  both,  I  am  sorry  1  did  not  leave 
w  hen  1  thought  of  it  but  to  be  candid,  I  thought  you  ought  to  have 
your  Inst  housekeeping  free— 

Yours  in  love  and  tender  sympathy— 

Mother 

1  John  15.  Gough,  “distinguished  advocate  of  Temperance".  (Detroit  Daily  Adver- 
tiscr). 

-  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner  IJ.S.A.  stationed  in  San  Francisco,  California. 

3  John  Stuart,  ordered  to  U.S.S.  Vixen,  as  Acting  Master. 

1  Mr.  Field,  John  Stuart’s  father  in  law. 

&  Ma  was  Mrs.  John  Sullivan  of  Urooklyn,  the  mother  of  Elizabeth  E.  Stuart. 


Dearest  Kate— 


June  29,  1850 


I  think  constantly  of  your  cares— You  will  I  fear  sink  under  them 
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( )h,  if  I  had  only  gone  when  I  thought  of  it— But  I  thought  I  ought 
not  to  incur  the  expense  when  there  was  so  little  real  cause  to  take 
me  I  rout  home— 

July  isi.-&  besides  I  might  have  been  sick  on  your  hands— Your 
kind  lavor  e(>  1  got  on  Saturday  night— I  am  distressed  about  that 
dear  noble  boy1—  &  every  body  here  speaks  Sc  feels  alike  about  him— 
he  was  a  dear  sweet  small  healthy  little  fellow— poor  Mary  will  be 
taught  a  lesson  that  children  can  be  very  sick,  in  other  places  as  well 
as  Del  roil -—It  has  cast  such  a  sorrowful,  sad  state  of  feeling  over  me, 
that  I  am  good  for  nothing,  I  mope  about  &  wonder,  what  disturbs 
my  mind,  as  it  is;  soon  the  sad  sad  fact  speaks,  't is  our  dear  little 
beaut ilul  pet  sulfering— I  am  hoping  much  from  his  good  constitu¬ 
tion,  which  1  think  better  than  either  of  her  other  children— 

Oh,  how  I  miss  John!  for  everything— Mr  Walker  is  every  thing 
that  I  could  wish— but  1  cannot  send  him  to  Lowries— to  John 
Owens— Jvc. 

11  I  do  not  find  a  good  place  to  put  out  the  Money— shall  1  when 
I  get  enough,  put  it  in  R.R.  Bonds?  fell  Mary - She  gets  some¬ 

thing  Irom  this  St  Clair  sale— Which  is  all  signed  &  sealed— Today 
Joe  Clarke  leaves  to  meet  them  in  Chicago— they  will  all  return 
together— 

Miss  Rockwell  teas,  sleeps  &:  breakfasts  with  me— 1  have  just 
mailed  a  letter  to  poor  Mary— I  wish  she  had  never  left  us— 

I  beg  you  will  write  me  every  day— if  it  be  only,  he  is  better,  or 
he  is  worse.  I  am  kept  anxious,  &:  it  gives  me  a  dull  grumbling  head 
ache— how  miserably  wicked  S:  inconsistent  we  are— It  any  one  had 
come  S:  said— Let  me  have  your  boy,  until  he  is  a  man— 8;  as  regards 
education  he  shall  have  the  best  Earth  affords,  &  when  old  enough, 
millions  of  dollars,  how  gladly  he  would  have  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  so  noble  a  Benefactor!— Sc  here  u>e  hold  him  back  (or  would 
if  we  could)  from  the  rich  heavenly  inheritance— selfishness  ab¬ 
end  Yesterday  Mr  Walker  recievcd  from  Rood  $96,  R.R.  $40 
—  Bank  I  believe  ft  1 50— Dcquindre  Sc  Crabb  not  ready— 

1  send  a  paper  today  about  C.  Mines— Mr  B.  will  see— 

Last  night  Mr  &  Mrs  Lyel  spent  the  evening  with  me,  talked  much 
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of  you  all  &:  desired  kind  remembrance  when  1  should  write— Mr  L 
&  David  leave  on  Thursday  for  Europe— The  Vessel  which  was  to 
have  brought  Mrs  Lyels  Mother  to  America,  is  announced  as  having 
arrived  in  New  York— so  I  suppose  she  has  come— 

1  had  written  thus  lar,  lor  the  day,  R:  was  waiting  anxiously  for 
the  Mail  to  bring  me  your  expected  letter— ’When  the  express  man 
brought  the  crushing  intelligence  of  our  precious  angels  death:'1 
Oh,  it  has  made  me  sick— My  poor  poor  stricken  Mary!— I  low 
thought  rushes  on  thought,  the  Docd  far  away— has  nevci  seen  that 
precious  child  whom  every  body  thought  such  an  uncommonly  line 
one— “Woes  cluster— rare  are  solitary  ones— they  love  a  train— they 
tread  each  other’s  heels”— Our  life,  with  much,  very  much,  that  is 
delightful,  is  replete  with  sorrow,  &:  all  designed  to  bring  us  near 
to  God.  Mow  we  should  love  him,  &  train  our  hearts  to  gratitude  to 
him  for  his  unbounded  mercies— even  these  reiulings  of  our  heart 
strings  arc  all  designed  to  wean  us  from  Earth  &  draw  our  souls  out 
to  him— 


How  I  wish  we  were  all  together— how  I  regret  that  I  did  not  go 

down— altho  your  letter  ought  to  have  prepared  me  for  the  dreadful 

intelligent  e,  it  came  as  i!  1  had  hcaid  nothing  of  his  having  been  ill  — 

Oh,  Oh,  my  precious  blessed  engaging  Lamb— What  has  he  died  of? 

May  God  in  his  mercy  grant  health  to  her  other  ones— poor  thing— 

I  cannot  endure  the  thought  of  her  being  left  alone  in  N  Haven— 

yet  1  suppose  more  now  than  ever  she  feels  anxious  to  be  near  Bob— r* 

Whenever  you  can,  do  write  me  every  particular— tell  me  all  her 

arrangements  R.c— My  love,  my  heart’s  deepest  sympathy  for  her  my 

poor  heart  broken  disappointed  sorrowing  child— 

My  love  to  Mr  B— to  poor  dear  little  Kitty— &  the  rest— With  much 

for  yourself  from  ^  „  , 

\  our  all  t.  Mother 

E.E.S. 


1  George  Franklin  Turner,  son  of  Mary  Stuart  and  Dr.  Turner,  one  year  and  seven 
months  old,  who,  with  his  mother,  Mary  Stuart  Turner,  was  \isiting  the  Makers  in 
Morristown.  Ilis  father,  Dr.  Turner,  was  stationed  in  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

-Mary  Stuart  Turner’s  first  child,  Mary  Sullivan  Turner  had  died  in  Detroit 
March  21,  1837. 

3  George  Franklin  Turner  Jr.  died  at  Morristown  July  2,  1850. 
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‘  Dr.  Turner,  father  of  the  baby;  stationed  in  California. 

5  Hob— Robert  Smart  Turner,  Mary  Stuart  Turners  eldest  son,  who  was  at  school 
in  New  Ilavcn,  Conn. 


Detroit,  July  5th,  1850— 

Dear  Son— 

My  head  &  heart  are  so  filled  with  sorrow,  that  to  write  of  business 
seems  profanation— 

What  a  sad  day  was  yesterday  in  your  new  R:  pleasant  home!  1  sup¬ 
pose  that  dear  precious  child  was  buried!1 1  low  sadly  you  have  begun 
housekeeping!  First  all  your  own  ill,  So  then  poor  poor  Marys  heart 
rending  sorrow! 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  in  keeping  me  informed  of  all, 
I  could  not  give  him  tip  until  I  got  your  Telegraph,  it  came  upon 
me  as  il  1  had  not  heard  a  word  of  his  illness— 

1  oday  I  am  invited  to  the  funeral  ol  Capt  Willoughby’s  child, 
I  shall  attend,  “Tis  better  to  go  to  the  house  of  mourning”  than  to 
the  house  of  pleasure— 

1  am  glad  to  be  encouraged  by  you  in  taking  both  the  Portraits- 
—my  own  heart  dictated  it,  but  the  fear  of  not  being  justifiable  in 
the  expense,  deterred  me— I  will  now  from  year  to  year  as  we  get 
good  artists,  have  one  taken  for  each  child— At  first,  1  was  disap¬ 
pointed  to  tears— ’Twas  too  dark— the  under  lip  spoiled  the  whole 
face— gave  an  expression  which  was  never  his— but  daily  1  like  it 
better— 

Lavinia  has  just  returned  from  a 'Tour  of  the  Lakes— Sault  Mkna. 
R:  Chicago— 

I  will  attend  to  what  you  say  about  putting  out  Money— All  arc 
well  but  exceedingly  shocked  at  our  dear  little  Babe’s  death— Oh, 
how  I  regret  not  having  gone  down  when  I  thought  of  it— I  know 
that  I  could  have  been  useful— Uncle  says,  ‘‘Oh,  Maam,  if  you  are 
writing  to  Mr  Baker  give  him  my  kind  compliments  Sc  love  to  Rate 
Sc  poor  poor  Mary,  oh  1  am  very  sorry  for  her  misfortune  R:  my  dear 
dear  little  girl  that  call  the  monkeys  names,  R:  to  all  the  others”— 

II  Mary  is  still  with  you  give  our  united  love  to  her  R:  her  dear 
children— to  Kate  Sc  the  children,  always  remember  me  with  the 
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highest  respect  to  your  father  &  Mother 
high  respect  &  love  of  your 


,  and  accept  lor  yourself  the 


Allectiouate  Mother 


w.iv.o. 

(Accounts  omitted.) 

1  Mary  I  timer's  little  son,  George  Franklin  Turner  Jr.  (Tommy)  died  July  ,  H-o 

-  I  he  two  portraits  of  Robert  Stuart.  David  Stuart’s  granddaughter.  M„i«m  Smart 

erry  now  owns  one.  Kate  Stuart  Baker’s  granddaughter,  Kate  I.adue  Comhie-has 
tlic  oihc  i  in  j (J3- . 


>  j 


I  Imd,  dearest  Kate,  if  I  do  not  write  every  day,  something  is 
omitted  which  I  meant  to  have  written. 

I  believe  I  wrote  you  that  Capt  Willoughby  had  lost  (I  am  told) 
an  uncommonly  sweet  Hoy— on  Tuesday  he  attempted  to  pull  out  the 
dtawer  ol  a  Beau rau— &  pulled  the  Beaurau  over  on  him— he  played 
about  however— &  was  cheerful  as  usual-thc  next  day  he  was  unwell 
&  had  Jevcr-Dr  Clarke  prescribed  for  worms-on  A  hursday  his 
Mother  and  Aunt  were  sitting  beside  him  &  lelt  happy  to  see  him 
sinking  in  a  sweet  sleep”  from  which  he  never  awoke— 

When  I  returned  from  the  funeral  I  found  Lavinia  had  just  got 
home— hei  Mother  is  anxious  to  have  her  accompany  them  to  Oue- 
bec  &  Montreal  but  she  does  not  seem  anxious  to  go— 

I  am  getting  very  much  attached  to  Mr  Walker,  is  a  line,  honest, 
manly  man-ins  Mother  was  a  Quakeress,  he  knows  all,  or  about,  of 
Mrs.  Baker  s1  family,  he  was  “born  in  Shcnango  Co.  of  humble,  poor 
patents,  but  very  good”— I  le  is  the  youngest  (now  30)  of  1  3  children 
—  1  here  are  7  Men  &  G  Women— 56  grand  children  mostly  men  Sc 
women— they  have  never  known  one  belonging  to  them,  neither  by 
marriage  or  in  any  way— that  ever  used  ardent  spirits!— Never  re¬ 
member  a  cross  word  to  have  past  among  them!  a  family  principle 
having  been  perpetuated  among  them,  suffer  wrong,  rather  than 
have  strife  Sc  dissention,)  never  has  been  a  coolness  among  any 
branches  of  the  family;  “My  Mother’s  influence  was  very 'great 
among  us,  our  father  was  an  excellent  Man,  but  ivas  not  forcible  as 
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our  Mother”— She  finally  lost  her  senses— he  says  she  had  to  struggle 
very  hard— 1  thought  what  a  lesson  to  Mothers!— her  lovely  gentle 
Quaker  Spirit,  to  be  felt  unto  the  third  generation!  \[  Mothers  could 
only  realize  their  awful  responsibility— how  circumspectly— how 
meekly ,  they  would  walk  R:  talk  before  their  young  immortals— 

I  have  been  anxiously  hoping  since  the  reciept  of  Mr  baker’s  let 
ter  (wherein  he  says  you  were  writing)  to  get  one  from  you  but  have 
been  disappointed.  Since  the  death  of  our  blessed  sweet  Tom,- 1  have 
been  restless  unsettled  unhappy,  sending  to  the  post,  wanting  to  get 
a  letter  irom  some  of  you  every  day— 

Yesterday  Mr  &  Mrs  Field1  took  leave  of  us,  I  believe  most  parents 
are  dillerent  from  us,  I  am  happy  that  they  have  left  Lavinia  with 
me,  she  is  company  for  me,  &  then,  when  1  am  out  of  the  room,  her 
music  brings  you  all  the  time  before  me— She  is  a  line  discreet  amia¬ 
ble  unassuming  sensible  girl,— very  much  like  yourself  (flattery 
apart)  She  has  few  wants,  her  tastes  very  simple,  Sc  most  easily  satis¬ 
fied,  constitutionally  a  contented  mind— When  her  harp  arrives  it 
will  seem  like  bye  gone  happy  days— 

Last  night  we  got  letters  from  John  “by  the  Pilot”— he  has  gone 
to  Cuba— poor  fellow  he  sent  her  a  d  ft.  for  $  too— of  course  his  pay 
drawn  in  advance.  She  sets  a  good  example— She  reads  her  letters  R: 
does  not  leel  they  arc  for  the  public  eye— It  is  a  wretched  custom— 
for  it.  chains  all  free  intercourse— Sarah,  of  course,  R:  properly  always 
reads  her  letters  to  herself  Sc  delivers  her  messages— which  makes  it 
proper  for  me  to  do  so  too— therefore  I  begin  anew  8c  only  shew  such 
as  I  th ink  proper— 

I  am  having  a  screen  put  up  between  the  Sibley  Kitchen1  Sc  our 
windows— it  had  become  too  great  a  nuisance— in  the  afternoons  the 
servants  would  take  their  sewing  &  sit  out  on  the  gallery  8c  occasion¬ 
ally  have  a  haw  or  two;  and  for  the  past  two  months  Mrs  Thompson’s 
Elizabeth  who  lived  with  us,  has  been  their  cook.  You  remember 
she  had  a  tremendous  voice  for  loud  speaking  8:  laughing— R:  we  had 
the  full  benefit  of  all— Then  on  “  Washing  Sc  Ironed  Day”  all  was 
done  under  our  supervision— every  piece,  be  they  what  they  might, 
were  displayed  to  us  8:  our  guests— The  evening  that  the  Steamers 
officers  were  here,  their  conversation  was  so  loud  Sc  impertinently 
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boisterous— that  altho  a  very  warm  day,  we  had  to  sit  with  our  win¬ 
dows  shut,  &  poor  Uncle  would  say,  “Oh,  Ma’am,  those  nasty  bodys 
ought  to  be  complained  of  to  their  mistress- Why,  then  e  is  no  reason 
in  them— they  scream  from  the  time  they  get  up  ’til  they  go  to  bed”— 
So  I  decided  to  pay  eighteen  dollars!  to  shut  them  outl- 

J  ell  Mi  Baker  that  as  much  as  six  weeks  ago,  I  wrote  to  Mr  Ferry 

&  invitcd  hiin  to  visit  ns  during  the  session  of  the  Gen.  Ass.-I  have 
never  heard  one  word  Irom  him  since — 

I  have  pd  Von  Brandis  ?75®-frame  to  cost  §8— making  the  whole 
$83- 


C.enl.  1  aylor’s  death  is  just  announced  by  tolling  of  Bells— Re¬ 
member  when  I  write  ’tis  only  for  yourselves,  but  I  must  have  some 
one  to  whom  occasionally  I  can  say  what  1  please- We  have  often 
been  made  to  see  or  know  the  selfishness  of  the  Sibleys-rcmember 
how  Mrs  S.  acted  about  the  strip  of  Land  which  1  have  no  doubt  will 
end  in  possessing,  giving  it  to  them— The  time  is  not  very  distant, 
if  Detroit  increases  as  rapidly  as  it  has  done  the  last  year,  when  that 
two  feet  may  be  the  means  of  losing  a  Store  from  that  lot— 

I  believe  I  wrote  you  that  I  had  decided  on  screening  off  their 
kitchen— I  thought  I  would  put  it  on  a  line  with  the  top  of  their  shed 
—to  shut  out  the  appearance  as  well  as  the  nuisance— The  men  had 
scarcely  begun  their  work  when  I  heard  Mary  Sibley  say  something 
to  them— I  went  to  the  window,  with  agitation  for  fear  that  they 
might  be  displeased;  R:  said,  Mrs  Sibley  before  I  moved  in  this,  I  con¬ 
sulted  Miss  Trowbridge,  &  meant  to  have  spoken  to  Mr  S.  but  she 


gave  men  such  encouragement  to  go  on,  that  without  talk  I  thought 
I  would  begin— She  said,  Oh  yes,  Mrs  Stuart,  Ma  was  talking  of  liv¬ 
ing  it  done,  but  dont  you  think  they  are  measuring  it  entirely  too 
high ?  It  ivill  make  it  very  close— it  icill  almost  entirely  exclude  the 
air!!  So  I  told  the  man  to  cut  off  a  foot-It  is  high  enough,  but  from 
my  bedroom  I  look  right  into  the  kitchen— 


Yestcrday  I  had  a  most  unexpected  visit  from  Mr  &  Mrs  Bradford 
formerly  of  Niles,  now  of  Philadelphia,  enquired  much  of  you— Sc 
^S&cd  me  to  remember  them  Kindly  to  you,  8:  say  that  you  must 
never  be  in  Philadelphia  without  going  to  see  them— “Only  ask  for 
Vincent  Bradford,  Lawyer,  every  one  knows  where  I  live”— Mrs. 
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Bispham  has  become  a  decided  Christian— Mrs  Lyel’s  Mother  is  in 

N.Yoik,  came  in  the  Steamer  which  takes  Mr  Lyle  to  Scotland- 
‘  I  he  City  of  Glasgow" 

1  send  a  paper  for  Hcth  line’s  Poctry«»-Our  Stores  were  all  slnit- 
Mr  bacon  had  just  called  in  on  his  way  to  the  P.O.  &  offers  to  take 
in)  letter- We  all  unite  in  affectionate  love  to  you  all.  Kiss  my  dear, 
in)  precious  children  lor  me— I  am  rejoiced  that  My  dear  Mary  & 
Bessie  are  in  Sab.  School— 

My  beloved  Kate  let  the  eternal  interests  of  your  children  be  your 
1  a‘ni~  1  ‘mc  is  too  short,  to  devote  our  energies  to  Earth— train 
them  lot  God  R:  then  they  will  be  ready  for  every  circumstance— 

God  kccP  you  in  Ml  your  efforts  for  his  honor  &  service-my  prayer 
is  that  this  solemn  visitation7  may  be  sanctified  to  all— 

1  William  Hakcr’s  mother  was  Eli/a  Wardcll,  a  Quaker. 

-  Gcoigc  franklin  1  timer  Jr.  1 1  is  nit  knaine  was  “  ronnny.” 

3  l’arenlsol  I.av  inia  Field  Stuart. 

‘  t  he  Sibley  house  stood  to  the  West  of  the  Stuart  house  on  the  South  side  of 
Jeih  rson  Avenue,  East. 

5  For  Robert  Stuart’s  portrait. 

c  Ikilnine  Duffield. 

1  he  death  of  Mary  s  baby  at  Morristown. 


My  dear  Mary1  I  forgot  before  you  left  to  give  you  G.  DuffieldV 
lines— &;  will  now  copy  them  for  you-cnclosed  I  send  you  a  letter 
reed  for  you  last  evening  from  Mother  &  one  from  Mr.  Ik’s  father 

uhith  1  thought  you  might  like  to  see— which  came  the  morning; 
you  left— 

I  hanks  to  the  canvass;  where  so  well  contest 
Stands  one,  whom  none  could  know  and  e’er  lorget 
Whose  unambitious  praise  shall  linger  yet 

W  hile  Michigan  shall  leave  a  true  bequest. 

•‘  A  Man  of  Men!  however  fierce  the  storm 

I I  is  hand  was  at  the  helm;  his  voice  on  high 
Would  first  of  courage  speak,  then  victory, 
lu  judgment  able  as  in  affection  warm 

1  lis  head  and  heart  were  ever  with  the  right 
And  like  an  Eagle’s  was  his  lofty  (light 
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Above  all  envious  shafts  that  meant  him  harm. 

So  near  he  lived  to  heaven  while  still  below 
That  when  the  summons  came  he  had  not  lai  to  m, 

V.u,  asked  me  to  write  diem  well,  but  my  pm  and  paper  are  boil,  so 

,  1  am  ,,ca,l>'  c™y.  I  can  hardly  make  mark.  Do  w,  he  me  soon  all 

ahom  yourself.  I  low  you  arc  and  how  you  like  your  quarters.  I  hope 
you  will  be  comfortable  and  try  to  make  yourself  ha^y.  I  am  much 

Obliged  for  the  beautiful  paintings.'  I  shall  value  them  very  much 
lor  many  reasons. 

I  lie  children  are  all  well,  but  I  thought  much  of  you  the  other 
night.  The  baby3 * 5  was  very  restless  and  finally  vomited  the  greatest 
quantity  ol  cherries  some  whole  some  stoned  (cherry  stones),  goose- 
bet  lies  currants,  etc.,  they  are  not  done  coming  from  her  yet.  I  won¬ 
der  it  did  not  give  her  convulsions - yet  nobody  gave  them  to  her. 

I  was  J l  ightened  and  am  still,  for  I  do  not  see  how  she  can  possibly 
live  at  this  rate. 

Give  my  love  to  Bob0  tell  him  to  write  to  me,  it  will  be  improving 
to  him  and  gratifying  to  me.  Nothing  yet  from  Brooklyn-strange 
you  did  not  see  some  of  them  the  day  you  left.  Mr.  B.  desires  me  to 
say  that  when  he  left  you  he  made  out  your  accounts  hurriedly  and 
ii nds  lie  gave  you  three  dollars  and  three  quarters  too  much— will 
charge  it  to  your  acct.  I  cannot  write  another  word.  Goodbye 

Yours,  Kate 


1  Original  letter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dimsmoore  Clark.  Probably  written  to  Mary 
idler  her  departure  from  Morristown  following  the  death  of  hot  baby,  George  f  rank¬ 
lin  Turner,  Jr.,  July  2,  1850. 

-  Sonnet  written  by  George  Duffield,  Jr.,  son  of  Rev.  George  Oldfield.  Pastor  of  the 

first  Presbyterian  Church,  Detroit,  after  seeing  the  portrait  of  Robert  Stuart  painted 
by  Von  Brandis. 

3  I"  CtT>inS  I**  Sonnet,  Kate  Baker,  as  well  as  her  mother,  f.li/abeth  Smart, 
omitted  the  fifth  line: 


"Of  those  who  were  her  earliest  friends  and  best: 
1  The  paintings  may  he  the  "rice  paintings”  referred 
of  June  22,  1850. 


to  by  Mrs.  Stuart  in  her  letter 


5  Eliza  Wardell,  horn  August  8,  18-19. 

0  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  horn  April  j,  1 838. 
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My  dearest,  dearest  Kate— 


Detroit,  July  1 1>,  1 850 


^  *hii  lei  lei  ol  July  fjtli  only  reached  me  last  night — I  need  not  say 
that  it  opened  alresh  every  wound  which  sorrow  has  made  in  my 
licait!  Oh,  poor,  poor  stricken  Mary!  May  God  in  his  mercy  sanctify 
it  to  her,  &:  to  us  all!  It  is  a  most  mysterious  providence! 

1  had  remarked  to  many  of  my  friends  that  I  feared  that  the 
thought  would  occur  to  Dr  Turner,  that  the  seeds  of  the  disease  were 
taken  lroin  Michigan!— Hut  since  1  read  your  letter  I  am  learlul  that 
it  was  poison1— May  he  not  have  put  some  poisonous  stuff  in  his 
mouth  that  evening,  while  at  play? — It  certainly  seems  like  poison— 
It  matters  not,  except  that  it  may  make  her  more  than  ever  dislike 


Detroit— God  has  done  it!  and  done  it  in  wisdom  and  in  love,  he 
could  ha\ e  saved  him,  but  he  chose  rather  to  save  him  from  sin,  sor¬ 
row  &  sulfering,  than  save  him  in  them— I  understand  all  your  feel¬ 
ings  in  walking  humbly  &  fearfully  before  1  lim,  wondering  &  dread¬ 
ing,  what  shall  be  next?— So  /  live!  but  Oh,  let  us  try  to  live,  &  teach 
our  blessed  young  ones  so  to  live,  &  so  to  try  to  obey,  as  that  when 
the  mandate  comes,  we  shall  be  found  with  our  lamps  well  trimmed 
&  burning— l  ime  is  nothing;  ’tis  strange,  when  we  have  such  re¬ 


peated.  such  solemn  warnings,  we  do  not  profit  more  by  them— but 
the  difficulty  is,  each  think  the  other  mortal  but  themselves  ” ! 

Oh,  liow  favored  you  arc  to  have  had  your  steps  so  delightfully 
ordered!  a  minister  whom  you,  &  your  husband  can  love  &  respect-" 
a  Sab.  school,  in  which  your  children  can  be  pleasantly  &  profitably 
led  m  the  paths  of  holiness — Neighbors  that  seem  to  be  everything 
we  could  wish  in  life,  these  my  dear  Kate  are  rich,  rich  blessings— 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  thankful  I  am  that  the  precious  remains  of 
our  sainted  lamb3  are  to  be  brought  to  lie  where  I  can  go  &  talk  over 
diem!  1  he  fourth  day  after  the  Telegraph,  I  sat  momently  expecting 
the  arrival  of  the  body— Altlio  warm,  in  one  of  the  hermetically 
sealed  zinc  &  charcoal  coffins,  cased,  he  could  have  come  on  in  perfect 
preservation- 

Oli  >es,  you  have  had  a  “sad  beginning””— I  had  a  bright  sunshiny 
beginning—  My  children  all  fine  healthy  ones,  &  no  sorrow  but 
imaginary  ones— but  crash  came  upon  crash,  ‘til  Earth  closed  &  left 
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nic  to  contend  all  alone!  but,  Oh,  my  blessed  chdd,  in  this  heaviest 
of  Eat  tli  s  soi  tow,  I  can  look  up  R:  (d  1  know  mysell)  say,  l  would 
not  have  it  d  1 II  ei  ent  Soon,  I  may  go  to  hi  m — wh  lie  lie  1 1  ved ,  1  never, 
“ever  could  have  been  brought  to  feel  willing  to  leave  here- 1  could 
not  have  cut  myself  loose  from  the  love  of  the  world— but  that  which 
was  my  world  had  to  be  taken  away— Oh,  how  wise!  it  is  safe,  it  is 
delightful  to  commit  ourselves  R:  all  that  we  have  to  an  infinitely 
wise  God— I  low  earnestly  have  I  night  &  morning  prayed,  that  God 
would  make  you  Sc  Mary  feel  your  deep,  your  awful  responsibilities 
as  Motheis  teach  you  to  full)  realize  the  worth  of  the  soul  of  your 
precious  young  families  now  in  the  days  of  their  youth— See  how  he 
has  taught  the  lesson!  Oh  let  us  be  still  &  know  that  it  is  God  who 
has  been  so  mercifully  in  our  midst — 

Nothing  about  Strike  the  Harp  ’—after  your  letter  in  which  you 
simply  said,  Send  that  music  of  Mrs  browns  to  her  I  found  only 
the  two  books,  which  I  sent,  after  a  little  while  she  came  here,  &  I 
told  her  of  your  message-&  asked  if  that  were  all,  as  you  had  said 
“music”  I  thought  probably  there  must  be  some  other  With  a  slight 
hesitation  she  said,  “No,  Strike  the  llarp"?—  1  said  Oh  yes-1  will 
send  it— I  went  the  next  day  in  search  of  it— could  not  get  it  in  the 
City,  but  Couse4  promised  he  would  send  for  it— as  soon  as  he  adver¬ 
tised  new  music — I  went  lor  mine — R:  it  had  not  come — he  promises 
me  that  it  will  certainly  be  here  next  week  when  1  will  send  it  to 
her— 


I  am  glad  you  like  George  Duffield’s  verses5 

f  ry  to  bear  with  the  “care”  if  Kitty  is  kind  R:  honest  R:  not  a  bad 
example  to  your  children— They  all  cause  care  R •  trouble— I  grudge 
my  good  health,  being  so  unemployed— I  do  exceedingly  regret, 
that  I  have  not  been  with  you  in  your  ocean  of  trouble— I  am  leading 
an  idle,  sell  indulgent  life— of  no  use  to  a  human  being— I  have  most 
valuable  servants,  all— I  hired  that  John,  who  dug  up  the  garden— 
Sc  he  is  a  second  Michael— Do  you  remember  your  poor  father  used 
to  say,  he  had  found  his  Master  at  last— that  Michael  did  not  grant 
him  the  right  of  speaking  in  his  department— (because  he  took  so 
much  interest)  it  was  all  ours— Sc  my  horses— Sc  My  Carriage— So  now 
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the  House  R:  garden  are  ours— but  the  Cow  is  John’s— faithful- 
sober— honest— industrious— a  keeper  at  home— 

I  sat  down  to  write  a  few  lines  &  I  have  completed  my  letter— I  am 
glad  that  your  respected  father  has  found  his  way  to  your  house— 
Oh,  dear  Kate  make  every  sacrifice  to  make  him  happy— the  best 
room— the  best  seat— the  best  at  table,  do  you  see,  are  his— Mr  Ik  can 
not,  nor  will  not—  you  are  his  wife,  more  to  him  than  himself— there¬ 
fore,  you  must  leave  nothing  for  him  to  think  of,  or  do  for  his  father 
—or  mother— indeed  for  them  you  do,  for  your  husband— My  love  to 
him— respects  to  your  father— Sc  kiss  my  blessed  unbroken  ju— R: 
accept  lor  yourself  the  love  8c  deep  sympathy,  8c  prayer  that  you  may 
be  pure-spiritual-heavenly  minded,  of  your 

Affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 

Always  mention  Lavinia  in  your  letters— all  are  well— 8c  send  you 
much  love— Sarah  wonders  why  you  have  not  written— Find  out 
whether  John  got  a  book  of  Sermons  from  Aunt  Maria.7 

1  The  record  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit  states  that  George  Franklin  Turner  Jr. 
died  of  scarlet  fever. 

-  Rev.  James  Richards,  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Morristown  Dec 
1 8  |7~.\[>ril  i  85 1 . 

I  he  body  of  Mary  t  urner's  baby,  George  Franklin  Turner  Jr  ("Tommy”)  was 
brought  fiom  Morristown  to  Detroit  and  is  buried  there  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  in 
the  Stuart  Tot. 

I  \d.im  Couse  had  a  Music  &  Piano  Store. 

r’  Verses  written  after  seeing  Robert  Stuart’s  portrait. 

II  The  lour  Baker  children,  Mary,  Bessie,  Sarah  ("Fanny”)  and  Eli/a. 

‘  Aunt  Maria  was  the  sister  of  E.E.S.— Maria  Sullivan,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Thorne. 


Detroit,  July  22,  1850 

Dearest  Kate— 

Ever  since  Saturday  I  have  been  literally  intoxicated  with  joy  8; 
sorrow—  You  will  be  rewarded  for  your  kind  respectful  affection, 
that  both  you  8c  lhaker  concieved  for  your  father’s  brother—1 

Do  you  remember  I  once  said  to  you— I  am  afraid  from  Alex  let- 
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tors,  he  is  common!  Do  you  remember  how  spiritedly  you  answered 
—  I  don  t  care  what  he  is— he  is  Pa’s  brother  R:  that's  enough”— Oh, 
it  is  enough-lie  is  an  embodiment  of  love,  ardent  as  can  inhabit 
human  body-bencath  humility-piety-kindness-I  le  has  done 
nothing  but  weep  since  he  came-Dave  took  him  to  the  Cemetery- 
as  he  got  in  front  ol  your  lather’s  Monument  lie  threw  himself  down 
on  his  knees— clasped  his  arms  around  it  &  cried  aloud- ‘Oh  my 
brother— my  dear-my  beloved  brother”— I  le  says  he  never  wit¬ 
nessed  such  a  scene,  and  never  wishes  to  witness  an  other  like  it— 

\\  lien  they  arrived,  Lavinia  happened  to  be  in  the  front  room  & 
as  the  carriage  drove  up  to  the  door,  presuming  they  would  ring, 
she  lied  to  the  back  parlor  to  escape,  but  they  walked  through  with¬ 
out  ringing,  &  there  she  was  caught!  She  went  for  Uncle  to  give  me 
time  to  dress— “Oh,  Mother,  Mother,  said  Lavinia,  1  thought  1  had 
seen  affecting  scenes,  I  never  saw  such  an  one  as  his  Meeting  with 
Unde,  &  I  would  not  be  willing  ever  to  meet  such  an  other”— She 
says  he  threw  himself  round  Unde’s  neck  k  cried  aloud-IIis  tears 
roll  all  the  time-In  going  to  church,  he  said  I  am  now  going  to  sit 
where  he  sat  as  Ruling  Elder-Yes,  I  said-Up  went  the  1 1  k f— Sc  he 
sobbed  aloud-soon  as  he  could  speak,  “But,  said  lie-I  am  a  fool,  I 
am  a  child,  I  am  ashamed,  there  is  nothing  of  the  man  about  me, 
but  be  patient,  I’ll  be  better  by  k  by-You  see  tis  all  come  at  once- 
I  here  is  not  a  trace,  not  a  line  to  be  found  in  him  like  your  father 
—  lu  is  shot  t  R:  thick  in  lot  in  like  your  Uncle  1  borne— not  even  his 
hand  which  I  hoped  might  look  like  him-but  he  is  a  fervent  Chris¬ 
tian— You  will  love  him  dearly,  but  not  because  you  will  see  any¬ 
thing  in  him  like  your  father,  only  for  his  own  sake-neither  the 
inner  nor  outer  man  has  a  reflection,  or  better  say  shadow,  of  kobt. 
Stuart.  Oh,  my  blessed  Kate,  what  a  Man  lie  was!  I  miss  his  influence, 
his  love,  his  authority  more  R:  more— 

This  morning  I  said  to  your  Uncle,  Now  we  are  all  together,  / 
hi  ing  forward  a  resolution— R:  you,  Brother  Alexander,  must  second 
it— That  we  will  not  (only  when  you  k  I  arc  alone)  speak  a  sad  word 
—°r  introduce  a  sad  subject— for  il  we  do— we  shall  drive  young  Alex- 
back  to  Scotland— So  we  are  determined  that  a  virtue  shall  be 
spurned!  though  we  have  it  not— all  must  be  cheerful— 
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()l  the  young  one!  1  can  only  say,  1  wish  I  had  one  Son,  every  way 
like  him,  were  he  only  a  little  taller,  Sc  heavier  brow.  (Your  lather, 
as  he  was  the  first  time  I  ever  saw  him  stands  before  me)  Sc  a  decided 
Christian— I  do  not  know  how  long  they  will  remain— but  I  must  not 
spare  expense  to  make  their  time  pleasant— 

li  you  could  only  hear  from  1).  Smart3,  8c  themselves  all  they  did 
for  him  in  Scotland,  because  lie  was  our  friend— you  wotdd  see  my 
obligation— 

Alex  says  about  six  years  since,  from  what  your  father  wrote,  they 
fell  sure  that  he  would  be  out  to  see  them— They  made  the  arrange¬ 
ment,  that  lie  the  father  should  not  “give  the  slightest  attention  to 
business— nor  touch  the  family  horses,  but  they  bought  a  pair  ol  the 
handsomest  they  could  find  8:  a  low  comfortable  thing  in  which  lie 
&  Robert  were  going  to  traverse  all  over  the  highlands,  visit  all 
the  scenes  of  his  Youth,”  k— Do  not  such  scenes  call  aloud  for 
reciprocity? 

1  am  not  sure  that  1  will  not  accompany  them  when  they  go  East— 
If  so,  you  must  make  room  for  them— You  Sc  I  will  share  Mary  & 
Fan’s  Bed— Baker,  must  take  a  Sofa— Sc  your  room  must  be  given  to 
Uiu  le  Alex— &  your  second  room  to  the  young  one— If  we  go  to  Scot¬ 
land  K:  can  eat  gold  we  shall  have  it— I  am  very,  very  happy— They 
arc  very  anxious  to  see  you  all— 

We  have  not  heard  one  word  from  John— I  mailed  a  letter  for  you 
011  Sat.— enclosed  a  Ten  Dol.  Bill  for  your  Blk.  Shawl— 

1  have  just  rccieved  a  letter  from  poor  sorrowing  Mary— Judge 
Connant 1  has  been  to  see  her— how  kind!  Kingsberry  too— She  is  de¬ 
lighted  with  Robert’s  improvement  8:  Mr  Russel’s  school"’  is:  /  am 
delighted— Her  dear  Tom  occupies  all  her  thoughts— I  wish  you  Sc 
Baker  would  sit  together  Sc  sit  until  you  get  a  good,  strong  deep  like¬ 
ness  of  you  both,  Sc  send  them  to  me  by  mail,  1  will  gladly  pay  all  ex¬ 
penses,  8c  feel  favored  if  you  will  consent  to  sit — Your’s  is  so  unlike 
you  both  that  I  objected  to  their  seeing  them— Mary’s  I  would  not 
shew’  at  all,  it  is  so  ugly— 

1  have  stolen  from  the  group  to  write  Sc  am  writing  on  my  lap— but 
I  am  in  such  a  state  I  am  not  lit  to  write— my  heart  throbs  like  a 
threshing  machine  &  hand  trembles— 8c  my  head  feels  as  if  it  would 


t  >Y  AT  V  U  TfU  .  l  T  i 

fi./t  !  >;j, no£  i kit  bed  1  d/ivi  '  .'{£•'  {luont  i  I  !;w©giim>'(  U) 
ui.jV)  .v/o'id  2  .j  llu  oln -I  »;  vino  oil  >m/  ,  iii‘  ->dil 

i.  !,b ,b  l  X  (on  not  d  a)>i  ./'•  rrjirl  n  ■  iwj  l  >mii  i.  $/Ij  iu  i  *jd  a 
J  >u  until  1  i u < I  ft!L  .  1  Uhl  (Jfi.:  ynol  v/ocJ  v/oujl  Jou  ob  I  il  > 

~j<  r.eii  dq  ifnii  'naxlj  r>  In  u  f») 

bifj  1  i/yjl.zn  /  .  Uiinii  G  moii  jrji  ylno  1  Iuoj  ln>(  U 

(HI  iyji  bluovx  uo <  —  bfJ  Ji  1 1  n/o  ?  sxl  Jmuioaii  u  mid  iol 

— /mi  Jr.vi  (do 

>di  ,y)<  I vr  T>|||  .1  'i no  '  i.fh'  moil  >311! 2  ?  fi  »v  y  2  Hjotlr.  ?(«;<*  XL>i 
r.  j  *j))i  it  Y'.JftT-  in'jih  3'j  oj  itjo  id  bit  ow  yd  igiIj  aruc  Jtol 
c, j  oil  t  jj  u.jjthiiU  yii  Ui.h  joii  blood*  i  A\\\  ydi  oil  Jedl  Hi  wit 
oi f  j  lo  iii  ;  i:  irl  ;uoJ  y  J  ifjd  ,tin ot\  <(\ntm\  mIj  ibooJ  i?  Jibrfiid 
ibiilvx  ..i  giudi  oldi.j ioTj-'OJ  wo l  £  X  bad  !•'  io:  /  >d)  i'‘jmo<d>ni:d 
Ur.  ji 4tr  ,2bn/.U;dd  of l»  lov* >  He  arttr/mJ  <  i  gmog  mw  JfodoM  X 
•to)  buolfi  llh>  <»nj^  ibu*  Jon  oCl— y&  ",iluioY  ?id  lo  «>rui  wb 

r. !/  j , ,  i i tv.1  i  :  uo  fm>d  iol  mou  .  i  J*uni  woy  «  II 

<>) «/  ;  ‘  I  i.  g  >",  )l\  ol  moot  b/u  ».•  :>  >y  rj\i  d  >(i  J 

v'cjv  ,v'ia  i  i  t,  I — Ji  tiveH  Hurls  *jv/  bloj  *r;*J  run  <2  bind 

-III.  1JO  99COi  ^lltiixfic  \riov  >i<; 

>y  ,  1  i:  Sd.fio »*  m  >^mt  VILxov/  >no  I  ».  I  lor  averl  !>V/ 

<  1  •(  *••  1  >  •  o  i>  I 

•'  yn.v-  on  'Ti3<  Vj.  liivl  !!  ti  -  wo  :  >«  j  >t  •  nyxi  .d  Jiu.nno  ) 

i  uny  rlaiv/  I  ri  i  nl  Ik  2>u[u  kjo  ino’i  i/  >b  Tio  I  ball jI> 

-y/ii]  ;  tbo<y  t*  1-  uo’{  1  imj  ol  lia  bluow  >di.H 

yi.ij  (bf Uiw  I  ,'iGfn  -  I  >rn  os  in-nil  )fi02vt,dio<  noy  Jo?y>n 
■jiilmi  o*  n  «'iu  »7-!ie  nJ  jxi32m>>  Ibw  U0'<  bii'/i  I  bjl  2  ,23«rf  >cj 

yfgw  02  ;  j  ,I!r,  iu  foib 

*.p;l  ym  no^niii*ivf  mr.  X  oli't  ^oJt]un  ;>  >dj  iu  iJ-uvxd  l 
;bi  do'ti!.  ) iiiyil  v rn-  jin  /f  OJ  lii  jo/i  n  I  ■)>-'«  •  xbii*  ni  uti,  I 

h  ii  )i  t;  el vjl  buoil  yin  /,  -«yldiri3Tl  bin  d  y  i  '  »ein  guidon  j 


STUART  LETTERS 


108 


burst,  not  with  pain,  I  cannot  tell  what-hcatcd  to  intensity- fullness 
&C-I  shall  liot  be  able  to  write  as  often  as  I  have  done— Untie  lias 
renewed  his  age— They  seem  almost  to  worship  him-Alex.  will  sit 
look  at  him,  &  he  will  articulate,  "my  father's  brother!"  Sc  up  goes 
the  hkl— 8c  away  he  starts  to  walk  up  8:  down  the  floor.  Sc  then  he  says, 
“Dont  think  me  a  fool”— 


Baker  is  first  rate  at  shewing  gentlemen  attcntion-Do  get  him  to 
suggest  some  way  that  in  our  sombre  way  of  life  I  may  shew  them 
uttent  ion— Do  not  let  Baker  see  this— I  am  ashamed  of  it— its  the  very 
best  I  was  capable  of  writing— dear  father,  how  often  lie  has  put  my 
own  writing  before  me  (conning  up  the  sentence  before  &  after)  for 
me  to  decipher,  Sc  for  my  life  I  could  not  do  it-8c  looking  me  in  the 
lace,  would  say,  ‘And  how  do  you  think  others  can  read  it?”  I  have 

just  been  trying  to  read  what  I  wrote  yesterday,  &  indeed  I  have 
trouble— 


1  oday  David  Smart  came  in  his  carriage  &  has  taken  them  all  to 
Canada,  where  they  will  spend  most  of  the  day. 

s.jlh.  rl  hey  returned  delighted  with  the  appearance  of  the  coun- 
tiy,  but  the  weather  being  intensely  warm,  they  were  very  much 
fatigued.  Your  Uncle  Alex  brings  your  father  in  my  mind  in  his 
merry  joking  moods-I  can  sec  him  roll  his  eyes  Sc  put  his  hands  to¬ 
gether,  &  exclaim,  “ Oeh ,  Hurley  Burley’’— 

His  mind  is  cast  in  the  same  mould  of  Uncle’s— evidently  passed 
through  life,  without  any  observation,  or  any  suspicion-lost  his 
father  almost  in  his  infancy,  left  with  an  affectionate,  gentle,  iuno- 
cnit  Highland  Mother— poor,  &  had  to  get  through  life  in  the  hard¬ 
est  tuannei  But  what  praise  is  due  to  him  lor  the  manner  111  which 
he  has  brought  up  Sc  educated  his  children!  His  wife  evidently  was 
the  head  of  the  family. 

I  see  by  the  morning  papers  that  John  has  arrived  from  Ilavanah! 
for  which  I  am  thankful— 

Mr  Wet  more0  spent  last  evening  with  us,  talked  much  of  You  all, 
&  begged  to  be  always  remembered  to  you  most  kindly— as  do  all  your 
friends,  you  have  many  here— 

1  trust  that  your  dear  children  are  in  health— Last  week  Mrs  I  licks 
buried  a  sweet  little  girl,  Sc  this  morning  she  is  to  bury  the  twin 
Brother.— 
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I  came  to  the  end  of  my  paper,  feeling  that  I  had  yet  another  side, 
to  send  some  little  message  to  my  sweet  Mary,  Bessie  &  my  dear  little 
"Pretty  Boll”,  &:  my  own  dear  Heavenly  Lamb,  E.  Warded.  She 
always  seems  lent— Too  good— too  wise— too  amiable  for  Earth— Kiss 
them  all  lor  (band  Mother— I  hope  that  Bessie  &  Mary  have  faithful 
Sab.  School  Teachers— But  dear  Kate,  let  me  entreat  you,  not  to 
depend  on  any  but  yourself  lor  the  religious  instruction  of  your  chil- 
dicn.  Mrs  Led  yard  says  Sab.  School  &:  Sub.  School  Boohs  have  been 
a  serious  injury  to  Lizzy— She  has  taken  her  away  &  makes  it  her 
solemn  duty  to  teach  her  herself— 

Always  remember  me  most  affectionately  to  the  family  in  Bond 
Street'— Sc  love  to  Mr  Baker— Tell  him  again  yesterday  Lax  Bill  of 
Sv>  for  paving  three  lots  of  Property  next  to  Hinckley— Ask  him  if 
we  can  sell  such  unavailable  property,  if  it  is  not  best  to  do  it— 1  un¬ 
derstand  Mrs  Hinckley  is  calculating  to  buy  hers— What  is  it  worth? 
1  hat  Tod  may  keep  Sc  guide  you  Sc  teach  you  your  dependence  upon 
him,  is  the  daily  prayer  of  your 

A  1ft.  Mother 
E.  E.  Stuart 

1  Alexander  Stuart,  younger  brother  of  Robert  Stuart,  baptised  March  3,  1793. 
Died  June  6,  1873.  Alexander  Stuart  and  his  son  Alexander  Jr.  arrived  in  boston  on 
the  S.S.  Hibernia  on  July  12,  1850  at  4.05  P.M.  They  had  sailed  from  Liverpool.  Their 
names  are  listed  among  the  49  passengers:  "Alex.  Stewart  and  Alex.  Stewart  Jr." 
(boston  Journal  of  July  13,  1850.) 

-  Alexander  Stuart  Jr.  born  Aug.  18,  1822.  Died  Aug.  28,  1900. 

:i  David  Smart,  a  Scotchman,  who  had  lived  with  his  uncle,  Robert  Smart,  in  a 
small  two-stoi ied  house  on  Woodward  Avenue.  After  his  uncle’s  death,  David  Smart 
bet  ante  a  partner  of  William  IJrewster  in  the  forwarding  and  commission  business. 
David  Smart  was  a  popular  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  he  was  active  in  the 
old  Detroit  Fire  Department.  He  had  many  friends.  He  died  in  Detroit  Feb.  4,  1856, 
aged  49)  cars. 

*  J udge  Shubael  Conant,  of  Detroit  who  had  been  Associate  Judge  of  the  County 
C.oint  in  1827.  lie  had  been  born  in  Connecticut  and  had  as  a  young  man  been  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  fur  trade. 

0  "'Flie  Collegiate  and  Commercial  Institute”  Wooster  Place.  William  H.  Russell, 
Pi  incipal. 

0  On  August  15,  1850  Mr.  Frederick  Wctmore  of  Detroit  married  Miss  Anna  Mary 
Curienious  of  Lockport,  N.Y.  Mr.  Wctmore  was  an  importer  of  English  crockery.  1 1  is 
first  wife  had  died  in  1848, 

7  19  bond  Street,  New  York  City.  Home  of  Looe  Baker,  father  of  W.G.  Baker. 
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New  i  Iaven  July  itr},  1850 

Heie  I  sit  in  my  room1— Kitty  gone  to  look  at  Genl.  Taylor’s  fu- 
ne,al  P'occssion,  (lie  bells  tolling,  the  dead  march  being  played. 

O  Kale,  before  many  more  days  the  Dr.  will  know  of  his  ilhicss'-- 
't  will  be  a  dreadful  trial  to  him  &  bow  he  can  endure  to  wait  two 
weeks  1  cannot  tell.  1  led  lor  him  as  much  as  for  myself,  forahho  he 
did  not  know  him,  he  loves  him  because  he  is  his— strange  that  you 
should  have  noticed  the  likeness  so  strong  the  day  that  he  arrived. 

Can  it  be  possible  that  Uncle  .V  is  in  Detroit,  how  1  wish  we  could 
all  have  been  together,  docs  mother  say  nothing  about  him,  who  he 
is  like,  how  she  likes  him  &  what  about  his  son-why  does  she  not  say. 

Just  think  of  seeing  I'a's  brother,  it  seems  as  if  he  must  look  like  him 
a  little,  which  son  is  it, 

Mr.  Field  has  not  yet  arrived  &  Kit 1  is  all  this  time  without  taking 
a  music  lesson-will  of  course  lose  all  she  had  learned.  Dr.  thinks 
when  he  returns,  he  will  he  stationary,  1  hope  most  sincerely  he  will, 
it  is  a  great  disadvantage  to  us  in  every  way  being  moved  about  so 
much— I  would  not  remain  in  my  hoarding  house  if  I  could  do  better 
but  I  can  not— it  is  about  commencement  time  &  every  nook  &  corner 
is  lull,  but  as  soon  as  I  can  l  shall  move— I  deserve  it  all,  I  might  have 
done  well  but  would  not  pay  the  price. 

Tomorrow  1  shall  get  my  letters  from  the  Dr.  &  will  not  close  this 
till  I  have  received  them.  Hob'*  1  think  is  better  he  does  not  look  so 
delicate,  but  he  is  a  frail  plant— Sc  so  is  Kit.  Poor  Franny0  1  keep  at 
gieat  expense— 56.oo  per  month  &  $1.50  per  week  board— too  much, 
but  how  can  I  let  her  go?  1  must  try  to  get  her  a  good  place  if  I  can 
lor  I  love  her. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr.  Baker’s  father7  has  been  so  unwell,  it 
must  be  very  pleasant  for  him  to  have  your  house  so  near  to  go  to.K 

O  1  nearly  lorgot  to  give  you  my  direction— 1 08  Crown  Str.— 
Mrs.  llnul.  I  have  just  received  a  letter  &  some  poetry  from  Bethune1' 
he  unites  beautifully  N  ieelingly— I  like  the  whole  of  that  family _ 

I  have  just  reed  the  Drs.  letters  of  June  1 4— was  very  well  &  happy 
—lie  says  S.  Sibley  was  binned  out  &  Capt.  Tolsome  has  lost  $1 00,000. 

I  le  says  his  Bernecia  property  rises  fast  in  value  a  gentleman  has  just 
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offered  him  casli  down  $1400  for  half  a  lot  Sc  lie  only  paid  $1800.  for 
three  lots,  he  dec  lined  it., I  was  sorry  but  I  see  by  the  papers  that  it  is 
rising  last  in  value-lie  had  just  been  told  by  Lieut.  Blair  that  Maj. 
Hammond  had  a  letter  from  his  mother  Sc  that  she  said  that  altho 
nothing  was  said  in  the  order  about  Dr.  Turner  Dr.  Lawson10  had 
written  to  Gcnl.  Smith,  to  give  Dr.  Turner  a  6  months  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  when  Dr.  1 1.  got  there,  if  he  could  be  spared— the  Dr.  was  going 
to  see  ( )enl.  Smith  about  it— I  doubt  not  that  it  is  true  Sc  1  am  sure  it  is 
I  rom  what  Dr.  Lawson  wrote  me,  so  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  see 
him  any  time  Sc  I  may  be  disappointed,  but  I  pray  not,  I  feel  that 
I  could  not  bear  it. 

Tomorrow  Frany  leaves  me,  1  would  keep  her  but  I  have  to  pay 
Si  .50  per  week  lor  her  board  Sc  she  is  borrowed  lor  the  house  when¬ 
ever  they  get  into  trouble  &  l  will  not  have  it,  I  offered  her  at  least 
Mrs.  1  find  ollcrecl  me  to  board  her  if  she  would  help  clean  rooms  & 
help  wait  table,  she  did  it  faithfully  &  much  more  for  you  know  she 
cannot  keep  still.  At  t  he  end  of  the  week  she  said  she  could  not  alford 
it  &  must  be  paid  &  yesterday  Sc  today  because  her  servant  has  left  she 
gets  her  to  help,  so  now  I  have  got  a  place  for  her  near  me -where 
she  gets  §1.35  per  week  &  the  lady  will  be  sorry  she  did  not  keep  her 
for  now  her  girl  will  have  to  clean  my  room  as  well  as  all  the  rest, 
it.  is  foolish  for  me  to  keep  her  for  1  have  nothing  for  her  to  do  except 
dress  &  undress  Kitty  &  hook  up  my  dress,  wash  &  iron  Sc  that  I  can 
get  done  much  cheaper.  I  would  change  my  house  but  I  could  not 
do  better,  every  hole  is  crowded  till  after  commencement,  then  I 
shall  change— our  table  too  falls  off. 

Mother  is  delighted  with  Uncle  Alexander  &  says  his  son  is  an 
uncommonly  fine  &  interesting  young  man.  Belluine  says  he  is  a  line 
looking  old  gentleman  but  not  like  your  father,  O  how  I  do  want  to 
see  him,  I  wonder  if  he  will  come  on  &  see  us. 

Boor  Mary  Stevens  father  died  the  morning,  mother  wrote,  Poor, 
poor  family,  I  really  feel  for  them.  What  are  they  to  do? 

Good  bye  my  dearest  sister  accept  much  love  for  yourself  my  dear 
hind  brother  Sc  kisses  for  the  children 

Sc  believe  me  ever  your 


devoted  sister 
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Tell  dear  Fan  when  I  can  find  an  opportunity  1  shall  send  her  a  little 
locket  with  “dear  Tommy's”  hair  in  it  &  she  must  wear  it  &  remem¬ 
ber  him. 


1  Original  Letter  owned  by  Kli/abeth  Dummoor  Clark.  Mary  .Stuart  Turner  to 
Kate  Stuart  Baker. 

"  Utlc,s  fro,n  Morristown  were  slow  in  reaching  Dr.  Turner  in  California,  so  that 
he  did  not  learn  for  some  weeks  of  the  illness  of  his  little  son,  “  1  onuny”— Ceorge 
Franklin  I  urner  Jr.  who  died  at  Morristown  July  i.Syo. 

:i  Unde  Alexander  Stuart,  brother  of  Mary  Stuart  Turner's  father.  Robert  Stuart, 

who  had  arrived  in  the  United  States  with  his  son,  Alexander  Stuart  Jr  to  visit  the 
family. 

I  “Kit”  was  Kitty— Kate  Stuart  Turner,  who  was  then  HVZ  years  old.  She  was  born 
Dec.  i>2,  1 8 1 1 . 

5  ‘‘n°b”  ™as  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  ia  years  old-IIe  was  born  April  p  , 8^8. 

II  r i any  was  the  faithful  maid,  who  had  been  nurse  to  little  Tommy. 

'  1  'ooc  IJakcr»  "’ho  lived  at  ly  Bond  Street.  New  Yoik  City.  1  le  died  Dec.  .j,  1 85 \. 

8  1  he  Bakers  had  moved  to  Morristown  in  the  spring  of  1S50  and  had  bou-dit  a 
house  there. 

11  dnine  Duflield  was  the  son  of  the  Stuart’s  pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  George  Dulheld,  of 
the  hirst  Presbyterian  Church  in  Detroit. 

10  Dr.  1  urner  was  Medical  Director  &  Purveyor,  stationed  at  the  Presidio,  San 

Francisco,  Cal.  IIis  superior  oflicer  was  Surgeon  Cencial  Thomas  Lawson,  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C. 


Detroit,  July  20,  1  8r,o 

Dearest  Kate- 

Some  days  have  elapsed  since  my  last  date  which  I  did  not  mean 
should  occur— for  I  find  my  best  way  to  write  you  &  Mary  is  to  Jour¬ 
nalize,  loraltho  to  you  my  trash  may  be  uninteresting,  to  me  it  saves 
thought,  which  makes  monstrous  ship  wreck  of  my  weak  Brain— 

I  am  again  alone— save  Uncle,  They  have  all  gone  up  the  Lakes 
(i  e)  the  Stuarts— Lavinia  gone  to  Washington  to  meet  John— 

\ estu day  Bethune  was  here — he  promises  to  send  me  the  music, 
which  I  will  send  you— 

Our  City  as  in  general  is  very  healthy— Some  have  died  Sc  rather 
unexpectedly  with  Dysentary  &  some  complaining  with  it — I  have 
been  quite  unwell  all  night  with  it,  R:  feel  weak  this  morning — Uncle 
is  uncommonly  weak-Last  night  Mrs  Scovel’s  Baby  died,  &  Last 
Sunday  Mis  Mott  Williams  buried  her  little  girl  20  Months  old _ 
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Mr  Stevens  death  was  unexpected— Do  you  remember  our  Sexton 
Chambers— lie  was  buried  last  Sunday.—  1  believe  he  walked  about 
until  two  days  before  he  died— You  must  be  content  with  an  apology 
for  a  letter,  I  cannot  write  today— 

1  o  morrow  I  shall  send  off  the  Map— I  shall  have  to  send  it  to 
ip  bond  Street,  as  the  Express  seem  to  know  nothing  of  such  a  place 
as  Morristown— 

1  wish  you  would  tell  Mr  b— that  yesterday  I  rccieved  a  letter  from 
Mary  in  which  she  says  she  will  want  that  $200  which  are  between 
ber  &  me,  &:  never  was  put  in  the  Docks  acct— She  woidd  not  deposite 
it  lor  her  own  reasons,  &  begged  me  to  use  it  in  house  keeping,  being 
ready  to  hand  it  to  her  when  ever  she  might  want  it— She  says  I  must 
get  Mr  b  to  arrange  it  for  her— Ask  him  to  please  let  me  knots'  how 
to  manage  it— 

1  oday  I  reed  a  Dlt.  from  Burch  &c  lor  $36-15  which  he  says  should 
have  been  paid  before  in  the  settlement  of  the  Rice  affair— Shall  I 
send  this  to  Mary  &  continue  from  time  to  lime  to  send  such  when 
I  get  them  until  all  are  pd?  or  a  Dlt.  at  once  for  the  $220,  the  $20 
1  pay  her  for  the  Table  covers,  Sc  Carpet,  which  she  brought  out,  & 
ruined  while  here— 

My  Sibley  Screen  Fence— Shutters  &:  Side  Walk,  have  cost  $85! 

Every  word  that  those  Scotchmen  told  about  the  elegant  Counting 
Room— Stuffed  chairs— Chaise— Phaeton  See  is  true— You  hear  no 
boasting  of  money  from  either  father  or  son,  but  in  contrasting 
Countries,  Jvc— The  Young  one  lets  out  enough  to  let  me  see  that 
nothing  has  been  exaggerated— For  instance,  he  says— Now  in  Eur¬ 
ope,  our  Counting  Rooms  are  as  sacred  as  a  Gentlemans  parlor- 
just  the  same  ceremony— &  no  man  would  presume  to  occupy  the 
time  there  except  in  business  matters,  &  not  much  of  that— for  from 
every  large  counting  room— is  a  room  off— where  the  head  is  always 
to  be  found,  there  they  retire  to  do  or  talk  the  business,  never  in  the 
Counting  Room,— &  from  Ten  ’till  five— Nothing  is  thought  of  but 
business— but  you  may  be  sure— when  5  comes,  we  gladly  ride  off. 

They  have  settled  (the  Old  Man  says)  In  a  most  beautiful  place 
3  miles  from  Edinburgh— evidently  the  boys  rule  until  the  old  man 
shakes  himself,  Se  comes  to  the  suspicions  that  “the  pupies  would  be 
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dictating  to  me,  &  I  know  nothing  as  they,-*:  then  I  just  tell  ihcni 
am  their  Master,  &  right  or  wrong  it  shall  he  as  1  say”— “Aye  hut 

thcy;  tl,C  Lads  :,rc  ve,y  very  shrewd,  and  .hey  have  planned 

our  large  scale  ol  business  by  which  we  made  our  money,  lor  ye  see 

we  were  the  largest  in  I£dinbmo-&  then  ye  see,  I  just  slip  out  &  tell 
t  'em,  have  it  your  own  way,  &  then  ye  can  only  hlamc  ycrscls’-iJut 
>ou  will  see  them  God  willing,  &  admire  the  modest  Son— 

Mylove  to  my  blessed  children-May  their  life  and  heal.lt  be  prcci- 
ous  w.ili  God— I  am  all  the  time  in  your  midst-]  found  dear  Tom's1 
burnt  shoe,  &  his  little  Straw  Hat,  which  look  like  him,  1  have  put 
Ihen,  on  top  ol  your  fathers  hat,  looking  at  them  always  gives  me  a 
joylul  sadness  (or  all  tho  tee  arc  lonely- They  are  in  infinite  bliss— 
U  hat  selfishness  to  have  one  sorrowing  feeling  for  such  joyous  events 
~  lo'VS00'1  wc  sha11  sec  them  face  to  lacel  Johnny's2  Red  Halt.  Sack 
tangs  in  my  room-it  looks  just  like  that  precious  boy's  Sack'-Oh 
how  earnestly  I  wish  a  Lake  did  not  separate  us— 

Did  I  tell  you  that  Mr  Gibbs  of  Chicago  came  to  see  me?  I  lis  in- 
hint  is  in  her  father’s  home— 

My  love  to  Mr  baker  fc  all  in  11.  StreeG-My  grateful  regards  to 
your  valuable  neighbor  Mrs  Stiles— 

M  ilh  much  love  lor  yourself,  from 

Your  A  1ft.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

.!  ',hC  "iCknamc  ol  CcorRc  Franklin  Turner  Jr.  who  diet  July  ... 

-Johnny  was  Joint  Stuart  Jr.Miu  of  David  &  Sarah.  I  le  was  horn  Ian  , 

J  lJoiu!  Street,  home  of  W.  C.  Baker**  father. 


Dearest  Kate— 


Detroit,  August  ist,  1850 


Since  I  mailed  my  letter,  I  remember  that  1  did  not  mention  that 
an  other  assessment  of  One  I  kindred  &  Eight  1  )ollars  had  been  made- 
on  Copper  Stock.  Not  knowing  any  thing  about  it,  &  being  naturally 
timid,  I  remind  myself  ol  Ma— I  keep  up  a  terrible  growling  &  fed 
very  much  afraid  that  (the  whole  affair  being  in  the  hands  of  irri- 


■ 


I  *» 


. ,  ,IM1,  •  /  *jti,  v  r.  ‘  jfli  < 

I ........  I  •  . . 

. . .  .  r1’: 

.  .  4„.  J.t  it  r, l Vf/i 


„(i  -I,. . ..•>,»!*  -I  "< 

•■■■•  >«•*'  ••  • '  !  !>l  r  '  •  •.  .  ,nnl 


M,  . .  1  :  "! 

7;rr;' ’ ..  . n, 


,  ,  yW-  •’  vs»e  .H  Li  He  *  wi  1M  01  •■*«!  <M 

i! /,  ll  !  II  -MbijIi.V  ">« 


I  III  *'*  ** 

imltlgiaii sldsuliit 'WK'(  1 


— imi-' 1 

*•- . . ■•i*~s2&s!£££ 


,  loi  ] , •,  mi  j  xi  i  •  1  jiifl  t  i  -  .r>  ‘  /m  •  -1 

,  ,  imbnirH  -jciOtoifism  '**w .  w#»Ja 

lb  ...  «•»  .<)  •  *«'•  ■>'  '  ' 

n  :  H-'l'/  .li  .  » .  I  Tl  rf. 

1  i  *.*•  «|..  «*><  *-*M  »•«««.  I  *•»» 


I 


STUART  LETTERS  115 

1  ij ions  Yankees)  thus  far  has  gone  to  pay  salaries  of  friends— this  may 
he  suspicion  engendered  by  my  ignorance— 

I  see  by  the  papers— Jacobus— you  remember  the  Cabinet  maker 
in  Chicago?— is  dead!  only  3  1  years  of  age— Cholerea— 

Uncle  the  most  of  this  week  has  been  so  feeble  that  he  was  scarcely 
able  10  rise  Irom  his  bed— This  afternoon  he  has  gone  to  Canada  to 
visit  Mrs  Reynolds! 

Sarah  has  just  left— She  says  that  Joe  Clarke  told  her,  that  before 
1  less  lei  1  here,  he  borrowed  from  Coin.  Grayson  $80— which  he  never 
paid— After  he  went  to  N.York  he  wrote  him  requesting  him  to 
honor  a  Dlt.  for  him  of  $150— of  course,  Mr  M— is  a  bye  word  a 
hissing  here— He  has  taught  11s  a  lesson— We  must  be  cautious,  in 
this  day  of  foreign  immigration— My  Mother  had  some  wise  sayings, 
among  them  was  “Tis  easier  courting  on  than  oil”— 

Mrs  'Terry1  has  a  Sister— arrived  here  calling  herself  Mrs  Gilling¬ 
ham  Host  wick,-  who  gives  a  concert  to  night,  ’tis  said  she  surpasses 
Mrs  Terry  exceedingly— l  hope  she  will  have  a  full  house— 

3rd— I  have  just  recievcd  your  welcome  letter  of  30  Ult.  for  which 
I  thank  you,  for  I  am  sure  it.  must  be  a  great  effort,  with  your  great 
care,  to  make  time  to  write  a  letter— 

Hut  1  am  sorry  to  see  you  so  buoyant  about  Uncle  Alexander— I 
thought  that  I  had  portrayed  him  exactly— &  if  you  read  my  letter 
again,  1  think  you  will  find  that  you  have  no  encouragement  to 
imagine  any  thing  ol  your  father— In  form,  much  as  your  Uncle 
Thorne  was  when  I  last  saw  him— In  face,  not  unlike  Dave  Smart- 
In  manners,  like  Frazer  ol  Sagina— In  mind  or  intellect,  exactly  like 

Uncle - all  his  quick  perception  of  certain  things,  all  his  obtuseness 

in  comprehension  of  subjects,  all  his  hurley  Burleyness—  Hut  a  warm, 
generous,  affectionate  heart  which  covers  up  all  deficiencies— exces- 
sively  diffident— says  that  he  ‘‘does  not  understand  one  word  of  com¬ 
mon  conversation”— His  son,  I  would  be  thankful  if  either  of  mine 
were  like  him— He  has  all  that  diffidence  which  young  Scotchmen 
possess— only  painful  to  himself— They  have  brought  likenesses  of 
the  whole  family— Aunt  Kate  &  you,  are  the  image  of  each  other— 
'Their  Mary  8c  ours,  the  image  of  each  other— James  &:  Hob— John,  a 
handsomer  face  than  belongs  to  the  Stuarts ,  I  rather  think  from  the 
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I  eat  m  es,  they  arc  the  Mother’s  side  of  the  house,  She  must  have  been 
very  pretty,  as  well  as  very  good,  &  very  sensiblc-evidently,  in  losing 
her,  they  have  lost  their  head— 


I  felt  sadly  on  reading  your  letter,  &  sighed  because  1  could  not 
be  with  you  to  share  your  burden-You  have  really  been  unlor  tunate 
in  your  domestics-But  you  remember  I  told  you,  you  need  not  ex¬ 
pect  to  get  along  with  any  comfort,  or  order,  expecting  your  up  Stair 
girl  to  do  her  work,  &  act  as  nurse-they  will  not  do  it,  nor  will  the 
Kitchen  girl  give  the  least  assistance  to  the  upstairs  work-altho  in 
•such  a  family  as  yours,  a  smart  girl  could  with  case  do  the  Cooking 

&  Chanibcr  wolk»  leaving  Kitty  for  You  &  the  children-we  have  to 
pay  R:  they  rule— that  is  the  order  of  the  day— 


1  am  glad  for  poor  Kitty's'*  sake  that  things  have  taken  the  turn 
they  ha\e— She  has  heart,  R:  for  her  to  come  home  would  be  despera¬ 
tion— her  sisters  Sc  brothers  arc  all  at  home  &  cannot  get  an  hours 
work— her  poor  Mother  seems  almost  distracted— Kitty  is  happy  in 
being  circumstanced  as  she  is  &  1  hope  she  will  profit  by  the  lesson 
she  has  iccieved  But  do  not  for  any  consideration  permit  her,  to 
hnd  fault  with  nor  strike  your  children— not  for  their  baths  sake- 


inn  their  future  character,  &  souls  salvation— 'Tis  hard  for  the  Spirit 
ol  God  to  influence  a  boisterous— contentious— malicious  Spirit,  and 
children  arc  made  so,  by  nurses  Rj  bad  example— poor  Mrs  Lcdyard 
leels  that  her  children  have  (in  principles)  been  sadly  injured  by 
Servants— We  do  not  entrust  our  Money— jewels— R:c— to  the  care  of 


Servants— Our  Jewels  for  Eternity  must  be  kept  from  their  influ¬ 
ence  as  much  as  possible-Lct  Kitty  feel  Mr  Baker’s  hot  displeasure, 
the  moment  she  interferes  with  government  — 

-Did  Mary  mean  you  to  wash  the  floor!  fool-You  had  no  business 
to  give  her  half  Doll.—  I  would  have  pd  her  passage,  &  told  her  that 
the  intelligence  man  had  sent  a  wrong  person— You  wanted  a  girl 
to  do  your  work  R:  not  a  fancy  article— I  suppose  she  was  to  eat  at 
Table  with  you— how  absurd! 


I  am  delighted  that  Mr  B’s  father  visits  you  so  olten-In  spite  of 
himself  those  blessed  children  will  be  come  identified  with  him— 
When  he  is  with  you— Let  every  thing  tend  to  his  comfort  &  happi- 
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ness— Hut  why  does  not  Mrs  IS.  accompany  him?— I  am  afraid  Kate 
that  your  Sans  suci  maimer  has  thrown  cold  water  upon  her  visit  ing 
always  with  him— Oh,  make  her  feel,  that  she  is  William  Baker's 
Mother  in  your  heart— Do  not  stiller  a  division  of  family  feeling  (i.e.) 
1  hat  Mr  B  v  isit  among  his  children— 8c  She  among  hers— When  they 
were  all  young,  she  made  them  hers1— cv.cry  thing  depends  upon  you 
—  let  her  feci  that  you  are  happy  to  have  her;— &  then  they  will  be 
much  happier,  than  they  can  be— by  one  visiting  in  one  place  R:  the 
other  in  an  other— 

I  am  perfectly  surprized  at  your  sentence,  “I  want  you  to  send 
some  message  to  Bessie”— If  I  have  not,  it  is  because  I  have  been 
afraid  that  you  would  tire  with  what  to  you  might  seem  senseless 
stull— for  always,  when  I  write—  1  he  ,j  are  grouped  in  my  heart,  as 
vividly  as  though  they  were  before  my  eyes— &  to  be  asked  to  send  a 
message  to  my  blessed  interesting  mischievous  Bessie  really  puts  me 

to  shame - begun  to  be  a  good  girl!”  I  never  knew  her  any  thing 

else— My  sweet  little  interesting  companion  by  night:  You,  nor  any 
one  else  can  never  know,  how  much  company,  &  comfort,  those  three 
sweet  children  were  to  me  by  night!  I  never  dared  to  tell  about  their 
interesting  &  intelligent  conversation,  for  fear  it  might  be  thought 
‘old  womans  folly”— My  blessed  Bessie  early  in  the  morning  like  a 
lady  would  ask  Jiermission  to  come  in  my  bed,  &  snuggle  up  to  me  & 
lie  like  a  little  Lamb  R:  listen  to  M  iss  Fan’s  Klocu lion— One  thing  site 
never  would  be  taught,  &  if  she  learned,  she  shut  it  up  closely— Fell 
my  precious  Bessie  that  Grandma  is  delighted  to  hear  what  a  good 
sweet  child  she  is,  R:  that  she  loves  to  go  to  Sab.  School  R:  learn  her 
verses— 1  expect  to  be  very  happy  when  She  R:  Mary  R:  our  little  Fan, 
will  bring  me  their  Books,  to  Shew  how  many  beautiful  verses  they 
have  learned  R:  how  much  of  the  Bible,  which  are  to  teach  them  how 
much  God  loves  such  dear  children,  who  love  to  hear  of  Him— Who 
love  the  Sab.  School,  where  they  learn  all  about  Him,— &  who  try 
always  to  remember  that  God  sees  &  hears  them,  R:  will  always  do 
what  is  pleasing  to  Him— 

God  willing— 1  have  got  a  plan  for  next  summer— Mr  R:  Mrs  Baker 
Must  spend  their  Summer  in  Morristown  where  he  can  run  to 
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STUA  liT  LETTERS 


—  Blessed  child,  how  1  wish  I  could  see  hcr-Cull  ihem  nil  up  &  give 


to  he  Master,  you  Mistress,  Sc  whether  1  want  it 
stances  have  most  kindly  conspired  to  make  me  Mi 
body  without  the  head!!  The  great  change  will  soon 
me  grace,  that  the  body  &:  head  may  be  reunited— 


soon  come— ( »od  give 


I  am  glad  that  your  Pianno  is  at  home  &  glad  that  you  feel  bound 
to  assist  Miss  Stites — it  will  benefit  you  very  muc  h  — 


lor  why  would  it  be  covered”— but  late  at  night— for  I  could  not  sleep 
1  opened  every  paper  &  what  had  passed  through  my  hands  live  or 
st\  times  foi  an  old  lettei,  I  lound  was  the  Bond  ].p)l  1  he  next  day 
Walker  straightened  all  my  difficulties — 

I  saw  Meeker  on  his  way  from  Chicago,  he  told  me  that  the  day 
before  he  left  Mrs  Jvinzie’s  little  Frank  had  died  with  Cholerea-We 
have  had  one  case  of  decided  Cholerea  last  night  (7th)  the  man  died 
in  lour  hours  from  the  time  ol  being  taken— 

Mi  \\  alkei  wrote  Mr  Baker  about  the  Vai  ick  St.  money — we  wait 
lot  his  answei  a  Mi  \\  at  kins  is  anxious  to  buy  1 1  lose  two  C » .  Circus''’ 
Lots,  ollcis  a  thousand  Dolls,  lor  them — ask  Mr  Baker  to  give  all  his 
views  upon  selling-(Title  &c  risked  See)  a  Thousand  dollars  at  inter¬ 
est  10  perct:  will  soon  replace  Lots  which  are  a  constant  bill  of  ex¬ 
pense— &  now,  they  have  become  pavement  mad— they  are  going  to 
pave  Woodbridge  Street!— All  who  have  vacant  lots  are  trying  to 
sell— 

I  am  getting  in  our  Winter’s  Wood— $2-25  per  Chord— I  pay  32 
cts  per  Chd.  carting— 
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STUART  LETTERS 


i  M) 


M  rs  I  d  ry’s  Sister  has  carried  every  body  captive— She  had  a  house 
jammed— 


Poor  old  Mr  Kiepel,  it  is  believed,  must  die,  he  is  very  ill— 

1  am  ashamed  ol  my  letter,  but  you  see  1  have  been  a  week  about 
it— Sth— I  have  not  been,  noram  I  sick,— but  I  am  so  completely  pros¬ 
trated  that  I  am  hall  the  time  on  the  Bed— I  am  very  much  as  1  was, 
when  first  attacked  with  Asthma— Before  a  Physician  was  called— It 

distresses  me  to  move  (piickly  or  go  up  stairs— No  appetite - &  my 

head  distresses— 


'I  he  weather  is  oppressively  warm,  Our  city  until  the  last  week 
unusually  healthy— We  have  had  several  cases  of  Cholerca— 

\\  ith  much  love  to  you  both,  from  your 


Aflcctionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


1  Mrs.  Adrian  Russell  Terry,  nee  Louisa  Gillingham.  Both  Dr.  &:  Mrs.  Terry  were 
fine  musicians. 

-  Mrs.  Gillingham  Bostwick  gave  a  concert  at  the  National  Hotel,  in  Detroit,  on 
August  (1,  1 850. 

•*  Kilty  Neal  was  Kate  Stuart  Baker’s  maid. 

‘  l.ooe  Baker  had  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  Mrs.  Peter  Philip  Kean,  his  second 
wife,  whom  lie  married  Jail.  (>,  1831,  had  had  two  sons  and  six  daughters  by  her 
first  marriage. 

5  Grand  Circus. 


Detroit,  Aug.  28th,  1850 

Dear  Son— 

1  am  like  Solomon’s  wicked  Mother,  1  would  fain  have  you  cut  in 
two,  8c  give  one  half  to  Kate  8c  your  father,  8c  take  the  other  myself— 
Weaknesses  may  as  well  be  told  as  cherished,  &  I  am  now  bothered 
about  De  Selden— Will  you  now  write  to  him  for  the  Money  col¬ 
lected  for  the  March  note  &  July— he  neither  writes  nor  sends— I 
would  get  it  immediately— you  may  depend  upon  it  all  is  not  as  it 
should  be,  else,  why  not  send  as  he  collects?  You  need  not  be  sur¬ 
prized  if  next  you  see  my  name  alongside  Suydatn,  Sage  8c  Co- 
Hunter  8c  Co— 

Oh,  how  I  wish  I  could  have  you  near,  that  when  my  heart  beats 
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STUA  11  T  LETT EllS 


u  itli  wrong  about  money  matters,  your  speech  could  set  me  right— 
Now,  six  days  must  pass  before  I  am  relieved— 

Keep  for  yourself— out  of  DcSelden’s  Money  Two  Hundred  Dolls. 
K  that  will  square  us  off  for  the  present — 

Each  six  months  for  the  last  two  years  I  have  thought  “Well,  next 
six  months  I  shall  be  at  no  expense,  &  then  I  shall  retrench”— The 
next  six  come  &:  go— &  seem  worse  instead  of  better— "Why,  1  cannot 
tell  l  am  sine  my  expenses  are  greater  than  they  were  in  my  hus¬ 
band’s  life  for  the  last  Nine  Years - Surely  it  is  not  that  1  am  dis¬ 

posed  to  i  iot,  or  be  careless — God  Knows  I  do  not  do  a  thing  nor  go 
as  high  in  expense  as  Ten  Dolls  that  I  do  not  first  ask— Would  I  do 
this  were  he  alive?  Be  my  friend— &  a  fearless  one— &  if  you  see  or 
know  or  hear  of  any  act  of  my  life  which  is  extravagant,  tell  me  of  it 
— &  I  shall  always  love  &  respect  you  for  it-I  need  others  eyes  as  well 
as  mine  to  see  my  faults— 

I  am  driven  to  having  another  Portrait  for  Mr  A  Stuart— When 
the  one  which  I  designed  for  Kate  came  home  1  saw  that  he  thought 
it  was  lor  him— R:  soon  remarked  that  1  was  going  to  send  that  to  M rs 
Baker— but  I  should  have  one  ready  to  go  to  Scotland  ice1— Writing 
of  this  reminds  me  of  frame  fee— Also  keep  out  of  the  DeSclden 
Money— Idle  transportation  of  the  Picture  &  framing— have  the 
frame  to  correspond  with  your  lather’s— They  are  fit  company,  such 
men  are  not  common— 

G.  Porter  told  Mr  Walker  that  $1000  were  wanting  by  the  Brown 
Heirs  to  build  a  Store  on  Woodward  Avenue— On  inquiry  Mr  W— 
found  that  Mr  Hastings  was  the  guardian— He  'went  to  Mr  Hastings 
—who  told  him  that  for  the  present  the  plan  was  abandoned— but 
that  he  would  esteem  it  an  accommodation  to  get  the  Ninon— to  pay 
to  a  person  in  N.York  who  held  a  Mortgage  on  his  house,  which 
Mortgage  he  would  transfer  to  me— VanDykc  takes  the  three  Thou¬ 
sand  as  you  propose— prefers  taking  it  one  thousand  at  a  time  to  hav¬ 
ing  it  all  at  once— In  Oct.  Redfields  comes  in,  1  see  no  prospect  of 
investing  it  here  advantageously— There  are  enough  who  want  it  but 
not  who  can  ever  pay  the  interest,  What  do  you  say  to  my  taking 
one  of  the  $1000  which  will  be  lying  idle  in  Bank  k  investing  in 
R.R. Bonds?— I  low  would  it  do  to  apply  to  Burch,  I  understand  that 
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arrangements  are  being  made  to  build  Stores  in  Chicago— Walker 
says  as  far  as  he  can  learn— All  with  us  who  are  building  Stores  arc 
men  who  have  their  own  means,  &  will  not  pay  interest— 

John  left  us  yesterday-—  Lavinia  will  remain  at  home  until  he  can 
learn  where  the  Steamer  is  to  winter— some  say  here— some  in  Buffalo 
—some  in  Erie— 

1  have  not  heard  one  word  from  Ellen3  so  that  I  do  not  know  what 


her  arrangements  arc— 

Our  Scotch  friends  are  in  one  respect  Burns’  Scotch— "they  aye 
keep  something  to  theirsels  that  ithcr  bodys  Een  not’’  1  do  not  know 
anything  of  their  plans— Sometimes  they  talk  as  if  they  should  leave 
next  week,  R:  then  as  if  they  had  not  begun  to  think  of  departure— 
Mrs  Cass  gave  a  large  party  night  before  last— the  young  party  all 
went,  the  Ofliccrs  of  the  Steamer  were  there— 

"My  pleasant"  John  took  them  to  the  Water  Works— Saw  Mills— 
Sash  Factories  &c— Fort,  with  which  they  seemed  very  much  pleased 


—When  they  come  to  you— 1  would  be  glad  if  you  would  so  manage 
things— that  after  their  visit  is  through  with  you,  R:  they  go  to  N.York 
to  embark,  that  you  would  take  them  over  to  Maria’s'  to  tea  only— 
I  have  a  motive  for  asking  this— 

Tell  K,  if  you  please— that  I  sent  word  to  Kitty’s  mother  about  the 
money— but  have  heard  nothing— She  has  opened  a  grocery  store  & 
is  doing  very  well— 

We  are  all  blessed  with  uncommon  health,  except  my  last  week, 
with  asthma— My  kind  regards  to  your  family  in  Ii.  Street— love  to 
Kate  &  my  sweet  little  four— My  precious  little  Fan— how  kind  you 
were  to  carry  corn  for  sweet  Tommy!3— but  he  is  so  happy,  that  he 
does  not  want  any  thing  which  you  can  give  him,  he  wishes  that  you 
R:  dear  sisters,  Mary— Bessie  R:  Eli/a  Wardell,  were  as  happy  as  he, 
or  that  you  too  could  be  with  him  in  Heaven— Dear  Bessie,  you  re¬ 
member  your  beautiful  verse  “Suffer  little  children”  R:c— Tommy 
now  is  in  that  same  Saviour’s  arms,  who  took  little  children  R:  so 
spoke  of  and  to  them— You,  dear  Mary,  know  more  of  this  blessed 
Savior  than  your  little  Sisters— You  used  to  tell  me  that  you  loved 
Him— R:  you  always  felt  sorry  when  you  knew  that  you  had  sinned 
against  Him— He  loves  you  iny  precious  children  more  than  Father, 
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Mother,  Grand  Father  or  Grand  Mother  know  how  to  lovc-Wc  ill 
can  only  guard  your  Mind  &  Body-But  the  Saviom  takes  care  of 
your  Soul-May  you  all  love  Him  because  lie  so  dearly  loves  you- 
A  kiss  for  you  each— with  kind  remembrance  to  your  Kitty-Grand 

1  °thcr  Pra>'s  tonstamly  you  may  early  become  the  children, 
t  ic  servants  of  God-Accept,  my  beloved  Son,  the  grateful  affection 
°1  1L1  ^  ho  has  the  happiness  ol  signing  your 

Mother  E.E.S. 

Excuse  Errors— I  have  not  time  to  look  it  over— Tell  Kate  that 
poor  Chat  lott  has  become  a  daily  Beggar  for  cold  provision.- 1  lus- 
band  ofl— She  knows  not  where— 


1  This  portrait  is  now  owned  by  Helen  Stuart  Marian. 

‘  Aug‘  7*  Stuart  was  ordered  to  U.S.S.  Michigan,  ouiMng  on 


tlic  Great 


Ellen,  wife  of  Robert  Stuart  Jr. 

‘  Maria  Sullivan  Thorne's— sister  of  L.H.S. 
r'  Tommy— George  Franklin  Turner  Jr. 


.  Detroit,  Sept,  i st,  1 8xo 

Dearest  Kate— 

1  low  earnestly  I  wish  I  could  live  by  the  council  given  me  by  your 
father  m  a  dream  a  year  since-*:  repeated  by  your  blessed  husband 
-but  n  is  a  constitutional  infirmity,  to  be  overpowered  with  care— 

Now  that  I  believe  all  things  arc  again  straight,  I  trust,  I  will  no 
longer  stiller  trash ,  to  corrode  my  peace — 

l‘oor  Kitty  Neil’s1  hard  earned  $.]  have  never  reached  her  Mother 
-  I  hey  are  now  doing  very  well-the  two  boys  have  hired  out-Ellcn 
is  Housekeeper,  their  Mother  keeps  a  Grocery-Kitty  wrote  me  a 
1  cally  interesting  note,  in  which  she  enclosed  a  lock  ol  dear  Tom’s- 
hair— Speaks  rapturously  of  all  the  children,  they  are  such  as  the 

world  cannot  produce  their  superior— “Iya3  is  a  blessed  Angel  of 
Heaven”-  ° 

I  trust  ere  this  Mr  Baker  is  entirely  recovered— poor  Man,  he  has 
a  good  many  hanging  to  his  Skirts!— I  always  valued  character,  but 
daily  its  inestimable  value  is  thrust  upon  me— 
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How  often  your  precious  father  used  to  say  “How  little  gumption 
rules  the  world!’’— 1  find  it  so,  I  am  amazed  to  find  how  generally— 
Men  are  without  common  sense,  &  go  hurly  burly  through  the  woi  Id 
—Your  husband  must  do  my  thinking,  &  keep  things  straight  &  every 
business  event  1  shall  transmit  to  him,  &  he  must  take  care  of  it— 

1  begin  then— Spillman —  Jessup,  I  bet  are  Locos,  they  are  a  worth¬ 
less  set  -On  Saturday  Spillman  paid  half  $8-75— he  said  he  would 
not  be  responsible  for  Jessup— Jessup  cannot  pay  an) thing— “be¬ 
cause  he  has  just  been  getting  married,  which  has  kind  of  invested 
him  in  extra  expense”— 

Red  field  wishes  to  keep  the  money  Sc  we  are  glad  of  it— Except  the 
Firemen’s  Hall— There  is  not  an  other  advantageous  opportunity 
for  investing— Plenty  want  the  money,  but  they  arc  Bramins  &  Spill¬ 
mans— Mr  Walker  thinks  that  by  spring,— again  opportunities  will 
occur  for  safe  investments— 

1  ell  Mr  B— I  understand  all  about  the  Uncle  Money— it  was  the 
Sullivan  estate  money— When  1  can  I  shall  add  to  Uncle’s,  &  in  the 
name  of  R.  S.  Est.— shall  do  the  best  that  can  be  done  with  it— 

You  may  depend  upon  it,  Copper  Stock  walks  as  soon  as  1  can  get 
any  body  to  patronize  it— 

Uncle’s  Money  was  pd  in  Can.  Money— They  would  not  take  it  in 
Bank  &  it  was  in  hundred  &  fifty  l)ol.  Bills— 1  had  to  get  it  cxcli.  in 
to  Bankable  Money,  for  which  I  paid  Two  pr.  ct.— considering  this, 
will  Uncle’s  interest  on  16  Nov.  be  $4-63? 

1  am  rejoiced  that  you  have  such  kind  friends  in  Mr  Stiles  family 
&  that  you  are  so  happy— God  has  been  good  to  us  all,  Christian 
friends  are  precious— 

You  complain  of  Mary  not  writing— read  what  she  writes  in  a  letter 
to  me  reed  yesterday— “Letter  writing  is  a  perfect  bore  to  me,  “to 
you,  Sc  Kale ,  I  love  to  write,  for  I  can  write  of  him,4  &  you  both  under¬ 
stand  me,  but  even  my  children,  particularly  Kitty,  do  not  love  to 
hear  me  speak  of  him,  because  it  makes  her  unhappy”  R:c. 

I  am  delighted  to  hear  of  Mrs  Lewis— &  I  beg  you  will  join  her 
Class.—  When  I  think  of  a  woman  being  only  good  at  Music— Sc  satis¬ 
fied  to  occupie  her  whole  time  in  this  way,  I  say  better  that  music 
were  never  taught— but  when  a  woman  will  divide  her  duties,  so  as 
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to  redeem  time  for  Music— it  is  delightful— it  is  praisewoi  thy- -&  use¬ 
ful  because,  she  can  g i\  e  i o  her  ch ildren  tluit ,  which  will  make  many 
an  hour  pass  pleasantly,  &  virtuously— Every  thing  seems  to  conspire 
to  add  to  the  pleasure  of  your  life — the  delightful  ride  occasionally 
to  Ursinno’—  not  any  the  least— 

I  hope  Mr  L  Baker  is  restored— When  your  father  suffered  with 
mflamaloi )  1  hcumatisni,  he  was  much  relieved  from  Potassium  in 
my  doses— 

I  am  afraid,  dear  Kate,  that  Mary’s  brain  is  too  severely  tasked— 
her  habits  may  cause  sudden  death— or  Spinal  affection— I  would 
make  hei  jump  tope,  R:  run  hard — I  am  afraid  that  I  am  proud  of 
her— 

Did  you  notice  your  handkerchief  in  unrolling  the  Map? 

Bobs  little  girl0  is  the  immage  of  Fan,  acts  like  her  exactly— so  you 
may  be  sure  she  is  getting  into  my  heat  t-I  think  she,  too,  has  a  good 
head. 

No  body  knows  how  to  put  up  Tomatoes— You  remember,  we  had 
them  until  very  late  in  the  winter-I  Made  a  strong  brine  of  salt  Sc 
water  to  bear  a  potatoe,  R:  picked  them  on  a  dry  day — perfect ly  sound, 
Sc  put  them  in,  keeping  the  vessel  tight  from  the  air— 

John  says— “Mother,  ’t is  amusing  to  hear  you  fret  about  Kate— 
by  Jo,  she  is  the  best  housekeeper  I  know  anywhere,  her  Sweetmeats, 
&  every  thing  else  she  does,  is  just  as  nice  as  her  pastry”— which  I  am 
rejoiced  to  hcar-If  you  would  like  a  recipe  for  Catchup,  lor  Soup  Sc 
hash,  R:c— I  will  send  you  a  fine  one— 

You  speak  of  dear  Mary’s  Canary  Bird,  being  “pelted  by  the  pitti- 
less  Storm”— I  have  had  sad  scenes— I  had  five  most  beautiful  ones— 
so  far  advanced,  that  the  Mother  had  gone  to  setting  again— &  the 
wretched  girl  left  the  door  open  R:  away  they  all  flew— leaving  the 
two  old  ones;  in  time  two  beautiful  ones  were  so  far  advanced  that 
they  took  entire  care  of  themselves— in  the  morning  when  I  came 
down  stairs  the  same  girl  came  Sc  told  me  that  the  Singer— had  flown 
away— Lavinia  brought  a  beautiful  Male  Bird  from  the  East  &  we 
thought  we  should  have  from  the  two  young  ones  R:  the  two  old  ones 
a  fine  Brood— The  morning  after  the  old  Bird  had  escaped— I  found 
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the  two  beautiful  young  birds  dead  in  the  Cage!  a  Thousand  con¬ 
jectures  were  expended— It  had  been  a  cold  night  &  they  must  have 
perished  Irom  cold,  or  that  they  had  overeaten— but  what  could  have 
picked  out  the  eye  ol  one?  We  sympathised  with  the  lone  Mother  &c 
&:  one  day  last  week  while  at  dinner  we  were  all  aroused  into  aston¬ 
ishment,  by  hearing  the  uncommonly  fine  Notes  from  the  supposed 
Mother— She  had  escaped,  &  the  horrible  Male  Bird  had  killed  the 
poor  little  creatures— I  dislike  him  so  much  that  I  do  not  want  to 
feed  it.— 


I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  my  sweet  Bessie  is  such  a  good,  smart, 
interesting  little  girl— Aunt  Lavinia  says  that  she  is  a  sweet  creature 
—Oh,  how  I  should  love  to  be  dropped  in  their  midst— Kiss  each  one 
for  Grand  Ma— 

With  love  to  you  both,  from  your 


Afft.  Mother 

E.E.S. 


I  can  give  you  no  intelligence  about  the  Stuarts-Thcy  follow 
Burns  advice  “Let  no  man  keck  through  ye”— “Ay,  keep  something 
to  ye  sell,  ye  let  not  an  ither  know”— I  can  not  tell  you  anything  of 
their  movements— 

Ellen,7  Nurse  &:  child  are  here— She  too  adheres  to  Burns  council 

—She  practices  the  most  rigid  economy  in  all  things - “Bob  lias  left 

her  an  allotment  1  icket,  which  she  thinks  ought  to  defray  her  ex¬ 
penses  with  what  she  recieves  from  home”— 

Cairns  has  a  married  sister  come  out  from  England,  who  with 
Cairns’  wife— 8c  Jessie  are  making  a  d  our  of  Springs,  Falls,  &:c. 

John  joined  his  Vessel  in  Erie— Lavinia  still  with  me— Mrs 
McCrea  is  with  Sarah— I  think  you  will  not  find  fault  with  want  of 
news— 

I  ell  Kitty  I  thank  her  very  much  for  her  Kind  remembrance  of 
me— In  love  your  afft.  Mother. 

Always  remember  me  to  friends  in  Bond  Street 

Sept.  2nd— Hess  has  just  paid  $7-80  on  a/c  of  of  principal  $80.70 
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Brg  Mr  B.  to  kcej)  all  these— for  I  lear  things  will  not  he  kept  up 
as  I  could  wish— 


1  Kitty  Neil  \v;ts  Kate  Baker’s  maid — from  Detroit. 

1 1)111  —  George  I  ratiklin  Tm  ner  Jr. 

:t  Kli/a  Warden  Baker? 


1  Mary’s  baby,  who  died  July  ». 

■'  l  isino,  a  stately  mansion  near  Kli/aheth,  New  Jersey,  on  the  road  to  Morristown, 
was  the  home  of  John  Kean,  son  of  Mrs.  I.ooe  Baker,  hy  her  first  husband,  i’eler 
l’lnlip  Kean.  John  Kean  was,  therefore,  the  stephrothei  of  William  Baker. 

1  he  house  was  built  by  William  Livingston,  the  first  governor  of  New  Jersey  as 
a  State.  Me  named  tt  "Liberty  Hall.”  in  1792  he  sold  the  place  to  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
who  later  sold  it  to  Governor  Livingston’s  niece,  Mrs.  Susan  Livingston  Kean,' widow 
of  John  Kean.  On  July  2,  1800,  Mrs.  John  Kean  married  Julien  IJrsin  Niemtewie/, 
a  Polish  patriot,  and  renamed  the  estate  “Ursino”  in  his  hoimr. 


Mrs  Niemcewicz’  son,  Peter  Philip  Kean,  died  October  2,  .828,  and  his  widow, 
Sarah  Sabina  (Morris)  Kean,  married  I.ooe  Baker  011  January  (i,  1831.  When  Mrs. 
Niemcewicz  died  May  i.|,  183:5,  at  the  home  of  I.ooe  Baker  in  New  York  City,  she  left 
Misino  to  her  grandson,  John  Kean. 

I  he  family  relationship  was  a  happy  one,  and  the  Keans  and  Bakers  were  dose 
friends.  (N.  J.  Historical  Society  and  N.  Y.  I  listorical  Society). 

0  Virginia  Stuart,  daughter  of  Robert  Stuart  Jr. 
l.llcn  Stuait,  wife  of  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  with  her  baby,  Viiginia. 


Eric,  271I1  Sept.  1850. 

My  dearest  Sister 

I  suppose  better  late  than  never,  but  indeed,  my  dear  Kate,  since 
I  parted  with  you  in  August  last,  I  have  been  so  engaged  that  it  has 
been  almost  impossible  lor  me  to  find  time  to  write.  I  suppose  il  I 
was  a  gi cat  let t e  1  waiter  I  might  have  done  so,  but  you  know  what  a 
task  it  is  for  me  to  write  to  anyone. 

Alter  we  left  you  we  paid  a  short  visit  to  Sister  Mary  and  then  re¬ 
turned  to  New  York  and  took  in  charge  “Mrs.  Robt.  Stuart  jun.” 
child1  and  Sent,  and  brought  them  as  far  as  Buffalo  where  I  put 
them  on  board  a  Boat  bound  to  Erie.  I  never  wash  to  have  charge  of 
a  Baby  again  in  Rail  Road  cars. 

Well  site  started  for  Erie,  and  Lib  and  myself  for  Detroit.  I  re¬ 
mained  there  about  a  week,  when  the  Steamer  came  along  and  I 
reported  ior  duty.  We  came  down  to  Erie,  and  from  here  went  to 
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Buffalo.  Soon  alter  we  arrived  there  I  was  taken  sick  with  lever  and 
ague.  I  stood  it  out  on  board  for  a  week,  but  finding  that  1  was  to  be 
no  better  I  wrote  to  Lib  to  come  down,  and  1  got  permission  from 
the  ('apt .  to  come  up  to  Erie  and  wait  until  the  Steamer  should  come 
up,  and  here  we  are  at  the  Reed  House,  waiting  for  the  Steamer.  She 
will  be  here  in  a  lew  days  and  will  then  go  up  to  Detroit.  I  will  go  in 
and  Lib  will  go  up  about  the  same  time  to  get  her  things  and  will 
then  return  to  Krie  where  we  will  spend  the  winter.  1  have  a  line 
parlor  and  Red  Room  and  I  trust  she  will  be  happy  and  comfortable, 
il  she  is,  I  will  be.  1  care  more  for  her  happiness  than  I  do  for  my 
own.  She  is  just  what  I  supposed  she  was  before  I  married.  I  “took 
her  for  better,  lor  worse”  and  find  her  much  more  better  than  worse. 

She  gives  me  no  very  pleasant  news  from  home.  She  says  that  Sarah 
never  comes  up  to  the  house.  She  insists  upon  Mother  being  called 
the  old  lady  or  old  Mrs.  Stuart  and  that  she  is  Mrs.  Stuart  etc.  etc. 
She  says  that  Mother  feels  it,  and  at  times  makes  up  her  mind  to 
break  up  house  keeping. 

Now  1  will  tell  you  what  I  am  going  to  do  when  1  go  up,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  1  will  succeed,  for  1  believe  Mother  is  anxious  to  do  it,  and 
is  only  waiting  for  some  one  to  propose  it,  and  that  is  that  in  the 
Spring  she  breaks  tip  housekeeping  and  gets  Mr.  Baker  to  get  her 
some  small  place  near  you  in  Morristown.  She  is  unhappy  now.  I  do 
not  believe  that  now  she  is  alone  and  all  of  us  away  from  her  that  she 
spends  one  happy  or  pleasant  moment.  So  I  am  going  to  do  this,  and 
I  wish  you  would  write  to  her.  Do  not,  dear  Kate,  let  Lib’s  name  be 
mentioned,  or  that  you  have  heard  any  of  this. 

Lib  wishes  to  write  a  few  lines  on  this  sheet  so  I  will  leave  the  last 
page  for  her.  Love  to  Mr.  Baker.  Kiss  the  children  for  me  and  accept 
my  dearest  Sister  the  love  of 

Your  devoted  and  affectionate 
Brother  John. 

I  received  your  letter  my  dear  Sister  on  Thursday  evening  last, 
the  evening  before  I  left  Detroit.  1  need  not  tell  you  how  many  times 
I  had  wondered  at  your  silence.  Suffice  it  to  say,  your  letter  met  with 
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a  cordial  reception,  and  an  eager  perusal,  in  a  concert  room,  where 
I  had  gone  to  hear  the  much  admired  tones  of  a  Mrs.  Bostwick,  a  sis- 
tei  of  Mis.  Di.  1  ci  i) ,  who  had  been  spending  two  or  three  months 
in  Detroit.  She  sang  delightfully,  and  was  assisted  by  Mrs.  Terry  and 
Charley  Adams. 

We  arc  now  at  the  “Reed  I  louse”  and  probably  will  be  during  the 
winter.  We  had  some  thought  of  taking  B  obV  house  with  furniture, 
>ut  I*  Hen  was  “too  modest”  to  propose  letting  us  have  it,  and  we 
were  ‘too  modest”  to  propose  buying  it.  Thus  owing  to  the  excessive 
modesty  of  all  concerned,  Ellen  disposed  of  said  house  with  furniture 
to  another  gentleman  and  lady.  Ellen  is  fairly  ensconced  at  Mother's, 
having  appropriated  the  large  front  bedroom  to  her  own  use,  with 
her  nurse  and  child  upstairs. 

1  lie  piece  ol  music  to  which  you  refer,  “Oft  in  the  Stilly  Night,” 
is  arranged  expressly  lor  the  Harp,  but  is  not  published.  1  have^it  in 
manuscript,  and  will  copy  it  oil  for  you,  will  send  it  as  soon  as  I  can. 

1  here  was  a  great  scarcity  ol  news  in  Detroit.  Mr.  Wet  more  re¬ 
turned  with  his  bride,  whom  1  saw  at  the  Concert.  She  was  one  of  my 
old  acquaintances. 

What  do  you  think  of  your  Scotch  relations?''  You  do  not  see  in 
them  much  resemblance  to  your  Father,  do  you?  Do  you  not  con¬ 
sider  the  portrait”  sent  you  excellent?  It  was  so  pronounced  by 
those  who  saw  it  in  Detroit. 

"On  dit”  Mrs.  Tillman  is  “en  famille”,  also  Emily  Trowbridge, 
now  Mrs.  Colburne.  Mrs.  Sam  Watson  has  a  babe  about  three  weeks 
old.  1  saw  hei  a  lew  days  since,  she  was  looking  quite  pretty.  l)r.  I'd/ is 
at  tended  her. 


Ol  course  you  know  dial  Isabella  Nowell,  alias  Mrs.  Miller  has 
1  cl  111  ned.  She  is  vei  y  gay  I  he  family  are  yet  in  their  house,  but  are 
intending  to  go  soon  to  Crosse  Isle  where  they  have  bought  a  farm. 
You  have  heard  too  I  suppose  of  Major  Miller’s  death.  The*  children 
wall  probably  remain  with  his  friends.  Mrs.  Alex.  Campau  has  gone 
away  for  her  health. 

Mrs.  Wooclbridge’s  husband  has  come  home  on  a  leave  ol  absence. 

John  bought  in  New  York,  “Strike  the  Harp  gently,”  and  it  has 
been  sent  to  Mrs.  Brown. 
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Mr.  I  less  has  returned  to  Detroit  with  his  wife  and  two  children. 
Mother  despatched  me  to  call  for  her  on  Madame  Hess.  1  went  to  the 
National,  sent  for  the  lady,  who  in  a  few  moments  appeared.  She  is 
a  larger  woman  than  I  expected  to  see,  with  a  very  bad  mouth,  and  a 
swaggering  manner,  by  no  means  a  refined  lady.  She  wore  a  black 
dress,  blue  ribbon  around  her  neck,  with  collar  and  cull's  of  the  cot¬ 
ton  edging,  knit  with  coarse  thread  and  knitting  needles,  and  light 
shoes  which  she  took  pains  to  display  by  poking  out  her  feet  as  far  as 
length  ol  limb  would  permit.  Mr.  Hess  has  advertised  to  teach  on  the 
\  iolin,  Violoncello,  Flute,  Piano,  Singing,  Thorough  ‘  Base",  Com¬ 
position  &.C.,  Rrc.,  &c.  I  am  sure  he  will  have  none  of  his  old  scholars. 
Ilis  firmest  friends  have  lost  all  their  interest  in  him.  So  much  for 
1  less  and  Co. 

Now  I  must  tell  you  what  a  pleasant  tetc  a  tete  I  had  with  Frcd- 
erika  Premier.  She  passed  through  Detroit  about  three  weeks  since, 
and  slopped  at  the  “Exchange”.  A  Mr.  Biell  (staying  there  at  the 
t  ime)  invited  me  to  call  on  her  with  him,  which  thing  of  course  1  did. 
At  first  I  was  struck  with  her  very  insignificant  appearance.  She  is 
mui h  smaller  than  myself,  was  dressed  in  black  silk,  with  a  mantilla, 
a  lace  collar  four  times  larger  than  those  now  worn,  over  that,  a  large 
silk  (  ravat,  twisted  and  tied  into  tortures.  On  her  head  was  a  lace  cap 
(made  behind  in  the  form  of  a  half  handkerchief),  trimmed  with  such 
a  quantity  of  while  satin  ribbon  formed  into  such  innumerable  bows 
as  would  overpower  any  common  beholder.  I  Ier  hair  is  grey,  her  face 
quite  masculine,  her  skin  red  and  coarse.  Notwithstanding  all,  when 
we  became  engaged  in  conversation,  1  liked  her  exceedingly,  and 
came  away  wishing  I  might  enjoy  her  society  for  a  week.  She  spoke 
very  feelingly  of  the  kindness  she  had  received  in  America,  of  the 
many  ‘‘beautiful  minds”  she  had  met  with  &c.,  but  I  fancied  I  could 
perceive  a  slight  tinge  of  disappointment,  particularly  when  allud¬ 
ing  to  the  reception  of  Jenny  Lind.  I  presume  she  thinks  there  are 
some  fools  in  America.  1  am  sure  I  do. 

Dr.  Duffield4  went  to  Milwaukee  a  short  time  since,  to  unite  in 
the  bands  of  wedlock  a  Miss  Ladue  and  Mr.  Eldred.  He  was  quite 
pleased  with  his  fee,  being  ten  $10  gold  pieces,  besides  having  all  his 
expenses  paid.  Pel  Duffield  was  bridesmaid. 


?.  \  \  W  V  A  lr.\J  Y  L 


. j i  nMjib  O'  rl  brti  oiiy/  rri  rhiw  tio i  oJ  bon  mix  '».n  *2ol  *  i!^ 
•jri.oi  in  v  f  „  )H  win  I)i  M  no  \  o\IIr^c>r3mIi  >ii.«|^jl)Tjrl)al/ 
/\  j  V  ,  >t  »q<{i.  <•  m  >it!oic!  v  >1  r;  iii  or! // ,y  Li. ' ‘jm  i»>1  in  a?,  noin./, 
w  .ii  ,  |j,  <1  ,  ><;  f:  hi1  ‘J  8  01  horooqxo  I  i  ■  ill  fii;ruov/  i  >'r  ml  /; 

!,;  i;  >i  m2  /Ll!  Ljit  .:n  w  jr-wm  on  yd  ,num;m  311m-  ; 

•o>  .  to  /In  Blfii  i  b<  )  iw  rr  .!  bm/oii.  n 1  i  i  ould  ,  JOlb 

(l-il  bni,  ,  :;,/,(•!  74 1  i :  • ) 1 1 1  .  fun  bf.o'/fti  08noo  rf/vr  l.nA  .^it;.;L  >  noJ 
.  ■  8i.  i  I  rod  mo ^niicw j  {  icpib  oJ  8ni  u  loin  oiie  iBinw  <  >ui*  5 
!i  n  do  o)  oj  bokii  :  /h.:  .{H  «*>H  if/  .  litin^q  blljow  duiiflo  A 

/  A  i  i  .  ,.n?.  onr.i'1  .ojuI'I  oil /onoioi  /  .mind/ 

<  i  ;{•  ll  hi .  «i;f  hi  on-on  s'ni!  )l ;  'r  Of!  o-rti?  niB  I  rJK  ,1  ,.o4  noimoq 

ic it  ;  mm  £  rrmf  ni  i^o  ,.nu  i  nij  lb.  i«of  aval  /bi-oiil  Jkounl  '>11 

i  ;i  ill  *  ;,j;  f  ojm  i  sioi  irif.ciio1  j  a  ifiil  •/  oy  Hoi  wim  I  vn-/I 

iv  ':iiifli  ;'i  -b;  .■•.»■! n<  w  n.ii  Lo*  >  !?•  di  iofl  ;7iii 

bib  1  tttuootagrrirt)  ibidtf  ,rniif  ilii  mod  no  Ifnoo)  om  bonvni  (omij 
oonmii  i'j  n.  ii  )  ■  •-  r  yi  j/’foii  fflivr  jbirttt  *r.v/  '  f«il  lA 

•>•<  i.i  t.  tj/o  ,n  iovf  won  *>  )fl  mnh  io  mi  numi  uuV,  if.1  loo  ml  n 
,  ooi.l  r  .  .  :  » ■  !  i  ")  .  l  oini  «f J  .'I.  I.*  > lei  // 1 ,  "■  -'cr>  Jilii 

ri  v<  i j i Iv.niMi  n  if  u  ir.fllli.il  t  to  in  ioI  n  ni  bniflod  jbi.ni) 
Id  i  i  >i  mi  n  1 1  n  J-!  o  i  ii  oil  no!  1 1  di  t  ni  ir.  oJiilw  lo  y  limcup  i. 

.  .  !  Toil  (  Ji;,  81  f  iioH  1  I  ).i  nont  tDo  y  tri ov/oqiovobiiJOV/r  i 

noi,  w  .11  .  ili  w  iod  >  »  bin;  I  yi  ni  ri.lf  milmi.i  olfi/p 

■  u.  ,  !;  ni  ;•>  .  ■  ):>8i  J  u  wr;  )  ni  bo;,.  .  ,  o  <.  : 

lot;  ;iiH  0  <;  f  (J  j.  ,o?  IOI  f,  Ifio  iilqim  I  »fii  i  K  kvm  onn.) 

onj  U*  .oBoirtA  n  boo:  ,  >-vr  ornl  oib  ecjnbnii  oiU  io  ylynil  •  >1  (iov 
blifO)  I  boon:  I  I  1  nf  ,.o  -  if iiv/  join  br.il  orfk  ’  *bfjiin  fnliun.od  ynr.ni 

i  in  tjcj  <ib  lo  o^rril  Jil; u  o/iori-Kj 
n,  it  ?:!,?  m  J*  w  I  1  i  !  f1'  I  ol  wii 

.o  i  wot  rnc  T  .noiiomA  ni  o\  on  io< 

.  oiiitu  O'  .oorii .i  o  ;ij  >d8  f.  100I1  b!/  o  nO//  '  fjloillnfl  .n 

linp  8i.,/  j}f  t  jL!  i  b;i  »i  nf*.l  <  iM  l  ioolbov/  io  /bned  oil  I 

'  1!.  /or f  ?.  f)-.  f.8;  !<  n :  noi  ^niocf  ,oo1  «ir(  fhiw  bokB'jUj 

!  .if  »Lf  ;d  ^nvr  bfoiBuG  BM  bir.q  Eotnoqyo 


STUART  LETTERS 


J3° 

Willie  Grey  who  married  Mary  Stuart  has  returned  to  1).  She 
did  not  come  with  him,  but  will  he  on  in  course  of  time.  There  has 
been  some  lun  in  D.  at  their  expense.  It  is  an  undeniable  lact  that 
Alts.  Urey  was  presented  to  the  Queen,  it  is  also  proven  beyond  the 
slightest  possibility  of  doubt,  that  she  had  a  “Court  dress’’,  which 
Court  dress  was  ol  white  satin  with  a  pink  satin  train,  thirteen 
yards  and  a  half  in  length,  and-and-the  Stuarts  in  Washington  held 
it  up  for  her.  So  “they’’  say. 

I  believe  I  have  told  you  everything  I  know  now,  in  a  disconnected 
mannei  to  be  sure,  and  scribbled  oil  111  a  style  which  is  neither  very 
creditable  to  myself,  or  respectful  to  you,  but  1  know  )ou  will  excuse 
me,  considering  that  I  have  thrown  oil  all  reserve,  and  have  ad¬ 
dressed  you  with  the  familiarity  I  hope  you  will  use  towards  me. 

Please  remember  me  kindly  to  Mr.  Baker,  kiss  the  children  for 
their  “Aunty”,  (how  strange  it  sounds!!!)  and  accept  the  love  of  your 
aflectionatc  Sister, 

Lib. 

1  Virginia  Stuart,  born  June  G,  i8jcj. 

-  Robert  Stuart  Jr. 

Alexander  Stuart,  brother  of  Robert  Stuart,  and  Alexander's  son,  Alexander  Jr. 
They  came  from  Edinburgh. 

1  Dr.  George  Dufhcld,  Pastor  of  The  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Detroit,  of  which 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stuart  were  members. 


Detroit,  Sep.  29th,  1850. 

My  dear  Kate 

I  believe  it  is  a  little  over  a  month  since  I  last  wrote  you,  but  I 
have  been  arranging  the  children’s  winter  clothing,  cleaning  house, 
and  have  had  no  time  to  call  my  own. 

Have  you  seen  Uncle  and  Alex,  yet?  I  have  not  heard  of  their 
arrival  in  New  York,  do  write  me  what  you  think  of  them?  It  is  more 
than  probable  they  will  remain  in  this  country  until  Spring. 

I  hear  that  the  Dr.  is  not  to  be  relieved,  what  will  poor  Mary  do, 
her  trials  are  severe.  Will  she  go  to  him?  for  she  cannot  live  there 
alone. 

Mr.  Clark  has  just  left  us,  he  had  just  reed,  a  letter  from  John’s 
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wile,  they  are  at  F.rie.  John  is  sick,  fever  and  ague.  Dave’s  ailed  i 


ion 


lot  her  does  not  increase  any,  and  she  and  1  are  as  good  friends  as  the 
first  day  we  met,  we  would  never  know  much  of  each  other,  she  is 
too  reserved  in  manner  and  conversation  and  you  know  l  am  any¬ 
thing  but  that. 

Hob's  wile  is  not  in  visiting  trim  and  I  do  not  see  very  much  of 
her.1  She  expects  Bob  home  and  Kate-  writes,  “that  L.  Van  Cleeck 
has  been  down  to  Washington  to  get  his  recall  and  what  does  it 
mean?’’  I  cannot  say. 


Dave"  is  very  busy  in  insuring  his  own  election,  you  would  be 
astonished  to  see  the  success  he  has  in  anything  in  a  political  way, 
and  the  astonishing  influence  he  has  in  his  party.  Bethune  Duflicld 
is  the  V  hig  candidate  lor  his  berth.  Dave  told  him  a  day  or  two 
since,  that  those  of  the  Pres.  Church  who  did  not  vote  out  of  love 
for  him,  would  do  it  out  of  hate  to  Dave. 


Mrs.  Grey  (Mary  Stuart)  appeared  in  church  today,  dressed  mag¬ 
nificently,  $2,000  was  expended  on  her  bridal  wardrobe,  she  was 
presented  to  the  Queen  and  wore  a  train  fourteen  yards  long!!  He 
has  taken  a  house  next  to  Mrs.  Capt.  Gore’s  to  be  furnished  through 
with  rosewood!  I  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  call;  I  should  do  it  on 
Mr.  Grey’s  account  but  she  might  not  return  the  visit,  for  1  never 
returned  her  Mother’s. 

Mr.  Wetmore  has  brought  another  wife,  she  is  better  looking,  not 
much  manner  or  style,  but  smart  and  agreeable  in  conversation. 

Mr.  Hess  and  family  have  returned,  has  thirty-nine  scholars  for 
a  musical  class  but  not  one  of  them  who  promised  to  aid  him  if  he 
settled  here. 

Gardner  gave  a  farewell  concert  assisted  by  Mrs.  Bostwick,  whose 
voice  Van  Brandis  thinks  is  very  like  Jenny  I  and,  not  quite  so  power- 
fid.  The  room  was  crowded.  A  complimentary  one  was  given  to  Mrs. 
B.  last  week,  and  she  received  a  purse  of  $180.  clear  of  expenses.  A 
Piano  (of  course)  the  best,  has  been  presented  to  Mrs.  Terry  by  her 
clique  and  her  liege  Lord  “says  it  is  oidy  what  she  deserves,  for  she 
has  sung  enough  for  them.” 

Dc  Witt  Holbrook  married  last  week,4  a  widow  with  two  chil¬ 
dren!  Sister  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Brown  (Miss  May—)  Col.  Williams  is  quite 
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devoted  to  Annie  Larned,  sister  of  Letitia  whom  you  know,  only  18. 

1  here  is  no  more  gossip  or  news.  1  suppose  you  have  seen  Kate?” 
Do  write  soon.  Give  my  love  and  kisses  to  the  children  whom  1  hope 
arc  well.  I  hope  you  are  not  getting  too  fat.  Follow  my  example  lor 
I  ically  am  astonished  at  myself.  Mo  indications  ol  approaching 
squalls  at  Erie.  Tell  Brother  William  “that  1  trust  I  shall  not  be  for¬ 
gotten  and  once  in  a  while  to  write  a  line  in  yours.  Dave  unites  in 
love  to  all,  and  believe  me 

Always  your  attached 

Sarah. 

1  Ellen  Cairns  Stuart,  Robert  Stuart  Jrs  wife,  was  expecting  her  second  baby  in 
Oc  tober. 

“  Rate  Benson,  Sarah  Benson  Stuart’s  sister. 

3  David  Stuart  was  running  for  the  oltice  of  Prosecuting  At  tome)  against  Bethune 
Outfield. 

1  l)c\\  i  1 1  C.  1 1  ol  brook,  married  Mrs.  Mary  A  Berdan,  youngest  daughter  of  I  homas 
I*.  May  September  21,  1850. 


Detroit,  Oc  tober  2,  1850 

Now,  dear  Kate— for  your  Scolding  letter— every  word  is  true,  I  know 
the  right  but  the  wrong  pursue!  ’tis  the  very  power  &  independence 
with  which  your  blessed  father  clothed  me,  which  makes  me  cow¬ 
ardly.  I  think  Sarah  fears  that  she  incurred  in  some  way  a  change  of 
feeling  toward  herself— her  manner  shews  it— She  should  be  made 
to  leel  a  little— poor  Lavinia  was  made  to  feel  a  great  deal.  All  is 
over,  &  things  are  going  on  well.—  Yes,  they  all  know  ol  you  &  Mary 
both  writing  to  L.  &  its  going  to  do  great  good.—  Boot  John  feels  it 
very  sensibly— he  is  a  poor  humble  fellow— the  Black  Sheep  in  the 
estimation  of  all  except  his  Mother  &  Sisters— &:  must  by  them  be 
sustained  by  kind  attention. 

Ellen  appears  remarkably  well.—  Her  dear  babe1  reminds  me  of 
Fan.  She  is  uncommonly  smart  k  good— says  a  great  many  words  & 
is  a  gentle  graceful  little  thing— very  shy  with  me— but  I  think  that 
is  because  I  am  old  8:  ugly.—  1  often  wish  I  had  a  pretty  sunshiny 
face,  so  as  to  catch  children.  How  I  should  love  to  see  my  sweet  “fat” 
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Fan’s  c  hecks  &  dear  joyous  face.  Mary  &  Bessie  go  with  me  every 
Sunday,  to  Sabbath  School.  All  the  way  down  I  imagine  them  going 


repeating  their  verses.  They  form  part  of  my  very  life.—  Kiss  the 
whole  four  (beautiful  sight)  for  Grand  Ma.—  Tell  them,  God  will¬ 
ing,  Grand  Ala  will  go  to  see  them,  &  how  happy  we  shall  all  be. 

1  am  happy  in  hoping  that  what  I  wrote  has  not  “injured”  Sarah 


with  you.  It  should  not;  It  would  have  been  wonderful  if  such  a 
heterogeneous  mass  could  have  been  pitched  together  &  pass  oil 
without  something  painful,  &  as  it  was,  there  was  very  little  of  the 
unpleasant  except  lor  poor  Lavinia  &  my  poor  weak  silly  vanity,  or 
pride,  which  should  have  been  trampled  in  the  dust.—  1  thought 
I  wrote  you  the  day  that  they  left  that  they  had  gone. 

I  reed,  a  proper  today  from  Alex.,  from  Qucbcck,  dated  Sept.  26— 
written  with  pencil  on  the  Margin,  he  says  “I  have  wandered  in 
great  sadness  of  heart  over  the  ground  on  which  my  Uncle  Sc  dear 
Brother  landed  when  first  they  came  to  this  Country. — ”  When  you 
see  them  I  wish  you  would  remember  to  tell  them,  that  in  the  Oil 
Cloth  Bag  there  were  three  Racoon  Robes,  their  two,  8c  one  from 
me.—  I  believe  I  wrote  you  that  in  the  commencement  Lavinia’s 
Music  &  her  taste  for  reading  Jvc.  seemed  to  make  the  time  pass  very 
pleasantly  with  young  Alex.  I  le  is  relined,  &  has  taste  in  these  things, 
sings  very  well,  8c  used  to  like  to  sing  with  her  kc.—  At  this  time— he 
presented  her  with  a  very  pretty  cd.  ol  Campbell’s  poems— which 
she  put  with  her  many  other  handsome  books  ice.  on  the  Table.— 

You  cannot  help  loving  the  Alexanders.  They  are  all  affection, 
but  man  like,  they  are  easily  influenced  by  the  women  who  will  con¬ 
descend  to  manage— therefore  (I  think)  they  were  hindered  from 
doing  justice  and  recieving  it.  With  you  there  will  be  no  counter 
influence  8c  1  think  you  will  all  be  very  happy.  You  must  (if  you  can) 
have  them  at  one  ol  youi  musical  sings.—  Alex  is  very  very  fond  of 
Music.—  They  both  require  to  be  drawn  out— both  painfully 
difident.— 

1  am  glad  that  my  letter  pleased  your  Kitty— About  Christmas, 
I  will  write  again  to  her,  8c  tell  her  how  happy  I  am  to  hear  8cc.  8c 
send  her,  through  you  purchasing  it,  a  dress  for  her,  8c  poor  l  oin’s 
Franey.” 
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Mrs.  Grason  told  me  that  “Genl.  Riley  told  her,  that  an  order 
had  gone  lot  the  Dr.'1  but  it  was  to  be  given  through  him,  Gen.  R. 
but  he  could  not  give  it,  there  was  too  much  sickness  in  San  luan- 
cisco  to  1  educe  the  Medical  aid. —  1  hey  should  rather  send  out  two 
more  Doctors.” 

1  am  glad  k.  Benson1  visited  you. 

Mrs.  Hess  has  not  returned  my  call,  paid  for  me  by  Lavinia.— 
Hess  has  only  been  once-that  the  day  alter  his  arrival.-  Mrs.  Led- 
yard,  who  knows  all  behind  the  Scenes,  says  she  thinks  the  public 
confidence  is  lost  in  him.—  Yet  he  is  perser Act  ing.  She  means  to  call 
on  his  wile,  for  whom  she  leels  great  sympathy. 

I  wish  I  teas  with  you  to  keep  house  lor  you,  while  you  went  to 
hear  Jenny  Lind.— You  cannot  tell  how  gratified  I  am  to  hear  of  my 
own  precious  Mary’s  improvement  in  her  Music.--  Sweet  blessed 


child,  she  accomplishes  all  that  is  required  of  her.—  May  all  her  wis¬ 
dom  &  accomplishments  be  turned  to  the  glory  of  God.—  T’is  He 
who  has  given  her  the  talents  &  with  them  she  must  honor  him.—  For 
all  is  “from  Him— through  Him,  Ik  to  Him.”  T’is  all,  dear  Kate,  for 
which  we  are  created,  &  should  be  all  for  which  we  live,  that  we  & 
all  belonging  to  us  may  Share  with  our  Redeemer  that  never  ending 
blissful  abode,  prepared  for  all  who  love  him.— 

Thank  my  blessed  Fan  for  her  love  for  “DanMother.”  1  wish  1 
could  eat  her  jelly  Cake.—  For  your  sake  my  best  respects  to  your 
kind  valuable  neighbor,  Mrs.  Stiles.— such  a  friend  is  invaluable— 8c 
you  always  want  one  such.—  Tell  my  dear  Bessie,  that  I  hope  she 
will  teach  Eliza  Warded!  every  verse  she  learns  in  Sunday  School.— 


1  have  not  seen  Bethune  to  tell  him  of  the  designed  honor  but 
I  told  his  Mother  who  seemed  very  much  pleased.—  Your  father 
hangs  over  the  Pianno  in  the  front  Room..  Were  you  home  to  play 
I  should  have  taken  that  place— but  I  being  alone,  I  hung  it  in  the 
back  room— but  Dave  &  John  took  it  down  &  put  it  over  the  Pianno. 
Upon  the  whole  1  prefer  it  there.—  I  think  it  is  a  check,  to  over 
buoyancy  of  Spirit— Giddiness  or  loud  Hilarity  should  never  be 
found  in  our  rooms.  Every  day  shews  me  more  8:  more  that  sorrow 
8c  not  folly  should  mark  our  House.—  I  envy  you  your  dream,  not¬ 
withstanding  you  did  not  read  your  letter.—  1  had  a  visit  to  tea— 
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iwo  clays  since  from  poor  Mrs.  Riccardo. —  She  seemed  very  glad  to 
see  me,  .V;  really  aflected  on  contemplating  your  lather’s  Portrait.— 

How  did  you  like  Mrs.  Tittman?  I  think  he  has  done  as  well  as 
lie  could.—  Hut  Oh  My— 1  would  not  be  a  widower’s  wife.—  He 
mourns  as  much  lor  &  talks  as  much  of  his  former  wife  as  if  he  were 
not  married.—  1 1  is  mother  has  told  me  of  several  scenes,  which  have 
occurred  since  his  marriage  which  are  very  affecting.—  I  have  not 
seen  Mrs.  Weimorc  yet.—  Every  one  is  pleased  with  her.—  1  shall 
deliver  your  message  to  him  when  I  see  him.— 

I  low  did  you  succeed  with  Tomatoes?  I  made  up  the  reciept  from 
my  own,  &  one  (I  think)  very  poor  one,  from  Mrs.  Trowbridge— 
biscuit—  1  wo  lbs.  Sifted  Hour — Half  lb.  butter — I  wo  Eggs.  Six  wine¬ 
glasses  of  Milk  (or  Whiter).  Two  wineglasses  of  best  brencr’s  Yeast— 
or  three  of  good  home  made.  Cut  the  butter  in  the  Milk  &:  warm  it 
slightly  on  top  ol  the  Stove.—  Pour  it  into  your  pan  of  sifted  Hour- 
Heat  thoroughly  the  Eggs  &:  pour  them  in— lastly  your  yeast,  &  Mix 
all  together  with  a  Knife  —  Flour  your  board,  8:  knead  your  clough 
very  very  hard— then  roll  small  Balls.—  Lay  them  in  butter  pans  & 
set  them  to  rise.— They  will  be  light  in  an  hour.  When  they  arc  quite 
light  put  them  in  a  moderate  oven  &  bake.  The  eggs  may  be  left  out. 

An  other— Three  cjts.  butter— l  Qt.  Milk— warmed  together- 
then  stir  in  Two  wineglasses  fresh  yeast,  add  by  degrees  as  much 
sifted  Hour  as  will  make  a  dough  just  still  enough  to  roll  out.  As  soon 
as  it  is  mixed  roll  it  into  a  sheet  &:  cut  them  in  round  cakes  with  a 
small  tumbler  or  paste  cutter.  Sprinkle  your  pan  with  flour— put 
your  biscuit  in  it  to  rise  near  the  lire.  When  the  biscuit  is  quite  light 
knead  each  one  separately,  prick  them  with  a  fork  Ik  set  them  again 
in  warm  place  for  about  a  half  hour.  As  soon  as  they  rise  bake  them 
in  a  moderate  oven.— 

French  Rolls  (Kitchener)  Take  a  i  Pi  &  Vi  of  Milk,  warm  it— half 
pt.  Yeast.  Add  sufficient  Hour  to  make  a  batter.  Put  it  into  a  pan, 
cover  it  8c  keep  it  warm.  When  it  has  risen  as  high  as  it  will,  add  a 
quarter  pint  of  warm  water,  half  ounce  Salt,  Mix  all  well  together. 
Rub  into  a  little  flour  two  ounces  of  butter,  then  make  your  dough 
not  quite  as  stiff  as  for  bread— let  it  stand  for  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  when  it  will  be  ready  to  make  it  into  rolls.  Let  them  stand 
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until  risen.  Bake  in  a  quick  oven.  You  know  Kitchener  makes  a  m  eat 
popover  paste— &  You  arc  always  elegantly  paid  for  your  trouble. 
So  with  the  Rolls  they  may  pay-1  would  advise  you  to  try.  That  is 
the  way  my  Mother  became  the  best  Cook  1  ever  saw-beeame  she 

ti  ted  every  tiling  &  had  great  ambition  to  every  tiling  handsome  on 
her  table. 

Now  I  have  really  written  so  much,  that  1  am  sick-Always  rcincm- 
bd  me  to  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Baker  &  Mrs.  Griffin.—  Uncle  is  uncommonly 
well— Lavinia  at  Erie— 

Whth  sincere  love  to  you  both  from 

Your  affectionate  Mother  E.E.S. 


I  am  tormented  out  of  my  life  with  upstairs  girls.-  Now  I  am  with¬ 
out.  A  new  one  comes  to  Minn,  right  from  Ireland!! 

I  am  positive  that  your  handkerchief  went  in  the  Map. 

1  Virginia  Stuart,  daughter  of  Robert  Stuart  Jr. 

'■'kitty  Neal,  Kate’s  maid  and  Frany,  the  devoted  mu,e  of  Mary  Turner’s  baby 
"Tommy”  who  had  died  July  2,  1850.  -  ; 

a  l)r.  Turner. 

1  Kate  lienson,  sister  of  Sarah  Henson  Stuart. 


Dearest  Sister1 


New  flaxen— Sunday  eve.  Oct.  a-3-1 

1  don’t  know  which 


It  is  late  Sunday  eve.  R:  altlio’  not  in  the  habit  of  writing  on  tins 
clay  I  will  according  to  request  drop  you  a  line.  They  have  arrived, 
&:  as  they  should  have  done  they  came  to  see  the  oldest  first.  Late  last 
eve.  I  was  called  down  &  xvas  rejoiced  to  meet  them— well  now  you 
are  crazy  to  know  my  opinion.  Well  Uncle  Alexander  is  Unc  le  all 
oxer,  in  xvay  of  talking,  manner  Rrc  &  do  not  be  surprised,  when  I  tell 
f  ou  that  lie  is  exactly  like  1  a  in  lace,  mother  noLxvithstanding — now 
do  not  expect  to  see  him  as  handsome  or  fine  looking,  for  lie  is  not 
near— but  look  at  his  side  face  cheek,  mouth  &  it  is  all  perfect— the 
full  lace  is  not  at  all  like  him— now  if  you  do  not  see  it,  don’t  abuse 
me,  for  children  even  Bob  see  it  plain— &  even  a  good  many  of  his 


V\  VYVAA  Vin.'JV'.  On1 


..  V  MUd.lKKnl,5Ml 

-  •  i-  ■  nTO 

.,,,,11  ,.r.v.  >*  bl..o.rl  «r'"-  v  'K 

«  1 «*  m1,  ’*  ”  -  ~ . • 


ti  iM  jb  buuvbJ  -11  jv/ 


.•jillfil  Jli 


- ....  i  i  i  "  i  '>  ■  '- '  :  ‘  •  ; !  ■ 

„|j  m  S*»w  1  wo*  Ml  wilieoq  ««  I 

tftUl?.  tl  It  I  '  VJKI*  ,110^1.  ’S  •  * 

. 

,i,h  i  »  rill  i»  la  m!,.l  »rif  m  ion  ‘ml.!/; *  *v  *  y*  Imitf  *h.1  *»  v 

nu'V  if* i  «  HO  :  qoil-  J*3ii|.»/«  oi  jjminooc*  Hu*  *  <*! 

i/  •  »  •  ' 

II  ]  :  ,fi  .  ,i>:  if.  t\  Kj.ioi*  i  r'*>  *  ,f{i  11  W‘,u  l°Yi,v'  ' 

.  ...  I  Vi  •  Ml  I  ■  .  1  / 1  I  )fi  j  f!I  till  3t(l  I  130/ 


II,,  1  ,fi  ,  :i  (\  lo.lOii  /  //Hi  ..l^.u  uM».«  ...  .*•” 

,  ,,u|  I.j/«!iir<  oUTi.!:oi.  .*  >1.1  Iti  ^  4Sil 

II  U  •  m  rn  ff.  i  •  I  -  ni  n  •* oJ) 

,  c  i;  II  !  M  ,  *j  >  -  1  '  '  0  t:c|-  il 

’  i  .b  »  *  iom  oh  n  li  .'on-  moh  4l  Jon  <ii  j  ►«!  loti 

;  i,,  (J.  ,  „‘,vj  nifclcf  a  ■»'  ^  rmbliffo  »<>!  ,om 


STUART  LETTERS 


1 37 

movements.  Write  as  soon  as  they  get  there  as  I  do,  for  I  am  crazy 
to  know,  il  yon  see  as  I  do— today  in  church  I  had  to  weep  to  look  at 
his  side  lace,  with  Pa’s  spectacles  on,  &:  lie  singing  just  as  Pa  did— 
1  love  him  &:  he  does  all  of  us,  but  as  mother  says  he  is  rather  “burly 
burly”. 

Now  for  the  young  one  our  boys  can’t  compare  with  him,  not  a 
fashionable  dandy  but  a  handsome  genteel  young  man  &  interesting 
/  love  him.  1  do  not  see  that  he  looks  except  by  a  big  stretch  like  Pa 
but  1  should  say  with  American  &  Sullivan  training  Sec  Sec  might 
make  just  such  a  man  &  spirit— 1  have  praised  John  &:  Lib  to  the  sky. 

1  can  say  no  more,  I  have  a  sick  headache  &  must  stop.  (),  let  me 
know  what  day  you  will  go  to  N.  York— for  sure  &:  I  will  try  to  meet 
you  there  il  you  will  be  with  me  at  the  American  or  in  the  street. 
1  cannot  go  to  Pond  Street.  1  would  like  to  look  at  you  for  an  hour 
or  two— particularly  as  Uncle  8:  cousin  will  be  with  you.  1  heard  them 
say  they  would  leave  here  Tuesday  or  Wednesday— begins  to  look 
Thursday— I  think  not  before— they  have  not  decided  when  they  go 
to  Europe— tho  you  will  hear  all  maybe  if  I  learn  more— I  will  write 
again— not  one  mord  more. 

Best  love  to  Mr.  B  &  dear  children 


Your  devoted 

Sister 


Sick,  Sick  headache— bed,  bed— 


1  Original  owned  by  l.lizabetb  Dunsnioor  Clark. 


Detroit,  Oct.  3,  1850 

Dearest  Kate— 

I  know  not,  but  it  seems  a  long  time  since  I  wrote  you— you  must 
not  wait  to  hear  from  me  until  you  write,  for  now,  I  have  very  little 
time  to  write— 

1  have  had  just  such  a  tormenting  time  with  up  stairs  girls,  as  we 
had  the  season  we  had  Mrs  Carpenter’s  girl— They  are  insulferably 
indolent  &  exacting— one  told  me  “that  the  work  was  entirely  too 
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heavy  for  her,  that  she  had  never  lived  in  a  house  before,  when  she 

had  not  her  afternoons  to  herself;  when  she  could  do  her  own 
sewing! !!” 

Now  ,  1  have  taken  a  raw  Irish  girl  only  four  days  in  Del. —does  not 
undei stand  the  name  ol  an  article  in  the  house— Scotch  Margaret 
was  queen  of  intelligence  compared  with  her— but  by  being  with 
her  (&  I  give  up  the  whole  of  my  time  to  her)— I  have  a  servant,  &  get 
my  wol'k  done,  &  no  disrcspcct-If  I  succeed  in  breaking  her  injn 
a  little  while,  I  shall  have  some  time  to  myself— 

1  ~th.  Yesteiday  1  was  delighted  at  recieving  your  letter  ol  Oct. 
3d  assuring  me  of  the  health  of  all,  &  from  its  cheerfulness  I  am  sure 
ol  the  happiness  of  all — 

1  am  not  a11  surprized  at  the  non  arrival  of  the  Scote/nnen-TUc 
father  lorms  no  plans-he  moves  by  impulse,  &  the  son  in  implicit 
obedience  to  parental  authority,  follows  him— Since  they  left,  I  un¬ 
derstand  that  the  young  one,  told  at  Sarahs,  that  he  was  exceedingly 
unwilling  to  accompany  his  father  to  America. 

My  hat  (without  a  Bill)  has  arrived,  it  is  beautiful,  &  the  only  one 
which  1  have  put  on  my  head  with  any  kind  of  satisfaction  since  the 
other  one,  which  Mrs  B1  purchased  for  me.  lender  her  my  most 
grateful  thanks,  with  my  very  kind  regards— 

I  am  making  my  I  omato  Catchup  after  your  directions — 

Mai)  wiote  me  about  Mrs  McRea — I  do  not  wonder  at  it — Earth 
has  ( losed  up  on  her  and  she  is  relieved  from  its  cares,  its  turmoils, 
its  confusion,  &  can  sit  down  Sc  luxuriate  in  her  heart  broken  sorrow 
—lot  the  longer  she  is  lelt  in  her  present,  monotonous,  isolated  posi¬ 
tion,  the  more  powerfully,  sadly,  sorrowfully  will  her  irreparable 
loss  be  realized-Write  to  her  often-fc  let  her  know  how  you  &  Mi¬ 
lk  loved  a  lespcctcd  him  whom  she  so  deservedly  mourns— this  to  her 
heart  is  rich  consolation  &  all  that  Earth  can  yield  her-her  hus¬ 
band’s  praise  is  all  she  thirsts  for,  of  Earth— 

1  believe  the  Mrs  Robinson  you  speak  of  is  William  Rogers’ 
Mother  in  law- You  have  heard  Aunt  Nelly-  &  1  talk  much  of  him, 
he  is  brother  to  J.  Kearney  Rogers,  friend  of  your  Uncle  Magee3— 
If  she  is,  She  was  bridesmaid  to  my  Mother— how  it  delights  my 
heart  to  hear  of  your  having  such  valuable  neighbors— such  a  circle 
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makes  life  rationally  happy— Mow  kindly  God  has  ordered  all  your 
circumstances— May  you  remember  the  giver,  in  your  lull  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  his  gilts— 

Did  you  ever  read  Parnell’s  Hermit?  If  you  have  not,  get  it  R  read 
it— 

Our  joys  here  arc  granted,  as  we  give  to  our  children  the  little 
changes  which  we  think  will  make  them  happy— but  as  soon  as  we 
see  that  they  are  going  to  form  some  disagreeable  feature  of  their 
character— we  quickly  deprive  them  of  it— 

I  suppose  the  I  licks  to  whom  you  refer— is  nephew  to  Capt.  String- 
ham’s  wife— 1  remember  them  all  as  children— 

My  blessed  Mary’s1  sacred  feelings  for  the  resting  place  ol  her 
pretty  Bird!  I  low  I  love  to  sec  these  beautiful,  refined  developments 
of  her  character,  although  from  the  time  of  her  birth,  up  to  her  leav¬ 
ing  me  last,  I  had  fondly  cherished  the  hope,  that  she  was  to  be  mine 
—to  comfort,  take  care  of,  be  my  earthly  tie— I  would  not  for  worlds 
have  her!  She  is  retired  from  all  the  “Re  Raw  life ”  (as  Ma  used  to 
say)  that  I  am  doomed  to  live,  under  her  father’s  mild,  yet  decided, 
even,  scrupulous  government  R  your  own  watchful  care— away  from 
all  bad  example  or  coarse  rude  children— with  the  blessing  of  God 
on  your  united  efforts,  Your  children  must  grow  up  to  gladen  your 
hearts— 

I  was  perfectly  delighted  in  your  account  of  all  my  precious  Fan’s 
career— R  my  own  sweet  “Baby”—  but  not  one  word  of  dear  affec¬ 
tionate  Bessie— When  I  read  about  the  others— all  exclaimed  what, 
I  thought,  “'That  is  a  shame,  dear  Bessie  is  not  named— she  is  a  very 
sweet  interesting  child”  Re. 

A  kiss  for  each  with  much,  much  love— Cultivate  my  promising, 
precious  Mary’s  Missionary  Christian  Spirit — R  as  the  others  grow 
old  enough,  her  example  is  to  influence  them— Oh,  may  God  crown 
your  efforts  for  Your  children  with  his  richest  blessing  and  give  you 
to  see  their  early  conversion— His  promise  is  sure— Ye  shall  reap  if  you 
faint  not— Let  all  your  efforts  for  R  with  them,  be  preceded  with 
prayer  for  Wisdom,  Strength  R  Patience!  Dear  Kate,  I  do  not  mean 
to  preach— but  I  wish  to  try  to  prevent  you  from  suffering  in  mind 
from  neglect  of  duty  to  your  children  as  /  continually  suffer— If  my 
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(  hil(,,cn  h‘,(l  ,,:ul  •'  clillc-i cmiI  Motliei ,— 7  hey  now,  instead  ol  being 
cumbcmsol  the  giouud/’  would  have  hern  active  usdul  mcmbcis 
ol  Cln  isls'  Body  <  i >i isc_( j uc  i 1 1 1 y  a  blessing  lo  the  world  So  live  iliat 
when  your  opportunities  lot  bcneliiting  youi  dnldreii  ate  past,  Von 
<  ieni  iously  led  dial  you  have  benefitted  X  not  injuied  ihcm, 

by  youi  walk  X  conversation 

'I'ell  my  blessed  Mary,  when  about  her  Heavenly  Father's  busi¬ 
ness,  she  can  never  be  "overtaken  in  darkness"  She  is  exceeding!) 
small  Watch  In  i  brain  XcS/jine— 

1  he  grape  Scene  1  can  well  immagine  yields  the  Joy  ol  Sorrow- 
Oh  Kate,  I  am  alone, alone  in  a  crowd  I  am  just  through  a  severe 
aiiaek  ol  Asthma  You  can  lightly  immagine  my  sorrowlul  nights 
lint  I  do  not  wish  him  here  again-  Oh,  no,  I  would  not  have  him 
again  lo  wrestle  lo  stiller  to  die  again  I  only  ask,  that  1  may  so 
believe,  X  so  live  as  again  lo  see  him  1  suppose  you  will  baldly  thank 
me,  but  nevet  theless  it  is  ti  tie. 

I  .lieu  s  little  gii  I'1  X  l\m  would  pass  for  twins  -at  lions  head  wot  k 
-X:  every  thing-  -She  is  the  sweetest  most  lady  like  little  <  leaturc 
in  this  City  -every  thing  she  says  &  does  is  just  like  Km  every  one 
speaks  ol  it-  We  arc  all  gelt  ing  along  vet  y  happily- 

Woodbi idge’s  people,  Mother  X  children,  came  distantly  once  a 
week  David  has  never  been  inside  ol  the  house  but  once,  X-  that 
while  I  was  in  Chun  h,  since  the  St  uni  ts  Jell 

Poor  John  has  been  at  home  nearly  three  weeks  X  ill  all  the  time 
had  bilious  Fever  in  Buffalo  X  here  terminated  in  Fevei  X  Ague, 

X  David  never  came  near  the  house  Noi  did  Sarah  until  bavinia 
v\ i  nl  down  lo  see  Iici  I  hey  led,  that  there  is  a  wrong,  X  when  we 
have  wronged  one  -we  are  very  apt  to  become  their  antagonists -My 
pool  Dave  is  easily  humbugged 

How  glad  I  shall  be  when  my  Fan  can  indeed  send  (band  Ma  a 
letter  -You  see  that  in  writing  1  have  your  letter  before  me— 1  he 
last  i wo  oi  tin ee  days  I  ,a vm ia  X  Job n  have  oc <  upied  in  copying  your 
Music— bavinia  with  pencil  &  }  covet  ing  with  Ink— I  send  it  by  this 
Mail- 

Report  says  that  we  are  to  lose  Mr  Duflield  that  he  has  gone  to 
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STUART  TETTERS  ,  , 

pleach  lo  a  people  on  trial,  who  have  given  him  an  urgent  call!  — 

I  hide  is  in  line  health— eats  well,  but  is  as  weak  as  a  child  but 
cheerful— Miss  Roc  kwell  has  been  very  ill-lias  spent  the  last  week 
with  me  &  very  much  benclitted.— She  will  remain  with  me  until 
she  is  able  to  go  into  her  School— 

I  ell  Mary  that  Dr  Tripplcr  buried  his  child  three  days  since  & 
that  Mrs  Hunt  buried  hers,  20  months  old,  some  time  since— She 
wished  me  to  write  to  her— 

Poor  Tom  Biddle,  You  have  heard,  dropped  dead  in  the  Street  in 
San  Frisco— 

Will  Mary  return  with  the  Doctor?  I  believe  1  have  said  all  to 
you  that  1  had  to  say— How  did  you  like  the  “Rolls”? 

And  now,  dear  Son,  comes  my  bother  to  you.  First,  how  much  of 
the  principal  of  the  Estate  from  Nov.  48  to  Nov.  50,  have  1  spent? 
1  tan  remember  some— Marys  Note— Rices— some  of  Volks  land- 
some  ol  Notes— Holden  has  paid  his  interest— Eldred— Jessup  & 
Bramin  have  settled— I  offered  Mary  the  $200  which  I  pd  her— Shall 
I  offer  it)  pay  her  the  Doctors  proportion  of  different  moneys  recieved 
from  time  to  time  for  Lands  sold,  Glover  &  Smith’s  note  has  been 
recieved  for  90  days— Yesterday  I  pd.  an  instalment  due  1st  Sept.  & 
an  other  due  1st  Oct.  Two  1  lunch  ed  &  Sixteen  Dolls  on  Copper  Stock 
— Wells  is  written  to— 

1  forget  whether  I  wrote  you  that  Charles  Roe  has  recieved  from 
me  $350  upon  Bond  &  Mortgage  at  1  o  perct.  payable  Semi  Annually, 
1st  March  k  1st  Sept. 

Wilcox  says  there  was  an  understanding  between  you  k  him— 
that  that  interest  should  lay  over  until  Jan.  when  he  would  pay 
altogether— 

Fhe  Fross  suit  has  not  prospered  because  when  they  were  ready 
Dave  was  absent,  Roe  the  principal  witness  is  dead— They  now  think 
it  best  to  defer  it  a  little  as  there  is  a  Man  who  cannot  live— who  is 
prepared  to  swear  the  whole  out  of  our  hands— 

1  forget  whether  1  wrote  you  that  the  City  has  $3000— at  Ten 
Perct.  Payable  in  Ctipons,  1st  Jan.— Copeland  has  paid— I  believe 
now  I  have  written  everything— 
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Respects  to  your  Father  V  Mother — &:  much  love  for  yourselves — 
from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

EES. 

Mr  &  Mrs  1  ittman  have  arrived— but  were  out  in  a  tremendous 
gale— Many  thought  they  would  be  lost-a  pan  of  the  Vessel  was 
stow  in  1  he  Mad  all  Baggage  was  wet  as  d  it  had  been  in  the 
Lake— 

f  ell  the  Stuarts  those  in  the  Oil  Cloth  Bag  are  three  Racoon 
Robes.— 

John  Strong’s  child  is  dead— Tell  Mary,  Hooker  is  the  name  of 
the  recommended  Doctor  in  N.I  I.  Professor  of  Surjery— 

1  Mrs.  I.ooe  Baker  had  chosen  a  hat  for  Mrs.  Stuart  in  New  York. 

2  Ellen  Sullivan  Coxe,  sister  of  E.  E.  Stuart. 

3  Robert  Magee  Sullivan. 

1  Mary  Stuart  Baker,  seven  years  old. 

r-  To  a  devout  Scotch  Presbyterian  of  that  day,  conversion  was  necessary  foi  salva¬ 
tion. 

(i  Virginia  Stuart. 


New  Haven.  Oct.  <j,  1850. 

My  dear  brother  &  Sister,1 

Altho’  you  have  given  up  writing  to  me  I  cannot  help  writing  you, 
particularly  when  1  have  any  good  news  to  communicate— Well— 
Dr.  G.  K  I  urner  will  arrive  in  New  York  in  the  very  next  Steamer 
Irom  California— He  had  his  order  &  had  been  down  to  get  his  ticket 
&  was  to  sail  on  the  15th  of  September,  so  you  see,  now  I  have  some 
reason  to  expect  him— He  got  home  in  consequence  ol  my  sending 
him  that  letter  of  the  Surgeon  Genl.  He  showed  it  to  Genl.  Smith  & 
he  gave  him  the  order  right  off— so  that  he  will  in  that  way  get  his 
transportation  &  the  leave  will  not  reach  there  till  two  weeks  after 
he  leaves. 

O,  can  it  be?  it  seems  almost  impossible,  (),  it  is  dreadful  to  be  so 


t.S\  \  X’\  A  \  TiU.’lTV. 


IOj  -  1 1  iwi  <  i  m  *«hiiU  mcrfci  ai'xpiM 

m’,  10*:  ? 


.a.a.  i 


,  i,  ,  ,f.  i  j.  If  9110  •->//  i  «i  b*jv  0/kcI  lOiftr J  TfflUil 

H  |.  >7  ^  )o  jm<|  Ji-lr-ol  *id  bltfovt  'pill  Jfl^uoill 

v'l  n  k  j  i  Jjril  u  li  n  iu/j  :v'  ugr.^rf!  i't;  aSi  lii.H  artl'—ifi  non 

-  *j;b;.  I 

/  i>j iui^  In  K*«!:,l<n‘{  ll./iiu  loiDod  jb:i  tiiiKusn  Ofli 

.,V  /  /  It  !«..*)  »U1  il  II  >  I-'!  lOCv!  .i'll/ 


rt*f  j vi  T.)d;onI  *tr.*v  >  \M 

i.  /;  "t  ;t!)  ui  Ho  (  v  /  i  v’mi  ./rvju:  I  .  ’->  • 

j'jJ)  rti il  j*.  .  Jn.-robf  Wfl  bdi  $  rib'io «ii!  i>iul  s>M  —  fiifno!  :  >  n  <fl 

>mo2  •nm»\  !  •!  ,  uc  *  o  i  'j J  v»  i  ..  i  iJ  <> 

I  i ;  1 1  '  lit  >0  i|  •  -.HO  II.  !  i  -I  ’.li  '•  •  li  ;  /  1 

•  dll  mi*.  oi  j  !<-r\  Oj  :  <1 ’jdJ  lo  13J1  »I  ii.  ’j  lifiii 

!i  m  ■  u  i,.b  j  i>6  ]  a  J  [if  >i)io  :nll  inifl  *>v  g  t>«l 

fjjlu  i  JDW  o  II  Hi]  ')*'  ill  ton  Hi W  J/l*  J  .Jill  i  HOIJCt'KKJZftUiJ 

u/  1  m  ii.  '\  ;  .i  <)  ,•*!.  )(  or.  .  .  2111.1  li  :ui  lit  ) 


STUART  LETTERS 


h>ng  separated.  He  had  just  received  my  letter  giving  hjm  the  last 
sad  news-— Me  was  almost  sick,  you  know  how  any  mental  trouble 
always  allects  him— He  said  he  was  unfit  for  duty— He  adds;  “I  for¬ 
got  to  mention,  the  receipt  of  Baker’s  kind  letter.  It  was  pleasant  to 
me.  They  have  been  very  kind  Sc  I  love  them  for  it.  When  you  write 
them,  remember  me  most  affectionately  to  them”— Yes,  I  can  say 
with  him,  "much  as  I  loved  you  both  before,  the  kindness  shown  me 
the  past  summer  has  bound  me  closer  to  you— the  sympathy  you  both 
munilcsied  comforted  me  greatly”— It  seems  3  years  instead  of  three 
months-  but  (),  can  1  ever  leel  like  going  to  see  you  again,— I  know 
not  why  the  dread,  but  so  it  is,  it  seems  like  holy  ground,  all,  all  is 
sad  even  the  little  waggon,— I  remember  him  well  the  last  time 
1  cvn  saw  him  out  doors,  it  was  the  morning  of  the  day  that  he  was 
taken  ill,  he  stands  now  before  me.  O  Kate  1  saw  nothing  of  him  that 

O 

day,  You  remember  how  badly  1  felt  because  1  had  left  him  when 
we  wc  m  to  ride— I  did  not  Lake  him— I  dreamed  the  other  night  that 
I  had  him  once  more,  but  he  is  gone,  “I  can  go  to  him,  but  he  cannot 
come  to  me  “&  my  prayer  is  that  I  may  be  prepared  to  meet  my 
Angels'  in  1  leaven— there  is  a  delightful  feeling  connected  with  the 
idea  that  they  have  done  at  least  with  sin ,  sorrow  k  death. 

[  hide  &  Cousin  are  still  here— 1  am  delighted  with  Cousin  Alex¬ 
ander  A  1  admire  him  exceedingly,  you  may  not,  but  1  do,  I  see  in 
him  the  same  materials  that  were  in  Pa— he  is  manly,  decided,— 
I  think,  handsome,  genteel,  R:  I  should  be  very  proud  if  he  were  my 
son— lie  asked  me  today  what  he  should  call  you,  “why  Kate  of 
com  si-  she  would  feel  hurt  if  you  called  her  anything  else”— I  met 
them  both  as  old  friends,  kissed  both,  &  treat  them  &  feel  to  them  as 
il  they  were  ours  &  we  theirs.  You  may  put  away  all  feeling— They 
love  R;  reverence  mother.— 1  know  it— I  cannot  say  when  they  will 
be  with  you,  lor  I  cannot  ask  them  &  they  do  not  say.  Cuss  McKrea 
is  expected  here  tomorrow  with  his  bride  Sc  1  think  they  wait  to  see 
him.  Alexander  wants  to  go  into  partnership  with  him  R:  remain 
R:  the  lather  seems  to  feel  badly,  but  A  does  not  want  to  go  home- 
mind  not  a  lisp  of  this,  let  them  tell  what  they  please  to  you,  but 
not  one  word  from  me  to  them,  or  home.  I  told  them  to  decide  on 
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noth  jug  till  they  saw  Mr.  Hake,  &  they  will  wait  I  think-]  think 
they  may  be  with  you  Saturday— not  sure 

Good  night-much  love  lot  the  children  &  yourselves  Iron, 

your  truly  attached  Sister 

Mary 

Dr.  wishes  me  to  meet  him  in  N.  York  but  1  runt.  When  shall  I  „0 

down  to  meet  you  for  a  day-Let  it  be  when  Uncle  &  Cousin  A  can 
)e  theie  too,  Mind,  at  the  A  ma  icun — 

1  Original  letter  owned  Ijy  Eli/a!)eth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

l,c  news  of  the  ,1c, „ I,  of  II, tic  '"l'ommy"-CcorBc  Franklin  Turner  ,r.  who  had 
ilied  at  Morristown,  N.J.  July  2,  i8-,o. 

•'  Mary  Turner  had  lost  two  children:  Mary  Sullivan  Turner,  win,  died  Mar. 

^83,  when  she  was  ,7  nionlh,  old,  and  •Tummy'  who  was  ,7  nuuuhs  old  when  he 


Dearest  Sister1 


New  I  laven— Friday 
(Postmarked  October  1  1,  18,70) 


I  mean  lo  be  kind,  &  suppose  I  am,  but  I  doubt  not  your  tea  lias 
been  kept  waiting  another  week,  but  Uncle"  wishes  me  to  write  that 
lie  will  be  there  Monday  or  Tuesday  lor  certain. 

No  more  1  am  oil  to  I  lartford  with  them. 

Ever  yrs. 

Mary. 


Uncle  makes  me 
heart  wants  love. 


write.  Make  very  much  of  him  R:  both,  but  his 


1  °riKin;‘I  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 
-  Uncle  Alexander  Stuart  of  Scotland. 


Dearest  Kate— 


Detroit,  Oct.  17,  1850 


Great  News  Irani  Unundillul!  &  that  alone  can  induce  me  to  write 
1  am  sullering  from  a  protracted  &  severe  attack  of  Asthma,  whic  h 
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visits  me  every  night,  with  which  1  am  so  prostrated  that  I  do  noth¬ 
ing  through  the  day  but  sit  with  folded  hands— 

'1  his  morning  Mary  Sibley  was  married  to  Charley  Adams!!  and 
left  immediately  for  N.York— 

I.ove  to  all— As  soon  as  I  dare,  1  will  write— You  know  how  severely 
I  sutler  from  writing;— 

Biddles  here— poor  Tom  fell  dead  in  the  Stt.  at  San  Frisco  in  10 
days  after  his  arrival— 

John  is  better,  but  has  had  a  severe  attack  of  Bilious  fever— ended 
in  Fever  8;  ague— 

My  heart  beats— &  hand  shakes— Good  night— 

Your  AfFt.  Mother, 

EES. 


New  Haven.  Oct.  i  8,  1850 

My  dearest  Sister,1 

You  arc  without  exception  the  meanest  thing  I  ever  saw,  you  got 
all  out  ol  me  you  could,  Uncle  8:  cousin  into  the  bargain,  8:  then, 
not  one  line  do  you  write  me.  I  suppose  you  will  say  you  have  been 
so  busy  making  “such  beautiful  pastry”  &  then  Mr.  Baker  will  scream 
it  into  Uncle’s  ear  “Kate  made  this,  sir”.  Well  have  it  all  your  own 
way,  only  let  me  know  of  their  arrival  &c  8:c,  8:  what  you  are  all  do¬ 
ing.  Do  you  find  Uncle  at  all  like  Pa— tell  me  all,  I  read  them  part  of 
your  last  “provoking  Scotchmen  8:  all”.  I  am  reading  a  work  called 
.1  “hall  to  catch  a  sunbeam”,  I  found  it  under  my  plate  at  breakfast 
a  day  or  two  since,  put  there,  tell  Uncle,  by  the  “Major's  lady”.  1 
thought  Alexander  was  going  to  write  me  as  soon  as  he  got  to  Morris¬ 
town  but  perhaps  he  has,  not  “ post  it  yet.”  Ask  him  if  he  has  begun  it 
—if  not  to  set  about  it— 

Well,  who  do  you  think  has  been  to  see  me - Uncle  Thorne  8: 

Aunt  Maria!!!!!!"  came  the  morning  after  Uncle  left— staid  but  one 
day,— says  she  has  not  been  to  see  you  because  you  never  asked  her 
—says  Sull  s3  youngest  child  fails  fast  with  consumption  of  the  bowls 
—Deborah  expects  to  be  confined  daily4— Maria5  was  very  sick— but 
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lias  got  well  will  live  at  her  father’s  tins  winter.  Is  Eliza  weaned  yet 
tell  the  truth—  ; 

Mother  says  for  you  to  ask  Uncle  if  he  found  three  robes  in  his  hag 
i  iat  mother  put  in-Raccon's  I  think  she  said.  Poor  John  has  been 
very  sick  is  still  unwell-poor  fellow-Lavinia’s  1  larp  music  &c  go  up 
m  a  lew  days.  Mr.  Field0  says  that  he  &  his  wife  are  going  to  Morris¬ 
town  to  spend  a  day  or  part  of  one  with  you,  ilicy  lease  here  today 

!°  S>JC,'d  tlle  wintcl'  »'  No"’  York  hoard  at  ,,5  Avenue-Thcy 
leave  the  young  daughter  here  at  school. 

Shall  you  think  of  me  the  day  the  Steamer  arrives,  you  do  not 
know  how  strangely  I  feel,  -We  are  all  well,  &  1  hope  we  may  con¬ 
tinue  so-Mother  says  Ellen’  behaves  well,  St  is  as  smart  as  the  smart¬ 
est  can  play  at  “Snappoo”*  equal  to  any  of  us— I  hate  that  word- 
i  Mother  is  111  trouble  with  upstair  servants  again.  Why  has  Mr. 
Richards'”  cousin  here  never  called  on  me?  I  see  her  now  &  then. 
She  visits  Mrs.  Eaton  in  our  house  &  invited  her  to  tea  the  other 
evening— She  is  an  old  Indy— I  don't  care  about  it,  I  know  cnomdi 
-V  too  many  now— Mow  do  you  like  my  likeness?— Not  at  all  I 
know.  Does  Fanny  wear  her  locket?'0  1  did  not  get  a  double  case 
lecause  I  knew  she  would  want  to  open  it,  all  the  lime— Kiss  her  for 
me-]  low  is  sunbeam?— Give  much  love  to  Mary  &  to  dear  little  Da" 
-Kilty1-'  was  delighted  with  her  lcttcr-you  have  not  a  good  opinion 
°*  y°l,rsd|-I  was  asked  what  to  call  you,  because  /  saw  that  you  had 
been  exalted  above  the  rest— so  be  satisfied. 

Much  love  to  Mr.  Baker,  Uncle  &  cottsin-not  forgetting  my  dear 
Mrs.  Stitcs  &  your  own  dear  self  Sc  Kitty  Neal— 13 

Your  devoted  sister 

Mary 

Notation  on  Back:  Well  dearest  Kate  "he"  is  here  for  sine-looks 
well-hut  no  more  beautiful  than  encr-sends  his  best  love. 

1  Original  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

-  1  be  I  homes  lived  in  Brooklyn,  so  that  a  journey  to  New  Haven  was  a  long  one. 
Sull  was  Di.  John  Sullivan  I  home,  their  son. 

-‘Deborah  was  the  wife  of  I)r.  John  Sullivan  Thorne,  Her  maiden  name  was 
Deborah  Rhinelander  Underhill. 
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•r'  M.iri.i  was  Maria  Johnson  Thorne,  the  wife  of  Richard  Van  Wyck  Thorne  Jr. 

0  M‘  -  field  was  the  lather  of  John  Stuart’s  wife,  Lavinia. 

7  1  lien  was  the  wife  of  Robert  Stuart  Jr. 

*  Sna|)|)oo  was  a  family  name  for  repartee— quick  rejoinders. 

u  Rev.  James  Richards  was  the  Pastor  of  The  Presbyterian  Church  at  Morristown, 

NJ. 

10  Fanny  was  Sarah  Morris  Baker,  nearly  three  years  old. 

11  I/a  was  F.li/a  Warded  Baker,  one  year  old. 

Kitty  was  Kate  Stuart  Turner,  nearly  nine  years  old. 

1:1  Kitty  Neal  was  the  nurse. 


Detroit,  October  3  1 ,  1850* 

Dearest  Kate— 

My  only  hope  ol  your  ever  knowing  or  concieving  my  life,  is  to 
write  you  in  journal  form— 

Kasi  evening  I  recieved  Sc  acknowledged  Mr  IVs  letter  informing 
me  ol  the  Alex’s  having  taken  passage,  for  Europe— of  you,  Doc.  Sc 
Mai  )’  meeting  in  N.York  to  see  them  oil!  &  I  must  confess  it  put  me 
to  rest; 

Judge  my  shock,  when  to  day,  while  at  dinner  a  Tel.  dispatch  was 
put  in  my  hands  from  John,  informing  me,  that  they  were  both  in 
Buffalo!  Sc  would  be  here  on  Saturday!! 

Sarah  has  just  gone  lrom  here,  &  manifested  no  surprize,  but  in  a 
sangfroid  way  said,  “Ah,  1  meant  yesterday  to  have  told  you  that 
(iiis  AIcC.  told  me  that  he  &  Alex  were  going  in  the  Brokerage  to¬ 
gether!!”— He  is  a  ruined  man!  Gus  McC.  has  a  train  of  reckless 
extravagant,  unprincipled  women,  tagging  on  to  him,  whose  wants 
must  be  supplied,  &  he  has  not  firmness  enough  when  there  is  money 
in  the  concern,  to  say  Nay— Sc  with  perfect  honesty,  he  will  charge 
himself  with  every  dollar!— But,  will  charging  bring  back  the  appro¬ 
priated  moneyr  ll  will  be  a  good  deal  like  Owen  Glendower’s  Ghosts 
—You  may  call,  but  will  they  come  when  you  call  them? 

God  permitting,  I  break  up  housekeeping  in  the  Spring— I  see 
that  it  is  not  my  duty  to  indulge  my  feelings  in  keeping  a  home— God 
orders  all  wisely— How  much  he  has  done,  Sc  is  doing,  to  shew  me 
that  we  have  no  abiding  place  here! 
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Sarah  says,  that  Alex  is  going  to  send  for  his  daughter— Sister  & 
family!!  I  cannot  tell  you  my  leelings  in  view  of  their  or  old  Alex 
spending  the  long  winter  with  me— My  heart  throbs  &  l  leally  sic  ken 
at  the  thought  I  shrink  irom  it  as  il  I  were  anticipating  a  most 
dreadful  surgical  operation-!  long  for,  &sigh  for  quirt  Sc  retirement 
—At  (illy  nine  we  want  time  to  look  at  our  Accounts  lor  Fternity— 
Were  Bro.  Alex  a  sober,  spiritual  Christian,  I  would  delight  in  the 
prospect— but  he  requires,  &  will  have,  the  excitement  of  an  ardent 
young  man  of  281— You  have  not  seen  him,  he  was  with  me  a  month, 
before  1  discovered  it— but  when  evening  would  come,  &  no  com¬ 
pany  he  would  stai  t  up  K  say  Oh  come,  what  shall  we  do.-'  We  must 
have  something!  Come,  let  us  have  some  conversation”.  1  went  Id  say, 
Well  Sir,  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  bear  my  part  in  any  thing  that 
I  am  capable  of”— Ay  ycs-hum-hum-Wh  well,  we'll  ha  some 
reading”— he  would  catch  up  the  Bible— read  a  few  verses  ol  a  Psalm, 
—then  a  little  in  Isaiah— 8c  then  catch  up  “Memoirs  of  McCheync”— 1 
lead  little,  look  at  his  watch —  Ay,  I  believe  1  just  step  down  R:  see 
if  David  has  got  home”— that  would  be  the  last  1  would  see  of  him 
until  Breakfast,  then  he  would  come  down  after  I  had  waited  for 
him,  perhaps  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  &  Mr  Walker  &:  1  caiing-k  so, 
all  they  do  is  irregular— 

John  is  still  in  Buffalo— He  had  been  at  the  wedding  of  Lieut. 
Bleeker  to  Miss  Bullus— grand  daughter  of  Mrs  1  hill’s  Aunt  BuIIus— 
May  I  hope  to  see  the  Doctor?"  Mary  does  not  write,  but  I  excuse 
her,  she  is  too  happy  to  think  of  anything  but  her  husband’s 
return— 

Give  my  love  to  Mr  B  &:  ask  him  if  he  sent  me  that  1  Ierald,  that 
1  might  take  for  my  model,  Abby  Kelly  or  Rebecca  Mott,  “for  cause 
1  beent  sufficient  editede  on  dat  suject,  else  1  should  rise  &  protest 
agin  putten  down  the  female  seek”— 

As  usual,  Detroit  is  very  calm  upon  the  fugitive  slave  bill.  I  assure 
you,  if  you  read  the  papers,  the  press  was  much  worse  on  paper  than 
reality— One  was  arrested,  &  the  colored  People  made  loud  threats, 
&  to  keep  them  still,  a  company  of  U.S.  Soldiers  were  called  on— The 
negro  plead  guilty,  said  he  was  a  slave  of  an  excellent  Master— &  was 
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willing  to  go  back— only  his  master  would  sell  him  at  the  South— 
1  hey  would  never  allow  a  “Run  away”  to  go  back  among  the  Planta¬ 
tion  lolks”— So  a  purse  of  $500  was  raised  &  the  Master  went  home 
without  the  N iggar— 

I'.llen  sat  up  all  the  morning  8c  is  very  smart3— her  little  girl  is 
Fan’s  Ditto— looks  like  her— acts  like  her  Sc  has  just  such  a  head— 
Mr  Walker  is  engaged  getting  things  to  rights— Tell  Mr  Ik  a  day 
or  two  since  l  drew  an  other  check  for  $90— making  in  all  advanced 
to  Driggs  §500—  Taxes  Sc  spending  money  occupy  much  more  ol  my 
thoughts  than  these  indignation  Slave  meetings— 

Poor  Dave  is  scouring  the  Country  Sc  of  course  spending  money 
to  secure  his  reclection— how  humbling!!  I  am  told  that  he  Sc  Sarah 
were  at  the  Irish  Emigrants  ball  last  night!!  Sainted  father,  if  he 
could  come  back,  how  soon  would  he  do  it— 

Send  me  back  the  two  letters  which  1  enclosed  for  Alex— 
beg  Mary  to  be  sure  to  have  me  a  strong  Daguerrotypc  as  large 
as  the  original  taken  for  me  from  her  father’s— Martin  can  not  take 
one  from  a  copy— I  must  have  an  other— 

Catherine  Ferry  brought  her  husband  Sc  her  little  Robert  Stuart 
to  see  me  about  a  week  since— brought  me  handsome  Roasting  Pig— 
a  pair  ol  Chickens  8:  about  2  lbs  Iresh  butter— they  came  in  their 
own  buggy  Sc  a  pair  of  elegant  I  Iorses— 

I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  get  that  promised  letter— Why  did 
you  not  send  right  along?— Did  you  take  the  Stuarts  to  brooklyn?— 
I  low  is  Aunt  Maria?— Is  there  any  danger  of  her  becoming  deranged? 
She  never  answers  my  letters— 

I  have  no  Detroit  news— I  did  send  the  piece  of  Music  “Strike  the 
Harp’’  to  Mrs  brown— I  fear  poor  II - suffers— his  wife  8:  chil¬ 

dren  spent  the  afternoon  Sc  evening  with  me  a  little  while  since— 
She  is  totally  unlike  anything  that  you  would  immagine— Can  you 
call  tip  that  Scotch  girl,  who  played  for  us  at  Mr  Manning’s  in  Lock- 
port?  Mr  1 1.  is  enough  like  her  to  be  herself— her  children  uncom¬ 
monly  smart— I  must  tell  you  of  a  speech  he  made  before  his  wife— 
“Mrs  Stuart,  ’tis  wrong  for  man  Sc  wife  to  be  parted  as  long  as  we 
were— I  assure  you  when  1  got  home,  I  felt  as  if  my  wife  Sc  children 
were  entire  Strangers  to  me— I  found  them  really  an  incumberance, 
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the)  intcrferred  with  my  Bachelor  comforts— I  wanted  to  get  the 

children  out  of  the  way”!!  &  much  more  of  like  beai  ing.-She  looks 
heart  broken— 

I  he  day  John  sailed  he  fastened  on  him  for  $150  Dollars,  or  to 
endorse  his  note— or  would  not  John’s  Mother  assist  him?  For¬ 
tunately,  Capt.  Bullus  weighed  Anchor-^  was  at  Sea-before 
1 1  __  could  get  on  board  again-Not  one  of  his  old  li  lends  pat ron- 

i/e  him— but  he  has  75  pupils  in  some  shape— he  is  giving  up  teaching 
&  is  going  entirely  into  publishing  Music— 

My  love  to  Mr  Ii— Always  remember  me  alfectionately  to  Bond 
Street  family-A  kiss  for  my  sweet  children,  Mary,  Bessie,  Fan  & 
1/a. '•—Oh,  how  I  wish  I  could  hear  them  say  their  verses,  &  be  in 

their  midst— I  hope  Kitty  holds  out  well-My  kind  reinemberancc 
to  her— 

W’ith  love  to  you,  dearest  Kate,  from 

Vour  Alfectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


1  Memoirs  &  Remains  of  Rev.  Rohm  Murray  McCheney,  Minister  of  St.  IVter’s 
Church,  Dundee  born  1813-Dicd  1813. 

2  Dr.  Turner. 

a  William  Cairns  Stuart  was  born  at  Detroit  Oct.  2;,  i8yo. 

1  hi  i/a  Wat  dell  Baker. 


Detroit,  Nov.  end,  1850 

Dearest  Kate— 

I  have  just  got  through  your  welcome  interesting  letter,  for  which, 
horn  my  heart  I  thank  you— It  has  filled  me  with  sadness— What  a 
Book  of  truth  is  the  Bible— 

In  speaking  ol  youi  fathers  Portrait  you  described  my  own  feel¬ 
ings  exactly— In  all  my  sorrows,  &:  perplexities,  I  catch  myself  apos¬ 
trophizing  that— not  a  day  passes  that  my  tears  are  not  shed  before 
it— 

1  odd)  I  1  ccieved  a  lettei  Irom  Buflalo,  lrom  Alexander,  in  it  he 
says,  “We  arc  on  our  way  to  make  you  an  other  visit,  before  we  leave 
lor  Europe”! !  I  do  not  like  this,  here  is  a  want  of  open  candor,  which 
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/  dislike— Where  is  the  use  of  my  writing  all  the  trash  to  you— if  you 
could  relieve  me,  it  would  be  a  different  thing— Shall  I  tell  you  how 
wicked  I  was  for  a  minute?  that  you  might  be  taken  violently  ill, 
only  long  enough  to  have  me  sent  for— that  1  might  shake  from  my 
heart  &  Brain  this  dreaded  incumberancc— It  is  an  unheard  of  ihiiw 
that  two  men  should  come  for  a  whole  year  &  sit  down  (because  they 
know  not  what  to  do  with  themselves)  Sc  disturb  the  whole  arrange¬ 
ments  ol  leeble,  ricketty  old  women— Ellen  &  they  &  Uncle  would 
get  along  lit  st  rate— I  lear  I  have  done  wrong  in  attempting  to  remain 
in  the  house,  &:  this  is  the  way  God  is  taking  to  shew  it  to  me— 

1  did  not  give  David  $80— I  wrote  you  all  about  it— Major  Backus 
told  me  that  he  could  go  &:  come  like  a  gentleman  for  $50—1  thought 
then  I  would  give  him  $60,  Sc  fool  was  1  for  that— but  I  did  as  1  know 
youi  lather  would  have  done  under  like  circumstances— 

Oh,  I  have  so  much  to  say— Last  eve:  Joe  Clarke  came  very 
friendly— in  the  course  of  conversation,  I  learned  that  old  A  s  whole 
sold  had  been  committed  to  him— he  said  that  he  had  begged  the 
Smarts  to  live  with  him  for  the  winter!!  It  i el  1  on  my  ear  without 
making  any  more  impression  than— that  is  for  talks  sake— This  morn¬ 
ing  Mrs  C.  came  to  see  me,  Sc  was  very  urgent  that  they  should  spend 
the  winter  with  them— Now,  I  began  to  attach  some  importance  to 
what  had  been  said— R:  solilliquized— All— Joe  Clarke  wants  the 
Si 0,000  &  Alex  partnership!  This  evening  1  rccicved  a  letter  from 
John— telling  me  of  a  certainty,  I  was  to  have  them  all  winter!— 
That  he  rather  thought,  that  they  were  “halting  about  Gus  McCrea 
— &  would  not  be  surprized  if  they  were  thinking  of  Joe  Clarke”— 
John  told  them  that  they  had  “better  keep  themselves  easy  &  learn 
more  about  the  People  &:  place,  before  he  put  his  money  with  any 
one— That  if  Alex:  could  do  nothing  better,  he  better  go  into  a 
Lawyers  olfice  for  a  few  months— &  learn  the  American  character” 
Sec 

I  wish  you  would  write  to  Aunt  Kate— &  tell  her  if  she  comes  to 
America  she  is  ruined—/  am  going  to  write  to  John— ask  Mr  Baker 
what  he  thinks  of  it?  One  thing  is  certain,  I  will  do  as  the  Israelites 
did— 1  will  make  my  arrangements  to  go  out  in  haste— in  the  Spring 
—  I  am  done— I  will  try  never  again  to  write  about  them— with  all 
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your  discernment  you  have  been  imposed  on, -about  the  visits  to 
Wood  bridge  Street-Nothing  but  love  of  the  family  &  its  giddy 
whirl  ol  life,  attracted  him— Young  A.  watched  over  &  restrained 
/nm,  more  than  the  father  did  him— 

1  am  sick  &  disgusted  with  the  want  of  uprightness-*  manage¬ 
ment— &  meanness,  that  has  been  manifest  all  round  in  reference  to 
these  two  simple  men-Dr  Johnson  was  right  — If  you  want  to  make 
any  thing  ol  a  Scotchman,  catch  them  Young-1  am  really  ill,  &  yCt 
my  indignation  drives  my  pen-all  arc  in  Bed,  &  1  shall  pay  for  this 
—but  I  cannot  help  it— 

M>'  (‘°°k  is  l11  111  lied— &  I  know  I  shall  lose  her— She  engaged 
with  me  because  I  had  a  small  family-Whcn  they  came  last  summer 
-You  know  my  family  became  very  large— 1  raised  her  Wages  to  $8 
per  month— &  this  was  no  inducement— &  then  gave  her  §8  &  put  out 
all  the  Shirts  to  be  washed!!  20  to  22  every  week,  at  five  Shillings  a 
day.  All  the  mending  came  on  mc-&  I  am  not  able  to  stagger  under 
it  1  get  no  time  to  read  S:  scarcely  any  to  Jjray! 

November  4th  Yesterday  (Sunday)  Uncle  brought  me  a  letter  to 
read  from  E.  Mason-thanking  him  for  $50  which  lie  had  sent  (very 
slyly  through  Harbough)  to  Kate-1  know  all  about  it  from  Mrs 
Scoit.  I  he  other  day  I  met  him  going  to  Hobson's-after  questioning 
him  some  time,  &c,  lie  said  he  was  going  after  Maple  Sugar!— an 
other  day  he  came  in  with  a  Shoe  Horn!  which  he  had  been  buying 
to  help  on  his  Shoes*’— Are  not  my  prospects  delightful?  He  is  much 
kinder,  less  acrimonious  than  he  was,  he  goes  out  a  great  deal,  & 

I  suspect  feels  better  every  way,  than  he  did-at  any  rate,  he  is  much 
more  pleasant— he  is  getting  fat,  &:  his  skin  lost  all  that  paleness— but 

Oh,  he  is  imbecile —  1  is  wicked  in  me  to  say  so— but  1  may  as  well 
speak  it,  as  think  it— 

Last  night  we  had  a  deeply  interesting  meeting— after  a  com¬ 
munion  season  in  the  afternoon— The  remainder  of  the  Portuguese, 
going  to  Illinois,  were  there— a  much  higher  class  than  those  of  last 
year-then-  singing  to  my  ear  was  most  exquisite,  all  the  parts  were 
carried,  but  111  the  most  solemn  manner,  it  seemed  like  the  son-  by 
the  Waters  of  Babylon— 

Yesterday  I  had  a  visit  from  Major  Larned— who  leaves  to  day  for 
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tlic  cast,  where  he  is  going  to  spend  his  winter— Me  says  he  is  going 
to  visit  Mr  &  Mrs  Baker— E.H.  Sc  he  all  off— Secret  proposal— She 
refused  him— Me  is  now  said  to  he  going  to  be  married  to  K. 
Trowbridge!! 

I  oday  we  are  looking  for  the  Scotchmen— I  feel  more  reconciled 
to  their  coming— \ Vre  only  live ,  when  we  are  making  sacrifices  for 
others— &  as  /  do  not  believe  in,  that  thing  called  chance— I  must  be¬ 
lieve  that  their  steps  have  been  ordered  hither  in  wisdom— I  shall 
try  to  make  every  thing  pleasant— 1'hcy  will  very  soon  become  dis¬ 
gusted  with  me  &  my  way  of  living— I  shall  make  no  change  in  Table 
or  habit  ol  life— Woodbridgc  St.  R:  I  are  lormal  acquaintance— Dave 
has  never  put  his  foot  inside  this  house  since  Stuarts  left— 

Does  Mary  intend  to  send  the  precious  remains  of  dear  Tom  to 
Dei.-'  She  is  losing  most  beautiful  weather.  If  they  go  to  California, 
I  hope  they  will  come  to  sec  me  before  they  leave— we  shall  never 
meet  again— Yet  1  cannot  but  hope  they  will  get  a  post  in  the  North¬ 
ern  States— 

You  did  not  tell  me  that  you  met  Major  Smith  in  N. York— was 
Mrs  Smith  with  him?  Mow  did  they  seem  toward  you  &  Mary?— 
I  wish  you  could  write  in  journal  form,  then  I  would  know  every 
thing— 

r> i h  —  i  i  T  M.  At  last,  they  have  come!!  “Of  course  (said  Uncle 
A)  you  are  surprized  at  seeing  us!!”  No,— but  1  should  have  been, 
had  1  not  been  prepared  by  letters  for  your  return— “Ah,  weed,  Alex¬ 
ander  was  not  willing  to  leave  without  again  visiting  Detroit!”  1  Ie  is 
evidently  very  much  disturbed  about  something— They  are  de¬ 
lighted  with  their  visit  to  you  &  Mary— they  make  your  home  a  para¬ 
dise— never  was  such  a  man  as  Mr  Baker— children  divine!  Sc  Mary 
R:  hers  ditto—  I  hey  think  “they  are  two  uncommon  women” — There 
now,  that’s  enough  to  spoil  you— I  Ie  made  me  envy  them  their  trip— 

Gth— This  day  two  years  closed  our  doors  upon  Sc  took  from  us, 
all  that  remained,  to  make  life  endurable,  as  regards  earthly  com¬ 
fort,  shut  out  from  me  all,  all  that  I  needed  to  stay  me  here,  Sc  were 
it  not  for  the  glimpses  of  a  brighter  holier  home,  what  darkness, 
what  sadness  would  be  my  portion!1 

Uncle  A.  has  cut  off  his  whiskers — R:  now  I  sec  a  strong  likeness 
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to  your  father— I  have  just  parted  from  him,  after  listening  with 
some  vexation,  to  his  plans— He  is  going  to  Davids  to  live— David 
(they  say)  has  just  lost  his  elect ion”— consequently  his  bread— How 
is  lie,  with  Sarah  s  extravagant  habits,  to  sustain  such  a  family?— 
Oh,  that  I  had  the  wings  of  a  Dove,  that  I  might  lice  away  &  be  at 
1  est  ~  1  he  young  one  they  are  going  to  try  to  get  into  Dyel’s  ( )llice! 
-  1  he  lact  is,  I  cannot  interest  mysell  in  any  thing  they  say  or  do— 
Kiss  my  dear  children  for  'Ian  Ma-They  talk  all  the  time  of  the 
children— Love  to  yourself  from  your 

A  lit.  Mother 

E.E.S. 

'  Rol,crl  Stuart  (Iic<I  al  thc  Sherman  House  in  Chicago.  There 'was  a  fumral  service 
at  the  I  .rst  Presbyterian  Church  in  Chicago  on  Nov.  5,|,  ami  the  body  was  taken  on 
t  le  S.S.  Paine  to  Detroit.  Thc  Baltic  was  reported  at  Detroit  Nov,  7.  i8|8  so  Mi/-,, 
iwth  Stuart  s  reference  to  Nov.  (hi,  probably  refers  to  the  e.nba.kation  from  Chicago. 

I  he  funeral  in  Detroit  took  place  at  the  lust  Presbyterian  Chimb  on  Nov.  1-,  1818. 

-  I  he  Detroit  Free  Press  of  Nov.  1 1,  1850  states  that  David  Stuart  won  the  election 
lor  Prosecuting  Attorney  by  a  majority  of  ijj  over  B.  Dullield. 


Detroit,  Nov.  G,  1850 

Dearest  Son- 

Oil,  that  I  could  command  your  calm,  quiet,  wise,  circumspect 
habit  ol  life— I  am  now  in  such  a  nervous,  disturbed  state  of  mind, 
froin  the  dark  gloomy  picture  of  life  which  is  before  me,  that  I  feel 
as  il  I  wanted  to  lice  from  the  habitation  of  man,  and  he  alone— 

I  thank  you  over  &  over  for  your  kind  favor  of  Oct.  oqtli— I  mark 
all  you  say,  &  will  act  upon  it— I  felt  a  necessity  to  do  something  in 
the  way  ol  possession— Mr  Walker  one  day  said,  "If  you  could  give 
me  a  clear  title  to  those  P.  Lots,  I  would  like  to  purchase  them,  some 
of  these  days,  I  will  try  to  look  it  up”-I  replied.  Oh,  I  care  nothing 

about  it— I  do  not  mean  to  sell  them,  if  even  I  could  get  a  clear  title _ 

It  is  going  to  he  beautiful  property— &  I  have  always  been  fretted 
that  Dave  sold  the  others— If  we  succeed  in  putting  the  buildings  on 
it  will  at  least  he  a  quietus— 

77m  is  one  among  other  reasons  why,  I  shrunk  from  having  a 
Stranger  come  in  among  us,  R:  become  familiar,  with  what  only  con¬ 
cerned  ourselves— Our  whole  lile,  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  is 
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dearly  purchased  experience— I  think  in  a  little  while,  it  my  health 
&  hie  are  spared,  /  will  be  able  to  attend  to  every  thing  but  accounts 
&  Matters  myself— &  by  keeping  you  carefully  informed  ol  all, 
the  a/c  will  be  right  enough— the  other— Joy  &  Porter,  or  Walker 
can  1  rom  time  to  time  as  necessity  arises— attend  to  it— 

Last  night  we  had  a  delightful  yet  melancholy  (to  me)  visit  from 
Coin.  &  Mrs  Stuart— they  came  directly  from  the  Boat  &  sat  with  us 
until  10  Oclock— They  leave  today— 

Soon  I  will  send  the  Money  for  Hat  &  Periodicals.— You  do  not 
say— Whether  you  stopped  the  National  Preacher  &:  Union  Maga¬ 
zine— on  the  former  this  month  is  One  Dollar  due— on  the  latter 
nothing— I  paid  Mr  Beach  $3  in  advance  up  to  Dec.  5th.— 

hither  our  Scotchmen  have  no  definite  plan,  or  they  do  not  mean 
to  let  it  be  known— The  old  gentleman  lias  taken  up  his  abode  with 
David— I  am  not  sorry— I  think  lie  will  be  happier  there  than  with 
me— he  is  very  fond  of  both  Dave  &  Sarah— They  both  seem  re¬ 
strained  R:  unhappy— lie  seems  bent  upon  bringing  all  of  his  rela¬ 
tives  whom  he  can  influence  to  this  country,  without  any  prospect  in 
view— simply  “because  he  finds  a  great  deal  more  elbow  room  here 
for  them  than  there  is  in  Europe”— 

Always  my  best  respects  to  your  Father  8c  Mother— Report  says 
Da\  id  has  lost  his  election— if  so,  starvation  stares  him  in  the  face— 
With  much  love  to  you,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 

Alter  my  letter  was  sealed  &  ready  for  the  mail,  I  discovered  I  had 
only  enclosed  the  above  few  lines,  but  1  am  not  able  to  rewrite  them. 


Detroit,  Nov.  12th,  1850 

Dear  Son— 

Yours  8:  Kate’s  favor  7  ins:  I  recieved  last  evening— &  as  you  wish 
an  answer  by  the  13th,  I  would  not  wait  for  Mr.  Walker,  who  with 
Alexander,  is  in  the  Country,  &  if  I  do  not  answer  accurately ,  I  shall 
come  so  near  it,  that  your  mathematical  mind  can  put  it  all  right— 
I  shall  not  write  to  Kate  today,  I  wish  to  send  this  by  the  Mail— 
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I  cannot  understand  the  Hank  Hook,  therefore  send  you  copy  just 
as  it  is—  J 

1  he  Alexanders  are  truly  gloomily  unsettled-thc  father  has  taken 
up  lus  abode  at  David's— The  Hec  that  now  buzzes  in  his  head— is  a 
karin  near  Geneva-They  met  a  ‘  very  intelligent  man  in  travelling 
-who  wished  to  dispose  of  one  for  Twelve  Thousand  Dolls,  who 
wished  to  go  to  M  ilwaukee”,  &c— To  this  man,  young  Alex  has  writ- 
ten—  It  will  be  so  fine,  then  1  will  get  them  all  out,  &  we  shall  be 

ao  happy  together- As  for  the  two  John  &  Will,  they  may  take  heed 
t  h  e  nisei  ves— A  ye— yes— h  um” 

Oh,  it  is  sad  to  see  them— I  led  really  sorry  for  young  Al— his  early 
education  compels  him  to  lean  on  his  father,  &  truly  that  father  is  a 
loot  out  of  joint— A  whole  winter  will  be  lost  ol  that  line  young 
Man’s  precious  time-&  he  no  further  advanced  than  he  was- 
W  e  ate  all  well— Ellen  wishes  to  be  remembered  to  Mr.  Hakcr— 
Dave  has  got  his  election,  but  it  has  been  the  closest  ever  run  in 
Michigan’— Huel  is  almost  frantic  with  his  failure2-his  wife  says  it 
will  nearly  ruin  them-IIe  looks  as  if  he  had  just  gone  through  a  fit 
ol  illness— 

1  ell  Rate  Mr.  Ferry's  Son  White— is  elected  a  Member  of  the 
Legislature  (Whig) 

I  ler  daguerre  with  that  blessed  Fan  is  bcautiful-the  only  one  of 
Late  that  I  ever  wanted— &  sweet  Mary— &  my  precious  Hcssie  (who 
looks  as  if  she  had  been  crying,  &  just  got  hold  ol  her  dress  to  wipe 

her  tears)- Fhcy  are  sweet-I  wanted  to  appropriate  them  to  my¬ 
self— 

Uncle  is  in  finer  health  &  more  active  than  he  has  been  in  many 
yeais—  lie  is  very  much  opposed  to  the  Stuart  importation— 

M )  H)  Kate  S:  the  dear  children — always  remember  me  to  your 

parents,  with  much  love  for  yourself,  from  your 

AfTt.  Mother, 

E.  E.  S. 

1  David  Stuart,  who  had  been  appointed  prosecuting  attorney  for  Wayne  County, 
Michigan  in  i8|<j,  ran  for  this  office  in  1850— it  having  been  made  elective.  David 
Stuart’s  majority  over  D.  It.  Duffield  was  cj  j.  (Detroit  Free  Press  of  Nov.  11,  1850.) 

-  Defeat  of  lion.  A.  W.  Huel  by  F.  J.  Pennirnan  for  Representative  to  Congress. 
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Nov.  1  ^  tli,  1850 

Dearest  Kate- 

Last  evening  between  five  &  6  the  precious  remains  of  our  beaut  i- 
lul  sainted  '  Tom'  1  were  brought  me  in  Heron’s  carriage,  perhaps 
the  very  same,  which  took  him  a  dear  healthy,  joyous  Babe,  from  us 
(it  was  his  large  old  Carriage)— 

Alone  with  the  precious  charge,  I  drove  to  the  Cemetery,  &  there, 
by  a  soli  beautiful  moonlight,  shining  bright  on  your  father’s  monu¬ 
ment,  I  saw  him  lowered  in  the  house  appointed  for  us  all,  to  rest 
until  the  Trump  shall  sound,  Sc  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immor- 
taility,  then  he,  with  your  sainted  father  Sc  precious  little  group 
which  he  heads,  will  with  the  other  “dead  in  Christ  rise  first”!  How 
this  glorious  truth  robs  death  &  the  grave  of  its  terrors— You  will 
ask  why  alone.-'  lor  I  sec  I  convey  the  idea.  I  mean  that  I  alone  was 
in  the  Carriage  with  his  blessed  body— this  was  my  hateful  selfish¬ 
ness— I  chose  it— I  could  not  bear  any  one  but  Dave  to  be  in  it  &  him 
I  could  not  find— 

1  hired  another  Carriage  for  Sarah  R:  all  who  would  go  from  her 
house— but  by  some  Mistake  She  Sc  young  Alex,  left  her  house  for 
ours— R:  Uncle  Alex,  who  was  at  home  (you  know  he  lives  with  them) 
alone  occupied  the  other  Carriage— So  lie,  as  well  as  I,  was  present— 

I  Ie  said,  “Ah  weed,  I  1  el t  badly  that  through  my  hurrying,  we  had 
missed  Alex  R:  Sarah,  but  upon  the  whole  it  was  a  Kind  providence, 
lor  we  had  a  deeply  solemn  scene,  &  nothing  to  interrupt  it— but  if 
they  had  been  there,  there  would  have  been  some  talk”— 

Now  1  realize  that  he  has  gone  from  11s  forever— R:  although  when 
I  think  of  his  bright  promise,  my  heart  is  sad— Yet  as  it  has  been  the 
will  of  our  Heavenly  Father  to  take  him— 1  can  with  heart  felt  sin¬ 
cerity  say  't is  good— “Even  so,  Father,  for  it  has  seemed  good  in  thy 
sight”— 

My  Sweet  Mary’s  Eolian  Harp!  Oh,  what  a  beautiful  idea— dear 
Kate,  do  not  pslia,  Sc  say  “Mother  will  croake”— but  I  pray  you  in 
all  your  education  of  her,  Keep  Heaven  in  your  eye— You  are  not 
going  to  have  her  with  you  long— She  is  too  lovely  a  plant  for  this 
bleak  field— Soon  she  will  be  transplanted,  Sc  we  must  not  grudge 
her— 
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Kiss  them  all  for  me  &  all,  though  late,  wish  my  dear  Bessie,  for 
Grand  Ma-everything  that  is  bright  &  good  &  happy--!  can  only 

glance  at  your  last  letter  as  I  wish  to  get  this  in  the  Mail  to  moi  row 
I  will  write  to  Mary— 


\es,  it  is  my  duty  to  break  up  housekeeping— &:  I  assure  you  selfish¬ 
ness  says,  1  is  very  hard— lor  1  am  the  poorest,  most  misciable  crea¬ 
ture  m  existence  any  where  but  in  my  own  home— I  am  too  old 
(neatly  ho)  too  nervus— fe  too  leeble,  in  body  to  wait  upon  nq  sell 
-such  as  making  my  own  bed,  bring  my  own  water  &c— &  if  1  board 
m  a  private  family,  the  fear  of  giving  trouble  will  impose  this  upon 
me— to  board  in  a  Hotel  would  be  improper— 1  have  looked  ii  all 
over  &  have  decided  to  at  least  make  the  expet  iment-I  do  not  know 
what  I  shall  do  with  Uncle— II  Mrs  Reynolds  would  take  him— the 
moment  he  is  taken  ill  she  exacts  the  family  to  come  &  take  care  of 
him  I  ol  cotuse,  would  not  stay  in  her  lamily — then  where  is  the 
home  to  take  him  to?  But  the  less  must  give  way  for  a  greater  evil— 
I  am  determined  that  il  Mr  S— will  go  in  opposition  to  all  advit e  he 
must  take  the  consequences  alone— When  1  think  they  are  your 
blessed  father’s  Brother  &  Sister-Nephews  &  Nieces  1  feel  ready  to 
make  any  sacrifice  of  comfort— happiness  or  money  in  my  power— 
but  when  I  ask,  what  wotdd  he  do — how  would  he  approve  so  mad 
a  step  I  am  answered  by  his  own  words  to  his  Brother  10  years  ago 
-“If  you  are  doing  well  in  Scotland  be  thankful  &  stay  thcre-do  not 
gi\  e  up  a  cei  taint y  for  an  uncertainty  — he  says  he  shall  not  go  hack 
to  Scotland— for  if  he  does,  he  will  never  get  back  to  Am.! 

The  proposal  of  Christina  is  folly— You  do  not  belong  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  who  can  either  take  Relative  or  friend  in  your  house— &  treat 
them  as  dependents— $c  to  bring  them  in  as  friends— let  my  experi¬ 
ence  say  to  you  when  you  want  services— go  to  service  fountain— if 


you  want  companion— make  up  your  mind— that  your  burden,  or 
your  responsibility  is  added  to— not  diminished— 


I  think  Major  Hunter  &  Joe  Clarke  would  both  give  me  §600  for 
House  &  furniture  &  lake  me  to  board— but  1  fear  Uncle,  with  Major 
Hunter  would  be  an  objection— none  with  Joe  Clarke— To  me,  the 
Major  would  be  preferable— on  every  account— old  acquaintance— 
Church— Sobriety  of  living  &c— the  other  is  all  kindness— Sc  the  re- 
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verso  in  his  business  has  made  them  very  quiet— they  entertain  no 
Company  now— 

All  are  well— I  write  in  haste— Enclosed  you  have  'Thirty  Lents! 
I  want  you  to  get  &  read-&  re-read-a  sweet  little  book  called 
“Mount  ol  Olives”  by  Hamilton — 

My  love  to  Mr  Baker— that  you  may  he  strengthened  &  guided, 
in  I  he  delight!  ul  yet  important  work  that  you  have  begun— the  entire 
education  ol  your  precious  jewels— is  the  unceasing  prayer  of  your 

Affectionate  Mother,  F..E.S. 

Never  begin  their  Studies  without  asking  God’s  blessing  &  wisdom 
Imm  1 1  ini — Sc  teach  your  children  to  ask  his  assistance  in  their  studies 
—Selfishness  alone  taught  me  the  value  of  this,  it  makes  every  thing 
easy— 

Yours  in  love, 

E.E.S. 

I  beg  you  to  write  to  Sarah— &  poor  Lavinia— do  not  let  any  sort 
of  bitterness  grow  up  among  us— 

1  "Tom”  vv;is  George  Franklin  Turner  Jr.  who  had  died  in  Morristown,  N.  J. 
July  2,  i8r,o. 

-  ltessic  had  had  a  birthday  on  November  yih.  She  was  five  years  old. 


1*1 1 1'. IT’S  HOUSE,  BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK. 

Erie,  Nov.  it),  1850. 

My  dearest  Sister,— 

I  suppose  you  have  accused  me  over  &  over  again  of  neglect,  but 
it  has  not  been  neglect  on  my  part  that  your  letter  has  remained  so 
long  unanswered.  For  two  months  past  I  have  had  fever  &  ague  & 
you  know  enough  about  that  to  know  that  one  suffering  from  it  can¬ 
not  feel  very  much  like  writing.  1  am  now  much  better  &  hope  that 
1  have  got  rid  of  it. 

We  left  Buffalo  in  the  Steamer  last  Thursday  morning  &  arrived 
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here  the  same  evening  k  here  we  arc  planted  down  at  the  Reed 
House  for  the  winter.  What  kind  of  a  winter  it  is  to  he,  remains  yet 
to  he  seen.  1  do  not  think  Erie  will  he  as  gay  this  winter  as  New  York 
but  there  is  no  telling.  We  hear  from  Mother  ipiiie  often.  I  feel  very 
soiry  lot  her.  She  has  a  house  lull  again.  You  know  that  Uncle  Alex.1 
f  "sson  arc  hack  again  &  will  spend  the  winter  with  her.  Then  she 
tas  Mr.  Walker,  Ellen-'  k  her  two  children  &  nurse.  Dave  &  Sarah 
go  up  to  see  her  only  once  in  a  good  while. 

Dave  secured  his  oflice  by  about  »G  votes.3  Kethune  did  not  act 
well,  lie  went  into  the  county  k  there  spoke  ol  Dave's  conduct  in 
his  family  &  of  many  other  things  of  a  private  Nature.  1  have  not 
heard  from  home  since  the  result  of  the  Election  was  known.  Mr. 
Walker  &  that  clod  hopping  Yankee,  Mr.  ISacon,  got  hold  of  Uncle, 
&  lHolt  lum  "P  to  the  polls  Sc  got  him  to  vote  against  Dave.  Some  one 
asked  him  "if  he  was  going  to  vote  against  Dave"  &  they  answered 
lor  him  "that  he  knew  no  relations  at  elections".  It  appears  that  these 
two  fellows  worked  harder  against  Dave  in  the  pli  Ward  than  any 
other  ten  men,  Sc  they  were  determined  as  it  was  Dave's  own  Ward 
to  carry  it  against  him,  hut  they  could  not  carry  their  point  lor  it 
went  stronger  for  him  than  any  other  Ward  in  the  city!  The  whole 
Church  Dem.  k  Whigs  turned  out  their  forces  against  him,  &  worked 
with  money  k  everything  they  could  to  heat  him,  hut  it  was  no  go. 
He  got  the  city  by  about  ten. 

Mother  in  her  last  to  me  says  that  she  intends  to  leave  home  in 
the  Spring  about  the  first  week  in  April  to  visit  you.  1  hope  she  will 
keep  up  her  courage  until  that  time.  It  will  do  her  much  good! 

Elletd  hoped  that  “She  would  not  be  sick  long”  because  it  cost  so 
much  &  “You  know,  Mother,  that  $30.  a  month  will  not  go  very 
iar  •  George  Thorne  told  me  that  bob'  left  half  pay  for  her* 

Well,  my  dear  Sister,  I  have  written  two  pages  to  you  about  noth¬ 
ing  &  I  suppose  I  could  write  six  more  upon  the  same  subject,  but 
as  you  want  news,  I  will  let  Lib  have  the  rest  of  the  paper.  Give  my 
love  to  Mr.  Baker,  kiss  the  children  for  me  &:  accept  much  love  from 


Yours  affectionate  Brother 

John. 


.  .  \  V  V;'  .  *V«  •  w 


,,,M  MW.i.  Inllll.Iq  3,li  'y  f 

. .  lo.  •  li  laj'iiw  B  lo  bnisl  itn'll  ■  r*httw  s*«l'  k>I  v-nol 

.  /  i,  jjliii-Wiiili  <i.t;  I  llivrin-I  *  "»  ' ’ll  | 

I  Ml  .  !Ll  rw.  A  *  Mil  ind 


;  in  f  ,  /I*  )  i  I  I  I  ’  <  " C . 

U . ,,  ™.iWM  I  -,V/  ;,i' 

.  ,  jl  ill  >  i:  ill  in. “  l' 
,,|  IIU||  ».i,  .iv  "!>!'. 


*  a  <l!to  to«i  o  o4  c|u  a** 

|U(  jo  1 1  bib  '.?OJOV  Oii  am  '(<  l,i  l,J1 

„  ' 

Ion  I  .yiuiiM 

n..i  "iml  l  'll  lo  it 

■jio  r  cm  omm: 

•  -.IiiuIi/ii;kmi.i1  "«'■  ’  >-‘l ■>  »■  '  »"  •  >'•*  Sl!  " ‘  "u” 

. . If  ,7/  III  ill  i-i  •>/.  I  l<  nil  .. 

m,(3  mi  I  ml  i98n<y«? 

j  |  j  VI  (l<?  •!  [I  ll  I  U  ll.:!7  p.f  'i  li  j/  I  "  <•  1  ‘Mil  JiHX  ;  .'.mifj. 

.  l  . .  f 


non  jiji  i.  >(  *'•1  .i  m  ,  ...  t  — 

.  ijo  I  tarn  ■-  ^  ;  i 

i  jr-  '  :•<;!.<{  flJ  u  >i  -  »  J* 1  bi.l  1  ,;*w  1  >n  Jn  * '  ci 

n  .  i!  •)  ;oi /:  Jin  ij ;  i  >fi  X  o  ll  lol  ;t  '•  >:r/l  >  t>rlj  fcH/  i»/»o  „ 


.S' TUA  RT  LETTERS 


1  (i  1 

I  have  made  several  ineffectual  attempts,  my  dear  Kate,  to  write 
to  you  since  1  received  your  last,  and  had  well  nigh  despaired;  but 
now  we  are  settled  for  the  winter  in  this  quiet  town,  where  I  suppose 
interruptions  will  not  he  so  numerous,  and  consequently  I  can  be 
more  punctual  in  my  correspondence.  Do  not  attribute  my  neglect 
this  t ime  to  any  lack  of  inclination  on  my  part,  but  to  circumstances 
which  were  entirely  beyond  my  control. 

Now,  before  1  proceed  further  let  me  ask  you  if  you  received  the 
music  1  sent  you!  I  regret  it  was  not  better  copied,  but  I  had  not  a 
suitable  pen  lor  the  work,  and  sometimes  rested  the  paper  on  a  book 
in  my  lap,  sometimes  on  the  sofa.  I  imagine  it  was  plain,  however. 

Shortly  after  despatching  that,  John  left  in  the  Steamer,  and  l 
joined  him  after  a  few  days  in  Buffalo,  where  1  have  been  enjoying 
myself  very  much  for  three  weeks  past,— except  when  John  was  sick, 
when  ol  course  my  spirits  were  not  very  light.  I  was  anticipating  then 
all  kinds  of  evil— either  that  he  would  shake  out  of  all  form,  if  not 
out  ol  life  with  his  chills,  that  he  would  burn  up  with  his  fever,  and 
leave  nothing  but  a  crisp  behind,  or  that  he  would  be  borne  away 
some  night  in  the  dreadful  Hood  caused  by  his  own  night-sweats. 
1  do  not  feel  secure  yet.  I  think  there  is  great  danger  that  I  may 
awake  some  morning,  and  on  turning  would  find  myself  unex¬ 
pectedly  minus  a  husband. 

But,  joking  aside,  I  did  think  he  was  going  to  take  his  departure 
yesterday  morning!  We  went  to  the  top  of  the  house  “to  take  a  view”. 
It  had  been  snowing,  the  roof  was  steep  and  slippery,  and  “my  old 
man”  thought  lie  would  take  a  slide  either  for  my  amusement  or 
his  own,  when  he  “found  his  legs  he  could  not  stop”,  till  he  managed 
to  bring  up  against  the  door-post.  The  object  of  this  performance 
must  have  been  to  give  me  a  better  “view”  by  tumbling  himself  oil, 
not  thinking  that  in  addition  to  the  honors  of  widowhood,  he  might 
subject  me  to  the  imputation  of  having  aided  him  in  his  murderous 
design. 

O 

1  found  many  kind  friends  in  Buffalo,  and  found  many  new  ac¬ 
quaintances.—  We  became  quite  familiar  with  Amin  Bey  the  Turk¬ 
ish  Ambassador,  with  whom  John  conversed  considerably  through 
his  interpreter.  I  really  fell  quite  in  love  with  him,  for  one  reason 
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that  is,  he  has  but  one  wife,  and  says  she  shall  be  the  only  one  as  long 
as  she  lives.  lie  has  gone  to  Detroit.  Our  Clover ninent  has  been 
pietty  liberal  in  giving  him  $10,000  to  travel  over  our  country  with. 

He  has  chosen  an  unfavorable  season  ol  the  year  to  go  up  to  the 
Lakes. 


Our  Scotch  friends  were  with  us  in  buffalo  for  live  days-they  are 
in  Den  oil  I01  the  winter.  1  think  Alex,  seems  very  strongly  inclined 
to  settle  in  this  country.  John  is  waiting  for  this  letter,  to  put  it  in 
the  oil  ice,  so  I  must  close,  promising  mysell  more  leisure  the  next 
time.  I  hope  I  shall  hear  from  you  soon.  Kiss  the  children  lor  me.— 
Remember  me  to  Mr.  baker,  and  accept  much  love  1 10111 


Your  all  .  Sister— Lib. 


1  Alexander  Stuart  of  Edinburgh,  brother  of  Robert  .Stuart. 

1  lien  Caiins  Stuart,  whose  baby  William  was  born  there  (let.  yy,  i8-,o. 

■*  Oavit.1  Stuart  was  elected  as  Prosecuting  Attorney  by  .1  majority  ol  <j  |  over  B 
Dulliehl. 

1  Ellen’s  baby,  William  Cairns  Stuart  was  born  in  Detroit  October  y_\  iN-,o. 

Ellen  Cairns  Stuart  S;  her  husband  "Bob” — Robert  Stuart  Jr. 


Detroit.  November  toy,  1850. 

You  have  probably  noticed,  dear  Son,  that  it  is  my  custom  to 
notice  every  part  of  the  letter,  the  reciept  ol  which  I  am  acknowl¬ 
edging.  Your  kind  favor  of  16th  In:  1  begin  with  the  envelope  &  ask 
111  y sel  1  why  you  paid  your  postage?  Was  it  because  mine  were  pd? 
Now  1  think  it  is  enough  that  you  are  kept  by  me  so  constantly 
exercised,  without  leeling  that  you  must  cash  it  in  the  bargain.— 
1  01  t he. I u tin e,  wi  11  you  al low  me  to  in  part  manliest  the  1  lappi ness  & 
real  comlort  your  letters  always  afford  me  by  permitting  me  to  pay 
my  own  postage?  Our  letters  are  always  business  letters-!-  when  I 
write  such,  no  matter  to  whom— I  always  pay.—  Kvcn  to  Mary,  il  1 
write  heron  business,  I  pay  her  postage,  &  would  gladly  (if  it  would 
induce  her  to  write  ollener)  always  pay  them.— 

1  beg  that  you  will  give  yourself  no  trouble  about  the  money  for 
Union  Magazine,— let  it  go.—  Hut  /  am  right,  &  they  wrong.—  The 
Inst  year  K.  may  remember  1  pd.  him  in  Oct.  when  he  handed  me 


i  i  ..  .  .  \  '  ..1  l  •  u  U  M.rl  ill  ?*»V  ,!  fill* 


■Jfh  nt  v|  il  »>/  11  Jf  1 1 J  to  iJOii  »i  iJ.  fOVI.i  l»  111*  f(  ’O/1  >  •  l*(  *  'it 

1  i  j  (rjy.u  ox.:  -2/.  4m  '  .  run.  n  :><li  ■  '  >  ; 


ji  ii  jiKj  t  ,!i:  ojt  ii!i  iol  1 1 1  ./  'i  nr!  >,  .yrin-i  "  *irli  ui 

i  1  •  :  1  -  ■ 


iuma  ('  )•>/.  rt  • i,  rtt  rut 

A>\  i*  .« 


t,}  II  i  m  »  i.i  <\  li  Jul)  ,im^  yldsdoKf  y/ul  uo  / 

. 

,1  .j  •.)  >  •  n.i  JO-  i  n  >  >y.\  i  k  UW  Y  n  //  ’i:T<  •  . 


jin  yd  U  ’jX  ‘Mi.  noy  id  :.;iio/r>  n  .u  ^ifiiril  I  v/ol/l 

./III  !  u.d  •  ;  I  III  J;  * ' '  <  "J  ^.MII  11  ov  n.i  i  -nil. d  world*  \Ly;Ai  >  ij/o“ 


>'  /,  niij  -1  mI?  ir  j U i  i.rn  ii  >  /ii  oi -mi  vodi  j  ivi  -j  ..'ji?:  *j/Ij  -jo  f 

Yi  j  i ; /  -!  ;.iii  nnariuf  vd  n  i-i- » J i . .  ayj  v/h;  /. :  jJJ  >(  w<j{  )  loitu.j  j  W- 1 


,  riii  >1  J"»jni*j'J  rt  u’l/;  -  .  j  1  >  f  •.  ’I  n.AK/ni 

I  /  ii  Ii  •  i.!'  IjJijo  ,  yji  -  i  r  ...  t  •  .jo/jui';  dr  «  ..!  >lh'// 

u ->ii i  yi.cj  * -n-Mti-n  ( r->n  jjUi  w.  rw  oi  r>ii  o-juLoi 
h  i  »«u  /i  ti/lj  .mod*  ildiktil  ou  Ibn  «  -jvj  }  Uiv/  wo/  Jj;/!j }  >d  1 

i  •  ii  >  ,»  ,w  rw;  \  mil  <  i.  •  r  r.  Vj  ni--.il I 

•jin  li-jtiinnl  jil  nuflw  .1)0  m  iriifl  bq  I  indm-joni  vaut  A  w;»y  J/  »il 


S  T UA  R  T  L  E  T  TE  R  S  i  G3 

the  Magazine.  We  have  always  to  pay  in  advance.—  I  now  inclose 
his  reciept,  which  Mr.  Jieach  told  me  paid  up  to  Dec.  I  may  have  mis¬ 
understood  him— If  I  am  right,  &  you  get  the  money,  please  buy 
with  it  Books  for  the  Children. 

Mis.  C  lass  &:  Isabella  have  gone  to  Savannah.—  I  think  or  hope  that 
Detroit,  is  going  to  be  very  sober  this  winter.—  I  was  sure,  that  both 
you  &  kale  would  be  delighted  with  the  intelligence  of  Coin. 
Mi  Crea,  as  it  comes  from  those,  who  are  enlightened  upon  the  oper¬ 
ations  ol  the  Spirit  ol  Cod— &  alter  their  interesting  visit  my  first 
thought  was  “Oh  for  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,”— k  how  quickly 
I  would  write  to  Mrs.  Me  Crea— the  ability  to  do  it  alone  hindered.— 
My  heart  R:  deepest  sympathies  are  with  her.—  Do  urge  Kate  to  write 
often  to  her— not  wait  for  her  answers.—  When  life  was  sweet  &  joy¬ 
ous  to  her— She  R:  her  kind  husband  did  all  in  their  power  to  make 
New  Orleans  a  happy  home  to  her.—  Perhaps  dear  Son— You  are  not 
aware— that  You  taught  me  my  duty  as  a  widow— gave  me  the  first 
hi  ight,  blessed  view  of  “the  translation”  of  my  blessed,  my  just  one 
made  perfect.  No  ceremony  of  feeling  could  hinder  me  from  writing 
—for  her  kindness  to  Kale  I  have  always  loved  her— 8:  now  feel  really 
bound  to  her  by  a  like  sorrow.— 

Kllen  is  really  a  praiseworthy  girl.—  She  is,  or  seems  perfectly 
amiable— humble— kind— considerate— grateful  &  happy.—  Not  the 
slightest  trouble— insisted  “on  going  in  the  third  story  because  she 
would  not  have  that  new  carpet  ruined— which  one  winter  with 
young  children  would  do.”  She  seems  very  happy  &  evidently  flat¬ 
tered  when  T  gave  her  your  Message.— 

Brother  Alex,  has  taken  up  his  abode  with  David.—  Young  A. 
with  me.  They  arc  both,  I  think,  perfectly  wretched.—  Why— I  do 
not  know.—  1  he  old  one  reminds  me  of  a  caged  Animal.—  You  know 
how  they  walk  to  8c  fro.—  He  is  not  quiet  one  moment.  He  told  me 
that  a  few  evenings  since  Alex,  came  to  him  &  asked  for  a  check.— 
“What  are  ye  going  to  make  o’  a  check?”  “Go  immediately  to  Scot¬ 
land.  I’ll  stay  no  longer  in  America.”  Father— “No— I’ll  no  gi  ye  a 
check  tonight:  for  the  purpose— but  come  tomorrow  8;  may  be  I’ll  gi 
it  to  ye.”— The  next  day  the  old  gentleman  took  him  on  a  jaunt  to 
Canada,  where  they  spent  the  day  in  the  depths  of  the  Forest,  seeing 
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Scotchman  fell  trees,  who  is  clearing  Land  in  Canada.  I  suppose  that 
was  lo  Alex,  a  taste  ol  American  Farming— the  night  that  Alex 
asked  lor  the  money  lie  did  not  come  in  until  in  O’clock  &  evidently 
had  been  weeping.—  God  never  designed  Man  to  live  in  idleness— 
we  must  have  some  incentive-idleness  withers  soul  k  body.— 
Yesleiday  dear  Fan  was  three  years  old,  how  vividly  the  whole 
scene  is  in  my  heart-*:  Bessy  has  turned  her  fifth  year-how  these 
events  mark  the  rapid  flight  of  time! 

M)  love  to  Kale— always  my  best  wishes  to  the  family  in  Bond  St.— 
A  kiss  with  much  love  to  my  blessed  children.  Accept  for  yourself 
the  love  &  respect  of 

Your  obliged  affectionate 

•  Mother  F..F.S. 


Detroit,  Nov.  117,  1870 

Dear  Son— 

1  his  morning  youi  kind  attention  of  21st,  with  accompanying 
a/c-I  lave  almost  made  me  sick!  Shall  I  confess  my  weakness?  It  gave 
me  a  hearty  crying  spell— it  looks  to  myself ,  like  an  utter  want  of 
principle-how  I  have  got  through  with  so  much  money-for  my 
life  I  cannot  tell  I  cannot  look  upon  a  transaction  ol  mine  that 
I  think  would  not  have  been  done  had  their  father  lived,  except  the 
$60  to  David— he  might  have  thought  D-was  better  about  his  busi¬ 
ness  &  his  keen  disci  lmmation  would  not  have  been  thus  long  find¬ 
ing  out  the  folly  of  it  as  regards  the  Stuarts— Never  since  I  married 
were  our  expenses  so  disgraceful— What  can  I  do? 

1  have  spent  this  whole  morning  in  useless  regrets,  &  trying  to 
see  whei e  I  can  letiench — I  know  ol  nothing  except  in  doing  'with¬ 
out  a  man  servant-8;  paying  $2  less  to  the  Cook  &  being  in  utter 
confusion,  k  nothing  fit  to  come  to  table— I  could  get  no  woman  to 
cook,  k  do  my  enormous  washing— so  that  I  could  not  retrench  in 
the  Wash  dep. 

I  have  resolved  to  break  up  in  the  Spring,— &  if  Joe  Clarke  will 
give  me  $600  a  year  for  the  house  k  furniture— rent  all— 
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I  enclose  you  Moffat’s  agreement— Fell  me  all  you  think  of  it— 
1  low  shall  the  Money  be  pel?!  Shall  1  take  S:  reserve  Redfield's  Thou¬ 
sand  for  it— 

Oh,  that  I  could  fly  to  you  for  one  hour  by  Telegraph!  I  never 
left  so  perfectly  bewildered— 

IS  1  oil  a  t  has  begun  the  Cellars  &  got  out  the  Timber  so  that  there 
is  no  retracing  that  step  if  it  be  a  bad  one— He  says  the  House  on 
the  Avenue,  will  with  ease  rent  for  $120— M.  says  it  will  rent  for 
$150  but  our  object  will  be  gained— possession- 

II  there  is  any  other  way  to  pay  than  Redfield’s— I  suppose  it  would 
be  desirable,  because  it  wotdd  have  to  lie  idle  most  part  of  the  time— 

Mollat  is  a  Scotchman,  and  I  believe  scrupulously  honest— he  says 
I  may  change  the  payments  to  suit  my  own  convenience— but  he 
would  like  them  in  the  time  specified— 

All  well— Love  to  all,  Sc  much  for  yourself— from 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  noticed  what  you  say  about  Burch— ’Tis  lolly  to  think  any  more 
of,  or  for  the  Stuarts — they  mean  to  take  no  man’s  (nor  womans 
neither)  advice— 'I  hey  have  got  something  more  in  their  philosophy 
than  is  di earned  ol  in  ours—  1  he  other  day,  under  some  excitement 
in  talk  with  me,  he  said  “  They  will  not  get  me  in  Scotland,  if  they  do, 
I  would  never  be  let  out  of  it  again”!!— I  am  afraid  that  he  has  sent 
lor  his  Sister  8c  family  Sc  his  daughter  Mary  to  come  out  to  America! 
They  are  evidently  waiting  for  something— 


Erie.  Deem.  12th.  1850. 

My  dear  Sister. 

I  reed,  yours  of  the  3rd.  a  few  days  since.  Sc  if  there  had  been  any¬ 
thing  to  write  about,  it  would  have  been  answered  at  once,  but  Erie 
is  not  the  place  to  hear  or  learn  much  news. 

We  had  heard  of  Aunt  Maria’s1  death  from  Mother.  S :  of  course 
were  very  much  shocked:  Kate  McCrea  brought  the  news  from  New 
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York.  I  believe  Mother  lias  not  heard  yet  from  [Jncle  Thorne  or 
irom  any  o(  the  boys:  from  Mother’s  last  letter  to  me  1  should  judge 
that  she  was  in  a  very  gloomy  state  of  mind.  1  think  that  she  has 
about  made  up  her  mind  to  give  up  the  house  next  summer.  1  hope 

she  will  do  n  lor  as  long  as  she  has  the  care  of  that  house  1  never 
expect  to  see  her  well. 

I  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  myself.  1  have  always  enjoyed  such 
gooil  health  that  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  any  right  to  be  sick  now. 
but  so  it  is.  I  have  been  obliged  to  give  up  duty  &  am  now  on  the 
Dr.  hands.  lie  appears  to  think  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  do  any 
more  duty  on  board  this  winter  &  he  is  rather  anxious  for  me  to  leave 
Krie  for  the  winter,  all  hands  appear  to  agree  with  him,  but  what 
it  is  all  about  I  can  not  tell  for  most  of  the  time  I  feel  as  well  as  1  ever 
d^  m  my  hie.  I  think  the  Ague  has  left  me  weak,  but  in  a  short  time 
I  wdl  get  over  it  &  be  as  good  as  ever.  1  must  say  that  1  would  feel  a 
little  more  comfortable  if  1  could  get  rid  of  my  night  sweats,  &  I  hope 
as  I  gain  strength,  I  will.  If  I  do  not  1  will  follow  the  l)r.  advise  Sc 


spend  the  winter  in  some  warmer  place  than  Ki  ie. 

Uib  s  father  arrived  on  the  91  h.  Sc  brought  her  Harp,  books  &.c. 
he  will  tel  urn  by  the  first  boat.  Winter  is  upon  us  in  good  earnest 
the  weather  is  cold  Sc  we  have  plenty  of  Snow.  We  have  boats  yet 
between  buffalo  Sc  Detroit,  but  if  our  weat  her  continues  as  cold  for 

a  few  days  longer  as  it  has  been  for  the  past  week  there  will  be  a  stop 
put  to  them. 

on  did  not  understand  my  feeling  about  Walker - 1  would  not 

lu\e  a  man  vote  contrary  to  his  political  opinion,  or  would  I  have 
had  Walker  work  for  Dave.  1  would  wish  him  to  work  with  all  his 
heart  for  the  Whig  party  Sc  not  vote  for  the  best  man  in  the  world 
if  he  was  a  democrat.  All  I  objected  to  was  what  I  objected  to  in 
bacon:  what  I  would  object  to  in  any  man  Sc  that  was  taking  Uncle 
up  to  the  Polls  &:  urging  the  old  Humbug  to  vote  against  his  own 
blood,  that  was  all.  I  would  not  have  Walker  or  any  other  man  give 
up  one  inch  of  Whig  ground  for  anything. - 

I  left  my  letter  open  &:  went  out  lor  a  few  moments  came  back  Sc 
found  that  Lib  had  made  use  of  the  other  two  pages,  so  1  will  not 
have  room  lor  the  long  letter  I  intended  to  write - You  know  that 
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in  a  place  like  Erie  one  can  write  long  letters  without  any  diiliculty 
In  iaet  we  have  no  news.  Give  each  of  the  children  a  kiss  lor  me  with 
my  love.  Remember  me  to  Mr.  Baker.  And  if  Kitty  Neale-  is  with 
you  remember  me  to  her,  &  accept  my  dear  Sister  the  love  ol 

Your  devoted  Brother 

John 

Dear  Kate, 

I  was  glad  to  receive  your  letter  last  week,  and  to  learn  that  you 
had  been  able  to  read  the  music  which  1  almost  feared  to  send  you, 
lest  you  might  think  1  had  not  taken  much  pains  in  copying  it. 

John  has  informed  you  that  my  Father  is  now  visiting  me.  Of 
course  you  can  easily  imagine  that  I  am  delighted  to  have  him  here, 
and  only  regret,  that  he  is  obliged  to  leave  me  again,  which  he  will 
do  by  the  Inst  boat.  I  Ie  had  a  very  severe  time  in  coming,  as  he  was 
carried  by  here  in  a  snow-storm,  to  Cleveland,  from  which  place  he 
took  another  boat  lor  Erie.  He  has  been  here  for  three  days,  and 
returns  to  New-York  after  spending  a  short  time  in  Buffalo  and 
Lockporl.  lie  was  astonished  to  find  John  in  such  poor  health,  & 
thinks  he  sees  a  great  alteration.  He  dreads  to  have  John  remain 
here  during  this  winter,  and  has  tried  very  hard  to  persuade  him  to 
go  where  it  is  warmer.  I  think  however  John  seems  unwilling  to  go 
away. 

1  am  glad  to  see  my  Harp  once  more!  It  looks  like  an  old  friend! 

I  intend  to  practice  diligently  this  winter - and  I  hope  we  may  at 

some  Inline  time  have  an  opportunity  to  play  duetts  on  our  own 
instruments.  1  think  you  must  enjoy  your  musical  soirees  very  much. 
I  should  like  to  be  one  of  your  number. 

Erie  is  an  exceedingly  dull  place - nothing  to  be  seen  from  the 

window  but  cows,  lighting  dogs,  farmers’  wagons,  &c.  &c.  However 
I  am  content  to  be  anywhere  with  John.  We  have  plenty  of  books, 
for  Father  has  brought  me  a  trunk  full,  and  we  can  manage  to  oc¬ 
cupy  ourselves  enough  to  keep  off  ennui. 

The  last  news  I  heard  from  Detroit,  was  that  Mrs.  Bates  had  returned 
to  her  husband - that  Miss  Whistler  was  at  rather  a  low  ebb, - that 
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some  of  the  young  ladies  with  Mrs.  Grayson,  had  formed  a  whist- 

club,  from  which  gentlemen  are  by  no  means  excluded - that  a 

1' re nch  class  had  been  formed  comprising  Mr.  Alpheus  Williams, 
the  renowned  Joe  Clark  Sc.wife,  together  with  some  others,  1  believe. 
Imagine  Joseph  studying  French!!! 

We  have  had  a  constant  snow-storm  lor  three  or  four  days.  It  still 
continues,  thick,  and  last.  Sleighing  is  good  to  Buffalo.  We  shall  soon 
be  locked  in  entirely.  I  hope  the  children  are  well.  May  1  depute 
you  to  kiss  them  all  for  me?  Please  remember  me  to  your  good  hus¬ 
band,  and  accept  the  assurance  that  I  am 

Your  a  (ft.  sister 
Lib 

1  Maria  Sullivan  Thorne  died  Nov.  ”5,  1850. 

-  Kilty  Neal  was  a  nurse  who  came  from  Detroit. 


Detroit,  Dec.  26th,  1  850 

Dear  Son— 

F.-llen  is  convalescing  from  an  attack  of  conjestion  ol  the  Brain! 
except  when  nursing,  1  had  the  entire  ch.  of  the  infant1— for  her 

Nurse  was  occupied  Wholly  entirely  with  the  other  child - 8c  poor 

Ellen  got  all  the  attention  1  could  give  her  (which  was  little  enough) 
—yet  that,  together  with  my  upstairs  girl,  who  was  ill  at  the  same 
time,  8c  I  with  no  one  in  her  place— kept  me  on  my  feet  from  the  time 
I  arose  until  7  Oclock  P.M.— 8c  then  1  am  too  tired  &  too  imbecile 
to  think— 

Ellen  has  been  down  today  (28th)— 8c  this  afternoon  I  am  going  to 
send  the  poor  girl  to  her  friends— she  is  getting  no  better— 8:  1  am 
really  afraid  I  shall  be  ill  myself— I  am  very  nervus— 

We  have  all  kinds  of  scenes  here— a  few  mornings  since,  young 
Alex  went  into  Uncle’s  room  8c  found  all  his  hair  Singed— “Why, 
sir,  what  is  the  matter  with  your  head?”  Uncle,  ‘‘Why,  Sir?”  A.  “It 
looks  very  like  as  if  fire  had  passed  over  your  head!”  IJn:  “Aye? 
Well,  can  you  not  take  it  off?”  Alex,  “Well,  yes,  by  cutting  it”— 
“Cut  away,  then”,  said  Uncle,  “but  never  speak  about  it”— He  had 
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been  reading,  2c  I  suppose  got  a  sleep  Sc  his  hair  caught  lire!  He  will 
in  spite  ol  all  remonstrance  leave  his  Stove  door  Open- 

Cast  evening,  young  Alex  accompanied  him  to  his  room,  which 
he  found  so  full  of  smoke  that  they  were  nearly  suffocated,— but  the 
hire  could  not  be  seen— soon  as  the  air  reached  the  Bed,  it  was  on 
fire!— Alex  with  great  collectedness,  snached  off  all  of  the  Bed 
Clothes  which  were  left  &:  threw  them  in  a  Bank  of  Snow— fe -with 
John’s  assistance  got  the  fire  under— of  2  blankets— there  is  in  all 
about  a  Yd.  ol  Blankets  left— A  very  large  &:  heavy  comforter—  K.  may 
remember  the  largest  ones  I  made— Burnt  up— a  new  Mattress  Burnt 
hair  &  all,  about  a  Yard  8c  half  in  circumference— today  we  look  as  if 
we  really  had  had  a  fire— had  Unde  been  alone,  he  would  have  been 
burnt  to  death— for  he  neither  smelt  the  fire  nor  felt  the  suifocat  ion— 
Mr  Walker  has  written  you  all  relative  to  Doctor’s  Taxes,  fee. 
Poor  Kate— 1  fear  is  doomed  to  lead  very  much  such  a  life  as  her 
parents— Why  is  it  that  some  families  are  enabled  to  live  so  much 
more  quietly  than  others? 

I  feel  with  you  that  Gotheal  is  strictly  trustworthy— Mr  Walker 
will  attend  to  the  Frazer  McRenolds  Sec.  matters— also  “Rip  Van 
Winkle”— 

1  am  rejoiced  to  know  that  you  are  all  kept  in  such  fine  health— 
1  low  beautiful  the  sight  of  those  four  sweet  little  girls!— My  blessed 
Eliza  Warded— to  he  walking!  Soon  she  too  will  begin  to  sing  with 
my  Sweet  four  Sab.  School  Songs— My  loved  Mary  2c  Bessie— now 
must  he  companionable— dear  Bessie,  she  need  not  say  she  “is  a  good 
girl  ”— Grand  Ma  always  thought  she  was  a  dear  good  affectionate 
child— Our  wise  thoughtful  “Poetic”  Mary  occupies  much  of  my 
thoughts -Dear  child,  1  suppose  she  is  fast  relinguishing  the  plan  of 
being  my  eyes  2c  ears!  but  so  that  she  will  use  them  for  herself  Sc  the 
world  as  faithfully  as  she  has  thus  far— I  shall  be  satisfied 
My  love  to  you  and  a  kiss  from  Grand  Ma  for  each— 

R.R.Bond  449— Paid— Copeland  on  the  $500  not  due  until  1st 
May— Payable  annually  Sc  not  semi-annually— Bramin  has  not  paid 
—because  we  gave  him  grace  as  he  was  negociating  with  some  Man 
about  selling— Today  he  was  here  8c  has  sold  to  Newbold— who  I 
hope  will  be  a  better  Paymaster— 
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I  believe  I  told  you  that  Uncle  A  was  staying  at  David's— The)'  are 
yet  unsettled— no  nearer  dccission  than  when  they  first  came  over— 
I  get  a  letter  every  week  from  John— Fever  &  ague  still  hang  on  to 
him 

My  love  to  Kate— &  as  soon  as  1  possibly  can  J  will  write— 11  I  am 
at  all  unwell  she  shall  know  it  immediately— I  never  was  better  than 
I  am  now— only  driven— 

With  love  to  you,  my  very  dear  Son,  I  am 

Your  Afft.  Mother, 

E.F.S. 


Fast  night  I  reed  a  letter  I rom  Mrs  Col.  Stuart— she  desires  her 
most  aflectionate  regards  to  Mrs  Baker  R:  1  in  ner’” — R:  kind  respects 
to  Mr  B— I  am  ashamed  of  this — 


1  I  ke  infant  was  William  Cairns  Smart,  horn  Oct.  2a,  i8y>  in  Detroit. 


Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  Jan.  31  d,  1  85  1 


When  my  heart  gets  too  full,  then  I 
My  love  to  Kate  R:  children— Tell  K 


turn  to  you— 

,  it  will  be  some  time  before 


I  can  write  her— for  the  last  three  weeks  those  distressing  nights  with 
which  I  suffered  in  the  fall— are  again  mine— 1  do  not  think  that 
I  sleep  three  hours  the  whole  night  consequently— My  appetite  is 
gone— I  am  exceedingly  weak,  &  horridly  nervus— at  such  times  writ¬ 
ing  ever  so  little  hurts  me— I  am  going  to  work  Sc  try  to  overcome  it, 
by  exercise  in  the  open  air  R:  watch  my  diet,  Sc  if  permitted— hope 
soon  to  be  able  to  “do  up”  my  writing— Ask  her,  when  she  writes  to 
Mary,  John  Sc  Lavinia,  to  mention  this— Understand  me,  1  am  well, 
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at  the  Breakiast  table  every  morning  by  half  past  seven— never  lie 
down  through  the  day — S:  my  spirits  good— 

fell  her  it  is  feared  by  every  one  that  Eliza  Halbert  must  die— 
her  worldly  prospects  were  great— Engaged  to  be  married  to  lion. 
John  Schoolcraft  worth  $500,000— and  one  of  Nature’s  Noblemen 
— 1  think  her  Mother  missed  it,  when  she  would  not  have  the  Mar¬ 
riage  take  place  last  fall— he  wished  it,  that  he  “might  lime  a  right 
to  take  her  to  the  South  of  France,  Italy,  Sjc” — 1  fear  the  hour  is  past 
foi  her  recovery— He  has  been  to  the  family,  ever  since  llulberi’s 
confinement  in  the  Asylum,  Father,  Brother,  Son,  Friend— rt//— Poor 
Mrs  I  lulbert  seems  like  one  deranged— so  well  she  may— Her  daugh¬ 
ter  was  ;d l  she  could  wish— the  moment  her  trouble  came— She  got 
a  class  for  music  S:  all  her  earnings  she  gave  to  her  Mother— She  is  a 
Christian,  in  a  very  happy,  submissive  state  of  mind— Poor  Mrs  II 
has  the  deep  sympathy  of  all  the  community— 

Fell  K— always  to  name  Miss  Rockwell  &  old  Uncle— &  the  As1— 
Young  A  has  had  a  severe  attack  of  something  which  has  changed 
him  very  much— Dr  Stuart  says  it  was  Scarlet  Fever— 

With  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart 

Will  Rate  take  Rome  ~  or  England— do  let  me  know— I  am  disap¬ 
pointed— I  thought  I  should  have  got  a  tin  Box  full  instead  of  which, 
ii  is  only  one  set— 

1  The  Alexander  Stuarts. 

-  Ilarj)  strings— English  or  Italian. 


April  15,  1851. 

Dearest  Kate 

I  see  no  way  of  writing  to  you  except  I  do  it  in  Journal  form  and 
that  every  night— altho  in  truth  I  have  nothing  apparently  to  hinder, 
yet  I  seem  to  be  constantly  interrupted.  Today  poor  Genl.  Brady 
died,1  and  altho  a  sorrowful  event,  yet  there  was  much  for  which 
their  family  have  to  be  thankful.  He  had  his  senses  perfectly  all  the 
time  ’till  the  hour  of  his  death.  It  effects  Uncle  very  much,  only  the 
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day  before  his  I  Iorses  ran  away  with  him,  he  had  been  visiting  Unele 
and  on  leaving  he  took  Uncle’s  hand  and  said,  ‘  Well,  old  man,  good 

bye,  I  hope  you  and  I  will  go  through  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow 
oi  death  together.” 

ib.  I  oday  I  had  visits  from  Mrs.  Farnsworth,  Mrs.  1  loward  and 
Mrs.  Dr.  Whitney-all  spoke  much  of  you  and  our  sainted  Lamb.2 
Mrs.  II.  took  Mary’s  verses  home,  by  way  of  stimulating  her  children 
to  h he  attainments,  she  was  perfectly  surprized. 

1  oday  I  reed,  your  letter.  I  am  glad  you  got  along  so  easy  with 
die  girls,  and  that  Margaret  is  to  stay,  if  she  is  not  a  treasure  I  will 
never  dare  pronounce  an  opinion  again.  The  few  words  you  had 
with  Catharine  show  that  you  are  well  riel  of  her,  and  that  she  would 
ne'er  be  better.  I  am  troubled  about  my  dear  bessicy1  1  am  afraid 
that  /  tasked  her  dear  head  too  much.  Do  suspend  all  instruction, 
and  lor  a  year  do  not  give  her  a  serious  thought,  and  do  beg  Dr. 
Jones  to  go  to  work  as  il  she  had  infianiation  or  congestion  of  the 
brain.  I  do  not  believe  it  would  materially  injure  her  to  put  a  small 
blister  on  each  temple  and  one  on  the  back  of  the  neck-and  after 
the)  get  well,  if  the  pain  continues,  1  would  put  tilts,  to  her  feet.  For 
weeks  little  benson  was  exactly  like  bessicy1  went  to  school  all  the 
time,  until  he  began  to  be  so  much  complaining  as  to  wish  to  be 
(puet  and  sit  in  his  mother’s  arms,  which  alarmed  her  and  she  sent 
for  the  Doc.  who  first  thought  “that  it  must  be  worms”,  then  the 
stomach,  and  anything  and  everything  but  the  right  thing,  until 
she  noticed  a  drooping  of  the  left  eye,  which  alarmed  her  greatly. 
Again  she  sent  for  and  pointed  out  this  to  the  Doc.  who  manifested 
alarm  and  said,  ”’Tis  congestion!  I  fear  his  brain  is  affected.  I  tell 
you  thcsc  tilings  to  try  to  get  you  to  anticipate  the  disease  and  not 
let  it  steal  along  ’til  it  is  too  late!  At  any  rate,  set  her  to  play  and  no 
more  lessons  or  verses,  cultivate  her  mind  by  conversation,  her 
memory  now  is  excellent.  My  blessed  little  Lamb! 

D°  not  forget  to  keep  me  posted  up  in  all  ch.  matters,  are  the 
Condits  really  going  to  leave?  Dr.  S.1  and  bell  Duflield  are  engaged. 
Did  you  get  four  Night  Caps  from  Maynard?  I  am  doing  wrong  to 
write— every  night  since  I  came  home,  I  suffer  with  Asthma,  which 
hangs  on  slightly  all  day-so  that  1  sit  idle  all  day.  Today  we  had  a 
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visit  from  young  Alex.15  Yesterday  he  and  his  father  were  riding— 
the  horse  ran  away  with  them  and  sprained  the  old  one’s  right  hand. 

18.  From  time  to  time  I  have  sent  you  the  papers.  I  have  just 
seen  the  last  of  the  Procession  of  our  loved,  respected,  lamented 
Cienl.  Brady— and  such  a  procession  I  have  never  witnessed,  it  was 
truly  a  moving  scene.  You  saw  no  talking,  no  light  manner,  all  (even 
the  hour)  seemed  deeply  solemn.  Thus  has  Earth  heaped  upon 
worth,  truthfulness,  Honor  and  all  that  could  make  character  lovely, 
all  the  honor  she  could.  Not  many  men  live  so  loved,  so  venerated, 
so  honored  as  Genl.  Brady,  and  were  he  mine,  I  should  not  doubt 
his  inheriting  a  crown  of  Glory.  I  wrote  you  that  until  the  day  of  his 
death  his  senses  remained  perfect.  When  Mr.  Dulheld  commenced 
a  conversation  with  him,  he  said,  “No  one  knows  how  much  this 
subject  has  occupied  my  solemn  consideration.  1  do  not  fear  death, 
1  believe  God  is  my  friend.  I  wish  I  could  tell  you  all  my  feelings, 
but  I  am  too  weak,  but  as  soon  as  I  get  better,  I  will  tell  you  all." 
Uncle  is  made  very  sad  by  the  event. 

Last  night  I  was  cheered  by  yours  and  Mr.  B.’s.  1  sign  the  notes 
and  enclose  them.  I  see  the  propriety  of  his  views  of  answering  jane’s 
note.'1 1  can  with  truth  say,  that  I  had  not  an  unkind  feeling,  and  had 
but  one  thing  in  view,  i.c.,  to  say  neither  more  nor  less  than  she,  and 
never  thought  how  I  was  putting  myself  in  a  wrong  position.  I  beg 
that  neither  you  nor  Mr.  B.  will  think  I  took  that  seat,  either  from 
courtesy  or  sell  denial.  I  really  did  it  from  sheer  selfishness,  and  fully 
proved  that  where  ignorance  is  bliss  ‘Tis  folly  to  be  wise.  Poor  John 
insisted  on  my  “only  trying  the  one  he  had",  and  I  found  really  that 
I  had  been  enjoying  a  very  hard  seat.  lie  took  it,  poor  fellow,  and 
had  a  hard  shake  upon  it,  for  he  could  not  exchange  back. 

Fell  Mr.  B.  that  Walker  made  a  bad  business  of  renting  the  new 
houses.  Flic  Adams  A.  should  have  brought  $200.  Rents  are  very 
high,  houses  in  great  demand.  Mr.  Bacon  has  rented  his  little  mean 
house  on  Larned  Street  (which  cost  him  $800.)  for  $150.  and  says 
“lie  regrets  not  getting  $200,  for  lie  could  just  as  well  as  not".  Ours 
arc  rented  for  three  years.  It  is  no  matter,  only  by  bond  and  Mort¬ 
gage  we  would  have  reed.  10  per  ct.  for  our  money.  I  have  only  seen 
Mr.  Walker  once,  which  was  the  Sat.  I  could  not  talk  to  him  then. 
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Jolm  will  keep  after  him,  lie  lias  lor  the  last  week  been  in  the 
country. 

I  am  thankl  til  that  clear  Bessie  is  better,  let  me  beg  of  you  to  watch 
liu  and  head  the  disease.  1  ell  Dr.  Jones  of  the  predisposition  among 
our  children  to  brain  disease.  Kiss  my  loved,  my  precious  children 
for  ^e.  Tell  Mary  she  must  send  me  at  least  two  verses  a  piece.  Will 
)ou  ask  Mi.  B.  to  say  to  his  lather  that  Uncle  was  vary,  very  much 
flattered  at  his  remembrance  of  him.  “Tell  him  (said  Uncle)  Oh, 
I  thank  him  very  much.  1  hat,  Ma  am,  is  a  real  gentleman,  make  my 
kind  compliments  to  him.” 

Remember  me  affectionately  to  all  Mr.  Baker’s  family,  to  your 
valuable  It  lends,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stiles,  my  affectionate  regard — and 
to  the  Ladies  whom  I  love  and  respect  always  remember— Mrs. 
Chester,  Condits  and  McKinzie,  these  I  truly  love.  Let  me  know 
when  you  settle  your  minister  and  how  you  like  him.  You  need  not 
sa)  one  woid  of  house  cleaning — I  do  not  believe  I  ever  again  will 
have  energy  to  clean  house. 

May  God’s  richest  blessing  rest  upon  your  house.  1  feel  that  it 
does.  “He  that  honoreth  me,  etc.  My  best  love  to  Mr.  B.  and  much 
with  kisses  lor  my  beloved  children  and  yourself  from  your  alii, 
mother, 

E.  E.  S. 

1  General  Hugh  Brady,  was  riding  out  and  nearing  the  head  of  Monroe  Avenue, 
Ids  horse  took  fright,  and  running  away,  threw  him  out  of  Ids  carriage. 

-Sarah  Morris  Baker  “Fanny,”  the  daughter  of  William  Baker  and  Kate  Stuart 
Baku,  horn  Nov.  2|,  iH|y,  dearly  hcloved  by  the  family— gay  and  dancing— when  only 
only  about  3 y2  years  old,  tripped  over  and  fell  into  a  tub  of  boiling  water,  set  on  the 
bark  porch  by  the  laundress,  and  was  scalded  to  death,  February  i,y,  1851. 

1. li/a  belli  Fmnia  Baker,  born  Nov.  t),  1  3.  I  he  tragic  death  of  little  Fanny  made 

a  deep  impression  on  her  sister  Bessie. 

i  he  situation  could  have  been  that  of  a  much  disturbed,  upset  child,  who  had 
l)c(  n  aflcctcd  by  the  scalding  of  her  little  sister.  In  those  days,  blistering  or  cupping 
were  frequently  done  for  any  disorder,  be  it  head,  chest,  or  belly.  There  were  no  good 
diagnostic  methods  or  tests,  and  these  treatments  were  used  empirically." 

Dr.  R.  Brctncy  Miller,  Washington  I).C. 

4  Dr-  Morse  Stewart,  physician,  was  engaged  to  Isabella  Duffield,  only  daughter  of 
Rev.  Dr.  &  Mrs.  George  Duffield. 

6  Alexander  Stuart  Jr.  of  Edinburgh. 

0  Jane  Sullivan  Haslett,  sister  of  E.E.S. 
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Del  roil,  April  24th,  1  85  1 . 

Dear  Baker 

Mother  has  reed.  Kate’s  letter  and  will  write  in  a  day  or  two.  All 
are  well  and  Mother  is  much  better.  Bob1  is  in  New  York  and  will 
be  here  on  the  26th.  “A  good  time  coming,  Boys”.  1  expect  to  be 
rode  over  rough  shod.  So  I  will  have  to  “Keep  my  Boots  on  and  keep 
down  town  and  do  business”. 

Tell  Kate  that  Lib’s  letter  will  give  her  the  news.  1  had  a  hard 
shake  yesterday.  All  send  love.  Give  my  love  to  Kate  and  the  children 
and  believe  me, 


Yours  Truly, 

John 


1  Robert  Stuart  Jr. 


Detroit,  April  28,  1851. 

My  dearest  Sister,— 

I  have  been  afraid  for  some  time  past  that  as  you  would  see  in y 
letters  opened  you  would  say  “oh  pshaw,  John’s  letters  are  not  worth 
their  postage”,  for  I  believe  they  have  been  full  of  Lots,  Dollars, 
deeds,  Black,  Peters  &c,  and  the  fact  is  that  I  have  no  time  to  think 
of  much  else  for  the  ague  takes  up  too  much  of  time  k  then  1  have 
to  keep  a  close  watch  of  family  matters.  I  am  a  “wictim”  &:  a  disgusted 
one  at  that.  Lib  is  looking  over  me,  asks  “a  wictim  to  what?”  I  sup¬ 
pose  a  wictim  of  Family.  1  cannot  say  Strawberries,  that  I  do  not 
hear  a  long  story  of  Roslyn,  Cairns1  strawberries,  then  of  course  I  am 
obliged  to  11  y  to  the  finest  ones  I  have  ever  seen  in  my  life,  at  Morris- 
toiun.  If  I  say  Peach,  I  get  another.  So  a 'way  I  go  to  Morristown.  Then 
I  am  dosed  with  the  children.  Well,  as  1  like  all  the  Stuart  blood. 
1  have  to  take  it.  I  have  given  you  nonsense  enough  for  one  letter. 
1  do  wish  you  would  either  come  up  here  or  write  that  you  will  be 
here  by  the  10  to  15  May. 

Last  evening  Mother  told  Bob2  that  she  thought  “he  would  like 
Uncle  Alex,  for  Kate  k  Mary  were  very  fond  of  him”.  He  said  that 
“he  thought  there  was  a  great  doubt  of  it  for  there  was  quite  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  breed  between  you  &:  himself.”  Mother  keeps  telling  me 
“that  the  word  spoken  rules  us,  unspoken  we  rule  it”,  so  1  have  to 
grin  k  bear  it,  but  I  can  tell  you  that  I  swallow  it  mighty  hard.—  Well 
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now  you  have  gossip  enough.  If  you  have  not  I  could  write  on. 
Since’s  Bob’s  return  we  have  all  the  good  things  that  the  country 
affords,  Viz:  Old  stale  oysters,  eels,  alias  water  Snakes,  soft  shell 
clams  a  month  or  more  old.-  I  think  of  sending  to  Paris  for  a  cook 
as  Dora  is  not  good  enough  for  them.  I  have  got  my  mouth  all  fixed 
lor  a  Skunk  Pie  &  as  soon  as  that  comes  on  the  table  1  am  off  for  King 
Ilokey  pung’s  land  &  leave  the  epicures  in  their  glory.  1  would  as 
lief  live  among  the  Cannibals. 

Hob  wants  to  go  to  N.Y.  but  she  won’t  go.  As  soon  as  I  got  home 
I  began  calling  her  boy  William  on  purpose  to  let  her  see  that  I 
expected  it  would  be  called  after  her  father  Sc  that  /  would  not  be  at 
all  grieved  at  her  not  calling  it  Robert.  Hut  is  it  not  too  bad  that 
we  should  have  in  our  family  Bible  the  name  of  William  Cairns 
Stuart  written  in  Hob’s  best  style? 

Goodbye.  I  am  afraid  Mother  will  be  up  Sc  want  to  see  my  letter, 
&  then  she  will  say  “John,  the  word  spoken  Sec."  Dove  to  all  &  accept, 

My  dearest  Sister  the  love  of  your  afl  t . 

Brother  John. 

Roslyn,  I'onK  Island  where  the  Cairns  family  had  their  summer  home. 

Ellen  Eli/a  Cairns  and  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  were  married  there. 

“  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  who  had  arrived  in  Detroit. 


April  28,  1851. 

Dearest  Kate 

My  journalizing  does  not  come  to  much.  The  day  after  I  mailed 
my  last,  I  had  a  visit  from  Mrs.  I  I.  Brown.  She  and  Kitty  have  parted. 
She  discovcicd  that  Kitty  was  in  the  habit  of  appropriating  her 
wardrobe  to  her  own  use,  wore  her  stockings,  and  stretched  them  so 
entirely  out  of  shape,  that  she  ordered  the  Cook  to  give  them  to  the 
first  Beggar  that  came  along,”  etc.  1  told  her  that  unless  she  learned 
to  keep  everything  under  Lock  and  Key,  every  Servt.  she  had  would 
do  it,  and  think  it  no  harm,  but  part  of  her  wage's ,  as  they  could  only 
furnish  her  finery. 

Our  City  is  all  in  hubbub,  fifty  wretched  men  who  had  in  a  most 
cruel  manner  banded  themselves  together  to  destroy  the  Central 
R.R.  have  been  apprehended  and  are  now  undergoing  their  exaini- 
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nation.  Things  arc  developing  which  are  enough  to  freeze  the  blood 
with  horror.  Among  many  terrific  things,  they  had  taken  away  all 
the  undo  pinning  of  a  large  Bridge,  which  when  the  Carrs  were  to 
pass  would  all  give  way  and  the  whole  perish!  Another,  Gun  Powder 
put  all  along  the  rails  to  blow  up  the  Carrs.—  At  this  Crisis  the  Spy 
simiilied  that  the  time  had  come  for  action,  and  thus  was  arrested 
their  fearful  plot.  'Twas  they  who  fired  our  Depot,  and  they  who 
fired  the  Depot  at  Niles,  which  latter  was  done  by  the  Spy,  who  was 
sent  out  by  the  R.R.,  at  the  same  time  giving  such  notice  that  it  was 
to  be  done,  as  to  enable  the  Company  to  accidentally  and  )ort  unately 
to  discover  it  in  time  to  prevent  its  utter  demolishing.  This  was  the 
last  test  they  made  to  ascertain  whether  he  was  a  true  man  or  a  Spy. 
So  soon  as  he  consented  to  fire  the  Depot  and  they  saw  the  work  done, 
they  trusted  him,  and  he  thus  obtained  the  secrets  of  all  which  had 
been  done  and  all  which  they  were  going  to  do.  The  day  was  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  fearful  Bridge  Scene  and  their  work  (which  had  been 
done  at  night)  was  going  on.  You  remember  twas  thought  that  our 
Depot  was  the  effect  of  Spontaneous  combustion.  As  it  originated  in 
the  Cupulo,  they  concluded  (as  they  had  been  hoisting  all  day,  that 
the  wheel  had  become  sufficiently  hot  to  ignite  the  Rope!!  as  no 
fire,  nor  pipe,  nor  Scgar  had  been  there  that  day.  1  he  Man  who  did 
it  was  so  respectable  that  he  would  have  been  admitted  anywhere 
he  thought  ptopper  to  go,  he  carried  in  his  hand  a  small  Box  filled 
with  combustible  matter  in  which  were  slow  matches,  the  Box  filled 
with  holes,  about  the  finishing  of  working  hours  he  placed  it  in  the 
Cupola!!!  Among  these  miscreants  1  am  told  are  found  Doctors, 
Lawyers,  Merchants,  Counterfeiters,  Black  Legs  and  Jacksonites.  30 
were  taken  in  the  little  down  of  Leoni,1  and  every  day  brings  in  one 
or  more. 

My  heart  has  been  with  you  ever  since  the  rect.  of  yours  of  April 
1 8th,  but  I  dared  not  write.  You  know  when  I  am  asthmatic,  nothing 
injures  me  so  much  as  writing  and  sewing.  I  hope  I  am  getting  over 
it,  but  it  makes  me  weak  and  nervus.  I  am  happy  that  you  have  a 
woman,  and  not  a  headlong,  Irish,  heedless  animal,  and  if  she  will 
only  faithfully  watch  their  hodys  and  clothing,  be  thankful.  Could 
She  arrange  your  Parlours  or  do  anything  as  well  as  you,  you  would 
not  have  the  good  fortune  of  having  her  for  your  Servant,  and  every 
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day  your  own  lesson  comes  up  to  me,  and  I  have  to  regret  that  I  did 
not  earlier  learn  it.  “Every  one  is  in  their  right  place,  and  I,  with 
you,  have  to  regret  my  great  talent  in  elevating  and  rendering  ser- 
\ants  utterly  useless  lor  myself  and  worthless  for  any  woman  of 
sense.  I  am  now  smarting  under  it  at  the  rate  of  §8  per  month,  and 
had  I  the  energy  of  mind  or  body  I  once  had,  1  would  turn  into  the 
kitchen  myself,  rather  than  live  with  so  disturbed  a  mind  as  I  do 
all  the  time.  Your  Margaret  is  invaluable,  never  let  her  know  it.  She 
has  not  sense  to  fill  a  higher  place,  but  she  will  get  “Uppish”,  and 
you  will  lose  her  for  another  to  drill  her  downish.  1  am  like  you, 
liotes.  is  no  better  than  Cath.,  let  us  endeavor  to  instil  in  them 
“  I  hou  God  seeist  me”,  and  then  we  shall  have  done  them  some 


good. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  my  dear  llessie  and  Eliza  are  well,  and  0I1 
h°w  delighted  “to  hear  it  told  ’.  How  sweetly  my  precious  Mary 
sacrificed  her  own  sensitive  feelings  about  her  party  to  give  her 
mother  ease.  God  will  bless  her,  and  in  her  Psalms  which  I  marked 
lor  her  to  learn  she  will  see  the  rich  reward  bestowed  upon  Christian 
sell  denial.  Surely  your  song  must  be  of  love  and  Meicy,  your  lines 
have  fallen  in  pleasant  places.  My  visit  to  Morristown  was  the  hap¬ 
piest  season  1  have  spent  since  your  blessed  lathei  s  death.  I  enjoyed 
my  religious  feelings  more  than  I  have  done.  1  enjoyed  the  calm 
serenity  which  pervades  your  House,  and  to  see  those  blessed  chil¬ 
dren  love  the  instruction  which  brought  Christ  and  holiness  con¬ 
tinually  belore  me  filled  me  with  happiness.  Mr.  Baker  honors  God, 
and  God  will  in  spite  ol  himself  honor  him.  I  believe  the  time  is  at 
hand  when  he  will  hll  the  place  in  the  Chh.  of  Christ  which  your 
father  did.  You  see  now,  altho  lie  does  not  profess  to  be  of  them,  how 


they  are  urging  him  into  their  assemblies. 

Dear  Mary’s  list  of  faults  must  be  added  to  by  G.  Mother,  i.e.,  if 
she  does  not  wholly  dress  herself  every  morning.  She  and  Bessie 
must  not  be  waited  upon.  God  gave  them  hands  and  feet  that  they 
might  be  blessed  by  not  only  doing  everything  for  themselves  but 
lor  others.  He  has  given  them  such  superior  talents  and  sweet  dis¬ 


positions  that  they  must  not  be  sullied  by  coarser  Contact.  Servts. 
fret  temper  dreadfully. 
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Keep  me  posted  up  about  the  Condits.  A  little  of  my  ardor  has 
cooled  about  her  being  M’s.  Teacher.  I  would  not  care  Chh.  It  she 
leaves,  I  would  get  M.  in  the  end  School.  I  knoio  that  the  influence 
there  is  excellent,  and  beside  she  and  B.  would  be  together  (very 
desii  able).  She  would  have  no  objectionable  company  walking  home 
with  her.  Do  exercise  them  in  their  Catechism.  Soon  M.  will  be  able 
to  take  the  West  Minster.  In  your  next  let  me  know  what  Hymns 
they  have  learnt,  give  me  first  lines.  I  regretted  leaving  Morristown 
without  seeing  Mrs.  Chester,  Mrs.  Stitcs  and  Mrs.  McKenzie.  Give 
my  best  love  to  all  and  to  your  kind  Misses  Robinson,  1  like  them 
lor  their  kind  intentions,  and  to  the  Condits  whom  I  like.  1  believe 
I  made  the  remark  to  you  that  the  death  of  our  blessed  lamented 
Angel  1  believed  was  to  the  Sab.  School  what  the  blood  of  the  Martyrs 
was  to  the  Church."  Truly  God  moves  in  a  Mysterious  way.  You 
never  thought  that  you  were  to  be  the  honored  Mother  to  bring  a 
I  ami)  to  the  Altar  that  should  stimulate  Mothers  to  be  up  and  doing 
for  their  infants!!  Oh  my  poor  Dave’s  1  leathern  family  weighs  on  my 
heart!  I  le  has  improved  astonishingly,  he  looks,  dresses  and  behaves 
as  he  did  in  his  best  days.  Oh  that  he  had  a  Help  mete.  Robert3  lias 
arrived  and  looks  astonishingly  well,  has  neither  drank  nor  clicwcd 
since  he  left  the  U.  States.  John  has  not  touched  ' Tobacco  in  three 
weeks,  is  determined  to  give  up  its  use.  Poor  fellow  is  in  miserable 
health,  had  a  heavy  fit  of  the  ague  yesterday  and  day  before. 

Do  you  remember  a  remark  I  told  you  of  f.  Ladue  that  Mr. 
Duflield  seemed  like  a  man  walking  through  a  Powder  Magazine 
with  a  clnmck  of  lire?  It  is  just  as  I  now  live!  Oh  how  circumspect  I 
have  to  be.  Sometimes  it  appears  too  intense.  You  say  you  “wish  to 
know  what  people  say  who  feel  interest  in  you,  etc.  As  Paul  says 
time  would  fail  me  for  that,  but  I  can  tell  you  any  one.  You  have 
fallen  on  the  right  plan  to  save  the  expense  of  furnishing  their  ward¬ 
robe.  Such  things  are  insulting  to  one’s  self  respect. 

Bob  recieved  Mr.  B.’s  letter  two  days  after  bis  return,  he  looks 
and  appears  remarkably  well,  has  never  tasted  Tobacco  nor  liquor 
since  he  left  the  States.  I  have  never  in  my  life  seen  such  rapid  and 
wonderful  improvement  in  a  human  being  as  in  David,  he  appears 
as  he  did  when  you  were  a  girl.  Dresses  always  handsomely,  punctual 
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<.it  home,  comes  up  nnd  interests  himself  111  the  Garden,  sits  down 
unceremoniously  and  takes  whatever  the  meal  is  with  us,  at  home 
always  in  season  and  1  hud  is  amazing  the  splits  ol  I, aw  with  his 
snun  tncss.  \  anDyke  the  other  day  in  speaking  ol  him  said  he  “was 
never  so  surprized  as  with  Dave  Stuart.  Why  he  is  by  all  odds  the 
smallest  Lawyer  at  the  Detroit  bar,  except  none,  lie  seems  to  have 
sell  lespcct.  John  too  is  a  great  comfort  to  me,  he  behaves  grandly. 

Jack  and  Coats  have  (ailed.  John  a  lew  days  belore  it  was  known 
got  Jack’s  note  dated  March  15  with  Int.  which  we  hope  will  be  pd. 
Rcdlicld  has  failed  and  asks  for  the  Brick  House,  which  he  offers 
for  sale,  $4000,  and  says  he  will  not  take  one  cent  less. 

Tell  dear  Bessie  that  Willie  LaDue1  is  well  and  always  asks  for 
her  and  Mary.  1  hank  dear  Mary  for  enquiring  for  line  le  Bob,5  he 
has  gone  to  Erie.  I  am  pleased  with  the  Stites  settlement,  't is  just 
what  it  should  be.  Mr.  B’s  garden  must  be  pleasant  since  the  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  Parlor  Windows.  I  understand  fnlly  his  feelings.  How 
much  of  the  same  I  have.  1  low  olten  the  tear  starts  in  my  eyes  when 
I  say  to  myself,  There  is  none  to  whom  I  can  tell  it!!  Mr.  Chester’s 
remark  we  all  know  to  be  true,  and  it  is  when  we  act  in  accordance, 
we  feel  that  aflliction  has  been  sanctified  to  us.  Ere  this  you  have 
read  my  Parnells  Hermit. 

Sarah0  is  in  fine  health  as  arc  all  the  rest.  The  Macreas  have  got 
into  their  new  home  nearly  opposite  the  little  Market  just  above 
Mrs.  Delanes  new  house.  The  Alexanders7  are  delighted  with  their 
Farming.  They  come  up  very  seldom.  Much  love  to  Mr.  Baker  and 
a  Kiss  for  my  dear  children.  Tell  them  soon  I  will  try  to  write  to 
them.  That  God  may  bless  you  and  guide  you  in  all  your  way  is  the 
unceasing  prayer  of 

Your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  S. 

1  A  village  about  G8  miles  from  Detroit— 7  miles  east  of  Jac  kson. 

-Little  Fan’s  death  February  ir,,  1851. 

Robert  Stuart  Jr. 

4  William  Ladue  afterwards  married  Mary  Baker. 

5  Robert  Stuart  Jr. 

0  Sarah  Benson  Stuart. 

7  The  Alexander  Stuarts. 
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April  29,  1 85  1 

1  am  alraid,  dear  Kate,  that  my  letters  will  come  so  fast  that  you 
will  the  of  journalizing  8c  beside,  they  will  “tread  the  heels”  of 
Lavinia’s  8c  be  uninteresting. 

Did  you  know  Mrs.  Hicks?  (C.  Platt  Hicks)  He  bought  Mrs.  N01- 
vell’s  farm.  They  got  everything  moved,  except  the  bed  on  which 
she  lay,  in  the  last  stage  of  consumption,  not  even  a  candlestick  in 
the  house,  lor  in  a  few  hours  they  were  to  lift  her  in  her  bed  inti) 
an  Omnibus,  to  take  her  to  her  new  home,  in  this  comfortless  man¬ 
ner  she  died!1  8c  lie,  poor  unhappy  man  was  in  that  lonely,  stripped 
house  (possessing  everything  which  life  cotdd  ask)  obliged  to  be  with 
the  corpse  of  his  wife  four  long  gloomy  days— when  her  friends 
arrv’d  8c  she  was  buried  from  the  Ch. 

This  morning  bob  came  into  my  room,  took  up  the  Bible,  8c  wrote 
among  the  births  “William  Cairns  Stuart.”  So  Mary’s  wishes  are 
answered. 

David  has  been  in  the  house  only  once  since  our  return.  1  Ie  8c  bob 
are  great  cronies.—  Poor  John  is  rendered  very  unhappy  by  all. — 
You  know  his  sensitiveness.  Whenever  you  write  anything  to  me 
Special  put  it  on  paper  by  itself— do  not  refer  to  anything  I  write 
from  home.  John  always  expects  to  see  your  letters  &  1  cannot  refuse. 
Never  use  the  word  Lazy  in  connection  with  Lavinia’s  name.— 
Remember  that  John  is  a  Stuart  8c  quickly  understands  the  bearing 
of  things.— 

Tell  Mr.  b.  that  today  1  paid  $18.87  l°r  water  Pipes  to  the  Park 
Lot  Houses. 

May  1st.  Very  Cold,  a  gale  from  the  N.E.  8:  Snowing.— 

May  2nd.  Mr.  b’s  letter  has  arv’d.  I  suppose  the  refusal  will  create 
a  hubbub.  It  is  an  offer  they  would  not  dared  to  have  made  your 
father.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  world  thinks  we  are  clear  game.  I 
have  seated  myself  in  haste  under  agitated  feelings,  not  lit  to  write, 
but  feared  delaying  any  longer  on  act.  of  Mr.  Gotheal’s  dlt.  which 
I  now  enclose— also  Parnell’s  Hermit- 

Yesterday  Mr.  Ledyard  called  to  see  me  he  had  just  reed,  a  letter 
from  his  mother,  containing  all  Mary’s  news-thought  that  I  had 
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never  see.  them.- Today  E.  j.  Roberts  was  buried.-  Caul.  Smith* 

;.°thc!  “!  f-aw-You  neruember  the  daughter  who  was  so  severely 
afflicted  with  St.  Vitus’  danee-her  father— 

Uncle  is  very  ill,  taken  yesterday  with  perfect  prostration,  Ik 
stuptdtty-see.ned  to  understand  nothing-very  tnueh  as  Aunt  Maria 
-v  with  it  quite  a  discharge  of  blood.  I  have  sent  lor  Piichcr'- 

My  love  to  Mr.  Baker  &  my  sweet  precious  children—  Tell  them 
as  soon  as  I  can  I  shall  write  to  them—  I  must  dose,  with  much  love 
to  you  lrom  your  all  1.  Mother  E.E.S. 


1  Mrs.  Ifitks  died  April  an,  1851. 

-Thomas  Panic! ■  C79—  1 7 1 8— ;»  poet. 

!  J)r.  /.ina  Pilcher,  a  medical  man  of  distinction. 


Dearest  K. 


may  j,  i«fji 


Yesterday  I  dispatched  to  you  a  full  sheet  covciing  cl  It .  lor  Mr. 
Cot  heal,  etc.  Toward  evening  Uncle  rallied  astonishingly,  hut 
through  the  day  I  had  no  thought  but  that  he  must  die.  'fell  Mr.  IE 
that  Larkin  pd.  $28.75.  I  am  afraid  that  we  are  going  to  be  sadly 
troubled  about  the  P  Lot.  They  have  become  very  valuable,  and  a 
good  deal  like  Naboth’s  vinyard.  Hut  let  it  eventuate  as  it  may,  I 
believe  all  will  be  right. 

bill.  Systematic  journalizing  I  find  I  cannot  lollow.  Uncle  is 
improving  last.  Pitcher  says  he  is  much  belter,  but  0I1  how  cross  he 
is!  John  lei  t  this  morning  for  Ypsilanlc  to  see  what  can  be  done  with 
Hill.  Mr.  Trowbridge  says  the  Hank  has  no  claim,  he  says  he  thinks 
1 1  ill  has,  and  advised  John  to  see  him  and  negotiate  with  him.  I  .ittle 
Wilcox  called  this  morning  about  Cop.  Slock  shares.  Tell  Mr.  H. 
that  no  money  lias  been  rccicved  yet.  They  are  only  ascertaining 
uhethet  they  can  obtain  shares  enough  lrom  the  Houghton  Co.  to 
give  them  a  controlling  power.  This  morning  Wilcox  called  first  to 
get  my  signature  to  a  petition  to  (1  believe)  the  new  Co.  to  increase 
then  sliaies,  and  seeing  Mr.  Ledyard  s  name,  1  thought  /  was  safe 
in  pulling  mine— hi:  also  wanted  my  name  to  transfer  the  shares 
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whic  h  I  had  agreed  to  sell  to  Mr.  Campbell  who  I  believe  is  the  per¬ 
son  who  is  to  do  the  business.  John  told  him  that  he  would  not  ask 
me  to  do  this  until  he  knew  more  about  it.  “Why  you  surely  do  not 
doubt  Mr.  Campbell?”  John:  Yes.  Ed.,  I  doubt  every  man.  Look  at 
Thompkins  in  N.York,  he  got  men  to  transfer  and  a  pretty  business 
he  made  ol  it.  When  the  money  is  ready,  Mother  will  transfer  her 
stock.”  Streeter  pd.  his  rent  yesterday,  $23.75. 

You  have  not  written  to  Mrs.  Lyell.  On  Sunday  coming  out  ol 
Chh.  John  1  ,adue  came  to  me  saying,  “Mrs.  S.,  I  am  going  to  N.York, 
can  1  do  anything  for  you?  1  must,  while  there,  go  and  see  my  favorite 
Mis.  baker,  etc.  So  you  may  expect  a  visit  from  him,  according  to 
your  oivn  views,  you  must  gi\e  him  a  hearty  welcome,  “because  he 
has  to  go  to  much  trouble  and  expense  to  visit  you.” 

1  think  it  strange  in  Mary  not  writing  me  a  line  since  she  left.  I 
am  happy  to  learn  that  Austin  is  their  station.  I  understand. there  is 
fine  Society,  excellent  Schools,  and  religious  privileges  there,  and 
the  climate  the  very  thing  for  the  Doc. 

John  has  just  returned.  Mr.  'Trowbridge  told  him  that  if  he  could 
settle  with  Hill,  That  they  would  give  us  a  quit  claim  deed,  (but 
I  think)  improperly  wrote  to  Ilill  that  the  property  was  worth 
$  1  boo,  which  ol  course  gave  John  much  trouble,  however  after  much 
talk  and  separation,  we  arc  to  give  him  $300  payable  in  June,  July 
and  August.  Tomorrow  (God  willing)  all  this  will  be  closed. 

71  h .  Yesterday  Robert  went  down  the  Lake  ostensibly  to  settle 
up  all  their  Erie  concerns.  Uncle  very  very  weak  today,  and  almost 
impossible  for  me  to  write.  Will  a  quiet  tranquil  life  ever  be  mine? 
I  lad  I  only  a  linn,  unwavering  hope  of  Heaven,  how  joyfully  could 
I  meet,  endure,  and  work  out  all  the  petty  annoyances  of  life.  Pray 
for  me,  as  1  do  constantly  for  you,  that  God  will  give  me  grace  to 
faithfully  discharge  my  duties,  with  an  eye  to  His  Glory.  I  cannot 
accomplish  this,  self,  hateful  self,  ever  comes  in,  and  with  it  all  its 
train,  Evil  murmurings,  absence  of  love,  etc.,  etc.  Eternity,  alone, 
should  occupy  our  hearts  and  heads,  then  our  duties,  our  pleasures, 
and  our  sorrows,  would  all  go  on  right!  Tis  this  eye  to  Earth  which 
causes  our  sorrow  and  stumbling.  I  do  not  leave  Uncle’s  room  except 
to  eat  until  evening,  then,  I  exact  of  the  Man  to  sit  there. 
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8th.  Unde  weak  but  much  better,  has  walked  twooi  three  limes 
act oss  the  Gallery,  and  his  disease  entirely  checked. 

Ic‘11  Mr.  B.  that  last  night  closed  all  P  Lot  business,  Gillet,  etc. 
P  Lots  on  record.  Cop.  Stock  transferred,  not  pd.  lor  yet.  Mr.  I.ed- 
yard  thinks  that  before  the  summer  is  over  the  remaining  shares  will 
11111  up  to  §io,  when  he  means  to  “slip  out  of  the  concern”,  and  I 
RUC.SS  we  better  do  so  too.  It  is  anticipated  that  there  will  be  a  great 
deal  ol  Speculation  in  Cop.  Stock  this  summer.  Mr.  Ledyard  had 
just  returned  from  attending  a  meeting  in  Buffalo,  relative  to  the 
Can.  R.R.,  where  lie  says  he  gave  them  to  expect  from  the  City  ol 
Detroit  One  Hundred  Thousand  Dolls.  The  Canadians  expect  from 
the  Americans  One  Million.  The  Company  from  Albany  to  Roches¬ 
ter  will  take  five  per  ct.  on  their  own  Stock.  He  talked  as  if  lie  ex¬ 
pected  all  who  owned  property  in  Mich,  to  take  from  S.oo  upward. 

I  said,  Why  Mr.  L.,  That  will  be  very  easily  raised  with  a  very  few 
Gentlemen.  “No,  Madam,  You  cannot  concieve  how  much  trouble 
the1  e  will  be  to  raise  it.  “You  lose  the  richest  men  in  the  State,  all  that 
I' tench  influence.  I  here  is  Brush,  Moran,  Campaus,  etc.,  Not  one  Did 
will  they  give  until  they  see  that  it  is  to  be  a  money  making  concern. 
When  that  is  settled  they  will  be  very  glad  to  take  Stock.  Now  I  say 
suppose  the  investment  is  unprofitable.  The  incalculable  advantages 
arising  from  it  to  property  holders  in  Michigan  should  prompt  it  if 
nothing  else.  Now  i(  he  should  call  on  me,  ask  Mr.  Ik  il  he  thinks 
our  Pigmy  interest  would  justify  our  taking  $500  in  it.  1  laughingly 
told  I'Mi,  when  he  was  uttering  the  french  names,  who  were  afraid 
to  Put  thcir  moncy  except  in  Bond  and  Mortgage  at  10  pet.  I  must 
be  enrolled  among  them,  for  I  must  confess,  that  was  the  only  way 
1  was  satisfied  with.  He  said,  no  no,  and  there  it  ended. 

Two  or  three  days  since  I  recievcd  your  acceptable  favor  of  1st 
ins.  I  am  really  pleased  that  Mrs.  Russel  went  to  see  you.  I  cannot 
but  lo\  e  hei ,  yet  why  she  act  as  she  does/  Is  she  going  to  her  husband? 
What  does  Mr.  Ik  think  ol  her?  Writh  whom  did  she  leave  her  child 
when  she  visited  you? 


You  are  too  perplexed  with  servants.  Do  not  let  it  disturb  you.  I 
do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  your  arrangements,  but  1  think  part 
of  your  trouble  arises  from  your  not  keeping  your  $7  woman  in  the 
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right  place.  She  evidently  has  been  chambermaid  and  Nurse,  and  if 
with  her  sewing  she  discharges  these  offices  well,  you  have  a  treasure. 

I  lad  you  no  children,  you  would  not  think  of  keeping  three  female 
servants.  Your  housemaid  would  do  all  your  chamber  work,  Clean 
your  Parlors,  and  wash  Dishes,  attend  Table,  etc.  Our  Mouse  you 
know  is  much  larger  than  yours,  Our  family  always  much  larger. 
You  know  Charlotte  at  the  age  of  the  girl  you  now  had  did  all  that, 
and  did  more  running  to  Street  door,  and  waiting  on  Miss  Rate,  Mr. 
David,  etc.  than  you  can  invent  to  require.  You  measure  their  ability 
to  do  house  work  by  your  own.  My  rough  one  right  from  the  Bog 
does  it  and  more  too.  Before  you  are  out  of  bed  in  the  morning,  She 
ought  to  have  her  Entry,  Stairs  and  Hall  and  Galleries  swept  and 
Dusted.  Your  Nurse  ought  to  have  the  precious  children  all  dressed 
and  her  room  in  order  by  Breakfast  time.  I  know  that  this  cmi  he 
done,  because  I  could  always  have  done  it  with  ease,  if  I  had  made 
this  my  special  business,  when  the  mornings  were  shorter  than  now. 
While  you  are  at  Breakfast  your  room  ought  to  be  put  in  perfect 
order,  then  she  is  ready  to  take  Baby  until  prayers  are  over.  While 
she  eats,  you  have  the  precious  lamb  to  pour  some  instruction  into, 
then  she  is  ready  to  sit  down  with  her  needle,  which  1  assure  you  will 
or  should  find  in  your  family  constant  and  diligent  employment. 
Your  Parlors  only  want  sweeping  once  a  week,  and  regularly  dusted 
every  morning.  To  accomplish  you  will  have  to  go  with  your  girl 
and  train  her,  ol  which  you  are  very  capable.  Do  remember  what 
your  blessed  father  used  to  say  to  me,  “Head,  Mamy",  head  work 
will  save  your  hands  and  strength  for  more  important  work.  Rate 
will  get  more  out  of  a  servant  with  her  head  in  one  day  than  you 
will  get  with  your  helping  hands  and  feet  in  3.“  Do  you  remember 
what  Job  told  his  officious  advisers? 

1  have  read  with  interest  the  chap,  on  Dan.  to  which  you  referred, 
and  notice  everything  like  it  which  I  meet  in  the  Bible,  and  am  fast 
coming  over  to  Mr.  Baker’s  beautiful,  stimulating  consoling  views. 
Night  before  last  I  dreamed  of  having  my  own,  my  sweet  Fan  with 
me,  and  as  I  left  her  on  one  side  of  a  street  over  which  I  had  to  cross 
through  deej)  mud,  I  heard  her  sweet  gentle  voice,  in  a  little  murmur 
“Grand  Mother  left  me”!  I  felt  wretchedly  and  much  reproved  that 
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1  had  foi got ten  her,  and  with  all  the  distress  of  feeling  w  hich  you 
tnay  imagine  for  having  forgotten,  I  turned  to  letch  over,  and  met 
a  sweet  little  girl  ol  ten  years  of  age  bringing  her.  I  caught  her  in 
my  arms  and  kissed  her,  and  the  latigue  etc.  awoke  me. 

^  out  womans  age  and  respectability  of  character  is  much,  only 
be  patient  and  give  her  a  chance  to  learn  the  house  etc.  I,  like  you, 
am  i  lot  sui  pi  i/ed  at  anything  these  cut  tie  do,  our  on  1)  t  onsolat  ion 

is,  wei e  they  not  just  what  they  are  we  should  be  obliged  to  be  our 
own  1  lowers  of  Wood  and  Drawers  of  Whiter.  I  am  glad  she  is  mar¬ 
ried,  it  relieves  my  mind  from  anxiety.  I  lelt  badly  at  the  thought 
ol  her  roving  about  that  wicked  City  without  any  restraining  influ¬ 
ence,  now,  she  has  chosen  a  protector.  1  hope  that  you  will  keep 
Margaret,  she  belongs  to  the  Class  of  Irish  of  our  good  Michael.  She 
will  identify  hersell  with  you,  only  be  affectionately  kind  to  her, 
without  relaxing  the  reigns. 

I  think  with  you,  the  Condi ts ’  hearts  in  the  Episcopate.  They  have 
not  yet  summoned  moral  courage  to  take  the  step,  i  think  you  have 
mistaken  their  standard  ol  piety.  1  do  not  believe  that  they  were  in 
the  Christian  class  you  placed  them,  il  they  were,  as  Pres.,  they  never 
could  so  easily  step  from  one  chh.  to  the  other.  As  for  their  talk  of 
similarity  of  churches  only  in  lorm,  1  hey  may  just  as  well  say  so 
of  the  Catholic.  For  the  foundation  of  that  Chh.  is  the  identical  one 
of  the  Presbyterian,  they  only  differ  in  form,  and  a  little  wood 
hay  and  stubble  that  the  Catholics  have  built  on  their  t  ight  Bible 
foundation. 

My  precious  Mary’s  verses  are  beautiful,  do  keep  her  up  to  it. 
My  sweet  Bessie!  can  it  be  that  we  arc  going  to  be  called  upon  to 
part  with  her?  I  have  her  in  my  mind  all  the  time.  1  see  her  as  her 
dear  head  would  fall  on  my  breast,  and  her  eye  become  languid  and 
she  making  an  effort  to  go  through  with  a  lesson  and  f  could  not  urge 

it.  You  know  lor  eight  or  ten  days  before  I  left  1  never  asked  her  to 
look  at  a  Book,  but  as  she  would  be  walking  about  would  tell  her  a 
Bib.  Story  or  she  would  say  a  verse.  1  would  rather  consumption 
than  Brain  affected.  Thank  God  we  are  not  consulted.  Yes,  dearest 
Kate,  you  are  right,  let  yours  be  the  business  of  yom  life  to  so  teach 
her  that  her  calling  and  election  may  be  sure.  I  have  faith  which  is 
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substance  to  believe  that  both  she  and  my  sweet  Mary  are  sealed 
servants  of  our  1  leavenly  Father  and  may  they  so  work  for  bis  glory 
here  that  they  with  our  sweet  Fany  will  be  at  home  in  their  glorious 
Sab.  School  above.  We  must  not  wish  for  their  prolonged  life,  but 
submissively  grateful  for  what  our  eyes  see  and  our  hearts  under¬ 
stand.  Ask  my  dear  Mary  if  she  still  is  anxious  to  fulfil  that  engage¬ 
ment  She  made  in  the  Sab.  School  after  that  tremendous  crash  of 
Thunder  and  vivid  lightening  (i.e.)  that  thereafter  she  would  live 
Entirely  trying  to  obey  and  please  God.  Kiss  them  all  for  me.  ?dy 
sweet  intelligent  Eliza,  how  I  wish  I  could  see  them  all. 

Yesterday  Mrs.  Goodwin  was  here.  She  has  just  such  a  little  crea¬ 
tine  as  our  sweet  Fan,  rich  in  the  Bible  as  Mary  is,  full  of  Hymns, 
etc.,  often  times  comes  home  and  asks  what  Mr.  DufTield  meant  by 
such  and  such  scenes!  Tells  her  father  he  ought  to  pray  loud  with 
Mama  every  morning  and  evening,  and  read  the  Bible  which  always 
affects  him.  She  is  just  4  years  old.  How  God  honors  and  enriches 
faithful  Maternal  instruction!  I  tell  you  all  these  things  to  encour¬ 
age  and  strengthen  you. 

Dear  Bessie’s  dream  was  wrong.  G.  Mother  would  have  changed 
her  Book  while  there.  It  was  miserable,  but  I  never  thought  of  her 
little  three  syll.  Book.  1  would  throw  Webster  away  and  even  teach 
her  spelling  out  of  her  reading  Book.  I  wish  I  could  have  her  with 
me.  I  hat  is  a  beautiful  hymn,  “Young  children  once  to  Jesus  came’’, 
and  my  sweet  Hymn,  Jesus  Lover  of  my  Sold.  Ask  Mary  if  she  has 
learnt  any  of  the  Psalms  in  the  Bible  which  I  marked  for  her. 

Could  you  only  hear  from  time  to  time  the  thrilling  accounts  of 
those  miscreants  you  would  indeed  say  “The  Devil  was  let  loose”. 
They  planted  a  Cannon  filled  with  nails,  old  iron  hoops,  chains,  etc. 
and  an  hour  was  appointed  to  lire  it  at  the  Carrs! !  One  the  appointed 
Spies  was  to  put  it  forth,  and  he  found  opportunity  to  spike  the  Can. 
and  thus  saved  the  lives  of  many.  The  head  one,  “Wash  Gay”  as  he 
is  called  is  said  to  be  dying  with  congestion  of  the  Brain. 

I  am  pained  and  surprized  at  all  the  proceedings  of  G.  Thorne, 
etc.  I  certainly  believe  that  Deborah3  shewed  me  the  note  of  Jane’s1 
that  I  might  go  and  do  likewise,  and  I  supposed  that  it  was  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  your  Uncle  Thorne.6 1  wish  I  knew  what 
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they  want.  One  thing  is  certain,  I  am  called  on  to  pay  that  which 
ought  to  have  been  pel.  by  Nelly'1  out  of  Mas  Estate,  because  Ma 
ought  to  have  pd.  it  regularly  every  year,  but  I  am  thankful  that  I 
had  u  in  my  power  to  do,  it  is  a  small  sum  for  peace. 

II  you  were  with  me  you  would  have  no  disposition  to  speak 
“disparagingly  of  my  correspondence”,  but  would  do  it  all  for  me, 
1  never  close  my  eyes  after  2  A.M.  until  day  light,  at  !  >  Six  1  get  up 
and  lcel  as  ll  I  had  been  working  hard,  so  weak  and  so  nervus,  then 
I  am  driven  to  Collee,  which  adds  to  my  Nervusness,  my  appetite 
entirely  gone,  and  writing  and  sewing  costs  me  a  hard  night,  the 
latter  I  do  precious  little  of.  I  am  afraid  the  asthmatic  alfection’  will 
become  chionic.  I  assure  you  there  is  no  intentional  Snappoo 7  in 
my  correspondence. 

E.  E.  Stuart 

1  I .icn tenant  Governor  William  lcnton. 

"Manly”  was  Robert  Stuart’s  pet  name  for  his  wife. 

;i  Deborah  Underhill  Thorne  was  Dr.  John  Sullivan  Thorne's  wife,  daughter  in 
law  of  Dr.  Richard  Van  Wyck  Thorne. 

4  Jane  Sullivan  Ilaslett. 

”  1)r'  1  llon,c'  husband  of  Maria  Sullivan  Thorne,  &:  one  of  the  Executors  of  Mrs. 
John  Sullivan’s  estate. 

0  Ellen  Sullivan  Coxc,  the  other  Executor  of  Mrs.  Sullivan’s  estate. 

7  .Snappoo  was  a  Stuart  family  expression. 


Detroit,  May  i  a,  i  8r.  i . 

Dearest  K. 

I  .tm  doomed  to  utici  worthlessness.  Sometimes  1  think  it  is  noth¬ 
ing  but  idleness,  then  my  suffering  says  No.  Ever  since  I  have  been 
home  my  asthmatic  nights  left  me  such  nervus  days  that  everything 
I  did  was  the  result  of  effort,  all  was  painful  labor.  Three  or  loin- 
nights  I  escaped  and  felt  so  well  and  so  thankful  that  I  was  active  in 
the  family,  etc.,  it  seemed  as  il  energy  and  health  were  given  me  just 
as  I  needed  loi  Uncle.  Oh,  such  a  siege  as  I  have  gone  through  with 
him,  just  in  every  way  as  a  very  ill  child  of  two  years  old  would  re¬ 
quire  the  care  of  a  strong  Mother  so  lie  did  from  me.  For  two  days 
the  Blood  ran  a  stream  from  him.  I  never  saw  nor  heard  of  such  a 
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thing-  I  o  shew  that  I  do  not  exagerate,  the  mattress  on  which  he  lay 
was  drenched  through  to  the  feather  bed.  I  was  obliged  to  keep  oil 
c loth  under  him.  1  le  could  not  raise  his  head.  In  five  days  from  these 
scenes  he  walked  to  the  corner  of  Jell',  and  Woodbridgc  Aves.!  When 
1  told  Mr.  Du  (held  of  this,  he  rolled  his  eyes  and  shook  his  head  and 
said,  "Was  there  ever  heard  of  such  tenacity  of  life!!  Now,  no  illness 
will  prove  fatal,  he  will  just  wear  out.” 

1  am  now  writing  with  one  of  my  excruciating  headaches,  such  as 
1  had  in  Morristown,  and  feel  driven  to  whatever  my  hands  find  to 
do,  to  do  quickly.  This  is  the  third  morning  I  have  arisen  with  it, 
and  really  inc  lines  me  to  weep  because  I  am  unfitted  for  everything. 

We  are  all  well.  Poor  Uncle  talks  a  great  deal  about  you.  I  wish 
you  could  only  concieve  what  a  comfort  my  poor  John  is  to  me. 
Joy  says  he  is  a  thorough  first  rate  business  man,  he  is  prompt  and 
faithful.  1  like  Lavinia’s  virtues.  I  respect  her  principles,  but  you 
were  right.  Hoarding  school  and  boarding  house  life,  have  induced 
habits  ol  indolence  of  body  and  mind,  which  if  not  corrected,  will 
hurt  her  and  his  happiness.  I  fear  that  he  begins  to  see  it.  I  trust 
that  you  will  not  sutler  this  remark  to  prejudice  you  against  her,  she 
has  certainly  belief  tied  him,  and  sustains  him.  She  is  a  rigid  econo¬ 
mist,  has  very  few  wants,  is  certainly  with  all  his  faults  fond  of  him 
—these  things  should  make  us  fond  of  her.  Age  and  circumstances 
may  improve  her  very  much.  She  will  need  something  to  teach  her. 
Not  her  Mother,  for  1  am  mistaking  if  she  is  not  a  very  self  indulgent 
woman. 

And  now,  after  giving  my  warmest  love  to  Mr.  H.  and  begging 
that  his  eye  may  not  rest  on  this  dreadful  scrawl  which  I  am  too  sick 
to  look  over,  give  to  each  of  my  sweet  children  a  kiss,  and  tell  them 
with  Grand  Ma’s  love.  I  pray  for  them  every  morning  and  evening. 
1  believe  them  to  be  the  consecrated  servants  of  their  blessed  Saviour, 
and  I  trust  that  every  day  will  find  them  willing  and  with  hearts 
prepared,  to  live  or  die,  just  as  their  Heavenly  Father  sees  fit.  I  hope 
my  sweet  Bessie  will  get  over  her  head  aches,  working  with  Papa  in 
the  garden  will  do  her  good,  and  our  precious  kind  Mary  will  do  all 
in  her  power  to  keep  Bessie  quiet  and  happy,  all  look  up  to  her,  and 
she  has  promised  to  serve  her  Saviour,  and  self  denial  is  the  first 
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lesson  he  teaches.  Does  my  baby1  begin  to  say  our  angel’s*  verses? 
Site  m  ust. 

Remember  me  affectionately  to  your  clear  kind  neighbor,  Mrs. 
Stites,  and  love  to  Mrs.  Mackenzie,  Mrs.  Chester,  and  kind  remem. 
and  best  wishes  to  the  Condits  and  my  hind  Misses  Robinson.  W  ith 
love  to  you  dear  Kate  and  constant  prayer  that  you  may  be  led  in 
all  your  way  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  so  that  you  may  by  a  consislant, 
holy  walk  and  conversation  adorn  the  doctrines  of  God,  your 
Saviour, 

Believe  me  your  affectionate  mother, 

E.  E.  S. 

1  tattle  Eliza— 

-  “Fanny”. 

Detroit,  May  mp  i  85  1 . 

My  very  dear  Rate 

I  meant  that  this  should  have  been  to  my  dear  Mary  and  Bessie, 
but  I  do  not  feel  able  to  write  as  I  should  to  them.  Robert 1  is  ordered 
to  the  Michigan  and  is  now  in  Erie,  his  children  have  both  been  ill 
with  whooping-cough!  but  the  Babe,-  nigh  unto  death,— whooping 
cough  and  diareah,  terminated  on  the  Brain.—  We  all  gave  him  up, 
Dr.  Stuart had  no  hope,— he  was  leached,— iced  head,— drafts  to  his 
feet;— and  Dr.  Stuart’s  wide  awake  attention  three  and  four  times  a 
day,  poultices  on  the  Stomach,— kept  the  night  key,  and  between 
one  and  two  in  the  morning  stalked  through  the  house.  Such  atten¬ 
tion,  with  Gods  blessing,  has  dissipated  all  the  symptoms  of  diseased 
brain,  and  for  the  three  last  days  the  dear  Baby  takes  notice  and 
wants  nourishment.— 

John  has  gone  to  Saginaw  to  see  Frazer  face  to  face  and  drive  him 
into  a  settlement  of  a  proper  kind,  he  has  behaved  meanly.  Tell  Mr. 
B.  with  my  love  that  I  feel  that  I  have  really  been  cheated  out  ol  his 
letters  by  John,  but  I  think  it  will  be  so  great  an  improvement  to 
John’s  mind  as  well  as  his  character  that  I  am  contented  to  have 
things  just  as  they  are,  but  I  am  afraid  that  his  suspicious  have 
shaken  Mr.  Bs.  confidence  in  Mr.  Walker.  This  should  not  be.  I 
believe  Mr.  W.  to  be  as  honest  as  the  Sun,  would  not  do  a  dishonest 
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act  for  any  reward.  It  was  really  his  inflexible  honesty  which 
prompted  John,  who  thought  because  lie  was  our  business  man,  he 
ought  not  to  have  put  so  high  a  price  upon  P  Lots.  He  solemnly 
thought  them  a  great  bargain  at  $500,  and  lelt  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
tell  Mr.  Trowbridge  so,  now  if  we  were  not  concerned,  would  we 
not  have  admired  him  for  his  honesty?  An  other  thing  John  thought 
his  charges  too  high.  1  do  not  believe  they  were,  and  if  they  were, 
we  were  to  blame.  I  suppose  he  made  his  charges,  as  he  valued  the 
board  and  washing  and  mending  which  he  recicved  from  me  lor  his 
services.  You  may  depend  upon  it  if  Mr.  b.  wants  Law  business  done 
here,  Mr.  W.  is  the  very  best,  for  promptness,  diligence  and  pay,  he 
is  truly  a  Christian.  Now  I  hope  that  1  have  removed  all  suspicion  ol 
wrong.  Tell  him  that  I  have  had  a  little  miniature  insight  how  a 
reckless  man  gives  his  notes  payable  etc.,  and  knows  not  how  he  is 
going  to  do  it,  but  trusts  to  luck.  That  Brooklyn  Thousand,  Moffat's 
$560,  and  Hill’s  $300,  etc.  kept  me  awake  many  a  night.  “What  if 
this  and  that  one  do  not  pay?  What  is  to  be  done,  etc.  In  the  midst 
of  all,  along  comes  the  Cop.  Stock  Man  and  pays  $504!  Was  not  that 
a  kind  providence?  Today  Burch  sends  me  a  Dft.  of  Ex.  bank  N.Y. 
$2fi—86,  being  Saltonstalls  Note  $  1 63.99  an(l  $5°  from  Mr.  Ferry, 
less  Ex.  and  yesterday  Geo.  Common  pd.  $6—12/2  cts.  Nothing  yet 
from  baird.  Yesterday  Gotheal  sent  me  check  for  $2  1 6. 1 9/  too,  with 
act.,  etc. 

Our  d  roops  are  all  ordered  off,  some  to  Mkna,  some  to  Niagara, 
some  to  Sackets  Harbor.  1  hear  nothing  more  of  Franklin  St.  R.R. 
The  heirs  to  the  Dequindrc  Estate  are  making  difficulty,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  are  retarding  operations. 

And  now  let  me  thank  you  for  your  acceptable  cheering  letter  of 
2  1st  ins.  The  proceeding  one  made  me  really  sad.  At  night  I  would 
lie  awake  and  think,  “What  is  she  to  do?  Margaret  will  leave!  That 
miserable  $7  a  mouther  is  a  foot  out  of  joint!  and  her  confinement 
coming  on  etc.! '  Like  Uncle,  1  was  just  as  young,  just  as  strong  as  ever 
I  was  and  if  worst  came  to  worst.  Baker  must  Telegraph  and  1  would 
go  down!!!  Dont  you  think  that  was  rather  an  airy  Castle  for  60 
years  of  age  to  build!  How  kindly  God  has  arranged  all!  1  have  faith 
to  believe  that  your  nurse  was  given  to  your  precious  children  by 
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him.  I  trust  they  will  by  a  pleasant  docile  Christian  manner,  make 
her  task  pleasant,  and  you  may  in  her  find  a  second  Betsy.  I  lave  you 
evei  invited  Margaret  and  your  good  little  Mouse  maid  into  lamily 
worships  You  have  no  conception  what  a  salutary  influence  it.  has 
over  servants.  1  do  not  believe  /  could  keep  house  were  it  not  lor 
our  lamily  worship.  Whether  they  listen  or  not,  it  has  a  softening 
and  restraining  influence  over  them,  beside  it  brings  Master,  Mis¬ 
tress  and  Servants  together  twice  a  day  to  beg  lor  the  same  blessings. 
As  (or  that  “Snake  in  the  grass”,  If  she  still  infests  your  house,  I 
would  not  wait  to  catch  her  in  my  house,  but  1  would  go  to  her ,  and 
forbid  her  the  house.  She  will  ruin  simple  Margaret  and  corrupt 
your  good  girl. 

Altho  your  letter  made  me  happy,  yet  like  Paul's  Epistles,  it 
brought  tears  to  my  eyes,  the  first  page  seemed  as  if  it  came  from 
an  other  world,  as  if  every  word  were  dictated  by  your  father.  1  fis 
style,  his  feelings  all  seemed  his.  I  know  that  1  have  neither  drain, 
strength  nor  force  of  character  to  alone  head  my  family,  in  God  is 
my  trust,  I  commit  all  to  Ilim  and  pray  to  I  Iim  to  be  our  head.  Some¬ 
times  I  am  convinced  that  I  should  break  up  housekeeping,  and 
when  I  think  of  myself  without  a  home  and  realize  what  scenes  I 
have  already  gone  through  with  Uncle  and  these  same  must  be  re¬ 
peated,  ere  the  end,  I  shrink  from  the  change.  Were  my  days  spent 
as  smoothly  and  pleasantly  and  independently  as  your  sainted  father 
would  have  made  them.  Earth  would  have  been  good  enough  for 
me.  Now,  occasionally,  I  have  a  momentary  willingness  to  leave  it, 
and  this  /  esteem  a  rich  blessing,  lor  the  time  was  when  1  could  only 
look  on  death  shrinkingly,  and  this  change  may  he,  and  /  no  nearer 
the  right  than  1  then  was.  Age,  infirmity,  etc.  have  much  to  do  in 
blunting  the  sensibilities.  Youth  is  the  lime  to  serve  the  Lord,  when 
we  may  know  whether  it  is  heart  service,  or  weariness  of  the  dull, 
hard  routine  of  Earth. 

Could  not  Dr.  Jones  do  for  your  nurse’s  Sister’s  eyes?  Would  she 
not  be  a  valuable  girl  for  Mrs.  Stites?  Oh  if  you  could  keep  them  near 
each  other,  it  seems  desirable.  If  she  will  use  the  Frost  weed,  I  feel 
sure  she  would  be  relieved.  Of  course  her  eyes  are  the  effects  of 
Scroffula,  and  you  know  Jane  Brady  was  perfectly  blind,  recovered 
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by  Frost  Weed  and  was  never  troubled  afterwards.  ’Tis  worth 

tryinn-. 

Dear  Mr.  Baker,  1  rejoice  that  his  patient  spirit  is  permitted  to  see 
the  comfort  which  I  know  neatness  and  order  give  him.  You  have- 
done  well  in  exacting  obedience  to  Agnes,  for  it  is  very  hard  when 
one  means  to  do  right,  to  do  it  under  the  great  disadvantage  of  no 
authority,  it  will  give  you  much  ease,  and  keep  your  children  always 
subject  to  law,  which  Mr.  Finney  says  is  a  sure  step  to  conversion. 

Precious  children,  my  heart  is  always  gladened  when  1  hear  that 
they  have  been  made  happy,  how  very,  very  kind  their  G.  Father 
was  to  shew  them  the  procession!  It  is  rather  a  drawback  that  Mary 
so  soon  in  life  should  be  made  to  realize  the  truth  of  “Where  ignor- 
ance  is  bliss  ’Tis  folly  to  be  wise”,  her  intelligence  truly  spoiled  her 
pleasure  at  the  Menagerie.  But  Ob  what  a  bright  Star  at  the  Dinner 
Fable!!  It  we,  groveling  worms  of  the  dust,  can  have  our  hearts  ac¬ 
tually  throb  with  pleasure  at  such  sweet  submission  to  right  in  such 
a  young  child,  how  must  God  delight  in  such  self  denial  lot  his 
honor!  Your  children  will  be  (if  they  are  not  now)  Christians.  I  be¬ 
lieve  they  are  the  sealed  children  of  Christ.  Oh  do  not  tire  in  your 
exertions,  nor  depend  on  Sab.  School,  or  any  other  instruction  than 
your  own  and  their  father’s.  Kate,  you  are  blest  beyond  the  common 
Lot  of  Women.  I  feel  satisfied  that  your  husband  is  a  child  of  God. 
1  was  more  edified  by  him,  and  enjoyed  my  mind  as  a  Christian  more 
while  in  your  family,  than  I  have  done  since  your  father’s  death.  1  lis 
views  of  naming  an  other’  after  our  Angel  are  beautiful  and  true  as 
beautiful.  I  only  wonder  that  neither  you  nor  I  saw  it  in  the  same 
light.  All  we  thought  of  was  present  gratification.  Unlike  him,  he 
surveys  the  whole  ground,  and  enshrined  among  the  sacred  things 
of  bis  heart,  her  sweet  name,  not  for  a  month  nor  a  day,  but  until 
time  should  be  no  more,  how  true!  How  could  we  bear  to  hear,  or 
to  say,  “Fanny,  you  naughty  girl  ",  for,  to  the  angel  one,  I  do  not 
believe  by  Mother,  Father  or  GrandMother  such  words  were  ever 
appended  to  her  sweet  name.  When  I  was  going  to  name  my  second 
Maynard,0  I  cut  from  a  paper  the  enclosed,  exactly  Mr.  B.s  feelings. 
When  I  am  alone  and  dwell  on  thoughts  of  that  precious  Lamb,  a 
thrilling  sensation  (such  as  attends  one  in  a  dream  falling  from  a 
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height)  darts  through  me,  and  leaves  me  with  such  a  heart  heating, 
nervus  trembling,  and  head  ache,  that  1  dare  not  indulge  often  in  it. 
I  try  to  school  myself,  as  I  did  about  your  father,  to  setting  her  in 
1  leaven,  l  having  nothing  to  do  with  her,  and  speak  of  her  as  1  laving 
lei t  us  lor  a  time.  Oh  she  was  too  too  sweet,  I  must  not  write  of  her, 
or  you  will  not  get  this  letter,  the  subject  always  unfits  me  for  any¬ 
thing  but  sitting  still  lor  a  day  or  two.  Earth  seems  nothing,  worse 
than  nothing.  God  has  honored  you  by  making  you  the  parents  of 
one  of  the  bright  ones  around  his  throne.  I  am  glad  you  have  visited 
the  home  of  her  dust,  even  that  is  precious.  The  selection  for  the 
vault7  is  beautiful.  The  last  day  that  my  precious  Ch.  and  B.  and 
I  were  there  we  stood  on  the  brow  of  that  hill  and  spoke  ol  its  silent 
beautiful  position.  In  June,  give  Mr.  B.  some  pretty  plant  to  put 
there. 

I  shall  be  glad  when  your  Church  matters  are  again  tranquil.8 
I  low  fearful  these  divisions  in  the  1  louse  of  God  are.  1  low  little  the 
momentous  step  Matrimony  is  thought  of!  1  low  a  man’s  usefulness, 
his  influence,  his  self  respect,  is  made  or  marred  by  a  wrong  wile. 

1  he  husband  ol  a  good  wife  the  Bible  says,  “Is  known  when  he 
sitteth  in  the  gates  among  the  Elders  of  the  /.and'’.  If  he  is  honored 
as  the  head  at  home,  he  is  very  apt  to  feel  his  superiority  from  home, 
and  so  when  the  husband  of  Xantippe  is  from  home,  ’t is  only  his 
learning  etc.,  and  not  his  self  respect  that  sustains  him,  for  his  home 
discipline  will  peep  out,  either  in  a  sadened  countenance,  absent 
manner  or  something  worse. 

I  want  to  love  the  Gondits,  because  they  love  you,  and  because 
they  so  truly  sympathized  in  our  heart  wrung  sorrow,  hut,  “there 
is  somewhat  against  them”.  My  love  to  Mrs.  Stites,  she  and  he  are 
truly  valuable  friends,  and  now  that  you  so  happy  in  your  domestic 
establishment  you  can  have  pleasant  and  frequent  intercourse  with 
her.  She  is  a  valuable  friend.  I  love  Mrs.  Chester  with  deep  tender¬ 
ness,  always  give  my  love  to  her.  I  have  never  had  a  line  from  Mary 
since  I  parted  with  her,  I  think  it  strange.  Coin,  and  Mrs.  Garland 
and  Mrs.  Deas  arrived  here  yesterday  from  San  Antonio,  they  have 
come  to  visit  her  sisters  etc.  I  am  told  they  speak  in  loud  praise  of 
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that  region.  Yesterday  I  had  a  visit  from  Morris  White  on  his  way 
to  G.  I  lave n. 

1  am  thankful  that  your  health  keeps  good.  You  believe  in  spec  ial 
providences!  Not  a  Sparrow  etc.  The  hairs  of  your  head  are  num¬ 
bered  etc.  Do  you  not  believe  that  God  has  your  children  in  his 
special  keeping?  Do  you  think  that  garden  scene  which  you  were 
permitted  to  witness,  or  listen  to  was  chance?  Life  is  made  up  of 
trifles,  such  trifles  help  to  form  the  Character,  which  is  going  to  tell 
upon  generations  yet  unborn.  It  was  all  directed  that  you  should  be 
stimulated  to  vigilant  watching  over  your  pure,  precious  treasures. 
1  am  glad  that  Mr.  B.  takes  such  interest  in  the  place,  with  his  taste 
and  perseverance,  it  will  in  time  be  beautiful.  Did  1  write  you  that 
you  will  assuredly  have  a  visit  from  J.  Ladue?  "I  must  go  and  look 
at  my  greatest  of  all  favorites  Mrs.  Baker,”  etc.  We  must  hope  that 
Mis.  McM’s  visit  will  not  occur  until  you  are  ready  for  it,  but  you 
are  wise  “not  to  borrow'  trouble.”  She  is  so  sweet  a  woman  that  I 
think  her  visit  cannot  be  inopportune  at  any  rate.  1  hope  that  con¬ 
secrated  geranium  will  live  to  pay  Mr.  B’s  care.  lie  loves  it.  You 
will  be  pleased  with  paper  on  your  dining  room.  With  care  it  will 
look  well  six  or  seven  years.  1  only  regret  that  we  did  not  paper  in¬ 
stead  of  paint. 

The  Woodbridge  house”  looks  beautifully.  The  plastering  had 
all  lallen.  Of  course  all  new  ceiling,  and  papered  beautifully. 

A  great  change  has  taken  place  in  Dave,  lie  appears  equal  if  not 
superior  to  any  young  man  in  Del.  Dresses  handsomely,  comes  home 
regularly  to  his  meals,  Spends  every  evening  at  home.  Jay  says, 
“drives  his  business,  and  a  grand  sign,  he  begins  to  know'  that  money 
has  some  value.”  I  'wish  you  could  see  all  the  Boys.  John  astonishes 
me,  and  Bob  is  not  himself.  lie  is  courteous,  pleasant,  energetic  and 
exceedingly  gentlemanly.  God  grant  that  it  may  last. 

Uncle  is  again  very  unwell.  He  speaks  with  great  love  of  you.  lie 
remembers  Fanny  distinctly.  I  know  he  docs,  for  he  talks  of  scenes 
which  only  he,  she  and  I  were  witness  to.  lie  is  no  stronger  than  she 
—an  infant  in  mind  and  body.  Lavinia  sends  love.  Why  have  you  not 
written  to  Sarah  since  her  confinement?10  I  wish  you  wotdcl  do  it. 
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Mis.  Lycll  sent  me  word  with  much  gratification  that  she  had  re- 
lccievcd  a  letter  lrom  you.  Mrs.  Scot  has  moved  into  oui  Neighbor¬ 
hood,  is  doing  pretty  well.  Remember  affect  innately  to  Mr,  Raker 
and  with  a  kiss  to  each,  my  best  love  to  my  dear  three.  Kind  remem. 
to  Margaret. 

I  like  2  gdls  Fiost  \\  eed,  to  which  add  three  <jrts.  water,  let  it  stew 
dow  n  to  1  (p  t.,  add  one  gill  ol  Jamaica  Spirits  and  drink  a  wine  glass 
lull  three  times  a  day.  If  there  are  any  sores  lay  a  warm  Poultice  of 
the  softest  pait  of  the  Weed  on  scorched  1  ow  and  bind  it  up  with 
flannel,  wash  the  sore  with  the  Decoction,  and  dress  it  three  times  a 
day,  if  the  lumps  be  not  broken  lay  some  scorched  Tow  sprinkled 
with  blk.  Pepper  and  wet  with  Jamaica  Rum  on  them.  Let  the  pa¬ 
tient.  live  on  generous  food,  but  eat  nothing  salt  or  sour.  Carefully 
avoid  damp  feet  or  damp  air,  if  very  feeble  take  Bark  and  Port  Wine. 
Mr.  Dufiicld’s  certain  remedy  for  Scrofula. 

Farewell  dear  Kate.  1  hat  God  may  bless  you  and  guide  you  in  all 
your  way,  is  the  daily  prayer  of  your  affectionate  Mother, 


11.  E.  S. 


I)o  write  to  Uncle  Alex. 


1  Robert  Stuart  Jr. 

-  William  Cairns  Stuart. 

:i  I)r.  Morse  Stewart  was  the  trusted  and  beloved  physician  who  served  three  gen¬ 
erations  in  Detroit  and  only  died  in  190G. 

•*  Another  Baker  baby  was  expected  in  July. 

6  1  he  new  Baker  baby,  who  was  expected  in  July. 

c  Robert  &  Elizabeth  Stuart  had  had  a  son,  William  Maynard  Stuart,  born  April 
t  j,  1830,  who  died  April  25,  183b.  I  heir  ninth  child,  born  June  2,  1837  was  named 
for  this  brother,  and  his  name  was  also  William  Maynard  Stuart.  The  second  little 
Maynard  died  Aug.  to,  1 838. 

7  The  Baker  Vault  was  in  the  churchyard  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Morristown,  N.  J. 

R<-V.  Alt.  Richards,  1  astot  of  I  he  I'irst  Presbyterian  Church  at  Morristown  was 
asked  to  resign  April  1851. 

0  David  Stuart’s  house  at  262  Woodbridge  Street. 

10  Sarah  Lawrence  Stuart  was  born  May  23,  1851 -daughter  of  David  R;  Sarah 
Stuart. 
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Detroit,  June  2nd,  1851. 

Dear  Baker 

I  took  a  trip  to  Saginaw  last  week,  I  went  up  in  a  Steam  Boat.  1 
thought  as  I  could  go  up  dead  head  l  would  go  and  look  at  the  place. 
Frasci  was  not  there.  Norman  Little  told  me  to  say  to  you  that  you 
must  excuse  his  not  answering  your  letter  but  that  he  reed,  it  a  day 
or  two  belore  he  left  for  N.  York  and  expected  to  meet  )ou  there, 
when  he  could  talk  with  you,  but  when  he  got  there  he  was  so  pushed 
for  time  that  he  left  without  seeing  you.  lie  says  that  the  plank  road 
from  Saginaw  City  to  Flint  will  be  completed  by  next  fall.  He  is 
interested  in  East  Saginaw  a  place  that  he  has  built  up  since  last 
fall,  it  is  about  two  miles  below  Saginaw  City  and  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river.  He  says  that  the  East  Saginaw  plank  road  will  tap 
the  other  road  about  10  or  15  miles  from  E.S.  He  thinks  that  all  the 
land  about  there  is  going  to  be  very  valuable.  1  think  the  great  dan¬ 
ger  is  that  there  are  too  many  cities,  the  interests  are  too  much 
divided,  all  are  working  against  the  others.  All  are  for  plank  roads 
and  the  Stock  is  taken  at  once,  hut  from  what  I  could  learn  1  do  not 
think  they  pay  up  their  assessments.  Saginaw  C.  has  now  about  4000 
inhabitants  and  all  I  saw  looked  substantial  except  East  Saginaw 
and  that  looked  very  much  like  1836.  1  think  it  has  gone  ahead  too 
fast.  But  Little  thinks  it  is  the  place. 

Our  paving  is  going  on  well,  next  week  the  Avenue  will  be  paved 
up  to  Trowbridge.  Bacon  is  working  hard  to  have  our  Hill  in  front 
of  the  1  louse  cut  down,  but  I  think  we  will  get  a  head  of  him. 

Lib  wants  to  know  when  she  is  to  get  Kate’s  letter.  Mother  encloses 
the  lines  to  Kate.  I  am  glad  the  sweet  potatoes  are  sprouting  and  it 
gives  me  a  little  hope  for  the  mushrooms. 

All  are  well.  Bob1  is  attached  to  the  Steamer  on  the  Lakes.  Ellen" 
is  here  yet  and  we  hear  no  talk  of  her  going  away.  Give  my  love  to 
Kate  and  the  children  and  believe  me 

Yours  truly, 

John  Stuart. 

1  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  attached  to  the  U.S.S.  Michigan. 

-  Iillen,  his  wife. 
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Detroit,  J une  1 7,  1  85  1 . 

Dearest  Kate 

Nothing  gives  me  more  happiness  than  recieving  a  letter  from 
you,  and  none  know  better  than  I  the  cost  of  them.  1  only  wonder 
how  you  accomplish  so  much,  and  tell  you  frankly,  1  am  proud.'  or 
■what  shall  1  say?  of  the  energy,  ability  and  industry  of  my  “weakly, 
inefficient  Sans  souci  Kate”.  1  hope  1  do  not  flatter,  but  I  feel  a  con¬ 
solation  in  thinking  (that  except  temper  sometimes)  1  think  my 
daughters  may  be  ranked  among  the  good  wives  of  the  day,  which 
i  think  are  rare  articles.  As  a  general  thing  1  am  disgusted  at  the 
manifest  want  of  interest  in  the  husband’s  comfort  and  peace  ol 
mind,  which  is  the  fashion  of  the  present  day. 

Mrs.  Whittlesey  is  here,  spent  yesterday  afternoon  and  evening 
with  me  and  today  I  called  with  her  at  Mr.  Duffield’s,  Casses,  Bshp. 
McC.s  and  Brady’s  in  behalf  of  her  Magazine.  Our  constant  theme 
is  Morristown,  you  and  Mrs.  Stites.  While  at  the  Bshp’s.  Mrs.  Mason 
was  spoken  ot,  etc.  Mrs.  McC.  said  she  thought  you  had  belter  call 
on  her.  My  own  views  were  (judging  her  by  myself)  that  she  would 
feel,  if  persons  were  so  kind  as  to  call  from  sympathy,  that  she  would 
feel  that  she  ought  to  see  them.  To  prevent  this,  1  thought  if  you 
would  manifest  that,  by  sending  her  from  time  to  time  fruit,  flowers, 
etc.  it  would  be  soothingly  gratifying  and  not  intrusive.  ’1  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  know.  If  she  is  the  temperament  of  her  brother,  I  should  say 
call . 

To  go  back  to  letter  writing.  Never  write  another,  rather  than 
neglect  your  children,  none  can  do  for  them  as  you.  There  are  some 
friends  to  whom  you  must  write,  others,  No— for  instance  Mrs.  Scot, 
Mrs.  Lycll,  Miss  Slnitc,  I  would  not  lose,  Mrs.  McCrea  because  I 
think  you  have  benefitted  her.  She  and  her  husband  loved  and 
selected  you  and  Mr.  B.  as  friends  when  all  with  them  was  bright. 
Now  the  scene  is  changed,  she  sits  solitary  and  alone!  her  love  for 
you  strengthened.  Occasionally  to  a  few  others,  but  the  blessed  chil¬ 
dren  must  ever  be  the  first  consideration.  Never  mind  me. 

Your  visit  from  Einilie  must  have  been  interesting.  Boor  Aunt 
Nelly!!1  I  am  not  surprized  at  anything  of  that  poor  unhappy  de- 


V  :\'V  V  A  A  A  'A  1  \V\  /. 


8,1  i 


.  duii|  .ibrtluO 


•  \i,A  JaoinoG 


nimi  it  I  li  >-j .  until  «a>uiqq».rl  VU.  ii  HIT  KO/ig 
i  it  (I  I  It-Jifj  I,  ten  nd  »!  i  h  i  >«<d  O;  1  bill. 

IO  Amvi  ^  111..  !  vl J/u /li  i;o’(  l!  >J  f-iu  /^«i  ■  3 :  fl*ityn»<mi*  uov  //*  d 
•  •  viil  nr  ^ili  li;  7"  11  J  !l  ;  >  ’  ‘  :*'!  •  Jr  * ' 

yu;  4uiil!  I  nlWmo  o\  u\*V.»y*v  rf  rnijlnith  f*i  noiii.lo/ 

lo  .  >j  n,  1m  i:  j  ' .  i I i i i  >  ■  !  n.d<m  l  o»lf  i  ’  :  .  i  •«>  utn'H  titolirir.m 

.yi.fj  :  j'K  mb  Jo  ,  rd-  I  •  iJ  i  fbidvi  biihfl 

*i  ii  .7  b  j.  i  on  ■'  .  y> u  >{  i  '  » j"  •><  i  .  -  <  ib' 

■  w  0  ,  .  i -jilln  0  i  I /  ti;  T).:'  dnv?  b>!b  »  1  yr.hoj  brie  \»tn  dii  ' 

i.qii  •  i  lo  lit:  .ikI  mi  S  n'l  blic 
iKvi.l/.  .?;d/f  .  jil  J  »rji  ir  dtdV/  /jji >7  a\A  bin.  vo{  .nwottinoM  n 
i  l)  i  >md  bi.il  noy  1.1;:  jofli  >f(2  bir.e  J  d’i  >iU  .no  Jo  nudoq a  «r.w 

»f  li  >;/  ;  H  •  m  ytl  >•<  -  ■  |‘  m/7  /•  >1  *  (M  .Till  V  » 

i  .  j  > :  1 1 1 « :  /  f»  moil  if.  ioI^i  :i  w  mw  ?.  o8;x|li  .  1 3t>  i 

.  !  ol  7inrl  mo  d  r  nf  .  bn  m  d  jj;mJ  Molifiuut  bflJOW 
i  a  i  ill  !mu  ^rii/lih.i  \S:  '>  o/  ->d  t\ih  /  i 

yr  |  luodi' !  i-jiljoid  i  >d  In  jmvim. rvqmji  jdl  A  )i:  i  .wo/i;J  oj  Im 

m;il  r  i  j  1 1  in  i  oil  Join  oiitv/  tjV'VI  .gnijir//  tolisd  oj  j|:jtd  oT 

>u  vwm\\  n/l  ob  mrjm  u  ,rinb  <f 3  *m<  y  njlipu 
>  >C  .  .ill.?  I  ■  1  o'A.  Ijo  i  JW  Vr\u«  tf(; :  IM  'li  .7  oJ  f.bn  >i  l 

I  !  i  .  I  ;  I  >  I  1  m,i!m  •  A !  1 1  /: 

I  rr j.  b  /  i  I  \Si I  !  mu  iidB  .fail  b  >til  vi*v,d  gyiul  nqy  iniiij 

id  ud  i  .■/  ioi{>  1 1  li  it  lit.  ;  >dv/  ;-‘)irji't1  ?f;  di  il  .Snu  o  .v  b  Dob; 

iol  o /•  >J  i  book  mm  y  d: if l<  Hire  o  .bo^itr.d)  A  on  » •"  i>ill  »o7. 

i  I  d  fit  /ii  '  !  t  >(  )  MHIDll  I  f  UM  1JC( 
{■  .  !  i  j/-j  ioi  i  nil  -y,\  .  ;  o  •  d 

j  i  nt)  >d  o/ufl . lifii ai  iJ>  i J  i'.  1  ?;v/  (IJ  *Y 

•j  i  y»{vj  h in  'for  ludj  o  ^nrdiyiic  Jj  b).iiqii  /  jo«  mu  I  MlylluH 


STUART  LETTERS 


1 99 

ludcd  silly  woman  (Mrs.  C.H.S.),  only  I  think  when  Congress  meets 
wc  will  make  Mr.  DeScldon  urge  Mrs.  Whiting  to  pay  her  father’s 
notes.  Hilly  Grey— (Mary’s  husband)  wished  to  buy  from  us  our  cor¬ 
ner  lot  to  build  upon! !  Can  you  tell  how  such  things  are  done?  This 
reminds  me  to  tell  Mr.  Baker  that  a  person  wishes  to  buy  the  remain¬ 
ing  Hat  k  Lot  (or  !jj>()oo.  Ask  him  if  he  thinks  it  best  to  sell  it.  Docs  he 
think  by  holding  on,  and  paying  taxes,  assessments,  etc.,  it  will  in  the 
end  be  as  beneficial  as  investment  of  to  peel.  On  the  other  hand  the 
time  is  not  distant  when  to  pet.  will  cease  and  what  then? 

Good  Night,  it  o’clock.  John  and  L.  gone  to  a  party  at  Gen. 
Casses.  The  paving  of  Jef.  Ave.  is  nearly  up  to  our  house.  There  has 
been  a  dreadlul  struggle  about  grading  the  street  to  bring  it  to  a 
level  with  the  Bacon  and  Bucl  property,  but  Mr.  Ledyard  with  some 
others  have  fought  nobly  against  it  and  carried  the  day.  I  find  Mr. 
Ledyard  uncommonly  friendly,  he  is  at  all  times  ready  to  give  me 
council.  Never  repeat  what  I  am  now  going  to  write,  for  I  have  never 
named,  nor  would  I  to  any  other.  You  know  your  precious  father 
always  said,  “I  feel  a  perfect  confidence  and  safety  in  Kate”.  When 
1  related  to  Mr.  Led.  all  the  conversation  about  the  Frank.  St.  prop¬ 
erty  between  Mr.  Brush  and  me  (Brush  has  done  most  of  the  buying, 
etc.  for  the  R.R.  Co.)  Mr.  L.  said.  Mrs.  S.,  I  will  only  say  to  you  what 
1  feel  myself,  when  Mr.  B.  conics  to  you  voluntarily  about  your 
business,  quickly  cast  about  in  your  mind  what  or  how  is  Mr.  B. 
going  to  be  benefitted  by  this  transaction,  and  keep  an  eye  to  your 
own  interest.  1  find  most  of  the, gentlemen  think  just  so.  No  Kate, 
burn  this  letter.  I  am  beginning  to  think  that  the  air  has  ears  and 
carries  news. 

1  am  rejoiced  to  hear  that  the  sweet  Baby  is  better.  What  can  have 
been  the  matter?  I  trust  your  peaceful  domestic  establishment  may 
continue,  how  much  our  happiness  is  in  the  hands  of  our  Servants! 
Your  ac.  of  Emily’s  Washington  establishment  reminds  me  of  Mrs. 
Russel.  Did  you  know  that  ‘‘she  with  her  brother  in  law >  Richards 
and  wife  have  gone  to  the  World’s  Fair”?!! 

What  do  you  think  of  Mary  daring  to  say  one  word  about  hearing 
from  home.  I  have  written  her  two  long  letters.  She  has  been  gone 
5  months,  and  except  those  few  lines  at  Morristown  1  have  never  had 
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a  line  from  her.  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  they  are  pleased  with  their 
post.  I  hope  her  children  will  have  good  advantages  for  education. 
God  is  good  to  ns  all.  Oh  that  he  would  make  its  abidingly  sensible 
and  grateful  for  his  loving  kindness  to  all.  Your  heart  wotdd  rejoice 
to  see  the  great  improvement  in  David.  Nothing  ol  his  hateful  for¬ 
mer  sell  is  left,  he  is  gentlemanly,  manly,  industrious,  is  seen  only 
with  the  respectable,  his  smartness  as  a  Lawyer  is  much  talked  of. 
1  hat  Union  bk.  business  nearly  mined  him,  for  which  he  will  never 
lorgive  Hastings.  John  (except  being  a  Christian)  is  everything  I 
could  wish.  I  love  to  encourage  the  correspondence  between  him  and 
Mr.  baker,  it  is  ol  incalculable  advantage  to  him.  His  unnatural 

appetite  is  disappearing  fast.  L.  certainly  is!!— - .  I  believe  if 

I  dared  I  would  be  sorry,  but  perhaps  this  is  only  a  little  link  in  the 
important  chain  which  is  to  strengthen  his  reformation. 

Mrs.  Whetmore  has  had  a  son  (dead),  she  doing  very  well.  Mrs. 
Cat  pen  ter  lias  a  son,  two  days  old,  all  well,  but  disappointed,  wanted 
a  daughter.  Poor  William  Hunt  died  after  three  days  illness,  Irre- 
sypelas— left  a  distressed  family,  2  children  under  the  age  ol  15  by 
his  former  wife,  4  infants  of  the  present  and  4  of  hers,  she  was  a 
widow.  Docs  not  Mr.  Ik  think  that  Mich,  has  a  delight lul  Popula¬ 
tion.  You  see  the  part  that  McLeod  plays  with  the  Mormons. 

I  am  sorry  Mary’s  boxes  are  detained.  I  am  afraid  for  some  reason 
I  am  out  of  the  Thomas  books.  I  have  written  to  your  Uncle  T.  and 
to  Deborah-  and  have  not  reed,  a  line.  I  gave  Mary’s  Poetry  to  Mrs. 
Whittlesey  who  was  perfectly  delighted  with  it,  especially  her  scrip¬ 
ture  knowledge.  1  told  her  of  Mary’s  remarks  that  Sab.  ol  the  thun¬ 
der  storm.  She  begged  me  to  put  it  in  writing  for  her  Magazine,  she 
said  it  would  be  of  great  use  to  her,  etc.  My  blessed  children!!  1  o 
have  gone  through  the  Hymn  book.  Do  not  let  them  stop,  now  is  the 
time  to  store  their  minds  for  Eternity.  Jesus  Lover  ol  my  Soul  and 
such  like  are  beautiful.  Luther  said,  “Keep  the  measure  lull  ol  God’s 
word  and  the  Devil  will  not  find  room  lor  his.” 

I  have  subscribed  for  and  ordered  addressed  to  you,  the  Mother’s 
Magazine  and  in  your  experience  with  your  children  (you  need  not 
give  names)  if  you  find  any  interesting  incident  calculated  to  stimu¬ 
late  Mothers  to  labor  for  or  produce  faith  in  the  early  conversion 
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of  children,  send  it  to  Mrs.  Whit.  Freely  ye  have  recieved,  freely 
give.  Flowers  and  Poetry  go  together.  Mary  will  bind  them  together, 
and  with  her  sweet  views  of  her  obligation  to  do  all  under  the  eye 
of  her  Heavenly  Father  you  will  find  that  in  working  among  her 
Mowers,  her  and  dear  Bessie’s  hearts  will  be  elevated  to  Him  who 
has  given  them  so  many  things  richly  to  enjoy.  "In  his  garden  here 
below  may  they  daily  be  watered  with  dews  of  Heavenly  grace. 

1  he  pool  Condits.  They  remind  me  of  a  ship  just  escaped  wreck¬ 
ing,  lost  helm  and  compass,  yet  one  Star  lei t  which  il  guided  by 
(will)  make  a  safe  1  Liven.  What  a  hateful  thing  is  sell!  But  why  do 
they  not  visit  you?  Do  they  think  that  you  gave  your  voice  to  dismiss 
M i .  Kichai ds?  What  a  world  for  a  holy  pure  God  to  look  down  upon! 
liven  the  very  best  ol  his  followers,  how  they  dishonor  him.  Ate  you 
likely  to  get  a  Pastor?  1  know  of  no  act  for  which  a  chinch  should 
more  solemnly  pray  and  last  than  that  a  right.  Pastor  should  be  sent 
them. 

Would  you  be  willing  to  send  Mary3  to  me  for  the  summer?  I  let 
studies  should  all  go  on  regularly,  Music,  French  and  all.  Then  with 
the  blessing  of  God  you  wotdd  not  have  much  to  trouble  you,  until 
you  were  better  able  to  bear  it  than  you  are  now,  or  will  be  until 
fall.  There  are  always  good  opportunities  and  she  will  be  short  of 
three  days  on  the  road.  You  know  that  Fllen1  and  all  hers  have  left. 
I  have  not  heard  from  them  since,  and  cannot  tell  what  their  arrange¬ 
ments  are  for  the  summer.  Bob3  is  on  the  Steamer  now  at  Beaver 
Island  watching  the  Mormons.  I  feel  sorry  for  the  Alexanders.0  They 

are  perfectly  isolated  down  at  S - Farm.  I  never  see  them, 

so  can  give  you  no  information  about  them. 

You  ask  for  directions  about  strawberries  and  currents.  You  know 
mine  was  only  a  successful  experiment,  and  for  fear  of  a  failure  I 
would  not  do  over  2  lbs.  Pick  your  fruit  on  a  dry  warm  day,  a  pound 
of  fruit  to  a  pound  and  a  quarter  of  sugar,  to  which  put  not  more 
than  two  tablespoonfuls  of  water,  batter  it  until  the  sugar  is  all 
melted  or  affected  with  the  water,  put  it  over  to  boil,  watch  that  it 
does  not  burn.  As  soon  as  you  think  that  the  water  has  wholly  evapo¬ 
rated,  leaving  only  a  syrup  of  pure  sugar,  put  the  dry  fruit  in  a  very 
dry  jar,  and  pour  the  syrup  boiling  hot  over  the  fruit,  repeat  the 
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same  three  days  in  succession.  Tie  them  tight  with  a  bladder,  brandy 
paper  first.  Keep  them  in  your  cellar  or  ice  house. 

Oh  how  I  should  love  to  be  seated  in  that  snug  little  dining'  room 
between  you  both,  and  tell  you  all  the  scenes  through  which  I  have 
past  in  the  last  two  months.  I  am  afraid  the  Asthma  is  seated  on  me, 
as  it  was  on  Mrs.  Sibley,  not  so  laborious  in  breathing  but  enough 
to  render  me  perfectly  useless.  The  sentence  rings  in  my  eats  con¬ 
tinually,  “Cut  it  down,  why  cumbcreth  it  the  ground”.  Uncle  is 
cheerlul,  has  an  uncommonly  good  appetite,  walks  about  as  far  as 
the  Biddle  House  every  day,  but  is  as  feeble  as  a  child,  seems  at  times 
hardly  able  to  put  one  foot  before  the  other.  We  are  dwindled  to 
a  small  peaceful  happy  family.  John  is  very  proud  of  his  garden.  We 
have  for  the  last  four  days  had  an  abundance  ol  strawberries  and 
twice  we  have  had  green  peas,  rather  young  but  very  nice. 

Remember  me  affectionately  to  Mr.  B.  and  kiss  my  dear  children 
with  love  to  them  from  G.Ma.  Always  remember  me  kindly  to  the 
members  of  Bond  Street.7  Uncle  talks  a  great  deal  about  you,  wishes 
he  could  write.  He  with  John  and  Lavinia  unite  their  best  love  to 
you  with  that  of  your  affectionate  Mother, 

K.  E.  S. 

1  Ellen  Sullivan  Goxc,  sister  of  E.E.S. 

-  Deborah  Underhill  Thorne,  wife  of  Dr.  John  Sullivan  Thorne  and  daughter  in 
law  of  Dr.  R.  V.  W.  Thorne. 

a  Mary  Stuart  Baker,  eldest  daughter  of  Kale  Stuart  Baker. 

1  Ellen  Stuart,  wife  of  Robert  Stuart  Jr. 

6  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  on  the  U.S.S.  Mulligan. 

<•  The  Alexander  Stuarts  of  Scotland. 

7  The  home  of  William  Baker’s  father,  I.ooc  Baker  and  his  second  wife.  She  was 
the  widow  of  Peter  Kean,  of  Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey  and  the  motiiei  of  Uhristine 
Kean  Griffin,  Mrs.  Hamilton  Fish  and  some  brothers. 


Del  mil ,  J  tine  17,1 87  1 

My  very  dear  Mary  and  Bessie 

I  have  long  promised  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you,  but 
have  been  prevented  by  my  infirmity,  the  Asthma,  which  is  always 
made  worse  by  writing.  From  your  dear  Mother  I  learn  that  you  have 
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committed  to  memory  nearly  every  hymn  in  that  sweet  little  Book, 
rendered  precious  to  all  our  hearts,  because  it  furnished  our  sweet 
little  I  an  so  many  beautiful  Hymns,  which  helped  to  prepare  her 
to  join  the  Angel  Choir  in  Heaven,  where  she  now  is,  rejoicing.  II 
she  could  speak  to  you  my  sweet  children,  she  wotdd  say,  Oh  dear 
Mary,  dear  Bessie,  leant  all  you  can,  and  quickly  too,  that  you  lincl 
for  little  children’s  minds  about  the  Saviour,  it  is  that  for  which  we 
were  created.  Unless  you  know  all  about  Him,  you  cannot  properly 
love  him.  Those  sweet  Hymns  help  to  instruct  you,  as  they  did  me, 
and  all  ho  all  was  very  happy  at  home,  and  delightful  in  Sab.  School, 
yet  my  loved  sisters,  they  were  not  so  happy,  so  beautiful,  so  delight¬ 
ful  as  1  leaven,  where  I  am  the  companion  of  Angels  and  all  the  great 
and  good  Saints  who  once  lived  on  Earth,  and  have  continually  the 
presence  of  our  dear  Saviour  who  when  on  Earth  so  tenderly  loved 
little  children. 

Do  you  remember  dear  Mary,  your  conversation  with  me  the  Sab. 
evening  after  the  fearful  Storm  of  Thunder  and  Lightning  which 
occurred  while  you  were  in  your  Sab.  School?  Are  your  desires  now , 
as  earnest  to  serve  our  Father  in  Heaven  as  they  were  then?  I  trust 
so.  And  that  you  will  try  to  lead  your  dear  sister  Bessie  in  the  same 
path  of  pleasantness  and  peace.  My  heart  was  gladened  when  1  heard 
how  nobly  you  my  dear  Mary  kept  your  Temperance  pledge.  This 
is  one  among  the  many  ways  that  God  furnishes  those  who  love  him 
and  wish  to  honor  and  obey  1  lim  with  the  means  ol  doing.  We  must 
consent  to  be  unlike  the  fashionable  world,  if  we  mean  to  have  our 
names  written  in  1  leaven.  Miss  Trowbridge  said  to  a  Lady  I  am  just 
going  to  Johanna’s  to  tell  her  of  poor  Crist’s  death!  He  died' with 
delirium  'Tremens,  and  I  have  no  doubt  his  having  lived  in  our  fam¬ 
ily  he  embibed  the  taste  when  he  was  a  boy,  and  has  proved  the 
ruin  probably  of  sold  and  body.  This  reflection  might  have  led  to 
bitter  remorse  in  some.  None  should  live  for  himscll.  1  hat  God  may 
incline  your  young  hearts  to  live  entirely  for  him,  and  strengthen 
you  so  that  you  may  always  be  able  to  do  what  you  think  is  right, 
and  never  do  what  you  think  wrong,  is  my  unceasing  prayer.  I  am 
sure  you  will  both  make  it  the  aim  ol  your  life  to  contribute  to  the 
happiness  of  your  father  and  Mother.  Aid  them  whenever  you  can, 
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relieve  them  from  whatever  trouble  you  can,  and  in  this  way  shew 
youi  love  to  your  Heavenly  bather  who  I  trust  has  sealed  you  as  his 
on  Earth  that  you  may  reign  with  him  through  Eternity. 

A  kiss  for  my  sweet  engaging  little  Eliza,  together  with  my  love 
and  kisses  to  you  both  my  dear  children,  from  your  Affectionate 
G.  Mot  her, 

E.  E.  S. 

Mary  please  give  my  love  to  Miss  Condit,  and  you  dear  Bessie  to 
your  dear  Mrs.  Chester.  Tell  her  1  wish  she  would  come  and  see 
G.  Mother. 


Detroit,  J une  1 8,  i 85  1 

Dearest  Kate 

I  mailed  a  long  letter  to  you  and  my  dear  children  yesterday.  Al  ter 
I  had  finished  it,  I  remembered  1  had  not  said  one  word  of  our  un¬ 
expected  and  pleasant  call  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Radford,  we  were 
truly  delighted  to  see  them,  only  regretted  its  brevity.  1  love  every¬ 
thing  connected  with  Morristown.  Oh  il  you  only  knew  how  my 
heart  yearns  for  my  “darters”.  Do  you  ever  think  how  (alt ho  living 
in  a  crowd,  on  the  house  top)  wretchedly  lonely  1  am?  Poor  John  is 
everything  which  a  son  can  be,  but  he  is  a  married  Son.  Lavinia  is  a 
good  girl  and  excellent  principles,  and  is  very  kind  and  attentive  and 
truly  ladylike  in  all  her  intercourse  with  me,  but  of  course  ’t is  not 
you  or  Mary.  I  believe  it  is  Baxter  who  says  When  God  sees  those 
who  have  professed  to  be  his  servants,  settling  down  into  “Soul  lake 
thine  ease”,  or,  this  is  my  pleasant  ground,  he  loves  us  too  much  to 
leave  it  so,  we  are  soon  called  upon  to  witness  the  ground  perish  and 
our  imaginary  ease  become  like  troubled  waters.  This  is  all  good, 
if  it  answers  the  end  designed. 

Your  heart  was  too  sorrowful  perhaps  to  rcmembei  that  1  pur¬ 
chased  for  a  present  to  Sarah,  a  “crepe  dc  line”  dress.  What  do  you 
think!  She  either  made  it  a  present  to  fane  McCtea  or  “exc  hanged 
it  for  another  with  her”,  the  latter  1  do  not  believe.  It  will  be  a  cheap 
dress  for  me,  for  never  again  will  I  present  her  with  a  pr.  of  gloves. 
How  our  proud  hearts  rebel  when  our  fellow  worms  (in  action  say) 
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Who  cares  for  you?  Yet.  in  actions  or  heart,  how  cotitinually  we  treat 
our  Benefactor  just  so! 

y  1  •  1  have  just  rccievcd  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Norton  of  Eockport, 

wherein  she  says  “1  nearly  lost  my  Edward.”  “1  Ie  went  with  me  into 
the  kitchen  and  fell  or  rather  sat  down  into  a  hot  of  boiling  water, 
and  the  nature  ol  the  scald  was  such  as  to  produce  inllammation  ol 
the  Bladder,  for  a  long  time  his  life  was  dispared  of,  and  for  two 
weeks  his  father  and  1  had  not  one  moment’s  rest  night  or  day;  alter 
that  being  an  uncommonly  strong  healthy  child  he  begun  to  recover, 
and  his  face  is  not  at  all  disfigured.  So  you  see  our  precious  one1 
could  not  have  been  burnt  as  violently  as  he,  but  in  a  more  vital 
pat  t,  and  then  her  dear  sensitive  constitution  could  not  contend  with 
such  agony  and  her  loving  kind  heavenly  Father  put  her  gently  to 
sleep  in  Jesus!  Her  appointed  hour  had  come,  even  so  Father,  for 
so  it  seemed  good  unto  Thee.  She  writes  me  word  that  if  it  would 
be  quite  convenient  for  me,  that  she  would  like  Harriet  to  visit  me. 

Our  City  is  quite  excited.  A  giddy  girl  was  put  under  the  Sisters 
for  education,  but  was  so  unmanageable  that  they  complained  of 
her  to  a  Priest  (nephew  to  the  Bshp.)  He  said  he  thought  he.  could 
subdue,  etc.,  and  it  ended  in  their  marrying  and  running  oil.  Father 
Shaw  pursued  them  until  he  learned  that  they  were  married  before 
they  left  the  City.  ’Tis  said  that  he  is  very  wealthy,  the  son  of  a 
Belgian  Nobleman,  his  Mother  a  widow  in  Belgium.  He  was  thrust 
into  the  Priesthood  in  opposition  to  his  wishes. 

Mr.  Lcdyard  says  David  is  gaining  great  honors  for  himself  in  this 
R.R.  case.  ’Tis  the  all  absorbing  thought  of  our  City. 

July  1st.  How  long  it  is  since  I  wrote!!  and  1  fear  my  writing 
is  at  an  end.  The  Asthma  has  set  in  continuously,  (i.e.)  the  little  time 
1  am  not  sulfering  leaves  me  so  weak  and  so  prostrated  by  nervus- 
ncss  that  1  am  lit  for  nothing.  My  appetite  is  gone  and  my  spirits 
wretched.  When  your  dear  father  was  with  me,  I  really  thought  if 
he  did  not  help  me  to  throw  my  clothes  on,  while  I  sat  in  a  chair, 
and  have  the  water  brought  to  me  to  wash,  that  I  could  not  stand 
long  enough  to  do  either!  But  I  find  since  he  has  gone,  I  can  do 
much  more  than  I  thought  I  could!  How  like  an  indulged  child! 
Now  1  can  do  all  this  and  as  a  general  thing  go  to  the  Breakfast 
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Tabic.  Sometimes  I  have  to  have  my  coifec  by  5  or  ti.  I  I  ear  I  am  to 
become  perlectly  useless.  I  am  taking  “Oxiginatcd  hitlers”,  highly 
reeommencled  for  Asthma,  and  use  Ireely  Salt  Pctre  paper.  1  go  the 
whole  length  of  the  Avc.  every  morning  in  the  Omnibus,  hoping  to 
get  strength. 

John  keeps  Mr.  11.  posted  up  about  the  important  things.  On 
Monday  Uncle  went  down  on  a  visitation  to  Unde  Alex.,  bedstead, 
bed  and  baggage.  lie  is  just  like  a  child,  was  perlectly  delighted  at 
the  thought,  the  change  will  very  much  benefit  him.  lie  has  fresh 
milk  and  plenty  of  it.  The  river  “to  walk  on  stocking  feet  through” 
whenever  he  wishes  and  his  old  horse,  Bob,  to  talk  with. 

I  have  just  seen  some  grand  Books  for  Mary  and  Bessie.  I  believe 
they  are  called  ‘‘Abbots  history  of  the  Kings  and  Queens”.  The 
number  1  saw  contained  Josephine,  Victoria,  one  of  the  Kings  and 
Queens  of  Spain,  etc.  Dr.  Wood,  with  whom  1  saw  them,  whose 
daughter,  a  sweet  intelligent  girl,  spent  a  week  with  us,  says  they 
cost  62  cents  a  vol.,  he  thinks  there  are  8  or  9  vols.  out.  Get  them 
for  the  children,  and  get  money  lrom  Mr.  B.  to  pay  for  them.  When 
you  have  done  all  I  wish  you  to,  just  let  me  know  how  much  money 
1  owe  Mr.  11.,  so  that  I  can  pay.  I  have  a  pressing  feeling  that  I  should 
“set  my  house  in  order”,  or  to  do  quickly  what  I  want  to  do. 

I  had  your  crib-  that  1  so  much  love  taken  down  and  Boxed  and 
was  going  to  send  it  to  you  by  express,  but  John  t  t  ightened  me  about 
the  expense,  and  I  thought  Mr.  11.  would  say  it  was  just  like  woman. 
1  meant  to  pay  all  expenses  up  to  your  own  door,  and  a  man  to  screw 
it  up,  if  your  man  cannot  do  it.  My  John  took  it  down  with  a  com¬ 
mon  key.  A //  your  children  have  slept  in  it.  It  has  followed  you  lrom 
N.  Orleans.  If  you  have  not  bought  another,  let  me  send  it  by  the 
cheap  line  of  Transportation,  and  do  not  let  Mr.  11.  know  anything 
about  it  until  you  get  from  him  the  money  to  pay  exp.  which  1  will 
refund  every  cent  of.  When  you  let  me  know  the  amt.  of  all,  Sub¬ 
scription  for  Evangelist  included,  I  will  make  arrangement  to  re¬ 
fund.  Write  immediately  whether  1  shall  send  it. 

I  have  just  recieved  a  long  letter  from  Mary,  In  st  in  four  months, 
taking  great  pains  to  make  me  feel  how  much  1  have  neglected  her. 
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etc.  Soon  these  things  will  be  over,  all  I  ask  is  that  my  family  may 
not  be  alienated  as  my  Mothers  is. 

My  most  ailectionate  remembrance  to  Mr.  ih,  with  much  love 
and  a  kiss  lor  my  sweet  children.  Always  remember  me  to  bond  St. 
family.  Mr.  Field  while  in  N.  Orleans  “dined  with  a  Mr.  Walker, 
who  said  he  was  married  to  Mr.  Iks  sister”!3  Lavinia  expected  her 
father  in  Del.,  but  he  has  gone  home  the  other  way.  Capt.  lkent  and 
family  are  stationed  here.  John  and  Lavinia  send  love.  All  Sarah's 
family  are  expected  here  today.  Remember  me  affectionately  to  Mrs. 
Stiles,  Mrs.  Chester  and  Morristown  friends.  You  will  recieve  the 
Mothers  Magazine  from  your  ailectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  S. 

1  I'.miiv  fell  into  a  tub  of  boiling  water  the  cook  had  set  out  on  the  back  porch. 

-A  new  Baker  baby  was  expected  in  July. 

;1  William  G.  Baker’s  sister,  Eliza. 


LET!  ER  WRITTEN  TO  WILLIAM  C.  BAKER  BY  HIS  SISTER-IN-LAW, 

MARY  STUART  TURNER1 

Austin,  Aug.  1 85  1 

My  dear  brother, 

Can  it  be! !  is  it.  possible!  that,  that  long,  anxiously  looked  for  boy," 
has  at  length  made  its  appearance— good  gracious— the  bells  (night 
to  have  been  rung.  I  feel  sorry  for  men,  for  they  are  ashamed  to  make 
a  fuss.  You  said  as  little  as  you  could.  Well  how  did  Kate  bear  the 
announcement,  it  must  have  shocked  her  nerves  dreadfully— you 
commenced  your  letter,  by  saying,  that  I  “would  not  be  startled, 
by  your  announcing  the  birth  ol  a  Son  Capital  “S”,  but  I  was,  & 
screamed  so  loud,  to  the  Dr.  who  was  in  another  room,  that  I  might 
have  been  heard  Zi  a  mile  off— but  truly  I  am  delighted  to  hear  that 
all  is  over,  &  Kate  and  boy  doing  well.  I  pray  most  earnestly  that  they 
may  so  continue— what  a  comfort  it  must  be,  to  Kate,  to  have  mother 
with  her.  I  do  not  see  what  would  become  of  those  little  children, 
if  she  were  not  there,  at  any  rate,  Kate’s  mind  is  now  at  ease— mother 
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lias  more  energy,  than  all  ol  us,  put  together— please  give  her  much 
love  R:  say  to  her  that  I  will  write  her,  by  next  mail. 

Our  weather  has  been  hot  beyond  anything  1  ever  felt,  for  at  least 
b  weeks  the  thermometer  has  stood  at  p.j,  R:  pb-  even  the  old  settlers 
say  they  never  knew  it  so  warm— the  I)r.  is  completely  broken  down 
by  it— you  never  saw  him  when  he  looked  so  badly,  k  to  add,  to  his 
other  troubles,  lie  has  had  a  tremendous  boil,  so  that  he  could  not 
sit  up  in  his  chair,  his  appetite  is  completely  gone— he  has  gone  out 
te  miles  R:  taken  Hold  with  him  into  the  country,  where  it  is  said, 
to  be  remarkably  healthy  R:  cool.  Hob,  Loo,  seems  to  wilt  a  little. 
Kate,1  strange  to  tell,  does  not  seem  to  feel  the  heat,  has  been  well 
till  summer— she  has  too  a  large  boil  on  her  arm,  R:  Frany’’  litis  been 
almost  as  much  alllicted  as  Job  was,  she  has  now  her  ninth,  R:  they 
have  all  been  dreadful  ones— she  has  been  almost  as  patient— my 
turn  is  yet  to  come,  they  are  all  the  fashion— almost  everyone  litis 
them. 

Poor  John,  did  he  go  off  in  good  spirits?  I  fear  not— it  must  have 
been  a  great  trial,  how  much  I  wish  I  could  have  seen  him.  I  am 
afraid,  Lavinia  will  not  be  happy  tit  home.  1  am  glad  Mr.  Radford 
goes  out  with  John— he  will,  1  hope,  be  ti  good  companion.  1  rejoice 
that  John  will  be  absent  so  short  a  time— 

How  surprised  you  must  have  been  to  see  mother— I  think  the 
change  will  do  her  good— any  change  would  be  'u ell  for  her,  she 
cannot  live  in  Detroit  k  have  any  comfort,  she  ought  to  be  near  a 
daughter  R:  not  with  sons  wives— what  a  dreadful  thing  it  .was  for  you, 
to  have  coffee  made  for  her,  1  wonder  how  she  got  over  it  R:  remained 
with  you— she  must  be  improving,  I  think.  Yes,  mother  would  make 
a  first  rate  Catholic,  so  1  often  tell  her  -  she  feels  that  she  must  sacri¬ 
fice  all,  others  nothing— but  if  you  will  be  particular,  k  not  pay  her 
any  marked  attention ,  you  may  be  able  to  keep  her. 

1  Original  letter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  (dark. 

-  I.ooe  Baker  had  been  born  at  Morristown  July  -<j,  1831.  He  had  four  older 
sisters. 

•'*  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  Mary  Stuart  Turner’s  eldest  son,  now  13  years  old. 

4  Kate  Stuart  Turner,  nine  years  old. 

r>  Frany  was  the  Turner’s  devoted  maid.  Site  had  been  nurse  to  the  baby,  "Tommy” 
who  had  died  July  1850. 
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August  10,  1851 

Dear  Kate,1 

I  rejoice  that  you  can  write  of  yourself  as  you  do  R:  indeed  feel 
that  it  has  been  good  for  you,  to  he  afllicated— but  1  feel  very  sure, 
that  you  are  mistaken  about  your  former  condition— 1  feel  very  sure 
that,  altho  very  proud  you  were  a  child  of  God,  that  he  had  com¬ 
menced  a  good  work  in  your  heart— there  was  something  oxerbear¬ 
ing  &  imperious  (forgive  me)  in  your  manner,  which  at  limes 
troubled  me,  but  I  felt  that  you  belonged  to  God  R:  that  your  proud 
will  would  be  subdued,  When  1  heard  of  the  death  of  that  angel 
child2 1  was  so  overcome  by  grief  R:  horror  at  the  suddencss  of  it,  that 
1  thought  alone  of  her,  but  in  a  moment  my  thoughts  flew  to  you  K 
1  felt  that  you  were  a  changed  women.  Kate  that  was  the  only  thing 
that  ever  troubled  me  about  you.  I  know  we  are  all  too  proud,  but 
yours  was  peculiar  to  yourself  R:  our  blessed  sainted  father.  1  might 
say  as  you  do,  that  only  since  the  death  of  my  blessed  child3  had  1 
been  changed,  but  I  am  sure,  if  I  am  changed  at  all  it  was  long  ago— 
but  ()  how  little— but  I  do  know  that  I  feel  more  interest  in  religious 
things  than  I  ever  did  before— I  believe  we  have  to  be  kept  in  afllic- 
tion  to  make  us  what  we  ought  to  be,  but  1  rejoice  to  feel  that  God 
has  chosen  us  for  his  own,  R:  that  he  will  perfect  that  which  lie  has 
begun. 

Dear  Dave,1  my  heart  goes  out  to  him  R:  sincerely  do  1  wish  that 
he  may  prosper  but  I  feel  as  you  do,  I  fear  he  will  not  get  along  as 
last  in  California  as  he  wishes— poor  dear  fellow— I  pray  most  earn¬ 
estly  for  him  that  he  may  succeed  or  that  the  move  may  be  for  his 
eternal  good.  I  think  the  change  in  every  respect  may  be  good  for 
him— he  can  go  to  church— 1  cannot  give  him  up.  I  must  feel  that 
he  will  yet  be  saved— suppose  Mr.  Arnold’s  will  does  not  pay  Sarah, 
what  will  she  do— she  cannot  live  on  $50.  a  month.  I  hope  she  will 
not  take  boarders,  if  she  does  all  Detroit  will  be  up  in  arms  abusing 
Dave,  as  having  deserted  her-Why  does  A.  Davis  have  to  support 
the  other  sister,  why  docs  she  not  go  to  work  too— is  her  husband 
never  coming  back? 

Kit5  has  had  her  ears  bored,  R :  one  grew  up  &  she  did  it  over  her- 
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self.  I  want  you  the  first  time  you  go  to  New  York  to  get  me  a  pretty 
light  pair  ol  car  rings,  fashionable  shape— I  like  Coral  best  if  they 
are  worn  &  send  them  in  a  letter  as  soon  as  you  can— I  promised  them 
to  her  &  she  is  crazy  for  them— I  got  her  a  plain  pair— she  told  me  to 
be  sure  &  tell  Mary0  that  she  did  it  herself  &  it  did  not  hurt  at  all— 
&  I  want  you  to  have  Mary’s  done  &  get  her  as  a  present  from  me, 
a  pair  like  the  ones  you  get  for  Kit— will  you  do  it—/  can  soul  nothing 
-8c  this  is  the  only  way  I  can  do— ask  Mr.  Baker  to  hand  over  the 
cash  as  he  seems  to  have  some  yet  on  hand— tell  Mary,  Kit  is  a  big 
coward  He  she  says  it  does  not  hurt  one  hit. 

I  had  a  letter  last  night  from  mother— she  seemed  sad— poor  dear 
mother  to  be  left  all  alone  at  her  time  of  life  seems  hard— you  do  not 
say  one  word  of  the  baby7— is  he  better  &  “I/.a”8  talks?  It  seems  im¬ 
possible-give  my  best  love  fk  kisses  to  the  dear  children  &  much 
love  to  Mr.  Baker.  Dr.  I  shall  not  see  for  two  weeks  again— is  it  not 
too  bad— Good  bye  my  dearest  sister  &  accept  much  love  from 

Your  devoted  sister 

Mary 

1  Original  letter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

-I.iltle  "Fanny”— Sarah  Mom’s  Turner,  who  had  been  sc  alded  to  death  l-'eb.  i  rJ( 

1 8r,  i . 

:i  Little  "Tummy”— George  l'ranklin  Turner  Jr.  who  had  died  at  MoirKiowu  July 
20,  1850. 

4  Dave— David  Stuart,  Mary  Turner’s  brother. 

5  Kit  was  Kate  Stuart  Turner,  born  Dec.  22,  i8  ji.  Ears  were  pierced  for  earnings 
by  a  needle  threaded  with  silk.  The  silk  was  left  in  the  lobe,  and  gently  worked  back¬ 
wards  and  forwards,  to  keep  the  bole  open.  When  the  hole  seemed  satisfac  tory,  plain 
gold  hoops  were  usually  the  first  earrings,  given  as  a  reward  to  the  little  girl.  Kit  was 
almost  ten  years  old— preparing  lor  young-ladyhoodl 

0  Mary  Stuart  lktker,  born  April  i.j,  1813— one  year  and  three  months  younger 
than  Kit. 

7  The  baby  was  little  Looc  Baker,  born  July  29,  1851. 

"  1/a  was  Eliza  Warded  Baker. 


Sept,  go,  1851. 

Dear  Sou 

Ever  since  1  got  home1  and  the  night  on  board  the  Steam  Boat, 
I  have  been  ill,  I  believe  nigh  unto  Death.  Yesterday  I  sat  up  a  little 
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while  and  was  able  ic  eat  oysters,  l  oda)  1  sat  up  a  little  while,  but  1 
have  become  desperate,  it  seems  as  if  1  am  entangled  in  a  well.  Driggs 
has  been  twice.  I  was  too  ill  to  see  him  until  today  1  sent  for  him 
to  come  to  my  room  and  gave  him  a  Check  for  §900!!!  He  said  they 
would  levy  on  the  prop,  if  it  was  not  pd.,  they  had  waited  as  long  as 
they  would.  'They  have  increased  the  personal  tax  35000!! 

1  have  sent  the  Book  to  Trowbridge  and  hope  1  shall  get  it  this 
afternoon. 

Now  when  vou  write,  will  von  tell  me  how  much  money  we  got 
from  1  li/abeth  St.  property  and  how  to  put  it  in  the  Book.  How 
much  from  Franklin  and  how  to  put  it  in  the  Book.  1  have  sent  the 
papers  to  Hit  (held. 

(Continued  by  Miss  Maria  Rockwell) 

Mrs.  Stuart  wrote  the  above  and  in  consequence  had  to  remain  in 
bed  all  day  and  night  as  the  penalty  and  now  1  have  persuaded  her 
to  let  me  write  as  she  shall  dictate. 

“Our  book  is  returned  from  the  bank,  and  altho  1  have  the  most 
perfect  confidence  in  the  honesty,  integrity  and  honor  and  every¬ 
thing  else  of  Mr.  Trowbridge,  but  I  think  it  requires  great  expan¬ 
siveness  of  mind  to  keep  things  straight.  Now  I  know  that  they  are 
not  such  business  men  as  you  are.  Now  1  am  going  to  send  you  a 
fac  simile  of  the  returns  that  your  mathematical  brain  may  unravel 
the  whole.  To  me  it  is  as  intricate  as  a  labyrinth.  1  know  that  1  have 
entered  every  stun  and  date  accurately,  which  I  have  deposited,  and 
equally  accurate  every  sum  and  date  that  that  I  have  checked  for, 
in  my  check  book.  Now,  in  trying  to  compare  the  Bank  book  with 
my  check  book,  1  might  as  well  take  up  a  Greek  book,  I  cannot  un¬ 
derstand  one  word  of  it,  there  is  not  a  single  date,  1101  stun  deposited 
or  checked  for  that  agrees  with  my  check  book. 

You  see  by  the  copy  that  I  was  right.  Case  and  Williams  have  not 
paid  their  note,  will  you  write  to  Mr.  Trowbridge  and  see  about  it. 
1  left  a  check  for  Doty,  $7.50,  and  one  for  Uncle  T.  I  only  see  one  of 
them  charged,  and  will  you  please  notice  the  inaccuracy,  ol  the 

adding. 
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Mrs.  Stuart  wishes  me  to  give  her  best  love  to  all.  She  wishes  me 
to  say  to  Mrs.  Baker  that  she  would  ask  as  a  particular  favor  that  she 
would  write  to  Uncle  Alexander,  and  when  she  writes  to  Mary  to 
tell  her  to  write  to  him.  Mrs.  Stuart  has  not  yet  been  dressed.  She 
sat  up  in  her  easy  chair  a  little  while  yesterday  and  thinks  she  has 
ielt  better  today.  All  well  at  Da\  id’s 

Respectfully,  M.  R. 

Mrs.  S.  wishes  me  to  say  you  will  not  hear  from  or  cor.  from  her 
again  till  she  can  write  herself.  If  she  is  not  able  to  write  1  will. 

1  Elizabeth  Stuart  had  been  to  Morristown  to  stay  with  her  daughter,  Kan  baker 
during  her  confinement.  I.ittle  I.ooe  baker  had  been  born  July  eij,  i8ji. 


Detroit,  Oct.  8,  1 85 1 . 

Dearest  Kate 

by  the  loving  kindness  of  our  Heavenly  Father  1  am  once  more 
permitted  to  write.  I  came  down  stairs  on  Monday  and  have  sat  up 
the  whole  of  the  day  ever  since,  but  strength  at  sixty  does  not  return 
as  quickly  as  at  thirty.  Yet  I  have  much  to  be  thankful  for.  1  feel  that 
I  am  getting  well,  but  oh  how  weak!  Uncle  is  exceedingly  weak,  but 
line  health  and  appetite. 

When  I  left  you  I  meant  to  have  brought  with  me  one  of  your 
old  Chemises  fora  pattern,  but  1  did  that  as  I  did  many  other  things 
during  the  last  two  weeks  in  Morristown.  I  was  so  unwell,  and  so 
frightened  for  fear  that  1  should  be  taken  down  ill,  and  kill  you  with 
care  that  I  thought  of  little  else.  Left  too  without  paying  my  precious 
Mary  and  Bessie  for  their  verses  which  they  leai  ned  so  sweetly.  1  now 
send  it. 

I  send  the  Box  of  Jewelry  “sent  by  Mary  Stuart1  to  aunt,  To 
Cousin  Mary  and  Cousin  Kate”.  Together  with  an  elegant  Angola 
for  me!  Now  as  you  got  the  vases,  I  want  you  to  take  your  choice  of 
the  Jewelry,  and  send  the  remaining  two,  one  to  Mary  and  one  to 
Kate.  Mr.  B.  can  easily  make  a  bed  of  cotton  in  a  letter,  prepay  post¬ 
age  (which  I  will  pay  him)  and  send  them  to  Mary,  and  charge  her 
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not  to  forget  to  write  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Uncle  A.  and  Cousin  M. 
lor  the  same.  Hob-  you  know  has  sent  Lockets  and  diamond  pins  to 
the  ends  ol  the  Earth  by  mail.  I  never  hear  from  Mary.3 

1  fear  your  mattress  is  mean  from  the  price  which  I  now  enclose. 
Your  caps  are  made  from  the  scrapings  of  Master  Looe’s  and  La- 
vinia’s  little  nightgowns,  the  borders  are  the  supernumeraries  ol 
the  Irish  flounces  that  Josephine  made  for  me.  Don’t  you  turn  up 
your  nose  at  them,  if  you  do,  just  send  the  “darned  old  wheelbarrow 
back’  and  pay  expenses.  You  are  such  a  fidget  1  dared  not  get  your 
Chemise  made  for  fear  any  time  you  put  one  you  would  “wish 
Mother  was  not  ejuite  so  fierce,  See."  Now  1  know  Raker  is  able  and 
willing  to  put  ready  made  Chemises  on  your  back.  You  are  not  will¬ 
ing  and  1  know  that  your  Back,  Nerves,  and  Mr.  Looe  will  not  let 
you  afford  to  make  them.  Now  do  not  say  one  word  to  Raker  about 
it.  1  wish  you  to  send  to  Emmet  and  get  the  best  Cotton  in  his  store, 
and  cut  out  six  Chemises  to  suit  yourself.  Give  them  to  Wife  Rutger 
to  make  and  let  me  know  the  cost,  I  will  remit  the  money.  Poor 
Wife  is  too  good  a  woman  to  be  lost  for  want  of  care  and  wisdom. 
Make  her  bring  her  bed  down  stairs,  tell  her  going  up  stairs  will  kill 
her.  Make  her  go  to  Hanning  in  N.  York  and  get  fitted  with  one  of 
his  patent  R races.  Site  is  young  and  good  constitution  and  if  taken 
in  time  may  be  cured,  if  not,  she  may  live  a  long  useless,  suffering 
life.  /  will  gladly  contribute  one  Dollar  toward  her  going.  They 
better  give  all  they  have  than  she  be  as  she  is.  Make  her  go  to 
Banning.  ( live  Mary  and  Rcssie  each  a  Dollar  for  their  verses. 

Oli  dear  K.  I  have  been  very  ill,  I  am  mending  slowly.  I  have 
much  to  be  thankful  for.  You  never  saw  such  a  perfect  summerset 
in  your  life  as  has  been  made  in  Wood  bridge  St.  Sarah  is  an  altered 
being.  Dave  is  coming  out.  right.,  his  conduct  (except  not  being  a 
Christian)  is  all  that  I  can  ask.  His  praise  is  in  everyone’s  mouth. 
Mrs.  L.  Morse  was  here  a  few  days  since.  My  breast  will  not  let  me 
write  all  that  she  said  the  Public  said  of  him.  “Joy  says  he  has  never 
been  understood  in  this  Community,  he  is  not  only  among  the  high¬ 
est  talents  but  among  the  noblest  characters  in  Michigan.”  Our 
papers  have  all  complimented  him,  even  the  Whig  papers  say  that 
“lie  displayed  talent,  industry,  energy,  shrewdness  in  discovering 
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even  character  and  motive,  it)  an  unusual  degree.”  Alter  the  trial, 
Joy  from  the  R.R.C.  presented  him  a  chk.,  reward  lor  set  vices.  l)a\ e 
did  not  look  at  it,  nor  does  he  know  to  what  amt.  No  Sir,  said  he, 
present  my  thanks,  and  say  my  children  shall  never  be  told  ilia l  their 
lather  took  double  pay  lor  discharging  his  dm ies.  Some  ol  his  pat  ly 
want  him  to  run  lor  Congress,  Sarah  opposes,  /  think  wisely.  /  only 
ask  that  Cod  may  open  his  eyes. 

1  have  just  reed,  yours,  postmarked  10  ins.  and  most  gladly.  W  hy 
did  you  whip  that  blessed  child  lor  going  to  School?  Read  the  al¬ 
manac  I  send,  and  stop  paying  Dr.  Jones  lor  nothing.  1  believe  with 
you  that  there  are  situations  when  “Handy  Andies”  suit  us  best. 
My  Annie  is  one.  There  will  be  one  Doll.  left.  Ask  Mr.  B.  to  buy  at 
Carters  a  precious  book  like  Mt.  ol  Olives,  "Ain't'  and  Dead  .  I  am 
rejoiced  my  blessed  Kate,  that  the  Spirit  is  teaching  you.  Yes,  if  we 
watch  our  hearts,  we  shall  never  see  the  failings  ol  others,  we  will 
leave  them  with  our  Heavenly  Father.  When  our  eye  is  fixed  on 
llim,  who  being  reviled,  reviled  not  again,  was  spit  upon,  bullet  ted, 
all  for  us,  oh  how  it  is  calculated  to  put  us  in  the  dust,  lh ay,  pray  for 
more  faith,  for  faith  which  is  substance.  How  short  the  time,  when 
our  overbearing,  censorious,  selfish  spirits  will  cease  to  act!!  If  we 
wotdd  be  found  at  the  right  hand  of  our  Judge,  we  have  a  terrible 
wai  fare  to  undergo.  Watch,  labor  and  pray. 

Oct.  14.  By  writing  a  little  every  day,  I  find  I  am  getting  a  very 
long  letter  written.  You  will  be  surprized  to  learn  that  Van  Brandis’’ 
had  a  wife  in  his  own  Country,  from  whom  he  was  (in  this  Country) 
getting  a  divorce!  which  would  have  been  completed  this  tall!!  Hess 
is  appointed  Consul  from  the  Netherlands.  He  is  as  usual  living  by 
humbugging  the  People,  all  are  storming  about  his  cheating,  cYc., 
yet  he  gets  along.  Mrs.  Hulbert  was  here  a  few  days  ago.  She  says, 
‘‘persons  lrom  Washington  say  C.H.S.  is  coining  money”.  Mrs. 
Darned  says  her  Uncle  (Platt)  and  C.I  I.S.  are  making  a  fortune,  that 
both  live  elegantly.  Mary  and  Jane  are  to  spend  the  winter  with  their 
Parents  in  Washington!  1 

You  say  not  one  word  about  the  Crib.  I  beg  that  Mr.  B.  will  iollow 
it  up.  1  love  it.  Dear  Fan0  and  all  belore  her  slept  in  il,  it  must  be 
for  Mary’s.  You  are  mistaken  about  it  needing  repairs,  it  is  in  com- 
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ph'te  order  as  it  came  from  the  maker,  except  the  hinges  have  been 
(I  should  think)  purposely  taken  off,  for  the  convenience  of  putting 
it  beside  the  bed. 

Out  ol  your  quantity  of  Mushrooms  did  you  make  no  pickles? 

I  lie)  are  the  finest  and  keep  best  of  any  you  can  make.  How  does 
that  bottle  lull  taste  that  I  made?  I  thought  the  vinegar  for  all  your 
pi(  kies  was  unpleasantly  flavored,  it  seemed  as  if  it  were  made  from 
beer. 

Oct.  15  Do  you  read  your  Mothers  Magazine?  1  wish  Mr.  b. 
would  persevere  and  get  the  bound  vol.  of  1850,  I  have  pd  for  it. 

I  beg  you  will  begin  and  read  it  through  in  course,  let  it  be  your 
reading  when  you  arc  obliged  to  sit  and  nurse  “Looe  Baby'’.  1  read 
more  in  dial  way,  when  1  had  nursing  infants  then  at  any  other  time. 
1  think  too  it  will  interest  Mary  and  Bessie.  Oh  dear  Kate,  1  groan 
in  view  of  your  responsibility.  Three  Mothers  (perhaps)  to  train, 
from  whom  may  emanate  scores  of  Souls!!  and  all  their  character 
to  be  formed  by  your  influence.  Luther  spoke  wisely  when  he  said, 
see  that  the  measure  is  kept  so  full  of  wheat  that  there  will  be  no 
room  for  chaff. 

Oct.  19.  Ask  Mr.  B.  if  it  is  not  time  to  hear  something  from  Baird 
about  Stowe,  lie  certainly  is  not  as  prompt  as  he  used  to  be.  1  am 
afraid  lie  trusts  too  much  to  his  Son  in  Law,  and  you  know  it  was 
hinted  to  me  that  lie  drank.  In  looking  over  the  Blk.  Book,  1  find 
"W  in.  I  hompson  In.  due  on  his  agreement  $42.  &  $500  and  install¬ 
ment  ol  principle  $  1  10,  not  erased  nor  marked  paid.  Can  Mr.  B.  tell 
if  it  has  been  paid.  1  have  found  it  all  pd. 

so.  Yesterday  I  went  to  Chh.  service  and  inwardly  rejoiced  that 
at  last  we  had  a  real  and  sweet  Church  choir.  When  service  was  over, 
Bethune  turned  to  111c  and  said,  “Oh  how  good  it  is  to  hear  Mrs. 
Crossman’s  voice  again’’.  Her  husband  is  traveling  agent  for  a  house 
in  Boston  and  his  health  is  so  wretched  that  she  will  not  let  him  go 
without  her,  and  that  is  why  she  is  here  at  this  late  season.  I  shall 
have  her  with  111c  a  day  or  afternoon.  I  met  H.  H.  Brown  at  the 
Chh.  door,  1 1  is  wife  has  gone  to  Cleveland  to  hear  Jenny  Lind!7 
Mrs.  Stansbury  (Miss  Dugeon)  has  with  Mrs.  Backus8  spent  most 
part  ol  the  afternoon  with  me,  she  made  many  inquiries  for  you  and 
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yours  and  sends  you  much  love.  She  is  looking  very  well,  has  five 
children. 

The  last  of  the  night  gowns  have  come  and  I  must  close.  I  am 
sorry  my  bundle  contains  nothing  for  the  children,  but  I  dare  not 
venture  out  shopping,  it  is  too  cold,  too  damp  and  too  windy.  I  am 
just  laying  in  my  wood  and  have  to  pay  twenty  two  shillings,  it  is 
very  scarce. 

Much  love  to  Mr.  B.  and  a  kiss  for  all  my  precious  children.  With 
much  love  to  you  from  Miss  Rockwell  and  your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  S. 


1  These  gifts  were  from  Mary  Stuart  in  Scotland. 

2  Bob— Robert  Stuart  Jr.  Elizabeth  Stuart’s  son  in  the  Navy. 
a  Mary  Stuart  Turner,  her  daughter. 

Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner,  her  son  in  law. 

5  Von  Brandis  was  the  painter  who  painted  the  portraits  of  Robert  Stuart. 

0  “Fan”  was  little  Sarah  Morris  Baker,  who  had  died  Feb.  15,  1851. 

7  The  noted  singer. 

8  Mrs.  Henry  Backus  was  the  daughter  of  William  Woodbridge,  former  Governor 
of  the  State  and  a  friend  of  Robert  Stuart’s. 


Dearest  Kate,  I  need  not  tell  you  how  happy  your  letters  all  make 
me.  Yours  of  27  ult.  came  on  Sat.  which  I  supposed  would  have 
acknowledged  the  recict  of  Bundle.  I  hope  you  were  not  expecting 
much.  1  am  glad  to  hear  that  Mary  is  well  enough  to  be  again  in 
School.  Scarlet  Fever  is  very  prevalent  here  and  I  dread  to  hear  of  it 
in  Morristown.  In  my  rent  collecting  I  found  a  dear  Baby  just  such 
a  martyr  as  Eliza,  her  mother  showed  me  her  body  full  of  great  red 
Blotches.  She  has  no  Doc.,  but  says  they  are  almost  worn  out!  Blessed 
Loo  Baby,  I  am  thankful  that  he  is  well. 

Tell  me  what  you  think  of  my  Almanack?  All  else  has  failed,  un¬ 
less  Mr.  B.  disapproves  why  not  try  it?  Oh  my  precious  sweet  noble 
Bessie,  God  will  bless  her.  I  believe  she  gave  the  shoes  or  money 
because  she  thought  Mrs.  McGill  a  Christian.  She  will  hear  the 
“Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these  my  Brethren 
ye  have  done  unto  me.”  Cultivate  the  gr.  of  mustard  seed,  find  out 
her  motive  for  giving  it  and  let  her  feel  how  God  approves  her  act 
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if  done  from  that  motive.  The  love  and  fear  of  God  alone  /  believe 
can  control  her.  I  could  see  no  way  to  break  lip  her  determined  hos- 
tility  to  nurses  hands  but  to  do  all  myself  or  make  Mary  help.  There 
is  something  innate  in  it,  and  the  sooner  she  is  made  to  do  every- 
thing  for  herself,  the  happier  for  her  and  for  you.  Mold  on  to  Rosa. 

1  have  long  discovered  that  if  they  have  brain  enough  to  be  such  ser¬ 
vants  as  we  would  wish,  they  have  too  much  brain  to  be  servants. 
With  your  good  Margaret  and  bright  Ann,  the  Handy  A  tidy  is 
wanted,  and  beside  she  may  never  have  had  any  advantages  and  you 
may  teach  her  much  and  mould  her  for  yourself. 

Do  you  not  believe  that  Mr.  Ik  and  1  were  impressed  by  the  same 
unseen  inlluence?  Sam.  Duffield  a  week  since  fell  into  a  well 
(George’s  Son)  and  Mr.  Duflield  thinks  that  he  must  die  from 
George’s  account,  he  says  the  symptoms  are  Lockjaw.  I  cannot  call 
the  technical  term,  but  some  vital  organ  about  the  throat  is  paralyzed 
and  “his  poor  little  head  was  drawn  backward  so  that  it  hung  on  the 
back  of  his  neck”,  says  Mrs.  Duf.  who  is  pretty  much  confined  to 
her  bed. 

I  thank  you  for  poor  Lavinia’s  letter.  You  arc  right,  she  is  a  girl 
of  excellent  principles,  truly  honorable.  I  have  been  unhappy  at  my 
selfishness  in  not  bring  her  home  with  me,  and  yet,  when  I  tell  you 
that  1  hear  such  a  year  was  ever  hardly  heard  of  as  this,  almost  every 
woman  who  has  a  child  dies!!  and  we  have  had  a  most  melancholy 
case  among  us.  A  woman  violently  ill  from  Sat.  A.M.  until  Wednes¬ 
day  T.M.,  l’itcher  and  Rice  perfectly  exhausted.  Lite  Child  alive! 
but  had  to  be  dissected!!  and  the  Drs.  weighed  it  and  its  weight  was 
forty  lbs!!  10  lbs.  you  know  is  a  large  child,  and  yet  the  mother  lived 
and  doing  well. 

My  prayer  to  God  daily,  aye  hourly  is  spare,  spare  my  poor  chil¬ 
dren  the  punishment  which  should  fall  on  their  Mother.  Oh  it  is  a 
fearful  load,  beside  ones  own  sins,  to  have  been  the  cause  of  their 
children’s  sins.  Had  1  been  as  faithful,  as  untiring  as  decided  with 
my  children  as  their  father,  I  would  not  now  be  mourning  over  three 
unconverted  sons! ! 

I  am  really  delighted  at  your  improvement  in  housekeeping.  You 
are  right,  there  are  the  little  foxes  that  eat  the  grapes,  all  house- 
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kecpeis  are  careful  in  Iiig  things.  I  think  praise  from  Mi.  Ik’s  lather 
is  always  a  compliment  ,  I  do  not  believe  he  would  bestow  it  were 
not  merited! ! 

I  am  glad  that  you  are  always  particular  to  name  Uncle  and  Dave 
and  his,  continue  it. 

Mi.  Ucc  died  last  night  alter  a  distressing  and  lingering  illness. 
Mis.  Ciossman  has  just  left  me  and  will  spend  tomorrow  with  me. 
She  loves  you  ardently  and  begs  to  be  affectionately  remembered  to 
you.  1  hope  poor  Lavinia  will  visit  you  for  a  day  or  two.  I  shall  send 
for  her  by  the  first  Boat,  God  permitting. 

Ask  Mr.  B.  if  it  is  out  of  order  to  again  ask  Mi,.  Trowbridge  to 
post  up  my  Bank  Book. 


Dei  roit ,  Nov.  9,  1  85  1 

Dearest  Kate 

I  lead  with  deep  interest  your  letter  of  25th.  Your  exercises  of 
mind  aie  so  much  such  as  I  have  passed  through,  that  it  brought 
y on  1  blessed  lather  s  remark  very  vividly  to  my  mind.  1  was  once 
to  him  mourning  over  my  shortcomings,  he  looked  at  me  most  com¬ 
passionately  and  said,  “Betsy  do  you  know  that  in  all  this  you  arc 
dishonoring  Christ!.''  1  hrow  the  whole,  with  your  life  time  of  Sin, 
and  let  Christ  be  your  aim,  get  supreme  love  to  Christ  and  then 
your  heart  and  works  will  be  clear  enough  in  his  sight.  My  unceas¬ 
ing  prayer  is  that  my  soul  may  be  filled  with  love  to  Christ,  in  whom 
are  all  our  Springs”.  We  must  have  an  abiding  love  to  Christ  to 
lie  useful  joyous  Christians.  Read  carefully  and  prayerfully  7  and  8 
Chap,  of  Romans.  There  Paul  describes  you  and  me,  Christians 
under  Bondage,  and  then  in  ecstacies  describes  him  triumphing 
over  the  law.  If  we  are  absorbed  in  love  to  Christ  our  walk  will 
naturally  (not  from  watching)  be  in  obedience  to  the  Law.  May  God 
by  his  Spirit  bring  you  to  this  state  of  mind,  and  remember  his  own 
declaration,  “for  all  these  things  I  will  be  enquired  of. 

I  am  writing  in  Uncle’s  room  who  is  quite  unwell,  he  has  had 
three  severe  attacks  which  I  fear  will  prove  palsey,  the  least  action 
brings  on  a  violent  trembling.  We  do  not  mean  to  leave  him  alone 
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a  minute.  This  morning  1  was  at  Breakfast,  my  upstairs  girl  at  home 
with  a  d)  ing  Mother,  and  John  alone  to  watch  him.  For  only  a  little' 
while  he  went  to  the  Cellar,  and  soon  heard  a  Crash,  he  ran  upstairs, 
and  found  Uncle  stretched  on  the  iloor  as  he  supposed  dead,  the 
stove  knocked  over,  the  lire  scattered,  pipe  down,  R:c.,  ot  course  it 
created  consternation  for  a  little  while.  John  lifts  him  like  an  intanl, 
and  we  get  him  in  Bed,  but  hard  work  to  keep  him  there. 

1  .un  glad  to  hear  that  your  nightgowns  lit,  they  were  made  with¬ 
out  measure  or  pattern.  Mrs.  Thompson  whom  1  think  the  smartest 
woman  here,  cut  and  made  them.  Your  drawers,  I  fear  were  a  lailure, 
you  say  nothing  of  them.  They  ice  re  made  a)  ter  mine!!  I  his  had 
to  be  done  or  borrow  patterns,  I  will  tell  you  how  I  solilicpii/e.  1 
only  send  them  to  save  her  sewing,  and  any  of  her  girls  can  shorten 
the  belt,  and  then  they  will  fit  let'll  enough,  but  arc  not  your  night 
caps  the  snuggest  and  prettiest  shape  you  ever  saw?  Materials  good 
enough  for  everyday  use.  You  will  line!  your  white  paper  yoke  pat¬ 
tern  in  the  second  draw  of  the  Beaureau,  in  Blue  Room. 

1  selected  the  circle  for  you ,  but  you  are  right,  you  shall  have  a 
circle  when  you  can  wear  it  if  to  be  got.  You  will  be  happier  in 
your  decission. 

1  low  rejoiced  I  am  to  hear  of  the  great  change  in  Rosa.  God  rules 
by  love,  and  so  should  we.  Love  is  the  fulfilling  ol  the  Law!  and  to 
us,  if  right  within,  wc  shall  iind  it  the  easiest.  Mr.  Baker  rules  by 
love.  I  guess  Peter  would  not  change  his  Master,  he  sees  that  his 
Master  loves  him.  Love  begets  love.  And  if  we  could  only  remember, 
abidingly  remember,  that  these  poor  homeless,  lriendless,  parent¬ 
less  strangers  are  let  to  our  protection,  wc  should  feel  differently 
toward  them.  We  need  pray  earnestly  for  the  beautiful  graces  of 
the  Spirit,  patience,  forbearance,  a  humble,  meek  and  quiet  Spirit. 
Rosa’s  sewing  is  invaluable.  1  had  just  cut  out  one  of  mine  own 
pattern  nightgowns  for  dear  little  Mary,  thought  1  would  have  three 
a  piece  made  for  each  of  Cant.1  flannel,  but  when  I  found  you  had 
begun  to  work  for  yourself,  1  thought  it  quite  probable  that  the 
Children  were  provided  for,  if  not  let  me  know  immediately  and 
I  will  have  them  made  and  sent.  Dear  Loo  Baby,  he  goes  without. 
Did  the  stockings  suit?  They  arc  cold,  but  you  cannot  purchase  a  pr. 
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ol  knit  stockings.  God  permitting,  next  winter  I  will  have  knit  stock¬ 
ings  for  all. 

I.ast  night  I  recieved  a  pleasant  letter  from  Mary,  all  well  and 
weather  had  become  bearable.  A  very  prettily  written  one  fioni 
Robert,'  he  says  his  Father  has  bought  a  nice  house  and  Lot,  lor 
which  he  gave  $800,  with  which  they  arc  all  delighted,  it  is  a  very 
little  way  irom  the  Arsenal.  Mary  says  1  have  “not  recieved  a  line 


lrom  Rate  since  the  birth  of  that  wonder  of  wonders!! 

I  am  grieved  to  hear  of  my  precious  dear  Bessie  being  unwell, 
and  with  a  cold!  She  is  a  blessed  dear  affectionate  child.  Grand¬ 
mother  prays  every  day  that  God  would  seal3  those  dearly  loved 
children  for  bis  service  on  Earth,  that  they  may  reign  with  him  in 
IIea\en.  I  am  not  surprized  that  you  feel  your  responsibilities 
weighing  you  down.  II  one  Soul  in  the  eye  of  the  Saviour  outweighs 
World!!  who  is  sufficient  lor  these  things!  In  Christ  alone  is  strength. 
I  thought  that  in  every  letter  1  spoke  of  that  sweet  child’s  good 
behaviour,  but  the  fact  is,  alt  ho  seeming  to  have  nothing  to  do,  I 
rise  early  and  am  in  a  rush  the  whole  day.  I  write  always  in  a  hurry, 
lor  fear  of  interruption,  having  written,  I  seldom  take  time  to  read 
what  I  have  written.  I  knew  that  you  would  be  deeply  interested  in 
the  “Broken  Bud’’.4  But  you  have  a  feast  before  you  and  Mr.  Baker, 
and  that  sweet  work,  “Alive  and  Dead”.  Such  writings  and  the  Mt. 
of  Olives"  and  Rutherford  are  spoiling  my  taste  lor  all  other  read¬ 
ing.  There  is  a  strength,  a  substance  in  them,  that  few  attain.  I  have 
just  finished  the  Memoirs  of  McCheyne,"  they  are  delightful  but 
dillcrcnt  from  the  above.  l)o  you  see  the  difference  of  mind? 


/  wrote  “Alive  and  Dead”.  lie  asked  for  “Dead  and  Alive,” 
conclusions! 


right 


When  you  speak  of  “resolutions”,  do  you  mean  Woodbridgc 
Sticet?  I  w  1  j  1  tell  you,  all  tliaL  riotous,  thoughtless  manner  has  given 
way  to  a  more  quiet,  respectable  one.  David  goes  with  none  of  his 
old  associates,  he  is  said  to  be  very  diligent  and  efficient  in  the 
studies  of  his  office.  1  do  not  believe  that  he  touches  a  card,  1  am 
told  that  he  does  not.  His  children  are  in  school,  such  like.  Yes  truly, 
Major  W.  and  Wife  are  reaping  the  whirlwind.  You  know  that  she 
left  all  her  children  and  went  off  with  a  Scargcant!!  There  is  no 
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doubt  oi  it.  'I  he  Com.  Officer  from  their  Fort  wrote  to  his  friend  at 
Grotiot. 

11  you  were  rightly  informed  I  am  astonished  at  your  remark  that 

Kd.  K - should  have  married  the  woman.  She  was  Mrs. 

McCarthy’s  Sister,  a  common,  coarse,  uneducated  Irish  servant  girl 
old  enough,  and  if  I  mistake  not  smart  enough  to  take  care  of  herself. 
She  could  not  he  urged  to  leave  the  house  before  the  event.  Of 
course  none  but  F.dw.  suspected  anything,  these  sacks  are  admirably 
calculated  for  concealment.  When  her  hour  of  trial  came,  she  walked 
up  into  his  Ollice,  took  her  seat  and  told  him  that  she  had  come  up¬ 
stairs  from  the  kitchen  to  have  her  child  there.  He  insisted  she  should 
not,  he  Hew  off  and  got  a  carriage  to  drive  himself,  no  she  “would 
not  st  ir  a  step”.  Fearing  to  alarm  the  family  he  expostulated  without 
the  least  success.  At  last  he  had  to  give  up,  sorrow  came  too  violent. 
F)rs.  hitcher  and  Rice  came  and  in  poor  Major’s  office,  the  child  was 
born  among  the  men.  Mrs.  K.  would  not  go  near  the  scene  and  none 
to  wash  or  do  for  the  child  until  the  next  morning  when  (so  1  am 
told)  Mrs.  Bingham  came  to  the  relief  and  performed  the  ollice!! 

1  wo  weeks  alter  Mrs.  K.  insisted  she  should  leave  the  house,  the 
same  impudent  determined  manner  marked  her.  “She  would  not, 
she  should  stay,  there  in  the  meantime  Ed.  was  gone  to  parts  i in- 
known.  All  patience  exhausted,  Mrs.  K.  sent  for  a  Constable  and 
(had)  her  carried  olF.  1  understand  she  has  named  the  child  Fd. 

K - !  Now  I  look  upon  her  as  one  bitten  where  she  meant 

to  bile.  She  was  too  cunning  to  have  been  ‘‘seduced”. 

Love  to  you  dear  K.  I  must  write  to 

My  very  dear  Mary  and  Bessie— I  am  very,  very  happy  to  hear  of 
your  great  improvement,  and  that  you  dear  M.  rejoiced  GrandPa's 
heart  by  wearing  a  medal  as  a  token  of  your  good  standing  in  School. 
If  you  knew  how  many  hearts  arc  made  glad  by  your  improvement 
in  character  and  learning,  all  your  efforts  would  be  better  and  better. 
I  hear  from  every  letter  that  my  Bessie,  my  dear  Bessie  is  such  a 
good  girl.  Sometimes  when  G. Mother  reads  it  the  tears  come  in  her 
eyes  and  she  lifts  heart  in  thanks  to  our  dear  Heavenly  Father,  that 
he  inclines  the  heart  of  our  precious  little  children  to  behave  so  well 
as  to  gladden  all  our  hearts.  Were  you  not  very,  very  happy  Bessie, 
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1 1  Kit  you  1  Kid  a  hall  Dollar  to  give  t o  t luit  poor  c  h i  1  cl  oi  otu  Sa v  iour? 
You  will  meet  before  Christ  lace  to  face  and  he  will  sweetly  smile 
on  you,  and  point  to  Mrs.  Magill,  and  say  inasmuch  as  you  gave  to 
her,  you  gave  to  Me,  enter  into  the  Joy  ol  your  Lord.  For  his  sake- 
dear  children,  you  must  live,  learn  and  labor. 

With  love  to  my  dear  F.liza  and  Loo  Baby,  kind  regards  to  Mar¬ 
garet,  Annie  and  Rosa,  and  hoping  that  Bessie  will  love  Rosa  and 
be  dressed  by  her  and  not  want  any  old  woman  to  keep  her  in  order. 

Alexanders7  will  come  rarely  to  Town.  I  was  all  wrong  about 
Mis.  McCrea.  1  did  not  mean  to  get  in  another  piece  ol  paper,  or 
1  would  written  more  lully  to  the  children. 

II  you  cannot  read  my  letter  to  the  children,  you  must  supply 
deficiencies. 

1  Canton  flannel. 

-  Robe  rt  Stuart  Tut  ncr. 

;t  To  seal— to  join  the  Chun  li. 

4  I  hoc  was  a  book  called  "Rials  of  Promise”  about  the  youngest  Stuart  childuu 
who  had  died:  Marion,  William  Maynard,  Celia  and  W’dliam  M.pii.ud  and.  l  eery 
(opy  of  that  book  has  apparently  been  lost.  1  1  i/a  Raker  and  Ressie  B.ikci  l  unar 
told  Helen  Stuart  Marian  about  that  book. 

5  Probably  “The  Mount  of  Olives  &  Other  Lectures  on  Prater”  In  Rev.  James 
Hamilton  of  the  National  Scotch  Church. 

«  Memoirs  &  Remains  of  Rev.  Robert  Murray  McCheney,  Minion  ol  St.  Pete  r’s 
Church,  Dundee.  Born  1813.  Died  1813. 

7  The  Alexander  Stuarts  from  Scotland. 


Detroit,  Nov.  1  8,  1  85 1 . 

My  kind  dear  Son 

Your  favor  of  1  1  ins.  reached  me  yesterday  morning,  and  had  I 
not  been  too  unwell  I  should  have  answered  it  immediately.  I  cannot 
express  to  you  my  gratitude  for  the  great  relief  and  comfort  you  arc 
to  me. 

Perhaps  I  omitted  to  tell  you,  that  feeling  indignant  at  N - ’s 

conduct  1  put  the  claim  into  Walker’s  hand,  who  after  rccicving  a 
rough  reception  and  going  twice  for  it,  recicved  it.  1  deposited  it 
in  the  Bank.  Since  Mr.  'Trowbridge  gave  me  the  Amt.  in  Bank  to 
transmit  to  you,  I  have  depositted  Barclay’s  .850,  Case’s  $139,  New- 
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berry’s  §100.  I  believe  1  wrote  you  that  Lyell  had  $800.  Not  so.  Yes¬ 
terday  1  saw  his  certificate,  it  is  $700.  J  have  not  heard  one  word 
irom  the  (billet  allair  since  the  night  Mr.  Walker  came  to  tell  me 
that  Alt.  Cook  was  ready  for  the  settlement. 

I  must  have  written  blindly,  as  I  see  you  did  not  understand  what 
1  meant  to  convey,  (i.e.)  when  Moffat  spoke  of  the  two  houses  he  did 
not  know  that  we  had  sold  the  E  St.  Lots  to  Campbell.  1  thought  that 
he  was  talking  of  two  Lois  on  Park  Front.  All  was  rightly  explained 
.ind  he  is  making  arrangements  to  build  the  fellow  house  on  the 
other  Lot.  1  le  says  by  the  first  house  he  did  not  make  a  dollar,  should 
have  lost  money  were  it  not  that  his  men  were  engaged  under  un¬ 
commonly  favorable  circumstances  and  lumber  cheap.  I  shall  try  to 
get  $!>oo  for  the  House,  Walker  having  leased  the  other  so  cheap 
trill  be  a  hindrance.  Yet  I  am  told  that  the  supply  is  nothing  equal 
to  the  demand. 

Last  evening  Mr.  Joy  paid  me  a  visit.  I  asked  him  how  the  pay¬ 
ments  of  Can.  R.R.  stock  were  to  be  made,  he  said  no  arrangements 
were  yet  made,  as  soon  as  they  were  we  would  be  made  acquainted 
with  it.  I  subscribed  as  you  advised  $1000.  He  subscribed  37000,  lie- 
says  that  “it  will  be  the  very  best  paying  stock  that  you  have  got  Mrs. 
Stuart.”  1  laughed  and  asked  him  if  I  were  talking  to  Mr.  Joy  of 
Can.  R.R.  interest,  or  simply  citizen  Joy,  doing  the  best  he  could 
with  his  money.  “  The  latter,  wholly.  You  wotdcl  not  catch  me  put¬ 
ting  in  37000  ol  my  money  for  R.R.  interest  or  for  Del.  City  interest. 
Mrs.  S.,  before  1  subscribed,  l  visited  Mr.  Foster  who  was  one  ap¬ 
pointed  upon  ncgociation,  R:c.,  and  who  knows  the  whole  minutia 
of  matters  and  things,  a  man  of  accurate  mind  and  sound  judge¬ 
ment,  he  told  me  that  the  stock  must  yield  1 5  perct.”  So  this  seems  a 
ooocl  investment.  Shall  I  venture  another  Thousand?  The  Road  is 

O 

begun  and  they  have  sent  to  England  for  the  Iron.  1  wish  you  could 
hear  Joy  in  his  brief  clear  masterly  manner  give  his  information 
about  it. 

“Tickler’ 1  is  a  first  rate  name,  in  truth  it  is  that  it  makes  men  and 
Woman  too,  prompt. 

My  love  to  Kate,  as  soon  as  I  am  able  l  will  write  to  her.  1  suppose 
she  thinks  Mother  has  nothing  to  do,  all  quiet,  &c.,  she  can  write  at 
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her  leisure.  I  arise  at  half  past  six,  Breakfast  at  seven,  from  which 
time  altlio  I  have  no  “Loo  Boy’’,  I  am  as  much  rushed  through  life 
as  she.  By  her  not  naming  Eliza  I  hope  she  is  well.  Tell  her  the 
Jewelry  was  sent  before  they  knew  of  the  Daguerre, ■  and  beside  they 
were  all  in  London,  and  as  soon  as  they  returned  they  gave  their 
attention  to  it,  and  Mary  Stuart'1  wrote  word  that  a  Lady  and  Gentle¬ 
man  were  on  their  way  to  N.  York  by  whom  they  would  send  it.  And 
now  how  am  I  going  to  escape?  Unde  Alexander  has  had  copies 
taken  from  those  in  my  possession  of  his  family  and  wants  that  one 
with  you,  for  the  sake  of  the  group.  Will  you  take  it  to  some  ol  those 
Galleries  and  see  if  by  any  chemical  process,  the  faces  may  be  suffi¬ 
ciently  brought  out  to  be  retaken.  1  will  gladly  sustain  the  expense. 
1(  I  dared  1  would  ask  if  they  left  copies  at  home,  if  so  we  might 
write  to  Mary  and  ask  to  have  a  copy,  if  we  only  knew  how  to  defray 
the  expense.  I  low  much  trouble  one  little  wrong  can  produce!! 

I  wrote  that  Dave  would  not  have  his  speech  published.  I  suppose 
he  felt  that  it  would  not  bear  reading  as  well  as  hearing,  or  that  he 
had  got  so  much  Eclat  by  its  hearing  that  he  was  afraid  that  it  would 
not  bear  the  test  of  criticism,  and  he  is  too  lazy  1  suppose  to  make  a 
fair  copy  of  it.  If  by  some  magic  he  could  transfer  it  exactly  as  de¬ 
livered  on  paper,  you  and  the  world  would  have  it  immediately. 

I  am  anxious  to  hear  of  poor  Mr.  Richard’s  fate,1  and  what  is  to 
be  done  with  his  wife? 

Tell  K.  to  be  sure  and  get  Rutherford,5  she  will  then  see  how 
easily  our  sweet  Bessie,  filled  with  love  to  Christ  as  she  and  dear 
Mary,  in  Bed,  were  recounting  his  goodness,  could  make  that  (to  me 
now)  beautiful  speech,  precious  child. 

1  need  not  offer  an  apology  for  this  woman’s  scrawl,  't is  the  best  I 
can  do.  With  love  to  you  from  your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  S. 

1  Record  of  correspondence,  oi  list  of  income  payments  due. 

2  Daguerreotype. 

a  Mary  Stuart  of  Scotland. 

1  Rev.  Mr.  Richards,  I’astor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Morristown,  who 
was  asked  to  resign. 

6  Samuel  Rutherford,  one  of  the  Scotch  Commissioners  to  the  Westminster 
Assembly. 
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Detroit,  Nov.  20th,  1851 

Dear  Son 

Your  letter  1 4  in.  reached  me  last  niglu  and  its  contents,  as  regards 
in)  again  spending  more  than  the  income,  excited  me  so  that  I  never 
closed  my  eyes  the  whole  night,  twice  I  had  to  get  up  and  walk  the 
floor  from  real  distress  in  my  head,  not  pain.  Never  since  I  was  born, 
have  I  endeavored  to  practise  such  rigid  economy.  I  do  not  nor  have 
not  suHcrcd  a  luxury  of  any  kind  in  the  house.  1  lave  never  purchased 
but  one  dress  and  one  hat  in  two  years  and  thought  I  should  come 
out  with  something  very  handsome.  1  now  give  up  111  dispair.  1  not  ice 
what  you  say  about  the  $1000  for  'Thorne,  kc.  I  know  your  patient 
Spirit  will  bear  with  old  woman’s  whims.  But  I  am  not  willing  to 
make  any  change  in  any  of  the  mortgages  in  my  Brooklyn  Estate. 
'They  were  from  principle  which  I  recicved  and  would  wish  to  keep 
it  unmixed  with  any  other.1  As  things  now  are  arranged,  1  clearly 
comprehend  them,  only  change  them,  and  it  will  cost  me  the  same 
sleepless  nights  and  trembling  days  that  1  have  already  spent  about 
this  wot  Idly  web. 

1  have  never  thought  of  such  a  thing  as  a  separation  of  funds  be¬ 
tween  my  Brooklyn  funds  and  “Est.  of  R.S.”  I  have  always  thrown 
every  cent  of  My  income  into  the  estate,  never  should  have  dreamed 
of  putting  any  of  it  at  interest.  But  much  of  it  I  suppose  has  gone 
to  make  up  the  different  sums  which  have  been  put  at  interest,  or 
'Taxes,  kc.  As  you  once  remarked  to  me,  "T is  only  taking  out  of  one 
poc  ket  to  put  in  another,  and  I  thought  that  $1000  Dollars  would 
be  pd.  in  that  way.  This  I  know  is  real  woman’s  work,  and  I  see  the 
propriety  in  having  it  regularly  accounted  for.  But  I  am  not  willing 
to  have  it  done  through  the  Bonds  and  Mortgages.  Let  the  $500 
already  paid  to  the  Thornes  be  paid  back  to  the  Est.  of  “R.ST  by 
my  interest  (which  has  all  gone  to  benefit  or  enrich  the  Estate)  say 
from  Newberry  $200,  from  Copeland  $200.  From  the  Hundred 
Doll,  certif.  of  Lyell’s  which  Uncle  gave  me  and  5  p.  interest  from 
money  from  Gotheal,  and  next  payment  replaced  in  like  manner. 

1  am  scratching  all  1  can  to  make  up  $2000  to  put  out.  We  can  do 
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nothing  at  jo  perct.  with  Stooo.  No  person  will  take  it  except  irre- 
sponsibles  who  speculate  but  can  give  no  Bond  not  Mortgage.  1  drew 
the  §500  Irotn  Bk.  Mich,  because  they  pd.  no  im.  and  1  knew  it  must 
be  held  in  readiness  nearly  a  year  to  pay  for  pavement  Tax.  The 
Uncle  I  lurid  red  I  left  there,  for  fear  in  his  childishness  he  might  go 
there  for  money,  and  become  bothered  if  he  thought  it  were  alfgone. 
At  present,  1  dare  hardly  more,  because  Moffat  will  be  coming  upon 
me  lor  a  payment,  Driggs  for  State  Taxes,  &c.  and  1  am  a  little  afraid 

to  draw  horn  Mich.  S.  Bank-  and  put  with  Lyell  for  fear  of  ill  feel¬ 
ing,  kc. 

You  may  depend  I  am  on  the  lookout  to  invest  for  the  Estate  (for 
therc  is  my  hcart)  whenever  1  can.  I  saw  Walker  last  week  and  told 
him  il  he  heard  of  any  who  wanted  $1000  on  good  City  Security  to 
let  me  know.  1  worry  more  than  you  do,  I  know,  at  that  money  in 
L)cli  s  hands,  but  it  is  better  than  nothing,  for  in  the  Bank  it  lies 
idle.  I  have  had  repeated  applications  for  ?i»  and  $30011.  In  all  out 
arrangements  (I  know  I  am  childish)  but  with  him  who  exclaimed 
“Woodman  spare  that  Tree”,  /  cry  Spare  my  Brooklyn  Bonds  and 
Mortgages!  If  necessary  1  will  break  up  housekeeping,  all  ho  1  am 
teitain  I  live  as  cheap  as  Uncle  and  1  could  live  in  any  other  way. 
Yet,  rather  than  not  have  the  Estate  enriched  and  not  impoverished 
b)  U1<~',  I  would  submit  to  much  that  might  be  unpleasant.  1  consider 
all  my  husband  s,  and  piay  for  wisdom  to  do  right. 

I  am  ashamed  of  my  writing,  but  I  cannot  do  better.  I  never  suf- 
tcred  so  much  from  weakness  of  my  nervus  system  as  I  now  do.  I  have 
an  abiding  palpitation  of  the  heart,  trembling  hand  and  burning 
head.  1  he  end  will  soon  be.  If  I  may  only  be  taught  so  to  number 
my  days  as  to  apply  my  heart  unto  wisdom. 

My  love  to  Kate,  as  soon  as  I  am  able  I  will  write  to  her.  Kiss  for 
the  precious  children  ol  whom  I  think  constantly.  Scarlet  Fever  is 
very  prevalent  and  fatal  with  us.  Its  work  is  violent  and  quick.  Mr. 
Bass’  daughter,  9  years  old  was  in  school  on  Saturday,  was  buried 
the  following  Thursday.  Mr.  Noble’s  sweet  son,  5  years  old,  played 
in  the  street  on  Monday,  died  yesterday  (Wednesday).  Mrs.  Cat  pen- 
ter’s  little  Willie  aged  7,  played  on  Saturday  in  the  garden,  died  last 
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night.  Mothers  are  learful.  ’Tis  a  melancholy  disease.  Uncle  is  con- 
lined  pretty  much  to  the  house. 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son,  I  am 

Your  obliged  alb.  Mother,  E.  E.  S. 

1  am  glad  K.  expressed  her  aversion  to  knit  stockings.  1  think  of 
them  just  as  she,  altho  1  was  having  some  knit  lor  the  children.  Phcy 
will  do  lor  Dave’s  boys. 

Dave  has  a  new  "Bee  in  his  Bonnet”.  He  is  making  arrangements 
to  go  to  California,  lie  says  he  must  starve  on  his  profession,  he  will 
not  live  by  Politics.  1  le  has  yet  a  year  to  run  of  his  Office  and  he  says 
his  prospect  is  starve.  Pen  Eyck  has  been  here  from  Cal.  where  in 
one  year  he  made  $15,000  and  this  will  satisfy  Dave. 

I  know  you  cannot  read  my  writing.  Make  Kate  read  aloud. 

1  1- slate  which  1-..K.S.  inherited  from  her  parents.  Her  mother  had  lived  in  lirooh- 
1)  n,  N.Y. 

-  Mit hi;* an  Stale  Itank. 


Detroit,  Nov.  25,  18.-31. 

Dearest  Kate 

The  press  of  business  being  over  and  my  “Fiscal  year'’  (big  words 
but  little  profit)  being  over  I  fear  that  I  shall  not  hear  so  often  from 
Morristown  as  1  have.  Soon,  I  hope  you  will  get  the  children’s  night 
gowns.  The  sewing  on  some  will  shock  you,  but  1  had  to  get  them 
done  by  dilferent  persons,  so  as  to  expedite  them,  at  any  rate,  shut 
your  eyes,  the  sewing  is  good  enough. 

Our  neighborhood  is  just  now  a  gloomy  one.  Poor  Mrs.  Carpen¬ 
ter  has  just  buried  her  poor  little  Willie,  the  mute.  Today  Mrs. 
Btiel  is  to  be  buried,  she  leaves  four  little  daughters,  youngest  seven 
years  old.  Yesterday  Mrs.  Scott  spent  the  day  with  me,1  her  Anna  is 
in  N.  York,  upon  this  great  Law  Suit  of  theirs.  She  is  nourishing 
among  the  upper  Ten  Thousand,  lives  in  the  Court  end  of  the  Town 
with  a  wealthy  Cousin,  and  in  great  style. 

In  looking  over  my  closet  a  day  or  two  since,  I  found  the  accom¬ 
panying  letter.  I  want  you  to  put  it  in  that  sacred  drawer.  She2  ever 
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was  the  sweetest,  most  interesting  child  of  her  age  I  ever  saw.  1  love 
to  meet  with  anything  that  records  her  loveliness  while  we  had  her 
m  full  health.  After  death,  we  are  apt  to  remember  all  the  pleasant 
and  loiget  the  unpleasant,  but  we  do  know  that  in  health,  she  ever 
was  faultless. 

What  a  heart  rending  scene  has  that  been  in  New  York!-'*  I  scarcely 
know  with  which  parents  to  most  deeply  sympathize,  they  who  rc- 
cie\ed  the  precious  dead,  or  they  who  embraced  their  poor  suffering 
mangled  children,  who  are  left  perhaps  a  few  weeks  to  excruciating 
sulieiing,  or  to  a  long  1  i I e  of  weakness,  being  cripples.  Oh  what 
admonition  is  constantly  thrust  before  us,  that  this  is  not  our  abid¬ 
ing  place,  but  to  be  diligent  in  the  service  of  our  blessed  Master, 
tiaining  our  children,  so  that  il  the  summons  come  suddenly,  our 
sorrows  will  be  assauged  by  the  knowledge  that  all  is  well  with  them. 

I  was  as  regards  the  spiritual  instruction  of  my  children  a  careless 
Mother!  but  it  was  my  ignorance.  Knowing  nothing  myself,  1  knew 
nothing  to  impart,  and  that  awful,  prevalent  Soul  loosing,  killing 
doctrine,  that  “little  children  cannot  be  lost  because  God  is  too 
merciful”  contributed  to  the  dreadful  neglect.  When  I  see  my  own 
G.  children  just  as  ignorantly  trained  in  this  day  of  light  as  /  was,  it 
distui bs  me  so  that  I  am  kept  awake  at  night.  Sarah  I  pity.  She  is  a 
Ah  1  orker,  and  when  I  say  that,  it  comprehends  more  than  you  can 
concievc.  Hut  Dave  has  no  excuse,  he  knows  his  Master’s  will,  God 
will  visit  him  in  anger,  for  not  more  failhfuly  training  his  children’s 
mind  to  the  obedience  of  the  Gospel.  I  hear  you  say,  why  if  Mother 
feels  so  distressed,  why  does  she  not  attend  to  it  herself?  Do  you  not 
know  that  all  her  children  but  the  last  have  past  the  age  when  fust 
impressions  must  be  made!  Yet  even  now,  much  can  be  done,  but  to 
be  truly  useful  and  leave  strong  permament  impressions,  it  must  be 
line  upon  line,  &c.  I  have  them  with  me  every  Sab.  afternoon,  but 
oh,  it  is  up  hill  work.  Yet  God  is  able  and  willing  to  bless  the  elfort, 
expand  their  minds  and  soften  their  hearts.  Hut  the  Mother,  the 
Mother  alone,  is  the  efficient  means  in  God’s  hand  to  form  the  child 
for  a  blissful  Eternity.  Oh  the  inestimable  blessing  of  a  Christian 
Mother!  ’  1  is  the  all  of  life,  her  breath  has  its  influence,  every  min¬ 
ute  influence  is  exerted  by  her,  her  love  of  dress,  company,  gaiety  or 
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lather  frivolity,  all,  all  are  forming  her  children’s  character.  A 
strong,  a  blessed  lesson  is  learned  when  we  have  once  fixed  in  the 
mind  ol  our  innocent,  our  loved  children,  Thou  God  seeist  me. 

1  did  not  mean  to  preach,  but  my  mind  has  been  all  the  time 
occupied  with  the  thought  of  unfaithful  parents.  If  I  had  been  a 
Mother  such  as  you  had  a  father,  would  we  not  now  be  a  family 
whose  God  is  the  Lord?  Oh  pray  that  these  unhappy  boys  may  be 
converted.  Sometimes  I  fear  they  have  sinned  away  their  day  of 
gt  ace.  They  have  cooly,  deliberately  rejected  Christ.  1  have  only  one 
hope  (i.e.)  in  “Father  forgive  them,  they  know  not  what  they  do. 
W'e  may  not  presume  upon,  but  we  may  trust  much  in  the  infinite 
love  ol  our  heavenly  Father. 

Your  friends  all  arc  very  particular  in  their  inquiries  after  you. 
Mrs.  I.edyard  was  here  a  day  or  two  since,  and  begged  to  be  kindly 
remembered  to  you.  I  rel  ieved  a  letter  from  Lavinia  a  day  or  two 
since,  she  spoke  ol  your  “kind  invitation".  She  1  find  is,  as  well  as 
I  am,  uneasy  about  John,  lie  has  been  so  long  at  home,  I  fear  lie  has 
become  rusty.  Dave  says  he  is  no  seaman  and  his  only  hope  is  in 
some  i borough  sailor. 

Many  of  our  Citizens,  none  that  you  know,  have  gone  this  week 
to  Calilornia.  Next  week  George  Hates  leaves,  a  good  riddance. 
Uncle  A.  dined  here  yesterday,  perfectly  enraptured  with  your  let¬ 
ter.  1  le  sends  his  “best  love  to  that  dear  blessed  lady,  I  am  very  proud 
of  her.”  1  wrote  you  about  your  Daguerreotype.  Old  Uncle  is  almost 
as  feeble  as  a  child— seldom  arises  until  near  10,  and  then  is  helped 
to  his  chair,  &c.,  and  in  about  an  hour  after  he  is  met  away  down 
to  the  Riddle  Mouse,  been  to  be  shaved!  generally  some  kind  friend 
helps  him  along.  His  appetite  is  better  1  think  than  it  has  been  for 
years,  his  spirits  excellent.  He  says  “were  it  not  for  this  unaccount¬ 
able  weakness,  I  feel  as  young  and  well  as  1  ever  felt  in  my  life,  I  do 
not  understand  why  I  should  remain  so  weak”,  and  much  like  this. 
Miss  Rockwell  is  with  me  and  great  comfort  and  company  to  me. 
She  leaves  in  the  morning  and  returns  at  5  Oclock.  Dines  near  her 
School. 

In  your  last  you  do  not  name  Eliza,  how  is  she?  Has  she  got  over 
that  dreadful  Eruption?  Always  name  them  all  separately.  Fell  my 
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sweet  Bessie  that  GrandMa  has  her  in  her  heart  all  the  time.  1  am  so 
happy  that  she  is  a  dear  good  girl,  and  will  not  trouble  her  Mama 
about  the  nurse’s  dressing  or  undressing  her.  Give  her  a  sweet  kiss 
lor  me,  and  one  to  my  own  precious  Mary.  1  hope  they  are  going  on 
with  their  verses  in  the  Testament.  Kiss  my  little  long  chin,  and  te  ll 
her  to  kiss  Loo  Baby  lot  Grand  Ala. 

Have  you  begun  Rutherford?  How  do  you  like  Living  and  Dead? 
Do  1  tot  say  you  cannot  Imd  time  to  read,  there  is  a  time  when  you  can 
do  nothing  else,  and  that  is  when  you  are  nursing.  You  must  read 
Rutherford.  Oh  how  it  brings  my  sweet  Bessie’s  conversation,  that 
night  in  bed  with  Mary,  before  me.  I  believe  that  sweet  child  was 
really  animated  with  ardent  love  to  Christ,  and  that  sentence  was 
the  (torn  oil)  of  an  overflowing  heart.  Oh  those  Scotch  Christians 
were  the  Christians.  How  low,  how  far  beneath  our  exalted  privi¬ 
leges  we  grovel.  ’  I'is  ours  to  be  filled  with  love  to  Christ  il  we  aim 
for  it.  I  know  it.  But  we  are  like  wayward  children,  erring  from  the 
right  path,  for  our  gew  gaws  that  Satan  invents  to  beguile  our  heads 
and  hearts.  How  clearly  1  have  seen  lately  the  beauty,  the  strength, 
the  happiness  of  that  truth,  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  Law.  Il  out¬ 
lives  are  hid  with  Christ  in  God,  zee  have  no  Law  to  trouble  us. 

My  love  to  Mr.  Baker,  always  remember  to  friends  in  Bond  Street 
and  to  your  dear  friend,  Mis.  Stiles,  respects  to  her  husband  and  to 
your  neighbors  and  friends  generally.  That  God  may  bless  your 
Household  with  all  Heavenly  blessings  and  make  you  to  adorn  his 
precious  Doctrines  so  that  by  your  meek  and  Chrisllike  walk  you 
may  win  souls  to  1  lint,  is  the  daily  prayer  of 

Your  Mother,  E. 

Tell  Mr.  B.  that  Newberry  has  pd.  $ioo  and  Boland  3 - 5 - 

1  Mrs.  1  lector  Scott  who  opened  a  girls’  school  in  Detroit  in  1835,  assisted  by  her 
two  daughters,  Anna  Martha  and  Isabella. 

-  Little  “Fanny”  who  had  died  Feb.  15,  1851— the  adored  pet  of  her  family. 

:1  On  Nov  20,  1851  a  false  cry  of  lire  in  Ward  School  no.  2b,  in  Greenwich  Ave.  New 
York  City  created  a  panic  among  the  children  and  caused  the  death  of  50  of  them, 
by  their  falling  from  the  upper  stories  clown  a  stairway  shaft.  The*  outer  doors,  swing¬ 
ing  inward,  could  not  be  opened. 
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Dearest  Kate 


Nov.  i>8,  1 85  1 . 


Yesterday  1  hanksgiving,  1  had  all  Dave’s  family  around  the 
1  able,  first  time  in  my  life.  Uncle  at  fable,  and  all  seemed  very 
happy.  I  invited  the  Alex.,  but  they  did  not  come,.oweing  I  suppose 
to  the  bad  Roads,  fin  key,  R.  Beef,  Ham,  Cram  and  Apple  Pic. 
1'oday  is  cold,  gloomy  and  snowy,  and  every  boat  is  threatened  with 
being  the  last,  so  that  you  will  get  the  night  gowns  only  half  finished, 
Never  mind,  shut  your  eyes  and  make  Rosa  put  the  Buttons  on,  and 
they  will  keep  the  precious  children  covered  and  warm.  Today  I 
have  found  out  that  an  express  can  find  its  way  to  Morristown  as 
easily  as  to  Rond  Street!  and  will  not  be  kept  waiting  a  week  or  so, 
your  order,  so  tomorrow  A.M.  your.  Bundle  leaves  lor  Morristown. 

Poor  Mrs.  Buel  is  dead!  leaves  four  little  daughters.  Mrs.  Carpen¬ 
ter  has  buried  her  little  mute  Willie  and  is  in  sad  affliction,  he  was 
only  sick  four  days,  but  an  excruciating  sufferer,  Scarlet  Fever  which 
is  very  prevalent. 


We  rccieved  a  letter  last  night  from  Mary,  written  in  fine  spirits. 
1  am  happy  to  see  that  she  is  active  in  her  Master’s  service.  She  speaks 
ol  their  having  had  a  very  interesting  Communion  Season  with  the 
Presbytery.  David  talks  seriously  of  going  to  California,  is  saving  up 
his  money,  he  says  there  he  will  make  money,  here  he  must  starve. 
1  will  send  John’s  letter  in  the  Bundle.  Uncle  seems  better  than  lie 
has  been  in  months,  but  exceedingly  weak,  he  is  very  cheerful.  1 
think  he  is  making  arrangements  to  send  Emily  Mason  §50  out  of 
his  last  payment,  it  may  be  only  suspicion,  but  I  shall  find  out. 

Tove  and  a  kiss  to  dear  Mary,  Bessie  and  my  precious  long  chin, 
and  kiss  my  Loo  Baby  for  me,  who  does  he  look  like?  Is  he  a  nervus 
child?  Tell  me  something  more  about  him  than  that  he  cries  and  is 
troublesome,  that  1  take  for  granted. 

It  is  dark  and  I  must  stop.  All  are  well.  That  God’s  richest  bless¬ 
ing  may  rest  on  your  house  is  the  constant  prayer  of  your  alft. 

Mother,  ,,  _  0 

E.E.S. 


Let  me  know  all  about  Mr.  Richards  and  how  your  Minister 
improves. 

Too  late  al  night  to  attend  to  John’s  letter.  1  really  am  sick. 
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Detroit,  Nov.  i>8,  1 85 1 

My  beloved  Son 

Your  favor  of  21  inst.  is  just  handed  me,  it  speaks  mournfully  that 
the  hour  is  at  hand  when  our  intercourse  will  be  very  much 
abridged.  I  have  enjoyed  the  cheap  postage  and  Steam  facilities.  1 
have  only  a  little  while  before  dark  to  write  in  and  must  be  brief  to 
get  my  letter  oil'  today. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  that  dear  Eli/a  is  well,  I  trust  that  she  may  keep 
so.  The  mail  which  brought  your  letter  brought  me  one  from  John, 
bom  Rio.  Uncle  has  it  so  that  I  cannot  tell  you  its  dale,  it  is  late  in 
September.  Me  says  all  are  well  and  lauds  Mr.  Radford  as  the  Man 
of  Men,  says  they  have  a  most  delightful  set  of  officers,  hopes  to  be 
home  in  about  a  year. 

I  believe  I  have  written  you  of  all  1  can  think.  As  soon  as  the  lki<"> 
Mortgage  is  consummated,  I  will  send  you  particulars. 

With  much  love  to  you  from 

Your  obliged  affectionate  Mother 

E.  E.  S. 

As  far  as  gentility  will  permit,  do  try  to  make  Gotheal  send  me 
Money. 


Detroit,  Nov.  ay,  1  85  1 . 

Dearest  Kate 

None  can  love  a  wife  battling  for  her  husband  more  than  I,  for  I 
could  stand  anything,  but  neither  Mother,  child  or  friend  should 
ever  with  impunity  cast  a  shadow  on  mine,  and  all  1  ask  is  that  my 
daughters  may  ever,  in  every  circumstance  of  life,  so  thoroughly 
identify  themselves  with  their  husbands  that  when  he  is  touched, 
their  most  loved  self  is  touched.  For  my  life,  1  could  not  bid  the  tear 
back  which  rushed  to  my  eyes,  on  reading  “1  thought  that  you  im¬ 
plied  that  Mr.  Ik  had  been  very  anxious  to  keep  the  estate  all  clear 
and  to  hold  your  property  responsible”,  &c.  1  cannot  remember 
what  I  wrote,  but  one  thing  I  know,  not  the  most  suspicious,  one 
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sided  (Palmer  or  Sullivan  blood)  view  could  have  put  such  a  con¬ 
struction  on  any  part  ol  my  letter.  As  for  Estate ,  or  “my  property” 
I  never  knew  a  mine  nor  thine,  nor  do  not  now.  1  know  Mr.  Baker 
knew,  but  I  supposed  he  lost  sight  of  it,  that  1  made  one  business  of 
the  whole  (i.e.)  made  it,  as  regards  spending  or  investment,  out  of 
your  lather’s  or  into  his  Estate,  on  this  supposition,  1  felt  a  reluctance 
to  having  any  change  in  the  Mortgages  that  now  stand  as  coming 
from  Sullivan  Estate,  beside  (it  is  all  Woman,  1  know,  for  I  have  no 
motive),  I  wish  all  the  principal  I  derive  from  there,  to  be  kept  dis¬ 
tinct,  that  my  children  may  see  in  part  that  they  have  something 
from  me.  (Pride). 

Before  you  can  make  your  philosophical  lecture  available  or  prac¬ 
tical,  you  must  first  give  me  your  composed  constitutionality ,  and 
then,  the  power  of  abstract  reasoning.  But  when  facts  of  (to  me 
unpardonable)  Extravagance  stare  me  in  the  face,  my  impulse  is 
accountability,  and  to  whom  should  my  remarks  be  made  but  to 
those  in  whose  wisdom  I  confide,  who  might  suggest  some  way  to 
alter  things.  Your  preaching  notwithstanding,  1  feel  it  a  disgrace  to 
have  got  through  so  much  Money,  and  not  having  beneptted  one 
ol  my  children.  No  House  Rent,  no  dress,  no  entertainment,  no 
Equipage,  Now  you  see  it  is  wicked  to  have  nothing  to  shew.  You 
say,  1  will  say  “Oh  1  have  not  given  much”.  1  do  say  so,  for  the  Socie¬ 
ties,  I  keep  up  to  your  Father’s  subscriptions,  not  one  Doll.  more. 
There  are  many  more  calls  for  destitute  churches,  S:c.  than  when 
he  lived.  You  know  he  never  gave  recklessly.  I  always  stop  and  think 
what  would  he  give  in  like  circumstances!  %zc.  I  sometimes  feel 
mean,  and  fear  that  I  am  thought  parsimonious.  There  are  some 
poor  Christian  friends  to  whom  I  never  give  a  cts.  worth,  who  I  dare 
say  wonder.  But  talking  and  thinking  are  not  going  to  improve  my 
management,  it  seems  to  me  there  must  be  a  wrong  in  me.  Now  one 
favor  1  have  to  ask.  I  am  not  afraid  of  Baker’s  opinion,  he  is  a  man, 
but  let  my  stupid  manner  of  expressing  myself  be  what  it  may,  never 
accuse  me  of  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  suspecting  him  of  anything, 
but  the  straight  forward  course.  He  left  things  as  clear  as  a  sunbeam, 
so  that  if  I  had  pleased,  I  could  have  been  accumulating  Sullivan 
Estate  with  every  cent,  and  all  would  have  been  thought  right.  I  do 
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not  nor  ever  have  considered  it  mine  to  authorize -my  doing  a  wrong 
act.  I  hope  God  will  keep  me  in  the  path  of  honesty  and  justice! 

He  doeth  all  things  well  to  Him  I  commit  my  all  of  Earth.  I  do 
wish  to  hand  their  lathers  hard  earnings,  undiminished  into  the 
hands  o(  my  children,  so  that  I  may  be  at  case,  but  my  fortune  is  that 
they  have  my  daily  prayers,  that  they  may  be  rich  in  Christ. 

1  am  grieved  at  your  disappointment  in  your  Minister,  but  as  you 
justly  say,  it  will  teach  you  no  longer  to  lean  on  an  arm  of  flesh.  God 
is  able  to  revive  your  whole  church,  even  with  this  frail  reed.  Moses 


you  know  gave  for  excuse  his  speech,  yet  God  wrought  great  deliver¬ 
ance  through  him.  ’Tis  the  Truth  which  is  to  set  us  free,  and  not 
Oratory,  yet  I  know  we  all  long  for  the  I  lawks,  Barnes,  &c\  I  le  can 
work  with  stammering  tongues  or  by  them,  as  well  as  with  the  great 
and  mighty.  Here  am  1  sighing  because  I  am  not  ol  the  Tabernacle 
congregation.  Mr.  Finney  is  there  for  the  winter,  f  suppose  we  shall 
hear  of  a  great  woi  k  there.1 


1  fear  Mr.  Richards1' sentence  is  just!  God  has  the  hearts  of  all  in 
his  hands,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  he  will  suffer  one  ol  his  pure, 
undefiled  Servants  to  be  sacrificed  or  condemned  by  a  court  ol  his 


professed  Ministers,  It  may  prove  a  blessing  to  him,  the  year  may 
give  him  time  for  solemn  reflection,  and  if  he  never  has  been  con¬ 
verted,  may  be  the  means  of  his  conversion. 

\our  Minister’s  wife  is  almost  as  important  as  your  Minister.  The 
class  to  whom  you  say  Mr.  Townly3  is  acceptable,  may  be  the  very 
class  for  whom  he  has  been  sent.  The  intelligent,  enlightened  Chris¬ 
tian  has  no  business  to  be  fastidious  about  preaching,  so  that  they 
gel  sound  Gospel  Doctrine.  They  must  draw  their  sustenance  from 
a  higher  source.  When  our  Mortal  has  put  on  immortality,  we  shall 


know  what  loss  we  have  sustained  in  not  obeying  that  oft  reiterated 
injunction,  “Pray  always,  Pray  and  not  faint,  &c.  Prayer,  Prayer  is 
the  Christian’s  strength,  his  glory,  his  peace.  Why,  how,  1  know  not, 
but  one  thing  I  do  know,  we  have  a  prayer  hearing  and  a  prayer 
answering  God.  I  am  practically  convinced  that  prayer  to  the  Soul 
ol  the  Christian  is  what  food  is  to  our  body.  When  I  miss  my  meal 
I  am  faint,  and  if  we  neglect  prayer,  all  the  preaching  and  oratory 
in  the  world  will  be  unsatisfying,  unprofitable.  God  has  and  ever  will 


t  v\  \  v  v '  a  i  w\  m. 


U:- 


>  <r..  si  .i  III.  >J  ”•  Jl  looi'^.tuo  I'JVD  MOM  iO' 

u, .'.( ufii  hi  jim  <i  >  > ;  'i  r  wr  1  J')|* 


]  j  j  |  j  f  ■  ft  Mil  hfiVV  'Ik!  .JMttUi  ‘M\  1 1-1  It  I  U- flf*  i  I>  2  *  Ullili 
i >  u,  )  i,i  .  .  .  j<i  ,  ■  (m\\  j!  y{‘  ■{  '•  •>  <  1  ,JJ)  fi  <‘jrl 

I  |/t  ,J|0'(  I  :  ill  Ml  MO.  I  [l  lb  MM»V  1G  hj/ji  1,-’  .Hi  \ 

,  ,1/  lr>  t  li*r.  yitii  tluv/  r  ’  >  ,t  mjfb’jlof!*  tuo<  fliiw  01  aide  *i 

;.  I.J  Ml-.  >1  r  i'  *  i  i  i .  m!  j  m  •  >  r>  /  .  v/onJjm( 

i  fl  I  to  i;  ,*rjil  sif  s>i  Of  /4  Ibiilv/  Aivt'V  aili  -  1  »n»I  il^uonli  *>ur. 

n\ i  u.«l  ,  wi,!  I  jjh  iol  ifi » i  JJ«.  'J  /  v/oni  I  )0{  .vmlijit  > 

•>o  .  i  \m-fi  Kill*'  >1  lilt  ?i  /-mi.  1  |1  ■:  M  hjk;  :'XM<n 

1  ,1  >f*.  I  i’ .,V, 7  OYXIft  lo  !•  >ll 


- :  !*».>  Uriel  I  H  i‘j  f  in  i  li  l)Ui;  , III  il  l  Ibl  uiniOi  to  uun)  ii:a«I  *Jvi;j 
»/  i :  J  I  (I;  I  lu  !  »vx;  i  -y1  fiv’oT  i !/.  r  i /  m.  -  »  o.l  u\ -1  > 


?m  !’ ) }  ►rioii  1  •  I .  )  Jit-  i.iiji  i  mI  t  .ji  mi  jo?*  m(  mo  i/r  io1  •  u.I  * 


u  lull  n  ,  v’fitibi**-  it  j  jihvIk  i;ji;ii[»i  ii'iil  uj  oJ  <'/m\uu<\  oil  «mS  iifcij 
mm:  •>>!»  xv>\\\  //•  ,  j/.m  yoilV  HH'i  1  <{^o  >  mini  iJg 

Hull'  i  til'  mni  no  ./  ■ -?t  i  li  l/i  mo  toll 'N  hkw  r_.  !^i  !  i. 
luli.iJii  n  Ho  null  O  '  <>  ion  ni  ffvii.i  ii<-  a  * i»ff  *,» H  tto\  JimIv;  vroujK 

li  ,!i  I.iru  llUWilll')  Jlil 

;  glii  ,i  li  fj’/jne;  >;  jy/  ,^<>  «^  ob  I  {giiujl  Jfio  Jiii' 

jil)  c»i  i  j/i..q  jfiflj  bjjoivno  vi\:, viVjuvt^  run  i  . )  •jmnn.v.m 

. 

f(  1 1,  i  ,i  ri\  !  .f,  K|  71 1 1  II;;  •  >ti.  i<  |  n  )l*iuil  *j  /•  )i  11  Iniul  mti  i 

II.I •  t j  ■  j  1  ciifl  L  >  .jMi.  ’i!i  i]in/ . ‘  iiy  if’i  n;^i .  u  yd  > -  i  !>l  <ow  t>#i i  ili 


\ 


STUART  LETTERS 

honor  preaching,  it  is  His  own  appointed  way  to  proclaim  the  glad 
t  idings  of  a  Saviour’s  death,  but  to  his  own,  enlightened  by  his  Spirit  , 
l’ray.  Pray  for  light  to  know  how  to  glorily  him  in  our  hourly  walk 
and  conversation,  but  especially  for  the  Strength  that  alone  conies 
I  mm  Christ  and  that  is  in  the  one  all  absorbing  supreme  love  to 
Christ,  love  that  we  feel,  not  alone  confess,  love  that  will  prove  the 
spring  to  every  ac  tion.  Such  abiding,  active  love  as  we  know  we  have 
for  a  loved  husband,  who  when  lie  is  absent,  we  catch  ourselves  ever 
running  to  the  window  to  see  if  he  is  coining,  or  we  are  restless  be¬ 
cause  he  is  not  with  us,  we  arc  not  happy  unless  he  goes  where  we  go. 
and  is  abidingly  with  us,  and  when  we  are  induced  to  leave  him! 
feel  restless,  unhappy,  wretched  until  we  go  to  him  and  are  once 
more  only  his.  This  my  blessed  loved  child,  we  can  have,  we  can 
keej),  and  must  have  to  take  us  peacefully  through  our  journey  in 
the  midst  of  deep  waters  until  we  shall  see  as  we  are  seen.  1  did  not 
mean  to  preach,  but  the  subject  has  occupied  my  mind  so  much  that 
the  lips  will  utter  it. 

1  low  much  more  solemn  and  instructive  a  funeral  in  the  country 
is  than  in  the  City.  I  can  concieve  that  scene,  of  the  sweet  children 
walking  in  procession  to  the  last  resting  place  of  their  little  Sabbath 
School  companion.  1  am  glad  my  precious  Mary  and  bessie  were 
among  them,  they  are  now  at  the  age  when  everything  of  that  kind 
will  leave  a  lasting  impression.  My  constant  prayer  to  Cod  is  that 
you  may  grow  in  grace  and  love  to  Christ  and  wisdom  be  given  you 
to  train  your  children  for  I  lim,  and  that  those  blessed  lent  treasures 
may  be  early  sealed  for  I  lim  on  Earth  that  they  may  reign  with  1  lim 
in  1  leaven,  this  is  all  of  life. 

1  write  dcsultoraly,  I  am  so  continually  interrupted.  I  am  sad,  sad 
at  your  loss  of  Mrs.  Stites,  it  is  really  your  right  arm  going,  such 
things  bring  Young  up  to  mind,  “Lean  not  on  Earth,  tribulations 
pierc  e  thee  to  the  heart,  a  broken  reed  at  best,  on  whose  point  peace 
bleeds  and  hope  expires.’’ 

I  ever  believed  Kitty  Neal 4  broke  that  glass,  it  was  not  so  much 
the  individual  likeness  as  the  group  which  I  feared  Uncle  A.  wanted, 
but  1  think  all  will  be  well  when  you  write,  1  dared  not  tell  him. 

I  am  rejoiced  that  your  domestic  department  goes  on  so  pleas- 
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STUART  LETTERS 


antly.  Dr.  Dodridge  says,  ‘  Christian  Masters  and  Mistresses  should 
never  omit  carrying  their  domestics  in  the  Arms  of  Faith  to  their 
Heavenly  Father,  that  He  would  grant  them  all  needful  blessings, 
lor  we  are  hardly  sensible  how  much  the  happiness  of  ours  and  our 
lannhcs  depends  on  them”.  Only  in  the  Better  way,  “\Yc\\  done 
good  and  faithful  sen  t.,  I  have  made  thee  ruler,”  Pec.  “She  looked) 
well  to  the  ways  of  her  household,  and  ealeth  not  the  bread  of  idle¬ 
ness.  Fo  these  God  grant  may  be  added  a  fervency  ol  Spirit,  sc-rviim 
the  Lord. 


Kiss  with  much  love  to  the  dear  children.  I  am  glad  that  you  have 
met  something  to  contribute  to  that  dear  child’s  (|uiet,  it  is  a  sore 
affliction.  Mrs.  Lyel  has  just  left  me,  she  says  “The  Harp  Strings  are 
come,  but  one  is  in  English  and  one  Italian”.  I  forget,  did  1  tell  you 
that  I  had  sent  to  Europe  by  Mr.  Scot  for  a  set  lor  you  and  one  set 
lot  Laviniar'  Which  do  you  prefer?  Shall  I  send  them  by  express? 

Now  I  believe  I  have  said  everything  1  can  think  of  but  that  we 


are  all  well.  Uncle  says  Oh  give  my  love  to  my  dear  Kate,  lie  has 
gone  out  to  walk.  When  they  came  to  Ma5  for  the  first  tax  for  light¬ 
ing  Brooklyn,  she  asked  why  they  came  to  her,  she  wanted  no  light, 
she  was  no  Night  walker,  &c.  i  hey  are  lighting  our  streets  with 
Gass,  and  when  I  heard  of  the  I  ax,  I  caught  myself,  just  like  my 
mother,  thinking  that  “Night  walkers  should  be  made  to  pay  for 
the  light  and  not  stayers  at  home.”  How  fearful,  how  important  is 
a  Mother’s  influence!  May  all  mine  be  buried  with  me.  With  low¬ 
born  your  afft.  Mother 


1  Charles  C.randison  Finney,  the  celebrated  Presbyterian  revivalist,  who  was  at  the 
oh!  Rioadway  N.Y.  City  1  ahernacle  during  the  winter  of  1851-185:;. 

“  Mr-  Rit,ianls  was  Pastor  of  First  Presbyterian  Church  who  was  asked  10  resign. 
:t  His  successor  was  Rev.  Mr.  't  own ley. 

1  Kilty  Neal  was  the  nurse. 

5  FI  i/a  belli  Stuart’s  mother.  Mis.  John  Sullivan. 


Dearest  Kate  Detroit,  Dec.  i  ith,  1851. 

Ah  ho  I  have  no  "Loo  Baby'’,  yet  it  seems  almost  impossible  for 
me  to  get  an  uninterrupted  hour  when  I  can  write  leisurely  to  you, 
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my  interruptions  are  unceasing.  Today  has  been  a  very  happy  one. 
I  rel  ieved  a  long  and  delightful  letter  from  Doctor1,  all  well  and 
prosperous,  his  heart  and  hands  actively  engaged  for  his  Master's 
cause.  One  I  mm  our  dear  good  John,  most  satisfactory!  he  seems 
really  in  love  with  Mr.  Radford.  1  suspect  Mr.  R.  is  a  shrewd  man, 
he  seems  to  understand  John’s  character.  John  says,  “Mother,  you 
know  me,  when  1  feel  responsibility;  I  see  Capt.  R.  places  great 


confidence  in  me,  I  trust  that  he  will  never  regret  it.  No  Mate  of  a 
vessel  ever  attended  more  indefatigably  to  the  business  of  his  Ship 
than  I  have”,  R:c.,  Sec.  Dear  Kate,  never,  never  cease  to  pray  for  him, 
that  Ood  will  shield  him  with  his  restraining  grace,  and  be  his 
bnther,  guide  and  friend,  F I  is  almighty  arm,  to  guide  him  through 
his  perilous  \ oyage. 

My  song  surely  should  be  of  Mercy!  Oh,  for  an  abiding,  unchang¬ 
ing  love  for  I  Iim  who  has  so  lovingly  ordered  all  my  circumstances. 
I  low  true,  “His  loving  kindness  changcth  not”.  1  have  but  two  bless¬ 
ings  to  ask.  I  hat  my  daughters  may  be  polished  stones  in  the  house 
of  our  God,  and  that  they  and  I  may  serve  him  in  singleness  heart, 
with  an  eye  ever  to  His  honor  and  glory,  that  my  poor  unhappy,  sin¬ 
ning  Sons  may  be  forgiven  and  brought  to  bow  at  the  feet. of  Jesus, 
and  that  now,  in  the  days  of  their  infancy  the  children  may  be  sealed 
tor  His  Service  here,  that  we  may  be  gathered  a  whole  family  in 


1  leaven. 


Oh  dear,  dear  Kate,  do  not  be  discouraged  nor  faint  on  the  way, 
when  your  cares  oppress  you,  cheer  up  and  remember,  this  is  your 
work  for  Eternity.  Only  pray  for  strength  and  wisdom,  it  will  surely 
come.  Time  would  not  suffice  for  me  to  tell  you  of  some  immediate 
answers  I  have  had  to  prayer,  literally  truly,  cast  your  care  upon 
Christ ,  for  he  careth  for  You,  just  as  simple  and  literally  as  you  would 
look  to  Mr.  Baker  for  comfort  or  relief.  Faith  is  Substance,  let  our 
hearts  be  filled  with  love  to  the  Saviour  and  then,  Oh  how  holy  will 
our  walk  and  conversation  be!! 

When  I  seated  myself,  I  did  not  mean  to  preach,  but  meant  only 
to  write  a  strictly  business  letter,  it  was  late  and  I  sleepy,  and  hard 
for  me  to  write  by  candle  light.  Baker  is  so  sensitive,  I  dared  not 
enclose  to  him,  so  send  you  enclosed.  You  know  my  object.  Poor 
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Dave  can  never  pay  rent,  and  it  is  better  and  happier  lor  all,  to  give 
to  each  equal  to  what  his  rent  would  be,  $150.  1  wish  you  to  get 
paper,  stamps,  etc.  lor  Baker  with  the  rest.  It  is  lather  hard  that  he 
should  give  Brain  work,  hand  work  and  time,  and  I'ut  uish  Tools  in 
the  bargain. 

1  believe  1  wrote  you  that  our  City  is  Gass  Mad.  I  refused  to  have 
it  brought  in  on  the  Score  ol  expense,  My  age,  doing  it  for  others, 
and  the  property  not  advanced  in  value  by  it,  &c.  1  am  accused  of 
want  ol  1  ublic  Spirit,  K'C.  Ask  Mr.  B.  to  ask  his  lather  what  it  cost 
to  bring  it  into  his  house.  Not  include  fixtures,  &c.,  that  is  a  separate 
charge. 

Which  do  you  prefer— ‘7?  cmtmT  or  “English'’  Strings?  I  do  not 
believe  that  one  cent  is  saved  by  sending  to  Kurope.  1  lie  two  sets 
cost  $9.50.  I  only  wait  for  you  to  choose ,  to  send  you  yours.  I  will 
send  them  to  Bond  St.  \ott  have  to  pay  extra  to  go  to  M01  ristown. 
Iia\e  you  got  the  children’s  Bundle?  They  can  roll  themselves  in 
t  hem. 

Dear  Kate,  skip  over  all  Blunders.  I  cannot  think  of  readiiw  over 
w.liat  I  have  written.  And  now'  about  my  precious  ones.  Kiss  them 
all,  1 .00  Ba by  and  all,  how  I  want  to  see  him!  I  am  sad  m  thinkim* 

,  v“) 

ol  my  sweet  Mary’s  being  so  sensitive  to  cold.  She  was  not  so  last 
winter.  Is  not  that  she  sits  in  a  warm  stove  room  in  School  and  then 
is  suddenly  exposed  to  cold?  Speak  to  her  Teacher,  and  ask  her  to 
see  that  she  is  properly  dressed  when  she  leaves  school.  Mary  is  one 
of  those  children  whose  hat  would  be  untied  and  her  cloak  open, 
and  she  would  not  know  she  was  cold,  until  the  mischief  is  done. 

Uncle  yesterday  lost  his  Watch!  which  had  been  worn  by  his 
Grandfather,  Father  and,  unhurt  descended  to  him!!  I  advertized  it, 
but  1  do  not  believe  he  will  ever  get  it.  He  is  in  line  health  and 
spirits,  but  weak  as  a  child,  in  intellect  as  well  as  body,  he  is  very 
pleasant.  We  had  another  fright  from  lire  in  his  room,  he  threw 
shavings  on  the  lire  and  set  the  chimney  on  lire.  All  are  well.  Dave 
talks  strongly  of  going  to  California. 

My  best  love  to  Mr.  B.  Tell  him  to  do  in  all  respects  with  Brook¬ 
lyn  property  as  he  please.  At  the  rate  of  Taxes  it  will  soon  eat  itself 
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u[).  I  led— with  him  I  would  not  touch  any  of  the  property  but  that 
unavailable  corner.  Good  night,  My  blessed  well  beloved  child  — 

Your  ailt.  Mother,  E.  E.  S. 


U.S.  Ship  Lexington,  Deem,  a.jih,  1  Sr,  i. 

Valparaiso. 

My  dearest  Sister1 

I  did  intend  when  we  sailed  from  Rio  to  have  a  good  lone  letter 
teady  to  mail  to  you  irom  this  port,  but  our  passage  was  so  rough 
and  uncomfortable  that  there  was  no  pleasure  in  writing.  1  did  suc¬ 
ceed  in  writing  now  and  then  to  Lib  and  to  Mother  and  that  was 
about  all  I  could  do.  I  was  delighted  My  dearest  Sister  when  I  reed, 
the  good  news  that  you  had  a  "boy”  and  that  you  were  well.  I  sup¬ 
pose  the  young  gentleman  feels  his  importance,  so  you  may  give  him 
m)  love  and  a  kiss. 

We  arrived  here  on  the  1  ith  Inst,  after  a  passage  of  Go  days,  all 
worn  out,  and  My  dearest  Sister  I  was  delighted  to  receive  your  let¬ 
ter  ol  a 6th  Sept.,  do  write  to  me  by  every  Mail.  You  do  not  know 
how  a  letter  cheers  one  up  when  away  from  home  or  1  know  you 
would  do  so.  I  am  glad  Mother  has  invited  Lib  to  go  to  Detroit, 
although  I  do  not  think  she  will  go  and  I  would  a  little  rather  she 
would  not,  for  although  I  should  be  perfectly  delighted  and  happy 
to  have  her  with  Mother,  1  do  not  wish  her  to  be  so  near  Surah  for 
I  do  not  think  they  would  get  along  very  well  together.  I  do  not 
think  Sarah  is  at  all  loud  of  her  and  1  am  afraid  she  would  do  all  in 
her  power  to  make  her  time  unpleasant,  and  1  do  not  wish  her  to 
see  Sarah’s  conduct  to  Mother.  Not  that  I  am  at  all  afraid  she  would 
ever  do  as  Sarah  does,  but  1  do  not  care  about  her  seeing  it.  1  do  not 
think  she  is  as  happy  on  the  Island  -  as  I  could  wish  her  to  be,  so  I 
have  written  to  her  to  go  up  to  New  York  or  Brooklyn  and  board 
until  1  return,  and  to  go  over  to  Morristown  to  see  you  whenever 
she  feels  like  it,  that  I  knew  you  wotdd  be  most  happy  to  see  her. 
I  have  no  fear  my  dearest  Sister  but  that  both  you  and  Mother  will 
do  all  in  your  power  to  make  her  happy.  Oh  how  I  wish  1  could  be 
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constantly  with  her,  it  is  a  hard,  a  vile  life  lor  a  married  man.  She 
is  in  my  mind  day  and  night  and  at  times  I  get  so  unhappy  thinking 
ol  Iu'r  111  her  present  situation,'  that  I  feel  as  if  I  was  willing  to  give 
llP  all  to  be  with  her  once  more.  1  am  almost  afraid  to  open  my  let¬ 
ters,  learing  that  they  may  contain  the  worst  news,  and  in  looking 
over  the  papers  I  satisfy  myselt  by  looking  over  the  deaths.  It  is  fool¬ 
ish  I  suppose,  but  I  am  so  anxious  about  her,  that  I  can  not  look  on 
the  bright  side,  but  enough.  I  do  not  suppose  it  is  very  interesting 
to  you  and  I  am  oblige  to  write  in  great  haste,  and  close  my  letter. 

We  are  all  happy  on  board  and  who  would  not  be  with  such  a 
Capt.  as  we  have!  You  may  tell  Mrs.  Radford  that  she  has  a  right  to 
be  jealous  lot  I  doubt  very  much  il  she  loves  her  husband  more  than 
evei )  officer  in  this  ship  does,  he  is  a  perfect  gentleman,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  I  have  ever  in  my  life  known  a  man  who  had  as  strong 
lriends  as  he  has  in  the  officers  of  this  Ship.  Ilis  wish  is  our  law  and 
indeed  it  is  not  necessary  lor  him  to  give  an  order,  before  we  do 
anything,  the  first  question  asked  is:  “Will  the  Capt.  have  any  objec¬ 
tion.-'’’  Our  Ship  is  perfectly  happy. 

We  are  hard  at  work  landing  our  cargo.  The  Commr.  has  given 
us  our  orders,  they  are  to  land  our  Valparaiso  Cargo,  then  sail  for 
St.  Francisco,  land  our  Cargo,  and  we  may  then  return  home  as  soon 
as  we  choose.  So  we  expect  to  sail  from  here  by  the  i>qth.  We  will 
arrive  in  St.  Francisco  by  the  ist  of  March  (where  /  exjject  to  receive 
letters),  sail  from  there  by  the  totli  or  15  of  April  for  this  place, 
arrive  here  by  the  25th  of  June  and  sail  from  here  on  the  1st  ol  July 
direct  for  New  York  and  we  expect  to  be  there  by  1st  to  15th  of  Oct. 
So  there  My  dear  Sister  you  have  our  cruise.  I  keep  to  watch  in  port 
but  am  oblige  to  do  i  st  Mate’s  duty  (ask  Mr.  baker  what  that  is)  and 
then  you  will  see  that  I  have  but  little  time  left  for  letter  writing. 

(live  my  love  to  all  the  children  and  kiss  them  for  me.  Wish  them 
all  a  Merry  Christmas  and  tell  them  how  I  wish  I  could  be  with 
them,  that  if  I  ever  get  home  again  I  will  not  be  the  “Cross  Uncle 
John”  that  our  little  sunbeam  Bessie  used  to  call  me,  but  will  let 
children  be  children. 

And  now  My  dearest  Sister  good  bye,  give  my  love  to  Mr.  Baker. 

1  hope  you  will  see  Lib  often,  and  when  you  do  see  her  cheer  her  up 
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and  do  all  for  my  sake.  I  write  by  this  mail  to  Mother,  Lib,  Sister 
Mary  and  yourself.  I  must  elose,  with  my  love  to  you  and  yours. 

Your  devoted  Brother, 

John 

]  Kate  Stuart  Baker,  the  beloved  older  sister  of  Jolm  St  wait. 

-  Staten  Island,  where  Lavinia’s  parents,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Field,  lived. 

:‘The  child  ol  John  Stuart  and  his  wile  I.avinia,  was  born  Feb.  1,  iS.-,:*  at  Port 
Kit  hmoiid  Staten  Island,  N.Y. 


Port-Riclnnond,  Dec.  sGth.  1851. 

My  dear  Kate, 

Have  you  &  your  family  had  a  very  merry  Christinas?  1  am  sure 
you  passed  it  more  pleasantly  than  1  did.  It  was  natural;  for  you  had 
the  society  ol  your  husband!  That  was  enough  to  make  you  happy! 
But  I  had  the  “blues”  all  day.  My  mind  would  in  spite  of  me  revert 
to  the  same  period  a  year  ago!  Then  dear  John  was  with  me,  and 
I  was  content  &  pleased.  Now  how  dilferently  are  we  situated!  W  hat 
a  distance  separates  us!  Oh,  it  does  require  great  exertion  to  keep 
up  my  spirits— to  he  patient.  I  have  a  pretty  large  hump  of  hope,  and 
it  is  a  blessed  thing!  Still  “hope  long  deferred  maketli  the  heart 
sick.” 

I  employed  my  morning  in  writing  it)  John  while  my  parents  &  sis¬ 
ter  were  gone  to  church.  I  sent  him  a  long,  /tmg  letter,  together  with 
some  half  dozen  newspapers,  a  few  days  ago.  I  have  forwarded  him 
nearly  all  of  Kossuth’s  speeches,  and  am  hoarding  up  all  1  lind  for 
the  same  purpose.  I  suppose  you  take  as  much  interest  as  ever,  in 
the  sayings  and  doings  of  this  great  man!  Of  course  you  have  read 
the  account  of  his  reception  in  Philadelphia— the  present  he  there 
received  of  the  cross,  likeness  of  Washington  &c.  Were  you  not  de¬ 
lighted  with  his  address  to  the  ladies  at  Metropolitan  I  tall  on  Satur¬ 
day  last?  I  think  it  was  a  beautiful  production!  I  use  the  term 
beautiful,  because  I  consider  it  applicable,  as  it  was  so  poetic  and 
flowery!  What  a  versatility  of  talent  the  man  has!  Father  &  my  Uncle 
Curran  attended  the  meeting  of  the  bar— and  say  that  his  reply  to 


iv\  A'\  \  \  A  ViV  k  nx 

r,i-  ■  ii.I  jJjoI/  ui  iifiitf  rfiffj  v<l  oinv/  I  .sins  yin  ml  !!<,  ob  bnc 

.  ?.  •!§*  )*  -  -  1  >if  o/l l  ,1  -  !<;«!  <<  >  .i  ' 

;  ,1)1  («/l  J?  .114  .fil  )/.fJ  i  lllt'/l.l  *i'J  <flvf  1  in.l  I:  l  Jll.ltf* 

*'  )/;  i  -.1  ,1  .*!•>•!  Itlud  .-I  h  i.itfi  1  ol<  //  5  bill;  ttr.in?,  lilt.  I  l<»  ii  il  i  t|  I  ' 


ilr.A  if.  by!' 


f:,i>  l  .cl  it  1 -in  If)  )f«  y  r  /  is,  burl  yilimnl  lu.iy  v.  wov  o/nll 

lytjfj  /i  i  itf  j 4i.it;  oi  il  U  no  •'i »v;  sttr  !  V  iumWiul  jUo'(  It)  {  >iXi  *<i J 
j'i  jv  >i  jni  lo  ojuji  ni  Moo  r  bn  in!  1/  .  i  b  An  roiltl  *>r!l  bi.fl  \  Jiill 
,  jin  il  /;  ,n  /  mlo|  i».ob  uu/M  !o  l  i nov  n  >oi  oij  f>tri  oi 

ji.il V  f  m  a  vIjmO'  Ali.  *ri  m!  .b  >?  >f  o/oJ/un  i./i  I 

(  >jJ  o  uoinoxo  n/ji  (  i>'i i .» j>’  '  <  I)  ji  ,iiO  UiJ  «oii:n  r|  *  oon  ;  ib  r» 
-I  «.J  •  )f4  /;  -Yfi.rl  (  |  '  Il  {  fi  OJ  ?<!■!(,  1  CJII 

;i  '  oi  i  <  ill  X  in  .>  fj  o  >1  oqo/f  Hi  Ji**  I  ni  n  I  n  i  ji 


'>■  yjurtr.  j  •'•it  >b»!  t  nilof  oj  •  ii  ’  rii  jjiitno/n  (ii:  :orol<|  1 
i  »i vr  h  :■■■  1  •)!  «\  triuoi  i»  <  -irl  Jno*  I  d  »i;uta  OJ  ono^-  o  •  ///  ioJ 

'iiiff  I voL *? r.  7 k>1  0/  1  »  //  >!  r  {iK|2W9fi  nowb  lln/l  jiuo« 

t  i  bfwi  i  qu  £(!> b Ii  <  •  no:  bin  .  fo'Axjt  a  fiJiJ.  >  \A  lo  If/,  yl  inou 
f  r  'o  y.i  »*o  ,i i  li.ioiM  n  no'  t'otj-j.;-  I  n-.u,  »  ,  >rli 
bf>i  07/: i ’  (  xtif  iO  'iinoi  moi  iili  1  vt^niob  bn  ;.;;niy  *jiIi 

oi  oi,  ii'  r  Ij  nifbjteb:  (i/1‘1  ni  noi  M|o  ):>  •  <f  fo  iftnoooc  oiii 
-ob  too  uov  jt>W  .  >^  fioj^nii!  .  //  lo  2f*onoJil  ,*  <yv>  oil!  lo  bovio/Df 
o  »?  •  "  i  cli  in  lil/Kj  .1/  >1  it4,  ibnf  oil  oi  nbbn  airi  liiiv/  Jj 
oi  i  iii I  /.n  f  io  '.nohob'  \\  [\  .  A  n  it.fi  3:  >o;iIj  I  \\?  .1  ynb 

"  -  '■  O’  '  i  '  '  ‘ 

i  •  ii'  y.  o.  rl  neni  oil  inolnj  fo  v1  liin^r-jv i.  ;*IV/  'yvib  oJ\ 

•  -  1  '  I  .  v  :  '=  1  •  '  .  ) 


STUART  LETTERS 


O  |9 

Judge  Duer  (about  the  instincts  of  the  masses  being  more  reliable 
than  the  wisdom  of  the  wisest )  was  admirable!  That  his  maimer  was 
perfectly  withering!  I  must  confess  I  felt  rather  sorry  lor  Judge 
Duer!  1  do  not  believe  he  would  have  said  anything  very  objection¬ 
able  if  he  had  been  permitted  to  finish  his  remarks,  but  it  was  pro¬ 
voking  to  have  an  old  man  like  him,  interrupted  by  such  a  miserable 
fellow  as  Dan  Sickles!  By  the  by,  the  address  of  Dr.  7 'yng1  on  the 
occasion  of  the  meeting  of  the  ladies,  was  quite  good!  ( >f  course  you 
read  it.  What  a  loss  to  the  country  is  that  ol  the  library  at  Washing¬ 
ton!  Such  a  valuable  collection  of  works  that  c  an  never  be  replaced! 

1  he  lire  occurred  to  at  an  unfortunate  time,  just  as  preparations 
were  being  made  for  the  reception  of  Kossuth! 

1  lave  you  noticed  the  account  of  the  loss  of  the  "May-Flower”  on 
the  Bakes.-'  \\  hat  a  pity!  It  was  the  handsomest  boat  plying  between 
Detroit  &:  Buffalo.  I  notice  loo  there  has  been  a  lire  in  Detroit  which 
consumed  the  Grand  Circus  Hotel,  with  two  buildings  adjoining. 
You  mention  in  yours  of  the  iHth.  (received  last  week)  some  mis¬ 
fortunes  of  Uncle  David’s:  Poor  old  man!  he  will  miss  his  watch, 
for  it  formed  his  only  diversion  to  take  it  out  of  his  poc  ket  a  bun¬ 
dled  times  a  day,  tell  us  what  time  it  was,  and  boasting  ol  the  in¬ 
fallibility  of  that  watch-that  it  was  always  right ,  and  all  other 
watches  were  always  wrong.  John  used  to  tell  him  he  would  lose  it. 
for  he  often  went  to  sleep,  holding  it  in  his  hand,  and  many  a  time 

has  he  dropped  it  without  knowing  it. - 1  hope  he  will  not  suc  ceed 

m  burning  up  the  house,  notwithstanding  all  his  elfoits  to  do  so. 
Oh,  how  melancholy  is  infirm,  decrepit  old  age! 

In  the  honest  Divorce  Case  1  do  not  read  the  proceedings  with 
much  attention,  but  I  occasionally  glance  hastily  over  them.  If  both 
husband  and  wife  are  so  anxious  for  a  divorce,  why  do  they  not  take 
it  by  mutual  agreement?  What  is  the  use  of  having  so  much  fuss 
about  it? 

Oh,  how  bitterly  cold  it  is!  Jack  Frost  is  really  trying  to  see  what 
he  can  do!  I  presume  he  laughs  heartily  to  see  us  poor  mortals  shiver 
and  squirm  when  he  pinches  us  up  so!  You  must  not  let  him  get  hold 
ol  that  poor  little  baby— for  he  might  make  sad  havoc  with  that 
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tender  plant.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  keep  comfortable,  lit  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  ordinary  cifect  of  cold,  I  am  sullering  in  another  way— 
a  way  entirely  new  and  strange  to  me!  1  have  the  rheumatism  in  my 
right  hand ,  so  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  I  can  use  it  at  all.  You 
will  now  know  why  my  writing  looks  so  much  like  "hen-scratching'' 
-  and  you  will  know  how  to  excuse  it. 

I  have  not  heard  from  Detroit  recently.  I  wrote  you  that  I  found 
a  letter  from  yout  Mother  on  my  return  from  Morristown— which 
letter  was  the  last.  1  hope  I  may  have  another  soon.  1  am  afraid  she 
has  a  great  trial  with  Uncle  David.  She  is  very  patient  and  self- 
sacrificing!  She  used  to  nurse  him  last  summer  with  the  greatest 
assiduity— confining  herself  to  his  room,  and  tending  him  like  a 
child.  Uncle  D.  thinks  there  is  no  one  like  her— and  he  is  right  too. 

Perhaps  you  will  be  surprised,  Kate,  to  be  told  that  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  cold,  and  all  other  hindrances,  I  walk  my  mile  every  morn¬ 
ing!  But  will  you  not  give  me  credit  for  some  energy?  1  can  assure 
you  it  requires  a  vast  deal,  but  John  has  written  and  Mother  has  said 
so  much  upon  the  importance  of  exercise,  that  1  attend  to  it  as  a 
duty.  I  only  wish  I  had  John  here  to  walk  with  me!  HoJ)C  on— hope 
ever— the  time  will  roll  around  for  him  to  return.  Oh,  how  earnestly 
I  do  pray  that  nothing  may  happen  to  prevent  it.  I  dream  of  him 
very  often,  and  last  night  I  thought  1  had  a  letter  from  Valparaiso. 
I  hope  he  is  sale! 

Love  to  all  your  children,  Kate,  and  kind  regards  to  your  good 
husband.  I  trust  he  has  entirely  recovered  from  his  cold  and  has  not 
caught  another. 

1  am  ashamed  to  send  you  this  letter,  but  lest  my  hand  may  grow 
worse,  disabling  me  from  writing  at  all,  I  will  despatch  it. 

I  loping  to  hear  from  you  soon, 

I  remain 

Your  affectionate  sister 
Lavinia. 


1  Stephen  lligginson  Tyng,  Rec  tor  of  St.  George’s  Church,  New  York  City. 
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STUART  LETTERS 


Dearest  Kate— 


Detroit,  Dec.  ay,  1851. 


Oh  what  heart  rending,  head  destroying  events  are  these  gloomy 
anniversaries!  I  he  past,  &  the  future  are  so  gloomy,  that  I  shrink 

101,1  1  u  ni  as  1  ,ulcl  somc  severe  physical  torture  to  endure. 

On  Christmas  day,  very  early,  before  I  was  out  of  my  room  the 
dear  children1  came  up.  I  gave  them  their  presents,  consisting  of 
cadi  a  Book,  a  Cornucopia-a  Mother  Goose  game  for  Marion-a 
(  issccted  map  of  spelling  for  Johny-a  dissected  picture  of  the  Crys¬ 
tal  Palace  for  Tomy-To  Dave  &  Sarah  $5.  each.  My  heart  was  tliank- 
ll,l»  to  havc  the  l0,i()le  to  myself.  Miss  Rockwell  spent  the  day 
out— all  the  Sevts.  had  the  day.—  Sarah  had  friends  to  dinner.— The 
Alexanders  did  not  come  up-so  that  Uncle  &  1,  had  the  whole  house 
to  out  . selves.—  My  most  constant  companions  were  my  absent  loved 
ones,  &  the  group  of  sainted  Spirits  from  the  other  world.  1  knew 
what  sorrow  your  heart  was  filled  with,  when  in  my  mind  1  would 
group  your  precious  ones  ruinaging  the  Stockings.  My  blessed,  my 
snatched  Angel’s-  sweet,  earnest  lace,  was  always  among  the  ring! 
her  eyes  sparkling  with  delight,  as  she  would  examine  one  alter 
anothci  of  her  presents,  Sc  Mary  too  with  hers,  were  with  me,  our 
sweet  beautiful  Tom3  hugging  his  Dog!  hateful  selfish  heart  would 
say,  \\  hy  weie  they  lent  for  so  short  a  time,  to  give  such  bitter  sor- 
1  °'v '  Instead  of  lifting  that  heart,  &  tearful  eye,  in  gratitude,  that 
such  sweet,  hi  ight,  lovely  ones,  had  been  among  the  man)  i  ieh  bless¬ 
ings,  w  ith  which  0111  Heavenly  Father  had  strewn  our  way,  ever 
since  we  had  a  blessing. 


Our  Anniversaries  thicken!  Oh  how  many  since  uSgb!  1  Yet,  with 
all  their  sorrow,  how  beneficial  they  are!  They  are  our  “Mile  Posts”, 
teaching  that  soon  we,  shall  have  one  erected  to  us!  May  God  give  us 
grace,  to  live  entirely  for  his  glory.  How  disappointed  I  am  that  you 
did  not  like  Ruthcrlord!  Oh  Kate  I  think  it  among  the  richest  treas¬ 
ures  I  have  ever  read.  1  am  very  much  profitted  in  reading  it,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  thorough  heart  searching,  God  honoring,  God  exalt¬ 
ing  works  1  have  ever  read.—  In  reading  I  think  he  desires  you  truly 
to  say,  ‘‘As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water  brook”  so  pants  my  soul 
to  love  to  Christ,  Christ  supremacy ,  wholly,  singly .—  Altho  1  cannot 
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STUART  LETTERS 


say  that  I  admire  the  language,  yet  I  doubt,  if  it  were  as  strong,  or 
spiritual  in  any  other  style.—  You  must  remember,  it  is  more  than 
Two  Hundred  Years,  since  it  was  written.—  I  am  hoping,  that  when 
it  is  linished,  /  shall  have  acquired  a  taste  for  the  Songs  ol  Solomon, 
a  Hook,  in  which  I  never  read  a  verse  (R:  I  may  as  well  speak  as  feel  it) 
a  Hook  which  I  perfectly  despised.—  Twice,  by  way  of  ascertaining 
why  1  had  these  feelings,  &:  if  it  were  not  a  something  I  should  mark 
as  against  my  being  a  Christian,  1  asked  two  intelligent,  heavenly 
minded,  Strong  Christians  how  they  liked  the  Hook.—  “Oh  it  was  a 
delightful  pat  t  of  the  Hible,  R:c.  went  on  expatiating  on  the  pci  let  tly 
heavenly  exposition  of  the  love  betwixt  Christ  Sc  his  Chh.—  Now  you 
see— 1  never  have ,  Sc  have  despaired  of  ever  having  such  views!  Yet 
the  Spirit  of  Cod  may,  if  I  earnestly  ask  it,  so  enlighten  my  soul,  that 
I  may  be  permitted  to  read  it  understandingly  R:  profitably.— 

Our  weather  has  been  intensely  cold,  came  suddenly,  closed  up 
rivers  R:  Lakes,  Sc  as  you  will  see  by  the  papers,  caused  vast  destruc¬ 
tion  of  property,  in  Steamers,  propellers  Sec.  We  have  eight  Mails 
due— but  I  believe  our  permanent  winter  arrangements  are  being 
made  when  we  shall  have  our  letters  regularly.  I  recieved  one  from 
Robert  from  Erie  just  before  Christmas,  which,  from  the  Postmark 
was  eight  days  coming!  1  le  asked  me  to  lend  him  §  i  r;o.  R:  to  tell  David 
that  “lie  wished  he  would  let  him  know  decidedly  whether  he  would 
go  to  N.Y.  with  him  R:c.  not  one  word  to  me  about  what  he  was  going 
for.—  1  sent  Robert  the  $  1 50.  R:  told  him,  that  David  reed,  that  yearly 
in  House  Rent,  &  that  I  should  give  it  to  him  yearly  if  1  could— that 
is  the  last  l  have  heard.— 

Our  Mails  have  come,  R:  with  them  my  letters  from  you  &  Mr. 
Raker’s— filled  with  kind  manifestations  of  his  attention  Sc  faithful¬ 
ness.—  1  am  glad  that  Lavinia  pd.  you  a  visit,  Sc  from  a  letter  from 
her,  I  find  that  it  was  a  delightful  one.  She  is  charmed  with  your 
home,  Sc  speaks  with  much  love  R:  interest  of  the  Children,  told  me 
of  Rcssie  at  the  Com.  season!!— I  hope  she  will  benefit  by  her  visit  in 
having  seen  the  many  calls  on  a  Mother. 

1  had  a  letter  from  John  Oct.  1 8th,  gives  an  act.  of  their  troubles 
R:c.  he  is  in  love  with  Mr.  Radford,  I  trust  that  it  may  continue  the 
cruize  out.— 
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Oh  No,  I  have  never  'seen  in  the  papers  the  death  of.  Mr.  Oi  illin.”5 
Need  I  say  that  deeply  does  my  heart  feel  for  his  poor  stricken  lonely 
w  ile/  lo  feel,  lo  know  all  the  bitterness,  loneliness,  utter  desolation 
ol  widowhood!  we  must  be  touched  in  like  manner!  with  him  she  has 
hiuied  every  earthly  hope  &:  joy— she  can  never,  never  again,  know 
( he  same  absorbing  sell-denying  ardent  love,  that  she  knew  for  him! 

1  liet  e  are  so  many  lies,  which  are  not  met  in  the  early  years  oi  mar- 
tied  lile,  which  will  make  her  the  more  deeply  feel  his  loss— that 
unchanging  care,  attention  &  soothing,  which  his  sufferings  called 
lor,  made  him  entirely  dependent  on  her,  cE  made  him  till  the  dearer 
to  het .  J)eat  gill,  what  can  be  said  to  her?  Nothing:  words  however 
tender  &  alicctionatc,  would  seem  like  insult.—  She  must  be  left  to 
heiscli.  Iheie  were  many  circumstances  ol  a  harrowing  nature 
attending  hei  hour  ol  agony — that  thrilling  procession— the  distance 
from  her,  to  which  they  will  carry  her  heart’s  dearest  love!  the  chill 
tli eai )  wnitei !  h is  lo\ cd  grave  to  be  covered  with  Snow !  her  imagina¬ 
tion  filled  with  every  gloomy  thought,  must  be  allowed  to  wear  itself 
out  until  she  can  look  from  Earth  to  Heaven,  where  alone  she  can 
hope  to  find  peace  oi  be  taught  the  sweet  lesson  ol  submission. 
Only  one  tiling  can  make  us  happy— a  heart  wholly  Christ’s.—  Often 
in  the  night  she  will  find  herself  trying  to  realize  the  crash-lie  dead? 
fc  I  live!  1*  oi  months — aye  lor  years  she  will  hnd  herself  go///g  to  no  ite 


to  him  thus,  or  tell  him  so!  May  God  comfort  her,  &  lead  her  to  Unu¬ 
sed  l.—  My  heart  is  lull  ol  love  &  sympathy  for  her,  twice  1  have  re¬ 
solved  I  would  write  to  her— but  have  given  up  the  thought.—  What 
could  I  say?  Not  one  word.—  When  you  see  her  beg  her  to  accept  of 
my  affectionate  regards  K:  heart’s  deepest  sympathy— the  same  for  her 
sorrowing  Mother,  who  of  course  is  plunged  into  deep  affliction,  with 
her  heart  broken  child.  Mrs.  G.  has  a  delightful  three  years  to  look 


back  upon,  filled  with  love,  devoted  attention,  &  1  suppose  never 
one  jar  from  the  day  they  married  until  he  died!  What,  a  blessed 
retrospection.—  Oh  that  every  wife  would,  when  she  feels  disposed 
to  fretfulness,  &  to  speak  unkindly,  remember,  soon,  oh  how  soon, 
we  must  part!!— 8c  perhaps  not  one  moment  in  which  one  may  say 
to  the  other,  remember  only  our  love,  but  forgive  all  the  undesira¬ 
bles.—  Remorse,  for  neglected  duties,  remembered  unkindnesses  &c. 
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.'v-c.  help  to  contribute  very  much  to  the  bitterness  of  widowhood.— 
1  must  stop  this  subject  or  I  shall  not  finish  my  letter. 

Poor  Mrs.  Lawrence  has  in  truth  again  lost  her  child.—  She  is  an 
alien ionate  heart.—  You  see  from  my  writing  that  1  have  your  letter 
before  me.  I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  blessed  “Loo  hoy”  looks  like 
your  lather,  L  how  selfish,  we  should  all  wish  him  to  look  like  the 
one  lor  whom  he  is  named.—  He  is  an  honored  child  in  havinii  two 

o 

sue  h  (.randlathers— that  may  he  only  be  like  either  must  be  our  hope 
&  constant  care. 

My  precious,  sweet  Eliza!  how  rejoiced  1  am  that  you  can  trace 
our  Angel0  one  in  her.—  Lavinia  says,  she  has  very  much  of  her  in 
her  actions.—  You  know  I  saw  it  when  1  was  there.—  God  loved  them 
both  too  much  to  leave  them  both,  Sc  the  fragile  one  he  gave  to 
angels’  care,  the  stronger  he  left  with  the  Christian  Mother  to  get 
ready,  against  the  time  when  he  should  want  her  to  go  up  higher  — 
Dear  Kate  she  would  have  been  overlooked,  that  transplanted  one 
was  our  worshiped  flower.— 

My  sweet  ever,  all  her  life,  good  Mary,  is  such  a  fine  scholar!  good 
daughter— &  lovely  character!  Grandmother  despairs  of  that  promise 
ever  being  fulfilled— of  being  to  me  eyes— ears— company— &  friend.— 
Now  I  come  with  a  new  petition,  give  me  Bessie.—  My  own  precious 
unfortunately  named  Bessie— how  she  would  gladden  my  heart.— 
Kiss  them  all  for  Grandmother  Sc  tell  them  G  Mother  cut  the  Night 
'Trousers  &  made  them  so  that  no  cold  could  touch  them  except  their 
little  noses— &  long  sleeves  keep  them  from  sucking  fingers— or  hands 
getting  cold.—  Servants  &  Bessie— cannot  breathe  the  same  atmos¬ 
phere*  with  impunity.  Do  send  her  by  Lavinia  to  me  in  the  Spring— 
Sc  you  know  no  servant  shall  ever  be  near  her.—  Now  dear  Kate  please 
answer  my  questions,  1  feel  neglected  when  they  are  not.  I  always 
keep  your  letters  beside  me  when  I  write  8c  write  accordingly. 

3rd  Jan.  Which  shall  I  send  you— Roman  or  English  Harp  Strings? 
Have  you  read  “Harp  on  the  Willows?  Now  for  your  kind  letter 
of  17th  ins.  reed,  last  night.—  I  am  glad  that  you  got  the  chk.  of 
Gotheals.—  Our  Mails  have  been  in  such  sad  disorder  that  I  feared 
you  would  never  get  it. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  you  arc  so  well  satisfied  with  Mary’s 
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School.—  What  a  sweet  promising  child  she  is!  She  will  be  our  joy 
&  comfort.—  Pray  for  her  early  conversion.  You  must  beep  to  your 
good  resolutions  about  Rosa.  Pray— Watch— do  not  hum  1101  become 
weary.— 

Are  you  terrified  at  the  length  ol  my  letter?  but  1  am  so  much 
interrupted,  that  I  am  determined  to  finish  today.—  1  am  glad  that 
Mr.  Loo  asserts  his  rights,  &  will  have  the  best  ol  cate.—  Keep  him 
in  your  sight,  that  is  your  work.—  Precious  Lamb,  1  am  rejoiced  that 
his  intelligent  face  reads  you  such  a  lesson.—  It  is  to  stimulate  you 
to  duty.—  It  is  not  his  home ,  only  his  schoolroom.—  I  believe  1  feel 
as  badly  about  your  Minister  as  you  do.7—  but  Kate  these  trials  are 
our  polishing  process  all  in  the  hands  of  our  precious  Maker.—  I  am 
glad  that  you  sung  in  the  Choir.—  Poor  Mr.  Richards,  if  he  has  been 
injured,  lie  could  not  have  been  without  the  permission  of  the  Ruler 
of  all.  “They  meant  it  for  evil  but  I  le  for  good.”  It  will  all  eventuate 
most  to  the  glory  ol  God,  &:  to  this  I  am  sure  you  are  unqualifiedly 
willing. 

Give  my  love  to  my  precious  Mary,  thank  her  for  protecting 
Grandmother’s  talent  for  Night  gown  cutting— K  I  truly  rejoice  in 
her  great  improvement  in  School.—  The  loss  of  Uncle’s  watch  was 
strange.—  He  is  well— but  his  mind  is  a  perfect  wreck,  we  have  moved 
his  bed  to  our  old  basement  Room,  so  that  he  is  under  John's  eye.— 
He  became  very  dangerous  about  fire  &  candle.  Always  speak  of  him 
&  Miss  Rockwell  in  your  letters.—  I  le  is  like  a  child,  he  wishes  to  be 
much  thought  of.— 

O  * 

Oh  I  am  thankful  that  that  treasure  has  arvd.8— but  you  must  not 
give  me  the  one,  in  which  her  sweet  face  was  shadowed.—  Keep  that 
yourself,  &  send  me  an  other— and  be  sure  to  send  one  back  to  Scot¬ 
land.—  Ask  Mary  Stuart  if  she  will  not  have  a  copy  of  that  one 
destroyed,  &  send  it  to  you  or  me,  R:  we  will  get  copies  from  them. 
I  can  get  it  done  &  pay  for  it,  which  will  pay  for  the  Scotch  copy.— 

Your  lb.  hath  surely  gained  10  lbs.  Well  done.  Many  daughters 
have  done  well,  but  thou  exceedest  them  all.—  I  believe  ‘‘the  hand 
of  the  diligent  made  rich  good  Peter  as  well  as  good  cow,  &  good 
Mistress.—  Teach  your  daughters  to  make  butter.—  1  am  disgusted 
with  useless  women.—  Now  I  believe  I  have  noticed  all  your  let- 
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l crs. —  Last  week  poor  Mrs.  Harbough  buried  her  sweet  little  engag¬ 
ing  daughter  i>8  months  old,  her  first  R:  only  one  after  five  boys— 
Scarlet  Fever.— 

On  Christinas  day  Mrs.  Dr.  Rice  was  buried.—  Congestion  of  the 
brain.—  It  is  feared  that  Eliza  Ilurlbut  must  die.—  She  has  been  ill 
four  months,  God  is  carrying  her  mother  through  a  fiery  furnace. 
Ilurlbut  no  better.—  I  believe  I  wrote  you  that  pecuniary  circum¬ 
stances  have  been  very  much  relieved  by  a  relative,  John  Schoolc  raft1' 
of  Albany,  Member  of  Congress.  He  is  a  noble  man  about  pi,  im¬ 
mensely  wealthy.—  They  are  engaged  to  be  married— would  have 
been  married  &  gone  to  Europe  in  the  Fall,  but  the  Mother 
objec  ted.—  1  fear  her  grave  will  be  her  change.—  Mrs.  Lyell’s  Mother 
is  dying  of  Cancer.—  She  seems  like  a  humble  Christian.—  Mrs.  Lyell 
sends  you  always  much  love.—  I  believe  I  have  written  everything 
I  know  of.— 

Sarah’s  Christmas  presents  were  the  most  elegant— Mosaic  pin 
sent  by  Lu  from  France  to  his  Sister  Miss  Cass  k  by  her  presented  to 
Sarah— a  very  handsome  fan,  A  Mrs.  Williams  a  pair  of  vases— John 
1  lunt— Victorine  &:  Gloves  David. 

Don’t  you  want  Mary’s  Muff?  If  you  do,  it  is  at  Uncle  Thorne’s.— 
Let  me  know  &  1  will  write  to  Emma,10  k  you  shall  have  it.—  1  will 
settle  with  Mary.—  I  meant  to  have  written  Mr.  b.  today  but  1  dare 
not  I  am  so  tired  1  am  afraid.—  Tomorrow  God  willing  I  will  do  it. 

I  find  that  1  write  on  occupied  paper  &  shall  send  it  just  as  it  is. 
With  love  from  youralft.  Mother  E.  E.  S. 

1  Duval's  children. 

-  "Funny”  Baker,  who  died  Feb.  15,  1851. 

•’<  "  l  oin”  Turner,  who  died  July  2,  1850. 

•1  Celia  Smart,  died  March  18,  i8p>,  8th  child  of  Robert  Stuart  and  E.F.S.  & 
William  Maynard  1st,  died  April  25,  183G,  7th  child  of  Robert  Stuart  &  F.E.S. 

r.  lx.  William  l’reston  Gridin,  U.S.N.-lutsband  of  Christine  Kean,  daughter  of  the 
second  Mrs.  Looe  Baker  by  Col.  Peter  Kean.  She  was  married  to  Lt.  Griflln  Feb.  8, 
18. |Q.  He  died  Dec.  4,  1851,  aged  38  years.  Mrs.  Griffin  was  the  stepsister  of  William 
Baker.  She  was  very  close  to  the  Baker  family,  and  was  known  to  the  children  as 
"Aunt  Tinie."  She  was  born  in  182G  and  died  in  1915. 

0  Little  "Fanny "-the  adored  little  fairylike  child,  who  danced  through  the  house, 
and  whose  tragic  death  by  scalding  Feb.  15,  1851  was  always  remembered  by  the 
family. 
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‘  Rcv-  Janies  Richards,  Pastor  Pu -.by tcrian  Church 
cjucstcd  to  resign  by  the  Session. 

h  1  ,ie  daguerreotype  of  little  "Fanny”  linker. 

•'  John  Lawrence  Schoolcraft  of  Albany,  N.Y.  Whig 
1819-1853. 


1  )ci .  18 17  April  1  IS y  1 .  Re- 
reprcsentalne  to  Congress 


10  Funna  Williams,  F.li/abeth  Stuart’s  first  cousin,  daughter 
Williams  k:  I'.uuna  Palmer,  Idizabeth  Stuart  s  aunt.  Kmma  Willi 
with  the  1  homes  in  Brooklyn,  and  was  greatly  beloved. 


of 

ams 


Daniel  (hi imby 
made  hei  home 


1852 

Detroit,  fan.  1  •>,  i8r,a 

My  Dear  Son-  J 

As  ^,,s  i-s  »ny  first  this  year,  Accept  for  yourself  and  all  yours,  my 
he.nl  s  loudest  wishes,  that  it,  with  many  succeeding  years,  may  be 
crowned  with  God’s  loving  kindness,  which  thus  far  has  followed 
you  all  your  life  through — 

1  hanks  at  e  but  weak  expressions  ol  t  he  hearts  gi  at  it  tide,  for  con- 
tin  nous  untiring  favors,  but  it  is  all  I  have  to  give  you  for  your  kind, 
your  affectionate,  faithful  attention  to  me— 

Our  Mails  have  been  in  a  most  deranged  state,  but  now  we  have 
the  piotnise  of  more  order —  1  here  has  been  some  quarrel  with  the 
Mail  Contractor,  so  that  1  believe  many  of  our  Mails  lay  in  Ohio, 
until  a  right  understanding  could  be  brought  about— 

1  he  precious  package  containing  the  speaking,  beautiful,  Da- 
guemd-of  our  Angel  Baby2-only  arrived  night  before  last-Oh,  it 
is  beautiful  Y  what  a  treasure  for  me!  Yet,  1  think  K.  should  have 
kept  the  original  for  herself-thcrc  is  a  sacredness  of  thought,  in 
looking  at  it,  that  we  are  looking  at  the  shadow  of  our  precious 
sainted  one  \\  lien  I  suffer  myself  to  dwell  upon  that  soul  harrow¬ 
ing  scene,  I  am  fit  for  nothing,  &  want  to  shut  myself  up  from  the 
sight  and  hearing  of  every  creature— 

Your  kind  letters,  too,  ol  25  &:  27th  tilt,  were  recieved  by  the  same 
Mail— I  can  readily  concieve  your  fatigue  of  mind  &:  body  on  Christ¬ 
mas  day— Yet  there  was  pleasure  in  it— 1  thought  of  you  the  whole  of 
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S  TV  A  11T  LET  Tims 


the  day-  Uncle  R:  I  sat  alone  the  whole  day— Servants  being  Catholics 
R:  Lutherans,  I  gave  them  the  day  R:  spent  it  in  retrospection—!  lind 
that  I  have  arrived  at  that  age,  which  only  lives  in  the  past— 

I  shall  never  again  recieve  company  on  ist  Jan.3  My  Bell  was 
covered,  so  only  cards  were  put  under  the  Stt.  door— hut  unex¬ 
pectedly  line  le  R:  young  A.  came  up,  R:  dined  with  me,  R:  went  round 
to  visit— 

This  letter  must  do  lor  you  Sc  Kate,  as  I  have  just  recieved  the 
manifestation  of  her  exertion  to  write  me— hy  it,  I  learn  that  the 
dear  children  are  all  getting  over  their  colds— 

1  can  see  great  kindness  in  our  lot  being  cast  so  far  from  each 
other,— My  earthly  ties  have  been  kindly  Sc  gently  severed,  so  as  to 
leave  me  no  excuse  for  clinging  to  Earth— were  I,  where  1  could,  like 
Mrs  States,  run  in  a  half  dozen  times  a  day,  those  little  garden  or 
grass  links  would  soon  strengthen  into  Iron,  and  chain  me  here— 
as  it  is,  1  catch  myself  looking  into  the  future  of  those  dear  children— 

I  am  glad  that  you  saw  the  Brooklyn  “partners”  in  person— It  is 
well  to  leave  them  without  excuse,  R:  may  be  the  means  ol  bringing 
about  a  better  stale  of  feeling— I  think  Jane1  throwing  in  her  interest 
with  mine,  R:  giving  you  Authority  to  act,  will  bring  things  about 
just  as  we  could  wish— 1  think  if  you  can  possibly  put  oil  touching 
N.York  property,  better  for  all—  There,  you  know  is  the  bone  ol 
contention  R:  I  dread  any  more  family  bickering— 

l  really  feel  sincerely  sorry  for  Nelly5— she  is  a  woman  of  deep 
feeling— R:  thoroughly  knows  the  right ,  but  will  the  wrong,  willingly, 
knowingly  pursue,  R:  a  more  hydra  beaded  monster,  she  need  not 
carry  about,  than  that,  which  she  is  compelled  to  do— She  can  lind 
no  extenuation,  for  her  folly,  to  call  if  by  its  mildest  name— I  have 
not  the  least  doubt,  that  your  visit  independent  of  business  Matters, 
brought  a  gloom  over  her  heart,  that  yet  disturbs  her— May  God 
pity  &  lead  her  to  himself— She  is  of  all  persons  I  know,  most 
wretched,  R :  might  be  otherwise— how  many  she  could  make  happy! 
if  in  no  other  way,  how  happy  this  would  make  her— 

I  noticed  that  caution  in  the  Gotheals8— I  suppose  they  do  not 
wish  to  be  identified  with  either  of  us  individually,  but  feel  bound 
to  do  toward  all  alike— 
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I  have  no  doubt  with  you-that  at  any  time  a  Mortgage  on  that 
property  could  be  sold-after  a  while,  Nelly  may  want  it— in  the 
meantime,  I  will  be  having  a  lookout  for  10  perel.  invesiment- 

n y  lhis  Mail>  1  wiI1  chk  for  $005  for  Mary  &  will  charge  it 

&  when  K-goes  to  the  City,  oh  do  beg  her  to  go  to  her  Uncle 
1  homes—1  lie  feels  bitterly  her  not  going  there— if  it  be  only  for 

an  hour— &  she  can  explain  satisfactorily  how  she  is  chained  at 
home— 

I  trust  with  you  that  the  Doc.8  may  be  sent  north  alter  an  other 
year— how  their  life  has  been  spent  in  the  Wilderness! 

We  too  have  had  most  bitterly  cold  weather,  and  a  great  deal  of 
snow— 

(  .i|H,  Van  Allen  and  wife  called  a  few  mornings  since— lie  says 
that  the  Mayflower  will  be  saved  &  ready  for  Sea  in  the  Spring"- 
he  says  he  lei L  very  much  111  opposition  to  his  judgement,  Imt  Mr 

Brooks  by  Telegraph  ordered  it— SL-  he  at  the  hand  of  life  and  prop- 
ci  ty  tried  to  obey— 

^  our  letter  of  3rd  111s.  dear  K.  is  just  recievcd,  9  days  from  Morris¬ 
town!!  It  makes  me  sad,  when  I  think  that  we  are  separated  by  an 
European  distance-1  sec  that  mine  have  been  long  on  the  route- 
as  you  had  not  reed  them— Never  think  me  ill— when  I  am,  I  shall 
always  let  you  know— You  know  there  are  days  when  it  is  best  that 
I  should  not  write— &:  then  I  sit  idle,  except  to  read— sometimes,  I 
think  this  infirmity  is  sent,  to  drive  me  to  consider  so  that  I  shall  be 
Jcft  without  excuse— My  early  life  was  rushed  through,  &  1  find  that 
my  propensity  is  the  same-I  am  left  without  excusc- 

I  am  glad  that  you  have  had  baby  vacillated— Mrs  1  fale  has  had  a 

child  on  the  verge  of  the  grave,  with  Small  Pox-8c  she,  with  vario¬ 
loid! 

My  blessed  Eliza,  to  he  so  tormented— Do  you  remember,  dear 
Kate,  when  our  precious  one  slept  with  me,  how  she  used  to  suffer 
in  the  same  manner?  I  hope  you  will  act  upon  your  dream— 

Your  husband's  love  of  Music,  &  gratification  he  has  always  mani¬ 
fested  111  yours,  should  he  incentive  enough— but  add  to  this  the 
remembrance  of  your  father’s  perfect  delight  in  it-for  he  ever  loved 

to  hear  you  sing  better  than  Mrs  Terry - &  the  assistance-company 

&  delight  that  it  will  ailord  your  children— what  a  happy/cheerful, 
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refined  home  it  will  make  for  your  children,  should  all  prompt  you 
to  determination,  to  practice- but  give  up  sewing,  k  hire  some  poor 
needy  one,  to  whom  it  will  be  benevolent  to  sew  for  you— Sewing 
broke  your  Aunt  Maria’s  constitution  k  what  is  the  end— a  lew 
Dolls  &  cents— Your  music  you  will  carry  into  Eternity  with  you- 
I  love  such  dreams,  they  are  instructive— 

1  .mi  rejoiced  that  my  precious  Mary  is  so  delighted  with  her 
Sc  hool  and  how  does  my  own  dear  Bessie  get  on?  Oh,  I  wish  you 
would  give  her  to  mc-I  find  that  I  am  cheated  out  of  Mary  fairly— 
and  I  consent— I  know  that  I  could  not  do  for  her  as  she  is  done 
lor— I  consider  their  father’s  influence  over  them  invaluable— May 
(»<>d  crown  your  united  efforts  with  success— I  see  my  precious  Eliza's 

pensive  lace  k  dark  eyes  looking  up  for  the  Key  that  locked  the 
Sugar— 


De  ar  K  Keep  your  children  from  nil  influence  but  your  own— 
d  they  must  be  attended  by  other  hands,  have  all  done  under  your 
own  eye- A  Mother  must  make  up  her  mind  to  be  a  Slave-they  are 
too  valuable  jewels  to  be  put  into  coarse  hands— 

Yonr  reasoning  about  Dave’s  California  jaunt,  is  precisely  my 
own— &  you  shall  know  how  I  am  met— he  will  sell  out,  the  remain¬ 
ing  term  o!  his  office,  $600,  leave  part  with  Sarah-After  he  arrives 
t  here.  Money  is  to  pour  in!  (I  suppose  thump  Aladin’s  Lamp)-when 
he  will  Irom  time  to  time,  supply  his  family  here— She  says— “Momy, 
I  shall  not  depend  on  that— Dave  wishes  me  to  go  to  Ann  arbor— 
1  will  not  do  it,  it  is  as  hard  to  live  there  as  liere-I  will  take  Joe 
da  1  kc  k  wile  k  John  1  E  to  board,  k  can  do  as  well  as  1  now  do” _ 


My  own  opinion  is  that  he  will  no  more  go  than  I  will— 

Poor  Aunt  Nelly,  is  a  fine  Pijeon10  for  the  Priests  to  pluck,  if  they 
would  only  pluck  her  gold  k  leave  her  soul,  but  oh,  what  darkness 


k  dispair,  are  they  making  for  her  in  return  for  her  gold! 

I  am  really  sorry  to  hear  of  wife  Boolger-She  is  an  excellent  in- 
dustiious  creature — no  doubt,  her  troubles  have  partly  arisen  from 
her  exertion— 


The  Alexanders  were  here  yesterday— came  up  to  Communion  in 
the  Scotch  Church— Young  A.  has  had  quite  a  severe  attack  of  Scar¬ 
let  Eevcr-k  has  altered  very  much— I  suspect  in  the  inner  Man,  as 
well  as  the  outer— he  has  shaved  off  his  imperial,  k  seemed  better 
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than  1  have  ever  seen  him— his  lather  says  that  lie  has  Kit  him  in 
the  Christian  walk,  lar,  far  behind,  he  prays  most  heavenly,  aye,  ha, 
liar,  yes,  hum  —a  tear  R:  silence— I  believe  they  are  decidedly  going 
to  Europe  in  the  Spring- 

Old  Unde  is  in  perfect  health,  fine  appetite,  but  in  body  &  mind 
almost  a  child— Most  part  of  the  time  he  needs  assistance  to  walk- 
then,  he  will  go  alone  to  the  Biddle  House  to  be  shaved.—  1  have 
moved  him  into  the  Basement  where  he  is  safer  &  more  comfortable 
-John  being  near  can  hear  every  move— he  loves  you,  Rate,  with  the 
ardor  of  youth— talks  very  much  of  you— 

Oil  yes,  I  have  read  R:  do  read,  with  perfect  disgust,  the  honest 
case— Truly  “Birds  of  a  feat  her”— What  awful  notoriety! 

1  am  as  proud  ol  your  Butter  operations  as  you  are.  1  tell  all  my 
friends  what  a  housekeeper,  our  poor  feeble,  inellicient  Rate  is  mak¬ 
ing— Sufficient  for  the  day  is  strength  given  us— I  have  long  since 
leai  tied,  that  “where  is  a  will,  there  is  always  a  way”— 

I  feel  as  you  do,  a  Man  being  a  Doctor,  gives  him  no  license  to 
touch  on  any  subject  any  other  Gentleman  may  not. 

Our  City  for  the  past  two  days  has  really  exhibited  an  universal 
gloom,  in  deep  sympathy  for  poor  Mrs  Hulbert— Her  Husband  in 
the  Asylum— her  eldest  Son  tit  home  out  of  employment,  and  her 
comfort,  her  strength  of  life,  the  pride  of  her  heart  &  delight  ol  her 
eyes— her  beautiful  sweet  amiable  Eliza  taken  from  her!"  nuclei  most 
painful  circumstances,  next  Aug.  she  was  to  have  been  married  to 
1  Ion.  John  Schoolcraft12— one  of  Nature’s  Noblemen,  who  has  been 
to  them  all— Father,  Brother  R:  Friend— worth  an  immense  fortune— 
&  seemed  only  to  live  to  gratify  poor  Eliza— But  God,  who  is  infinite 
Wisdom,  saw  R:  ordered  differently— R:  has  taken  her  to  himself— 
I  never  witnessed  deeper  nor  more  universal  sympathy— she  was  the 
most  perfectly  beautiful  corpse  I  ever  saw— She  seemed  like  Ala¬ 
baster— she  was  robed  as  a  Bride— purest  white  Swiss  Muslin— her 
hair  combed  as  she  wore  it  in  life— R:  her  whole  body  covered  with 
the  most  beautiful  white  R:  green  Bouquettes  I  ever  saw— You  know 
she  has  been  a  member  of  the  Church  ,j  years— about  a  week  before 
her  death,  her  exercises  of  mind  were  very  deep,  after  which  she 
became  peaceful— Her  poor  mother  seems  like  one  deranged— 
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I  ,o\'c  to  \ on  both  &:  a  kiss  lor  t lie  children — Kind  reinembcrerancc 
to  all  your  servants — Peter  Sc  wife — from 

Your  AIK  Mother  E.E.S. 

Did  Mary  tell  you,  how  she  had  sent  orders  to  me  that  l  must 
present  the  Austin  church  with  a  set  of  Communion  Silver!  She  is 
increasing  her  Etjuippagc— 

1  Daguerreotype— photograph  printed  by  a  process  invented  by  Daguerre. 

"  Little ‘Tan ny”. 

On  New  \cars  Day  it  was  the  custom  lor  the  ladies  of  the  household  to  he  at 
home.  C.entlemen  made  many  New  Year's  calls— official  ones  and  purely  social  ones. 
No  lady  made  a  New  Year’s  call. 

1  Jane  Sullivan  Ilaslett,  sister  of  E.E.S. 

•r>  Ellen  Sullivan  Coxc,  sister  of  E.E.S. 

Cotheals  was  the  agent  for  the  Sullivan  Estate. 

I  l)r.  R.  V.  W.  1  home,  husband  of  Maria  Sullivan. 

H  Dr.  Turner. 

0  Die  Steamship  Mayflower  went  ashore  18  miles  above  Erie,  December  ili,  1851. 
All  passengers  were  saved,  but  some  were  badly  frozen. 

l  he  Mayflower  was  built  by  the  Michigan  Central  ICR.  Co.  Captain  Henry  Van 
Allen,  who  commanded  her,  was  highly  respected,  lie  and  J.  W.  Brooks,  of  the  Michi¬ 
gan  Central  R.R.  Co.  exchanged  heated  letters  in  the  Detroit  "Advertiser'’  of  March 
tpih  &  a.] th,  185s  concerning  the  responsibility  of  the  wreck  of  the  Mayflower.  The 
Mayflower  was  salvaged,  repaired,  and  in  use  until  185.). 

lu  Aunt  Nelly— Ellen  Sullivan  Coxc,  sister  of  Elizabeth  Stuart.  Their  father,  John 
.Sullivan  had  been  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  but  all  the  daughters 
were  brought  up  as  Protestants.  Ellen  Ilaslett  Thorne  Samuel  remembers  being  told 
that  the  agreement  between  John  Sullivan,  who  was  a  Catholic,  and  his  wife, Mary 
Rainier,  who  was  a  Protestant,  was  that  their  sons  should  be  brought  up  as  Catholics 
ami  their  daughters  as  Protestants.  The  fact  that  Maria  and  Elizabeth  Sullivan  were 
both  pupils  at  the  Moravian  Seminary  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.  seems  to  confirm  this  plan. 

II  Eliza  Hulbert,  20  years  old,  died  in  Detroit  Jan.  6,  1852. 

>-  Hon.  John  Lawrence  Schoolcraft  of  Albany,  N.Y.  born  1 80  j .  Member  of  C011- 
gicss  1819-1853.  President  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Albany.  lie  may  have  been  a 
distant  cousin  of  Mrs.  IIulbeiL's.  Me  had  business  connections  in  Detroit. 


Dearest  Kale— 


Detroit,  Jan.  24,  1852 


Yesterday  I  mailed  a  kind  of  company  letter  to  you  Sc  Mr  Raker, 
&  1  RtH  going  to  try  to  keep  a  letter  on  hand  for  you,  not  being  able 
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STUART  LETTERS 


any  more  to  write  by  candle  light  k  much  interrupt  ion  by  day,  1  have 
lately  been  negligent  in  writing  specially  to  you— 

Today  Rev.  Mr  Hills  came  to  take  a  lease  of  the  Park  House  lor 
T  hree  Years,  at  $150  per  an.  R:  told  me,  that  last  night  a  Mrs  Bar- 
stow  “a  young  R;  beautiful  woman,  exceedingly  at  tractive,  died  with 
her  second  child”! !  There  is  something  very  gloomy  in  the  thought 
ol  two  young  Mothers  being  dead  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  way 
— R:  both  leaving  their  dear  infants  to  struggle  without  a  Mother’s 
love,  care  or  anxiety— 

I  believe  I  wrote  you  that  the  other  was  Milliscnt  Hunt,  wife  of 
a  Lawyer  by  the  name  of  Wells— 

T  here  is  a  very  pleasant  change  in  the  weather,  whic  h  seems  to 
invigorate  every  body— from  intensely  cold  to  soft,  delightful,  sun 
shiny  Winter  weather— 

Yesterday  I  visited  Mrs  Scot  (Mrs  Lyel’s  Mother)  she  is  a  beautiful 
manifestation  of  the  power  of  religion,  in  looking  calmly  at  death— 
She  truly  seems  like  one  waiting  for  a  conveyance  to  carry  her  on  a 
join  ney— she  looks  like  a  corpse  R:  believes  R:  feels  that  at  any  moment 
her  mandate  may  come— she  is  about  house— her  disease  is  a  bleeding 
cancer— 

From  all  I  hear  David  is  really  going  to  California— lie  has  never 
spoken  to  me  on  the  subject,  but  he  is  making  permanent  arrange¬ 
ments— I  am  not  sure  but  that  it  may  be  a  good  move— You  know, 
a  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own  Country— he  has 
never  been  beyond  N. York— his  Knowledge  of  Men  &  things  wry 
limited— besides  he  never  will  (while  here)  shake  oil  the  feeling,  that 
he  is  the  Boy,  Dave,  which  every  one  knew— Among  Strangers  he 
may  assume  a  manly  stand,  k  feeling  that  he  has  to  stand  alone,  wit h 
none  on  the  right  or  left  who  know  or  care  for  him,  may  prove  the 
means  of  establishing  a  character  which  he  ought  long  since  to  have 
formed— k  which  he  has  abundant  material  to  work  with— Sarah 
says  “she  is  not  afraid  (if  she  has  no  house  rent  to  pay)  but  that  she 
will  do  well  enough,  she  knows  Joe  Clarke  R:  wife  will  be  glad 
enough  to  board  with  her”— 8cc.  She  says,  that  Dave  will  not  be  set¬ 
tled  until  he  tries  it,  if  he  does  not  succeed,  he  can  but  come  back— 
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You  remember  Green,  who  married  Miss  Howard  after  an  ab¬ 
sent  e  in  Caliloi  ilia  of  3  years— he  is  returning  with  §50,000— this  has 
set  our  young  ones  all  agog— 

Have  you  got  your  bound  Vol.  of  Mothers  Magazine  for  V, o?— 
kull  your  numbers  for  ’5 1  ?  These  1  have  pd  for— &  shall  in  the  course 
of  the  week  pay  (in  advance)  for  ’52— 

Some  time  this  week  I  will  send  the  English  Harp  Strings— I  am, 
&  so  will  you  be,  disappointed  in  their  scantiness,  but  tis  better  than 
none— Oh,  do  not  give  up  your  Music— 

1  low  are  my  blessed  children  coming  on?  Does  Eliza  learn  verses? 
Does  she  say  those  three  sweet  prayers,  which  when  I  hear  recited, 
my  heart  throbs  as  it  I  had  gone  through  some  very  exciting  scene, 
8:  tears  will  come— 

1  have  a  little  Sab.  School  in  my  Bed  room  consisting  of  Robei  i1— 
Marion2— Johny3— Mr  Bacon's  little  Boy— and  a  second  Mary  in 
smartness— a  little  bound  girl  of  Mrs  Clarke’s— learns  just  as  Mary 
does— &  the  same  delight  in  Bible  instruction— 1  spend  my  Sabbath 
afternoons  very  pleasantly— We  only  have  meeting  Morning  8: 
Evening— 

Give  my  love  to  my  precious  little  group,  8:  a  Kiss  every  Night  & 
Morning,  &  always  say  to  Loo,  that  is  from  Grand  Ma— blessed  child, 
he  will  never  know  me— not  a  night  passes  that  I  do  not  lie  counting 
how  you  are  to  leave  your  house  &  servants,  8:  bring  all,  8:  give  me  a 
long  visit— You  must  “keep  up  a  thinking”  on  this  subject,  and  bring 
your  valuable  servants  with  you— for  sure  as  you  let  them  go— you 
will  not  easily  replace  them— 

Mr  Duflield  is  in  a  precarious  state  of  health— a  little  while  since 
one  of  his  feet  swelled  badly,  on  bandaging  it,  that  which  seemed 
swelling,  disappeared  from  the  foot  to  find  a  lodging  in  the  leg— 8: 
soon  manifested  itselt  throughout  his  whole  system— last  Sunday, 
with  deep  solemnity,  he  announced  from  the  Pulpit  that  his  '‘Physi¬ 
cian  had  requested  him  to  do  no  more  duty  for  two  weeks,  so  that 
I  (he)  shall  be  obliged  to  lay  on  my  oars,  or  perhaps  in  my  bed,  but 
God  willing  I  hope  to  be  able  to  address  you  in  three  weeks  from 
this  time” - All  that  we  thought  fat,  it  seems  is  Water!  His  family 
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do  not  seem  cast  down— they  say  it  is  common  with  men  of  his  age 
(58)— &  it  soon  passes— I  hope  it  may,  but  I  fear— What  a  truth— 
"I  am  not  come  to  send  peace,  but  a  Sword.” 

\  on  never  say  one  word  ol  the  Gondits1 * * 4 5 — I  hope  you  are  stdl 
I riends— I  believe  they  loved  you  R:  surely  you  can  agree  to  disagree— 
How  is  my  favorite  Mrs  McKinzie?  Always  remember  me  in  love 
to  them  all— R:  to  your  kind,  kind  friend,  Mrs  Stiies— R:  all  in  Bond 
Street— 

1  think  much  &  with  deep  sympathy  of  poor  Mrs  Grilliir'— twice 
I  seated  myself  to  write  to  her— only  to  assure  her  how  much  1  felt 
lor  her— But  the  thought  arose,  “What  can  I  say”— To  attempt  one- 
word  of  consolation— were  an  insult— her  only  consolation  is  dwell¬ 
ing  on  her  bereavement— how  devotedly  she  loved  him— &  how  much 
she  contributed  to  his  happiness  R:  comfort— 

My  earnest  R:  only  8c  unceasing  prayer  to  God  for  you  is,  my 
blessed  child,  That  God  will  make  you  as  a  polished  stone  in  his 
Temple  R:  give  you  wisdom  R:  grace  to  train  your  children  for  his 
service  on  earth,  R:  that  you  may  so  walk  before  your  family,  as  w  ill 
adorn  his  blessed  doctrines,  R:  win  souls  to  Christ  -that  at  last  you 
may  be  a  whole  family  in  1  leaven— 

With  love  to  you,  dearest  Kate,  from 

Your  Afft  Mother 

E.E.S. 


Did  Mrs  Morris  pay  you  that  visit? 

Kate,  you  know  Mary’s  is  a  new  Blk  Mull— she  left  it  at  Uncle 
Thorne’s  where  it  will  go  to  destruction— You  send  R;  get  it  8c  I  will 
give  her  a  new  one,  when  she  comes  home,  or  put  the  price  ol  that 
in  the  Big  Book— 8c  I  will  write  her  that  I  have  done  so— 

1  Robert  Stuart,  son  of  David,  born  June  27,  1 H  j 3. 

-  Marion  Stuart,  daughter  ol  David,  born  May  29,  1815. 

a  John  Stuart,  son  of  David,  born  Jan.  4,  18)7. 

1  The  Gondits  were  Episcopalians— ' High  Church— the  Bakers  were  Presbyterians. 

5  L.t.  William  Preston  Grilfin  had  died  Dec.  4,  18.71,  leaving  Mrs.  Grillin  a  widow 
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Dear  Sun- 


Jan.  28,  i  85a 


\  our  Kind  lavors  oi  1  2th  &  1  6th  reached  me  on  Saturday,  ol  course 
too  late  lor  you  to  get  the  Power  of  Attorney  in  time-Our  Mails 
have  been  out  ol  all  reason  irregular,  &  1  am  told  that  the  new 
Arrangement  is  going  to  make  our  correspondence  still  more  tedi¬ 
ous.  via  I  oledo,  Adrian,  &  C.R.R.1  I  sent  the  Power,  just  as  soon  as 
1  could  get  a  Notary,  and  one  who  is  appointed  to  take  the  same  for 


N. York— Ere  this  you  have  learned  from  my  letter— that  the  package 
pet  Express  was  three  weeks  on  the  way! 


I  he  llrooklyn  property-  is  to  do  with  as  if  it  were  your  own, 
you  will  fully  satisy  me— 

1  he  thought  of  Doc  going  olf  to  that  wilderness  world  is  distress¬ 
ing— Should  nlhcr  die,  what  a  home  for  those  dear  children!— & 
what  are  their  prospects,  for  life— they  have  no  means  of  education— 
Wish  1  dared  say  resign— but  I  have  not  strength  of  mind  enough  to 
take  it  upon  me— Doc:  has  been  shamefully  battered  about  it— 1 
would  nut  vend  the  Pianno— You  are  very  kind  to  have  taken  the 
trouble  with  the  Palmer  people  which  you  have— &  1  know  by  the 
names  they  are  my  mother’s  family— -They  were  all  Quakers  up  to 
my  grand  father,  who  always  wore  the  costume— (I  remember  him) 
but  he  married  a  “Canaanitish  woman”  which  broke  up  Quakerism 
—  Kate  made  a  Mistake— the  Robert  named  was  not  my  G. Father, 
but  Cheat  G. Father— he  married  an  English  woman  by  name  of 
Mary  Grey— Grand  Father’s  name  was  John— &  Married  Mary 
Arthur—  1  remember  well  Great  Aunt  Susan— Charity  &  Uncle 
Marmaduke— Annie  was  the  one  of  whom  K  has  often  heard,  Aunt 
Gcdney,  who  from  excitement  ol  the  Revolution  lost  her  senses— 
Robert  Palmer,  my  G.G. Father  married  an  cnglish  woman  by  the 
name  of  Grey  (perhaps  Mary)— I  remember  the  names  of  some  of 
their  children— &  personally  some— John,  my  G. Father,  I  distinctly 
remember,  also  1 1  is  brother  Marmaduke— I  remember  his  sister 
Susan— 'Fhe  names  of  Mary— Charity— &  Annie— are  familiar— Annie 
married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gedney— Susan— Abraham  Wright- 
All  were  Quakers  8c  dressed  in  the  Strictest  costume  of  their  Society 
—Robert  married  I  do  not  know  who— he  was  for  many  years  a 
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settled  Pres.  Minister  somewhere  in  W. Chester  County,  had  a  large 
iamily— some  ol  the  boys  live  at  Toledo— two  have  visited  ns  in  Del. 
I  think  Kate  must  remember  them— My  Grand  Fathers  children 
were 

Robert1 * 3  married  an  English  woman— name  not  known 

Mary,  married  John  Sullivan 

John,  man  ied  Sarah  1  hue 

Emma  married  Daniel  Quimby  Williams 

I  love,  S:  so  did  my  sister,  to  keep  family  records— When  she 
married1  on  leaving  home  she  copied  from  our  family  Bible,— 
Which  was  a  large  holland  one  with  Brass  Clasps,  part  of  out  family 
record— In  the  great  lire  of  N. York— 1  80.}— That  with  house  R:  every 
thing  in  it,  was  burned  up— 


Marv  Ilnyelhmst  horn  in  Wales  't 


Man  ied  in  West  Chester3 


in  ( iity  ol  New  Y01  k 


Mary  Jones  Sullivan,4  Born  City  N.York  April  1  j,  iyS| 


Married  R.V.W.T.  of  L.l. 


Eli/a  E.  Sullivan,  born  City  of  N.York  June  27,  1792, 


man  ied  R.  Stuart,  of  Scotland 


John  M.  Sullivan7  ) 

Ellen  Sullivan  born  Eeb.  1,  1798,  married  James  Sidney  Co\e,  Libia.8 
Ouinlin  M.  Sullivan9  born  Nov.  (i,  1801.  Dead 

Jane  T.  Sullivan10  born  Nov.  G,  1803  Married  John  llaslett,  Charleston” 


E.E.  Stuart 


1  The  Eric  &  Kalamazoo  R.R.  ran  from  Toledo  through  Adrian  R:  on  to  St.  Joseph 
where  a  connection  by  boat  was  made  to  Chicago. 

-  The  estate  in  Brooklyn  which  E.E.S.  inherited  after  her  mother’s  death. 

3  E.E.  Stuart  corrected  this  in  her  letter  of  Feb.  23,  1852  to  her  daughter  Kate  Baker. 

4  Mary  Jones  Sullivan,,  always  known  in  her  family  as  "Maria”  married  Richard 
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Van  ^V)(k  I  homo  in  First  Presbyterian  Church,  New  York  Nov.  »(>,  1803  by  Rev. 
Samuel  M  i  I  It  r. 

■’  1  loin  the  Records  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  New  York  City:  “March  2-5, 
1 758-Mai  1  ia^e  ol  John  Palmer,  Mariner,  and  Elizabeth  Arthur,  by  Rev.  David 
Uosiwic  k." 

Robert  Magee  Sullivan  died  Dec.  10,  1822. 

•  John  McCarthy  Sullivan,  died  Feb.  21,  18^3. 

s  1  lien  Sullivan  was  married  to  James  Sidney  Coxe,  U.S.N.  May  1  j,  1821  In  Rev. 
11.  F.  1  c  1 1 us,  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  in  New  York  City.  Ft.  James  Sidney  Coxe  died 
in  Charleston,  South  Carolina  June  ‘jo,  1822.  The  record  of  this  marriage  and  his 
death  are  in  pension  records  at  the  National  Archives. 

u  Ouintin  Milieu  Sullivan  was  born  Feb.  27,  1801  according  to  the  record  in  the 
Stuail  Bible.  I  he  date  Nov.  (ith  was  evidently  an  error  made  by  Elizabeth  Stuart  in 
copying,  lot  it  was  the  birthday  ol  Jane  Theresa  Sullivan.  Ouintin  Milieu  Sullivan 
died  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  Aug.  5,  1827. 

1,1  Jane  1  heresa  Sullivan.  The  date  for  her  birth  is  also  recorded  at  the .Mora\  i.in 
Seminaiy  R:  College  I01  Women  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.  where  she  was  a  student  in  1817. 


Detroit,  January  gist,  1 8 r, g . 

My  very  dear  Kate— 

1  need  not  tell  you  how  truly  I  was  rejoiced  at  the  reception  of 
your  kind  favor  of  20th  ins.  and  that  the  dear  children  were  once 
more  well,  &  Loo  baby  safely  through  the  vacillation— 

Mary  acts  madly,  instead  of  having  as  few  wants  as  possible,  she 
seems  to  sit  down  8c  invent  wants— Oh,  how  every  moment  ol  my 
life  1  am  made  to  see  the  tremendous  importance  of  a  Mother  draw¬ 
ing  all  her  instruction,  all  her  wisdom,  from  God!  for  every  word, 
action  8:  almost  look  of  hers,  impresses  that  immortal  wax,  which 
is  put  into  her  hands  to  mould  for  God— Now,  when  poor  Mary’s 
mind  8:  habits  were  forming—/  was  without  God  8c  without  hope  in 
the  world,  living  for  appearances  8c  selfishness— Sc  now  8c  then  poor 
Mary  is  caught  in  the  same  footsteps— I  sent  annually,  for  many 
things  which  1  might  have  done  without,  “but  then  they  were  gen¬ 
teel  8c  /  must  have  them"  8cc— Now  what  docs  she  want  of  a  new  hat? 
—or  anything— all  she  has  is  sufficient  8c  good  enough  for  Austin1— 
Sc  too  good  to  parade  before  Indians  8cc— 

I  very  much  fear  the  power  of  Attorney  will  not  reach  Mr  Baker 
in  time— I  was  detained  with  it  two  days,  8c  then  detention  in  mails 
make  it  very  doubtful— 
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1  am  sorry  to  hear  of  Mrs  Stiles  family  being-  ill,  but  1  am  happy 
to  learn  that  Morristown  agrees  better  with  them,  1  should  be  truly 
unhappy,  were  they  to  leave  your  Neighborhood  - 

I  l eel  sadly  about  your  Minister— would  you  or  Mr  B.  object  to 
uniting  with  the  Second  Chh?  It  is  much  nearer  your  residence— 
^  ()U1  children  are  in  its  School,  &  you  can  get  there  in  almost  all 
weather,  when  you  cannot  get  to  the  first-Eve.  Meetings  you  are 
now  entirely  deprived  of,  then  you  could  attend  thcm-I  had  hoped 
that  as  )ou  became  acquainted  with  Air  I  ownly-  you  would  love 
him  lor  his  spiritual  mindedness,  but  this  it  seems  is  a  failure!!  I 
would  not  complain  of  him  to  any  one— let  no  one  know  ol  your 
disappointment— I  fear  that  selfishness,  &  not  the  glory  ol  God,  had 
something  to  do  with  his  settlement— poor  human  Nature!  left  to 
itself,  what  a  weak  offensive  thing  it  is!! 

I  am  glad  you  invited  Mr  Ches.  &  Iown.-  together-Blessed  is  the 
peace  maker— 

\  ou  are  right  in  your  decission  about  Bessie— 

When  I  am  quite  well,  I  think  that  I  can  do  all  I  ever  did,  but 
it  is  not  long,  before  I  find  that  body  &  mind  are  too  weak  to  under¬ 
take  so  fearful  a  responsibility— 

Miss  Rockwell,  who  is  now  all  in  bed,  says  give  you  my  love  & 
a  kiss  to  deal  Bessie,  Sj  also  to  the  other  children — Bessie  must  never 
know  that  she  heard  one  word  of  the  church  scene— her  secret  of 
government,  is  love,  great  forbearance,  patience,  &  a  cultivated  & 
abiding  remembrance  that  they  are  only  children— She  certainly 
leaves  an  impress  upon  them,  that  I  think  I  can  immediately  tell, 
whether  they  have  been  her  pupils— &  you  are  right  as  regards 
influence— 

While  I  hope  for  improvement,  I  must  lament  that  poor  Dave’s 
dear  children  thus  far  have  been  too  much  under  N.York  educa¬ 
tion— 

Oh,  what  a  treacherous  heart  is  ours— I  catch  myself  looking  to 
the  finishing  of  R. Roads,  which  are  to  bring  facilities,  that  will  en¬ 
able  us  to  be  more  together!!  would  any  one  believe  that  /,  could 
ever  be  brought  to  think  of,  or  make  arrangements  for  the  morrow ! 

My  precious  Mary!  has  ever  been  a  good  discriet  obedient  child, 
no  trouble,  but  from  her  earliest  infancy  a  delight  &  companionable 
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— Should  she  be  spared  I  can  not  doubt,  but  that  she  will  early  enroll 
h e  1  sell  among'  the  followers  of  her  Savior— 8:  il  called  early,  site,  too, 
will  '  swell  the  throng”  8c  sing  the  song,  of  cherubs  rapturous 
st  rainV’ 

It  is  truly  for  us  a  sad  8c  gloomy  season— My  precious  angel 1  lives 
in  my  heart— When  I  retrace  the  horrid  scene  my  heart  is  sick,  8c  by 
trying,  I  can  trace  her  in  heaven,  always  looking  joyously  8c  amazed 
to  line!  hersell  in  such  a  beautiful  Sab.  School!— Oh,  my  blessed 
blessed  Kate,  there  are  sorrows  which  a  Stranger  meddlelh  not  with 
—but  we  must  not  dwell  on  them— look  at  our  uncounted  mercies, 
the  inexhaustable  loving  kindness,  of  our  Heavenly  Father— the 
precious  ones  left  to  you  to  train  for  Him— You  do  well  to  hold  them 
lightly— when  tee  least  expect  it,  the  Master  comes  8c  calls  lor  them— 
let  our  prayer  be,  that  we  be  so  sanctified,  that  tee  not  only  say,  Thy 
will  be  done,  but  feel  it  in  the  inmost  recesses  of  our  heart— It  is  a 
great  attainment,  Sc  can  be  attained ,  when  our  wills  are  swallowed 
up  in  Christ — Oh,  that  he  would  reign  supremely  over  all  our  house 
—that  early  he  would  seal  all  the  dear  children  lor  his  service  lieu: 
that  they  may  be  his  through  Eternity— 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Alex  wrote  you— his  illness  was  blest  to 
him— he  now  seems  like  a  prayerful  Christian  8c  for  the  first  time 
since  he  came  to  America  he  communed— his  father  says,  "he  puts 
me  to  the  blush— he  has  left  me  far  behind”  8cc— ol  this  1  am  very 
happy— Since  they  decided  on  going  home,  they  appear  like  diller- 
ent  men— They  are  social,  all  that  diffident,  strange  manner  is  gone— 

A  week  or  two  since— 1  took  (Jncle,  Bob,  Marion  8:  Johnny— with  a 
roasted  Turkey— a  Round  of  dianiede  Reef—  Onions— Cranberries— 
Apple  Pies  8:  Cranberry  Tarts,  8c  started  immediately  after  Break¬ 
fast,  arrived  there  about  i  o  8:  spent  the  day  until  4— Uncle  A  seemed 
rejoiced  enough  as  the  children  say,  "to  jump  out  of  himself”— I 
wish  you  could  have  seen  him  spin  round— he  gave  me  a  letter  to 
read  from  his  son  John— I  believe  the  first  he  has  recieved— well 
written  Sc  evidently  from  a  sensible  judicious  Man— He  thinks  il 
amusement  were  their  aim  in  America  it  is  about  time  that  Alex 
was  about  some  business— if  as  an  experiment  they  had  farmed— 
they  surely  might  know  they  would  never  make  farmers,  8:  better 
come  home— 
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I  understand  feelmgly  what  it  will  cost  you  to  resume  your  M  usic 
-but  it  is  another,  among  the  many  duties  you  are  called  upon  to 
discharge,  the  discharging  of  which  alone  will  yield  you  happiness- 
A  Christian  cannot,  nor  must  not  live  to  himself.  Your  dear  hus¬ 
band  preached  me  the  best  &  most  practical  lesson  upon  this  living, 
Godly  PrinciPlc  1  bad  ever  dreamed  of- We  would  love  in  the  bitter¬ 
ness  of  our  grief  to  sit  down,  &  suffer  nothing  (be  the  importance 
what  u  might)  to  wean  us  from  it,  until  it  would  become  so  fixed 
a  habit  (for  we  love  it)  as  to  make  us  cumberers  of  the  ground— And 
the  end?  The  talent  wrapped  in  a  napkin!!  Let  us  watch  against  this 
besetting  sin-Three  score  years  are  soon  past,  how  busily  should 
we  be  preparing  for  its  end! 

Kre  this  you  have  learned  all  about  Eliza  Hulbert-her  poor 
Mother  is  in  deep  distress— 

1  believe  I  wrote  you  fully  that  Mr  Duffield  for  a  few  Sabbaths, 
is  obliged  to  give  up  preaching— lie  has  the  dropsey!  Yet  they  hope 
that  Dr  Stuart  will  be  able  to  disperse  it — 

Da\e  Y  Sat  ah  send  love— he  is  decided  in  going  to  California— 
^  friends  think  as  he  is  so  bent  upon  it,  that  he  better  go— if  lie 
succeed  well ;  if  not,  he  can  but  come  home— 


Uncle  is  as  weak  as  an  infant,  but  his  health  is  excellent— his 
appetite  uncommon!— 

1  have  nothing  worth  communicating-I  live  so  secluded  that  I 
hear  nothing— 

My  love  to  my  precious  children,  with  a  Kiss-Oh,  make  Eliza  & 
Loo  believe  that  they  know  me,  by  incessantly  talking  to  them  of 
me— I  never  saw  my  Great  Grand  Mother,  &  yet  1  have  always  loved 
her  dearly,  from  hearing  Ma  talk  of  her— 

With  love  to  you  &  unceasing  prayer  that  you  may  grow  in  grace, 
&  adorn  the  doctrines  of  God  your  Savior— 


Am  Your  Affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 

1  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner,  Mary  Stuart  Turner’s  husband  was  stationed  at 
Austin,  Texas. 
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-  Rev.  John  I!  I'ownlcy,  who  became  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
I  )ec.  1 8 j  i . 

;1  Mi/abeth  Stuart  copied  this  verse  into  her  Bible;  “The  ocean  crossed 

To  join  the  throng 
And  swell  the  song 
Of  cherubs'  rapturous  strain.” 

1  was  scalded  to  death  Feb.  15,  1851  at  Morristown. 


Detroit,  Fcby.  g,  1 8r,g 

Dear  Son- 

Poor  Sarah  has  just  left  me,  after  having  told  me  all  their  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  future— Dave  is  to  sell  his  office  to  A.  T.  McRey- 
nolds  who  is  to  pay  Sarah  regularly  $50  per  month,  with  which  she 
tliinks  she  can  get  along  with  perfect  ease,  Sc  he  is  to  leave  next 
month-how  happy  for  us  that  future  is  so  wholly  shut  from  us— poor 
fellow,  my  heart  aches  for  him,  he  seems  perfectly  crushed— seems 
alone  in  the  world,  no  acquaintances,  no  friends,  all  alone.  Bar  Meet¬ 
ings— dinners— suppers  &c— but  he,  to  me  he  seems  heart  broken— 
I  scarcely  ever  sec  him— only  three  times  since  N. Years— 

Love  to  Kate  Sc  my  precious  children— with  much  to  yourself  from 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Just  one  year  tit  is  day,  my  precious  Kate,  since  I  entered  your 
happy,  joyous,  well  ordered  home!  And  just  one  year  tomorrow, 
since  our  hearts  went  out  in  delight,  when  our  sainted  Lamb  came 
in  with  her  sweet  smile  Sc  dancing  eye,  with  Muff  &  hood,  to  take  her 
leave  of  us  to  go  to  her  loved  Sab.  School,  through  cold  Sc  sleet  as  if 
she  had  a  presentiment,  that  it  was  to  be  her  last  earthly  Sabbath! 
The  retrospection  of  every  hour  of  that  last  solemn  momentous 
week,  always  makes  my  heart  throb  so  violently  that  a  sickness  comes 
over  me.  Sc  leaves  me  with  a  most  distressing  sensation  in  my  Brain, 
which  tears  do  not  relieve,  her  memory  always  produces  a  weeping 
time,  but  not  much  relief  to  my  heart— I  try  to  follow  to  the  “realms 
of  joy  Sc  bliss”  our  precious  Angel!  Sc  catch  glimpses  of  her  heavenly 
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employment,  blit  oh,  how  transitory!  “She  is  not  Sc  that  is  our  hearts 
sorrow.— 

^  esterday  8:  today  she  has  been  lorcibly  brought  to  my  thoughts — 
Mrs  Bacons  beautilul  little  Kate  is  just  the  age  that  our  precious 
one  was,  is  ill  with  some  raging  fever— The  night  before  last  all  night 
she  was  deranged—  You  can  immaginc  the  thrill  which  must  have 
run  through  lather  R:  Mother’s  whole  system,  when  in  the  dead  of 
the  night,  the  sweet  little  creatine  “started  upright  in  her  bed  & 
sang  loud  enough  to  be  heard  in  every  part  of  the  house,  &  the  tune 
most  accurately,  “  1  here  is  a  happy  Land,  far  lar  away’’— The  tears 
choked  his  utterance— After  she  had  sung  all  her  hymn— “she  lay 
incoherently  talking  of  Heaven— Savior— happy  land— What  an  in¬ 
centive  should  she  live,  for  her  mother  to  follow  up  i n si  i  net  ion  lor 
Eternity— She  is  like  our  blessed  one,  when  her  brother  studies 
aloud,  she  takes  her  scat  beside  him,  Sc  learns  every  thing  R:  as  fast 
as  he— sometimes  before  she  was  taken  ill,  his  mother  begun  the 
Book  of  Matthew  with  him,  in  order  to  teach  him  systematically  the 
history  of  Christ,  never  dreamed  that  her  little  bud  was  capable  of 
listening  to  what  she  thought  to  her  young  mind  was  like  Creek- 
hut  think  of  her,  among  her  delirious  thoughts,  she  commenced 
aloud  reciting  beginning  with  “Now,  the  birth  of  Christ  was  in  this 
wise”— I  doubt  if  the  Lamb  will  live— she  is  better  to  day  R:  complains 
much  of  her  head— Lent  treasures  to  point  us  to  Heaven  R-  teach  us 
the  nothingness  of  Earth— 

My  health  is  excellent,  as  is  all  at  Dave’s— he  I  believe  is  absolutely 
going  to  California— Uncle  is  as  feeble— Body  R:  mind— as  a  child— 
Appetite  Sc  spirits  excellent— 

Our  City  is  very  much  engaged  in  an  exhibition  of  line  arts,  in 
the  Firemen’s  Hall,  said  to  be  equal  to  any  thing  ever  seen  in  our 
Country—1 

I  am  really  afraid  that  Mr  Duffield  will  never  preach  again— he 
retired  from  the  Pulpit  for  three  weeks,  but  Dr  Stuart  says  that  he 
will  be  much  longer  confined  than  he  anticipated— I  believe  1  wrote 
you  that  his  symptoms  were  Dropsey. 

My  love  cR:  a  kiss  to  my  precious  lent  treasures,  hold  them  as  such. 
Sc  train  them  for  higher  services  than  Earth  affords— Do  the  children 
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gei  I roin  the  Tract  Society  the  “Childs  Newspaper”— If  not,  1  wish 
you  would  pay  lor  it,  beginning  Jan.  ist,  1852,  &  tell  them  they 
must  all  learn  for  Grand  Ma  that  “Morning  Hymn’ -The  only 
Eastern  Bill  I  have— &  it  is  after  Banking  hours— I  am  anxious  to 
have  the  children  recieve  the  paper— 

And  now,  dearest  Kate,  take  for  yourself,  Your  Mother’s  ardent 
love,  &  feeble,  wandering,  as  they  surely  are,  You  have  my  unceas- 
mg  ptayet,  that  your  life  may  be  hid  with  Christ  in  God,  that  you 
may  have  the  Spirit  of  Christ  or  (lie  says)-"!!7*?  are  none  of  his"— 
Solemn  uoids,  ti  tie,  K  learful  as  solemn!  Can  you  pray  lor  our  un¬ 
fortunate  pitiable  boys?  II  you  can,  pray  that  they  may  be  “clothed 
in  their  right  mind,  &  be  found  sitting  at  the  precious,  forbearing 
soul-loving,  Sin-hating  Savior— Farewell,  my  precious  child.,  from 

Your  Affec.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  I  hr  l'.xhibiiion  ol  Ail  at  1’ irtnu'ii’s  Hall— from  February  fj— March  <i,  18.',.;,  was 
iiolahli .  It  included  Old  Masters  as  well  as  modern  p;iintings,  engravings,  specimens 
ol  handiwork  and  objects  from  foreign  parts.  \  catalogue  of  the  exhibits  is  at  the 
button  1 1  ist  orica  l  Collection  at  Detroit. 


U.S.  Ship  Lexington,  at  Sea 
Febry.  3rd,  1 8511. 

Lat.  1 6°  North,  Long.  1  hj°  West 

My  dearest  Sister1 

Not  knowing  how  much  time  I  may  have  after  our  arrival  at  St. 
I'  rancisco  and  before  the  mail  for  the  U.  States  closes  to  write  letters 
and  being  anxious  that  you  should  hear  from  me  from  every  port,  I 
will  commence  a  letter  to  you  at  Sea,  although  I  have  but  little  to 
say.  We  sailed  from  Valparaiso  on  the  1st  of  Jany.  with  orders  to  sail 
1 01  St.  1*  rancisco  land  our  cargo  and  then  return  to  Valparaiso  where 
we  are  to  remain  five  days  and  then  sail  direct  for  New  York.  So  if 
we  are  not  detained  any  length  of  time  in  St.F.  we  confidently  expect 
to  be  in  New  York  (the  Capt.  says  by  the  1 5th  of  August)  but  I  think 
not  much  before  the  10th  or  15th  of  Sept.  Our  only  fear  is  that  there 
will  be  no  Store  house  ready  to  receive  our  Stores  and  we  may  be 
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detained,  although  it  is  not  probable  that  the  Dept,  would  send  us 
out  hcie  with  orders  to  return  as  soon  as  possible  and  not  have  a 
Store  house  ready.  We  have  had  a  delightful  passage  so  lar  with  the 
exception  of  some  10  or  15  days  of  very  hot  weather,  hut  we  have 
had  very  little  rain  and  our  nights  have  been  generally  cool  and 
pleasant,  good  nights  for  sleeping,  and  this  you  know  is  one  of  the 
comforts  I  know  how  to  enjoy. 

We  arc  all  very  happy  on  board.  Radford  has  not  changed  at  all, 
he  is  the  same  gentlemanly  officer  that  he  was  the  day  he  joined  the 
Ship.  We  are  all  very  fond  of  him. 

Oh  my  dear  Sister  how  disappointed  I  was  at  Valparaiso  at  not 
receiving  a  letter  from  Mother.  I  was  confident  that  nothing  but 
sickness  prevented  her  from  writing  and  so  I  learned  from  your 
letter.  I  do  not  suppose  that  from  the  time  I  returned  from  New 
York  to  Detroit  with  Mother  last  Spring  until  1  left  to  join  this  Ship 
that  I  had  six  hours  conversation  with  David.  If  he  saw  me  within 
a  hundred  feet  of  him  he  was  off  like  a  struck  Dolphin. 

1  was  not  much  surprised  to  hear  that  Mother  was  sick  after  her 
return  from  Morristown  for  Lib  wrote  me  that  Mother  was  to  start 
on  the  day  she  was  writing  to  me  to  go  home  with  Bob  and  Lllen  by- 
thc  trie  Rail  Road.  1  made  up  my  mind  at  once  that  she  would  be 
sick  for  the  ride  in  the  day  time  is  enough  to  kill  a  man  and  1  should 
suppose  that  a  person  of  Mother’s  age  starting  from  New  York  at  fi 
in  the  evening  and  riding  in  a  rail  Road  car  1  7  to  20  hours  would  be 
used  up  before  she  got  to  the  end  of  the  road.  1  should  ha\c  thought 
that  Bob  would  have  known  belter  than  to  have  attempted  to  have 
gone  by  that  road  when  he  knew  that  Mother  was  going  with  him. 
1  suppose  however  Mother  will  put  it  all  down  to  the  Salt  air,  but 
I  hope  a  quiet  winter  will  allow  her  to  regain  her  strength. 

It  is  Eight  oclock  and  it  is  my  first  watch  so  1  must  close  for  the 
present.  Good  night  my  dearest  Sister.  Always  give  my  love  and  a 
kiss  to  each  of  the  children,  do  not  let  them  forget  their  uncle  John. 
I  suppose  Master  Loo  will  be  quite  astonished  when  lie  meets  my 
large  whiskers  for  the  first  time. 

Febry.  10th.  We  have  lost  our  trade  winds  in  Lat.  26°  N.  and 
Long.  1  2 70  W.  and  now  there  is  every  appearance  of  a  blow  from 
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(lie  South  East  which  will  help  us  along  very  much  and  we  may  yet 
make  a  short  passage.  We  all  expect  to  get  letters  in  St.  Francisco, 
so  ol  course  we  are  anxious  to  get  up  there  as  soon  as  possible.  I  hope 
none  ol  us  will  be  disappointed. 

Kby.  15th.  It  is  just  one  year  today  my  precious  Sister  since  our 
dear  little  Fan”  was  taken  from  us.  It  is  a  little  strange  that  last 
night  I  had  a  long  dream.  I  was  in  the  woods  and  had  lost  my  way 
and  the  dear  little  thing  was  with  me,  I  could  see  her  so  plainly. 
I  oday  she  has  been  in  my  mind  all  the  time. 

Our  wind  today  is  light  and  we  are  all  down  in  the  mouth  for 
yesterday  we  all  expected  to  get  in  tomorrow  or  next  day,  but  now 
we  give  up  and  appear  not  to  care  when  we  do  get  in.  We  saw  the 
lust  sail  today  that  we  have  seen  since  we  left  Valparaiso.  She  was 
one  ol  the  fine  clipper  ships.  She  was  about  ten  miles  off,  but  she  was 
going  at  the  rate  ol  some  4  or  5  miles  an  hour  and  our  old  tub  was 
going  about  1  ‘A,  and  not  quite  that.  It  is  disgusting,  but  it  is  my 
1  nek ,  1  have  never  sailed  but  in  one  last  ship,  but  we  have  one  com¬ 
fort  and  that  is  that  we  will  ride  out  a  gale  of  wind  better  than  the 
fastest  clipper  ship  that  can  be  built,  we  are  slow  but  sure.  Good 
night  my  dear  Sister. 

Feby.  it  1  st.  Three  or  four  days  since  we  were  only  1 50  miles  from 
our  port  but  today  finds  us  over  two  hundred.  We  have  just  got 
through  with  a  violent  gale  of  wind  which  is  very  uncommon  on  this 
coast  but  when  they  do  come  they  come  good  and  strong.  Notv  that 
it  is  all  over  we  are  glad  that  we  have  had  a  gale,  for  although  we  had 
several  on  our  passage  from  New  York  to  Valparaiso,  and  our  ship 
did  well,  we  were  a  little  afraid  that  she  would  not  be  so  comfortable 
when  she  was  lighter,  but  we  find  that  light  or  heavy  she  is  a  fine  sea 
boat,  so  we  have  no  fear  of  her  on  our  return  home.  This  evening 
we  have  a  light  fair  wind,  but  no  one  pretends  to  say  when  they  ex¬ 
pect  to  get  in,  so  good  night  my  dearest  Sister,  I  will  keep  the  rest 
of  this  page  to  let  you  know  at  what  hour  and  what  day  we  anchor 
at  St.  Francisco.  Love  to  all. 

Febry.  25th.  Yesterday  morning  we  saw  one  of  the  St.  Francisco 
Mail  Steamers  bound  to  Pannana  and  all  were  sorry  that  we  had  not 
been  in  port  that  she  might  have  had  our  letters  on  board.  This 
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morning  at  day  light  we  made  the  land  of  Monterey  which  is  about 
70  miles  south  of  St.  Francisco,  it  will  take  us  two  days  to  beat  up 
against  the  head  wind  and  current,  so  I  think  there  is  but  little  doubt 
but  that  we  will  be  in  in  two  days. 

Sunday  39th.  We  got  in  last  night  at  ten  oclock  and  arc  at  anchor 
some  ten  miles  Irom  St.  Irancisco.  Our  boat  is  going  over  town  in  a 
lew  moments  to  take  our  letters  and  bring  (I  hope)  some  back  for  us. 
1  must  close.  I  suppose  we  will  be  here  about  a  month.  Good  bye 
my  dearest  Sister,  love  to  all  and  accept  much  from  your  allect  innate 
Brother, 

John. 

1  Letter  written  to  Kate  Stuart  Baker. 

“  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  and  his  wife,  Ellen  Cait  ns  Stuail. 


Detroit,  Fcby  10,  1  Sr,it 

Dear  Son— 

Devi  Cook  was  here  this  morning,  wanting  a  Loan  of  Sp>oo— 
Fearing  that  I  did  not  understand  it,  1  requested  him  to  put  all  down 
in  writing— Masonic  Society  have  reared  an  elegant  building  op¬ 
posite  Bk  of  Michigan  (obliquely)— They  want  $3000  for  live  years 
at  1  o  pret,  payable  Semi  Annually  called  excellent— 

Charles  A.  Trowbridge  has  built  on  a  Lot,  or  Dots,  on  Atwater 
Street,  a  large  handsome  Store,  into  which  he  means  to  move  his 
store;  he  wishes  $4000  same  terms— 

Me  Reynolds,  our  old  identical  Man,  wishes  $3000  on  many  Acres 
of  Dand  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  old  Orphan  Asylum— same 
terms— 

Now  from  two  thirds  of  these,  there  is  a  plausible  appearance  of 
a  probability  of  regularly  rccieving  the  Interest— 1  think  Cook  is  a 
good  honest  man— but  I  fear  there  will  be  trouble  in  the  interest— 
It  I  understand  the  position  aright,  some  time  since  when  Mr  Gillet 
&  his  friends  thought  him  rich— her  brother,  a  Mr  Stead  from  R. 
Island,  bought  this  undivided  half— of  Whiter  Dots  100  feet  in  front 
running  back  to  Woodbridge  Street  just  behind  Michigan  Exchange 
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-  I. aid)  Mr  Ciillci  lias  failed— her  brother  in  R. Island  has  felt  a  pres- 
sme  I roin  the  times,  lie  is  a  manufacturer,  writes  to  his  sister,  Mrs 
('diet,  il  she  can  on  this  " valuable  property,  which  now  rents  for 
SSoo,  lie  will  make  out  the  deeds  to  her,  or  to  whoever  lends  the 
Money"— I  asked  him  to  whom  I  must  look  for  the  Interest?  lie 
said  that  he  would  see  that  all  is  right— Now,  if  it  should  not  be 
regularly  pel— here  tomes  a  painful  sorrowful  scene—' Two  women 
members  ol  the  same  Chh— One  puts  her  hand  on  the  throat  ol  the 
other  Sc  exclaims  "l’ay  me  what  thou  owest”— But  woe  be  to  one  who 
would  be  so  cruel,  as  to  foreclose  the  Mortgage  &  perhaps  have  the 
property  at  a  great  sacrifice— 

1  he  moment  I  get  from  Cook  an  intelligent  statement,  1  will  send 
it— 

Day  alter  day  I  am  made,  from  circumstances  to  fully  appreciate 
Southey’s  Curse  ol  Kehammah1— l)o  you  remember  he  says,  “Curses 
like  little  chickens  come  home  to  roost”— Within  the  last  month  I 
think  David  has  appeared  the  most  perfectly  wretched  of  all  human 
Beings— bur  none  can  tell  Why— he  shuns  Society,  &  spends  his  days 

sot  rowing - When  we,  his  father  &  I,  were  just  where  he  is,  a  hard 

feeling,  a  murmuring  arose  in  my  heart  against  my  Mother’s  policy, 
saying  il  Ma  would  now  give  il  to  us,  we  should  be  benefitted— but 
if  she  lives  any  time,  we  may  sulfer,  Sc  when  it  comes  it  will  be  too 
late  to  comfort  us,  Sc  so— by  practicing  skill  or  self-denyal  Sc  economy 
we  struggled— through— You  have  heard,  Dear  Son,  how  a  partner 
whom  he  trusted,  launched  out  in  the  W.  India  business  S:  lost  all— 

Now,  1  have  thought  Sc  I  beg  you  to  advise  frankly— To  make  an 
honest  Sc  equal  division  of  the  income  every  year  instead  of  putting 
out  any  more  except  that  which  is  coming  from  my  Father,  which 
I  shall  invest,  but  divide  every  dollar  of  the  income  from  that  as 
well  as  the  other— It  will  relieve  me  from  immense  care  R:  anxiety— 
Sc  when  I  am  gone,  the  division  will  be  equal— 

Let  me  know  what  you  think,  Sc  never  fear  that  I  will  quote  your 
counsel,  let  it  terminate  as  it  may— 

My  love  to  K— Sc  the  children— I  cannot  write,  my  head  aches.  Sc 
chills  are  running  over  me  Sc  pain  in  all  my  bones— I  suppose  it  is 
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tlic  influenza  prevailing  here— I  have  wondered  at  my  escape  lor  so 
long  a  time— 

With  love  to  you,  from 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Robert  Southey’s  poem  "The  Curse  of  Kchann.” 


Detroit,  Eeb.  i  7,  1 852 

My  own  dearest  Kate— 

A\  hen  my  heart  &  head  throb  violently,  with  sorrow,  care,  doubts, 
&c,  Money  wotdd  be  no  value  i(  I  could  be  transported  to  Morris¬ 
town,  &  set  down  between  you  &  Mr  liakcr— When  your  father  died, 
a  very  few  years  seemed  to  me  left  for  inc-I  know  that  il  he  lived 
till  he  weie  ninety,  to  divide  Ins  income  with  lus  family,  "would 
lorm  no  part  of  his  arrangements-when  he  made  that  will,  his  senses 
were  perfect— his  income  was  not  nearly  what  it  has  become— yet  as 
it  was,  he  never  would  have  left  such  power  in  my  hands  had  he  not 
belic\ ed,  the  deposite  was  sacred,  that  I  would  not,  111  the  slightest, 
change  my  way  of  living,  except  to  lessen  expenses,  for  of  course,  all 
things  by  his  absence,  necessarily  changed-I  thought  that  nothing 
on  Earth  could  make  me  do,  what  I  thought  he  would  disapprove— 
he  saw,  Sc  knew,  David’s  improvidence— he  saw  John  Sc  R’s,  position 
—there  was  no  hope  for  their  children  except  through  him— No,  the 
property  accumulating  would  in  time  answer  his  expectations— but 
I  may  live  to  be  Eighty— in  view  of  this,  after  an  exciting  talk  with 
David,  made  me  hastily  say  1  would  divide  the  income— (always 
keeping  a  portion  for  taxes)  between  the  whole— Your  Christian 
character  makes  yo/tr  Mother  look  to  you,  hoping  that  your  husband 
will  aid  you  with  his  council,  to  say  to  me  honestly,  Am  I  right  or 
wrong?  1  tell  you  frankly,  1  feel  as  if  1  am  stealing  in  doing  it.  Speak 
fearlessly  to  me— that  my  mind  may  get  rest— I  care  not  for  the  trash 
—if  I  know  my  heart,  God  knows  1  have  but  one  earthly  interest,  i.e. 
my  children— Do  all  I  can,  neither  David  nor  Robert  will  be  bene- 
fitted,  for  if  they  had  $5000  a  year,  they  would  be  as  they  are,  but 
it  is  theirs  Sc  if  it  be  right,  I  am  willing  to  subscribe  it— I  consider 
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every  Dollar  from  my  fathers  Estate  your  fathers— &  would  never 
dare  separate  it— Now  if  he  were  living,  you  know  Sc  I  knots',  that 
il  1  were  to  suggest  dividing  My  interest  among  you  all,  he  would 
agree— it  would  only  be  pin  money— 

I  lay  my  whole  heart  open— do  so,  likewise— I  thought  it  was  worth 
the  experiment,  only  say  year  by  year— S:  if  they  are  not  benefit  led 
by  it,  stop  the  experiment  Sc  go  on  investing. 

I  cannot  write  any  more,  1  am  too  nervus— I  have  had  a  sorrow- 
ltd  week— 14— 15— iG1— will  ever  be  to  me  days  of  bitterness— not 
rebel  ion— I  would  not  change  an  incident— to  weep  for  a  glorified 
child  are  tears  ol  joy!  Tis  Earth,  earth,  hateful  cumbring-scparat- 
ing  earth,  that  bring  the  worm  wood  Sc  the  Gall- 

Love  to  Mr  11  S:  to  my  blessed  children— a  kiss  for  each— 

Lavinia’s  dear  liabc-  will  of  course  be  named  for  her  mother  S: 
then  we  shall  have  that  sweet  name  among  us  again,  Sc  you  Sc  I  can 
never  be  called  on  to  speak  it,  but  in  love,  no  reproof— no  harshness 
will  ever  reign  in  our  hearts,  or  sit  on  our  lips,  when  we  call  it— 
Sc  only  we  (family)  shall  call  her  “Fan”— her  other  name  shall  be 
Ameda— her  Mother’s  name— ‘‘Francis  Ameda ”3  So,  the  name  is 
given  to  us,  we  do  not  give  it— Sc  our  sainted  one  remains  just  as  it 
was,— 

Oh,  my  blessed  Kate,  I  oidy  ask,  I  long  for  a  living  faith  which  is 
substance,  Sc  then  1  too  with  David  would  say,  “Oh  that  1  could  ilee 
away  Sc  be  at  rest” 

Uncle  is  very  feeble,  but  in  good  health  as  regards  appetite  Sc 
spirits— 

Miss  Rockwell  always  begs  to  be  remembered  to  you— in  love  with 
prayer  that  God’s  richest  blessing  may  rest  on  You  Sc  Yours— 

Your  Affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 

Read,  Sc  I  am  sure  will  love  it,  in  Rutherford— Page  383,  Let.  242 
—I  want  to  teach  you  to  love  him— 

1  Little  "Fanny”  Baker  died  Feb.  15,  1851. 

-  John  &  Lavinia  Stuart’s  child,  Fanny  Ella,  born  Feb.  1,  1852  at  Port  Richmond, 
Staten  Island,  N.Y. 
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I.avinia  Held  Stun rt  s  mothci  s  name  was  !■  ranees  Alnu'da  Held.  Her  sister  was 
also  named  Fiances  /Mined. t  Held.  She  had  another  sister,  Klla  Field,  whose  name  was 
t  hose n  for  the  middle  name  of  little  Fanny  Klla  Stuart. 


Detroit,  Feb.  l*o,  i  852 

My  dearest  Kate— 

\esterday  (your  lather’s  birthday)  I  had  determined  to  write  to 
you  &  Mary— but  1  was  early,  K  continuously,  through  the  day  inter¬ 
rupted  by  company— 8c  the  children.  Dave  8c  Sarah,  were  both  sick 
in  bed  with  the  prevailing  influenza— they  are  both  better  today— 
Sara  is  up— 

It  is  seventeen  days  since  your  last  letter  (every  line  ol  which  sunk 
into  my  heart)  was  written— 1  do  not  wonder  at  your  sadness  of  heart, 
tit  the  very  name  of  February— to  me  loo  it  is  a  gloomy  month— Sc 
when  I  saw  laces  lighted  up  while  talking  ol  valentines,  See  1  could 
not  but  repeat,  “Every  heart  knoweth  its  own  sorrow,  a  stranger 
medleth  not  with  it” — 

Your  state  of  mind  relative  to  your  precious  lent  treasures,  is  from 
God— Cherish,  it,  live  for  it,  &  they  will  assuredly  be  1  Iis— Earth’s 
richest  gift,  is  a  pious  parentage— how  bittei  ly  1  lament,  Sc  sutler  for 
this  want  in  my  own  children— and  ever  when  l  pray  for  them,  this 
is  my  plea— 1  .ol  d,  when  their  characters  were  rel  ieving  their  impress, 
they  were  truly  without  lather,  or  Mother,  and  altho  in  the  “days  of 
our  ignorance  God  winks  at  our  Sins"—  Yet  the  tremendous  michief 
done  in  those  days  follow  to  ages  unborn!  This  is  the  soul  harrowing 
reflection— “Pray  daily  with  Sc  for  your  children”  -this  vow  is  regis¬ 
tered  in  1  leaven— Here*,  we  shall  never  know  the  worth  of  Prayer, 
because  so  much  depends  on  faith,  but  how  we  shall  wonder  at  our 
darkness,  when  in  Eternity  we  shall  understand  its  weight. 

I  am  rejoiced  that  you  found  Living  or  Dead  so  profitable— and 
so  you  will  Rutherford— I  am  now  reading  the  Memoirs  ol  Chal¬ 
mers,  if  I  find  it  profitable  (which  I  suspect  it  is  very)  I  shall  send  it 
to  you— He  preached  a  long  time  before  his  conversion— his  battle 
with  his  inner  Man  is  a  good  deal  like  the  wanderings  in  the  wilder- 
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ness— What  a  hateful  thing  prejudice  is!  Since  I  learned  that  Miss 
Lyons  Memoirs  were  to  be  compiled  by  Miss  White,1  I  lost  my 
interest  in  the  Hook— 

\our  remarks  upon  the  Ch.  subscription  were  correct— 1  suspect 
iL  is  done  lor  the  present— I  he  starters  of  the  Enterpri/e  were  Chand- 
lct  Joy  1  lttman  Earned — White  L-  Walker — the  three  former 
have  retired,  L  have  now  started  a  new  enterprise,  one  on  Ft.  Street, 
where  they  hold  property— 

Your  blessed  Mary  will  be  a  Christian— I  think  she  is  too  young 
to  be  spoken  to  of  the  office  of  the  Spirit  in  conversion— love  to 
Christ,  &:  a  desire  lrom  this  love,  because  he  so  loved  her,  to  do  every 
thing  with  an  eye  to  his  approval,  &  acceptance  is  a  way  that  her 
young  mind  can  grasp— 1  came  to  this  conclusion,  by  reading  re¬ 
marks  ol  Missionaries  from  among  all  (1  believe)  Heathen  nations  - 
they  can  never  find  a  word  to  convey  to  their  people  an  accurate  idea 
ol  the  Holy  Spirit— Now  il  this  were  necessary,  God  would  have  pro¬ 
vided  lor  it— Milk  lor  Babes— Let  her  young  soft  heart  burn  with 


love  to  Christ— “because  he  is  so  very  kind  to  (me)  her”— cultivate 
a  tender  conscience— &  the  held  will  soon  be  ready  for  the  Baptism  of 
the  1  loly  Spirit— Do  you  remember  when  some  of  the  Desciples  had 
walked  with  Christ  many  days  they  were  asked  “Have  ye  recieved 
the  Holy  Ghost?— They  answered  "We  have  not  as  much  as  heard 
o!  a  1  loly  Ghost"  &  so  /  think  children  should  be  led  to,  &:  confirmed 


in,  love  lor  Christ— Oh,  how  fully  1  enter  into  the  feeling  ol  singing 
through  "When  lirst  I  slipped  my  leading  Strings.” 

I  believe  1  wrote  you  that  when  Mrs  Clarke  left  for  Havana  her 
little  girl  was  left  here— she  is  just  Mary’s  age— an  uncommonly 
bright  child— I  make  her  sit  on  her  little  cushion  beside  me  &  sing 
over  Sc  over,  "Ye  infants  sing”,  "There  is  a  happy  Land”— "I  think 
when  I  hear”,  S:c  until  1  catch  myself  crying  Sc  living  over  again  the- 
days  of  our  delight  Sc  bitterness— 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  Baby’s  ear  ache— I  care  not  what  the  Doc. 
says— I  would  not  put  Laudnum  in  it— if  you  watch  him,  the  first 
intimation.  Roast  Onions— take  the  heart  out  Sc  put  in  both  ears  Sc 
with  the  soft  outside,  as  warm  as  your  neck  will  bear  it— bind  up  the 
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outside  ol  both  cars— It  gives  quick  relief — Sc  110  danger  of  paralysis 
ol  the  nerves-  Oh,  do  not  use  Laudmini— I  trust  out  sweet  Eliza  is 
not  going  to  have  an  other  siege.— 

C»ive  my  love  to  dear  Bessie  8:  tell  her  how  rejoiced  1  am  to  hear 
that  she  is  such  a  dear  good  little  girl— She  must  kiss  Mary  &  say, 
there  Grand  Mother  sends  you  that ,  with  her  best  love— &  so  to  dear 
precious  Eliza  8:  to  our  Loved  Loo  Da  by—]  wish  1  could  see  him— 
Shall  I  ever?  I  do  not  think  1  shall  ever  again  cross  L.  El  ie— 

I  am  really  proud  ol  your  House  Keeping,  1  am  sure  that  no 
money  could  purchase  (for  Mr  Baker)  such  a  plate  ol  Butter  as  that 
you  sent  to  Bond  Street— Do  you  ever  read  "God’s  Summary  of  a 
Good  Wile”?  How  lull  the  Bible  is  of  the  importance  ie  value  of  a 
right  character  ol  a  wile— “her  Husband  is  known,  when  he  sit  let  h 
among  the  Elders  in  the  gates”— You  see  her  influence  at  home, 
show’s  itself  in  her  husband’s  manly,  independent  carriage  from 
home— Oh,  that  the  Gospel  as  a  family  regulator  were  better  under¬ 
stood  by  us  all  8c  practised  upon.  Nothing  fills  me  with  mote  bitter¬ 
ness  of  soul,  than  the  remembrance  that  I  was  a  had  wife— Ed  unit  ion, 
how  solemn,  how  tremendous  its  effects— 

I  am  truly  glad  that  Miss  Gondii  has  got  back— Do  cultivate  her 
friendship,  they  love  you  dearly— I  am  glad  to  find  that  Mrs.  Stites 
will  be  back— I  was  greatly  afraid  that  they  would  settle  in  Newark— 
You  say  nothing  of  your  servants— have  you  the  same?  1  know  that 
you  cannot  without  much  sacrifice,  go  to  Brooklyn— but  do  write  to 
Uncle  T:1— he  is  truly  heart  broken— &  I  think  that  he  is  in  an  excel¬ 
lent  state  of  mind— Sullivan1  has  been  very  ill  — 

That  you  may  glow  in  grace  8c  in  wisdom,  to  so  walk,  as  will  win 
souls  to  Christ,  with  love  to  you,  is  ever  the  prayer  of  your 

Afft.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Dear  patient  Mr  Baker,— how  he  bears  with  my  infirmities!— call- 
ins:  hundreds  thousands! 

O 

Mr  Driffield  is  better,  &  Dr  hopes  may  be  recovered— 

1  Mary  Smart  had  been  a  pupil  ol  Mary  Lyon  at  the  Ipswich  Female  Seminary 
where  Miss  Hannah  White,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Ferry,  was  one  of  the  leathers. 
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M|SS  M011  March  5,  18.19.  She  was  the  founder  &  Head  of  Mt.  Holyoke 
Semin. uy.  In  1851  a  Memoir  was  published:  “The  Power  of  Christian  Benevolence, 
Illustrated  in  the  laic  &  Letters  of  Mary  Lyon— Compiled  by  Edward  Hitchcock,  1)1). 
L  L.l).  President  ol  Amhurst  College,  With  the  Assistance  of  Others.”  The  "Others” 
were  Mrs.  Zilpali  (.rant  Bannister,  Miss  Hannah  White,  Mrs.  Eunice  Cowles  &  Mrs 
Eddy. 

-A  hunched  yeais  later,  Dr.  Cavalitto,  of  the  Winthrop  Chemical  Company  dis- 
covered  that  onions  contain  a  sulfa  compound  having  antibiotic  properties. 

;t  Dr.  1  home,  husband  of  Maria  Sullivan. 

1  John  Sullivan  Thorne,  son  of  Dr.  Thorne  and  his  wife  Maria.  Named  for  her 
lathei  John  Sullivan.  (Jailed  "Still"  by  his  family. 

February  23,1 852 

Dearest  Kate— 

Whenever  I  feel  overwhelmed  with  sorrowful  feelings,  I  want  to 
go  to  Morristown  &  talk  it  over— 

A  week  or  more  since,  1  wrote  you  or  Baker,  that  I  was  determined 
to  divide  the  income  of  the  Est.  into  six  parts,  &:  give  to  every  one  a 
part— S;  l hut,  on  account  of  Dave,  who  seemed  exceedingly  dejected; 
&  I  thought  Money  certainly  was  the  cause— I  remembered  how  cruel 
it  seemed  in  my  mother  to  not  give  us  something  while  we  need  it 
&  acted  upon  the  suggestion— 

Since  that,  1  told  David  what  I  had  resolved  upon— he  says,  he 
“for  one  would  not  consent  to  it,  he  does  not  want  it,  it  would  be 
lather  short  allowance”,  kc  for  which  I  am  very  glad— for  after  Taxes 
kc  are  pci,  it  would  only  be  a  pittance  for  each,  &  in  the  end  leave 
nothing  to  speak  of  divided  among  all— 

Yesterday  Maria  Johnson  (James  Schoolcraft's  wife,  k  lust,  an 
English  Epis.  Minister’s  wife)  was  buried,  after  four  days  illness, 
pleurisy— 

Our  weather  is  delightful,  k  our  City  all  alive  keeping  Washing¬ 
ton’s  Birthday.— 

Mr  Duffield  is  better,  but  not  able  to  preach— Uncle  is  exceedingly 
leeble— his  appetite  is  excellent,  but  his  spirits  for  the  last  week  have 
been  bad— 

I  have  not  seen  the  Alexs  for  ten  days— they  are  making  arrange¬ 
ments  to  go  to  Europe  in  June— 

Bob  k  Ellen,  I  am  told  have  gone  to  N.York. 
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My  love  to  all.—  I  need  not  tell  you,  for  you  see  by  my  writing 
that  I  am  so  nervus  that  I  can  hardly  think ,  or  write — 

Yours  affectionately— 

John  has  just  brought  me  a  letter  from  you— I  need  not  say  that 
these  are  to  me  the  few  bright  spots  of  Earth— 

Oh,  I  do  indeed  wish  I  could  look  upon  that  blessed  “Loo  Baby” 
&  1Il>  darling  Eliza— I  am  rejoiced  that  her  character  is  going  to 

be  like  our  Angel’s— &;  let  11s,  dear  Kate,  school  ourselves,  to  hold 
lightly  by  them  all— rejoice  in  them  while  we  have  them— &  rejoice 
in  fitting  them  for  their  home,  not  made  with  hands—  How  merci¬ 
ful,  how  gracious,  is  our  God,  to  give  us  to  fully  realize  that  this  is 
not  our  rest!— but  has  kindly  provided  every  thing  to  make  our 
sojourn  delightful— A  Husband  of  high  character  &:  filled  with  love 
lor  h is  family — surrounded  with  every  comfort  heart  could  desire— 
Let  these ,  with  ourselves,  Sc  all  that  we  have  be  wholly  consecrated 
to  our  precious  Savior— Dear  Kate,  settle  this  great  question,  that 
you  are  unreservedly  Christ’s— if  he  calls  you  to  pass  through  the 
lires  of  all liction,  ’t is  only  to  consume  the  remaining  dross— What 
mischief  may  have  been  done— dear  alllicted  M  i  s  Griffin!  Do  you  not 
converse  with  her?  She  is  continually  on  my  mind— Does  she  con¬ 
tinue  at  housekeeping— Why  does  she  not  go  to  her  Mother?  May 
God  in  his  love  sanctify  to  her,  her  deep,  heart  rending  sorrow— 

You  say  nothing  of  your  father  Baker— so  I  conclude  he  is  well— 
Poor  Nelly,  Oh  how  she  is  to  be  pitied.  If,  in  my  continuation  of 
the  Palmer  pedigree,  I  spoke  of  the  Rob.  to  whom  you  refer  as  my 
Mother’s  Brother ,  I  was  not  clear— My  Mother’s  brother  Robert  did 
marry  Aunt  Mary,  an  English  woman,  who  after  his  death,  lived  & 
died  with  my  Mother,  but  the  Robert,  to  whom  I  referred,  as  marry¬ 
ing  an  English  woman,  whose  name  I  never  knew,  was  brother  to 
my  Grand  Father,  John  Palmer.  Your  Aunt,  Maria’s  Sc  my  (Bethle¬ 
hem  education)1  hung  onto  old  family  lists— Emma  William’s  Mother 
had  an  old  family  Bible,  containing  all,  which  she  got  from  her 
{ather— Sc  Ma,  had  a  large  folio  Bible  which  came  (in  the  year  one, 
for  aught  I  know)  from  Europe,  containing  all  the  pedigree  of  the 
Hazlehursts— Arthurs,  &c— Burnt,  when  we  were  all  burnt  out,  in  the 
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grcai  lire  oi  180.]— The  Minister  (Ma’s  Uncle)  is  the  father  of  those 
1  oleclo  &  Poughkeepsie  Palmers,  some  of  whom  you  have  seen  here¬ 
in  Dot.—  1  lie  last  of  the  family  was  Uncle  Robert  (Ma’s  brother) 
who  has  been  dead  thirty  three  years— Nelly'-’  &:  Jane3  are  too  young 
to  have  known  any  ol  them— My  great  aunt  Susan— &  Charity  have 
died  since  my  memory — all  that  branch  of  the  family  lived  long  since 
I  was  burn—  1  hey  were  all  Quakers— Aunt  Susan  was  Nancy  Wright’s 
Mother,  with  whose  name  you  are  familiar— Aunty  &  poor  Failin' 
are  second  Rip  Van  Winkles— they  have  been  asleep  a  thousand 
yeais  they  might  be  carried  to  Kamschatka  8c  per  ha  ps  wonder  how 
they  got  there— Emm  Williams'*  ought  to  remember  “Aunt  Suhy” 
as  we  lovingly  called  her— Emma  Freeman,  who  married  John  Glent- 
worth,  &  Mary  Baily  who  married  Mrs  McWortcr’s  son,  John  Baily, 
were  the  only  children  of  Eliza  Palmer,  only  child  of  Uncle  John 
Palmer— 

Do  not  let  Baker  see  my  scrawl— I  am  ashamed  of  it— Kate,  I  de¬ 
pend  upon  you  to  see  that  he  charges— I  do  not  want  an  act.  with 
items,  but  every  cent  that  I  can  pay  him— his  kindness,  interest  & 
trouble,  arc  not  payable  articles,  but  his  money  pd  out  Sec— all  are 
chargeable— 

I  love,  like  you,  that  Paul  Johnson— &  would  be  delighted  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  his  comfort  or  happiness— Is  he  a  Christian?  If  so,  our 
sainted  one  will  recognize  him— 

[E.E.S.] 

1  Maria  Sullivan  and  her  sister,  Elizabeth  Emma  Sullivan,  had  both  been  educated 
at  the  Moravian  Seminary  at  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania. 

-  Nelly— Ellen  Sullivan  Coxe. 

a  Jane— Jane  Sullivan  Haslett,  sisters  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart. 

1  Emma  Williams,  daughter  of  Daniel  Quimby  Williams  and  of  Emma  Palmer, 
first  cousin  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart  and  of  Maria  Sullivan  Thorne.  Ellen  Haslett 
1  home  Samuel  writes:  "Cousin  Emma  Maria  Williams  lives  with  Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Thorne  (Maria  Sullivan  Thorne  R:  Richard  Van  Wyck  Thorne)  and 
raised  my  father  (Quintin  Maynard  Thorne)  to  manhood,  as  his  mother  died  when 
he  was  \ery  young.  After  his  marriage  Cousin  Emma  Williams  lived  with  Father  and 
Mother"  (Quintin  Maynard  Thorne  &  Maria  Tate  Hull.)  Emma  Williams  died  March 
1>  iHyy,  aged  78  years,  (j  months,  and  is  buried  in  the  Haslett  lot  in  Greenwood 
Cemetery,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
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My  dearly  loved  Son— 


Detroit,  Feb.  27,  1 852 


Altho  I  have  been  twenty  years  longer  in  this  troublesome  world 
than  yon  have,  R:  seen  much  more  ol  its  dark  Sc  changing  scenes  than 
I  hope  you  will  ever  be  called  to  pass  through,  Yet  your  judgement, 
wisdom  R:  patience  are  twenty  years  a  head  ol  me;  notwithstanding 
my  manilest  weakness,  R:  I  would  say  (altho  involuntary)  wayward¬ 
ness,  you  always  meet  my  calls  upon  your  kindness  so  patiently,  that 
I  catch  niyseli,  day  by  day,  turning  all  my  business  troubles  on  you. 

The  division  of  income,  too,  1  shall  lay  before  Dave— I  attribute 
his  great  depression  of  Spirits  entirely  to  his  gloomy  prospects— he 
keeps  every  tiling  to  himself,  R:  therefore  I  know  nothing— he  seems 
determined  on  going  to  California— 

Oh,  if  I  could  only  on  Telegraph  wires  be  seated  in  that  dear 
little  dining  room  between  you  R:  Kate,  8c  talk  over  all  things,  how 
my  heart  would  be  gladcned— I  am  told  that  any  one  who  has  it  can 
put  out  at  this  time  on  good  City  Security— One  hundred  Thousand 
at  10  pret. 

Our  politicians  so  far  seem  to  be  troubled  to  find  a  Mayor  for 
the  City— I  see  as  fast  as  they  are  nominated  they  send  in  their 
declining  the  honor— 

Some  time  in  Jany  you  wrote  me,  that  you  supposed  Gotheal 
would  soon  send  me  some  money— which  1  suppose  might  have  re¬ 
ferred  to  part  of  back  Rent— Nothing  came— Sc  if  1  understand  the 
Account  of  the  last  remittance  right,  there  is  nothing  in  that,  but 
the  proceeds  of  Fulton  Street?1  1  suppose  the  quarters  rents  are  not 
included— I  hope  that  1  have  been  accurate,  but  1  have  no  confidence 
in  myself  with  figures— but  I  think  you  will  find  the  following  right— 

Love  to  all— Kiss  for  each  child,  from 

Your  Aflt.  Mother, 

(Account  omitted)  E.F.S. 


1  am  writing  hurriedly  and  as  things  occur  to  my  mind  I  put  them 
down.  Ask  Mr.  B.  if  he  recieved  Mr.  Ferry’s  account/etc.  And 
whether  he  recieved  Mr.  Walker’s  account  of  Brockway. 

We  are  having  a  new  winter.  Snow  falling  and  already  very  deep, 
weather  very  cold. 
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Mai  cii  1  st.  Last  night  in  bed,  my  mind  was  crowded  with  things 
■which  1  wished  to  write  you,  and  when  I  seated  myself,  I  thought 
they  would  all  come  at  my  bidding,  but  alas!  they  have  taken  wings 
and  all  fled.  I  suppose  as  soon  as  this  barren  sheet  is  in  the  office  all 
will  come  to  me. 

I  believe  1  wrote  you  that  Dave  polled  at  my  proposal  of  dividing 
the  income  into  (i  equal  parts.  He  said  what  is  true— Why  it  would 
be  like  a  drop  in  the  Ocean.  Kept  together  the  principal  will  be 
augmenting— divided,  it  will  dwindle  into  nothing.  I  know  it  will 
lie  better  lor  him— he  really  docs  not  know  the  value  of  money— but 
by  the  oiler  1  have  put  my  troubled  heart  at  more  rest.  Yet  1  am 
unhappy  about  him.  He  certainly  appears  the  most  supremely  un¬ 
happy  creature  I  have  ever  seen  and  when  I  trace  him  to  California 
I  immagine  you  or  Mary  obliged  to  go  there  to  look  for  bread.  Either 
is  better  fitted  for  such  a  trial  than  he.  God  alone  can  help  him  and 
to  him  I  commit  him.  Oh  Boys!  Boys!  May  yours  never  be  a  Boy, 
but  he  has  the  advantage  over  your  brothers,  he  has  a  Christian 
Mother.  Dreadful  responsibility,  yet  a  delightful  task  if  you  cast  all 
your  care  upon  him  who  caret  It  for  you.  If  David  should  not  succeed 
in  pecuniary  a  flairs,  I  think  his  character  will  be  benefit  ted  by  it. 
Change  of  scene,  of  associates,  of  circumstances,  all  will  be  beneficial 
1  hope.  Yet  it  appears  to  me  like  a  Ship  sent  to  sea  without  rudder 
or  compass. 

All  are  well.  Uncle  talks  a  great  deal  of  you,  sends  you  his  love. 
My  love  to  my  dear  Mary,  Bessie  and  my  precious  Eliza,  and  make 
each  of  them  kiss  “Loo  Baby”  and  tell  him  Grandmother  sends  it  to 
him  and  for  yourself  my  blessed  child  much  love  and  constant  prayer 
that  you  may  be  filled  with  love  for  Christ  and  be  held  as  “in  the 
hollow  of  his  hand”  and  in  all  the  circumstances  of  your  life  be 
guided  by  his  spirit.  Do  make  our  poor  unhappy  boys  a  constant 
subject  of  prayer. 

Yours  in  love 
E. 


I  believe  I  told  you  that  I  have  a  Chair  Bottom,  worked  in  Frazer 
Castle  by  Lady  Frazer  more  than  too  years  ago.  I  had  thought  of 
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sending  it  to  you  already  framed.  On  reflection  you  had  better  have 
it  made  to  match  Mrs.  Griffin  s.  Mary’s  is  made  up  and  so  John’s. 
Mrs.  Lycll  gave  him. 

1No-  '55  Fulton  Street,  where  E.E.S.’  mother,  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan,  lived  and 
died,  and  which  was  inherited  by  all  her  daughters.  Ellen  Co\e,  who  lived  with  her 
mother,  inherited  the  contents  of  the  house,  but  this  real  estate  was  inherited  by  all. 


Detroit,  March  n,  i  85^ 

Dear  Son- 

Next  to  the  art  of  writing,  I  believe  /  should  be  most  thankful  for 
cheap  postage  not  so  much  for  Dollars  8:  Cents,  as  the  enabling  me 
without  any  “stingy”  feeling  to  cast  quickly  all  my  care  upon  you— 
\  esleiday  the  Stuarts'  moved  up— they  seemed  in  better  spirits, 
I  think  they  are  happier  since  they  decided  on  going  to  Europe— 
I  have  within  a  few  days  thought  much  of  G.  River-Have  we 
any  property  at  the  Rapids?  II  so,  is  it  that,  which  we  recieved  from 
McRcy nolds?  If  so,  have  we  Deeds,  is  title  all  clear,  &c?  I  cannot 
remember  who— but  lately  some  person  in  conversation  with  me 
referred  to  our  G. Rapids  property— Yet  I  see  no  account  in  Mi- 
Ferry’s  of  Taxes,  &:c.  If  we  have  any  there,  is  there  not  danger  of 
trouble  in  the  future,  from  Tax  Sales?  In  Mr  Ferry,  I  have  implicit 
confidence— his  honesty,  his  accuracy,  but  I  find  that  his  boys  now 
do  his  business— &  I  should  feel  that  it  is  well  to  keep  the  run  of 
things— besides,  I  see  that  the  Taxes  rects.  are  signed  by  Thomas 
White,  in  whom  I  have  not  the  slightest  confidence— neither  in  abil¬ 
ity,  accuracy— nor  conscicntousness— You  know  there  is  a  class  of 
men  who  can  feel  very  happy  &  peaceful,  in  doing  what  you  &  I 
would  call  flagrant  dishonesty,  provided  they  “are  sustained  by  the 
Law'’— l  class  him  among  these— 

Today  I  hope  to  have  some  Mortgage  concluded— I  felt  desirous 
for  the  one,  who  would  take  it  for  ten  years,  but  he  does  not  want  it 
until  Sept.  “May  take  it  now,  can’t  tell  exactly”— 

4th  March— Our  polls  are  closed,  &  Democracy  rules— 

Bear  with  my  infirmity,  dear  Son— but  I  think  trifles  worry  me 
more  than  they  ever  did,  8c  I  run  to  you  with  ail— Did  you  acknowl- 
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edge  that  letter  from  Astor  with  Dft?  Will  you  ask  A.  J.  Gotheal 
whether  he  retrieved  a  letter  from  me  acknowledging  reciept  of  Seven 
1  housand  Dollars?  I  cannot  remember  whether  I  wrote  him— I  feel 
almost  sure  that  1  did— 

Dove  to  Kate  Sc  the  dear  children— as  soon  as  I  can  l  will  write  to 
her— Please  always  remember  me  to  the  family  in  bond  Street  with 
heartfelt  sympathy  Sc  love  to  poor  heart  broken  Mrs  Grillin— May 
God  be  manifested  to  her  soul  in  our  blessed  Redeemer— 

With  much  love  to  you,  from  her  whose  delight  it  is  to  write, 

Your  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Almost  ashamed  to  own  her,  I  suppose— but  indeed  as  Macabees 
says,  'I  have  done  that  whercunto  I  am  able”— I  do  not  hope  ever  to 
write  easily. 

1  The  Alexander  Stuai  is  of  Scotland. 


Endorsed—  March  1852. 

My  own  precious  Kate— 

Could  the  dead  visit  this  Earth  R:  be  interested  in  its  Bubbles— for 
all  are  Bubbles  which  are  not  of  Christ,  how  your  father’s  peace 
would  he  added  to,  in  knowing  what  comfort,  what  support,  what 
happiness  1  recieve  from  you  Sc  your  blessed  Husband.  How  often 
he  used  to  say  ol  you,  "I  feel  perfect  confidence  in  her.”— At  other 
times  he  would  say  "I  am  never  frightened  when  she  opens  her 
mouth  to  speak,  for  she  is  too  cunning  ever  to  say  a  foolish  thing,— 
il  she  knows  nothing  about  it  you  may  be  sure  no  one  will  find  it 
out.”— The  ‘'thing  has  always  been  very  dear  to  me.  Do  you  remem¬ 
ber  when  I  used  to  carry  her,  R:  ask  her  where  Cuffy  was,  how  her 
eyes  used  to  turn  at  it?  She  was  a  smart  thing.”  Now  dear  K.  do  not 
let  these  sayings  R:  feelings  of  his  kindle  one  spark  of  vanity,  but 
rather  let  it  impress  on  you  the  truth,  it  is  only  a  talent  to  be  im¬ 
proved  or  wrapped  in  a  napkin.—  Timidity,  want  of  self  confidence, 
a  man  fearing  spirit,  have  injured  my  usefulness  through  all  my 
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life,  R:  if  a  woul  of  encouragement  can  strengt hen  iny  children,  when 
I  can  gi\e  it  in  truth ,  I  think  I  should  do  so.  I  thank  you  for  the  step 
01  any  step  you  take  to  save  me,  wear  &  tear  of  heart. 

Fdlen  is  my  poor  Bob’s  little  wife,  R:  as  such  1  love  her.  She  is  very 
smart,  R:  very  pleasant.  She  is  as  good  k  careful  a  Mother  as  I  ever 
saw  — R:  a  most  excellent  wile.  She  R:  1  lived  R:  parted  on  as  good  terms, 
as  ever  two  persons  did  in  this  world.  Miss  Cairns  is  much  more 
like  the  mother  than  Fdlen. 

I  enter  fully  into  your  troubles  about  the  Davises.  I  wish  for  their 
sakes  they  could  have  reached  you. —  1  am  told  that  sorrow  has  had 
a  most  refining  influence  over  her.-  I  regretted  exceedingly  not 
having  seen  her  when  she  was  here.- 1  am  glad  to  hear  they  are  doino- 
so  well.— 

But  while  you  go  to  Staten  Island,1  with  whom  dare  you  leave 
your  precious  treasures?  Let  all  be  neglected,  but  run  no  risks  with 
them.  I  settled  it,  that  Mr.  Baker  would  stay  at  home  k  Mrs.—  I  for¬ 
get  her  name— would  stay  with  Loo  Baby.—  How  is  he?  Oh  how  i 
want  to  see  that  Boy— &  my  sweet  precious  three  girls. 

Otdy  think  of  the  Arnolds!  You  k  I  talk  our  feelings-dwell  on 
them— cry  over  them— he  cherishes  cheerfully  the  thought  of  her 
entered  into  never  changing  bliss — R:  by  every  delicate  attention  per¬ 
petuates  most  sweetly  solemnly  her  memory.  Is  her  hyacinth  alive? 
How  has  that  delicate  Geraneum  stood  the  winter  blasts?  I  las  it 
perished? 

Sarah  s  infant2  is  just  like  her— sober  minded,  thoughtful,  atten¬ 
tive,  intelligent,— head  shaped  exactly  like  our  angel’s— listens  to 
persons  speaking  just  as  she  used  to.— 

I  thank  you  for  your  kindness  in  attending  to  Lavinia's  present. 
I  certainly  wrote  you  about  the  linnen— whether  you  reed,  my  letter 
is  another  thing.  When  you  wrote  me  about  the  cotton— I  thought— 

c) 

“She  only  wants  a  few  cotton  ones  for  winter— &  Summer  she  wants 
a  good  many— &  linnen— forgetting  how  long  you  had  been  married, 
I  thought  you  had  a  stock  of  lin.  ones,  but  on  reflection  I  concluded 
it  was  not  so,  k  write  you  to  get  a  piece  of  linnen  R:  get  Wife  Bulger 
to  make  it  k  send  cost  to  me,— k  now  do  it.  Now  remember,  1  will. 

You  are  as  well  as  I  am  perplexed  about  Scotland.—  I  know  not 
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what  to  send  &  feel  that  I  must  send  something.-  You  must  hint  to 
Mary  to  send.—  /  dare  not.—  1  lately  recieved  from  her  &  the  Doctor 
a  veiy  pleasant  letter— in  it  she  says— "Mother  you  know  you  love 
deal  ly  to  see  me  obliged  to  pay  away  my  money— &  then  goes  on  to 
state  how  much  they  have  done  for  their  church  &  Minister.  She 
had  written  to  me  to  give  them  a  set  of  Communion  Plate!—!  told 
her  interest  was  rolling  in  fast— that  I  had  just  put  to  her  Cr.  $150. 
/sent  their  Minister  my  Home  Missionary  subscription  &  I  thought 
she  meant  lor  me  to  do  both.  I  was  mistaken,— Now  remind  her  of 
t  lie  5  1  50  fc  tell  her  you  guess  Mother  means  before  the  year  is  out  to 
give  all  $  1  50.  more.—  She  ought  to  send  something.— 

My  best  love  to  Mr.  llakcr  a  kiss  lor  each  child  &  much  love  to 
yourself  from 

Your  affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 

All  are  well.—  Do  be  particular  in  always  naming  the  Alexanders. 

1  I.avinia's  family  lived  at  Port  Richmond,  Staten  Island. 

-Sarah  Lawrence  Stuart,  horn  May  23,  1831. 


Detroit,  March  gth,  1852 

My  very  dear  Kate— 

I  really  have  no  excuse  for  having  held  your  welcome,  sensible 
&  right  letter,  so  many  days  without  having  acknowledged  its  rect. 
Every  word  you  say  is  so,  but  with  your  clear  reasoning,  if  you  could 
only  throw  over  me  that  mantle  of  firmness ,  fearlessness  Sc  quick, 
keen  sense,  of  right,  which  were  the  distinguishing  features  of  your 
precious  father’s  character,  you  would  confer  on  me  one  of  Earth’s 
richest  blessings— I  am,  &  ever  was  constitutionally  timid ,  from  my 
earliest  childhood  subject  to  authority,  Sc  always  felt,  that  I  needed 
a  master  mind  with  a  character  I  could  trust,  to  lean  upon,  Sc  be 
governed  by— hence  I  seem  vacillating  when  in  mind  Sc  heart  I  am 
steadfast,  but  not  availably  so— A  Man  fearing  spirit  is  one  of  my 
besetting  sins— 
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I  have  just  had  a  practical  exemplification  of  this — A  Methodist 
Ministei  who  is  astonishingly  blessed  in  his  labors  here  among  the 
1  tench,  who  in  the  last  year  has  had  lourteen  converts  I  rum  popery, 
came  to  me  with  one  of  his  converts,  a  strong  intelligent  man,  to  ask 
loi  a  subscription  to  btiild  a  house  to  worship  in — My  first  feeling 
was  to  give  kilty  Dollars— Satan  with  other  spirits  came  up  Sc  said, 
Von  better  give  it  to  your  children  &  let  the  churches  kc  be  built 
by  people  who  have  not  children  perhaps  suffering  lor  that  fifty”! 
k-  it  dwindled  into  I  wenty  Live— I  lear  God’s  blessing  cannot  rest 
on  such  stewardship— 

\ on  say,  fas  will  left  you  independent ”  See — fill  his  place,  no 
lower,  8cc— he  gave  when  &  to  whom”— all  this  is  so-but  when  he 
lived  he  added  every  year  at  least  $2500  to  the  estate— now  there  is 
no  material  addition— on  the  contrary,  with  all  my  desire  to  do  right, 
a  diminution— The  property  on  Franklin  Street  &  Elizabeth  Street 
less,  8c  you  may  say  the  Jcssop  property,  ditto,  lor  this  paying  by 
dribs  of  fives  &  tens— only  spends,  not  one  dollar  of  either  of  these 
has  been  reinvested. 

I  like  your  view  of  an  equal  gift  to  the  whole  &  not  a  systematic 
division— Poor  Dave  behaved  well— he  said,  “Mother,  you  talk  non¬ 
sense— Now  will  you  tell  me  how  much  will  two  or  three  hundred 
dollars  benefit  your  children?  You  had  better  live  a  little  belter 
yourself,  Sc  dress  a  little  better,  &  let  the  Brethren  8c  Education  So¬ 
cieties  See  take  care  of  themselves,  &  what  you  have  to  spare  nurse 
for  the  estate,  by  &  bye  it  will  be  worth  leaving  to  us  all”— It  was 
more  for  him,  8c  John,  than  for  any  other,  he  seems  more  cheerful, 
as  lie  lias  since  positively  made  up  his  mind  to  go  to  California— A 
lawyer  from  here,  young  Taylor— quite  a  common  place  young  man, 
borrowed  money  to  go  with,  has  been  gone  about  two  years,  has  sent 
money  enough  to  his  parents— to  buy  them  a  handsome  I  louse  &  Lot, 
8c  says  soon  they  may  expect  money  to  furnish  the  House  8:c  8c  sent 
for  his  father  to  come  to  him,  as  “there  is  a  fine  opening  in  Califor¬ 
nia  for  him”— 

I  find  that  your  &  my  thoughts  are  alike  about  poor  Dave’s  family 
—I  dare  not  look  it  in  the  face— sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof— Sarah  is  too  fond  of  her  identity  ever  again  to  be  second  in 
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any  house— therefore,  her  coining  home  is  out  of  the  question— 8c 
like  you,  McReynolds  /  think,  a  broken  reed  or  a  foot  out  of  joint— 
Oli,  what  a  ric  h  blessing  to  fully  believe  that  God  rules— Man  may 
will  his  steps,  but  God  directs  them,  &  I  feel  with  you  that  there  is 
no  more  rest  lor  David  than  for  the  troubled  Sea— Let  us  day  by  day, 
aye  hour  by  hour,  carry  him  by  prayer  before  God,  &  only  ask  one 
thing,  that  he  may  be  clothed  in  a  right  mind  8c  seated  at  the  feet  of 
Jesus— this  done,  we  have  nothing  more  to  fear— I  pity  him  from  my 
heart— he  has  ever  been  unfortunate— The  first  mistake  in  his  life 
was,  in  our  ignorance,  &  strong  desire  that  he  should  be  a  Christian, 
putting  him  in  the  White’s  hands— when  his  expenses  were  equal 
to  the  first  inst  itutions  in  our  country— The  past  is  remediless— hope 
alone  is  lei t  us  8c  that  only  for  1  i is  few  remaining  days— 1  have  burnt 
your  letter  8c  may  have  omitted  noting  some  parts— 

Subscribe  for  child’s  paper  at  the  Tract  House  &  then  Mary  8c 
Bessie  will  have  some  to  distribute  to  dear  children  whose  parents 
cannot  afford  it— 

Mr  Dullield  is  getting  better— Did  you  notice  in  Rutherford’s 
Letter,  where  an  Angel  took  him  out  of  a  well  into  which  he  had 
fallen? 

I  am  delighted  at  the  thought  of  Loo  Baby  looking  like  your 
father— 1  know  that  he  is  going  to  be  smart  8c  good— Gad's  blessing 
is  on  him,  only  remember  You  have  got  to  sew  the  seed— 

Is  it  advisable  to  have  Mrs  McRae  leave  N. England  until  she  be¬ 
comes  thoroughly  established  in  her  Christian  life?  I  see  she  hankers 
to  get  by  you  Jv  Mr  Baker— &  for  some  things,  dear  alllicted  sorrow¬ 
ing  woman,  1  wish  she  could— You  would  both  contribute  much  to 
her  happiness— but  her  Sc  her  boys  religious  advantages  would  not 
be  equal  in  Morristown  to  her  present  position— You  would  have  a 
pleasant  society— Mrs  Mason,  daughters  8c  Mrs  McRae— added  to 
you— 

Uncle  8c  the  Alex  send  you  much  love— Kiss  my  precious  children 
— With  love  to  yourself  8c  Mr  Baker  from 

Your  Afft.  Mother 


E.E.S. 
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Letter  written  to  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner  at  Fort  Croghan, 
Texas  by.  his  wife,  Mary  Stuart  Turner1 


Austin,  Tuesday,  March  10,  1852 

My  dearest  Doc, 

1  o  begin,  1  have  just  taken  Z>  a  tumbler  of  Claret  S:  o(  course  you 
know  m  what  state  I  am,  without  telling  you.  Well  to  go  on,  1  re¬ 
ceived  your  letter  by  t he  “Avalanche”  on  Sunday  Sc  was  shocked  to 
hnd  that  you  were  lour  days  getting  to  Fort  Grogan— 1  can’t  spell  it 
-it  is  well  I  did  not  know  it  or  I  should  have  been  killed  outriuht 

1  011  say  you  know  I  may  have  read  of  such  torrents,  rivers  See  but 
never  seen  them.  I  haven  t  egh!  Well  you  have  newer  seen  what  I 
have.  Oh!  goodness  how  shall  I  begin  and  wherc-well  1  must  begin, 
such  rain  Sc  thunder  &  lightning  you  never  saw— but  at  last  on  Thurs¬ 
day  ewe  it  seemed  to  hold  up  8: 1  went  to  bed,  being  assured  by  Frany 
that  it  would  thunder  not  that  night.  I  stired  up  the  corn  shucks2 
&  lay  down  in  peace— about  2  o’clock  I  heard  Mrs.  Brewster,  next 
neighbor,  call  out  Mrs.  Turner,  I  sprang  up,  ran  to  the  door,  think¬ 
ing  ol  Indians,  fire,  everything  but  water.  She  said  their  shoes,  stock¬ 
ings  &c  were  all  floating  &  in  they  all  came  half  dressed,  the  water 
was  then  so  high  in  the  street  that  they  had  to  get  out  the  end  window 
&  over  the  fence.  I  sent  Tom  over  to  help  them,  sure  that  we  were 
safe— got  her  children  to  bed  &  was  urging  them  to  go  to  bed  when 
they  said  indeed  Mrs.  I  timer  it  will  be  in  your  house— it  is  now 
half  way  up  your  porch— but  I  would  not  do  a  thing  till  in  a  minute 
I  found  it  on  the  stoop— then  I  began  to  drag  up— I  got  the  parlor 
carpet  up,  all  the  trunks  on  the  beds  See,  Sc  then  Mr.  Brewster  said 
you  have  no  more  time  we  must  go. 

We  got  the  pony  out  (ever  useful)  &  made  Tom  hud  a  path,  across 
from  the  house  lie  swam— that  would  not  do  Sc  we  tried  by  the  fence 
that  would  do— Frany  would  not  leave,  so  1  took  Kit  in  my  arms,  she 
took  the  baby’s  likeness  Sc  the  pidgeon  in  her  arms  Sc  Brewster  Sc 
Nelly  Sc  Prudy  took  their  children  Sc  we  put  out— the  water  up  to 
our  middle— but  we  got  out  Sc  went  to  the  Hotel  where  we  arrived 
at  3  o’clock  in  the  night— all  wet  of  course,  Mrs.  B.  no  dress,  hat  or 
anything.  I  did  better,  I  pinned  dry  things  about  my  waist— they 
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received  us  very  kindly  fc  Mr.  Pelham  would  not  take  one  cent  of 
board. 

1  he  next  day  Friday,  of  course  I  had  to  have  one  of  my  most  awful 
sick  headaches— was  very  sick— had  to  go  to  bed.  Dr.  R:  Mrs.  Briggs 
were  very  kind  R:  attentive— the  Dr.  came  in  to  see  me  when  1  was 
in  bed— that  night  such  awful  thunder  R:  lightning  &  rain  1  never 
beheld— but  1  was  too  sick  fortunately  to  be  much  frightened— well 
the  water  was  up  to  the  top  of  our  fence  R:  in  the  house  over  the  sofa, 
they  went  all  over  the  place  in  little  boats  R:  the  bridge  teas  used  as 
a  raft— 

The  Brewsters  are  ruined— all  their  things  spoiled— they  had  no 
time  to  save  anything  R:  they  have  left  the  place  R:  gone  to  McClure’s 
old  house— my  things  are  little  injured— nothing  to  speak  of  the 
soft  soap  gone,  hen’s  nest  with  turkey  eggs  in  it,  for  Mrs.  Baker  gone, 
blind  chicken  dead,  that  is  about  all,  plenty  of  dirt  R:  filth,  bedroom 
cat  pets  wet  R:  dirty,  but  washed  as  good  as  new,  that  box  of  books  in 
the  dining  room  ruined,  yours  all  safe,  but  when  we  meet  1  will  tell 
you  all— we  slept  at  Mrs.  Steele’s  they  too  have  been  very  kind— the 
house  is  as  good  as  new  R:  cleaner  than  before. 

1  Original  letter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

-  Mattresses,  particularly  in  the  country,  were  filled  with  corn  shucks. 


U.S.Ship  Lexington 
Sausolita,  March  18th  (1852) 

My  dearest  Sister  Kate 

Upon  our  arrival  here  the  291I1  of  March1  1  found  a  large  package 
of  letters  waiting  for  me,  some  from  Mother,  some  from  Lib  and 
two  from  you,  one  of  Nov.  26th  and  one  of  Jany.  8th.  There  were  so 
many  that  1  did  not  attempt  to  answer  any  of  them  but  was  selfish 
enough  to  read  them  all  and  allow  a  mail  to  leave  without  a  letter 
from  me  to  any  one  except  a  few  lines  to  Lib  and  it  was  hard  work 
for  me  to  find  time  to  write  those,  indeed  it  is  hard  work  for  me  to 
write  at  all  in  port.  My  time  is  so  much  taken  up  by  duty  that  if  I 
am  in  my  room  half  an  hour  at  a  time  I  feel  that  1  am  neglecting  my 
duty. 
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You  will  sec  from  the  heading-  of  my  letter  that  we  are  not  at  St. 
luancisco  but  at  this  small  place  which  is  about  8  or  ten  miles  oil 
Irom  St.  F.  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay.  It  was  selected  as  the 
place  loi  our  Store  house.  \Y  e  are  so  much  afraid  of  our  men  desert¬ 
ing  bom  11s  that  we  do  not  allow  a  single  man  to  go  over  the  Ship 
side  and  it  is  about  as  difficult  for  us  to  go  to  St.  Francisco  as  it  would 
be  for  you  to  start  from  Morristown  logo  to  Detroit.  We  are  obliged 
to  depend  upon  a  sail  boat  and  she  can  only  go  "when  the  wind  and 
tide  serve,  so  we  are  olten  obliged  to  wait  several  days  for  a  passage 
up  and  then  when  we  get  up,  there  is  no  telling  when  we  can  get 
back,  so  it  is  not  olten  any  of  11s  care  about  going  up.  We  are  out 
of  the  world  here  for  we  can  not  find  out  when  a  Steamer  arrives  or 
when  the  mail  is  going. 

1  he  last  mail  arrived  last  week  and  we  got  our  letters  a  day  or  two 
since.  1  reed,  yours  my  dearest  Sister  of  Feby.  6th  and  yours  was  the 
first  to  give  me  the  news  that  I  was  a  father.  You  can  imagine  I  feel 
quite  proud.  I  reed,  also  a  long  one  from  Lib,  her  last  date  was  Jany. 
3,st»  onc  day  before  the  child  was  born.  I  also  reed,  one  from  Mrs. 
Field  -  informing  me  of  the  fact,  one  from  Dave,  he  wanted  me  to 
give  him  some  information  about  California,  but  none  from  my 
dear  Mother.  I  always  feel  anxious  when  I  get  in  port  and  do  not 
get  a  letter  from  her,  for  I  know  that  when  she  is  well  she  will  write. 
I  also  reed,  one  from  Mr.  Baker  enclosing  the  Pedigree  of  the  Palmer 
family.  You  must  thank  him  for  his  kindness  and  say  to  him  that  I 
will  answer  it  soon.  There  is  so  much  confusion  on  board  our  vessel 
in  Port  that  I  am  afraid  to  attempt  to  write  a  letter  to  any  one,  for 
I  am  obliged  to  write  a  line  or  two,  then  rush  on  deck  and  so  I  am 
kept  on  the  go  from  5  oclock  in  the  morning  until  past  ten  at  night. 
Although  my  situation  is  pleasant,  and  we  are  all  as  happy  as  the  day 
we  left  New  York  1  would  not  go  over  the  same  cruise  again  for  five 
hundred  dollars  a  month.  When  night  comes  1  am  worn  out,  and 
when  I  sit  down  to  write  I  find  it  impossible  to  collect  my  thoughts. 

In  all  Lib’s  letters  she  speaks  of  your  kindness  and  attention  to 
her.  I  knew  before  I  left  my  dear  Sister  that  you  would  do  all  in  your 
power  to  comfort  her.  1  have  thought  of  her  constantly  and  when 
I  have  thought  of  her  being  without  me  it  has  made  me  so  unhappy 
that  I  wished  I  had  never  heard  of  the  Navy.  It  is  too  hard  that  man 
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and  wile  should  he  separated  as  Naval  officers  are  obliged  to  be. 
Your  kindness  to  her  1  can  assure  you  shall  never  be  forgotten  my 
dearest  Sister. 

Poor  GriHin’s11  death  both  Capt.  Radford  and  myself  noticed  in 
the  papei  and  both  of  11s  were  anxious  to  know  the  particulars  and 
I  can  thank  you  lor  them.  1  believe  poor  Griffin  is  regretted  by  all 
who  knew  him  in  the  Navy.  I  have  often  walked  the  deck  with  Capt. 
Radlord  and  talked  about  him,  but  neither  of  us  ever  expected  to 
see  him  again. 

1  he  scene  Mr.  Baker  had  with  Mrs.  Coxc  I  would  have  given 
much  to  have  seen,  if  she  has  fallen  out  with  Dr.  Haslett,  1  wonder 
il  she  could  not  be  made  mad  enough  to  do  all  in  her  power  to  get 
the  amt.  of  the  note  which  lie  gave  Ma  some  years  since.  1  should 
like  to  see  him  be  obliged  to  pay  it,  for  1  must  say  that  1  dislike  him 
much  more  than  I  do  Mrs.  Coxe.  I  think  he  has  no  honor  about  him 
and  all  he  was  working  for  was  for  Aunt  Nelly’s  fortune  and  now  he 
finds  he  can  not  get  it  he  is  ready  to  turn  against  her.  Mrs.  Coxe  is 
bad,  but  l  think  he  is  ten  times  worse.  Poor  Aunt  Nelly  “ feels  that 
she  is  a  widow  and  that  every  one  wants  to  take  her  in" ,  so  we  must 
make  some  excuses  for  her. 

You  have  no  idea  my  dearest  Sister  what  a  noise  and  Row  is  now 
going  on  in  the  Ward  room,  I  can  not  even  think  or  hear  but  1  keep 
on  writing,  for  1  wish  to  get  this  oil  in  the  next  mail.  1  shall  try  and 
write  a  few  lines  by  every  mail  but  if  I  do  not,  you  will  get  all  infor¬ 
mation  of  my  movements  from  Lib  for  I  will  scratch  olf  a  few  lines 
to  her  at  any  rate.  I  shall  also  try  to  send  a  few  to  Mother.  Give  my 
love  to  all  the  children  and  kiss  them  for  me.  I  do  not  think  My  Miss 
Stuart  will  have  "Nelly"  for  a  name. 

I  have  written  to  Lib  that  we  will  be  in  New  York  by  the  1st  of 
Sept,  and  she  must  meet  me  there.  Capt.  begs  me  always  to  remember 
him  to  you  when  1  write.  1  am  very  fond  of  him  and  1  am  quite  sure 
he  is  as  fond  of  me.  Remember  me  to  Mr.  Baker  and  tell  him  that 
1  do  not  answer  his  letter  from  this  place  that  he  must  excuse  it,  for 
when  we  commence  our  work  it  will  be  work  indeed  for  we  are 
anxious  to  get  away  from  here  by  the  1st  of  April  and  I  think  we  can 
do  it  if  we  will  only  work  hard. 

A  boat  from  shore  is  about  going  up  to  the  city  and  one  of  our 
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officers  takes  passage  in  her  so  I  will  dose  this  and  get  him  to  mail  it, 
so  that  I  will  be  sure  you  get  it  by  this  mail.  Give  my  love  to  all  and 
accept  my  dearest  Sister  the  love  of  your  alfectionate 

Brother  John. 

I  wish  you  would  tell  Sister  Mary  that  I  have  written  3  letters  to  her 
and  directed  to  Austin.  She  has  never  written  me  a  line  since  I  left. 

1  I  lie  date  should  have  been  February  mjtli,  when  the  Lexington  ai rived  at 
Sausolita. 

-  Mrs.  Field— Lavinia’s  mother. 

3  Mr.  Griffin— husband  of  Christine  Kean,  half  sister  of  W.  C.  Baker. 


Detroit,  March  22,  1852 

Dear  Son- 

How  kindly  8c  patiently  you  correct  my  inaccuracies!  I  pray  that 
you  point  them  to  Rate  that  she  early  may  avoid  them,  or  improve 
by  it— Very  early  in  lile,  1  took  up  the  idea  that  my  head  was  radi¬ 
cally  wrong  about  figures— Sc  instead  of  improving  or  cultivating  the 
little  I  had  I  abandoned  every  thought  that  it  was  possible  for  me 
to  attain  any  knowledge  in  that  department— too  late  in  lile,  1  haw- 
ascertained  that  it  is  in  that,  as  in  everything,  neglected  it  must 
perish— nursed  or  cultivated,  if  it  do  not  excell,  it  may  be  made  avail¬ 
able— want  of  confidence  in  myself  too  has  been  a  dreadful  injury 
to  me— 1  mention  these  things  that  by  them  you  may  improve  Kate 
—I  believe  she  feels  about  figures  as  /—but  root  it  out— God  alone 
knows,  but  she  may  be  left  as  I  am,  8c  have  no  William  Baker!!! 
These  remarks  are  drawn  forth  by  your  kind  favor  of  13th  inst.  just 
recieved  (23) 

I  must  be  forgiven  for  much  blundering— 1st,  Mind,  second,  in¬ 
cessant  interruptions  of  every  kind— IIow  could  Kate  be  guilty  of 
such  imprudence!  1  trust  that  she  is  better— Influenza  or  colds  in  our 
region  have  been  very  severe,  oftentimes  ending  in  death— irre- 
sypelas  settling  in— many  of  our  acquaintance  have  had  it— Mr  Brad¬ 
ford,  who  married  Mrs  Chandler’s  sister,  took  cold  but  was  able  to 
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attend  to  business— irresypelas  made  its  appearance— they  sent  for  a 
physician,  but  he  died  in  four  hours  from  the  time  it  appeared— 
Dora,  my  cook,  has  been  unwell  for  a  week,  but  is  now  wholly 
confined  to  her  bed,  very  ill— the  great  Dr  Rudolph,  who  is  sup¬ 
planting  all  our  Doctors,  is  attending  her— my  upstairs  girl,  suffer¬ 
ing  with  a  lelon  on  her  left  hand— you  may  be  sure  1  am  rather  in 
unpleasant  circumstances— 

Mr  Dufiicld’s  bad  symptoms  have  all  returned,  &  his  family  arc- 
dejected,  but  l)r  Stuart  says  it  is  the  cold  weather— we  have  had  three 
days  of  constant  snow— I  am  told  that  it  fell  last  night  three  feet — 
I  rather  think  it  an  hyperbole— it  seems  now  to  be  clearing  oil  ic  the 
weather  much  milder— 

Did  you  say  you  wrote  to  Mr  Trowbridge  about  copper  coin?  1  Ie 
has  never  said  one  word  to  me— will  coin  of  1812  be  too  new— how 
late  a  date  would  you  stop— I  every  now  Sc  then  get  one  of  that  date— 
The  Alex.1  expect  to  leave  about  1st  May— I  never  saw  persons 
more  improved  than  they  have— They  always  desire  kind  remem¬ 
brance  to  you  Sc  Rate— Old  Uncle  is  astonishingly  well  &  active,  yet 
weak— he  goes  every  second  day  as  far  as  the  Biddle  house— 

My  love  to  Kate  &:  my  blessed  children— I  hope  your  father  has 

wholly  recovered - always  remember  me  with  highest  respect  to 

him,  your  mother  poor  Mrs  Griffin— 

With  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  ever  believe  me  your 

Affectionate  &  Obliged  Mother 

E.E.S. 

1  The  two  Alexander  Stuarts. 


Detroit,  March  25,  1852 

Dearest  Kale— 

1  am  thankful  that  you  are  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  write, 
too  late  to  censure  yet  1  cannot  but  express  surprize,  that  you  should 
at  this  season  change  your  clothing. 

1  am  glad  that  the  visit  is  over,  ever  since  you  wrote  me  your 
intention  of  doing  so,  1  felt  worried,  that  terrible  Bay  at  this  season 
is  no  trifle  to  cross— There  is  a  good  deal  in  poor  Lavinia’s  character 
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like  oui  own,  poor  tiling,  to  undertake  to  get  along  without  a  nurse! ! 
\\  hat  it  is  I  do  not  know,  but  I  am  very  sure  she  does  not  like  to  be 
at  home  Mis  Wetinorc,  who  knew  her  parents  well  in  New  York, 
says  Mis  Field’s  days  have  been  spent  in  Hotels,  destruction  to 
domestic  character,  there  has  always  been  a  very  marked  distance 
between  Mrs  Held  R  her  children,  Mr  Field  is  a  devoted  lather, 


R:  will  go  to  any  length,  to  make  his  wife  &  children  happy”-' 
has  always  started  for  a  blue  R  1  think  this  may  have  had  its  influ¬ 


ence  Rc.  I  am  glad  that  poor  John  s  baby  bus  found  suclt  u  welcome! 


1  he)  must  have  felt  pleased  that  you  manilcstcd  so  substantially 
your  interest  in  Lavinia— 


1  think,  that  Ella  stuck  on  to  “Fanny”  is  preposterous1  but  we 
cannot  have  all  things  as  we  would— 

I  think  with  you  that  it  would  be  wiser  lor  her  to  remain  until 
John’s  return,  but  1  will  leave  things  as  you  advise,  happy  to  see  her 
when  she  comes,  R  hope  to  make  her  happy,  John’s  kind  affectionate 
conduct  to  me  demands  it,  il  my  own  inclination  did  not  prompt  it, 
R  pleased  il  she  cotdd  decide  on  staying  until  Fall  — 

Your  Pedals  have  been  meddled  with,  it  is  not  from  standing,  that 
would  only  stiffen,  R  not  bend  your  wires,  but  the  Pedal  has  by 
rough  hands  been  dragged  down  to  its  utmost,  R  I  guess  here  is  the 
trouble— I  shall  try  R  see  Mr  Lycl  this  afternoon  R  let  you  know— 
Your  favor  of  151I1  ins.  is  just  recieved  &  I  want  to  acknowledge 
it  R  say  a  lew  things  to  Mr  B— Ere  this  you  have  learned  that  your 
letters  announcing  Bob’s  petition  for  orders  and  change  of  mind 
came  by  the  same  mail— I  le  is  a  strange  unfortunate  Boy— lie  seldom 
writes  R  never  says  one  word  to  me  about  his  affairs— 

All  the  horrors  of  California  have  been  vividly  put  before  Dave, 
but  I  suppose  he  thinks  he  can  grapple  with  them— Sarah  says  “he 
has  four  hundred  Dollars  saved  up  R  if  he  collects  some  more  that 
is  due  he  expects  to  get  800,  part  of  which  he  intends  to  leave  with 
me”— Well,  Sarah,  what  arrangement  is  he  making  for  his  family 
while  he  is  gone?  Why,  Monty,  he  says,  Mr  Reynolds  will  pay  me  S.yo 
per  month,  R  if  you  will  do  as  you  now  do,  give  us  the  rent,  I  am 
sure  I  can  get  a  long  with  that”— (I— Me  Reynolds  will  never  give 
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y°u  onc  tlolhu  —  there  it  ended— Desperate  diseases  require  desperate 

I  emedies— he  cannot  be  worse  oil  than  he  is,  S:  it  may  be  the  making 
ol  him  — 1  le  is  like  Hob,  he  never  speaks  to  me,  on  business  matters  or 

I I  is  prospects— he  appears  very  well,  but  very  very  sad— 

More  than  a  year  has  passed  since  they  have  heard  from  Austin2— 
lately  the  name  ol  Henson  appears  in  a  list  ol  deaths  occasioned  on 
boaid  ol  St.  Boat  Horn  Columbia  R.  to  California— 

1  never  speak  ol  Mrs  Ledyard”— She  is  such  a  quiet  little  Body 
&  “loves  in  the  even  tenor  of  her  way  so  well,  that  all  1  can  ever  say 
is  that  she  is  well— 

l.i//y  has  improved  astonishingly  in  her  music— &:  bids  fair  to 
make  a  sweet  woman— I  think  she  will  be  interested  in  your  remarks 
about  her  book— she  is  an  interesting  Christian— 

1  here  is  danger,  dear  Kate,  in  dwelling  too  much  on  our  “vile¬ 
ness  —it  is  apt  to  form  a  cloud  between  Christ  &  our  souls,  in  read¬ 
ing  &  observat  ion  I  find  the  most  useful  strongest  Christians  are  they, 
who  lorgct  the  things  that  arc  behind,  Sc  press  forward  to  Christ— 
( )ur  constant  prayer  &  elfort  should  be,  after  an  unreserved  consecra¬ 
tion  of  ourselves,  that  we  may  be  conformed  to  the  inimage  of  Christ, 
that  the  spirit  which  was  in  Him,  may  be  found  in  11s,  that  our  lives 
may  be  hid  with  him  in  Cod— When  I  used  to  mourn  to  your  father 
about  indwelling  sin,  he  used  to  say,  “Ah  Mamy,  pitch  it  with  every 
other  rag  of  popery2  in  the  corner— &  let  Christ’s  righteousness  cover 
all’’— Oh,  how  clear,  how  decided,  how  uncompromising  a  Christian 
he  was— this  forms  a  great  part  of  the  bitterness  of  my  life,  that  while 
ha\  ing  such  earthly  strength,  1  prolitted  so  little  by  it— My  prop  was 
struck  from  me— &  1  am  obliged,  like  a  child,  to  stagger  &  fall,  & 
every  now  Sc  then  grasp  tight  my  father’s  hand— but  soon  I  try  to 
walk  again  alone  Sc  down  I  fall— only  infinite  wisdom  can  under¬ 
stand  this  dreadful  inconsistency  Sc  truly  pronounce  it  a  “ivarfare” 
—We  are  only  safe,  only  happy,  when  we  practice  on  these  beautiful 
lines,  which  1  met  lately— “Lord,  guide,  direct,  controll  this  day,— 
All  that  I  think,  or  wish,  or  say”— Sweet  sweet  assurance  to  feel,  to 
fully  realize  that  our  hearts,  our  steps  are  guided  by  unerring 
wisdom— 
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\  on  arc  right,  all  can  talk  of  Chh.  M inistcrs,  R:c  hut  by  your  lruils 
yc  shall  be  known—  i  lie  Christian  is,  or  should  be,  a  co-woi  ker  with 
Christ,— R:  I  know ,  only  can  feel  the  joy  ol  redeeming  grace,  as  they 
are  found  doing  our  Master's  will— 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  Mr  Johnson’s  indisposition— he  is  always 
associated  in  my  mind  with  our  exalted  one— Oh,  may  he  be  led  to 
C . 1 1 list,  he  will  be,  if  Christians  are  faithful,  from  those  verses  he 
wrote,  he  certainly  is  a  believer— There  are  two  precious  little  books 
I  think  might  interest  him  — 1  wish  you  would  ask  Mr  B— when  he 
goes  to  N.Y.  to  get  them,  R:  il  you  think  it  propei ,  lend  them  to  him 
either  in  my  name  with  kind  remembrance,  or  your  own— Now  with 
the  name,  perhaps  Mr  B— will  as  usual  have  to  work  his  own  way 
out  of  the  Labrynth— I  believe  one  is  “  The  Dark  River  of  death”— 
the  other  “The  Combatants"— &  for  these,  &  all  other  things,  a^k 
him  I  low  much  I  owe  him,  &:  tell  me  how  I  shall  pay  it?  Will  lie  get 
it  from  Gotheal  in  May— or  can  1  send  it  from  here? 

Your  pieces  are  sweet,  ah  “how  takin”— none  but  a  rent  heart 
should  read  it— we  must  be  touched  in  like  manner— to  feel— to  ap¬ 
preciate— to  realize  that  “he  was  wanted  among  the  blessed  ’—'1  his 
is  our  consolation  Sc  with  the  poetry— I  too  feel  we  can  love  all— Sc 
love  them  as  well,  yet  dozens  could  not  replace  hei  ‘—still  we  would 
want  her— 

If  you  do  not  hear  from  me  in  a  little,  do  not  think  I  am  unwell- 
blit  1  am  unfortunate— all  winter,  when  I  had  no  family,  no  care- 
all  went  on  smoothly— The  Alexanders  had  not  been  here  ten  days, 
when  my  Cook  begun  to  droop,  Sc  occupied  the  most  ol  my  upstairs 
girls  time,  at  last  had  to  give  up  Sc  has  been  (R:  is,  confined  to  her  bed 
for  the  last  ten  days— the  upstairs  girl  with  a  gathered  finger!!  R:  you 
may  be  sure  with  these  things,  we  arc  in  a  perfect  hug  mug  state— 
A  great  big  house  R:  no  one  to  put  a  chair  in  place  unless  looked  after 
— Sc  1  find  I  can  no  longer  work— if  I  attempt  to  make  a  bed,  it  dis¬ 
tresses  me— besides  I  have  so  many  interruptions  that  1  cannot  keep 
at  my  work— 

You  see  by  my  letter  that  I  am  so  nervus  that  everything  is  a  toil 
to  me— Uncle  is  well  R:  sends  you  much  love— he  was  perfectly  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  basket  story,  R:  when  I  had  done,  he  says,  ‘‘God  bless 
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them  all,  Oh,  I  love  Kate— she  is  a  fine  woman,  Sc  so  is  Mary,  only 
Kate  is  more  solider”— 

My  love  to  Mr  Baker— &  kiss  for  children— from  your 

A  lit.  Mother 


1  I  . miiy  1  lla  Stuart,  daughter  of  John  &  Lavinitt— born  l'cl).  i,  iS;,u.  l.avinia  Field 
Stuart’s  molliti  and  sister  were  named  Frances,  and  another  sister  was  named  J  lla, 
so  that  the  baby  was  named  for  her  maternal  grandmother  and  aunts. 

-  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Turner  were  stationed  at  Austin,  Texas. 

•’•  John  Sullivan,  father  of  E.E.S.,  was  a  Roman  Catholic. 

1  I .ittle  Fanny  Bake i . 


Mother  Sc  Sister  desire  to  be  remembered  to  you— 

Port-Richmond  Mar.  25th.  1852 

I\ T y  dear  Kate, 

Your  letter  reached  me  yesterday  afternoon,  and  1  hasten  to  reply. 
I  et  me  first  say  that  1  hope  you  and  dear  little  Eliza  arc  both  entirely 
well  again,  and  that  none  of  your  other  children  have  been  taken 
down.  1  did  not  suppose  Ann  would  leave  you  in  a  long  time— she 
seemed  almost  a  fixture  in  your  household.  1  hope  you  will  be  as 
well  suited  again. 

I  have  for  nurse  now  an  Irish  woman  between  30  &  35  years  of 
age.  She  is  honest  Sc  faithful  I  think— willing  to  be  told.  She  has  been 
living  for  the  past  three  years  in  the  family  of  a  Presbyterian  clergy¬ 
man  who  resided  in  Brooklyn  for  the  first  two  years,  &:  removed  to 
Milford  Ct.  in  May  last.  She  left  there  only  the  1st.  of  this  month, 
because  their  child  was  old  enough  to  do  without  a  nurse.—  But  she 
almost  equals  your  Rosa  in  one  respect!  Her  dullness  is  provoking! 
I  am  obliged  to  tell  her  the  same  thing  half  a  dozen  times  before  she 
understands.  I  try  to  have  patience  with  her,  because  she  means  well, 
Sc  strives  to  please.  Mother  and  I  tend  the  baby  most  of  the  time 
ourselves.  I  keep  Ellen  sewing  when  we  leave  the  baby.  If  I  was 
strong  I  wotdd  rather  do  all  myself,  and  not  be  bothered  with  a  nurse. 
1  dislike  the  Irish  as  a  general  thing.  I  refer  of  course  to  the  lower 
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class.  Father  wanted  to  get  for  me  a  Oerman  girl.  He  saw  in  the 
paper  the  advertisement  of  one  who  could  speak  French  &  English. 
He  called  at  the  place  specified  to  see  her,  and  found  she  had  been 
spoken  for  had  gone  to  No.  i(j  bond  Street.  Do  you  know  who 
lives  there?  The  next  morning  however,  she  made  her  appearance 
at  father’s  office,  porte  momuiie  in  hand,  to  bargain  for  what  she 
could.  She  had  left  No.  16  bond  St.  in  disgust!  She  "did  not  like  the 
appearance  of  the  people”!  She  was  so  much  dressed  Father  felt 

rather  "shy” - &  asked  her  what  she  expected!  She  said  she  had 

always  received  “eight  dollars  a  month  besides  presents  enough  to 
make  up  three  or  four  dollars  more’’!!! 

She  would  never  do  for  me.  Did  you  ever  hear  such  a  demand 
from  a  nurse? 


Now  us  to  Patrick  8c  booth!  I  would  most  gladly  accept  the  propo¬ 
sition  you  named  to  me,  were  it  in  my  power  to  do  so.  lint  unfor- 
t  mutely  I  have  only  a  little  over  one  half  ol  the  sum  required.  1  have 
economized  in  every  way,  for  the  express  object  of  accumulating  as 
much  as  possible,  in  order  that  we  might  have  money  on  interest, 
and  begin  to  look  up  in  the  world.  I  cannot  raise  One  Thousand 
dollars  you  see.  I  know  John  would  like  to  be  drawing  interest 
money— so  that  I  should  have  no  hesitancy  on  that  score.  1  am  sorry 
I  am  not  able  to  do  it.  I  am  much  obliged  to  Mother  lor  letting  me 
know  of  it— and  would  do  it  if  I  could - 

I  do  not  gain  my  strength  as  1  expected.  1  am  almost  discouraged. 
The  baby  has  suffered  a  great  deal  for  two  days  past  with  wind  colic. 
Dear  Rate,  perhaps  I  have  done  wrong  in  naming  her  fanny ,  if  it 
causes  you  unpleasant  feelings!  And  yet  I  wanted  her  to  have  that 
sweet  name,  and  I  hope  she  will  be  like  that  precious  cherub  of 
whom  she  will  always  remind  me— &  by  whose  memory  the  name  is 
so  hallowed.  And  may  we  not  hope  that  the  two  cousins  may  spend 
their  eternity  together,  &  unitedly  sing  praises  to  their  heavenly 
Father  in  FI  is  blissful  courts  above!  God  grant  we  may  all  meet  in 

that  “happy  land”  hereafter - when  we  shall  have  finished  our 

course  in  this  world! 

I  shall  hope  to  hear  from  John  again  in  about  two  weeks,  by  the 
10th.  or  15th.  of  April  we  may  expect  letters  from  San  Francisco. 
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W  ill  he  not  rejoice  when  he  sets  sail  for  home?  Oh,  Kate,  do  pray 

that  nothing  may  happen  to  harm  him - that  he  may  he  brought 

back  to  11s  salely!  You  can  form  no  conception  of  my  anxiety!  1  low 
l  do  long  to  see  him!  I  dreamed  night  before  last  he  had  come,  8; 
1  was  showing  him  his  baby  when  I  awoke.  The  scene  was  very  dis¬ 
tinct,  and  how  disappointed  I  was  when  I  found  it  nothing  but  a 

dream! - Can  you  tell  me  of  anything  that  will  strengthen  the 

eyes.-'  Mine  arc  extremely  weak,  so  that  I  cannot  use  them  at  all  with 
any  degree  ol  comfort.  I  do  not  know  what  I  shall  do. 

Kiss  your  children  for  me - give  my  kind  regards  to  Mr.  Baker 

- and  accept  much  love  from 

Your  affect  iouate  sister 

Lavinia 


Austin,  March  26,  1852 

My  dearest  Sister,1 

1  suppose  you  begin  to  wonder  what  has  become  of  me— I  am  still 
in  Austin— Dr.  has  been  ordered  to  Fort  Crogan  a  day  and  a  half 
journey  from  here  to  take  charge  of  50  or  Go  sick  left  there  by  the 
dilferent  companies  on  their  march  to  the  San  Saba  and  Concho— 
(you  may  as  well  look  on  your  map  and  find  these  places  and  become 
familiar  with  them.)—' The  Dr.  at  the  Post  had  been  ordered  to  join 
the  troops  on  the  march— Dr.  will  be  there  but  a  short  time  and  can 
come  in  every  now  and  then— 

Alter  he  gets  them  all  well,  which  he  will  soon,  or  will  kill  them— 
(they  have  scurvy)— be  is  ordered  to  the  Head  Ots  of  the  2nd  Dra¬ 
goons  Where  they  are  to  be,  we  know  not,  it  is  Geni  i.  Harney’s"  Reg. 
Sc  it  will  be  here— or  at  Fredericksburg— we  will  know  before  long— 
He  is  absent  on  the  Rio  Grande  &  expected  shortly— We  begin  to 
hope  it  will  be  here,  as  we  know  this  will  be  his  choice— the  other 
post  is  a  first  rate  one,  with  the  exception  of  no  schools  &  no  church, 
it  is  a  cool  splendid  climate,  first  rate  Quarters— a  mormon  8c  Ger¬ 
man  settlement  two  miles  from  the  garrison— but  I  want  to  stay  here 
—8:  shall  hope  to,  till  orders  come— 
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I  have  commenced  setting  turkeys,  ducks,  chickens  Rc.— hut  who 
can  tell— It  is  very  lonely  here  without  the  Dr.  1  led  lost  when  he  is 
away— &  ()  Kate  such  a  time  as  I  have  had  since  lie  left— 'The  day  he 
lei  t  it  began  to  tain  t  h  under  R  lighten  terrifically,  R  com  in  tied  to  lor 
some  days— at  last  it  held  up,  R  night  coming  on,  I  lay  down  to  sleep, 
worn  out  with  fright,  R  thought  I  should  have  a  rood  nidit-About 
1  T  n,y  next  neighbor  came  screaming  to  let  her  in.  1  opened  the 
door,  fearing  Indians  R  fire-everything  but  water,— in  came  she,  her 
sister,  three  children  R  servant— She  said  the  river  had  over  flowed 
its  banks,  R  when  they  awoke  their  things  were  all  floating.  Her 
husband  R  servants  were  trying  to  save  what  they  could— We  arc 
about  two  feet  higher  than  they — R  I  had  no  feat— begged  all  to  go 
to  bed,  that  1  would,  Re.— but  in  less  than  half  an  hour  it  was  on  my 
porch— R  I  saw  I  must  escape— So  we  began  to  drag  up  carpets,  trunks 
Rc— but  had  to  leave,  for  Mr.  Brewster  said  if  we  did  not  go  then 
we  could  not  go  at  all. 

Frany  would  not  stir  till  all  was  safe  so  I  made  the  blk.  boy  go  out 
on  horse  back  to  lead  the  way— R  he  began  to  swim— so  that  would 
not  do,— R  we  tried  another  place,  that  would  do— so  the  children 
were  all  taken  in  the  arms,  l  took  Kit.  in  mine,— she  carrying  a  pet 
pigeon  R  the  baby's  likeness  (which  site  thought  of)— R  some  dry 
rags,  R  we  put  out— water  nearly  up  to  our  waists— we  walked  about 
hall  a  mile  R  got  to  the  tavern— Soon  in  came  Frany  R  the  boy,  the 
water  had  rushed  in  so  fast  she  had  to  leave.  Bedroom  carpels  Rc 
they  were  very  dirty  R  wet  a  box  of  books  spoiled,  some  loaf  sugar 
Rc— but  the  other  family  lost  nearly  all  they  had.  I  came  back  to  my 
house,  but  they  took  another— Some  think  it  will  be  sickly,  but  I  do 
not,  R  as  the  Dr.  is  away  I  do  not  like  to  move,  Our  place  is  a  very 
pretty  one,  R  I  like  it— We  have  no  mails  for  over  two  weeks— so  of 
course  you  have  received  none  from  me— The  water  is  so  high— that 
some  of  the  bridges  have  been  carried  away,  R  the  stages  can  not  pass. 

At  last  a  mail  has  arrived  R  brought  Mr.  Baker’s  business  letter  R 
yours— I  can  not  tell  you  how  anxious  I  was  to  hear  from  you— Sev¬ 
eral,  we  hear,  have  been  drowned  by  the  overflow— You  will  ask, 
why  do  you  stay  where  you  are  subject  to  be  overflown  every  year? 
—Simply  because  /  like  this  part  of  the  town  very  much— R  partial- 
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lai  ly  our  place.  Dr.  has  been  down  lo  see  us,  staid  2  days— Arc  we  not 
kept  in  an  unpleasant  state  of  uncertainty— not  knowing  where  we 
are  going,  or  ll  we  arc— it  is  too  bad  ever  since  the  1st  ol  Dec.  we 
have  been  expecting  orders— 1  may  say— daily— 

I  lease  ghe  my  best  love  to  Mr.  Baker  8c  thank  him  once  more  for 
the  Dr.  &  me,  tell  we  do  not  know  what  we  would  do  without  him, 
lor  I  would  suspect  every  body  else— O,  it  must  have  done  his  heart 
good  to  give  S27  for  that  bedstead  when  I  only  expected  him  to  gi\e 
§10— but  never  mind,  l  will  put  that  along  side  of  my  patent  leather 
Hunk  S:  pay  him  lor  it  some  day — How  did  he  know  what  to  get? — 
I  forgot  to  tell  him  where  to  go  for  it,  or  anything  about  it,  &:  feared 
1  should  not  get  it — the  kind  I  sent  fbr — I  got  the  impression  was  a 
hi  an  new  idea  but  Mrs.  Johnston  says  she  had  one  years  ago  &  did 
not  like  it— lor  unless  both  turn  together,  the  one  that  does  not  turn 
is  bounced  sky  high— but  maybe  1  shall  like  it,— Sc  if  I  do— I  don’t 
care  il  it  is  §27.— ‘What  do  you  think  of  it? 

As  to  the  Piano— 1  thank  you  very  much  for  your  trouble  Sc  know 
I  shall  like  it— if  you  do— Sc  I  think  it  very  cheap— If  1  want  to  sell  it, 
I  can  easily  get  ftGoo.  I  have  seen  two  pianos  here  that  cost  -1> M 7 5 ,  that 
1  would  not  have  in  the  house,  horrid  ugly  Mahogany— Sc  not  one 
additional  key— little  ugly  things— If  you  say  it  is  a  good  one,  I  shall 
believe  it,  Sc  crack  it  up  accordingly— As  to  Kit’s  shoes,  I  do  not  think 
$1  niiu  h.  Here  I  pay  $1.25.  As  to  the  sacks,  I  said  nothing  about 
trimming  them,  for  1  fell  stingy  &  wanted  them  pretty  too,  &  when 
you  wrote  that  Mrs.  Baker  was  having  them  made,  I  thought  they 
would  be  just  the  thing.  I  wear  them  all  the  time— in  the  house- 
even  when  people  come  in,  with  a  black  skirt— it  is  so  hot  here,  I  can 
not  dress.  At  any  rate,  I  know  they  will  be  better  looking  than  those 
I  made  last  summer. 

I  am  almost  sorry  that  I  have  not  made  preparations  to  throw  oil 
my  deep  black  this  summer  or  fall,3— it  is  so  very  hot,  but  I  could  not 
bear  to  do  it— the  last  three  years  are  ones  long  never  to  be  forgotten 
by  any  of  us— but  such  black  as  I  wear  is  very  hot— How  shall  1  have 
my  sleeves  made?  Can  you  not  send  me  in  a  letter  a  pattern?  1  thank 
you  very  much  for  Kit’s  sack— I  want  that  above  all  things— never 
mind  the  button  holes— I  can  make  them— Kit  says  to  thank  the  ch il- 
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dicn  lor  the  things  they  have  put  in-shc  will  not  think  it  trash- 
hniny  says  to  thank  you  very  much  Cor  her  things,  &  tell  you  she 
sends  her  love.  I  am  crazy  to  get  my  books  from  you  also  Mary  Lyon1 
-Kate  you  can  not  tell  how  I  shall  value  that  hook-1  love  and  ven¬ 
erate  the  memory  of  that  woman— The  papers  say  Prof.  Hitchcock 
wrote  it  but  I  guess  H.  White  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  it- She 
loves  to  write— 

I  have  asked  you  to  tell  me  how  to  direct  to  Lib,  &  you  do  not  do 
it.  I  have  written  her,  but  as  1  get  no  answer,  1  presume  1  have  di- 
lected  wiong  Do  not  lorgct  to  let  me  know — 1  hate  on  account  of 
her  lamily  not  to  have  her  receive  letters  regularly  from  us— 1  think 
it  would  have  been  decent  lor  them  to  have  written  me  that  the 
child  was  in  the  world3— I  wish  I  could  learn  to  let  people  learn  to 
do  as  they  please— It  is  so  queer,  when  John  is  with  me,  he  seems  to 
love  me  so  much,  &  when  he  is  away  he  cares  not  one  straw  for  me— 
1  am  glad  she  is  going  to  call  her  baby  Fanny,  1  wish  she  would  call 
it  "Fanny  Baker".  Yes  John  will  be  pleased— 1  pray  all  their  children 
may  be  girls— What  or  who  do  they  say  it  looks  like.  Tell  me  if  they 
make  much  fuss  with  it  at  the  house— Mother  will  love  it  very  much, 
1  think  it  will  be  one  of  the  pets,  1  know— its  being  John’s  will  be 
enough.  O  how  I  pray  that  he  may  be  such  a  father  as  he  should  be 

I  lear  he  will  be  too  severe— &  torment  them  to  death— I  hope  not— 
I  fear  he  does  not  select  the  best  points  to  imitate. 

[Mary  Stuart  Turner.] 

1  Original  Letter  owned  by  Kli/abeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

-  Col.  R:  Brevet  Brigadier  General  William  S.  Harney. 

Deep  mourning  for  her  baby,  "Tommy”  who  had  died  July  2,  1 8;,o. 

1  "  The  Power  of  Christian  Benevolent e,  Illustrated  in  the  Life  R;  Letters  of  Mary 
Lyon  Compiled  by  Edward  Iliuhcoek,  l).l).  L.I..D.  President  of  \nihersl  College, 
With  the  Assistance  of  Others”— published  in  1851. 

•>  Fanny  Ella  Stuart,  child  of  John  and  Lavinia  Stuart,  who  was  born  Feb.  1,  i8-,2 
at  Port  Richmond,  Staten  Island,  N.Y. 

Detroit,  April  1  si,  1 852 

Dear  Son— 

We  are  all  well  &  today  is  a  real  winter  day— very  cold  &  ground 
covered  with  snow— from  appearances,  however,  it  is  going  to  clear— 
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I  he  Alcxs  expect  to  leave  here  in  about  three  weeks,  they  mean 
to  \  isit  \\  ashingion  before  they  leave  the  States,  America  has  greatly 
improved  both  ol  them— neither  wanted  head,  but  the  iron  rule  of 
Scotch  education,  made  them  seem,  what  they  were  not: 

1  hope  you  are  all  well— love  to  K,  8c  my  precious  children— Kind 
remembrance  to  all  in  Bond  Street,  with  much  love  to  yourself,  ever 
believe  me  your 

AlTectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 

Detroit,  April  5th,  185” 

Dear  Son— 

Your  two  favors  of  29th  &  30th,  Ins.  I  recievcd  last  night,  8c  am 
thankful  to  learn  through  them  that  you  are  all  well,  &  especially 
that  dear  Eliza  had  recovered— 

East  night’s  mail  brought  me  a  letter  from  John  Sc  from  Mary— 
John’s  Eeb.  25  all  well  &  in  line  spirits— they  had  just  anchored  in 
front  of  San  Francisco— 

Poor  Eavinia  says,  “Mother,  Kate  says— Mrs  Radford  never  speaks 
of  John!  What  can  that  mean?”— Now  I  am  like  Eavinia:  if  all  were 
going  right,  do  you  not  think  Mr  R  would  naturally  say  something 
about  him?  I  wish  I  knew,  or  could  find  out,  how  things  have  gone 
on— King  writes  very  complimentary  letters  to  his  family  about  John 
-but  this  may  be,  that  it  may  be  repeated  to  me— I  know  fretting 
will  not  make  one  hair  white  or  black,  yet  such  is  my  temperament— 

1  have  had  a  head  snapping  day— I  cannot  tell  you  how  I  rejoiced 
that  conscience  kept  me  from  reading  your  letter  last  evening— 1 
thought,  if  it  is  business,  in  spite  of  myself,  it  will  intrude  itself  in 
my  head  8:  heart— &  I  will  not  risk  it— This  morning,  the  first  thing, 
1  read  it,  Sc  that  Eee  business  upset  me— Well,  soliloquized  I,  I  never 
will  again  trust  any  Man— they  shall  wait  for  my  name  until  I  send 
to  Morristown  &  hear  from  there— 8:  I  began  R:  turned  out  Red  Chest 
—Leather  Trunks— Canisters  8c  Desks,  8c  all  I  could  find  is  the 
enclosed— 

What  a  scene  of  joy  the  first  tooth  always  is— but  Master  Loo’s, 
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a  little  beyond  the  common  walk-how  thankful  we  should  be  that 
he  is  cutting  them  so  easy— I  hope  that  he  will  not  get  the  scarletina 
-I  can  hardly  believe  that  Kate  had  it-Forshc  had  the  Scarlet  Fever 
\ei\  seveiely  I  trust  my  blessed  Mary  &  Bessie  may  not  get  it— 
Kiss  my  precious  children  lor  me,  with  much  love  to  i hem— My 

love  to  K— thank  her  lor  her  letter  which  1  shall  answci  as  soon  as 
I  can— 

I  he  Alex  with  Dave  'Falk  of  leaving  here  on  the  i(uh  Ins.  rFhey, 
together  with  Uncle,  ask  to  be  kindly  remembered  to  you  both— 
with  much  love  to  you,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother 

K.  F.  vSi  uai  t 


Deaiest  Kate— 


Detroit,  April  (it  h,  i  852 


Did  you  ever  read  a  little  Vol.  written  by  a  Scotchman,  entitled 
"The  (  rook  in  the  Lot”?  We  all  have  a  crook  in  our  Lot— Your  last 
letter,  March  28th,  reed,  last  evening,  made  me  sad,  nervus  &  fretted 
—what  could  have  got  into  your  servants,  with  whom  you  were 
pleased,  &  who  were  pleased  with  their  position?  Was  Ann  the  one 
I  used  to  call  Nora  Crcna?  &  was  Rosa  the  one  you  hired  the  day  1 
lei t i  You  are  right,  these  things  will  exercise  your  patience  &  I  be¬ 
lieve  with  you,  that  nothing  will  bind  them  but  Dollars  and  cents— 
Where  have  they  gone  to?  Ann  was  a  great  loss— Tell  rue  pat  1  icuhtrly 
her  reason— How  do  you  get  along— How  painful  that  you  should 
have  just  got  them  well  trained  &  then  to  leave  you— Oh,  I  trust 
Margaret  will  not  leave  you— time  may  identify  her  with  you  but 
I  feel  as  you  do,  their  heathenism ,  not  religion,  puts  an  effectual 
barrier  between  us— 

We  have  had  a  great  time  here  with  them,  a  Mass  (1  suppose  in 
immitation  of  us)  protracted  Meeting,  at  which  two  priests  from  the 
Epis.  Church,  from  Dr  IJnderdonk’s  College,  addressed  the  Multi¬ 
tude-one  was  a  Son  of  Chancellor  Walworth  1-  the  other  a  Mr 
Hewitt— church  was  open  all  the  time  for  three  weeks1— from  (i  A.M . 
until  10  P.M.— Rosaries  were  blessed— Absolutions  granted— restora- 
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tions  made — indulgences  sold — Major  Kcarsley  rccievcd  some  silver 
spoons— a  note  accompanying,  “1  hese  belong  to  you— keep  them  Inu 
ask  no  quest  ions”. —Mrs  Markham  lost  jewelry  nearly  a  year  ago— 
she  recieved  it  all,  with  a  similar  note— Of  course,  I  never  went  near 
them— but  I  heard  a  great  deal  from  those  who  did— 

One  of  these  formerly  Plot.  Ministers— told  them  much  of  the 
wonderlul  miracles  wrought  by  the  Cath.  Church— got  them  so  ex¬ 
cited  upon  prayers  lor  the  dead  that  they  who  heard  him  said,  that 
they  did  not  believe  that  a  servant  in  this  City  would  spend  a  cent 
of  their  wages,  but  give  all  to  the  Priests— one  among  the  many  things 
he  told— A  man  had  buried  his  friend— he  was  troubled  one  night— 
could  not  sleep  fee  Soon  a  person  appeared  to  him,  whom  he  soon 
recognized  to  be  his  dead  friend,  pale,  distressed  in  countenance  & 
groaned  bitterly,  on  the  living  one  speaking  to  him,  he  shrieked, 
held  up  his  hands,  from  every  linger  ol  which  streamed  a  flame  of 
blue  lire,  fe  then,  the  fire  rushed  from  his  nose,  eyes  fx  ears  fx  with 
unearthly  sounds  he  told  him—' "You,  you  can  relieve  me  from  this 
torment,  by  paying  for  only  four  Masses  for  my  poor  soul”— The 
friend  told  him  that  he  would  arise  fx  that  minute  go  to  the  priest 
Sc  have  the  Masses  said— the  next  night  be  appeared  again  fx  told  him 
that  his  soul  was  released!! 

'They  told  the  people,  that  let  their  sins  be  what  they  might,  they 
had  only  with  all  their  soul,  lift  their  eyes  in  holy  reverence,  cross 
their  hands  on  their  breast,  Sc  prostrate  themselves  before  the  Queen 
of  Heaven,  for  she  is  Queen,  as  her  Son  is  King,  Sc  three  times  say 
that  devout  prayer  to  her  “The  hail  Mary'’— their  sins  would  be  all 
forgiven!!  And  to  such  abominations  Mr  8:  Mrs  Elbert  have  con¬ 
nected  themselves! ! 

There  is  evidently  a  very  bitter,  rancorous  feeling  stirred  up 
against  the  Protestants— the  Tract  Sc  Bible- 

One  man  in  confession  told  that  a  certain  one  had  stolen,  fx  he 
had  neither  told  of  it,  nor  spoken  to  the  man— The  Priest  went  to 
the  accused,  Sc  in  an  irish  rage,  the  accused  went  to  his  accusor  & 
told  him  that  he  witnessed  a  murder,  which  he  had  committed  4 
years  since— This  was  overheard  by  a  constable  who  reported— They 
are  both  on  trial— 
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I  am  afraid  Lavinia’s  nurse  gave  her  Babe  Paragoric-The  girl  to 
whom  I  referred,  will  not  go  as  Nurse— it  will  be  lime  enough  in  the 
iall  to  make  her  arrangements — 


1  love  that  Paul  Johnson  &  rejoice  to  hear  that  he  is  better— 
May  God  by  his  Spirit  draw  him  to  himsell-such  cases  are  melan- 
cliolly— Just  like  our  own  boys-lrained  under  the  Gospel,  &  as  far 
from  it  as  the  1  leathern— 


\  on  m  list  pi  ay  (or  y  our  M  mister — remember  Paul  may  preach  See 
yet  God  must  give  the  increase-daily  I  am  brought  to  know  the  rich 
blessing of  prayer— May  you  grow  in  grace— pray  that  your  faith  may 
be  substance  pi  ay  pray — hold  just  what  you  have  got — R:  never,  never 
turn  to  the  fleeting  false  promises  of  Earth— pray  to  be  wholly  sanc¬ 
tified  Oil,  how  much  1  think  of  you,  with  your  weight  of  responsi¬ 
bility  1  low  kindly,  truly  God  has  ordered  your  steps— given  you  a 
1  i  lend  on  whom  you  can  rely  in  every  hour  of  trial — one1  to  ivho.se 
judgement  you  can  safely  confide— one  capable  of  counselling  you— 
guiding  you  k  giving  you  every  facility  in  regulating  your  family 
—Indeed,  dear  K— ,  it  seems  to  me  that  he  was  kept  for  you,  has  it 
never  seemed  strange  to  you,  that  surrounded  as  lie  was  with  beauty, 
wealth,  education  kc  that  he  should  have  gone  to  the  rough  West, 
k:  found  his  "Rebecca  ?  I  bus  far  has  God’s  blessing  rested  on  you 
both— the  little  Lamb  that  he  so  kindly  sheltered  from  the  rough 
wintry  blasts  of  Earth,  serves  as  a  beacon  to  incline  the  heart  of  the 
whole  household  upward— if  those  blessed  children  would  speak, 
they  would  tell  how  much  they  think  of  her  in  I  leaven— May  we  all 
so  live,  so  trust,  that  we  may  her  “Haven  gain”— 


Little  Marion-  is  unwell,  k  seems  so  much  like  our  own  little 
Marion,3  that  I  am  anxious  about  her— 

I  believe  1  told  you  that  I  had  a  little  Sab.  School  in  my  bed  room 
—the  dear  children  are  improving  astonishingly  in  it  &  really  love 
the  Bible— Another  thing  which  1  am  sure  will  rejoice  your  heart— 


They  all  go  to  church  with  me— &  Sarah  will,  1  think,  the  moment 
Dave  leaves— She  is  very  dejected,  R:  so  am  I,  about  his  going— yet 
I  am  sure  it  is  for  the  best— Here,  he  feels  himsell  trammeled  with 
an  influence  that  he  cannot  shake  off— if  even  he  has  to  return,  I 
believe  it  will  be  greatly  to  his  permanent  advantage— 
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I  am  thankful  that  dear  Eliza  has  recovered— I  do  not  believe  that 
yours  was  ol  the  Scarlet  Fever  family— you  had  it  many  years  ago  very 
sex  erely— 


I  have  never  known  such  a  year  as  this,  for  the  distressing  issue 
m  confinements— almost  every  young  mother  here  has  died,  &  they 
who  did  not,  lost  their  child— another  added  to  the  long-  list  is  a  Mrs 
Milici  lives  in  the  house  Capt.  Grayson  occupied — Young,  accom¬ 
plished,  beautiful,  an  universal  favorite,  only  been  from  Europe  six 
months,  entertaining  all  with  her  account  of  her  tour,  &c— to  crown 
t  neii  happiness,  a  Son  was  born,  she  smart  for  four  or  five  days,  when 
lex  er  set  in— at  the  lotli  day  the  Doc.  told  her  husband  that  she  must 
die— about  two  hours  before  her  death,  he  told  Mr  Miller  that  he 


should  communicate  the  intelligence  to  her— when  it  was  done  in 
a  most  agitated  manner,  she  exclaimed  “Die?  die?  Why,  what  is  there 
to  kill  me."  Oh,  il  1  could  be  permitted  to  recover  only  long  enough 
to  live  part  of  my  life  for  God”— seizing  her  husband  by  one  hand, 
fv  her  sister  by  the  other— Oh,  said  she,  my  dear  husband,  from  this 
moment  lix'e  lor  God,  live  prepared  lor  this  solemn  hour.  Oh  my 
sister,  never  never  trifle  with  religion— it  is  a  solemn  thing  to  (lie- 
promise  me,  oh  both  promise  me,  that  you  will  live  for  God  &  for 
eternity”.  She  was  under  great  excitement  &  begged  her  husband  to 
pray  for  her— he  knelt  down  &  prayed— She  had  been  a  Catholic,  but 
always  went  to  Church  with  him— he  says  that  he  thinks  that  her 
visit  to  Rome,  disgusted  her  with  Catholicism— The  Epis.  Minister, 
Mr  A  Id  is,  a  godly  man,  no  Puscyism  about  him,  administered  the 
sacrament  to  them  a  little  while  before  her  death  &  he  &  the  bishop 
say  that  she  seemed  weak  enough  to  die  when  she  was  partaking  of 
the  elements— notwithstanding  she  made  them  both  promise,  that 
while  her  body  was  before  them,  they  would  deliver  a  message  from 
her  to  the  young,  &  charge  them  to  lix’e  lives  of  holiness  &  prepare 
to  meet  God— Much  that  was  very  interesting  she  left  for  her  gay, 
joyous  companions,  of  which  circle  she  truly  was  the  centre— Her 
husband  was  rich  &  very  proud  of  her— &  she  so  sweet,  every  one  was 
willing  to  give  her  praise— her  sweet  boy  lives— 

We  arc  all  well,  yet  in  the  depths  of  winter,  severely  cold,  a  heavy 
snow  storm  all  yesterday— we  are  hoping  that  it  is  the  last— every- 
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tiling  enormously  high-Roads  too  bad  for  Farmers  to  tome  iu-My 
lbiti  Iici  s  bill  shocks  me— Meat  eight  cts— Fggs  eighteen  <  is— Butler 
kinds/  !. 

For  the  first  time  in  my  life— 1  have  now  in  the  wood  1  louse,  wood 
enough  lot  tomorrow  &  next  day— &  none  in  market— Roads  most 
dreadful— 

I  lie  Alex  s  leave  here  about  the  i(ith — Navigation  permitting — 

I  ha\e  not  seen  Mrs  Lcdyard  since  1  reed  youi  letter  1  am  sure 

she  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  you  have  been  so  much  interested 
in  it— 

Mrs  Cass  has  been  confined  to  her  room  &;  bed  almost  the  whole 
winter— 

Remember  me  kindly  to  Mr  8c  Mrs  Stites— &  all  your  Morristown 
friends— ever  remember  to  mention  my  kind  regards  in  Bond  Street— 
I  reed  a  letter  from  Uncle  T.‘  last  night  from  Albany— spoke  of 
your  kindness  in  writing,  &  said  that  he  had  seated  himself  two  or 
three  times  to  acknowledge  it,  but  had  always  failed— Aunt  Nelly® 
is  building  a  store  on  the  corner  of  Fulton  8c  Nassau— 

A  letter,  too,  from  Mary — all  well  &  cheerl  ul  -one  1 10m  John  from 
San  Francisco— well  8c  pleased— nothing  new— 

My  love  to  Mr  B  &  to  my  precious  dearly  loved  children— Oh  how 
I  wish  to  see  that  Boy— &  only  think  of  his  having  a  tooth— 

I  am  perplexed  about  my  gifts  to  Scotland— Now  speak  )our  soul 
to  me  8:  tell  me  what  you  think  of  the  following— I  have  partly 
bought  a  Bracelet  for  Mary  $16  with  a  stone  the  color  of  that  dark 
blue  enamelled  on  your  vases— Aunt  Kate  is  poor  &:  so  is  Uncle 
Janie’s  widow— She  is  your  father’s  only  sister— to  send  to  these  wo¬ 
men— or  their  daughters,  jewelry,  is  wrong— to  send  them  a  dress  is 
sending  Coals  to  New  Castle— I  thought  of  sending  to  each  of  them 
(the  widow  &  sister)  Fifty  Dollars,  8c  the  five  daughters  must  go  with¬ 
out— Now  as  you  know,  1  love  council  Sc  advice— if  you  see  anything 
more  advantageous  8c  less  expensive— suggest  it,  8:  do  it  quickly— 

Ask  Mr  Baker  if  I  must  get  anything  from  Mrs  Wilcox— or  did  the 
payment  which  Ellen  Wilcox  made  in  Jan.  settle  in  anticipation  that 
which  is  due— March  2 Bib- 

Let  me  know  how  you  get  on  with  your  new  girls— Much  love  to 
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you  &  prayer  that  you  may  become  a  strong  Christian,  walking  in  the 
liglu  o!  Gods  countenance,  recieve  wisdom  from  on  high,  to  train 
yoi"  children  in  the  nurture  Sc  admonition  of  the  Lord— that  yours 
may  be  a  family,  whose  God  is  the  Lord,  that  you  may  be  a  happy 
family— 

My  best  love  to  Mr  llakcr  &  admiration  for  his  patience,  whose 
example  herein  1  hope  you  will  follow— 

Your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  cannot  read  over  what  I  have  written— I  like  you,  am  always 
hurried- 

belle  Duflield  “  is  to  be  married  tonight— Mr  Duflield’s  health  is 
improving— 

1  ake  care  R:  do  not  read  this  trash  before  your  children— if  you 
do,  it  will  make  an  injurious  impression— 

1  I.ciiu  n  Retreat  held  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paid. 
Father  Clarence  Augustus  Walworth  and  Father  Augustine  Francis  Ilewil. 

-  Marion,  daughter  of  David  Stuart,  horn  May  mj,  iHjj. 

a  Marion,  daughter  of  Robert  l.li/aheth,  who  was  born  May  1 8,  i S  and  died 
August  3,  1835. 

1  Uncle  1  home. 

r’  Aunt  Nelly  Coxe. 

Isabella  Graham  Duflield,  only  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  &:  Mrs.  George  Duflield, 
married  Dr.  Morse  Stewart. 


Detroit,  April  10th,  1852 

Dear  Son— 

1  mailed  a  long  letter  to  K  a  day  or  two  since,  &  sent  a  newspaper, 
in  which  were  announced  the  marriage  of  b.  Duflield1— Sc  death  of 
Mrs  \Vhiting—~ 

I  only  write  to  day  to  say  that  Eldrcd  has  pd  $50— Sc  Mr  Cole  is 
to  pay  this  afternoon  $70,  both  ol  which  I  shall  deposite— 

Our  weather  for  the  last  two  days  is  really  Spring  like — 

Yesterday  Mrs  I  Eastings  came  to  me  really  in  distress  (this  is  a  pro¬ 
found  secret)  begging  111c  to  lend  her  $600— she  says  she  will  deposite 
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txiss  Stock  as  security  which  she  does  not  wish  to  part  with,  nor  to 
raise  money  on  from  Strangers- J 'his  is  from  her  own  property  which 
was  all  secured  to  her  before  her  marriage— but  Mr  II  is  really  ill, 
confined  to  the  house,  &  she  thinks  it  is  from  distress  of  miiul- 

Now,  all  my  Air  Castles  about  which  I  wrote  you  some  time  since, 
I  see  must  explode,  such  as  Gass  Stock,  &c— The  Si.yoo  promised  to 
lkiti  ick— the  $6oo  to  McKibben-Doclors  $1000  &  Moffals  last  pay- 
ment  will  about  close  my  ability-will  I  be  able  to  lend  her  this?  & 
meet  till  the  other  liabilities?  &  live?  Oh,  1  forgot  .Si  500  lor  the 
kunlze  Lot,  nothing  further  has  been  done  in  that— But  of  course, 
we  must  be  prepared  for  all — 

^  I  shall  have  to  do  without  Gass,  at  any  rate  lor  the  present — 
It  is  not  likely  that  I  shall  live  many  years,  S:  I  am  just  going  to  ex¬ 
pense,  lor  other  persons,  who  in  living  or  buying,  will  not  give  one 
Dollar  more  in  consideration  ol  Gass— At  any  rate,  1  think  1  shall 
wait  a  year— I  suppose  it  will  make  a  little  stir— They  seem  to  think 
that  the  old  Detroiters,  with  good  houses,  should  patronize  it— 

We  are  all  well,  with  the  exception  of  influenza— Much  love  to 
K— and  the  clear  children— 

1  hope  Mr  Lyell’s  Harp  instruction  gave  you  success— lie  thought, 
with  me,  that  the  spring  or  wire  could  not  have  been  bent,  but  by 
rough  handling— he  seemed  to  think,  it  only  seemed  bent  — 

With  much  love  to  you,  believe  me,  Your 

Affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 

1  On  April  0,  1 85^  Isabella  Graham  DuHichl  was  married  to  Dr.  Morse  Stewart. 
Rev.  Dr.  Dulfieltl  performed  the  ceremony  at  his  residence.  Mis.  Stuart  called  Isabella 
"Belle.” 

-  Mrs.  Harriet  Cordelia  Whiting  Shepherd,  wife  of  Edward  Shepheid,  died  April 
ei,  185a,  aged  e.J  years. 


April  1  ath,  1 8  r,  a 

Dear  Son-  J 

Truly  I  keep  you  exercised,  but  never  mind,  you  are  honored  in 
having  the  crown,  &  you  know  what  Shakespeare  says  “Uneasy  lies 
the  head  that  wears  it’’— 
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1  am  glad  k  —  wrote  to  Lavinia  about  her  $Goo — the  mail  that 
brought  your  letter  brought  me  one  from  Lavinia,  begging  me  to 
secure  it  lor  them,  which  I  shall  do  immediately— I  sent  to  Mr 
M(  Kibben  &:  told  him  that  instead  of  W.C.B.  to  put  John’s  name— 
I  bate  leai  ned  horn  witnessing  the  Doc’s  nest  Egg  how  serviceable 
it  has  been  to  them,  not  only  in  money  matters,  but  their  habits  of 
economy,  which  il  not  carried  into  meanness,  is  a  great  means  of 
improving  character— 

1  doubt  il  any  Gass  Stock  can  be  purchased,  there  is  a  rush  for 
that,  Je  Can.R.R.  by  Capitalists,  who  are  disgusted  with  the  Taxa¬ 
tion.  I  should  not  be  surprized,  when  the  pack  (hid  it  out,  they  will 
invent  some  way  of  taxing  them  also— 

1  am  relieved  in  mind  about  the  Harp— Mr  Lyell  said,  that  from 
k’s  description  be  feared  that  it  would  have  to  be  sent  to  N. York- 

Dear  Son,  Lawyers  do  not  move  as  you  do— it  is  always  time  enough 
-Walker  seems  to  me  never  at  home,  fc  his  brother  it  seems  knows 
nothing  about  me  or  the  business,  besides  I  do  not  quite  fancy  him 
as  I  do  our  Mr  Walker— If  pressing  will  accomplish  anything,  1  shall 
do  it— 

I  hope  1  have  written  intelligently— if  I  have  not,  you  must  un¬ 
ravel  it.  As  Macabees  says,  1  have  done  what  I  could— You  cannot 
concieve  in  how  great  a  whirl  1  live— To  think  of  me,  you  all  im- 
magine  me  in  a  quiet  domestic  retired  life,  such  I  am  convinced 
now,  is  never  to  be  my  portion,  &  1  suppose  it  is  best  for  me— 1  sup-' 
pose  perhaps  were  I  permitted  to  have  the  quiet  I  long  for,  I  should 
become  very  indolent— 

We  are  all  blessed  with  good  health— I  despair  of  ever  being  able 
to  retrenc  h  my  expenses— this  again  has  been  an  expensive  year— 

I  have  just  rccievcd  k’s  letter  Sc  will  acknowledge  it  in  a  day  or 
two— 

The  Alexanders  expect,  or  hope  to  get  from  here,  from  the  i  6th 
to  the  i  8th  ins.— as  yet  we  are  ice  bound— Your  last  letters  were  nine 
days  coming— 

Tell  K— 1  am  looking  for  something  to  send  to  Scotland— to  Mary, 

I  send  a  Bracelet  IjjiiG,  to  each  of  the  young  Gents,  a  Fruit  Knife, 
each  S  i  .50— They  are  such  an  interminable  race,  that  I  have  become 
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£,ddy  Wldl  dlc  thought— To  Aunt  Kate  I  shall  send  .550— &  what  to 
the  three  daughters ,  k  Aunt  James  k  two  daughters  1  know  not - 
All  thank  you  lor  your  kind  remembrance  of  them  R:  beg  to  be 
kindly  remembered  to  you  both-Miss  Rockwell  hegs  her  ullcction- 
ate  t eg. uds  to  K  R:  the  dear  children — Oh,  how  1  long  to  see  them, 
how  much  they  will  have  changed,  should  we  be  permuted  ever 
again  to  meet  My  love  to  them  R:  kiss  (or  each — With  much  love  to 
lv— &  yourself  ever  your 

Your  obliged 

A 1  fee t io n a te  Mother, 

E.K.S. 

Always  remember  me  to  Bond  Street— 

1  onight  the  Alex— k  all  the  world  arc  going  to  a  large  party  at 
Genl.  Cass’ 


April  i.j,  ’50 

Dearest  Kate— 

I  need  not  say  one  word  to  you  to  try  to  make  you  understand 
how  truly  &  intelligently  or  practically  I  understand  your  deplorable 
condition  relative  to  your  servants— What  could  have  got  into  Rosa 
k  Ann?  Cannot  you  find  out  what  is  working  with  Margaret?  The 
thought  of  your  losing  her  makes  me  sick— 

I  had  for  the  last  16  months  just  such  an  animal  as  your  greasy 
one,  who  could  not  turn  a  knob  in  the  house,  for  whom  I  had  con¬ 
stantly  to  get  up  k  open  the  door,  for  fear  of  having  it  wrenched 
from  its  place,  &  after  accumulating  about  as  much  dirt,  as  1  could 
well  stand,  &  breaking  ten  times  the  Amt.  of  her  wages,  1  slat  ted  her 
&  have  now  got  a  faithful  good  girl,  Dora’s  sister— My  Annie  in  one 
Crash  broke  for  me  eighteen  Dollars  worth  of  glass  R:  (  Tina— besides 
Lamp  Globes  (2)  k  Chimnies  not  numbered— 2  of  my  Castors— They 
are  the  torment  of  life— If  you  had  a  friend  who  would  catch  a  couple 
immediately  from  one  of  the  European  Cities,  you  would  almost 
invariably  do  well— I  am  told  that  the  Norwegians  make  the  best 
of  all  that  are  imported— Get  rid  of  these  awful  things  you  have  got 
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—Any  girl  who  could  bear  the  feeling  of  grease  about  her  hands  is 
inalcly  dirty,  R;  you  need  not  expect  to  reform  her— 

1  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Mr  B— yesterday,  wherein  I  told  him  all 
my  bu.sinevs,  R:  now  let  me  say  to  you  that  1  am  truly  rejoiced  that 
) on  ha\'e  turned  your  attention  to  Arithmetic— it  is  as  necessary  as 
to  know  how  to  make  bread— I  hope  8:  trust  that  you  may  never  for 
yotnsell  want  it,  but  you  may  find  it  very  necessary,  even  in  assisting 
your  husband— 11  he  has  the  patience  to  teach  it  you  grasp  it  more 
eagerly  than  gold— Soon  after  we  married  your  dear  father  took 
pains  to  teach  me— Got  me  a  handsome  Book,  &  raised  an  A/C  for 
himself— lor  me— lor  Mary— &  for  Servant— I  went  on  for  a  few  weeks, 
but,  feeling,  what  shall  /  ever  want  with  such  stuff?— 1  cast  Book  & 
A/C  to  the  winds!  &  now,  I  pay  for  it— You  know  not  what  you  may 
be  called  to  pass  through,  be  ready  for  any  thing— 

15th— I  had  written  thus  far  when  1  was  interrupted  by  company 
—Mr  &  M  i  s  Poilen  R:  two  children  came  Sc  spent  the  night  &  left  next 
day  after  breakfast— 

1  never  understood  so  little  of  character,  as  I  have  done  of  the 
Alex-s— Mr  B— understood  them  better  than  any  of  us— 1  have  be¬ 
come  very,  very  fond  of  both  &  when  1  Imd  that  dilidence  and  noth¬ 
ing  else  caused  their  conduct  to  me,  1  feel  as  if  I  could  cry— Can  you 
believe  it  possible  that  dear  Uncle  A  told  me  that  lie. was  afraid  of  me? 

I  suppose  the  only  being  in  existence— Oh,  I  wish  1  could  jump 
into  your  little  snuggery— 2c  sit  between  you  8c  tell  both  every  thing— 
Your  dear  father  used  to  say,  “Betsy,  your  greatest  fault  is,  that  you 
are  too  accessible”,— now  here  his  brother  says  he  could  not  approach 
me!!  Never  refer  to  this,  for  1  have  made  them  feel  at  home  with  me, 
R:  1  think  they  understand  me  better— No  wonder  they  appeared  well 
in  Morristown— IVu  were  their  own,  Your  father’s  child.  Mr  B  laid 
himself  out  to  put  them  at  ease—/  to  them  an  entire  Stranger  See. 
They  do  not  seem  like  the  same  beings— Sc  1  can  tell  you,  that  he 
commands  his  house  as  much  as  ever  your  father  did— even  to  his 
38  year  old  John,  who  is  8c  has  been  for  10  years,  the  head  of  their 
business— for  once  he  has  had  a  conversation  with  me  on  family  mat¬ 
ters  &  seems  to  realize  that  I  am  one  of  them— he  is  a  noble  man,  & 
all  that  seemed  foolery,  was  awkward  diffidence,  the  result  of  Scotch 
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discipline.  Young  A  is  the  admired  of  all  admirers,  at  a  large  parly 
•it  Mis  Cass  a  lew  evenings  since,  lie  was  very  much  admired,  lor 
CVC)y  thing—  looks— manners— conversation  Rc— lie  is  a  man  alter 


Mr  B’s  own  heart— scrupulously  honest,  honorable,  high-minded, 
would  be  generous  to  a  fault,  but  the  reins  are  kept  too  light— his 
shillings  or  a  dollar  are  handed  to  him  as  he  may  want,  but  his  pride 
is  stu  h,  th.it  he  always  seems  to  have  money,  &  maintains  his  position 
bet  Lei  than  ours  would  even  with  their  pockets  lull,  lor  he  will  not 
go  into  folly  or  extravagance,  to  please  any— 

^  (,u  m lsundei stood  Uncle,  m  his  bungling  way  ol  speaking  of 
Aunt  Rate  s  daughters— he  meant  you  to  have  one  in  your  house,  to 
do  yom  sewing  Mantua  making  Sec— from  his  description,  1  think 
they  would  be  rich  acquisition—  they  are  your  father’s  Sister’s  cliil- 
di  mi,  R  from  all  who  have  seen  her  1  hear  she  is  a  \  cry  sensible  judi- 
cious  woman  but  married  poor — k:  l  suspect  an  inellicient,  but 
handsome  genteel  man— She  has  four  daughters— all  under  the  a<’e 
ol  thirty— all  handsome  &:  “well  mannered’’— you  know  they  have 
always  been  in  Alex  home  as  his  own— now  these  ai  e  a  dreadful  load 
/  am  strongly  disposed  to  let  Uncle  A  send  out  two,  one  my  name¬ 
sake— I  think  one  will  be  such  a  comlort  to  you,  as  you  have  newer 
known.  1  hey  are  workers  &  not  but terflies — W  hen  you  are  sick,  there 
is  one  with  your  children,  on  whom  you  can  depend— If  you  R  Mr  B 
wish  to  leave  home  for  a  day  or  two— you  have  in  your  house  all  that 


you  can  wish— and  would  it  not  be  doing  for  our  own,  instead  of 
doing  for  others?  With  me  she  would  fill  the  place  of  M  iss  Rockwell. 
1  need  someone  even  to  look  about  house.  You  would  not  require 
but  two  girls.  You  as  well  as  I  would  have  a  companion  wdth  Cln  is- 
tian  principles  and  after  she  comes  and  anything  should  occur  to 
tire  you  with  her,  all  you  have  to  do,  just  give  me  a  hint,  and  1  will 
relieve  you  of  her  by  an  invitation  to  come  to  me.  I  feel  that  it  would 
be  doing  a  deed  of  benevolence— beside  they  would  in  all  probability 
in  the  course  of  time  marry  here  much  more  advantageously  than  in 
Europe,  and  if  they  should  not,  you  know  that  out  here,  where 
Yankyism  prevails,  the  Teacher  is  on  a  level  with  the  Minister  and 
Senator,  and  they  can  go  to  teach— they  are  trained  to  feel  that  they 
must  depend  on  themselves. 
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Now  !  have  shown  you  every  feeling  of  my  heart,  and  submit  it 
to  you  two  because  you  arc  more  deliberate  in  your  judgement  than 
the  others,  and  more  careful  how  you  decide.  The  others  are  too  apt 
to  jump  at  conclusions.  Talk  it  over  together,  and  as  quick  as  possi¬ 
ble  let  me  know  your  decision.  My  heart  goes  out  very  much  toward 
them  and  1  leel  that  were  I  in  like  circumstances  how  gratefully  1 
should  be  bound  to  anyone  who  would  do  so  for  me.  The  law  of  love 
says  to  me— \\  hatsoever  ye  would  that  men  ’would  do  to  you,  that  do 
ye  also  to  them. 

Now  neither  you  nor  Mr.  Ik  must  look  at  my  feelings  at  all,  but 
with  cool  judgement  decide  what  will  be  best.  Miss  Rockwell  is  50 
years  old,  leeble  and  worn  out  by  teaching,  of  course  is  only  com¬ 
pany  and  comfort  to  me,  but  one  ol  these  will  be  my  housekeeper, 
for  1  shall  immediately  make  her  useful  and  in  this  way  make  her 
happy.  I  low  much  better  for  you  to  have  your  children  sleep  iu  a 
100m  with  such  an  one  than  with  this  incessant  change  of  Ireland. 

Now  for  my  presents  outward  bound.  Now  here  is  a  little  meaness, 
lor  I  do  not  believe  they  think  any  more  of  the  shawles  they  have 
sent  me  than  we  should,  but  I  remember  them,  especially  my  large 
beautiful  Angora,— My  grey  Marino— I  send  to  John— to  James,  two 
Alexanders  each  a  fruit  knife,  like  a  Pen  Knife  cost  $1.50  apiece.  To 
Mary  a  bracelet,  $15.  Were  I  not  afraid  that  might  think  I  talked 
of  what  I  did,  I  would  get  you  to  look  at  it,  if  might  be  a  guide  to 
you  in  getting  something  to  match.  I  did  not  know  what  to  get  for 
Aunt  James  and  her  two  girls  and  Aunt  Kate  and  her  four,  and  I 
consulted  Uncle  A.  No  he  would  not  suffer  it,  it  should  not  be,  R:c. 
I  told  him,  “then  through  you  T  shall  send  perhaps  some  useless  silly 
thing  which  will  encumber  you  &c.  Now  be  frank  with  me  and  tell 
me  would  they  feel  hurt  if  instead  of  dress  See.  I  sent  money?  for 
R.  Stuart  always  said  to  send  shawls  dress  or  such  like  was  sending- 
coals  to  New  Castle.”  1  le  answered,  ‘‘If  you  are  determined  to  send, 
then  unhesitatingly  I  say— what  you  would  put  in  articles  here, 
would  be  far  better  for  them  in  money.”  So  I  send  to  Aunt  Kate  $50. 
To  her  four  gil  ls  to  be  divided  between  them  .$50.  To  Aunt  James 
and  her  two  girls  $50  and  now  dear  K.  you  know  what  I  have  done. 
You  said  you  wanted  to  send  something.  You  took  the  meanest  of 
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1  lie  piesents  it  is  not  lair  that  you  should  be  at  expense— besides 
you  have  a  family  of  children,  &c.  Now  go  to  New  York  and  get  what 
)ou  would  have  got,  and  let  Mr.  Baker  put  it  down  in  that  famous 
account  of  mine.  Tell  him  I  feel  ashamed  to  trouble  him  upon  such 
ti  illes— as  soon  as  John  returns  I  will  not  bother  him  with  this  part 
any  more,  but  I  cannot  understand  Bank  Book.  Tell  him  that  yester¬ 
day  l  drew  $100. 

Love  to  Mr.  Baker  &  my  precious  children,  always  with  a  kiss  for 
each— 1  hope  they  never  will  forget  Grand  Ala.-  Uncle  &  Cousin  A. 
send  you  much  love.— 

I  am  glad  you  have  got  your  I  Iarp  righted— how  singular  that  the 
same  man  should  have  before  worked  on  it.— 

Oh,  what  a  sermon  was  the  fate  of  that  Doctor!  How  much  we 


have  to  teach  us  to  live  for  Eternity— You  say  nothing  of  Mr  John¬ 
son,  I  hope  he  will  get  well— 

loot  Alts  1 1  in  1  bet  t  has  j  list  left  me — among  the  many  bitter  pangs 
of  her  heart  is  not  the  least,  that  after  Eliza  had  joined  the  Church, 
she  rather  forced  her  in  opposition  to  her  wishes  to  attend  dancing 
patties  Y  lei t  those  with  whom  she  went  to  induce  her  to  do  what 
her  sense  of  right  condcmned-(i.e.  dance)\\  1  Ier  husband  is  no  bet¬ 
ter— she  hopes  to  get  to  Utica  at  the  opening  of  Navigat ion,  &  remain 
lor  some  weeks— 


1  am  glad  to  hear  that  David  wrote  to  you— the  mistake  must  have 
been  mine  about  the  monthly  allowance,  for  I  understood  that  he 
should  get  it  only  for  the  securing  the  next  four  years  of  the  Office, 
as  he  who  has  it  has  hitherto  always  been  reelected— 

The  A 1  or t gage  for  Lavinia  is  now  in  the  Ollice  for  Record,  for 
“John  Stuart,  U.S.N.”— You  may  depend  altho  it  is  a  trifle,  it  will  be 
an  important  item  in  giving  John  a  right  turn— She  is  prudent— I 
never  did  anything  that  gave  me  more  pleasure— She  writes  to  me 
that  1  must  add  to  it  the  $150  which  I  promised  to— John— which  I 
shall  do— 


Now  dear  Kate,  il  you  patiently  wade  through  all  this,  I  shall  say 
that  in  you  “patience  has  almost  had  a  perfect  work”— 

They  do  not  seem  to  think  that  he  whose  name  was  mentioned  in 
the  lost  Steamer  was  “ Poor  Oss” 
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Mrs  Mcllea  and  all  hers  leave  first  of  May— for  good— 

Miss  Rockwell  sits  beside  me  8c  gives  you  her  best  love— May  God 
by  his  grace  strengthen  you  for  every  change  of  life  &  enable  you 
unchangingly  to  live,  looking  unto  Jesus— ‘  Commit  thy  ways  unto 
1  Iim  &  1  Ie  will  direct  thy  steps”— 

Willi  much  love  to  you,  my  blessed  comforting  child, 

Ever  your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Port  Richmond,  Staten  Island 
April  20th,  1852. 

My  dear  Kate 

i  have  been  ‘laid  up”  again  with  a  severe  cold  which  I  caught,  or 
lather  which  caught  me,  I  cannot  tell  how  nor  where,  producing 
something  like  intermittent  lever  or  chills  and  fever.  Perhaps  it  was 
an  attack  similar  to  that  you  had  after  your  visit  to  the  Island.  “From 
the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  sole  of  the  foot”  I  felt  as  if  I  had  been 
beaten  with  a  hundred  pound  weight.  Have  you  ever  experienced 
such  a  sensation?  1  was  obliged  to  betake  myself  to  my  bed,  take 
Antimonial  powders,  together  with  a  profuse  perspiration,  mustard 
on  my  leel  etc.  etc.  Now  I  am  better,  but  almost  discouraged  for 
1  can  hardly  stir  without  a  return  of  those  dreaded  feelings.  Did  you 
ever  know  ol  such  weather?  One  would  hardly  believe  it  to  be  the 
20th  ol  April!  Who  can  feel  well? 

My  little  babe  has  been  much  more  fretful  since  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  this  storm,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  weather  has  an  influence 
upon  her,  perhaps  through  me.  She  is  going  to  be,  in  fact,  she  is  a 
very  good  child.  And  there  never  was  one  more  loved  and  petted. 
She  has  plenty  of  nurses,  I  can  assure  you.  Mother  washes  and  dresses 
her  every  morning  and  undresses  her  every  night.  All  like  to  hold 
her,  and  the  dear  little  thing  is  obliged  to  listen  to  all  kinds  of  music. 
Of  course  that  from  her  Grandmother  and  Aunts  is  very  good!  But 
the  nurse  has  some  of  the  queerest  strains  I  ever  heard.  All  of  us  are 
forced  to  laugh  outright  when  she  begins.  You  said  in  your  letter 
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which  1  should  have  answered  before  this,  had  l  been  able,  that  you 
had  patted  with  Rosa  and  you  hoped  1  liked  my  nurse  better.  1  had 
made  up  my  mind  to  dismiss  her,  but  when  I  lead  your  remark  that 
you  wished  Rosa  back,  I  made  up  my  mind  you  were  indeed  poorly 
oil,  and  /  might  by  changing  have  cause  to  wish  Ellen  back,  stupid 
as  she  is.  So  I  have  not  dared  to  venture.  Hut  1  lien  is  improving, 
and  I  hope  by  dint  of  perseverance  in  telling  her  the  same  thing  over 
and  over  again,  even  to  the  hundredth  time,  she  may  possibly  suit 
me.  Hut  as  you  say  Kate,  they  are  a  perfect  torment. 


I  teceived  a  letter  from  John  at  the  same  time  you  did  and  am 
anxiously  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  “Georgia”,  by  which  1  hope  to 
have  another.  Were  you  not  rejoiced  to  hear  of  his  safe  arrival  at 
San  l  rancisco,  and  hear  that  he  would  so  soon  turn  his  face  home¬ 


ward!  I  am  looking  forward  with  very  bright  anticipations  to  the 
dose  of  this  summer.  Poor  John  has  had  a  return  of  his  ague,  miser¬ 
able  thing!  How  it  does  hang  to  a  person  of  whom  it  once  gets  hold. 
John  has  had  a  hard  siege  of  it.  1  wrote  to  him  at  Valparaiso  a  letter 
to  meet  him  on  his  return,  which  lie  thought  would  be  about  the 
_mth  of  May.  lie  wrote  that  Capt.  Radlord  expected  to  be  home  by 
t lie  15th  of  August,  but  he  himself  placed  the  time  about  the  1st  of 
September.  Does  Mrs.  Radford  make  no  mention  ol  John  yet?  lie 
is  the  Captain’s  main  dependence,  I  am  confident.  When  he  was  sick 


with  one  of  his  chills,  the  Capt.  came  to  his  stateroom  and  told  him 
lie  must  be  sure  to  get  well  before  they  reached  San  Francisco,  for 
it  would  take  them  a  great  deal  longer  to  land  their  cargo  without 
him!  During  his  sickness  he  was  on  duty  all  the  time!  1  le  says  he  has 
worked  like  a  slave  since  he  left  home.  They  are  to  have  a  lady  pas¬ 
senger  from  Valparaiso  to  New  York.  The  wife  of  an  officer  who  has 


been  attached  to  the  “Lexington”  in  place  of  Mr.  Stout  a  passed 
Midshipman  who  has  been  kept  out  on  the  Pacific  Station.  This 
lady  is  Spanish,  not  able  to  speak  English,  and  her  husband  not  at  all 
conversant  with  her  language!  John  says  it  is  a  very  foolish  allair. 

I  had  a  letter  from  your  mother  a  few  days  since,  mentioning  the 
death  of  a  Mrs.  Miller,  whom  she  seemed  to  think  1  knew.  Can  it  be 
“ Tom  Miller’s”  wife?  That  is  hardly  possible,  for  I  do  not  think  she 
was  beautiful,  neither  was  her  husband  rich,  neither  had  they  been 
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to  Europe,  I  think.  However  it  was  a  very  melancholy  event!  How 
main  clealhs  have  occurred  in  Detroit  lately!  1  should  think  the  city 
would  be  wrapped  in  gloom!  In  a  recent  letter  from  Grandmother, 
who  you  know  lives  in  the  southern  part  of  this  stale,  she  says  this 
has  been  a  fatal  season  for  ladies  in  that  region!  I  feel  1  have  been 
very  much  blessed. 

1  liree  or  four  days  before  your  last  letter  reached  me,  1  had  one 
from  your  Mother  containing  the  proposition  for  the  $600.  which 
I  answered  by  the  return  mail,  telling  her  that  having  just  received 
u  1  y  monthly  allowance,  I  could  make  up  the  required  sum,  which 
1  placed  at  hei  disposal.  I  have  not  yet  had  a  reply  to  that  letter, 
indeed  it  is  hardly  time,  so  l  know  not  what  she  has  done  or  will  do. 

I  am  afraid  Dave  will  be  disappointed  in  his  expectations  regard¬ 
ing  California,  for  my  Uncle  writes  from  there  that  the  emigration 
is  immense,  multitudes  arc  flocking  thither  from  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  and  that  very  few  belter  their  condition.  lie  lias  been 
very  fortunate,  inasmuch  as  a  lawyer  already  established  in  a  good 
business  (a  former  acquaintance)  immediately  took  him  into  part¬ 
nership.  He  gives  37V2  cents  a  piece  for  washing!  Everything  else 
at  the  same  rate!  I  must  tell  you  something  to  show  you  Ellen's 
stupidity— or  what  shall  I  call  it?  I  gave  her  a  dotted  muslin  dress  to 
rip  up,  as  I  could  not  wear  it  any  more,  and  thought  I  would  have  it 
made  over  at  some  future  time.  This  morning  I  asked  her  il  she  had 
finished  it.  She  replied  that  she  had  ripped  the  waist  apart,  but 
had  not  ripped  out  the  dots  yet!  1  suppose  she  thought  I  wanted  all 
the  dots  taken  out  of  the  muslin! 

1  low  are  your  children?  Do  kiss  them  all  for  me.  1  suppose  little 
“Long-chin”  improves  every  day,  advances  in  her  education!  Dear 
little  creature,  how  often  1  think  of  her.  And  little  “Loo  boy’’  too. 
1  would  like  to  play  with  him  again.  Please  present  my  respects  to 
your  husband.  Kate,  if  we  ever  have  pleasant  weather,  I  hope  we 
may  meet  often  before  John  comes  home,  for  then  I  suppose  we 
shall  go  directly  to  Detroit.  I)o  you  ever  hear  from  Mary?  I  com¬ 
menced  a  letter  to  her  a  long  time  ago,  but  on  account  of  my  eyes 
did  not  finish  it,  and  have  been  unable  to  resume  it. 

All  desire  to  be  remembered  to  you.  By  the  by,  I  do  not  know 
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whether  I  ever  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  spoons.  Accept  my 
thanks  and  he  assured  I  admire  them  very  much.  J  hey  are  very 
prettily  marked  too. 

Joseph  Clark  lias  been  elected  Alderman  in  Detroit,  in  General 
Cass’  Ward.  Quite  a  triumph  as  Joe  is  a  Whig!  They  talk  of  running 
him  lor  Mayor,  I  believe. 

One  of  our  birds  died  last  night  .  Not  mine  and  John's  little  Jenny! 

Good  bye  dear  Kate.  I  loping  to  hear  from  you  soon,  I  remain 

Your  affectionate  sister 

Lavinia. 


Detroit,  April  i>2,  i8r}e 

Dearest  Kate  — 

You,  will  I  know  rejoice  with  me  that  our  Navigation  is  open  to 
Buffalo— now  we  can  almost  talk  together— but  to  write  a  letter  & 
wail  uS  or  19  days  to  get  an  answer  is  too  perplexing— 'They  are  push¬ 
ing  ahead  the  Can.  R.R.  which  when  completed  gives  us  a  seat 
among  the  privileged  towns  of  Earth— 

I  relieved  yours  from  the  slough  of  Dispond ,  date  April  i.ph 
(Aunt  Maria’s  birthday)— 

I  can  immaginc  dear  Mary’s  ccstacics  over  her  Hooks— she  is  a 
sweet  original — May  God  lorm  her  to  adorn  his  blessed  cause— her 
mind  &  temperament,  /  think,  are  designed  for  a  high  useful  walk  in 
life, &  my  own  gentle  precious  Bessie!  May  her  love  for  souls  increase 
with  her  years— Oh,  dear  Kate,  you  have  invaluable  jewels  com¬ 
mitted  to  your  care,  may  wisdom  be  given  you  from  on  high,  to  aid 
in  polishing  them,  that  they  may  be  strong  ones  in  the  Temple  of 
our  God— I  am  glad  that  they  go  occasionally  to  Bond  Street,  their 
Grand  lathers  dignity  of  manner,  &  sensible  conversation  with  them, 
will  improve  them  very  much— 

Poor  Mrs  Griffin,  I  suppose  she  is  constantly  grasping  at  some¬ 
thing,  to  fill  the  dreadful  void  made  in  her  heart,  by  the  loss  of  its 
earthly  idol!  &  how  unsatisfactory  she  finds  every  thing!  I  am  glad 
that  she  has  decided  on  being  with  her  mother— the  happiness  & 
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comfort  will  be  mutual— &  Mr  Baker  too  loves  her  very  much,  &  will 
with  his  sensitive  heart,  give  her  much  consolation,  having  passed 
through  the  same  bitter  trial,  separated  I  suspect  from  one,  whom 
he  as  ardently  loved,  as  Mrs  G.  did  her  lamented  one— he  can  feel 
K:  say  in  ur/t ,  that  will  comfort  her — 

In  a  letter  mailed  yesterday  to  Mr  Baker,  1  told  of  the  departure 
<>1  Uncle  &  Cousin  A  and  of  their  brief  visit  to  Morristown— Amer¬ 
ica,  /  think,  has  wrought  wonderful  changes  in  both  of  them— Uncle 
is  worth  as  much  again  as  1  could  have  supposed,  he  has  got  sense 
enough— what  made  him  appear  to  so  great  a  disadvantage  1  cannot 
tell — 

1  have  lately  read  an  interesting  piece  upon  the  influence  of  evil 
spirits— among  the  remarks  was  one  1  thought  of,  when  1  read  your 
domestic  troubles— their  consequences  on  your  heart  Sc  mind,  & 
their  emanation,  he  said,  “We  all  believe  in  the  active,  positive  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Spirit  of  God— in  like  manner  should  we  believe  in  the 
influence  of  evil  spirits”— watch  against  them— fight  against  them— 
fil'd v  against  them— it  is  a  Bible  doctrine  held  up  strongly  in  the  old 
8;  new  Testament.  When  the  Sons  of  God  assembled  themselves 
together,  Satan  came  in  their  midst!!  Sc  what  for?  to  obtain  permis¬ 
sion  to  distress,  one  of  God’s  loved  children,  which  ended  in  a  ‘glori¬ 
ous  triumph  of  Faith!  “Tho  he  slay  me,  yet  will  1  trust  in  him”— 
again  “Peter,  Satan  has  desired  to  sift  thee  as  wheat”— Mark  the  joy¬ 
ous  consolation— “But  /  have  prayed  for  thee”— 8c  here  my  precious 
Kate  rest— You  will  not  be  tempted  above  what  you  are  able— but 
pray  for  strength,  pray  to  be  able  to  cast  all  your  care  upon  Christ, 
for  he  rare th  for  you— believe  me,  I  do  not  speak  theoretically— 
1  speak  practically— have  you  ever  made  even  the  ordering  of  your 
servants  a  subject  of  prayer?— If  you  have  not,  do  it— You  see  how 
important  to  your  growth  in  grace— to  your  husband’s  happiness,  Sc 
your  children’s  eternal  welfare,  it  is,  that  your  servants  may  be  right 
ones— 

Do  you  remember  a  dream  I  had  since  your  father’s  death?  It  was 
at  a  time  when  I  was  tormented  as  you  have  been,  my  mind  kept  in 
a  distracting  state— I  thought  that  I  was  in  bed— he  came  8c  sat  on  the 
side  of  it— Sc  although  dressed  as  he  ever  was,  Sc  looked  &  acted  the 
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same,  I  know  that  he  came  from  the  unseen  world!  he  put  his  hand 
on  my  shoulder,  looked  very  solemn  &  said,  “Betsy,  you  stiller  your¬ 
self  to  be  too  much  troubled  about  servants,  do  not  let  these  things 
trouble  you,  cast  them  from  you,  &  when  you  want  any  council  ask 
Hastings  Kate,  1  prayed  that  God  would  strengthen  me  against 
the  <• ul  i  oding,  peace-destroying  care  which  was  t  hen  toi  ment  ing  me, 
&  (l”'cct  the  least  circumstance  of  my  life— 1  can  say  with 

truth,  1  have  had  not  a  week’s  trouble  since-&  like  the  hands  of 
Aaton  L  llur  I  am  sure  il  lor  a  single  day,  I  omit  to  pray  that  the 
Spirit  ol  God  may  “guide,  direct,  suggest  this  day.  All  that  I  think, 
do  or  say”— I  am  sure  to  be  perplexed  before  the  day  is  over— 

Oh,  it  is  sweet  when  we  can  by  faith  rest  alone  in  Christ— In 
Eternity  how  great  our  amazement  will  be  to  find  how  little  we 
undei stood  the  power  ol  prayer —  I  his  cloud  which  is  hanging  over 
your  spiritual  enjoyment,  you  find,  is  light  enough  to  shew  you  the 
dark  corners  of  a  deceitful  heart-May  the  Spirit  of  God  take  entire 
possession  of  it  &  scourge  out  every  thing  that  olfends-We  must  be 
entirely  consecrated-then  &:  not  ’till  then  shall  we  know  the  unin¬ 
terrupted  “joy  of  God’s  salvation”— when  we  shall  be  able  to  open 
our  lips  8:  teach  transgressors  his  ways— 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  Mr  Johnson’s  recovery,  &  hope  that  his  illness 
may  be  blessed  to  him— 

I  ruly  the  death  ol  Mrs  Noyes1  was  a  solemn  event— I  have  never 
heard  of  a  d  own  of  the  size  ol  Detroit,  that  had  been  so  wonderfully 
visited  with  solemn  warnings— it  seems  to  me,  that  almost  all  the 
young  married  men  are  doomed  to  lose  their  wives  at  this  moment, 
two  beautiful— gay— young  married  women  are  lying  dead!  \  Mrs 
Shepherd,  leaving  two  little  children,  &  Mrs  Will  Lee,  wife  ol  the 
one  that  went  to  N.  Orleans— I  believe  I  told  you  that  his  Mother 
died  after  a  severe  fit  of  illness  about  two  months  since— Mrs  Shep¬ 
herd  R:  Mrs  Lee  died  from  premature  confinement— the  latter  was 
fearfully  exercised  in  mind,  in  view  of  her  sins,  at  last  became  de¬ 
ranged!  three  days  before  her  death,  her  senses  returned— she  found 
peace  in  casting  herself  on  Christ,  &  although  her  last  hours  were  not 
joyous,  or  triumphant,  yet  they  were  highly  satisfactory  mourned 
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1,1:11  S,1C  liacl  not  served  Christ  in  health!  talked  to  her  friends  &  tried 
to  lead  them  to  their  dying  hour— &  begged  to  be  permitted  to  join 
his  Chh.  on  Earth,  before  she  was  admitted  to  the  Chit,  triumphant 
-A  M  in  islet  S:  a  lew  Christian  Inends  assembled  in  her  bed  room, 

t,lcy  partook  of  the  crumbs  of  her  Saviour’s  broken  body  S;  sited 
Blood— 

1  lie  Mis  Miller  to  whom  I  referred  (I  am  told)  was  in  Bullalo, 
tlie  eluld  ol  genteel  well-educated  french  parents— Catholic—  M  illcr 
is  a  very  wealthy  man,  a  Tobacconist  from  N. York— I  am  told  a.  real 
Christian  member  ol  Epis.  Chh.— his  example  had  almost  won  her 
to  protestantism— when  they  left  America  to  make  the  tour  of  Eu- 
topc,  he  said  that  he  was  alraid  that  Rome’s  pageantry  might  injure 
her— but  there  she  became  thoroughly  disgusted  with  Popery— & 
joined  hersell  to  protestants— alter  a  year’s  absence,  they  returned— 
but  preparations  lor  housekeeping— confinement— &c  so  occupied 
her  mind— that  she  only  waited  for  a  composed  state,  when  she  meant 
to  unite  with  the  Epis.  Church— She  did  so,  one  hour  before  she  died 
—her  minister  said  that  he  1  eared  she  would  die,  during  the  celebra¬ 
tion— Here  was  Catholicism— but  I  believe  God  accepted  the  offer¬ 
ing—!  believe  she  is  in  glory— one  star  differeth  from  an  other.— 

Oh,  how  I  rejoice  that  your  minister  is  gaining  oil  you— May  God 
bless  him,  &:  you  all,  by  the  outpouring  of  his  spirit  upon  your  street 
little  I  own — t hat  his  name  be  glorified  in  the  conversion  ol  sinners 
in  every  Chh.  R:  Christians  be  revived— Popery  is  making  fearful 
strides,  while  we  are  slumbering— 

I  never  see  the  Pres.,  but  I  know  its  Editor,  he  is  rather  ultra,  but 
a  Godly  man— Our  Tracts  as  a  general  thing  are  not  simple  enough 
—they  make  use  of  terms  which  are  only  understood  by  intelligent 
Christians— were  you  a  Tract  distributor,  you  would  understand 
this— Some  times  we  come  to  some  poor  humble  creature,  who  can¬ 
not  read,  but  wish  to  hear  the  Traet— &  you  are  kept  all  the  time 
omitting  words,  &  substituting  more  simple  ones— They  are  as  a 
general  thing,  behind  the  age— I  think  Sectarianism  in  Europe  is 
last  being  driven  into  Protestantism— I  read  much  in  the  Scotch 
Papers,  &:  looks  much  to  me  as  if  the  Bat  tie  has  begun  Rj  the  Trumpet 
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sounded,  which  is  to  bring  Christians  in  one  solid  body,  that  "u>e 
may  all  be  one  —that  they  may  know  Christ  the  sent,  is  reconciling 
the  world  to  I  limscll— We  are  living  in  a  wonderful  day— 


I  fear  Sarah’s  good  resolution  has  flitted — She  still,  &  l  fear  ever 
will,  go  to  the  Epis.  Chh.— Dave  goes  no  where— the  children  talk 
ol  our  Chh  — “our  prayer  book  ’  !vc— I  have  got  them  as  Sabbath 
School  Scholars— Poor  Sarah  tries  to  do  for  the  best— but  when  1  say 
she  is  N. Yorker— only  /  can  understand  the  term — you  are  too  young 
to  remember  when  your  Mother  was  a  N.  Yorker,  but  dear  Mary  & 
Dave  have  gone  through  life  with  its  withering  influence  dragging 


them  down- 

loom  Mary,  you  of  course  have  heard  about  what  a  sad  time  they 
have  had  from  an  overflow  of  water— 1  tremble  to  again  hear  from 

o 


Austin— It  seems  to  have  been  a  sad  year  there,  too,  among  young 
Mothers— I  send  the  enclosed  that  you  may  understand  all 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Mrs  Chester’s  daughter  is  respectably 
married— 

You  say  nothing  of  the  Condits— Why?  Has  your  intimacy  with 
them  ceased? 

I  recieved  a  letter  from  Uncle  Thorne  yesterday— he  says  that  on 
Sunday  morning  Maynard  was  confirmed  in  Mr  Oakson’s  dune  Id- 
Poor  Uncle  is  lost  without  the  As - he  wonders  about  like  a  lost 


one— 

Tell  Mr  Baker  that  yesterday  I  drew  a  Chk  from  Mich.  Bank  for 
3 1 00— &:  drew  out  of  Lyell's  Bk.  the  $900  I  had  there— 

Poor  Mr  Duffteld  gets  no  better— &:  we  are  depending  on  any  one 
we  can  catch  to  preach  to  us,  of  course  heaping  up  "itc  hing  ears"— 
Our  Churches  all,  “are  twice  dead,  plucked  up  by  the  roots”— I  never 
saw  things  in  so  dull,  so  gloomy  a  state  as  we  now  are  in— The  old 
Epis.  Chh.  is  being  torn  down— they  expect  to  get  in  their  new 
elegant  one,  in  June— it  is  built  on  the  corner  of  Congress  St  where 
the  Masons  once  lived,  afterwards  Mrs  Lamed— 

Dear  K— I  only  want  yours  &  Mr  B’s  sanction— &  I  would  tell  Uncle 
A.  to  send  out  two  of  Aunt  K’s  daughters— i!  you  think  well  of  it, 
&  they  should  come— have  them  both  come  to  you— take  your  choice 
of  them;  keep  her  on  trial— if  she  is  not  to  you  &  your  children  what 
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I  feel  certain  she  will  be— send  her  to  me— &  perhaps  mine  will  suit 
— &  it  she  will  not,  I  will  keep  them  both— There  arc  four  grown 
daughters  of  Aunt  k— &  she  poor— &  they  all  too  proud,  to  seem  poor 

It  certainly  will  make  your  life  pass  more  pleasantly  &  your  chil¬ 
dren  be  benefited— 

I  fear  I  have  tired  you— Uncle  sends  you  his  “best  love”— Miss 
Rockwell  desires  to  be  kindly  remembered— with  love  to  Mr  Baker 
8:  the  children— &  a  kiss  for  all— with  much  love  to  yourself,  from 

Your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

You  say  very  little  of  Eliza— Does  she  seem  like  dear  Fanny?  Does 
she  learn  easily?— Is  she  as  fond  of  it  as  that  sweet  angel  was?  Is  she 
not  as  old  as  our  sweet  Fanny  was  when  she  began  to  go  to  Sab. 
School?  Why  did  we  not  see  8c  know  that  she  was  preparing  for 
Heaven?  . 

1  Mrs.  Israel  R.  Noyes,  aged  .}8,  died  in  Morristown  April  8,  1852. 

-  Rev.  N.  Alberson  Okeson  was  Rector  of  St.  John’s  Church,  72  Lawrence,  lirook- 
lyn  in  1852. 


Detroit,  April  26,  1852 

Dear  Son— 

As  usual,  1  am  in  trouble— I  rccieved  a  letter  from  Lavinia,  author¬ 
izing  me  to  take  that  Mckib.  Mortgage  for  her— which  I  did  immedi¬ 
ately  in  John’s  name— I  wrote  her  immediately  informing  her  that 
I  had  done  so— 8;  of  course  expected  her  $600,  to  be  sent,  since  which, 
I  have  heard  nothing— 

In  the  meantime,  Trigcnt  became  impatient,  mails  retarded  by 
ice,  1  could  get  no  intelligence  from  you,  I  was  driven  into  taking 
Trigent’s  Mortgage  for  the  Doct.  or  lose  it,  so,  acting  upon  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  your  last  letter,  I  gave  him  $ 1000  for  the  Doct.  which  you  sec 
has  left  me  with  my  hands  tied— first  of  the  month  I  have  to  pay  $100 
Instal.  on  the  Can.  R.R.  shares  8c  somewhere  between  four  8c  live 
hundred  to  Moffat— 

Now  I  wish  you  or  Rate  would  immediately  write  to  Lavinia  Sc 
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tell  hei  these  things—/  do  not  write,  for  reasons— You  know  we  can 
sometimes  do  better  by  proxy,  than  ones  sell- the  lact  is,  1  wish  it  to 
appear,  that  I  have  pd  lor  the  Mori.  Mr  Field  may  be  a  much  better, 
&  purer  man,  than  I  am  a  woman-but  you  remember,  1  repeated 
to  you  all  our  conversation,  while  I  was  in  Slat.  Island,  &  although 
there  was  nothing  in  it  but  what  was  perfectly  natural,  &  not  abso- 
lutcl)  uiong  \  et  I  think  m  ease  ol  my  death,  every  thing  may  as 
well  be  kept  straight— II  John  were  here,  or  Lavinia  thoroughly  un¬ 
derstood  every  thing,  1  would  not  care-lor  1  know  they  would  put 
all  things  right— If  I  get  the  (billet  Money,  1  shall  do  II  not,  1  will 


put  the  Can.  R.R.  coup  as  you  advise— but  this  is  unnecessarily  los¬ 
ing  inteiest— I  do  not  wish  to  touch  (billet  money— it  is  principal— 
&  1  wis)l  to  ll;lvc  till  principal  kept  as  I  reviewed  it  with  as  much 
added  to  it,  &  do  what  under  the  eye  o!  God— or  what  1  feel  I  should 


do,  will  admit— 

1  heie  is  that  Spillan  Roland — 1  hompson  Kjc  which  when  they 
ha\e  all  pd  principal  in,  you  must  tell  me  what  they  amount  to— K: 
Cod  willing,  I  will  try  to  get  all  right— 

I  do  not  like  selling  property— payable  in  small  sums— 

Youi  kind  lavor  ol  pr il  tyth  reached  me  on  Friday— although 
our  Navigation  is  open  through,  yet  our  letters  are  longer  than  they 
should  be  in  reaching  us- Belore  1  reviewed  it,  Mr  1  Iastings  had  got 
the  money  from  Mrs  Jones,  &  1  was  glad— 


1  )o  not  lot  get  that  liom  the  ist  to  toth  ol  May,  1  am  promised 
to  Patrick— You  must  show  me  how  to  get  out  ol  his  Labrynth-& 
send  you  money  for  Dec.  S:c— 

My  love  to  Kate— I  recieved  her  letter  on  Sat.  &  am  afraid  that 
she  had  Mis.  Davis  R:  the  Alex  together— which  would  spoil  the  visit 
ol  both— Tell  her  she  is  very  spunky,  but  if  the  presents  will  do 
more  good,  because  she  “pays  for  them,”  well  as  soon  as  I  see  my  way 
clear— 1  shall  send  the  $yoo  for  Doct.  &  Fifty  (if  that  will  pay  you, 
which  1  am  afraid  of)  in  place  of  your  A/C,  in  which  was  no  slat  ion¬ 
ary— No  sewing  for  Kate— I  think  her  selection  of  presents,  most 
beautiful— &  very  suitable— Tell  her  her  reasoning  about  one  ol  the 


Scotch  girls  is  excellent  &  true,  much  wiser  than  her  Mother— mine, 
was  right  &  best  in  all  respects  but  one  (i.e.)— who  was  to  be  with  t  he 
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Babe  when  you  were  all  at  meals?  Cooky  could  not— waiter  girl  could 
not— so  your  well  arranged  establishment,  must  go  on  just  as  it  is— 

1  am  happy  that  she  has  got  “an  orderly  girl”— it  is  all  impoi  tain, 
especially  lor  the  children— lor  get  who  you  will— the  poor  deal- 
children  are  obliged  to  feel  their  influence— an  other  year  of  Kitty 
Neal  would  have  remedilessly  ruined  them— Tell  dear  Kale,  her 
sentence,  lie  is  on  the  grand  jury  &:  I  cannot  consult  him”— thrilled 
through  my  heart— She  little  knows,  how  her  every  thought,  Sc  every 
step  in  life,  depends  upon  that  consulting  Iriend— The  grand  jury 
only  remains  for«  season! -At  night,  the  events  of  the  day  can  be  talked 
over— at  night,  all  her  mistakes,  8c  all  her  success  can  be  recounted, 
the  one  corrected,  the  other  participated  in,  Yet  it  can  bring  to  her 
mind  the  utter  desolation  of  the  heart,  that  has  no  counseling  frientl! 
one,  who  leaned  as  much  on  an  adviser  as  ever  a  child  did  upon  a 
parent  — it  is  a  hard  lesson  to  learn  to  walk,  leaning  on  one’s  own 
judgement— May  God  bless  your  being  together— It  is  real  happiness 
—when  we  fully  realize  that,  we’re  enjoying  it  in  the  present— not 
in  Retrospection,  no  anticipation— 

This  part  of  my  letter  should  have  been  wholly  to  K— Your  letters 
arrived  together  8c  as  I  am  in  the  midst  of  house  cleaning  1  do  not 
feel  that  I  can  take  time  to  write  separately— 

Sweet  Bessie’s  address  to  the  Nurse  8c  “Cooky"  was  smart— yet  I 
hope  you  will  not  lose  Cooky— If  she  attempts  to  leave,  il  I  were 
K— ,  I  would  condescend  much  to  keep  her— she  is  good— I  love  her 
for  her  goodness— She  is  so  much  better,  8c  more  respectable  than 
one  you  will  meet  in  a  hundred,  that  I  should  make  great  effort  to 
keep  her— 

My  precious  Mary!!  her  verse  is  most  beautiful,  Sc  how  encourag¬ 
ing  to  see  her  principles,  8c  dependence  on  God  developed— she  must 
have  amused  them  in  Bond  Street— her  intelligence— her  originality 
—her  perfectly  unsophisticated  mind— must  have  pleased  your  father 
—Oh,  how  I  would  be  delighted  to  see  themlOur  own  precious  little 
Eliza!  Is  she  going  to  be  like  our  sainted  one?  I  never  could  under- 
stand  fob,  feeling  that  in  his  second  set  of  children,  his  lost  ones 
were  restored  to  him— We  can  love  them  all— yet  ever  that  gone  one 
is  the  missed  one! 
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Master  Loo,  I  suppose,  Miles  the  house — He  is  your  department  — 
I  «un  expecting  great  things  from  your  system  ol  education — li  must 
he  (juite  tecrcation  for  Kate,  that  she  can  throw  his  train  inti-  on 
you”— 

Uncle  is  very  sad — he  misses  the  Gentlemen  more  than  I  thought 
he  would,  he  is  in  line  health,  Sc  excellent  appetitite,  but  as  feeble 
as  a  child— 

Mi  1 )  11  flield  preached  (or  us  yesterday — we  hope  that  he  will  re¬ 
cover  he  leaves  in  a  lew  days  lor  the  Genl.  Assembly,  which  is  to 
meet  in  Washington— 

Our  weather  is  exceedingly  cold  Sc  wet— Wood  $4  a  chord  Sc  not 
easily  obtained — We  are  all  out — I  was  disappointed  in  my  winter 
supply  by  a  scamp  who  promised  to  put  it  in  at  Twenty  Dollars, 
but  he  found  that  he  could  get  $3  &  left  me— We  hoping  that  as  the 
River  is  now  open,  it  will  come  into  Market  &  he  cheaper— every¬ 
thing  is  very  high— Meat  8  &  9  cents,  Eggs  15  els— flutter  25  ( is.— 

My  love  to  you  all,  in  which  poor  Uncle  joins— Sc  ever  believe  me, 

Your  A  fit .  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

What  has  become  of  your  Labrossc  tenant?  1  have  never  seen  him 
since  that  first  Sc  only  payment  he  made— Tell  Kate  to  make  Mary 
dean  her  teeth  morning  &  evening,  with  Soap— it  is  excellent  — 

Fort  Grogan-  May  (3 ,  1852 

My  dearest  Sister1— 

I  wrote  you  that  I  was  just  to  start  for  this  place— We  left  Austin 
on  Monday  with  an  escort  of  4  Dragoons  &:  two  other  men  Y  arrived 
here  in  safety,  not  even  seeing  an  Indian— I  he  country  is  beautiful, 
but  when  you  have  said  that ,  you  have  said  all— The  post  is  in  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  a  grove  of  trees  &:  we  get  a  good  breeze—'  1  lie  houses  a  re  wret  died 
log,  low  houses— I  brought  up  only  enough  to  get  along  with,  &:  1 
expect  to  stiller  like  a  dog— I  left  Frany  Sc  a  blk  boy  at  home  in  the 
house— I  could  not  leave  the  house  without  some  one  to  take  care  of 
things,  &:  Frany  was  being  used  up  too  fast— She  looks  thin.  Sc  badly 
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—works  too  hard,  &  never  saves  herself  at  all,  so  we  have  a  miserable 
camp  woman  that  knows  nothing  &  we  shall  starve— Don’t  complain 
ol  how  you  are  oil  when  your  own  flesh  and  blood  sister  lares  as  she 
does— Kate,  we  have  sour  bread  Sc  bad  flour,  fat  salt  pork,  the  worst 
collee  you  ever  tasted,  butter  good,  dirty  milk  8c  eggs  of  which  1  am 
sick  to  death— Now  what  think  you  of  my  delicate  stomach— not  a 
vegetable,  not  a  ham,  no  strawberries,  no  anything— &  Austin  is 
about  as  bad— O  Kate,  we  Army  people  suffer  from  love— 1  could  not 
bear  to  see  the  Dr.  come  here  all  alone  week  after  week,  &  when  he 
was  away,  1  was  unsettled  8c  uneasy— so  let  it  be  which  ever  way  it  is 
awful.  My  pen  is  so  bad,  I  can  not  write— Sc  I  have  but  one  table  & 
that  hob  is  writing  at— our  table  is  about  the  size  of  a  wash  stand- 
no  lumber  to  make  any— 

The  only  officer  here  was  promoted  from  the  ranks  &  afterwards 
married  a  camf  woman— altho’  the  officers  all  told  him,  if  he  did, 
they  nor  theirs  should  ever  visit  him— still  he  did  it— Sc  for  one  year 
no  one  has  entered  his  doors— I  am  a  stranger  8c  she  called  on  me— 
1  of  course  shall  return  the  call,  8c  that  will  be  the  last— The  officers 
are  determined  to  make  him  resign— 

They  tell  me  this  is  the  best  post  in  Texas— after  San  Antonio, 
Austin,  8c  Fredericksburg— Bless  the  worst— T  he  Army  is  no  longer 
a  desirable  place— no  decent  lady  should  enter  it,  it  breaks  down  all 
jjritle  8c  ambition  8c  we  shall  have  nothing  better,  1  have  given  up 
looking  for  better  clays,— they  will  never  come— Think  of  my  fine 
Piano,  hat,  8cc  coming  to  Fort  Grogan— it  is  dreadful  to  think  of— 
I  shall  hope  on  to  the  last,  that  we  may  be  allowed  to  stay  in  Austin. 
Gen.  1  Iarney,:t  report  says,  is  killed,— but  lew  believe  it— If  he  is  not 
dead,  is  at  Lending  a  Bull  jiglit  at  Corpus  Christi  8c  till  he  gets  through 
with  his  amusement  we  must  live  as  we  do— not  even  knowing  where 
we  are  going— We  know  we  are  to  be  at  the  Hd.  Qtrs.  of  the  2nd 
Dragoons— that  is  all  we  know— if  we  go  from  Austin  there  will  not 
be  one  lady  at  the  post— Well  now,  I  suppose  you  are  satisfied,  that 
I  feel  in  a  grumbling  humor  8c  I  will  say  no  more— Our  things,  as  1 
told  you,  all  arrived  in  good  order  Sc  the  house  looks  as  fine  as  you 
please  with  the  piano— but  where  is  the  key?— I  can  find  it  no  where 
—  Kitty  shall  use  it  faithfully.  O,  if  we  can  only  stay  in  Austin— My 
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lial  &  heis  aie  beaut ll ill  k  look  well  on  us — 1  Ier  sack  is  very  pretty, 
k:  I  shall  go  to  work  k  make  more— \\  ho  were  my  sacks  made  on?— 
1  can  k  shall  wear  them,  but  they  are  none  too  large  loi  you  k  then 
lot  you  to  have  the  audacity  to  make  short  open  sleeves  lor  my  blk, 
thin  arms-but  do  they  shall  k  must,  already  1  have  lent  the  pattern 
to  Mrs.  Johnston  k  others— 

Tlte  books  I  am  very  much  obliged  for,  k  shall  read  them  with  a 
gicat  deal  ol  pleasure.  Miss  Lyon  1  value  most  highly — 1  have  not 
finished  it  yet  k  can  not  answer  about  the  Whites  as  yet,  1  see  noth¬ 
ing  out  ol  the  way  except,  that  Inst  lrom  Mrs.  Ferry — where  she 
speaks  ol  having  corrected  her  iaults  kc — k  never  lett  mg  her  go  out , 
unless  she  had  examined  to  see  that  all  was  right  about  her  dress  kc 
—Did  you  notice  that  letter  about  me  written  lrom  Miss  Lyon  to 
Mrs.  Ferry-on  the  73rd  page?-I  think  the  part  about  old  Mr.  White 
lather  d raged  in,  but  still,  which  of  us  would  not  have  done  the 
same.-'  1  can  not  ol  course  leel  as  you  do— you  know  1  loved  them, 
even  the  old  man,  for  they  were  very  kind  to  me— 1  do  not  like  to 
love  those  you  do  not,— it  is  against  my  principles,  but  then  you 
were  young. 

Mrs.  Baker  our  minister’s  wile  her  baby  k  servant  spent  a  month 
with  me  before  she  left  Austin.  Her  husband  was  away  k  she  in 
wretched  health— it  did  her  a  great  deal  of  good— k  I  was  soil  )  to 
leave  on  her  account— but  husband  first— C)  Kate  when  shall  we  meet 
again  k  under  what  circumstances— we  seem  doomed  to  meet  in 
alllict ion— I  wish  I  could  see  you  now  right  oil— but  not  here,  we 
would  both  be  miserable— badly  as  the  Dr.  was  oil  without  us,  1  be¬ 
lieve  he  is  worse  oil  with  ns— for  he  sees  we  are  not  even  comfortable 
— ()  Kale  1  can  not  write,  1  have  nothing  to  write  of  but  myself— k 
I  am  so  hungry  faint  k  light  headed  I  can  hardly  see  — k  ah  ho  my 
house  kc  in  Austin  is  good,  living  there  is  the  very  hardest  at.  this 
season— everywhere  it  is  hard  but  here  we  have  not  a  grain  of  fruit  — 
I  never  get  letters  from  any  one,  so  I  have  no  remarks  about  anybody 
at  home— none  of  them  now  trouble  themselves  to  write  me,  for  now 
I  shall  not  hotlier  myself  to  answer  their  letters —  l  have  as  much  as 
I  can  do  to  answer  mother,  you  k  some  friends— 

The  linen  of  my  Chemise  is  perfectly  beautiful— it  seems  impos- 
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sil)le  that  it  can  be  so  cheap— why  it  is  handsomer  than  that  you  got 
a  $— Kit's  shoes  are  very  nice  Sc  fit  well— the  candy  is  nearly  all  gone 
—  kit  drinks  out  of  nothing  but  the  glass  tumbler— &  Bob  keeps  his 
fish  hooks  in  the  little  pocket  book— the  Dr.  is  not  well— the  ride  in 
the  hot  sun  or  something  else  has  made  him  almost  sick,  you  know 
a  person  like  him  cannot  live  as  we  do  &  feel  well,  some  people  say  it 
is  not  healthy  in  Texas,  if  it  were  not,  all  would  die,  for  suc  h  living 
none  on  earth  ever  saw,  1  know.  Illinois  tell  Mr.  Baker  is  eligant  to 
it— k  the  people  are  dirty,  lazy  Southern  people—  save  me  from  such 
—they  are  the  most  low,  vulgar,  dirty  people  on  earth— poor  &  proud 
—with  perhaps  one  dirty  negro  to  knock  round— Sc  too  lazy  to  do  any¬ 
thing  but  sit  in  the  corner  Sc  dip  snuff  or  tobacco— filthy  filthy— iket— 
1  am  sick  ol  them— give  me  a  good  plain  yankce— they  at  least  are 
clean— Mrs.  Johnston  Sc  I  are  the  only  ones  in  Austin  who  live  even 
decently— they  live  absolutely  on  corn  bread  mixed  with  water  & 
baked  in  skillet,  &  it  is  as  thick  as  a  loaf  of  bread— none  but  pigs  could 
cat  it— k  coarse  fat  bacon  fried  or  beef— the  worst  coffee  you  ever 
saw,  burned  black  as  a  coal  Sc  half  the.  time— no  milk  or  butter  & 
many  1  know  do  not  taste  a  potato  in  the  year— O  I  must  stop— & 
say  good  bye— I  know  this  is  not  worth  three  cts— but  I  can  not  help 
it— I  can  not  write— good  bye— I  could  tell  you  Dreadful  tales  of  our 
out  door  arrangements.  Did  not  Mr.  Baker  see  my  letter. 

1  have  finished  Miss  Lyon’s  memoirs— it  has  made  me  gloomy  & 
unhappy— what  have  1  lived  for,  what  have  I  done— a  dreadful  impa¬ 
tient  spit  it-  hope  that  I  love  God  Sc  desire  to  do  his  will— but  O!  Oh 
how  miserable— deficient  I  am— I  tliot  I  could  live  differently,  &  do 
more  for  the  honor  Sc  glory  of  God— Good  bye  once  more,  my  dear¬ 
est  sister,  love  to  the  children  Sc  Mr.  B.  Sc  for  yourself 

from  your  devoted  sister— 

My  dear  kale.  Mary  will  not  let  me  read  what  she  has  written  lest 
I  might  witness  her  complainings  and  groans.  She  was  never  before 
fairly  in  the  backwoods,  &  has  had  hardly  time  to  become  a  little 
accustomed  to  existing  trials.  She  is  in  good  spirits  until  dark,  but 
with  the  setting  Sun  her  heart  sinks  low.  We  are  a  little  pinched  to 
be  sure  for  something  to  cat,  but  live  on  hope  and  Sardines.  Our 
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climate  is  at  least  delightful,  and  the  children  enjoy  themselves  after 
confinement  in  a  City  atmosphere.  You  would  enjoy Mary’s  privc- 
leges  I  know.  1  he  journey  here  woidd  have  been  sport  for  you, 
though  pool  M  still ered  111  the  flesh  from  numberless  annoyances. 
°ui  sojoui  n  at  Port  Croghan  is  of  uncertain  duration,  though  for 
myself  I  should  be  willing  to  remain  here  until  the  fall,  we  may  go 
larthcr  and  fare  worse.  1  have  had  no  time  to  write  to  brother  Win. 
yet,  amid  my  many  cares  &  increased  responsibilities.  Mary’s  advent 
has  upset  my  little  bachelor  arrangements,  and  kept  me  busy  in 
arranging  my  establishment  011  a  new  and  more  extended  basis.  1 
enclosed  to  Mr.  If  a  few  days  since  pay  accounts  lor  upwards  of  S700, 
and  wrote  to  Paymaster  Leslie  that  he  would  present  them. 

ever  yours  affectionately 

G.  F.  T. 

1  Original  Letter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

-  Fort  Croghan,  Texas  was  situated  on  the  north  side  of  Hamilton  Creek,  a  tribu¬ 
tary  ol  the  Colorado  River,  about  eighteen  miles  above  the  junction  of  the  two 
streams,  and  approximately  fifty  miles  northwest  of  Austin.  It  was  ordered  to  be 
abandoned  Aug.  20,  lSf,*}  and  was  evacuated  In  the  troops  in  Detembei  iHyj. 

:!  Col.  and  Brevet  Brig.  General  William  S.  Harney. 


U  S.  Ship  Lexington,  At  Sea 
May  pih,  185m 
Lat.  8  S.,  Long.  1  1 8  W. 

My  dearest  Sister  Kate 

What  a  pleasure  letter  writing  would  be  if  you  could  always  find 
something  of  interest  to  write  about,  but  what  can  a  poor  wretch 
who  is  shut  up  in  a  Ship  for  60  and  70  days  at  a  time  write  about? 
Why!  just  nothing  at  all,  but  I  hate  to  see  a  mail  leave  for  home  with 
110  letters  in  it  from  me.  So  I  have  determined  to  commence  a  letter 
to  be  mailed  at  Valparaiso. 

So  far  on  our  passage  down  we  have  done  very  well.  We  have  had 
fresh  winds  most  of  the  time  and  our  weather  has  been  most  deliuht- 
fill  for  which  I  have  been  most  thankful,  for  I  was  quite  unwell 
when  wc  left  St.  Francisco  with  a  violent  cold  which  appeared  to  be 
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very  anxious  to  get  hold  of  my  lungs,  but  our  Surgeon  was  very 
prompt  and  mastered  it  before  it  had  gone  too  far  and. I  am  now 
(pule  well  again  although  the  Dr.  does  not  allow  me  to  expose  myself 
to  the  night  air.  (.apt.  Radford  has  been  very  kind  to  me,  he  sent 
me  in  a  jar  ol  preserved  strawberries  put  up  in  Morristown  and  1  can 
assure  you  they  were  delightful,  almost  as  good  as  yours.  1  am  very 
loud  ol  him  and  could  sail  with  him  forever  without  having  an 
unkind  feeling,  he  is  what  1  call  a  perfect  Gentleman  and  long  will 
his  officers  remember  him.  Our  Ship  has  been  most  happy  ever  since 
we  sailed  Irom  New  York. 


\\  hile  I  was  in  St.  Francisco  I  reed,  a  letter  from  Dave  asking  me 

O 

to  find  out  all  1  could  about  the  Law  business  of  the  place.  In  it  lie 


says,  “Mother’s  health  has  been  very  good  all  winter”!!  I  was  so 
confined  to  the  Ship  that  1  could  not  find  out  all  1  wished  to  but 
found  out  enough  to  satisfy  me  that  if  lie  can  make  §1,500  a  year  in 
Detroit,  it  will  be  much  better  than  anything  he  can  do  in  St.  Fran¬ 
cisco  for  3  or  1  years  to  come.  If  he  could  afford  to  come  out  and 
remain  a  year  or  two  without  doing  much,  I  have  no  doubt  he  will 
do  well,  lor  lrom  all  I  could  learn  the  best  Lawyers  were  men  of  not 
much  talent  but  hard  workers  and  none  of  them  the  most  honest 
men  in  the  world.  I  hope  he  will  not  have  started  before  1  get  home, 
lot  there  is  much  I  could  tell  him  in  conversation  that  I  can  not  well 
tell  in  writ ing. 

1  hope  il  he  does  go  he  will  not  allow  Sarah  to  keep  a  boarding 
house.  That  might  do  very  well  in  a  large  city,  but  not  in  Detroit  and 
if  she  takes  Mrs.  foe  Clarke  she  will  get  a  hard  one  and  one  who  will 
keep  her  hands  full  for  she  most  certainly  will  expect  her  money’s 
worth  and  if  gentlemen  are  about  as  both  she  and  Sarah  are  rather 
fond  of  their  attentions  I  shall  expect  to  see  a  row  and  a  general 
break  up.  When  I  start  a  boarding  house  I  want  to  take  good  honest 
carpenters,  and  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  see  my  friends  as  visitors 
in  the  evening  when  the  good  honest  carpenter  has  thanked  for  the 
“ good  supper”  he  has  just  had,  and  as  he  has  to  be  up  by  sunrise 
starts  for  the  “most  comfortable  Bed'  “he  has  ever  had”,  but  deliver 
me  from  your  delicate  ones  who  can  not  remain  at  the  table  because 
the  smell  of  the  soup  makes  them  sick  and  good  roast  beef  is  so  com- 
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moil  and  want  chickens.  No,  No,  none  of  that,  sort  lor  me,  however 
I  hope  it  is  all  talk  and  she  will  not  do  it. 

I  suppose  poor  Lib  linds  so  much  to  do  with  her  baby  that  time 
does  not  hang  quite  as  heavy  with  her  as  it  did.  I  am  delighted  with 
the  name  they  have  selected.  I  always  told  Lib  that  if  it  was  a  girl 
she  should  name  it,  but  if  a  boy  then  I  should.  So  when  1  heard  that 
it  w  as  a  git  1  1  was  halt  sort  y  that  1  had  made  the  prom ise.  lot  I  wanted 
het  to  be  called  fanny  and  at  last  1  was  so  anxious  lot  it  that  1  made 
up  my  mind  that  in  my  next  letter  1  would  ask  Lib  to  call  her  fanny, 
when  I  reed,  a  letter  Irom  her  telling  me  that  Almira  had  given  it 
the  name  ol  fanny  Lila.  1  he  name  I  think  is  pretty  but  to  me  my 
dear  Sister  she  will  be  Fanny. 

June  7th.  1  have  had  nothing  to  write  about  my  dear  Sister  lor 
the  past  month  lor  not  a  single  thing  of  any  interest  has  taken  place, 
but  today  as  we  find  out. selves  within  live  days  sail  ol  Valparaiso, 
we  have  all  commenced  at  our  letters  that  we  may  have  them  ready 
for  the  mail  for  we  think  it  leaves  on  the  i 6th  and  we  will  just  get 
in  in  time  to  send  our  letters  by  it.  1  am  now  quite  well  and  feel  as 
well  as  1  have  at  any  time  during  the  cruise.  W  e  will  only  remain  in 
Valparaiso  long  enough  to  have  our  clothes  washed  and  then  we  are 
oil  for  home.  I  am  really  quite  homesick.  1  think  of  nothing  but 
home.  We  hope  to  be  home  by  Sept,  or  Oct.  but  much  will  depend 
upon  whether  we  arc  obliged  to  stop  at  any  place  for  water. 

Give  my  love  to  the  children,  kiss  them  for  me  and  tell  them  not 
to  lorgct  me  for  1  love  them  very  much.  Tell  Mary  that  we  had  a 
beautiful  black  cat  on  board  and  a  few  days  since  she  had  kittens. 

I  .ast  night  she  jumped  over  board  and  tell  her  also  that  1  had  nothing 
to  do  with  her  going  over  board  and  were  it  not  that  1  am  afraid 
that  her  little  children  will  stiller  1  am  very  glad  that  she  is  out  ol 
my  way  for  1  am  no  fonder  of  cats  than  1  used  to  be.  By  the  way  poor 
Sister  Mary  will  think  that  1  have  given  her  up,  but  I  do  not  know 
where  to  direct  to  for  Mother  wrote  me  that  the  l)r.  had  again 
changed  his  post  but  did  not  say  where  he  had  gone. 

I  will  keep  the  next  page  for  Port  to  close  it  at  the  last  moment. 
Good  bye  for  the  present. 

June  13th,  Valparaiso.  We  have  just  got  in  and  as  the  mail  closes 
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iliis  P.M.  1  must  dose  ibis  Idler.  We  will  sail  from  hereon  the  20th 
ol  June  and  you  may  give  me  90  days  lo  gel  home  in.  Love  to  all  and 
accept  my  dearest  sister  the  love  of  your  devoted 

Brother  John. 


1  )ear  Son— 


Detroit,  May  11,1  Sr, 2 


My  love  lo  Iv— Tell  her  as  soon  as  1  can  1  will  write,  1  am  in  the 
midst  of  house  cleaning  &  have  had  the  Gass  men  at  work— 

All  are  well— my  love  to  children— Sarah’s  infant1  is  the  very  copy 
ol  out  sweet  angel— looks  like  her— acts  like  her— has  all  that  solidity 
ol  character,  &:  wonderful  attention— you  never  hear  her,  but  she 
notices  every  thing— They  never  had  such  a  child— &  if  she  is  not 
1  uined  in  training,  I  think  she  will  make  just  such  a  child— 

With  much  love  to  you,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 


1  Sanili  l.awmuc  Stuart,  born  May  L'3,  1851. 


E.L.S. 


Detroit,  May  1  j,  1 852 

My  very  dear  Kate— 

1  have  been  kept  so  on  the  Spring  between  business,  calls,  house 
cleaning  &  Cuss  fitting—  that  I  could  not  take  time  to  sit  down  &  write 
to  you  as  sat  isfactorily  as  1  wished,  &  therefore  procrastinated— is:  find 
no  more  prospect  of  being  settled  than  I  was— every  thing  moves 
slowly— it  makes  every  dilfcrence  to  have  the  Misstress’s  eye— 1  sup¬ 
pose  workers,  with  their  employers,  are  very  much  like  ourselves, 
often  want  vest  ruining,  correcting  Sc  driving— Sc  not  much  improved 
—If  thinking  of  you  would  write  my  letters,  you  would  have  had  a 
sheet  every  night— 

Poor  dear  Mrs  Davis,  how  glad  I  am  that  she  visited  you— &  I  know 
that  you  made  her  happy— it  is  a  green  spot  in  the  dessert  of  her 
lonely  sad  life— I  hope  that  she  Sc  her  poor  girls  may  he  successful— 
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/,  like  )ou,  have  always  loved  her,  because  she  ever  exalted  your 
lather,— in  speaking  of  strong  Christians,  she  would  say,  he  is  of  the 
class  of  Christians  of  Mr  Robt  Stuart,  See— 

A  lew  evenings  since,  Messrs  Leavit,  Swift  &  Capt  McCoinb  called, 
ex.unined  c  losely  your  lather  s  portrait,  all  pronounced  it  one  of  the 
most  perlet  t  likenesses  they  had  ever  seen,  were  amazed  to  think 
it  was  from  a  Daguerrotype-8:  Capt  S-asked  if  the  Artist  had 
ever  seen  your  lather— were  the  more  surprized  at  its  perfection— 

thought  that  he  must  have  had  an  uncommon  perception  to  have 
taken  any  thing  so  perfect— They  inquired  very  particularly  for  Mr 
B  8:  you— 

1  am  surprized  Sc  sorry  to  hear  of  Charles  Davis-1  understood 
that  his  uncle,  Col.  1  hayer  had  adopted  him,  &  that  he  was  a  very 
promising  child— poor  woman,  how  exactly  like  her,  are  the  quota¬ 
tions  you  send  me— 

I  am  thoroughly  disgusted  with  the  Alex-s— the  only  way  I  can 
account  for  their  not  going  to  Morristown  to  “spend  two  days’’,  for 
that  was  their  intention— They  must  have  had  a  quarrel,  Sc  when 
that.  is  the  case,  it  makes  Uncle  the  most  wretched  of  all  wretched 
men— They  were  determined  to  see  Washington— Uncle  said  he 

“would  be  ashamed  to  go  to  Europe  without  going  there” - Alex 

was  determined  to  go  to  Liverpool  8:  London,  before  he  went  to 
Edin:  Sc  this,  almost  distracted  Uncle,  fearing  that  he  would  play 
some  game  here,  that  would  hinder  their  taking  passage  in  the  City 
of  Glasgow— I  suppose  he  feared  that  if  Alex  v'cnt  to  Wash:  it  would 
break  up  his  arrangement— Sc  in  this  state  of  mind,  he  had  not  cour¬ 
age  to  see  Mr  B  Sc  You— &:  I  think  it  quite  probable  that  lie  did  not 
know  that  Alex  had  gone  to  Morristown—/  am  glad  that  you  did  as 
you  did,  it  will  show  him  his  folly— 

I  am  sorry  that  you  had  so  little  confidence  in  my  judgement  as 
to  suppose  me  capable  of  encouraging  them,  or  wishing  them  to  go 
to  Dr  Hasletts— I  cannot  yet  find  out  how  they  went  there— Kate 
Benson  writes  that  they  asked  her  to  take  them  there,  &  to  Nelly— 
She  told  them  that  she  could  not,  for  that  she  8c  Mrs  Coxe  did  not 
visit,  8c  that  the  family  Sc  Mrs  Ilaslet  had  no  communication  Sc  she 
would  not  be  the  one  to  take  any  member  of  the  family  there— that 
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if  they  wished  to  go— they  must  get  one  of  the  Thorne  boys— Twas 
on  their  account  that  the  trouble  had  come,  R;  they  were  the  only 
ones,  who  kept  up  an  intercourse— 

If  1  understand  Kate’s  letter  right,  they  did  not  go  to  see  her 
Mother— Yet  I  do  not  know  where  they  saw  her— 

1  o  see  Uncle  A—,  as  we  all  see  him  as  a  new  acquaintance,  &  see 
him  after  he  feels  acquainted  and  at  ease— he  is  two  distinct  charac¬ 
ters— All  that  h urly,  hurley  confused  awkwardness  Sc  stupidity  are 
gone— Often  have  I  wondered  how  a  young  man  like  Alex,  could 
consent  to  remain  subject  to  the  authority  of  such  a  Mind  as  his 
father’s— Now  that  I  know  him,  I  understand  the  whole— he  not 
only  governs  Alex,  but  all  the  others— he  needs  some  one  to  encour¬ 
age  him  &  support  him,  when  he  feels  himself  a  stranger— He  told 
me  that  oltentiines  when  he  went  out,  after  he  got  home,  he  felt  so 
wretched  at  his  “awkardness  R:  boobyism”  that  he  could  cry— he  says, 
“1  can  think,  R:  see  all  around  me— but  the  moment  I  go  to  speak 
every  thought  I  have  in  the  world  vanishes— now  this  is  because  I 
paid  no  attention  to  my  school  when  I  attended  it— My  Uncle’s 
mind  R:  mine  are  just  alike”  Sec — I  am  glad,  glad  that  he  is  oil— and 
1  trust  that  he  will  never  come  back— I  feel  frightened  all  the  time 
1  am  in  strange  company  with  him— 

My  precious  angel  Eliza— she  has  entered  the  Sab.  School— I  hope 
they  gave  her  the  very  seat  that  our  sainted  one  had— Does  she  look 
like  her?  Dear  sweet  Mary  &  Bessie,  to  again  have  a  little  sister  to 
take  care  of,  R:  to  lead  to  school— May  she  be  sealed  as  one  of  the 
Lambs,  for  the  Saviour’s  service  on  Earth— I  understand  well  your 
feelings  when  you  saw  the  blessed  one  dressed  R:  depart  for  Sab. 
School— it  was  a  joyous  yet  a  sorrowful  day— dear  child,  she  knows 
nothing  but  to  “behave  like  a  lady”— Of  course,  everyone  thought 
of  the  departed  one  &  remembered  how  she  behaved  in  church— 
I  cannot  think  of  her  without  bitterness  of  sorrow— my  heart  flutters 
R:  tears  will  come— I  believe  I  am  not  reconciled  to  her  death,  feel 
frightened  when  such  a  thought  comes  over  me!— how  we  are 
tempted  &  tossed,  if  /  am  ever  saved-Oh,  what  a  miracle  of  grace 
I  shall  be— I  am  terrified  when  I  get  a  view  of  my  inner  self— 

1  am  sorry  that  I  keep  you  so  long  out  ol  Chalmeis  but  I  foolishly 
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lent  the  first  Vol.  to  Mr  Peden,  thinking  that  lie  would  he  so  inter¬ 
ested  in  it,  that  he  would  read  it  through  quickly— but  I  lind  that  he 
does  not— just  as  soon  as  he  brings  it  home,  l  shall  send  Chalmers— 
fv  you  &:  Mr  B  — must  sit  down  &:  read  it  immediately — Y on  must  learn 
to  love  Rutherford— he  is  a  strengthener  to  love  for  Christ,  &  this  is 
the  secret  of  Christian  happiness— of  Christian  usefulness— 1  know 
that  the  Bible  is  stronger  than  all  else— yet,  occasionally  taking  up 
such  as  Chalmers,  Ruthei  lord,  Hamilton  'Living  or  dead” — is  1  ike 
turning  aside  to  converse  with  or  be  in  company  with  high  class 
Christians— I  enclose  a  dollar  for  you  to  send  instantly— to  Carter 
lor  ” The  ChafJ  Sc  Wheat"— it  is  sweet,  strong,  profitable— 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  you  like  your  Nurse.—  I  hope  that  you 
will  be  able  to  keep  her— that  her  good  behavior  &  contentedness 
may  be  a  rivet  to  keep  your  Cook— Get  rid  of  your  waiter  as  soon  as 
you  can- 

Oh,  what  a  fearful  horrid  occurrence  that  was— Was  the  wretched 
man  allowed  to  depart  without  punishment?  1  am  rejoiced  il  there 
is  an  indication  (if  only  to  Mr  Townly1)  of  a  deeper  solemnity  in  the 
Church— almost  all  the  Eastern  Churches  are  in  a  very  happy  state— 
ours  of  Detroit  are  all  (save  the  Methodist)  twice  dead,  almost 
plucked  up  by  the  roots— I  am  disappointed  about  him— I  hoped  that 
as  he  became  acquainted  he  would  acquire  confidence  &  become 
more  acceptable— Remember  God  can  bless,  even  with  stammering 
tongue  &  cold  manner— Moses  only  prevailed  while  his  hands  were 
held  up— prayer  has  more  power  with  God  than  preaching— often¬ 
times  God  blesses,  where  the  means  seem  most  inefficient— 

I  believe  I  wrote  that  Mrs  Lyell’s  Mother  was  dead— her  end  was 
very  peaceful— she  died  of  cancer— 

You  ask  about  the  Frazer  chair— Nothing  about  it  except  its  age— 
You  sec,  of  course,  that  there  is  neither  taste,  air,  or  grate  in  it— it 
must  be  nearly  One  1  lunched  &  seventy  years  old— it  was  worked  by 
Lady  Frazer— who  worked  12  such  chair  covers— Two  Sola  covers— 
Two  squares  for  pillows  &  Curtains,  drapery  &c  for  four  windows 
&  Bed— got  the  curtains  all  made  &  ready  to  put  up— &  the  furniture 
ready  to  be  framed,  when  she  died— she  was  between  70  &  So  when 
she  died— &  she  has  been  dead  nearly  as  long— they  were  in  the  family 
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when  the  second  stock  ol  Frazers  took  possession  of  the  Castle— They 
a  1  e  all  gone,  k  I i 0111  the  third,  M is  Fyel  1  s  Mother  recieved  one  Sola, 
k.'  1  he  1  ic \  e  s.\  s m  h  co\  ei  s  as  I  sen t  you — k  one  o t  her  dresses  — a  piece 
ol  which  I  will  send  you  in  your  Box  of  Books— I  put  on  the  Dress— 
She  must  have  been  a  woman  exactly  my  size— long  pleated  waist, 
point  in  front— Skirt  very  full— long  train  &  Apron  (open  Dress)— 
I  he  piece  I  send  you  is  ol  the  Apron— dear  Mrs  Scott  sat  down  alter 

I  took  the  dress  oil,  k  ripped  the  Apron  from  it,  &  gave  it  to  me - 

1  he  sleeves  are  t  ight  from  the  Shoulder  unt  il  near  the  Elbow,  w  here 
they  I  low  oil  very  full  like  what  you  call  “Oriental”— Now,  you  know 
all  that  1  know— lor  its  antiquity  it  was  very  much  admired  at  our 
lair— Mrs  L.  gave  me  two— one  1  designed  for  you,  and  one  for  Mary 
— &  John  begged  me  so  hard  for  one,  that  1  had  the  impudent  audac  ¬ 
ity  to  ask  for  another  for  him— his  k  Mary’s  are  framed  alike,  Gothic , 
immilation  ol  Rose  Wood— to  pay  for  my  impudence  I  took  enough 
ol  the  Apron,  k  had  a  chair  corresponding  with  the  others  made  k 
sent  to  Mrs  1  .yell— 

You  1  fear,  as  l,  was  disappointed  about  your  1 1  arp  Strings— there 
were  not  nearly  as  many  as  1  expected— I  thought  1  should  see  such 
a  box  full  as  you  always  got— 1  told  him  to  get  two  sets— one  for  yours 
and  one  for  Lavinia— he  sent  one  set  English— Sc  one  Roman— both 
the  same  quantity— I  did  not  limit  him  to  quantity  or  price— 

l  am  glad  you  were  successful  in  pleasing  your  taste  about  Aunt 
K’s  Pin  kc— 1  believe  1  wrote  you  what  I  did  for  them— 

Miss  Rockwell  was  very  much  pleased  at  your  remembrance  of 
her— always  name  her— she  is  one  of  the  excellent  of  the  Earth- 
Yon  say  “Alex  told  about  the  McC— ’s  k  Sarah  k  1  never  had”— 
Do  you  not  know  there  are  many  things  which  if  told  on  paper  seem 
nothing— but  are  too  voluminous  for  a  letter,  &  it  is  the  little  foxes 
which  spoil  the  vines— I  could  not  tell  you  in  20  letters,  but  hoped 
that  we  might  some  time  in  our  life  meet,  when  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  pain  you  with  fruitless  recitals— Had  I  been  Sarah,  Alex 
never  would  have  known  one  word— A  husband’s  secrets  or  faults 
should  be  safe  with  a  wife—/! 1 1  have  been  badly  brought  up— The 
wind  sown,  yields  the  whirlwind,— The  McCreas  are  gone— I  pity 
their  poor  Mother— 
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I  am  shocked  to  find  mysell  beginning  another  side-,  but  I  have 
been  permitted  to  be  quiet  Sc  undisturbed  with  household  matters, 
&  fmd  that  I  wish  to  say  more— 

A  long  &  very  sensible,  judicious  letter  from  John,  I  think  has 
caused  Dave  to  give  up  going  to. California— Lawyers  here  are  aston¬ 
ished  at  his  ever  having  thought  of  it— I  wish  you  could  hear  the 
universal  opinion  of  him  as  a  Lawyer— Porter  told  me  that  his  going 
was  madness— that  here  was  his  place— Me  &  Joy  are  going  to  retire 
—Van  Dyke  &:  Emmons  arc  retiring— Frazer  does  no  business— all 
now  that  is  wanted  for  David  is  diligence.  Judge  Douglas  said  to  me 
“Mrs  Stuart,  what  can  induce  your  Son  to  go  to  Cali:  1  trust  he  will 
not  go— Wc  cannot  lill  his  place  here’’— &  much  more— spoke  of  his 
strength,  his  quickness,  fkc— but  no  one  speaks  of  his  industry—  Bacon 
told  me  that  it  was  “universally  remarked  that  Dave  Stuart  was  the 
Smartest  Man  at  the  Detroit  Bar— but  he  does  not  love  Money 
enough  to  work  for  it’’— One  day  I  said  to  Mr  Walker,  “Oh,  1  wish 
I  had  transmitted  the  same  to  my  Son,  that  you i  Mother  did  to  you’’, 
—he  said,  “What  is  that’’— "Industry  &:  perseverenre’’— “Ah,  Mrs 
Stuart,  you  would  have  to  have  transmitted  some  thing  else— Poverty 
Sc  friendlessness— &  then  Dave  would  be  every  thing  that  you  could 
wish”— 


In  looking  over  my  precious  little  unerring  ‘''Tickin'  ,  I  line!  I 
shall  be  able  to  meet  ist  June  R.R.Instal.—  Molfat  must  wait— 1  pd 
him  both  times  before  it  was  necessary— Tell  him  that  the  Kuntze 
Lot  lias  already  doubled  itself  in  value— Ask  him  if  it  would  be 
discourteous  to  ask  G  Porter  to  give  me  something,  in  case  any  thing 
happens  to  him  between  this  Sc  M  iss  Mclv— (the  owner)  being  found 
—I  may  shew  that  he  sold  it  to  me— 

Tell  him  that  my  Mrs  Sheldon’s  affair  was  only  a  Pcn-ogmjfhical 
error— but  his  mind  got  it  straight— Mrs  S— is  tired  of  paying  10  pet 
Interest— her  Stores  rent  well  Sc  the  money  answered  the  desired 
end— 

Now  dear  Kate,  I  am  sure  you  are  tired  &  so  am  I— Love  to  M  r  B— 
Sc  my  precious  children,  always  with  a  kiss— Kiss  Loo  &  tell  him  that 
is  from  G.  Ma— Whenever  you  get  a  letter— Give  my  love  to  Mrs  Sc 
Miss  Stites  &  respects  to  Mr.  You  never  name  Condits  nor  McKinzie 
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— \ou  must  love  the  Condits— remember  they  sympathized  with  us 
in  our  hitler  sorrow— No  matter  about  Chh  matters— we  cannot  have 
all  as  we  wish— 

1  trust  clear  Loo  may  get  through  the  summer  without  illness.  You 
know  the  second  summer  is  always  bad,  how  I  wish  I  could  see  him. 
My  other  treasures,  last  tho  not  least,  you  say  little  of.  l  am  delighted 
to  hear  how  well  dear  Mary  is  getting  on  with  her  education,  but 
precious  Bessie  you  ol  course  Leach,  dear  child  what  is  she  learning- 
does  she  learn  Testament  lessons?  She  meant  to  be  rich  in  the  Bible 
because  when  she  got  old  she  might  be  deaf,  and  could  not  hear 
anybody  read,  and  she  might  be  blind,  and  cotdd  not  read  herself, 
and  then  il  she  knew  the  Psalms  and  N. Testament  she  would  not 


care,  because  she  could  say  them  all  the  time  to  herself.”  A  rich 
thought  which  I  hope  will  strengthen  with  her  strength. 

How  glad  I  am  that  you  have  heard  Mr.  Barnes.  Was  not  Mr. 
Baker  delighted  with  him?  The  ‘‘silvery  "Pones  of  his  voice”  are  not 
the  least  about  him  that  charms.  You  must  keep  these  Bayards  at 
their  Post,  il  she  is  a  Christian  you  have  another  to  strengthen  the 
besieging  party— prayer— prayer  alone  is  your  hope.  Let  the  Chh. 
recieve  in  answer  to  fervent  prayer  the  baptism  of  the  1 1  ol y  Ghost, 
and  then  you  will  prosper.  Mr.  Duf.  gave  us  from  the  Pulpit  a  solemn 
charge,  to  honor  the  ministerial  Office,  and  in  his  absence  not  to 
reject  God,  or  insult  him,  in  the  person  of  his  Ambassador,  by  run¬ 
ning  alter  others  that  might  please  our  taste,  See. 

Two  weeks  since  a  Mrs.  Shephard  a  young  woman,  Mother  of  Two 
children,  caused  her  own  death  in  the  same  manner.  There  is  some¬ 
thing  ten  illic  in  such  a  state  of  things— but  to  go  before  an  insulted 
God.  1  low  can  a  woman  with  such  lax  principles  expect  or  have  the 
respect  of  her  husband.  Dear  K.  you  believe  with  me  that  the  Law 
is  our  Schoolmaster  to  bring  us  to  Christ.  You  of  course  have  but  one 
motive  in  the  education  of  your  children  it  is  that  they  may  be 
trained  in  the  nuture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord— that  when  their 
Master  calls  them  into  his  service  they  may  be  found  with  their 
Lamps  trimmed  and  burning.”  To  this  end  every  day  (as  you  would 
through  Mary’s  scales  on  the  Piano)  run  them  through  their  com¬ 
mandments— not  by  rote,  but  Spirit.  Teach  them  Christ’s  exposition 
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o!  them.  II  we  entertain  the  violation  ol  them  in  heart  we  have 
broken  the  Com. 

I  meant  this  to  be  business.  I  have  been  led  to  (eel  deeply  lrom 
your  letter.  May  God  give  you  wisdom  and  strength,  to  whatever 
you  do  to  do  to  his  glory  and  the  salvation  of  Souls. 

1  am  glad  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Stiles  is  feeling  actively  on  this  impor¬ 
tant  subject,  glad  too  that  you  and  the  Condits  hold  on  your  way 
together.  You  say  nothing  of  your  interesting  friends  Stevensons. 
Does  Dr.  Jones’  daughter  v  isit  you?  My  sweet  precious  Eliza.  I  am 
waiting  anxiously  to  hear  how  she  was  affected  by  the  N.York  visit. 
1  see  her  kind  affectionate  father  is  putting  her  side  by  side  in  his 
heart  with  his  invisible  treasure,  how  I  envy  him  his  views  on  this 
subject.  Do  you  notice  how  the  whole  Church  seems  to  be  turning 
their  attention  to  this  subject?  I  am  surprized  to  find  how  much 
there  is  in  the  Bible  to  support  it. 

1  Rev.  John  II.  Townley,  lhistor  of  First  Presbyterian  (ihuuli,  Morristown. 

-  Side  of  the  sheet  of  writing  paper. 


May  2  | ,  1 852 

Dear  Son- 

On  Sat.  I  recieved  from  Lathrop  &  D.  Eighty  Dollars— Interest 
from  Thos.  C.  Sheldon  for  I)r.  Turner— Deposit  ted— &  drew  Chk 
for  $200  for  Moffat— 

25th.  Today  drew  a  Chk  for  $50— 

John  has  just  handed  me  your  kind  favor  of  icjlh  ins.  1  am  really 
sorry  for  poor  K— she  is  going  through  pretty  severe  discipline  be¬ 
tween  bad  Servants  &  sick  children— I  wish  you  would  pack  up,  & 
come  Se  spend  June,  July  &  Aug.  with  me— Your  good  Peter  could 
be  left  in  charge,  &  let  “Cooky”  come  up  as  Nurse,  it  would  be  recre¬ 
ation  for  her,  &  resuscitation  for  all— Do  come— Mrs  Stiles  will  take 
care  of  Silver,  papers,  See— If  you  feel  that  you  can  not  leave  for  so 
long  a  time,  make  arrangements  such  as  you  did  when  we  all  went 
to  St  Peters— I  am  sure  all  would  be  benefitted— 

I  feel  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr  Johnson  is  so  low,  I  feel, 
without  knowing  much  of  him,  a  strong  sympathy  in  him,  May  God 
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reveal  hi  nisei  I  to  him,  through  Christ,  that  when  heart  &  flesh  fail, 
he  may  he  comfortted  by  that  peace  which  the  world  cannot  yield  — 
1  he  warm  weather  has  come  upon  us  very  suddenly,  it  has  put 
pool  l hide  in  bed,  he  is  so  feeble  that  he  can  scarcely  crawl  about  — 
Yesterday  our  neighbor,  old  Mr  Russell,  died— 

1  will  write  to  K— as  soon  as  I  can— altho  alone,  I  have  a  great  main 
interruptions—  l'o  Morrow  1  will  send  by  Express  to  “Mr  W.C.b. 
kj  bond  Street  ’—Chalmers'  with  whom  1  hope  you  will  both  as  soon 
as  possible,  become  intimately  acquainted— You  will  be  delighted 
with  him— 

Miss  Rockwell  begs  me  to  say  that  she  is- flattered  by  your  mention 
ol  her,  &  desires  her  kind  regards  to  you  both— Love  to  Kate  &  the 
blessed  children  to  whom  ever  give  a  kiss  from  “Can  Mu'— My  own 
Loo  Loo  baby”  I  trust  will  be  brought  through  safely— With  love 
to  you,  ever  believe  me  your 

Ailed ionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  las  Stockman  pd.  every  thing  he  owes? 


1  Sermons  ol  Thomas  Chalmers,  eminent  Scottish  minister,— 1780-1 8 17.  Writer  on 
theology,  \lexancler  Smart  had  brought  these  hooks  with  him  from  Scotland  and  had 
sold  them  to  his  sister  in  law,  as  mentioned  in  her  letter  of  Match  15,  iKy_>. 


May  gb,  1850 

Dear  Son- 

After  having  mailed  your  letter,  a  terror  came  over  me  when  1 
thought  of  speaking  to  C.  Porter  about  a  something  to  bind  the  sale 
of  the  K.  Lot,  he  is  such  a  surly,  grid!  man,  that  I  dread  exciting  sus¬ 
picion  in  him— After  you  have  read  my  proposal,  I  think  1  hear  you 
say,  “Well,  she  is  truly  unreasonable!” 

I  wish  you  would  write  Coin.  Larned,  for  he  was  Capt.  Mckinzie’s 
friend,  and  it  is  through  him,  that  foy  &  Porter  have  the  care  of 
Miss  Mckinzie’s  interest— Find  out  from  the  Coin,  where  she  is— or 
where  Doc.  Russell  is,  who  married  Miss  Mck’s  relative,  & -knows 
all  about  Miss  McK - Also  write  to  Coin.  Stuart,  8c  see  if  he  can  tell, 
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wheic  Doc.  Russell  can  be  iound — And  then,  write  to  head  () uai 7 ers 
Miss  McK— herself,  $c  in  your  own  right  way,  get  her  to  write  to  joy 
&  Porter— or  send  you  a  deed  Sec-I  know  by  myself  that  unless  care 
be  taken,  she  will  immagine  there  must  be  some  grand  speculation 
going  on— &  want  twice  as  much  as  it  is  worth— 

I  he  woman  from  Canada,  who  owns  next  to  us  on  the  Larkin, 
Peters  property  k— tame  to  see  me  the  other  day,  would  like  to  sell 
enough  of  her  point,  to  straighten  our  Sc  her. own  Lot— and  what  do 
you  suppose  she  wanted  for  her  Lot  next  to  ours— 'Three  'Thousand 
Dollars— I  told  her,  “Oh,  No,  we  care  nothing  about  it,  il  we  could 
get  it  reasonable,  we  would  like  a  gore  from  yours,  but  never  at  that 
rate”— She  said  that  she  had  been  offered  that  for  it!  — 

2()lh— A  very  unusual  thing,  I  have  two  favors  of  yours  unac¬ 
knowledged— 'The  one  containing  the  assignment— all  that  expedi¬ 
ency  is  ended— as  absentees  as  well  as  residents  arc  taxed  for  IT  Sc 
Mort. 

On  investigation,  1  find  that  they  rated  me  for  $20,000  bonds  Sc 
Mrt.l  pay  Tax  on  R— I  feel  with  you,  that  as  long  as  we  can  get  Rent 
we  better  never  attempt  to  sell  any  more  properly— I  ralhci  think 
that  Nelly  is  opposed  to  selling  &  division  Sc  this  is  why,  she  will  not 
do  any  thing  to  release  the  Thorne  incumberance— The  property 
will  in  all  probability  never  be  less  valuable,  and  time  will  1  hope 
heal  the  acrimonious  feeling  existing— Sc  then  for  you  all,  who  come 
after,  the  division  will  take  place  peacefully— 

I  will  attend  to  the  Drs  Thousand  Dollars  immediately— 1  have 
not  been  able  to  see  any  one  about  Gass  investment— as  soon  as  1  do, 
you  shall  know— 

A  Chk  today  for  $260  to  Moffat,  which  closes  with  him,  S:  I  think 
with  any  more  building  of  mine— 

When  1  read  in  your  letter  “I  have  just  returned  from  the  funeral 
of  Paid  Johnson”— although  he  was  comparatively  a  stranger  to  me, 
I  wept,  1  have  always  loved  him  for  his  affectionate  attention  to  our 
litt le  Angel,  and  the  beautiful  lines  he  wrote  after  her  death— d  inly 
his  family  have  great  consolation  in  being  permitted  to  hope  that 
his  change  is  a  blissful  one— Oh,  how  kind  is  our  blessed  Heavenly 
Father,  in  giving  us  to  see  S:  believe,  that  the  intense  suffering  of  the 
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body,  has  worked  out,  for  the  sufferer  an  eternal  weight  of  glory! 
I  was  prepared  to  hear  of  his  peaceful  end,  by  the  remarks  in  your 
last  letter,  i.e.  that  he  'wished  Christians  and  his  Minister  to  speak 
to  him  of  Christ”— Precious  Name,  a  “Strong  Tower”,  a  “Rock” 
to  which  all  who  1  lee  are  safe— 

I  see  by  the  Miss.  Herald  for  May  among  the  donations  to  the 
Am.  Board  is  one  hom  "P.  A.  Johnson,  Morristown,  N.  Jersey,  $200, 
which  constitutes  his  Pastor,  Mr  Townly,  a  Life  Member”  8:c 

I  hope  you  have  all  become  familiar  with  the  thought  of  spending 
June,  July  8:  Aug.  with  me— it  will  be  a  perfect  renovation— The 
journey— release  from  care— change  of  air— happiness  conferred  on 
me— rebel  &  change  for  “Cooky”— it  will  attach  her  to  you,  Love 
begets  love,  8:  she  will  see  by  your  selecting  her  to  go  with  the  chil¬ 
dren,  you  have  confidence  in  her— Oh,  we  shall  be  so  happy— Silver 
—Papers— 8:  Linen— send  to  Mrs  Stites — Then  Mrs  Baker  &  Mrs 
Grillin  can  go  8:  spend  a  delightful  rusticating,  as  it  were,  in  their 
own  house,  &  be  so  near  your  father,  that  it  will  seem  as  if  they  had 
only  gone  to  “Greenwich”!!  Am  I  not  first  rate  to  plan  for  others? 

1  am  glad  to  hear  that  dear  Sonny  has  recovered,  but  he  has  a  hard 
summer  before  him— The  whole  of  those  blessed  children  will  be 
bench  tied  by  coining— 

Love  to  K— &  tell  her  not  to  look  at  trunks  &  travel— skip  that  & 
immaginc  herself  arrived— Love  with  a  kiss  for  my  blessed  ones— 
always  kind  regards  to  all  in  Bond  St.  to  Mr  8:  Mrs  Stites  8:  much 
love  to  yourself  from 

Your  Afft.  Mother 
E.E.S. 


Ere  this  you  have,  I  hope,  reed.  Chalmers— a  rich  feast— elevated, 
instructive,  weanedness  from  Earth,  preparedness  for  Heaven- 


Port  Richmond,  May  31st,  1852. 

My  dear  Kate 

Did  you  expect  me  last  week?  Did  you  think  I  would  overcome 
my  scruples?  Did  you  deem  it  a  foolish  excuse  which  I  gave?  Lest 
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}ou  may  think  I  have  acted  strangely,  I  write  you  again  without 
waiting  lor  a  reply  to  my  last.  To  tell  the  truth  Kale,  I  have  been 


talking  about’ 


vtsit mg  you  lor  two  or  three  weeks  past,  and  have 
looked  forward  to  it  with  much  pleasure.  Trilling  obstacles  pre¬ 
sented  themselves  at  first.  I  waited  lor  these  to  vanish,  when  a  more 


seiious  one  arose  in  the  shape  ol  the  gathering  in  my  breast,  which 
made  its  appearance  in  the  lot  in  ol  a  small  lump  about  ten  days  ago. 
My  paienls  then  were  not  willing  lor  me  to  leave  home  until  it 
should  be  ascertained  what  would  be  the  result.  1  Ids  lump  has  been 
gradually  increasing  in  size  until  now  my  breast  is  in  a  dreadful 
condition,  being  swollen  to  nearly  double  its  original  dimensions, 
very  much  inflamed,  and  oh,  so  painful!  You  can  form  no  idea  of  it 
without  having  experienced  the  same  thing.  It  makes  me  “ down 
wYA’  .  I  cannot  imagine  the  cause  that  produced  it.  Nursiu g  seems 
to  have  been  an  up-hill  business  with  me  from  the  commencement. 
In  the  first  place,  I  have  never  had  hall  enough  nourishment  for  the 
baby,  so  I  am  obliged  to  feed  her  a  great  deal.  In  the  next  place,  for 
several  weeks  1  had  what  the  Dr.  called  a  “inn  dug  sort'  mouth  ",  so 
sore  I  could  hardly  eat  or  speak.  Mother  finally  succeeded  in  curing 
that,  and  now  I  am  well  nigh  crazy  with  my  breast.  I  did  not  lose 
my  life  as  so  many  others  did,  but  I  seem  destined  to  have  some 
trouble,  but  I  do  not  complain,  for  notwithstanding  all  these  diffi¬ 
culties,  I  am  grateful.  1  have  not  repined  for  one  single  moment. 

On  Saturday  I  was  shocked  to  hear  of  the  death  of  one  of  in)  for¬ 
mer  schoolmates,  who  was  married  about  the  same  time  1  was,  and 
lived  in  Richmond,  Virginia— died  in  confinement.  She  was  the  only 
child  of  parents  who  doled  upon  her,  and  1  am  told  her  husband  is 
almost  distracted. 

I  lave  you  any  feats  about  the  Plague?  You  have  probably  read  of 
its  appearance  on  the  Mississippi  river  and  in  some  ol  the  Western 
States.  Would  it  not  be  frightful  indeed  to  have  it  among  us? 

I  am  sometimes  afraid  Kate,  that  dear  little  Fanny  is  loved  loo 
much  to  stay  with  us.  And  yet  I  would  not  hav  e  her  loved  less.  But 
she  is  almost  idolized.  Every  look  is  watched,  every  breath  is  listened 
to,  and  if  we  fancy  anything  is  wrong,  the  whole  house  is  in  commo¬ 
tion.  She  sighs  a  great  deal  and  we  have  discovered  a  strange  hoarse- 
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ness  in  her  voice  at  times,  and  she  frequently  coughs.  Still  we  cannot 
perceive  that  she  has  any  cold  lor  her  head  is  perfectly  free.  She  has 
no  (lilliculiy  in  breathing.  She  is  a  fine  child—' '‘every  one  say. s  so.” 
Hitt  wait  till  you  see  her. 

1  want  much  to  see  “Loo  boy”,  “Hoddy1  too”  and  the  rest  of  your 
little  ones.  Do  they  rejoice  in  being  able  this  pleasant  to  spend  their 
time  outdoors?  "Loo  boy”  is  nine  or  ten  months  old!  How  many 
teeth  has  he?  Live  my  love  and  kisses  to  all  of  them. 

I  believe  I  asked  you  if  you  had  the  pattern  of  a  dressing  gown: 
W  hat  did  you  tell  me?  I  have  bought  materials  to  make  one  for  John 
and  I  have  applied  in  different  places  for  a  pattern.  Some  had  one 
but  have  lost  it,  some  don’t  know  of  any  pattern,  and  so  it  goes. 

/ la.s  Mrs.  Radford  a  French  nurse  yet/ 

Ciood  bye,  write  soon  to  your 

All t.  sister 

Lavinia. 


1  "Hoddy"— Nickname  for  lili/a  Baker. 


Port  Richmond,  June  end,  1852. 

Dear  Kale 

1  have  just  received  a  letter  lrom  Mother,  enclosing  this  note 

which  1  presume  she  intended  for  Mr.  Baker  and  sent  to  me  through 

mistake.  1  forward  it  immediately  supposing  it  to  be  of  importance. 

Mother  writes  that  some  of  your  children  have  the  Scarlet  Fever! 

1  am  very  sorry  to  hear  it,  and  do  sincerely  hope  it  may  not  “go  hard 

with  them.”  It  seems  fortunate  that  I  was  prevented  from  bringing 

my  baby  there,  for  it  would  have  caused  you  uneasiness  as  well  as 

myself:  1  hope  you  may  soon  all  be  well  again. 

Shall  you  go  to  Detroit?  Mother  wrote  that  perhaps  you  would. 

In  haste,  as  ever  yours,  .  . 

I  .avinia. 


Detroit,  J tine  4,  1 85a 

Dear  Son— 

Your  favor  of  the  1st  ins.  1  reed  late  Saturday  evening— every  word 
of  which  I  know  is  right,  and  I  must  now  wait  patiently  the  event— 
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8ih  ins.— Your  favors  of  June  2nd  &  3rd  came  by  last  night's  mail 
-You  surely  have  reason  to  fear  that  1  am  demented,  the  idea  is 
mortifying  that  I  should  have  made  so  unpardonable  a  mistake  as 
to  enclose  that  1,  &  1)  note  in  Lavinia’s  letter— 

I  he  Chk  recicvcd  lor  .j>8oo  with  the  rest  of  the  money  of  the  Docts. 
shall  be  appropriated  immediately  as  you  have  directed— 

1  have  had  doubtings  of  that  G.  bay  concern— Tlvey  having  the 
Deed,  are  we  not  in  their  power? 

It  seems  loo  hat d,  dear  Son,  that  in  addition  to  all  your  own  cares, 
hen  )Oti  have  been  so  much  of  an  invalid  as  you  have,  to  be  har¬ 
nessed  with  my  stupidity,  but  what  can  I  do?  To  whom  can  1  go— 

1  hope  that  John  may  return  all  that  our  fondest  wishes  would 
have  him,  &:  when  he  does,  1  hope  he  will  relieve  you  from  some  of 
the  petty  part,  such  as  link.  A/C  &c— of  these  1  never  expect  to  have 
the  slightest  insight— I  have  day  after  day  taken  my  Chk  Hook,  which 
1  know  that  1  keep  right,  &  compared  it  with  their  Ilk  Hook— 'tis  all 
Hebrew,  S:  I  am  too  old,  too  stupid,  &  too  nervus  to  go  to  school  to 
study  it — I  just  shut  up  both  Hooks  &:  say — “lie’ll  bring  it  all  right” 
(meaning  you)  &  go  to  bed  &  sleep— 

I  am  soi  1  y  to  hear  of  your  stiller  mg  with  your  t  h  roat — 1  know  how 
severely  you  are  always  attacked-I  really  think  your  hospital  should 
be  an  indication,  that  you  all  need  change  of  Air— You  know  that 
it  is  yours  Sc  K’s  life— ever  as  a  girl  we  had  to  send  her  oil— the  same 
climate  would  not  answer  for  her  more  than  two  years— &  since  her 
marriage,  until  you  settled  in  Morristown,  you  changed  twice  a  year, 
and  both  were  kept  in  perfect  health— and  my  sweet  Eliza  surely 
needs  it— Dear  Son,  what  are  all  the  comforts,  &  delight  offered  by 
your  pleasant  happy  home,  without  health  to  enjoy  it?  Come,  & 

I  promise  you,  1  will  not  ask  you  to  prolong  your  visit  one  hour 
beyond  the  time  of  your  own  appointing,  nor  will  I  name  your  leav¬ 
ing  one  of  the  children  with  me— I  can,  1  know,  relieve  K— from  all 
care  &  let  her  have  full  enjoyment— &  time  to  renew  her  Music— She 
Sc  Mrs  Lyell— Sc  Mrs  McCaskey  will  be  first  rate— 

Only  think  of  our  bishop  being  guest  to  the  A  rch  Bsh {>  of  Canter¬ 
bury!  live  in  a  Pallace!  Sc  have  all  the  Grandeur— Magnificence  of 
Kings— I  am  afraid  our  Michigan  will  have  become  too  gross  for 


,i  1 1  t>  iij-  u  <Ii  nut  1  >w( J  f  <>?  'i  r.j'f  » /m  '5  '  *  ^ 
fr; I'im  i:  iblim-  Innqmj  ok  1  -i  y/n  btuoi  a  1  Ji;tU  gui;{liiK»m 

(l-jilit,  louitwhlo'  •)■!»  nor  ;•  1  n /li!  )  11 

•j  i  /  L  —  i  .  J'J  Ml  J  «  •  <  . .  1 J  !<■  i'  iilJ(  .  o'  l>r  *  I1  l 

s  //(#,*  ■< i  jt\ !  f  i  .'i.  Jf  ji r.  ,!>j  .■* 

II. ll  !>()  0<  ,-1/mI  l •  <  •  *f.  ji;  /ill  I  I  )ln  l  oc  XliKKl  :>  UO'(  i‘t‘ 

■ 

!>f i jov/  c >fl  iv/  iol  *UiO  jj;iI  i  l't:  nniJJt  (j.in  mloj  Jj.  >j  *j  joi:  1 
V  Mil'  1110  1  !  U(  f)  '  Hi  -.  ‘->l!  oil  i  .<  >ob  -)  1  1 1  v/  ,f  !<l  ’  '  ll 

•j  >  if  oj  j  rxjxj  Tjvjn  I  o> >rli  1o  -  O  A  .jfntl  at  ibu*  .  nwj  yils*!  ><!  i 

rliifl  /  .iiK  \A  )  v  a  ruJi.J  yi  L  tojlr.  /t;b  ovfid  f— Jil^u.Jii  letfilgib  ail) 
-ioofl  II  liorfi  jfiivr  J  in  ii'ui  i  jrlgii  cpai  I  JutiJ  ujort  I 
oj  1<i  >  1 )/  i  O'  o  j  ru  /■'  •  ooi  tiiijnit:  oot  ,Uo  ooi  itic  I  ‘2  »r  u‘  if 
ill;;. )  Hi  Ji  Mild  l  ii \ 

m!  ti 1 1  I—  ottlr  a  •j‘Mu*'iJUif  lo-jc  iflol u  I 

<  . ; i A  li  •  f.  '  I  ;  it  if  '  MU  '  If  :!  /COi  !i.  )  '  >< ! 

juhu  lib-'IU)  lOff  I) (vm  OJ  br.ll  ow  l  0  1.  >»;  r»v  .  -alii  >f  -i  2fuo{  Ji 
f  >il  u>ni<i  2  -<rti ,'j/  ov/J  itKtfJ  -110111  >il  >>l  javmiR  Ion  »li/ov/  o)ci oil) 

yi  1112  i;\iH  j  w/*  Y,n  IiIj  ->ft  irjii-xj  ni  jqai  oiavr  1  rod  bin; 

,-»i«oD  ^ti  /O; .  .»  Oj  ffiir.ari  Ju<  '  1  >fl  yqqcfl  JftiiK.nalq  *fiio( 

-  iif-iil/I  idiI  v/  jttai  oj  ami;  J. 

•  j  *1  |  <oi  >o«..  j, if  a/i  il  lb  .7  /l  at  t /  u  1  •>  ctIb  n.  I  ^  it«i4 


STUART  LETTERS 


319 


him— I  am  glad  lie  was  chosen— he  will  represent  our  Country  well 
—  lie  will  in  company  with  Mr  Baldwin  make  the  entire  tour  of 
Europe  at  Mr  B’s  expense!!  he  is  truly  one  ol  fortune’s  favorites.— 
Last  night's  mail  brought  me  a  paper  from  Alex  Stuart  in  which 
was  written  "(Drived  safely  at  home  &  all  well'’! 

1  believe  I  have  now  said  all— We  are  all  well,  but  in  a  little  con¬ 
tusion,  all  our  I rout  stoop  is  taken  down— 

My  love  to  Kate,  Sc  with  a  kiss  to  my  blessed  children— I  wish  you 
both  could  decide  on  coming  to  Det.  for  a  little  while— "Cooky”  Sc 
all— I  am  afraid  you  will  lose  her  unless  you  give  her  some  change— 
With  muc  h  love  to  you  from 

Your  Affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 

I  always  give  your  kind  messages  to  Uncle  Sc  Miss  Rockwell— the 
latter  of  whom  seems  much  pleased  &  says  "I  trust  you  make  my 
grateful  thanks  Sc  kind  remembrance  to  them— Uncle  sends  reams 
of  "love  to  the  finest  woman  on  earth,  Kate” 

I  have  for  the  past  three  nights  been  Asthmatic,  which  makes  me 
nervtis  Sc  my  head  aches,  else  you  should  have  copy  of  particulars  of 
Mortgages— Tomorrow,  if  I  live,  I  will  try  to  begin  it  &:  send  it  oil  — 


U.S.S.  Lexington,  At  Sea 
10th  June/52. 

My  dear  Baker 

Your  welcome  letter  of  Febry.  5th  1  reed,  a  few  days  before  we 
sailed  from  St.  Francisco  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  hurry  and  con¬ 
fusion  wc  were  in  preparatory  to  going  to  Sea  I  would  have  answered 
it  at  once  and  now  I  do  not  expect  to  make  out  a  very  interesting  let¬ 
ter,  but  will  have  it  ready  such  as  it  is  to  mail  upon  our  arrival  at 
Valparaiso. 

We  sailed  from  St.  Francisco  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  April  and 
for  the  first  30  days  I  was  quite  unwell.  Nothing  but  a  cold  however 
which  I  took  in  chasing  two  of  our  men  who  deserted  with  one  of 
our  boats,  it  was  a  cold  rainy  day  and  I  returned  to  the  Ship  chilled 
through  without  boat  or  men.  Our  passage  down  to  the  line  was 
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quick  and  pleasant,  but  since  ii  has  been  tedious..  We  now  call  our- 
sehes  homeward  bound  and  we  can  say  that  we  have  had  a  happy 
and  pleasant  ci  uise.  Capt.  Rati  lord  is  certain  ly  a  most  pci  feet  gent  Io¬ 
nian,  he  has  the  love  and  respect  ol  every  one  of  his  ollicers. 

’ion  ask  ii  our  returning  so  soon  will  not  bring  us  round  Cape 
horn  in  Midwinter”.  It  will,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  long- 
nights  (which  are  never  pleasant  at  Sea)  this  is  the  best  season  to 
round  the  Cape.  Gales  are  not  so  frequent  or  do  they  last  as  long  as 
they  do  during  the  Summer  months. 

I  am  glad  that  you  have  at  last  succeeded  in  selling  the  Brooklyn 
property.  I  should  say  that  there  has  been  war  in  the  Camp— poor 
Mrs.  Cu.xe,  I  am  afraid  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  she  is  a 
Martyr. 

1  hope  Mother  will  get  Lots  i  and  3  ol  the  berthlett  property.  1 
found  out  some  time  before  1  hit  Detroit  that  No.  3  was  not  an  alley. 
Walker  and  Carpenter  both  told  me  ol  it,  but  could  not  iincl  out 
who  owned  it.  I  thought  that  1  wrote  you  all  about  it,  but  it  was  just 
about  the  time  that  1  went  to  Saginaw  and  I  may  ha\e  intruded  to 
do  so.  I  was  anxious  then  that  Mother  should  buy  No.  1,  but  Cope¬ 
land  was  alter  it  and  joy  and  boner  would  not  put  a  price  upon  it. 

1  can  assure  you  that  1  am  not  sorry  that  1  was  out  ol  the  way  ol 
the  ivossuth  excitement.  I  look  upon  him  as  a  much  greater  humbug 
than  Patriot.  1  have  no  sympathy  with  him. 

1  must  thank  you  for  the  Palmer  Pedigree.  I  lave  you  sent  Mrs. 
Coxe  a  copy?  1  have  no  doubt  if  you  will  that  she  will  lie  so  delighted 
with  it  that  she  will  pay  you  a  visit  at  Morristown  and  for  a  time  you 
and  yours  will  be  her  pets,  how  long  such  a  stale  ol  things  might  last 
your  humble  Servt.  will  not  be  responsible  for. 

1  saw  but  little  of  St.  Francisco.  We  anchored  at  Sausolita  bay 
which  is  about  8  or  10  miles  dist.  from  St.  F.  and  on  the  opposite- 
side  of  the  bay.  From  what  I  saw  and  heard  ol  it  I  would  rather  be 
worth  $25,000  in  the  city  of  N.  York  than  be  culled  worth  $500, 000 
in  St.  F.  A  Gentleman  was  pointed  out  to  me  as  being  one  of  the 
richest  men  worth  3  or  100,000.  Me  owned  one  hotel  that  rented 
lor  1500  a  month  and  has  reed,  no  rent  for  it  for  the  last  six  or  seven 
months  because  one  proprietor  after  the  other  lailed,  and  now  he 
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borrows  Money  at  ten  pret.  a  month  and  I  suppose  there  are  many 
nioie  like  him.  I  am  afraid  that  Alex.  Sibley  has  lost  most  if  not  all 
he  has  made  out  here.  Several  have  said  "poor  Sibley  has  been  un¬ 
ion  unale  ol  late”. 


I  was  very  much  disappointed  while  at  St.  Francisco  in  not  seeing 
Kate’s  Charming  Brother  in  Law1  "()  S”,  he  did  not  call  upon  me 
and  although  we  were  "pretty  thick”  before  he  left  Detroit  1  was 
afraid  that  since  he  had  been  out  here  he  might  have  amassed  a  for¬ 
tune  and  did  not  care  about  seeing  his  poor  relations  and  as  1  was 
too  proud  and  had  too  much  to  do  to  hunt  up  rich  ones  we  did  not 
see  eat  h  other.  1  should  not  be  surprised  if  the  poor  fellow  has  closed 


accts.  with  this  world,  there  was  a  Steamer  lost  on  the  Columbia 
River  bar  and  among  the  passengers  lost  1  notice  a  Mr.  Benson-  and 
1  am  afraid  he  is  the  one— there  are  a  great  many  more  like  him  in 
St.  Francisco. 

We  are  now  within  a  day  or  two’s  sail  of  Valparaiso  and  if  our 
wind  does  not  fail  we  will  be  in  by  the  1 2th  or  13th.  The  Steamer 
(Mail)  sails  on  the  15th,  so  we  are  all  very  anxious  to  get  in  before 
she  leaves  for  if  we  do  not  our  letters  will  have  to  remain  in  the  Post 
Olfice  for  a  month.  We  will  not  remain  there  many  days. 

June  1  31I1.  We  have  just  arrived  and  as  the  mail  closes  this  after¬ 
noon  I  must  close  this  letter.  We  sail  in  one  week  and  l  give  us  90 
days  for  our  passage  home.  1  hope  we  will  do  it  in  that  time.  My 
letter  is  called  for  and  1  must  close. 


Yours  affectionately, 

John. 

1  Probably  the  brother  of  Sarah,  David  Smart’s  wife. 

-  In  Miv  Smart’s  letter  of  April  i  j,  1852  she  writes:  “They  do  not  seem  to  think 
that  he  whose  name  was  mentioned  in  the  lost  steamer  was  “Poor  Oss.’ 


J tine  s»o,  1  8rp 

Dear  Son— 

I  have  just  reed  from  Mrs  Lyell  for  Kate  what  I  think  a  beautiful 
present— “A  Shawl  Pin  Bracelets  &  Pkt  Hkf”— As  soon  as  I  can  get 
the  pin  marked,  I  will  send  it  by  Express— 
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It  is  vacation  with  Dave’s  children-^  on  Saturday  Rob'  brought 
bis  little  Jinny-  up  to  spend  a  lew  days,  so  that  I  do  not  now  get  much 
ol  a  ( banco  to  write  composedly — fe  you  must  not  look  too  critically 

I  am  determined  ii  all  else  is  neglected,  an  account  of  business 
transactions  shall  not  be— Rob’s  is  an  uncommonly  smart  child  & 
strictly  obedient— most  easily  governed— he  is  in  Chicago— 

1  hose  enclosed  lines  I  meant  to  have  enclosed  in  K’s  last,  but 
forgot  it— Please  hand  them  to  her— When  1  send  her  bracelet,  &c. 
Enquire  at  your  Father’s  lor  a  Rook  for  Kate,  &  should  it  not  have 
reached  Rond  Street,  be  kind  enough  to  enquire  at  Anson  Randolph 
683  Rroadway  for  “Thoughts  on  the  death  of  little  children  by 
Samuel  Irenaus  Prime”— 

22nd— Instead  of  sending  the  Stumps  as  his  advertisement  directs, 
1  shall  enclose  them  to  you,  with  which  please  purchase  the  Rook 
for  Kate— 

My  love  to  her  &  my  blessed  children— It  may  be  some  time  before 
I  can  write  again— 

To  morrow  I  shall  send  by  Express  to  Rond  Street— 'The  package 
—I  forgot  to  say  to  you  that  all  expenses  on  my  Exp.  bundles  are 
pre  paid— 

Today  I  chkd  for  $18-50— I  am  almost  ashamed  ol  this  scrawl, 
but  I  cannot  do  better— 

With  much  love  to  you,  from  your 

Afft.  Mother 


1  Robert  Stuart  Jr. 

-  "Jinny”  was  Virginia  Stuart— later  Virginia  Mackay-Smitli. 


Port  Richmond,  Tuesday  morn. 

|  une  22nd,  1 852. 

Dear  Kate 

I  have  had  a  long  siege!  And  how  intensely  have  I  sulfercd!  Just 
imagine  if  you  can  live  hundred  needles  piercing  your  breast  in 
every  direction,  and  cutting  through  every  fibre.  Then  you  may 
form  some  idea  of  my  endurances  for  ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  when 
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it  was  at  its  worst.  It  was  lanced  several  days  ago,  and  of  course  has 
gradually  been  getting  better,  but  so  slowly.  Patience,  patience! 

Arc  you  going  to  Detroit?  Joseph  Clark  has  been  here,  returned 
last  evening.  You  know  he  is  a  “Jack  at  all  trades”.  He  has  sold  out 
his  store,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  steamboat  running  between 
Buffalo  and  Green  Bay.  1 1  is  business  to  New  York  at  this  present 
time  was  to  bring  a  company  of  troops  from  Green  Bay,  destined  for 
Oregon  and  California.  lie  contracted  to  land  them  on  Governor’s 
Island,  which  he  did.  There  are  many  officers,  among  whom  are 
Capt.  Wallem,  I.ieut.  Henry  McConnell,  Floyd-Jones,  who  by  the 
by  is  to  be  married  on  Thursday  next  to  Miss  Whitney  of  Rochester, 
and  some  others.  The  married  officers  take  their  wives  to  their 
respective  posts.  They  go  by  the  way  of  the  Isthmus,  but  the  soldiers 
are  going  in  a  government  vessel  around  Cape  Horn.  One  poor 
soldier  had  to  come  off  and  leave  his  wife  dangerously  ill  at  Green 
Bay.  I  heard  a  person  remark  that  the  parting  scene  was  enough  to 
break  the  stoutest  heart.  I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  that  the  poor  fellow 
has  received  permission  to  have  his  wife  brought  on,  and  Joe  has 
gone  back  with  orders  to  transport  her. 

Joe  says  it  seems  to  be  a  fixed  fact  that  Bell  Cass  is  going  to  marry 
Alphcus  Williams!  I  can  hardly  believe  it  possible. 

Is  this  weather  warm  enough  for  you  Rate?  What  is  its  effect?  Do 
you  not  find  it  very  debilitating?  How  do  your  children  endure  it? 
I  have  thought  of  dear  little  “Loo  boy”  very  often,  for  if  he  is  teeth¬ 
ing  he  has  a  double  share  of  trouble.  I  hope  he  has  quite  recovered 
from  the  Scarlet ina.  My  little  Fanny  suffers  much  from  the  heat. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  keep  her  dressed,  or  have  anything  in  the  shape 
of  petticoats  pinned  around  her,  but  she  simply  wears  a  loose  slip 
all  day. 

You  do  not  know  Kate,  how  I  count  the  days  as  they  pass,  for  my 
heart  is  beating  high  with  expectation  and  fond  hope.  I  often  dream 
that  the  happy  period  has  arrived  and  John  is  once  more  with  us. 
How  delighted  we  shall  be  to  see  him!  I  suppose  we  shall  have  let¬ 
ters  from  Valparaiso  soon.  Among  the  list  of  passengers  in  the  Pacific 
on  her  last  trip,  1  noticed  the  name  Wm.  C.  Baker.  Not  your  husband 
I  presume! 
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General  Scott  is  really  nominated  for  the  Presidency  at  last,  and 
I  must  confess  I  am  very  sorry.  1  Ie  is  vain  and  pompons  enough  now, 
and  what  a  hombastes  lurioso  he  will  become  when  he  is  placed  in 
the  pi csidential  chair!  Mrs.  Scott  too  (as  I  heard  an  acquaintance  of 
hers  remark  yesterday)  “will  not  be  able  to  contain  herself  when  she 
ge  ts  into  the  While  I  louse.  I  he  daughters  also  make  themselves 
perfectly  ridiculous  by  pulling  on  airs,  and  take  them  all  in  all,  they 
are  the  most  disagreeable  family  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  I  all  in 
with.  So  much  lor  Scott! 

1  lave  you  heard  from  Mary  lately?  1  cannot  imagine  why  she  never 
writes  me!  Probably  she  has  some  reason,  but  what  it  is,  1  am  not 
aware. 

You  have  lotind  out.  now  what  influence  operated  upon  Martina 
Condit  when  she  became  Episcopalian,  some  hidden  influences  in 
addition  to  those  more  apparent.  She  was  persuaded  that  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  was  the  true  (. /lurch!  Hy  the  by,  1  have  had  my  baby 
baptized,  and  I  feel  easier  now.  I  did  intend  to  wait  until  John 
returned,  but  your  Mother  wrote  me  to  have  it  clone  now.  I  dreamed 
several  times  that  she  was  sick,  and  1  was  dreadfully  distressed  be¬ 
cause  she  had  not  been  baptized.  So  I  seized  the  fust  opportunity. 
Not  that  1  think  baptism  is  a  saving  ordinance,  or  that  infants  would 
inevitably  be  lost  without  it,  but  1  look  upon  it  as  a  divine  command 
which  must  be  obeyed.  I  think  you  know  my  views  pretty  well. 

The  Island  is  looking  beautifully  now!  1  would  like  to  have  you 
ride  around  with  us,  for  1  know  you  would  enjoy  it.  The  roads  are 
delightful  and  the  views  from  dillerent  points  magnificent.  My  sis¬ 
ter  is  anticipating  a  visit  from  one  of  her  New  Haven  schoolmates 
who  wrote  she  would  be  here  today.  My  trip  to  Philadelphia  will 
not  be  accomplished  1  fear.  I  am  afraid  to  take  Fanny  there  when 
it  is  so  warm.  And  being  obliged  to  feed  her  a  great  deal,  1  should 
be  almost  afraid  of  milk  that  was  bought.  She  is  an  excellent  child, 
as  good  as  a  child  could  be.  1  am  very  anxious  to  have  John  see  her. 

I  hope  he  will  soon. 

You  asked  in  your  last  letter  about  the  baby’s  hat  and  c  loak.  The 
fact  is  Kate,  1  c  annot  bear  to  buy  anything  for  which  another  person 
is  to  pay.  When  John  routes  he  may  get  them  il  he  chooses,  but  /  can- 
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not.  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  your  Mother,  and  am  well  aware  of 
her  liberality  of  disposition,  hut  1  prefer  having  John  make  the 
purchase  to  doing  it  myself.  Would  you  not  feel  as  /  do,  about  accept¬ 
ing  an  oiler  ol  the  same  kind  from  your  husband’s  Mother?  Perhaps 
though,  1  am  peculiar. 

Rememhei  me  kindly  to  all,  and  write  soon.  Do  not  keep  silence 
as  long  as  1  have,  lor  I  have  been  positively  unable  to  write  or  do 
anything  else,  so  that  all  my  work  is  behind  hand. 

In  haste, 

4  ' 

Ever  yours,  Lavinia. 


Detroit,  J line  yG,  ’yj 

Dear  Son — 

I  wish  1  could  make  you  leel,  how  great  a  blessing  you  are  to  me! 
What  care  &:  anxiety  you  relieve  me  from— Every  time  1  recieve 
money,  my  thought  is,  how  could  I  possibly  ever  have  got  along 
without  him? 

Yesterday  our  Trustees  met  and  decided  to  settle  for  one  year  a 
Minister  so  as  to  enable  Mr  DufTield  to  go  &  come  as  he  please— to 
preach  or  leave  it  alone  Rx— Continue  his  salary  $2000  &:  give  the 
newr  Man  .'jjiiSoo  Mr  Led  yard  on  the  Spot  said  that  he  “would  give 
one-eighth’’ 

1  relieved  a  sad,  heart  broken  letter  from  Dr  Thorne  yesterday 
(My  Goth  birthday)  he  seemed  delighted  with  a  letter  he  had  just 
reed  from  Kate— as  the  25th1  of  the  month  comes  around,  it  seems  to 
open  afresh  his  sorrow— he  says  what  is  true,  there  are  none  to  sym¬ 
pathize  with  him— 

goth.  Today  Thompson  called  again  on  me,  to  see  if  he  could  get 
Two  to  Three  Thousand  Dollars  as  follows— He  is  “ about  erecting 
a  brick  Hotel  to  cost  about  Ten  Thousand  Dolls:  has  not  quite 
enough  to  see  his  way  clear  to  begin  it,  would  prefer,  as  the  Land 
belongs  to  us,  to  get  the  amt.  he  wishes  from  us,  as  it  would  be  all 
in  one  place— Terms  ten  pet.  Int.  on  1st  Year  to  be  pd.  at  the  end  of 
the  year— After  that,  Semi  Annual— Would  this  be  advantageous  for 


o  'ill*  >fC  if  .nil.  L.  t.  /oil  )U  liiOft.i  Jwgikfn  (I  III!  ynMlifil  ion 
h.  iixHli.  ,o!>\  j.  I  )>»  Jinuoy  blnoV/  II-  m  i  < .nioboJ  *»r;il  >  i»»<j 

•j  urAit  «  ;*j  >J  10(1  .  fi  .11  >Ot  IV/  hint  JlfiO)  ini  f 

.]>  »:fi  Ixiirlvd  ?.i  J  iir.v  \fffi  Hi;  I1.1I1  «m».  ;t  !  -  ^nirli/iw; 


-,V  02  >mi|  .JWlJoU 

j/h  v/ij  /  ii.Um  >  1  ii  ouuiliiof)  v  ott<  Ik  li  ‘j/kj!  io  i‘w.  >i<| 

j.1.  1  1(1  )  I  A  J.  i>'»  J-  I 

. 

i  i^blif.o'  i  i  '>  2  05.  rm  nii^K  holffta  ficwqrrioin  ii>ol  .rliog 

‘i  ill  wollol  kb  rtfflloCI  brti.4rmrlT 'jnifl'l  01  ow  l 
itjj>  Jv»n  zr(\  u  (I  bm;?uofIT  11a  V  Jimiii.  ieo:>  01  IjJoU  Jji  ifl  1; 

bloow  ii  ei.  ,?u  moi>  rtrteiw  oil  .Jim.  oi!j  J 03  oJ  ,eu  oi  *£ikjI  *<l 
\n  bn»  uiiJ  .b<|  *xJ  ol  n.oY  Jil  11O  JftI  .»q  frel  8fiiTr/I  -*j:>j;lq  jm>  ni 
1  )j  »i..b‘.  jd  '.ill  i  in «  //  Ij  jiiiiA  iino^  .IkiIj  'oil/.  tm/  ii\l 


■S'  TV  A  II T  LETTERS 


356 

the  Doctor’s  Two  Thousand?  II'  so,  shall  I  tell  of  it  to  Lot  In  op  & 
Duffield?  It  seems  to  be  giving  money  on  an  uncertainty— 

Poor  Uncle  A  s  interest  money  seems  to  be  in  a  bad  way,  not  one 
cent  has  he,  or  can  he,  collect  I  rout  kerchival,  Nor  yet ,  one  cent  I  rom 
Sclking,  the  latter  however  is  only  behind  one  month— but  I  am 
al raid  that  the  owner  being  absent,  will  work  against  him— 

On  I*  riday  I  sent  Kate’s  present  from  Mis  Lyell,  by  Express— 

W  e  arc  all  well,  but  indeed  1  am  so  nervus,  that  I  cannot  think— 
Son,  if  I  had  not  your  head  to  think  for  me,  what  would  become  of 
every  thing?  I  have  (since  I  gave  that  money  to  Eldred). thought  it 
loolish— Let  me  give  my  reasons— I  am  anxious  to  keep  the  entire 
principal  whole  as  I  recieved  it— and  for  the  present  there  is  no  pros¬ 
pect  ol  any  large  sum  coming  in  for  investment— I  had  better  as 
opport  unity  occurred,  put  it  out  as  wanted— at  $  1  000  or  over 

My  love  to  Kate— I  miss  her  letters— but  would  rather  go  without 
them  than  have  her  neglect  one  of  her  valued  correspondents— Do 
she  &:  Mrs  Morris  keep  up  their  friendship?  I  hope  so— I  am  glad  of 
the  prospect  of  Mrs  McCrea  going  to  Morristown— She  is  a  sensible, 
refined  woman  &:  will  be  a  great  acquisition  to  K— 

My  love  to  my  blessed  children  &  a  kiss  for  all — 1  hope  my  1.1  iza 
did  not  suffer  from  that  needle— How  much  1  think  of  them  all 
My  sweet  Bessie  always  stands  before  me  smiling— ik  Mary  reading— 
Always  kind  remembrance  to  Bond  Street— With  much  love,  ever 
your 

A  fleet  innate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


1  l)r.  Thorne’s  wife,  Maria  Sullivan  Thorne  died  Nov.  1850. 


Eort  Croghan  July  1,  1852 

My  dearly  loved  Sister— 1 

Since  I  received  your  last  1  have  been  to  Austin,  I  fell  anxious  to 
know  how  Frany  &  the  chickens  were  getting  along— it  is  two  hard 
days  ride  from  here— &  when  I  got  home,  I  had  such  a  dreadful  sick 
headache  I  had  to  tumble  right  into  bed— the  day  after,  I  was  taken 
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with  pain  etc.  took  Laudnanum,  &  after  some  time  checked  the  dis¬ 
ease— hut  Cholera  having  been  about,  I  was  afraid,  &  the  next  day 
\\c  left— louiul  7  1  mkeys  young  R:  /o/.v  ol  young  chickens  dead  R: 
I  was  glad  to  get  back  to  old  Fort  “ Croglins ”  as  the  Dr.  calls  it- 

It  is  cool  and  healthy  here,  last  week  two  days  we  had  lire— R:  now 
the  weather,  altho’  warm,— lermomeler  at  90— is  pleasant.  Our  house, 
is  so  situated  that  we  get  the  South  R:  North  breeze— R:  we  are  \ery 
comloi  table  on  that  account  lor  alter  all,  the  principle  thing  here 
in  summer  is  to  keep  cool— the  eves  are  delightful,  &  the  nights  per- 
lectly  splendid— not  a  night  yet  have  we  been  able  to  leave  all  our 
windows  open— it  would  be  entirely  too  cold— Our  house  in  Austin, 
tho  so  pretty  R:  situatcdly  so  pleasantly  etc.  is  very  hot— we  get  no 
breeze— we  have  too  much  shade  trees— here  tve  1  i\ e  outdoors,  all 
the  lime— between  two  large  rooms  we  have  a  large  passage  way  & 
it  is  quite  a  cool  place— Here  we  cat  &  live.  Austin  is  a  nice  place 
&  I  must  say  1  wish  we  could  be  stationed  there,  I  hate  the  idea  of 
coming  to  one  of  these  interior  posts,  but  if  we  must,  we  must— & 
1  suppose  I  shall  be  content,  for  1  can  be  no  where  long  unhappy 
&  then,  as  Mr.  baker  says,  to  think  of  that  fine  Ticino  &  new  hat  &  dress 
—all  lost— but  1  care  only  for  the  children,  there  their  opportunities 
for  education  are  good— at  least  Kit’s  is— &  here  none  except  such  as 
we  can  give  them.  If  we  are  stationed  at  one  of  these  Posts  1  hope 
among  the  men  to  find  some  who  can  teach  one  thing  Sc  some  an 
other— II  we  had  more  room  R:  were  not  so  exposed,  we  would  try 
to  get  A.  Davis— or  a  young  minister  a  Mr.  Wall,  a  graduate  ol  Prince¬ 
ton,  a  friend  ol  Rev’d  Mr.  Baker’s  he  is  very  anxious  to  come  to 
Texas— R:  does  not  yet  want  to  preach— but  would  like  just  the  posi¬ 
tion  he  would  have  or  he  would  like  to  become  Chaplain— that  the 
Dr.  might  get  for  him,  but  we  shall  be  Avhere  there  are  no  children 
R:  the  officers  care  not  a  pin  for  a  Chaplain.  So  we  must  do  the  best 
we  can. 

Kitty  received  her  earrings  while  we  were  in  Austin  &  is  delighted 
with  them— but  no  more  than  a  child  is  with  a  rattle.  Dr.  thinks 
them  beautiful— they  just  suit  his  taste,  they  look  very  pretty  in  her 
cars— R:  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  selecting  them— 

I  was  so  sorry  to  hear  thro’  Mr.  Baker  that  you  were  suffering  with 
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tool  had  ic— I  can  pity  you-]  wish  you  had  my  servants  or  such  as 
I  have— I  know  they  would  suit  you.  Fran y  is  just  such  an  one  as 
you  want,  to  do  all  sorts  ol  things— or  anything,  you  never  saw  any¬ 
one  so  improved  in  ever ything-except  that  she  is  too  noisy-wilh 
that  exception  she  is  perfect-she  does  love  to  talk  dearly-Shc  says 
please  don’t  forget  to  thank  Mrs.  Maker  lor  my  dresses  &  collar-& 
tell  her  I  like  all  my  things  very  much;  &  best  ol  all,  one  dress  ran 
over  the  8  yds,  &  she  had  enough  to  make  a  sack  too— She  is  a  perfect 
miser— &  saves  all  her  money- She  has  been  clothed  from  the  things 
I  did  not  want,  left  to  Kit  by  that  poor  old  woman  that  died— it  was 
(jintc  a  valuable  haul  (or  her — but  she  is  a  good  girl  8c  not  to  be 
spoiled  by  kindness — has  not  the  least  idea  ol  saving  herself  in  any 
way— O,  if  all  were  like  her,  how  much  comfort  people  might  have— 
You  beg  me  to  tell  you  truly  how  1  like  all  my  things— I  have  I 
believe  told  you  fully— all,  all,  1  like  very  much — Mrs.  Johnston  says 
the  bass  notes  are  not  perfectly  in  tune  but  1  can  not  find  it  out— 
my  sacks  did  not  lit — but  that  is  the  fault  of  the  person  who  made 


them,  no  two  were  alike— but  1  made  them  do,  &  have  altered  them 
—one  fit  well— but  all  else  was  better  than  1  could  have  done  for 
myself— the  Chemises  are  beautiful— &  the  3  yds  linnen  very  good- 
fake  your  time  about  the  China  etc.  8c  put  in  G  prs.  Middleton’s 
shoes  (No  5  wide)  he  has  5  wide  and  5  narrow,  &  Mob  wants  “Leaves 
from  the  notebook  of  a  Naturalist”  by  W.  I.  Mrodcrip  price  50  cts— 
published  by  E.  Littel  &  Co. 

(In  Dr. Turner’s  handwriting) 

Dear  Maker.  Dr.  wants  one  Sykes  Patent  Driving  Mits,  to  be  had 
at  any  first  rate  Saddlers  shop.  The  Mil  contains  in  the  cheek  a  simple 
roller,  and  the  action  on  the  mouth  of  the  horse  is  that  of  a  simple 
pulley.  Sykes  I  think  is  the  patentee.  My  the  way,  if  you  ever  drive 
horses  always  use  this  safety  bit,  for  with  it  you  are  as  strong  as  two 
of  yourself,  in  fact  as  strong  as  a  horse.  Send  a  pair  instead  of  one. 
(Mary  continues) 

Well,  now  I  can  go  on  I  suppose— the  candy  I  sent  for  was  the  meanest 
in  the  world,  but  1  had  forgotten  it— At  Fort  Snelling  I  always  sent 
for  broken,  8c  always  hated  it,  8c  then  to  send  again— Now  please  put 
in  1  lb.  peppermint  drops— 1  lb  burnt  8c  sugar  almonds,  1  lb  large 
saga)  plumbs,  &  1  lb  lemon  candy— 1  lb  plaited  cream— Now  mind 
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I  do  not  want  you  to  hurry  or  anything  else,  but  just  take  your  time 
il  it  is  one  year,  I  am  in  no  haste— &  next  year  I  think  I  can  promise 
not  to  send  lor  anything.  Did  I  send  for  two  vegetable  dishes  with 
covers— I  want  them  &  2  doz  cups-saucers,  &  tea  plates— 1  know  1  am 
a  torment— &  am  sorry — 


Send  lor  bob,  Uncle  Ned  &  any  or  all  the  pretty  Negro  songs, 
“Nelly  was  a  lady”,  Send  all,  but  not  ‘‘Carry  me  back  to  old  Yir- 
gnue”,  that  I  could  not  stand-is  it  not  strange— but  that  piece  seems 
like  a  part  of  my  blessed  blessed  one-When  Dave  would  hold  him, 
Y  sci earn  out  at  us— sing,  sing  Old  Virginic,  do  you  remember  how 
he  would  lean  his  blessed  head  on  his  breast,  put  his  thumb  in  his 
month  Sc  look  perfectly  happy.  (),  it  seems  like  a  dream  that  he  ever 
belonged  to  me— darling  blessed  child— just  2  years  tomorrow  since 
he  lei t  us.  O,  how  can  persons  forget  their  dead  in  G  months  &  a  year 
—that  scene  is  as  if  it  took  place  last  week,  but  I  can  Sc  do  leel  that 


it  is  best  as  it  is.  (),  how  happy  he  is— 1  dreamed  a  night  or  two  ago 
that  he  was  in  my  arms  &  I  was  so  rejoiced  to  have  him  back— I  kissed 
him  &  pressed  him  to  my  breast  &  O,  1  was  so  happy— he  would  not 
come  back  il  he  could,  Sc  I  can  say  I  would  not  have  him,  I  would  lo\  e 
to  see  him,  but  I  could  not  ask  to  have  him  stay— O  no,  when  1  look 
at  the  two  I  have,  I  think,  O,  how  much  better  oil  he  is  than  they— 
he  is  safe-while  they  are  left  to  struggle  &  be  wretched.  I  hope  your 
bab)  is  by  1  his  time  well — I  I  ear  you  make  yoursell  too  uneasy  about 
him— Why  should  he  not  be  as  healthy  as  the  others— I  believe  he 
will  he  spared— at  least  I  pray  that  he  may— 

You  ask  how  the  Spring  bed  stead  works?  Splendidly.  I  would  not 


take  S28  lor  it— &  Dr.  says  he  would  not  take  $100  down— he  is  crazy 
about  it— no  such  thing  about  one  being  bounced  out  of  bed  when 
the  other  turns— Ask  Mr.  Baker  how  it  will  do  for  thunder  &  lighten- 
iitg— I  am  doubtful— &  it  is  a  pretty  bed  stead  too.  Poor  Bob  is  laid 
up  with  two  large  boils  on  his  seat,  Sc  they  made  him  quite  sick  last 
night  with  fever,  but  today  he  is  better— but  we  were  up  with  him 
nearly  all  night. 

Send  me  some  good  needles,  can’t  get  them  lit  to  use  in  Austin— 
Sj  some  ribbon  to  tie  Kit’s  hair,  not  over  1  2  cts  pr  yd— &:  do  use  your 
judgment  &  send  me  any  nice  new  thing  for  the  house  in  the  way 
ol  1  ins  or  kitchens  fixens— a  doz  little  “patina  pans”  if  cheap  two  doz. 
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Ask  Mr.  Ik  if  lie  is  mad  at  me,  because  I  told  him  to  tell  me  more 
about  )ou  all,  R:  not  so  much  about  Kossuth — lie  says  nothing  about 
1  iei  <  e  as  our  President — tell  him  to  write  what  he  thinks  about  it  all, 
or  I  shall  know  he  was  mud.  I  did  not  object  to  what  he  said  of 
Kossuth,  but  you  did  not  write  at  the  time,  &  wanted  to  hear  more 
ol  you  all— just  as  1  told  the  Dr.  not  to  write  so  mm  h  of  the  Mexican 
war,  but  more  of  himself— 

1  do  not  know  when  I  have  seen  the  Dr.  in  such  good  health  & 
sl>ii  its,  as  he  has  been  since  we  came  up  here,  he  is  uniformly  well 
happy  R:  cheerlul— I  think  I  have  never  known  him  well  &  cheerful 
lor  so  long  a  time— he  keeps  lean  tho’  as  ever— his  eyes  trouble  him 
\ery  much  he  can  not  use  them  except  lor  a  short  time  R:  then  they 
pain  him— I  hope  it  is  only  old  age— but  one  is  worse  than  the  other— 
1  have  to  read  to  him— 

What  will  poor  Dave  do,  now  that  Cass  is  not  to  be  elected? 

You  say  you  would  like  to  have  seen  me  the  first  night  I  slept  in 
that  line  bed  stead,  1  would  like  to  have  seen  you,  for  I  had  the  most 
awful  sick  head  ache  you  ever  saw. 

\\  hen  will  an  end  come  to  those  W  isconsin  lands,  they  are  like 
the  widow’s  cruse  of  oil— what  should  we  do,  had  we  not  so  dear  and 
kind  and  juditious  a  friend  &  brother?  Kate,  you  ought  to  be  proud 
il  you  are  not— to  think  we  all  (eel  such  implicit  confidence  in  your 
husband,  1  know  it  is  a  great  trouble  to  him— Hike  has  nothing  to 
be  proud  of,  but  you  have,  1  would  be— but  then  my  husband  can’t 
“put  on  his  boots  R:  do  business,  but  he  can  Doctor  “some’’  so  I  will 
be  proud  too— to  see  the  people  race  for  him  when  all  else  fails— 
for  he  will  not  go,  except  at  such  times. 

I)r.  says  to  be  sure  R:  leave  him  a  place— but  he  is  asleep  R:  don’t 
know  how  much  his  old  eyes  can  see  to  write. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Fields  are  so  delighted  with  the  baby-— 
I  las  Mr.  Baker  ever  found  out  what  the  old  “Field”  does  for  a  living 
or  il  he  is  rich?  Tell  me  all  you  know  R:  more  too¬ 
ls,  it  is  crazy  to  write  Mary,  but  she  is  such  a  torment  wanting  to 
know  how  to  spell  this  R:  that  that  I  can  not  be  bothered— I  must  stop 
or  Dr.  will  be  mad— 

Good  bye  my  dearest  sister— give  much  love  to  my  dear  brother 
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&  kisses  to  the  children,  don’t  let  them  forget  us— don’t  forget  to 
send  about  10  lbs.  palm  soap.  O  I  guess  more  than  that,  enough  to 
last  2  years  .... 

Yours  ever,  Mary 

(in  Dr.  1  tu  ner’s  handwriting) 

....  which  will  be  evidently  more  than  ten  pounds,  as  we  use  con¬ 
siderable  some  days,  and  often  more  than  that;  so  you  may  judge 
very  nearly  how  much  we  shall  want  especially  if  it  is  cheap  and 
good. 

My  dear  Baker— My  conscience  is  tender  in  reference  to  replying 
to  your  letters  and  I  would  now  answer  yours  of  June  4th  were  it  not 
that  my  eyes  are  exhausted  by  my  public  papers  lor  the  quarter  end¬ 
ing  yesterday.  But  I  can  see  enough— I  hope— to  thank  you  for  your 
kindness  touching  that  remarkable  bed,  most  remarkable  bed,  about 
which  1  could  write  a  page  had  1  eyes  in  any  proportion  to  my  ad¬ 
miration  of  it.  Poor  Mary’s  first  night  on  it  was  a  sad  one  but  still 
in  all  her  writhing  and  retching  she  fancied  she  threw  up  easier  than 
usual,  whic  h  1  did  not  for  a  moment  doubt.  I  would  not  allude  to 
this  incident  did  it  not  prove  so  much  in  favor  of  the  wonderful  bed. 
I  cannot  write  another  line. 

Ever  truly  yours, 

Geo.  F.  Turner 

(In  Mary’s  handwriting) 

Dr.  says  he  does  not  see  how  those  “Bits”  can  be  used  for  double 
harness— but  they  do  come  so— he  wants  the  man  saddler  to  arrange 
them,  with  short  reins  to  buckle  on  to  long  reins  for  double  harness 
—by  short  reins  he  means  that  portion  that  is  to  work  in  the  pullics. 

Dr.  wants  a  good  spy  glass— not  to  cost  over  40-eleven  dollars— he 
has  seen  advertised  an  improved  telescope— which  is  not  only  very 
portable  but  powerful,  lie  wants  to  hunt  up  Indians  &:  stray  horses 
Sc  deer— such  as  would  stiit  you,  if  you  were  a  poor  man  &  wanted  to 
do  the  same  kind  of  hunting. 

1  Original  Letter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

-  Fanny  Ella  Stuart,  daughter  of  John  Stuart  &  Lavinia  Field,  who  was  born 
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Aly  clearest  Kate—  J 

n  has  l-cally  become  a  Ileal  to  get  a  letter  in  your  hand  writing- 
11  a  s,nccrc  sympathy  in  ones' -perplexities  could  relieve  them,  you 
would  long  etc  this  have  been  basking  in  the  sunshine  ol  [jeacr, 
arising  from  good  servants— 

Mi  1)  -says  that  at  last  you  have  the  prospect  of  a  good  one— If  so, 
why  did  Mrs  Church  part  with  her? 

In  writing  to  Mrs  Davis,  be  sure  to  confine  my  invitation  to  the 
summer- Then  you  know,  if  it  .suits,  I  can  extend  the  invitation- 
G°d  willing,  by  that  time,  John  &  Lavinia  will  be  home,  &  although 
lie,  poor  lellow,  is  always  kind,  and  accommodating— yet  it  may  be 
pleasanter  to  be  without  strangers  in  the  family,  however  we  may 
esteem  them,  still  there  are  times  &  circumstances,  when  their  pres¬ 
ence  may  become  unpleasant  -1  rejoice  that  1  can  give  one  gleam  of 
Sunshine  to  their  poor  afllicted  depressed  hearts-When  they  had 
a  home,  it  was  always  open  to  the  Christian  and  the  sorrowful— I 
hope  that  poor  Martha  may  spend  a  happy  season  with  me— it  shall 
not  be  my  fault  if  she  is  not— 


I  saw  distinctly  with  my  mind’s  eye  the  Straw  berry  scene-1  am 
surprized  that  such  a  run  of  totally  ignorant  Hog  Trotters  should 
mlest  so  genteel  a  settlement  as  Morristown— &  so  near  N.York— 

1  wish  you  could  get  a  good  Protestant  German  Girl-So  far,  ever 
since  you  left  Detroit,  I  have  been  highly  lavored-I  have  John  yet, 
Hut  he  is  his/i— I  keep  him  because  he  is  honest— always  on  the  spot 
and  willing  to  be  under  “petticoat  government'-hc  is  submissive- 
1  envy  Mrs  Bessie,  in  being  able  to  take  her  (hand  daughter  by 
the  hand  logo Scspend  the  day  with  you— If  l  should  live— soon,  1  can 
step  into  the  Carrs,  &  go  &  spend  a  week  with  you— 

I  am  glad  that  the  Box  has  at  last  arrived— I  could  not  stuff  any 
more  into  it — If  you  want  an  other  Table  Cloth  &  u>  Towels,  or  1 1> 
more  Table  Napkins,  get  them  &  chg  them  to  me- You  know  when 
you  went  to  housekeeping  I  did  not  get  what  I  wished— I  got  all  that 
1  thought  was  right  under  existing  circumstances— I  am  sure  you 
need  more— You  are  subject  to  much  unexpected  company  &  always 
need  a  handsome  Cloth  to  be  ready,  &  here  let  me  say,  'lake  your 
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oldest  ones,— or  buy  three  cheap ,  not  handsome,  nor  mean,  lor  every¬ 
day— k  always  have  three  handsome  ones  ready  at  a  moment’s  warn¬ 
ing— make  it  the  rule,  let  the  emergency  be  what  it  may,  they  shall 
never  be  touched  but  for  Company— so  with  your  Towels— liver) 
day  s  use  of  anything  delaces  very  soon — 

I  hope  the  effort  for  Evangelical  preaching  in  the  Epis.  church 
ma)  be  succ  essl  ul— kor  although  Morristown  is  one  of  the  oldest 
1  oh  ns,  't  el  kail  Roads  are  making  it  a  new  one,  as  regards  settlers— 
k  it  is  nnpoi  taut,  that  its  feature  should  be  religious — 

Mi  Aldis  k  Mr  Hills  have  done  much  among  the  Epis.  in  Del.  to 
elevate  religion— 1  hey  arc  increasing  very  fast— 1  believe  Dave’s 
family  have  gone  clean  over— He  “began  to  go  last  Sunday  k  promises 
to  ,1 1 1 c  nd  e \  c t  y  Sunday  better  so,  than  not h i ng — lor  I  suppose  that 
while  our  Chh  is  under  its  present  organization,  he  will  never  go 
there— As  I  advance  in  life,  1  see  more  distinctly  the  terrible  danger 
of  temporizing  in  Religion-If  Miss  Condit  does  not,  by  earnest 
prayer,  cling  to  the  Spirit,  She  may  be  left  to  a  night  of  weeping— 
She  may  be  happy,  k  a  bright  consistent  useful  Christian  in  the  Epis. 
Chh.  but  not  il  she  covers  up  the  wrong— God  will  not  have  his 
“servants  bow  in  the  house  of  Rimrnon”— Nor  save  the  beautiful  of 


the  flock  for  sacrifice,  after  he  has  ordered  all  to  be  slain— He  will 
heat  the  bleating,  k  give  us  over  “to  believe  a  lie”— It  appears  to  me 
utterly  impossible,  for  a  Presbyterian  so  thoroughly  educated  as 
Miss  Condit,  ever  in  heart,  to  become- an  Episcopalian — Our  Plat¬ 


form  is  one— not  an  iota  of  difference  in  their  39  Articles  k  our  Con¬ 
fession  of  Faith— But  forms— Fashion  of  the  World— Man’s  Wisdom 
kc  as  a  Body  have  caused  it  to  loose  much  of  its  vitality — 

1  am  going  to  begin  to  read  the  history  of  the  Reformation  as  soon 
as  1  am  done  a  work  1  have  in  hand— "The  Mich.” 

Mr  Duffield  gave  us  a  "Magnificent’’!!  Sermon  last  Sunday— One 
that  he  preached  in  Washington  k  was  applied  to,  to  preach  it  a 
second  time  k  did,  to  an  overwhelmingly  crowded  House— It  was 
shewing  how  God  has  chastized  with  a  rod  of  iron,  all  the  Nations 
who  had  directly,  or  indirectly,  dishonored  His  Son— Began  with  the 
planting  of  the  Christian  religion  of  a  strong  foundation  under  Con¬ 
stantine— the  Apostacy,  Shewed  how7  it  came  into  the  Church— 
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Scourged  of  course  the  ‘’Mistress  of  I Iarlots”  already  drunk  with  the 
Jdood  ol  the  Saints,  ran  through  all  the  k. astern  nations,  power  of 
Cal holoi  ism  kc— to  Modern  Nations,  shewed  how  Roland  aposta¬ 
tized  &  how  “daringly— impudently”— Heaven  oilending,  God  dis¬ 
honoring,”  Poles  organized  themselves  into  a  ‘Tirol herhood to 
i  c.u  1 1  out  edit  ist  the  honor  k  j  jower  h  is  k  at  her  had  pul  upon  1 1  i  m, 
and  look  at  1  oland,  Plotted  Irom  the  lace  oi  the  Earth,” — Ran  over 
Spam  1  ot  tu  gal  k  ranee— Lngland,  I  reland  k  Scot  land— Ft  a  nee  ever 
ill  link  iiom  her  learlttl  Massacre  ol  St.  Bartholomew  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  day— enough  ol  the  Spirit  ol  the  Hugunots  left,  to  heave  the 
Nation  like  an  Earth  quake— with  the  spirit  of  liberty  k  freedom, 
e\ ei  implanted  by  the  Gospel— England  k  Scotland,  glorious  Stand- 
aid  Bearers  ol  Christ  stand  kc.  America — Protestant  — Chi  ist-lovin°r 

o f 

Cod-fearing,  loved  America— and  here  he  went  off  in  exslacy— Un¬ 
der  the  Polish  head  he  gave  Unitarianism  a  Scourging— I  lungary 
too,  had  apostatized,  k  chosen  the  Beast  k  did  honor  to  it — And  Not- 
with  standing  her  Sons’  Mournful  Cry  to  the  Nations,  lie  would 
not  succeed!  They  had  Apostatized!  they  loved  the  Iron  Rule  k 
rejected  the  freedom  ol  the  Gospel!  Phis,  their  way,  was  their  folly, 
k  ( >od  was  dealing  with  them— A  St  bring  appeal  to  meet  the  M  ill  ion 
who  were  rushing  to  our  Shore  with  education  k  the  Bible— 

In  four  weeks  he  leaves,  with  Dr  Betlume,  for  Europe  k  we  are 
pledged  to  continue  to  him  his  Salary — k  give  to  his  substitute  SSoo 
for  one  year— 

How  easily  Uncle  Thorne  thinks  it  for  me,  at  the  age  of  Go,  to 
uproot  k  plant  anew!  Here  my  steps  were  ordered— my  heart  had 
nothing  to  do  with  my  settling  here— k  here  must  be  my  home— 
unless  removed  by  a  higher  power  than  my  will— I  low  very  sad  he  is 
—it  is  a  rent  family— I  have  no  idea  that  he  will  come,  so  dear  Mary 
k  I  will  not  see  each  other  this  Season— Perhaps  next  season  you  will 
all  come  k  spend  here— I  think  a  short  release  from  care  would 
greatly  benefit  you— 

I  had  a  very  pleasant  visit  of  one  day  from  jane  Kingsberry  and 
her  very  interesting  daughter,  her  Mother’s  ditto— And  you  know, 
with  me ,  that  constitutes  a  woman  pretty  near  perfection,  only  her 
daughter  is  not  a  Christian— Kingsberry  at  last  has  raised  himself 
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(o  go  and  see,  whether  the  report  that  comes  from  every  quarter, 
that  his  properly  in  Chicago  is  worth  $1000  is  true— poor  Jane  says 
she  never  calculated  on  it  any  more  than  if  they  had  not  a  spear  of 
grass— that  his  pay  was  all  she  ever  depended  on.  She  told  me  ol  a 


t  c mat  ka hie  111st a nt  e  ol  a  child  she  had  bon  1  with  the  Spine  short  of 
two  Vertebrec,  which  of  course  caused  it  to  live  an  excruciating 
sulk  rer— At  eight  weeks  she  was  laughed  at  because  she  said  1  he  little 


sufferer  was  getting  teeih-before  he  was  three  months  old  he  had  a 
mouth  lull  ol  teeth,  at  7  when  lie  died,  his  teeth  were  as  large  as 
children’s  generally  arc  at  one  Year- 


Poor  Mrs.  Bates  is  really  a  wanderer,  for  the  last  eight  weeks  she 
has  been  at  Chicago-^:  leaves  to  day  for  Batavia  “quite  undecided 
where  she  shall  make  her  permanent  home”— 

Mrs.  Humphreys  husband  went  to  California— She,  as  the  inti¬ 
mate  friend  ol  Mrs.  Jones  (Ogden),  is  the  gayest  of  the  gay—' “The 
widow  wears  her  weeds,  but  is  living  very  dashingly— has  her  Soirees 
every  Friday  night— Her  brother,  Malan  Ogden,1  is  as  gay  as  she. 

1  lis  wife  has  been  dead  6  months. 

Mr.  Butterfield  has  had  a  severe  Paralytic  Stroke— lost  the  use  of 
his  limbs,  &  articulates  very  indistinctly— Their  second  daughter  is 
married  &  her  husband  purchased  the  house  built  by  Maj.  Hunter 
on  the  next  corner  to  Mr.  Butterfield— bought  the  house  (a  very 
handsome  one)  &  four  lots  for  ^4000! ! ! — Major  Hunter  has  gone  to 
N.  York— I  suppose  for  Aye. 

“Mrs.  Russell  has  gone  East,  &  her  child  is  a  beautiful  one,  the 
very  mintage  of  Capt.  Russell,  and  a  perfect  idol.”  This  is  the  second 
time  she  has  passed  through  Det.  without  calling  on  111c— it  may  have 
been  circumstances  existed  to  prevent— 

I  believe  notv  that  I  have  told  you  every  thing  I  can  think  of  & 
enough  to  tire  you— About  two  weeks  since  Bob  brought  his  little 
Jinny  &  left  her  here  while  the  Steamer  made  her  cruize,  hoping  that 
change  of  Air  might  be  beneficial  to  her,  she  having  had  chills  & 
fever  all  the  Spring— She  has  had  a  coated  tongue  ever  since  she  has 
been  here— but  she  now  is  very  sick— she  lies  in  high  fever,  Sc  1  am 
exceedingly  anxious  about  her— Dr  Stuart  says  that  he  thinks  that’ 
it  is  the  remnant  of  her  Spring  illness— The  Steamer  is  at  Chicago— 
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I  have  written  him— I  am  strongly  disposed  to  take  her  to  Erie,  it 
would  distress  me  exceedingly  to  have  any  thing  happen  to  her- 
I  know  that  it  does  not  proceed  from  want  of  cate  with  me— I  feed 
her,  dress  &:  undress  her  &  bathe  her  with  my  own  hands— she  sleeps 
with  me  and  T  have  allowed  her  no  fruit  to  speak  of— A 11  the  Straw 
hemps  that  she  has  eaten  would  not  amount  to  Three  Table  Spoons- 
I  til— Site  is  an  uncommonly  well  brought  up  child— implic  itly  obedi¬ 
ent—  pleasant— &  depends  alone  upon  herself  for  amusement—  * 

We  are  all  well— Uncle  very  much  debilitated  by  the  oppressively 
warm  weather  we  are  now  having— He  with  Miss  Rockwell  beg  their 
kind  regards  to  you  &  Mr  B—  also  to  dear  Mary,  Bessie,  Miss  Iza  & 
Loo  too— 


1  have  reed  two  letters  from  Europe-All  well  &  Unde  A’s  full  of 
lo\e  U  pull  to  you  &  Mr  B— he  says  that  he  can  "say  with  the  song, 
be  it  ever  so  humble,  there  is  no  place  like  home”— 

\\  ith  love  to  you  &  your  valued  loved  husband,  &  constant  prayer 
that  you  may  grow  in  grace,  &  learn  to  live  above  the  world,  fc  by  a 
godly  walk  &  conversation  win  souls  to  Christ,  l  am 


Your  Alfectionate  Mothei , 


E.E.S. 

'Fell  Mr.  B— that  yesterday  1  reed  from  Crabb  (Crowley)  $16.25. 
And  lie  said  to  John  1  ell  Alls.  Stuart  I  will  be  up  there  tomorrow 
lor  the  Deed.  Ask  him  il  that  $16.25  his  hist  payt. 

In  the  Book-Memo.  “Amt  to  be  collected  from  Macy  &  Driggs 
ol  Crabb  to  be  placed  to  my  cr.  M.  &  D.  collected 
Jan.  8,  1850.  Bal.  $31.39 


1  M.ihlon  ( )^dt‘iii. 


Dear  Son— 


July  7,  1852 


Before  I  was  up  this  morning,  Martha  Davis  arrived— poor  thing, 
seems  perfectly  delighted,  I  hope  that  it  will  be  a  pleasant  vacation 
for  her— 

Last  evening,  Chs.  Doty  spent  with  me— he  says  “Wiscon.  is  per¬ 
fectly  bankrupt”— I  asked  what  had  produced  this  st.ite  of  things— 
“California  mostly— Four  years  since,  Mrs  Stuart,  1  called  myself 
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woith  Sixty  I  housand  Dollars — 1  oday  I  depend  solely  upon  the 
sweat  of  ni)'  brow  lor  my  daily  Bread— You  can  not  collect  one  Dol- 
lai  lioni  a  l'arnier  in  \\  isconsin — Every  thing-  lias  conspired  to  em- 
poverish  the  State;  1  wo  years  in  succession  our  Crops  have  failed. 
Every  man  to  whom  you  have  sold  property  (if  they  had  it)  gave  their 
ready  Cash  to  the  Californians,  and  took  Mortgages  on  their  Farms, 
&c— &  tomorrow  you  might  put  up  the  most  valuable  property  in 
\\  isconsin  lor  sale,  &  you  would  not  get  a  bid  for  an  Acre.” 

Today  1  Chkd  for  $25— 

loth.  My  last  three  weeks  has  been  one  of  unusual  interruption, 
I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  company— &  Bob’s  dear  little  girl,  whom 
he  brought  up  two  weeks  since,  hoping  that  the  voyage  &  change 
ol  air  would  benefit  her,  has  been  very,  very  sick,  happily  it  has 
proved  to  be  measles,  but  as  Doc.  Stuart  says,  one  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
fully  deceitful  cases  he  ever  saw— She  was  quite  deranged  all  last 
night  R:  there  has  been  no  abatement  of  high  fever  since  Sunday— 
1  have  not,  nor  will  not,  leave  her  bedside  for  more  than  a  lew  min¬ 
utes  since  she  was  taken— The  Doct.  has  just  left  R;  says  she  is  de¬ 
cidedly  better— she  is  awake— &  I  must  say  quickly— 

I  reed  your  kind  favor  of  July  last  night— Ere  this  you  have  state¬ 
ment  of  Patrick  R:c 

Did  I  tell  you  that  I  Chkd  for  $150?  Woman’s  folly— I  got  in  love 
with  two  Cali.  $50  &  two  $20— R:  $1-10  Gold  pieces— thought  the 
$50  &  Si  2  os  were  something  very  rare— I  have  been  laughed  at  R:  told 
that  whenever  1  want  like  money  l  can  have  from  the  Bank  what 
/  want— So,  like  Sonny,  I  maun  jist  gang  back  agin  wi  it’¬ 
ll  I  live,  1  shall  deposite  it  all  again— 

l.ove  to  Kate— I  am  truly  rejoiced  that  she  is  prospered  in  her 
Nurse  1  trust  she  will  prove  a  good  girl— the  whole  happiness  of  a 
family  is  in  the  power  ol  Servants— 

I  am  very  sure  that  you  will  be  delighted  with  Chalmers— he  is  a 
most  forceful  able  writer— Unless  we  sell  some  more  property,  I  am 
done  investing— Income  shall  be  used  for  the  good  ol  all— 

Ever  believe  me,  my  blessed  Son, 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 
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STUA RT  LETTERS 


July  10,  i  852 

Dear  Son— 

ll  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  obtain  such  a  loan  as  the  enclosed  offer 
And  leai  mg  to  lose  it,  I  hope  you  will  approve  ol  my  having  au¬ 
thorized  L  &  1 )  to  take  it,  k  Draw  on  me  lor  8  1 000— 

I  mailed  a  letter  to  you  this  AM. 

1  he  enclosed  was  handed  me  five  minutes  since  (i  OClock  P.M. 
with  one  1 1 0111  Rate,  to  whom  please  give  my  love  k  thanks  &  rejoic¬ 
ing  with  her  in  the  prospect  ol  being  able  to  entertain  your  &  her 
valued  Southern  friends  peacefully— 

Tell  her  room  arrangement  is  grand— &  She  must  turn  the  Car¬ 
riage  House  into  a  Sleep  Hall  lor  the  Servant  Men  k  the  Servant 
Women  in  the  middle  room— Hlackeys  like  Indians  can  sleep  any 
where  in  the  Summer— 

With  love  &  haste,  ever  your 

Afft.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Uncle  k  Miss  Rockwell  sit  beside  me  k  beg  kindest  remember mice 
to  all — 


July  17th,  1852 

Dear  Son— 

Ellen  with  Virginia,1  who  had  got  quite  well,  left  this  morning 
for  Erie— 

1  have  done  with  the  Marin  Mort.  as  you  advised— Davis  Milk 
Man  has  got  $1000— Five  years  10  pet,  Semi  Annual  pt— Mr  Lyell 
told  me  that  a  Mort.  on  Val.  property  lor  five  years  at  8  pet  in  one 
loan  of  83000  or  85000  was  better  than  these  little  81000  Loans  at 
10— You  did  not  have  complicated  accounts— no  trouble  R'C  &  being- 
tired  of  waiting  k  losing  Int.  all  the  time— I  have  promised  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Chittenden,  on  Brick  Stores,  Woodward  Avenue, 
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STUART  LETTERS 


$5000  at  b  pet  live  years,  as  soon  as  all  is  settled— I  will 
dates  Sec— &:  so  with  Davis— 


write  you 


\\  alter  spoke  to  me  lor  $1000  for  Mag-raw,  no  particulars— 

19th.  1  have  just  reed  your  kind  favor  of  the  15th  &  am  glad  you 
approve  ol  the  Moilat  Mortgage—//  it  should  ever  take  effect! 

I  believe  I  leel  as  happy  in  the  prospect  of  your  pleasure  with 
Judge  T-  &  family  as  yourself— only  1  wish  1  could  relieve  you  of  all 
your  children,  that  you  &  kale  could  go  S:  come  at  udll  Sc  give  your 

individual  attention  to  them - As  is,  you  must  do  double  duty— 

lor  Your  sake  k  k’s,  I  beg  to  be  most  kindly,  aye  affectionately  re¬ 
membered  to  them— 

Mrs  Davis  came  to  Michigan  with  Martha— she  is  now  with  me— 
1  am  not  sorry  that  K— did  not  send  Mary— I  fear  she  would  be  a 

loser,  to  be  here  without  her  Mother - heart,  selfish  heart,  was  Idled 

with  delight  at  the  thought  ol  her  spending  some  time  with  me— 
Judgement — Mature  reflection  Sc  love  lor  her  Ji:  you  both — compel 
me  to  say,  do  not  send  her  until  you  can  come  yourselves— God  will¬ 
ing,  1  hope  that  will  be  next  spring— When  we  have  a  long  time  to 
look  at  a  thing;  it  loses  much  of  its  weight,  as  regards  trouble  of 
accomplishing  it,  kc  So  now  1  put  off  the  happiness  until  next 


spring— 

1  real  a  long  letter  from  John  yesterday— he  speaks  beautifully 
ol  his  feelings,  on  hearing  that  the  child’s  name  was  Fanny— Now 
we  have  got  a  Sarah,  and  a  Fanny— precious  names  to  all  our  hearts— 
Mr  DulTicld  leaves  next  week  lor  Europe— The  Congregation  con¬ 
tinue  1 1  is  salary  of  $2000  to  him  &  have  hired  a  substitute  for 
1  doubt  if  he  will  recover— his  limbs  swell  very  much 

1  am  thankful  that  you  are  all  in  fine  health,  precious  Loo  Baby, 
1  can  hardly  immaginc  him  crawling  about  the  house— 

Uncle  Sc  Miss  Rockwell  are  always  much  pleased  at  your  remem- 
be ranee  Sc  I  thank  you  for  your  kindness  in  always  naming  them— 
1  am  always  pleased  to  say  that  Mr  B.  desires  his  kind  regards  &:c 
These  little  courtesies  cost  nothing  &  are  always  pleasing— 

My  love  to  Kate  &  the  blessed  four— Soon  1  will  write  K - 1  am 

ashamed  of  my  scrawl— I  have  been  so  unwell  for  the  past  week,  that 
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■S'  T  U A  RT  l.  UTTERS 


I  have  barely  been  able  to  keep  about-I  did  not  arise  this  Morning 
until  eleven— I  am  weak  &  exceedingly  nervus— 

I  am  glacl  that  you  heard  from  M  rs.  Ferry-Uncle  sits  beside  me  & 
says  "Oh,  give  my  very  kindest  wishes  to  him”— Miss  Rockwell  is  at 
hei  daily  drudgery—  W it h  much  love  to  you,  Irom  your 

All t.  Mother, 

K.K.S. 


1  Little  Virginia  Stuart  always  umembered  ibis  illness.  She  was  very  ill  at  (haiul- 
innther  Stuart's  and  they  wrote  for  her  mother  to  ome  on.  In  the  mean  time  she 
lu'ard  the  servants  talking  about  “a  lady”  coining,  and  Grandma  was  wondering  when 
l'JIen  would  arrive,  so  these  two  words  were  associated  in  her  mind.  When  he« 
mother  came,  little  Virginia  did  not  remember  her,  but  she  took  a  tremendous  liking 
for  her  and  kept  asking  for  "Lady  1' Hen”. 

J  1  wo  of  Loot*  baker’s  sisters  had  married  Turner  brniheis  of  Nalehe/— Henry  & 
lid  ward  Turner.  “Judge  Turner”  was  one  of  these  brothers.  Mis.  Turner  was  William 
C.  baker’s  aunt. 


Port  Richmond,  July  yolh,  1852. 

My  dear  Kate 

I  have  often  thought  of  you  since  the  recept  ion  of  your  last  letter, 
and  have  wished  to  answer  it  before  this,  but  you  will  not  wonder 
at  my  apparent  remissness  when  I  tell  you  that  my  dear  little  Fanny 
has  been  very  ill  with  the  summer  complaint,  and  of  course  1  have 
devoted  my  whole  time  to  her.  She  is  now  getting  better  but  is  still 
extremely  weak,  and  very  restless  at  night.  I  hope  she  will  soon 
regain  her  flesh  and  former  appearance.  I  did  not  suppose  a  few 
days  could  produce  such  an  alteration.  The  poor  little  thing  looks 
so  wan  and  pale,  her  eyes  are  so  sunken  and  hollow  one  would  not 
imagine  her  to  be  the  same  child  that  a  short  time  ago  was  so  lively 
and  bright.  The  whole  house  has  been  shrouded  in  gloom  because 
our  little  charmer  was  sick.  But  we  are  rejoic  ing  now  that  she  is 
somewhat  better.  How  is  “Loo  boy”?  lie  has  been  in  my  mind  a 
great  deal.  Is  he  perfectly  well?  There  is  so  much  sic  kness  among 
children  now  that  if  Loo  has  escaped,  you  have  been  favored  indeed. 
Mow  are  all  your  little  ones?  Out  of  .{60  deaths  which  occurred  in 
New  York  last  week,  over  340  were  children. 
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I  had  a  letter  from  John  by  the  “Illinois”.  1  presume  you  received 
one  also.  It  made  me  very  sad  to  hear  that  he  was  suffering  again 
from  a  cough  and  night  sweats.  Me  is  taking  Cod  Liver  OH,  : i  most 
nauseous,  disagreeable  medicine.  I  was  sorry  too  to  find  that  he 
would  not  he  home  as  soon  as  I  had  hoped.  1  fear  we  shall  not  see 
him  until  the  first  of  October!  What  does  Mrs.  Radford  think  about 
it-'1 1  think  Mr.  Baker  is  a  good  prophet!  What  does  he  say? 

\  ou  will  have  a  house  cju ite  lull  and  a  mind  quite  occupied  while 
your  Natchez  Iriends  are  with  you,  but  do  not  quite  forget  me,  or 
neglect  to  send  me  a  line  occasionally  to  keep  my  spirits,  which  have 
been  wondei  fully  depressed  of  late.  1  have  been  suffering  from  a 
weak  back,  genetal  debility,  etc.  etc.  I  he  Dr.  has  given  me  tincture 
ol  Iron  which  I  hope  will  completely  renovate  me  in  body  and  mind. 

Good  bye  for  the  present  dear  Kate.  I  will  write  you  more  at 
length  when  my  baby  gets  well,  till  then  accept  this  from 

Your  a  1ft.  sister 

1  aivinia. 


Detroit,  July  2  i ,  1852 

Dear  Son— 

Yesterday  I  chkd  for  $10— I  wish  I  could  unravel  Dri<»gs’  claims— 
I  thought  the  settlement  we  had,  when  he  settled  our  A/c, .finished 
all— And  that  now  we  begin  anew— I  his  morning  I  reed  a  note  from 
him,  wherein  he  says,  “City  R:  School  Faxes  are  due  on  your  City 
property  lor  1852  8:  must  be  pd  before  1  Aug.  or  5  pet  will  be  added 
—  1  he  amt  including  what  l  have  advanced  to  about  $325— Please 
send  me  your  Chk  for  this  sum,  by  bearer”— 

Now,  dear  Son,  can  it  be  possible  after  the  heavy  sum  1  pd  last 
year,  that  so  much  can  be  nnzv  due?  I  have  given  a  chk  for  it— 

2 3rd- — I  have  this  moment  recicved  yours  of  17th  ins.  Am  happy 
that  you  are  all  so  well,  to  give  your  aunt  8:  husband  the  bright  8c 
cheerful  reception  which  your  hearts  dictate— 

1  he  same  mail  which  brought  your  letter  from  John  brought  me 
one. 
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I  believe  David  will  be  run  lor  Congress— I  look  upon  it  as  a 
despei ale  leap  in  the  dark — lie  seems  remarkably  well  R;  seems  to 
be  a  universal  favorite— His  parly  a  treacherous  set— They  once 
decievcd  him— I  would  not  trust  them— However,  should  lie  be  de¬ 
feated,  it  may  be  a  quietus,  and  drive  him  to  his  profession,  and 
there  he  will  starve—  He  gets  business  all  the  time  &:  (1  am  told) 
unbelievably  successful  — But  he  never  charges — "I  am  in  public 
Office  &  1  am  not  going:  to  charge— I  did  it  as  a  friend”  for  which  he 
will  doubtless  recicvc  a  handsome  Snulf  Box  (Silver)  or  a  ring,  or 
other  Bauble- 

All  here  are  well  My  best  love  to  K— R:  my  precious  children— 
Most  respectful  rememberances  to  your  noble  minded  &  hearted 
Aunt,  whom  altho  not  knowing,  1  love— also  to  all  in  Bond  Street 
( 1 9) 

With  much  to  yourself,  from  your 

Alfcctionatc  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Rev.  Mr  Porter  R:  Sons— paid  me  a  short  visit  Re  made  many  kind 
enquiries— requesting  his  “Affectionate  remem  bet  ante  to  Mrs  Baker 
&  hers” 


Detroit,  j illy  a  j,  i  85a 

Dear  Son:  — 

1  am  thankful  that  blessed  treasure1  is  getting  well,  l  trust  Cod 
will  graciously  carry  you  all  in  health  through  the  summer— In  spite 
of  our  wills  Re  our  thorough  knowledge  that  he  doeth  all  things  well 
—yet  we  catch  ourselves,  stretching  out  our  hand,  to  steady,  or  keep 
the  Ark  from  falling! ! 

I  am  very  sure  that  you  have  had  a  delightful  Visit  with  Judge 
Re  Mrs.  T-— I  wish  they  had  stayed  an  other  week  to  make  up  for  the 
lost  days  in  the  first  part  of  their  visit — 

Yesterday  Mr  Dufiield  called  Re  took  his  farewell  for  Europe— left 
today— Holding  my  hand  lie  said— “I  trust  that  1  have  not  been 
thought  unmindful  of  my  great  debt  to  you— I  have  never  referred 
to  it  because  1  could  do  nothing  iti  it,  but  in  the  providence  of  Cod, 
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I  have  been  able  to  sell,  so  that  I  hope,  that  arrangements  will  soon 
be  made  to  pay  all— lint  it  must  be  in  instalments— Never  while  Hive 
can  1  forget  yoiu  dear  husband’s  Iricndship  and  prompt  assistance 
during  my  dark  hour  of  trial”— 

Mrs  Dullield  has  moved  into  a  small  house,  rent  $150— rented 
l heir  large  one  to  Stuart  R.R.Man  for  $500— 

I  reeieved  a  long  letter  yesterday  from  Doc.  R:  Mary— July  1st. 
She  says  ”We  live  like  genteel  Pigs,  at  the  rate  of  $y  per  Month  &c— 
Doc.  seems  delighted  with  the  Country,  but  doubtful  whether  he  is 
doing  his  duty,  to  stay  there  and  have  his  children  cone  up,  as  they 
are  doing  without  education,  k  living  a  perfectly  useless  life  to  him- 
sel  1 — the  Church— R:  the  world— I  believe  with  one  word  of  encour¬ 
agement  he  would  resign— Although  it  would  delight  my  heart  to 
get  them  out  ol  1'exas— I  dare  not  say  resign— 

We  h  avc  had  two  strong  cases  of  Cholera— not  originated  here, 
but  brought  on  S. Boats  in  only  a  few  hours— It  has  not  made  the 
expected  sensation— Our  City  so  far  is  uncommonly  healthy— New 
Sewers,  are  being  made  all  over  the  City,  which  they  say  are  improv¬ 
ing  the  health  of  the  City,  R:  certainly  the  Treasury— l  believe  dear 
Son,  1  have  written  every  thing  I  could  think  of— My  love  to  K  R: 
the  dear  children,  with  much  for  yourself,  from  your 

Alft.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


1  am  rejoiced  that  Mr.  Townly3  can,  if  only  for  once,  please  such  a 
man  as  Judge  R;  Mrs.  T.- 
Chk.  for  $50. 

1  As  I.avinia  tells  in  her  letter  of  August  4th,  Looe  had  been  ill. 

-  Judge  &  Mrs.  Turner  from  Natchez.  Mrs.  'Turner  was  William  C.  Baker’s  aunt. 
:t  Rev.  Joint  II.Townley,  Presbyterian  Pastor  at  Morristown. 


Detroit,  July  26,  1852 

Dearest  K,— 

I  address  this  to  you— I  write  so  little  except  about  dollars  k  cents 
&  interest ,  that  I  am  afraid  that  I  shall  soon  forget  to  think  or  write 
in  any  other  way— 
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I  reed  a  letter  Irani  Unde  Thorne  on  Saturday,  informing  me  of 
liis  visit  to  Morristown.  Poor  lellow,  1  am  glad  lie  went  there,  but 
really  sorry  it  so  happened  that  it  should  be  at  the  same  time  with 
Judge  &  Mrs  Turner— You  wanted  all  your  time  &  attention  to 
devote  to  them,  but  it  seems  ever  to  be  thus,  there  must  be  something 
to  mar  our  art angemenls-he  seemed,  however,  delighted  with  his 
\  tstt ,  but  u  1  ties  m  wretcl led  spirits — be  says  l hat  ] .  1  borne  has  gone 
to  Ilidropathic  Institute  in  Vermont,  having  had  a  paralitic  stroke 

sa)s  that  is  so  very  large  K:  inactive  that  he  lears  very  much  that  it 
will  go  ill  with  him— 

Your  &  Mr  IPs  joint  sheet  has  come— I  am  delighted  that  Mar- 
gai  et  is  doing  so  wel  1  and  that  domestic  concerns  move  so  plea sat 1 1 1 y, 
but  that  the  blessed  Loo  boy’  is  sick.  We  know  not  what  to  wish 
lor,  but  sell  says,  1  hope  it  will  be  nothing— I  lave  you  used  your  own 
remedy.'  Scorched  Rice  Water?  1  begin  to  think  that  we  are  healthier 
than  any  other  part  ol  the  Country — 1  see  by  the  papers  that  it  is 
sickly  lot  children  every  where,  not  so  with  us,  as  a  general  thing 
we  do  not  hear  of  a  complaint— I  should  say  that  disease  could  not 
li\e  among  the  hills  ol  Morristown-  We  are  having  uncommonly 
line  weather— 

Yesterday  Mr  Duflield  preached  his  last  Sermon;  it  was  an  affect¬ 
ing  one— lie  leaves  this  week,  1  fear  never  to  come  back— 

The  I  hilbert  house  &  ground  are  sold  for  $8ooo  &  all  her  house¬ 
hold  furniture  sold  at  Auction,  k  she  hopes  to  leave  for  State  of 
N.York  soon— 

John  Schoolcraft  is  going  to  Europe,  she  thinks  to  settle  there— 

Have  the  Alex  written  you  since  their  departure?  Did  they  say 
anything  about  the  presents  sent  to  Aunt  K— Sec,  &c?  They  have  never 
named  them  to  me— 

l  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mrs  Radford’s  noble  boy,  worse 
to  be  borne  because  he  is  not  with  her,  these  severings  are  terrible! 
but  if  they  answer  God’s  design,  all  is  well— I  often  think  ol  that 
beautiful,  and  true  remark  of  Mr  Baker’s,  “I  do  not  look  upon  such 
things  as  always  being  chastisements,  or  judgements”— Nor  do  /— 

I  have  learned  to  see  in  them  the  hand  of  an  infinitely  wise  loving 
father,  whose  every  act  is  benevolence,  and  il  the  calling  our  chib 
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drcn  Iiome  before  us,  be  the  means  of  drawing  our  hearts  to  him 
and  making  us  consider  how  we  shall  praise  him  through  all  Eter¬ 
nity,  for  I lial  which  cost  us  such  bitter  anguish  here— 

boor  Lavinia  has  had  a  sad  seige,  she  seems  in  heart  to  end  all 
in  John’s  getting  home— I  fear  that  his  constitution  is  ruined— he  is 
not  able  to  stand  the  least  exposure  nor  fatigue— 

\  on  say  that  1  make  no  remark  about  Martha— You  know  that  she 
had  only  just  arrived,  when  1  wrote  you— My  heart  aches  lor  them 
all,  &  1  rejoice  that  your  letter  suggested  to  me  the  thought  ol  invit¬ 
ing  her  here— I  am  glad,  that  her  poor  Mother  accompanied  her— 
I  have  never  heard  them  refer  to  past  life— nor  complain  of  present 
sorrow,  only  to  plan  8c  look  about  for  the  future  subsistence— Anx¬ 
iety,  sorrow  8c  care  are  strongly  traced  on  poor  Martha’s  face— O'h 
Kate,  think,  it  /  were  left  with  you  8c  Mary,  friendless,  homeless  8c 
penniless! !  1  hat  we  are  not,  arc  a  few  among  the  innumerable  bless¬ 
ings  ol  our  God,  for  which  we  should  pray  for  a  deep  and  grateful 
sense— I  thank  God  that  he  has  permitted  me  to  have  a  home,  in 
which  to  make  welcome  his  suffering,  sorrowing  poor— 'They  are 
anxious  to  open  a  School  in  Brooklyn,  1  trust  that  they  may  be  suc- 
cesslul— 1  think  Martha  is  a  sweet,  interesting  girl,  but  she  seems  so 
sad  that  she  excites  your  sympathy— 

1  think  Mrs  Davis  is  unhappy  about  Abigail,  she  fears  that  her 
singing  is  introducing  her  to  public  characters— "There  is  a  Mr  Stark¬ 
weather— a  man  ol  high  moral  character— Sc  very  respectable  family, 
wishes  to  marry  Abigail,  has  been  addressing  her  four  years— her 
Mother  says  Abigail  is  loud  of  him— “but  she  does  not  wish  to  marry 
just  now  because  she  can  no  longer  do  as  she  please,  or  perhaps  she 
ilia)  love  somebody  better  than  he”— her  mother  is  exceedingly  anx¬ 
ious  that  she  should  marry  him  and  "settle  down  ’— She  says  if  Abi¬ 
gail  visits. you,  you  must  talk  with  her,  and  find  out  her  views,  8: 
urge  her  to  either  marry  Mr  S— or  tell  him  that  she  will  not ,  as  she 
disapproves  of  Abigail’s  want  of  candor  and  decission  with  him— 
My  love  to  Mr  Baker— 1  will  write  to  Walker  as  he  advises— It 
goes  terribly  against  me  to  pay  Copper  Stock  so  much  money— Noth¬ 
ing  ever  coming  in— On  Saturday  I  drew  a  Chk  for  $13-30— 

Did  1  tell  you  the  terms  of  the  Congregation  with  Mr  Dufiield? 
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I  Iis  salary  $2000  to  be  continued— A  Minister  hired  to  take  his  place 
lor  $800— Mr  Ledyard  is  going  around  with  a  subscription,  to  pre¬ 
sent  Mr  Duflield  with  a  sum  besides  bis  salary  in  consideration  of 
bis  family  needing  support  in  his  absence— 

We  are  all  in  usual  health— Uncle  &  Miss  Rockwell  beg  me  always 
to  name  them  in  love  to  you  both— My  best  love  Jv  a  kiss  to  my  preci¬ 
ous  Mary,  Bessie,  Eliza  &  tell  them  to  kiss  blessed  1 .00  Lee’s  1  eet  ie 
hands  for  Gamna— it  would  worry  him  to  kiss  his  lace— I  trust  that 
the  great  Physician  may  lay  his  healing  hand  on  him  and  bid  him 
live— but  if  it  be  not  liis  will— Remember,  he  doeth  all  things  well! 

1  saw  in  the  Herald  of  last  week,  “Little  Fanny,  6  cts’’— Strange 
that  name  is  more  lively  in  my  heart  than  Sarah— fc  yet  1  love  Sarah, 
too— 

My  affectionate  regard  &:  highest  respects  to  Judge  5k  Mrs  Turner 
—Dear  K— ,  it  really  is  a  great  honor  to  entertain  them— it  is  like  Mr 
B’s  other  parents— Is  the  lady  invalid  still  living,  whom  their  benevo¬ 
lence  kept?  That  God  will  direct  you  in  all  your  ways,  and  have  you 
in  his  holy  keeping,  is  the  unceasing  prayer  ol  your 

Affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 


Detroit,  August  .[th,  1852 

Dearest  Rate- 

Knowing  how  much  you  have  to  occupy  your  time,  and  wishing 
you  to  keep  up  your  correspondence  with  your  valued  Iriends,  1 
never  allow  myself  to  feel  disappointed  when  any  length  of  time 
passes  without  letters  from  you— especially  as  Mr  Baker  is  so  kindly, 
so  affectionately  attentive,  and  I  know  that  he  will  always  keep  me 
informed  of  all  matters  at  home— 

I  am  happy  to  learn  from  your  favor  of  July  26  that  Judge  &  Mrs 
Turner’s1  visit  went  off  so  pleasantly,  yet  I  wish  they  had  staid  a 
little  longer— and  no  matter  how  poor  Margaret  does  for  the  future, 
you  owe  her  a  vote  of  thanks  for  the  good  she  did  while  you  had 
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them— Do  not  get  impatient— you  will  get  no  better,— if  a  smarter— 
perhaps,  a  thief— or  impudent— or  a  miner— or  your  house  filled  with 
Men— Instead  of  domestics  improving,  from  all  I  hear,  1  think  things 
are  getting  worse—/  am  highly  favored,  I  believe  I  have  two  of  the 
best  Girls  in  the  Country— Dora’s  Sister  (up  stairs)  is  even  better 
than  she— John,  is  John,  nothing  like  your  Peter,  but  so  good  that 
I  dare  not  change  him— Send  me  your  Corn  Cake  recipe— 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  grateful  I  am  to  the  Giver  of  all  our  bless¬ 
ings,  for  the  restoration  to  health  of  that  precious  Looly— I  have  a 
trembling  hope  all  the  time  for  him— My  sweet  precious  Eliza— You 
know  when  l  was  with  you,  we  discovered  much  in  her  which  re¬ 
minded  ns  of  our  Angel— that  patient  waiting  at  table,  unmurmur¬ 
ing  should  she  be  overlooked  See— Your  letter  transported  me  in 
your  midst,  &  my  heart  rejoiced  to  think  of  the  dear  children  all 
happy  and  in  health— I  saw  my  sunshiny  Bessie  seated  at  the  Piano 
casting  a  side  glance  at  me,  which  spake,  “Grand  Mother,  what  do 
you  think  of  my  being  able  to  play?”,— &  my  own  loved,  sensible, 
sensitive  Mary,  feeling  every  inattention  &:  battling  with  the  inner 
man,  to  silence  wounded  feeling  &  choking  in  driving  back  the 
betraying  tear— Oh,  1  understand  her— If,  dear  Kate,  features  of 
Character  are  hereditary— I  am  sorry  to  say  1  fear  they  arc— She  in¬ 
herits  the  one  to  which  you  refer,  from  her  Mother!  &  She  from  her 
Mothei !— 1  have  often  seen  you,  put  in  a  false  &:  unenviable  position, 
and  struggle,  lest  the  unkind  ones  who  put  you  there,  would  see 
that  you  fell  it!!!  This  has  ever  been  my  case— It  is  inexplicable  & 
cannot  be  understood  except  by  those  who  feel  it— 

Kiss  the  blessed  group— And  let  us  be  thankful  that  they  are  shut 
out  lor  the  most  part  horn  all  influences  but  a  kind  alfectionate 
judicious,  wise  father,  &  I  hope  a  watchful  Mother,  whose  united 
efforts  will  bring  them  up,  so  as  to  neither  heed  Earth’s  Frowns  or 
Smiles— 

Oh,  Sad,  sad  intelligence  for  poor  Mr  Radford— What  a  blow  in 
their  happy,  peaceful,  delightful  dwelling!  God  alone  can  teach  her 
—we  can  sympathize  with  her,  and  if  it  would  lessen  her  sorrow, 
would  point  her  to  more  agonizing  sorrows  than  hers— but  he  who 
orders  all ,  knows  just  when,  which  &  how  to  take!! 
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I  olten  llnuk  o!  a  remark  o!  dear  Mr  Jones,  now  in  heaven- 'Mrs 
Stuart,  within  a  lew  days  my  heart  has  not  been  at  rest— I  lind  there 
is  a  great  ditlerence  between  submitting  8c  acquiescing”  i  rue,  a 
g1  eat  dillerence— When  we  hilly  acquiessc,  we  arc  one  in  heart  & 
purpose  with  our  precious  Savior.  My  warm  &  sympathizing  love  to 
Mrs  Radlord— the  only  consolation  she  can  have,  is  that  God  has 
made  her  the  honored  Mother  ol  a  Saint  in  I  leaven— Oh,  what 
wicked  beings  we  should  be,  if  we  had  not  that  blessed  assurance  for 
our  infant  children— Sue h  deaths  should  stimulate  so  to  educate,  as 
to  have  “a  whole  family  in  Heaven”— 

You  do  not  know  how  much  Mr  baker’s  beautiful  theory  ol  sur¬ 
rounding  Spirits  occupies  my  thoughts— What  is  it  that  so  often 
whispers  to  us  shadows  of  things  to  come— Why  did  you  not  dwell 
upon  the  probability  ol  the  girl  as  well  as  the  boy,  never  seeing  his 
lather.-'  1  have  olten  these  scenes— 8:  il  you  watch,  you  will  be  sur¬ 
prized  to  see  how  much  you  will  meet  with— Il  ever  we  meet,  remind 
me  to  tell  you  something  in  connection  with  this  presentiment,  or 
call  it  what  you  will,  in  relation  to  Mrs  1  .yell  Smith— Now  never 
refer  to  this  in  any  letter— The  winds  have  ears  8:  tongues— 8c  only 
you  &  baker  of  Earth,  shall  ever  know  it— 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  your  loss  of  Strength— You  must  drink  plenty 
of  Porter— &  ride  or  walk  every  day— let  nothing  worry— Your  lime, 
your  strength,  your  talents  must  be  all  given  to  your  family— You 
are  sewing  seed  for  'Thousands  yet  unborn— He  who  has  put  you 
where  you  are,  has  declared,  “as  your  day,  so  shall  your  strength  be” 
— 1  have  no  doubt  that  your  dear  babe’s  recovery  is  attributable  to 
your  nursing  him— 

Poor  dear  sorrowful  Unc  le  Thorne— Docs  he  seem  to  have  any 
light  upon  the  subject  of  religion?  They  are  a  dark  lamily- 

1  think  you  are  highly  complimented  when  such  a  man  as  Mr  b’s 
father  praises  you— May  God  strengthen  you  8c  guide  you,  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  deserve  it— I  am  rejoiced  that  you  are  getting  his  Portrait— 
&  that  it  is  a  good  likeness— Over  the  Fire  place  would  be  a  beautiful 
place  for  it— it  would  be  seen  immediately  on  entering  the  room— 
and  none  could  ever  turn  their  back  upon  it— 

Mr  T  ownly’s  Text  was  a  beautiful  one— I  wish  he  were  more 
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acceptable— I  fear  lie  never  will  be— What  a  Sin  it  is,  to  ha\e  an 
Ambassador  irom  the  Court  of  Heaven ,  an  unpolished  Man-AYv  do 
not  treat  earthly  Courts  so— ’  1  is  not  enough  that  they  are  Scholars 
-wise— &c—  but  they  must  he  Gentlemanly— Truly  the  children  of 
this  generation  are  wiser  than  the  children  of  light— 

Mrs  &  Martha  Davis  are  now  at  Pontiac,  they  both  have  my  heat  t’s 
deepest  sympathy,  Sc  I  am  truly  thankful  that  God  affords  me  the 
opportunity  of  comforting  or  entertaining  them— 1  think  Martha 
an  uncommonly  interesting  sweet  girl,  &  am  very,  very  much  at¬ 
tached  to  her— She  seems  very  sorrowful. 

Dear  K  — ,  you  got  a  wrong  idea  of  my  health— I  never  have  any 
more  of  those  dreadful  attacks  of  Asthma  which  you  witnessed— 1  am, 
and  have  been,  as  I  was  while  at  Morristown— 1  think  it  is  Pillions  - 
I  awake  every  morning  with  head  ache,  after  an  asmathic  night, 
mind  not  bad,  as  you  see  by  this  long  letter— My  head  aches  more 
more,  until  about  six:  I  am  not  obliged  to  go  to  bed,  &  il  1  had 
appetitite  am  able  to  be  at  all  my  meals— 1  am  taking  Chologoguc— 

1  am  about,  as  1  would  be  in  perfect  health— I  go  to  Chh—  Keep  Sab. 
School  eCc—  Only  this  head  makes  me  feel  listless— Now  1  have  been 
this  minute  that  you  may  understand  that  I  am  not  an  invalid— 

I  look  the  Chloriform  under  Dr  Scoval—whh  success,  Sc  il  1  had  a 
bad  attack  would  take  if  again— 

1  have  never  recicved  a  line,  referring  either  to  your  or  my  pres¬ 
ents,  from  Scotland— 

I  wish  my  own  dear  Mary  wotdd  send  me  her  letter  written  as  she 
can— 

Yes,  most  assuredly— if  we  have  War  with  England— I  louses— 
Ponds  &  Mortgages— will  all  be  “Knocked  into  Pie’’— in  our  direc¬ 
tion— &  1  know  not  how  war  is  going  to  be  avoided— 

Mrs  Russell  has  spent  the  last  year  at. the  Trcmont  House 
Chicago- 

Affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 

Hav  e  you  got  the  Sheeting? — Sc  I  owels?  If  not,  get  them.  Get  a 
piece  of  Huckcbec  Sc  send  me  half— &  tell  my  blessed  Baker  to  send 
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me  Cost  ol  every  thing— You  need  not  tell  him  what  it  is  for - only 

send  me  price— I  want  no  items— 

1  I  wo  of  Ixioe  Bilker's  sisters  had  married  Turfier  brothers  in  N.itche/,  so  that 
Mis.  1  ui  in.  1  was  William  Bilker's  aunt. 

xr  1  t r  Port  Richmond,  Aug.  . ith,  i8r,2. 

My  dear  Kate  0  1  J 

1  have  this  moment  received  your  kind  favor  of  yesterday,  and 
hasten  to  say  that  I  have  been  trying  for  some  time  to  lit  1  cl  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  write  you,  but  my  baby  has  been  worse,  and  of  course  1 
hu\e  given  her  all  my  attention.  Although  she  is  at  present  some¬ 
what  better,  yet  the  disease  is  hanging  about  her  enough  to  keep  me 
in  constant  lear.  I  am  glad  little  Looey”  is  better,  but  I  imagine 
bom  what  you  say  he  is  much  in  the  same  condition  with  little 
1  ami) .  It  is  necessary  to  be  very  card ul,  for  children’s  complaints 
are  so  quick  in  their  operation. 

1  low  I  do  pity  Mrs.  Radford!  What  a  shock  is  in  store  for  her 
husband!  Poor  man!  he  can  know  nothing  of  it  until  his  return. 
Then  how  unexpected,  how  terrible  will  be  the  blow! 

The  burning  of  the  “Henry  Clay”1  was  indeed  terrible!  In  my 
humble  opinion  the  officers  of  that  boat  are  guilty  of  the  murder  of 
all  the  persons  who  perished  at  that  time,  and  1  hope  they  will  be 
seveiely  punished!  1  his  seems  to  be  the  feeling  ol  the  community. 
Some  acquaintances  of  mine  were  on  board,  but  saved.  Several 
valuable  lives  were  lost,  valuable  to  the  public ,  as  well  as  their  own 
private  circles.  I  formerly  considered  one  as  safe  on  the  Hudson 
river,  as  in  his  own  parlor,  but  that  day  is  past.  1  used  to  think  too, 
that  passengers  were  safe  wherever  and  in  whatever  situations,  con¬ 
ductors,  engineers,  etc.  were  willing  to  trust  themselves ,  but  that  will 
no  longer  do,  as  many  cases  have  shewn  us  that  these  persons  are 
perfectly  reckless,  regardless  of  their  own,  as  well  as  others'  safety. 

I  really  hope  Kate,  we  are  not  going  to  have  much  Cholera  this 
season.  I  know  it  has  made  its  appearance  in  many  places,  and  seems 
to  be  gradually  approaching  11s.  There  have  been  some  sudden 
deaths  in  many  places,  but  I  have  been  told  by  persons  from  Buffalo, 
that  most  there  were  the  result  of  imprudence  and  a  gentleman  who 
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has  lately  been  near  Rochester  made  the  same  remark  here  last 
evening.  1  lowcver  that  may  be,  it  is  melancholy  news,  and  does  not 
conduce  in  the  least  to  an  improvement  of  my  spirits,  which  1  can 
assure  you  are  at  a  very  low  ebb.  1  wish  John  teas  at  home  salely. 
but  if  he  was  1  should  be  constantly  uneasy  lest  he  might  be  attacked 
by  Cholera.  So  all  is  for  the  best.  1  hope  he  has  recovered  his  health. 

1  was  astonished  at  the  death  of  Judge  Sandford.  1  le  had  been  very 
delicate  for  a  number  of  years,  and  when  he  lei  1  home,  (a  short  time 
ago)  had  a  bow-el  complaint.  I  was  surprised  he  should  venture  into 
the  Western  Country  in  such  a  condition,  particularly  Toledo. 

Did  you  ever  have  a  weak  hack  Kale?  I  have  often  heard  ol  such  a 
thing,  and  never  dreamed  what  pain  it  might  give,  until  recently. 

1  now  pronounce  it  to  be  a  very  great  allliction. 

1  have  not  seen  the  “Wylie  children’’,  but  have  heard  a  great  deal 
about  them.  The  fact  is,  while  John  is  gone,  1  do  not  care  to  see  any¬ 
thing,  or  to  go  anywhere.  I  think  you  said  once  that  John  told  you 
“Lib  was  no  hand  to  be  left  alone.”  He  spoke  the  truth.  1  am  not 
happy  when  he  is  absent  from  me.  but  1  hope  he  will  soon  be  back 
and  that  he  trill  slay  with  me'a  long  time.  Suppose  he  should  be 
ordered  oil  again  in  three  months!  Oh,  misery!  I  will  not  think  of  it. 

Give  my  love  to  your  children,  kind  regards  to  Mr.  baker,  and 
take  for  yourself  the  best  wishes  of 

Your  affectionate  Sister 

Lavinia. 

All  desire  to  be  remembered  to  yourself  and  Mr.  baker. 

It  is  raining  here  quite  hard. 

l  ]  lie  "Henry  Clay”  was  a  Hudson  River  steamboat  which  caught  fire  K:  burned 
in  the  Hudson  River  just  below  Yonkers  on  the  afternoon  of  July  28,  1852,  with 
considerable  loss  of  life. 


Fort  Croghan,  August  6th,  1852 

My  dear  baker,1 

T  here  are  several  good  reasons  why  I  have  not  answered  your  last 
favor  of  June  30th,  but  as  one  good  reason  is  thought  by  logicians  to 
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be  as  satisfactory  as  a  hundred,  I  will  only  say  that  at  the  time  of  the 
receipt  ot  your  letter  I  feared  we  were  on  the  eve  of  a  general  Indian 
war,  and  determined  to  wait  until  I  could  write  you  definitely.  A 
rumor  bearing  great  plausibility  was  brought  to  Fori  Gates  50  miles 
north  ol  this  by  a  Choctaw,  and  transmitted  by  rapid  express  to  Gen. 
Smith  at  San  Antonio,  to  the  effect  that  Capt.  Many  ot  the  51  h  Inf. 
with  his  command  ol  too  men  had  been  massacred  on  the  Wachita, 
by  a  combined  force  of  Comanches,  Wichitas  &  Seminoles.  The 
rumor  was  credited  to  a  certain  extent,  and  ol  course  gave  rise  to 
serious  apprehensions;  but  a  command  having  gone  out  from  Fort 
Graham  to  make  a  reconnoisance,  has  ascertained  the  whole  story  to 
be  a  fabrication,  baseless  as  a  dream.  The  story  was  nearly  a  repeti¬ 
tion  ol  Dade’s  massacre"  &:  might  have  arisen  I  rout  hearing  the 
Seminole  prowess  extolled  by  those  warriors  now  located  in  the 
Indian  Territory  who  were  pari icipators  in  that  horrible  allair.  ( )ur 
dragoons  have  not  yet  arrived,  though  a  port  ion  ol  them  will  be  here 
tomorrow  and  will  serve  to  enliv  en  us  in  our  dullness. 

Since  I  wrote  last  1  have  been  to  Austin  and  have  actually  moved 
out  plunder,  consisting  of  household  &  kitc  hen  furniture,  poultry, 
dogs  &  cats,  pigeons,  Frany  &  black  boy,  in  5  waggons  with  go  mules, 
to  this  place,  and  such  a  time  as  1  had  cannot  be  described. 

I  he  piano  1  did  not  bring  for  fear  of  its  nervous  system,  and  shall 
wait  till  I  can  get  a  spring  waggon  to  transport  it  over  the  rocks. 
It  is  packed  by  an  ingenious  mechanic  just  as  it  reached  us  from  the 
maker.  I  think  we  can  be  very  comfortable  here,  notwithstanding 
our  property  is  out  ol  all  propot  lion  to  the  dimensions  of  out  quar¬ 
ters.  I  agree  with  you  touching  Mary’s  extravagance.  Crockery  is  a 
bad  article,  especially  when  it  is  not  wanted,  and  more  especially 
broken  crockery,  when  unbroken  is  wanted;  and  I  “compute”  that 
Mary’s  4  dozen  pieces  of  China  will  have  increased  to  about  1 2 
dozen,  by  the  time  they  get  here. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  settling  the  tailor’s  bill,  as  I  have  some 
pride  in  the  payment  of  debts  to  that  class.  During  the  past  ten  days 
the  weather  has  been  hot,  averaging  90  degrees  at  3  l’.M.  with  less 
breeze  than  usual— 97  is  the  highest  mark  this  year  but  it  is  consoling 
to  see  the  record  of  1 02  in  Boston,  on  the  reception  of  M  r.  Webster.3 
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Mary,  1  see,  lias  sewed  on  my  sheet,  and  has,  I  must  say,  been  c  are¬ 
less  in  her  expressions,  so  far  as  strict  veracity  is  concerned.  Her 
shoemaking  is  indeed  a  triumph  of  art  as  they  are  truly  beautiful 
shoes.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  coast  for  that  carriage  when 
it  arrixes,  provided  1  can  be  spared  lrom  the  post;  as  I  am  alraid  to 
have  it  sent  up  by  any  one.  I  expect  to  hear  from  Indianola  by  next 
mail.  I  believe  I  told  you  in  my  last  that  my  Nagle  debt  is  in  a  lair 
way  of  being  collected.  It  is  Mary’s  fault  that  1  have  no  more  room. 
Give  my  love  to  kale  &  a  kiss  to  the  little  ones.  1  shall  write  soon 
again  and  will  tr)  and  be  more  interesting.  My  spectacles  annoy  me 
exceedingly,  confusing  my  brain  Sc  making  me  seasick. 

Truly  yours, 

Geo.  F.  T. 

Dr.  has  forgotten  how  to  tell  the  truth  about  anything,  it  is  hotter 
here  than  he  says. 

Dearest  Kate,  I  am  sure  1  can  not  tell  when  1  wrote  you  last  but  this 
1  do  know  you  have  not  answered  several  ol  my  letters— you  are  gel- 
( ing  lazy  or  else  absence  conquers  love— Do  not  give  me  up— 1  am  too 
lone  a  woman,  Sc  derive  too  much  pleasure  lrom  your  letters  to  do 
without  them— I  expect  1  have  so  tormented  you  with  orders  that  you 
are  disgusted  with  me— when  I  sent  the  last,  1  had  no  idea  that  you  had 
thought  of  the  first— &  the  first  thing  I  heard  was  that  the  cups  See 
were  shipped-  the  Dr.  knows  much  about  what  I  want — I  have  about 
6  sound  cups,  only  i  u  at  first,  Sc  thought  1  had  better  get  enough  to 
last,  for  in  these  frequent  moves  all  most  all  gets  broken— so  please 
get  me  no  more  of  the  crockery  I  wrote  for,  but  the  other  things  I 
want— if  you  have  a  chance  Sc  “Uncle  Toms  cabin”  by  Harriet  ii. 
Stow  Sc  one  more  thing  /  have  learned  to  make  shoes — R:  now  have  on 
a  pair  of  my  own  make— now  I  want  a  No.  5  last— two  or  three  small 
Awls  to  make  the  holes,  a  paper  of  sadler's  needles  to  sew  them— 
(i  pair  of  soles,  they  come  with  holes  already  made  in  them  the  welts 
must  be  cut  but  as  to  the  holes  I  am  doubtful.  (Dr.  Turner’s  hand¬ 
writing)  k  I  want  black  kid  enough  to  make  6  pairs  of  slippers.  Now 
are  you  too  proud  to  get  these  lor  me,  1  know  Mi.  Jlaket  is,  can 
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“Johnny  in  the  Porters  zunnn”  get  it  for  me,  if  you  pay  him  for  his 
trouble— &  I  declare  I  will  not  send  again  for  anything  for  a  long 
long  lime. 

Mrs.  Lockwood  of  Detroit  has  a  brother  coming  from  N.  Y.  some 
time  with  goods  &  he  will  bring  these— but  where  he  will  be  found 
I  can  not  tell— so  I  will  send  this  to  Mr.  Peck  his  brother  in  law  8c 
he  will  write  on  the  letter  where  R:  when  you  can  luul  him— Me  is 
a  nice  young  man  Pen  Eyke  by  name— 

We  all  keep  well  altho’  it  is  so  hot,  but  it  is  not  so  hot  as  last  sum¬ 
mer,  or  so  unpleasant  in  any  way.  1  can  make  as  nice  a  shot,  as  ' M  id- 
dleton”  &  1  am  proud,  1  am  crazy  to  get  my  things  &  go  to  work— 
1  wish  I  had  your  lit  R:  a  pair  ol  old  shoes  Re  1  could  make  you  some— 

Kate,  what  do  you  think,  one  of  my  new  chemises  you  sent  me  8c 
a  pair  of  line  linen  pillow  cases  have  been  stolen  8j  by  the.  woman 
who  has  been  doing  our  work  up  here.  She  is  gone  away  or  1  would 
give  it  to  her  well— Our  summer  is  almost  over  8:  1  am  not  sorry,  the 
Dr.  is  just  beginning  to  feel  as  he  did  last  summer,  R:  bob  has  had  a 
constant  bowel  complaint  all  summer— that  he  is  pretty  well  run 
down— Beside  the  heat,  at  times  we  almost  starve— this  is  true— meat 
of  no  kind  except  every  live  days— bad  flour  R:  no  com  mill  about, 
&  only  a  few  eggs— I  have  5  cows,  R:  they  only  give  us  butter  enough 
for  the  table,  R:  can  buy  it  no  where— O,  this  is  a  blessed  laud— still 
I  am  not  unhappy— sometimes  get  cross  from  want  ol  lood— in  win¬ 
ter,  I  suppose  we  shall  live  better,  we  shall  get  venison  R:  wild  Pur- 
keys  R:  can  keep  beef,  &  get  things  in  N.  ().  but  during  the  heat  of 
summer  we  nearly  starve,  you  have  fruit  R:  vegetables,  we  have  none 
—as  to  potatoes  we  never  see  one— last  year  we  sent  N.  ().  R:  got  three 
barrels  for  which  we  pd  $3.  We  were  told  they  would  all  rot  be I  ore 
we  could  use  them,  so  we  sold  2  barrels,  for  one  we  got  R(j  the  other 
$7— Frany  keeps  well,  but  1  fear  wil  suffer  from  the  starvation— Dr. 
has  made  her  Hospital  Matron  8c  her  wages  are  now  .§20  per  month 
—She  is  the  most  happy  grateful  thing  you  ever  saw— 1  ell  Mr.  baker 
by  living  up  here,  &  having  to  starve,  I  expect  we  shall  save  $1200 
a  year— so  he,  no  doubt  will  think,  I  am  repaid,  but  I  am  not— We 
see  hard  times— don’t  you  pity  me— but  we  might  be  worse  olf— we 
are  all  alive  8c  no  new  sorrow— after  all,  that  is  the  great  thing. 
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STUART  LETTERS 


Is  your  cook  still  with  you  that  you  had— Mr.  Peck  will  write  in 
one  corner  where  Mr.  Ten  Eyke  will  be  found— I  wanted  to  send  on 
some  things  to  the  children  by  him,  but  1  was  up  here,  &  did  not 
know  when  he  left— 1  had  a  handsome  dress  for  Mary  5s:  Bess— give 
them  my  best  love  &  kisses— Kitty  talks  a  great  deal  of  them  &  wants 
to  see  them  so  badly— much  love  to  Mr.  Baker— 8c  Mrs.  Stiles. 

Your  devoted  sister 

Mary 

(In  Dr.  Turner’s  handwriting) 

P.S.  Most  of  the  above  must  be  received  with  allowance,  viz— lor  no 
vegetables  read  6  big  water  melons  8c  3  inuskmelons  daily.  Corn 
by  the  load.  Tomatos  to  feed  poultry  with— squashes  8c  beets  at 
libet  t uni. 


(Mary  writes:) 

G  what  an  awful  story  the  Dr.  has  told  about  the  vegetables— for  a 
very  short  time  this  has  been  true— but  not  the  extent— &:  a  mighty 
short  time  at  that,  1  Ic  wants  to  put  the  best  face  on  it  all,  for  fear  you 
will  all  hate  him  for  bringing  me  out  here  to  starve. 


(Dr.  Turner:) 

I  hope  you  will  not  cease  to  sympathize  with  me  in  my  wretchedness 
for  1  do  want  potatoes  awfully  and  cant  get  one  though  I  expect  a 
bushel  tomorrow  from  old  Hurston. 

(Mary:)  An  other  story— a  half  a  peck,  as  small  as  his  linger. 

1  Original  Letter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

-  On  Dec.  28,  1835  Major  Francis  I..  Dade  was  ordered  from  Key  West  to  In.  King, 
lie  was  marching  from  l'ampa  with  one  Company  of  Intantry  and  two- of  Artilli  iy, 
when  they  were  attacked  by  Indians,  and  8  officers  and  100  men  weic  massaoed. 
Only  one  soldier  escaped.  As  Dr.  Turner  went  to  Florida  in  early  183G  memories  of 
the  Dade  Massacre  were  very  vivid. 

:i  Daniel  Webster  was  hoping  to  be  the  Whig  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
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s 'ru  a  n  r  i.i:rri:ns 


August  i  1  th,  1 852 

Dearest  Kale— 

Altlio  it  is  nearly  10  1\M.  1  have  seated  my  se  ll  to  acknowledge 
reel  ol  your  lavor  ol  (ith  ins.  ret  d  tins  evening,  with  one  from  Uncle 
Alex— I  must  write  when  I  am  able— every  morning  Irom  about 
eight  to  nine,  1  am  visitled  with  slight  (hills,  and  a  slight  fever, 
succeeded  by  as  intense  head  ache  as  1  ever  sullei  i  d  in  my  lile,  which 
lasts  until  between  7  &  8  1\M.  when  you  may  judge,  1  I’eel  rather 
inellicient  — 1  am  hoping,  Irom  its  coming  on  the  two  last  da)s  later, 
&  leaving  earlier,  that  medicine  is  having  its  cl  let  t,  &  I  shall  soon  be 
better— 

First,  let  me  refer  to  the  part  of  your  letter,  which  (ills  my  heart 
with  the  deepest  love  &  gratitude —  My  blessed,  my  pret  ions  Mary’s1 
self-examination—  Yes,  my  dear  Kate,  nothing  but  ( lod’s  Spit  it  could 
have  so  taught  that  infant  mind— Out  of  the  mouth  ol  Jiahe.s  He 
has  declared  his  praise  shall  be  perfected— Oh  let  us  pi  ay  that  God 
will  quickly  consumate  the  work,  which  we  trust  &  believe  he  has 
begun:  Oh,  without  Christ,  what  is  Faith  and  all  its  honors!  — How 
unsatisfying,  how  evanescent— May  she  (and  she  will)  be  the  means 
of  leading  all  the  others  in  the  path  of  God’s  wisdom— Kiss  the 
blessed  ones,  in  much  love  to  them,  from  Grand  Ma— 

I  am,  and  cannot  help  being  distressed  at  poor  Mary’s-  prospects 
—File  is  too  short,  to  be  spent  as  they  are  spending  it— yet  /  would 
not  dare  say  to  the  Dr  resign— Altlio  their  habits  are  simple,  yet  it 
takes  a  great  deal  to  support  them— &  You  know  l)r  is  not  lit  lor  pri¬ 
vate  practice— I  leave  it  where  I  leave  every  thing  else,  in  the  hands 
of  my  Heavenly  Father— to  direct  as  he  sees  lit — 

Should  there  be  time,  1  wish  you  or  Baker  would  get  some  mo- 
mento  of  iny  love  for  Dr— Mary  R:  each  of  the  children— Whatever 
you  get,  I  will  be  satisfied  8:  tell  them  it  is  my  choice.-' 

1  am  sorry  to  hear  of  poor  Favinia’s  child— Mr  Clarke  tells  me 
that  it  has  been  very  low— I  trust  that  she  &■  our  dear  Fooly  may  be 
carried  through  the  summer— 

The  offer  of  your  Linncn  is  yours  lo  use  when  you  please— I  am 
like  yourself— I  want  no  Store,  to  give  me  care  or  trouble,  but  subject 
to  summer  company  as  you  are,  you  want  a  good  slock— 
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sru.i  nr  letters 


I  low  thankful  1  am  that  you  arc  blessed  with  a  good  Nurse— pray 
lor  wisdom  to  rule  your  household— 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  1  deeply  sympathize  in  the  anxietv  of  all 
the  family  relative  to  Mrs  Walker  I  trust  that  the  cool  weather  may 
restore  her,  and  her  life  be  prolonged  many  years  to  her  interesting 
little  family— Oh,  what  a  suffering,  dying  world  we  live  in—  kre  this 
you  will  have  real  the  paper  I  sent,  on  which  l  announced  the  death 
of  Mary  (Sibley)  Adams— She  was  in  line  health  and  Spirits  up  to  her 
hour  ol  sot  row,  and  after  no  more  worse  than  is  common,  she  had 
an  uncommonly  line  child  born  (a  daughter)— she  began  immedi¬ 
ately  to  sink,  and  in  three  hours  she  slept  in  death!! 

Last  night,  Mrs  Wctmorc,  for  whom  great  anxiety  has  prevailed, 
had  a  line  daughter  born,  8c  she  is  doing  well— 

Should  any  thing  happen  to  Mrs  Walker'1— What  consolation  her 
father  has,  in  his  nobleness  to  her— he  has  been  an  uncommonly  kind 
one— lot  his  affectionate  attention  to  you,  independent  of  his  re¬ 
spected  character,  I  love  him  8c  ever  think  of  him  with  the  highest 
respect  and  allect  ion— 

I  am  happy,  that  the  excellency  of  the  likeness  makes  me  feel  that 
the  price,  though  exorbitant,  is  cheap— 

Mr  Dullield  could  not  have  visited  you  for  want  of  time— 

Your  sad  blundering  in  housekeeping  will  make  you  teach  your 
daughters,  that  they  may  not  suffer  in  like  manner— If  you  live  to 
make  Peppers  an  other  year— never  take  out  the  Seeds— only  cut  a 
slit  the  whole  length  of  the  Pepper  &  throw  them  into  your  Salt  8c 
Water,  8:  they  will  be  much  better— 

We  have  had  two  or  three  cases  of  Cholerea,  but  they  were  brought 
on  the  boats  8c  died  within  a  few  hours  after  landing— 

Sarah  reed  letters  from  her  Mother  today  saying  that  the  Doc. 
had  advised  her  to  go  to  Morristown,  to  board— Johanna  they  l  ear 
is  in  a  consumption— They  leave  immediately— 

David  needs  your  prayers— he  is  nominated  lor  Congress— It  will 
either  be  his  utter  ruin,  or  will  make  a  Man  ol  him,  the  latter  only 
in  answer  to  prayer— &  he  is  too  wise  to  suppose  that  God  interleres 
with  small  matters— Pray  that  he  may  be  saved  from  temptation— 
Poor  Uncle  A—,  when  he  wrote,  was  in  one  ol  his  superlative 
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1  lettings —  He  says— “Oh,  il  our  families  would  only  lake  advice,  but 
No,  No!  Now,  my  dear,  dear  Sister  Kate,  K  her  whole  lamily,  have 
sailed  Irom  Leith  in  the  Ship  Colony  for  Australia!  1  he  most  impor¬ 
tant  man  m  Australia  is  a  Iriend  o!  ours,  K  he  gave  great  encourage¬ 
ment— Give  my  love  to  my  dear  Kate  &  Mr  Laker,  to  dear  Mary  & 
Doct.  Turner,— and  when  I  can  settle,  I  mean  to  write  them— Ah, 
1  have  great,  great  trouble— If  my  Sister’s  boys  had  not  been  too 
proud  to  work,  there  is  all  the  trouble” 

With  love  to  Mr  b— K  yourself  from  us  all— 

Ever  your  All’.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

lytli.  Mrs  Davis  &:  Martha  have  just  arrived  irom  Pontiac  and 
send  you  much  love— 

A  Shocking  thing  happened  yesterday  under  David’s  eye— he  was 
addressing  a  collection  of  men,  where  one  was  electing  a  political 
“Pole  50  feet  high”— some  thoughtless  person  pulled  on  the  rope, 
which  caused  the  man  at  the  top  to  fall— Dave  says  it  seemed  to  him 
as  il  the  poor  sold  was  live  minutes  coming  down— he  fell  on  his 
back— is  still  living— 

My  letter  is  unsatisfactory  but  I  am  not  able  to  do  any  better— 

1  Mary  linker. 

-  Mary  Stuart  Turner. 

3  Looe  linker's  daughter,  F.li/a,  married  Samuel  Walker  of  New  Orleans.  Mrs. 
Walker  was  William  Baker’s  sister. 


TO  KATE  STUART  BAKER1 

1  don’t  know,  my  dear  Sister,  if  I  best  write  or  not— Dr  says  those 
7  devils  have  come  into  me  again,  he  had  thought  they  were  gone 
forever,  but  I  tell  him,  no,  I  fear  they  will  never  entirely  depart, 
while  I  am  in  the  flesh— but  O  Kate,  1  do  not  want  to  murmur  or  be 
wicked,  but  it  is  hard  at  my  time  of  life  (40)  to  live  as  1  must— What 
the  Dr.  is  so  glad  he  is  ordered  here-  for,  I  can  not  tell— To  be  sure, 
I  wotdd  rather  be  here,  than  at  the  new  posts,  where  they  have  noth- 
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ing  bill  tents  to  live  in,  but  I  think  we  have  knocked  round  enousrh, 

O  9 

to  have  a  post  out  of  Texas— Our  house  is  made  of  loirs  with  bi<r 
lumps  of  plaster  between— no  ceiling  but  a  cotton  top,  which  sags, 
&  as  the  wind  blows,  you  would  think  we  were  at  sea— Well,  we  have 
two  rooms,  as  large  as  your  green  room— &  a  shed  room  off,  that  is 
soaked  with  water,  when  it  rains— Our  kitchen  is  of  logs— wit  It  a 
dirt  floor— no  people  round,  but  a  very  few  families,  about  the  class 
of  your  man  servant- 

in  our  Camp  we  will  have,  maybe,  80  men— 4  or  5  officers  &  one 
lady  Sj  e>  children,  the  lady  is  Mrs.  Maj.  Sibley,3  she  was  one  ol  the 
Kendal  girls,  at  Governors  Island— No  church,  no  school,  no  nothing 
—Now  il  I  am  wrong  not  to  be  very  happy,  I  am  sorry.  1  am  thankful 
that  we  are  no  worse  oil— but  O,  I  never  could  feel  satisfied  to  live  so 
—We  have  not  much,  but  where  we  are  to  put  even  what  we  have, 
I  can  not  imagine— Our  poor  children  have  no  advantages  in  any 
way— Mow  they  are  to  come  up,  I  can  not  tell— on  their  account  I 
feel  most  sadly—  Then  I  need  all  the  help  I  can  get  to  fit  myself  for 
an  other  Sc  better  world,  but  all  such  helps  are  cut  oil— ()  that  we 
could  get  to  one  of  these  Army  Assylums  or  Northern  posts— 

I  feel  at  times  tempted  strongly  to  say— resign— &:  1  know  Dr  would 
—We  could  go  to  a  great  many  N.  E.  towns  where  we  could  live  on 
what  we  have,  &  live  better  than  we  do  now  So  educate  our  children— 
I  try  to  teach  them  &  do  pretty  well— but,  then  they  are  learning  no 
system  or  order— or  in  fact  anything— Dr.  says,  send  for  A.  Davis— 
but,  I  tell  him  we  are  not  formal  or  strait  laced  enough  to  have  a 
stranger  about  all  the  time— Kitty  was  going  to  as  good  a  school  in 
Austin  as  you  have  in  Morristown  or  any  where  else— now  that  must 
stop— but  1  had  better  slop  too. 

Do  write  us  good  long  letters  &  make  us  happy  thereby— for  /  need 
all  the  comfort  I  can  get— Sc  more  too— If  we  were  doing  any  good 
here,  I  could  feel  better— I  shall  try  &  get  up  a  Sunday  school,  that 
1  may  not  feel  that  1  am  living  for  nothing— perhaps  after  1  get  all 
my  duds  slowed  away  I  shall  feel  better,  hope  so.  One  good  thing, 
I  cannot  feel  badly  very  long.— 

You  may  thank  your  stars,  that  you  are  not  in  the  Army,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  Texas— it  is  a  hard  life,  at  the  New  Posts,  all  the  build- 
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ings  must  go  up  before  the  olliccrs,  they  have  no  shade,  no  anything, 
live  in  tents,  1  am  glad  1  am  better  oil  than  they— Well  1  have 
grumbled  enough,  &  I  doubt  not  you  are  sick  of  me  &  it,  but  it  does 
me  good  to  spit  it  out  once  in  a  while— 1  will  do  all  1  can  to  teach  & 
get  the  children  taught— but  I  fear  it  will  be  but  little—  Bob  shall  be 
a  Texas  farmer4— he  prefers  that  sort  of  life— 1  had  hoped  he  would 
be  a  minister— 

Much  love  to  Mr.  baker  &  the  children— Deal  little  Bess— can  she 
be  big  &:  old  enough  to  study  music?— I  believe  1  love  her,  because 
you  all  abused  her— but  I  love  them  all— dear  little  lsza,5  will  always 
be  dear  to  me— she  will  seem  like  precious  little  Kan  &  then  those  two 
blessed  ones'1  loved  her  so  much,  the  last  thing  he  ever  playfully 
noticed  was  her,  asleep.  Mary  will  be  smart  I  know— &  will  look  & 
act  like  you— She  is  more  like  you  than  any  ol  them  Master  Tone 
I  don’t  know— maybe,  would  love  him  if  1  knew  him 

[  Mary  St  uai  t  Tin  net  ] 


1  ( )i  i^inal  letter  owned  by  lTi/aluth  Dimsinooi  Clai  k.  To  kale  Si  ten  i  H.iki  i . 

-  Man  It  ii,  1 8r,y  Dr.  T  in  iici  ai rived  at  loi  i  Croatian,  Texas. 

3  Brevet  Major  Henry  II.  Sibley,  of  Company  I,  and  Dtagomis,  arrived  at  Fort 
Cro^lian  August  3,  i8r,a,  and  was  stationed  there  until  April  1  j,  i«S-,j 
1  Hob  Turner  later  became  a  physuiau,  like  his  lather. 

■"*  Kli/a  Warded  Baker. 

<!  The  two  little  ones  who  had  died  at  Morristown:  kale’s  “1  a  tiny "  and 
Mary’s  little  “Tommy." 


Aug.  1G,  1852 

Dear  Son— 

I  have  had,  and  still  have,  so  much  of  hard  head  ache,  that  1  almost 
despair  of  sitting  down  with  the  hope  of  writing  a  letter,  it  allects 
my  nerves  very  much— 

Sarah’s  dear  little  Sarah  has  been  very  ill  with  dysentery,  but  we 
hope  she  is  better— 

19th.  Yesterday  my  heart  was  gladened  by  K’s  letter ,  yet  troubled 
to  hear  of  the  Baby  still  being  troubled.  I  am  truly  sorry  to  hear  ol 
poor  Mrs  DeCamp’s  sorrow— Wc  all  have  reason  to  dread  the 
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Whooping-  Cough— bul  wc  can  all  leave  our  precious  little  1  aunb,  in 
the  hands  ol  1  lim  who  docth  all  things  well,  and  do  our  best— I  am 
thanklul  that  the  others  keep  so  well— 

As  soon  as  I  can  write  satisfactorily,  tell  Kate  with  my  love  that 
she  shall  have  a  letter— I  am  free  from  head  ache  a!  night  Sc  feel  well 
enough,  &  then  1  can  not  see  well  to  write— It  is  now  ten  O’Clock 
P.M.— 

1  do  not  know  whether  the  enclosed  are  worth  sending,  but  1  feel 
happier  when  I  have  rolled  all  on  you— Please  send  them  back  with 
Driggs  Papers— &  let  me  know  if  I  must  answer  this  Quebec  one,— 
&  please  send  me  a  sketch  of  what  to  say— Is  it  necessary  to  say  any 
thing  to  Uncle  about  it— 

l  had  a  visit  Irom  Mrs  Jones— M iss  Sheldon  &:  Malan  Ogden  a  few 
evenings  since— enquired  particularly  for  K— 

1  must  stop,  with  much  love  to  you,  from 

Your  All t.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Do  send  me  my  A/C— with  the  three  last  Hooks  of  Chalmers 
incl  tided 


Port  Richmond  Aug.  noth,  i yj> 

My  dear  Kate, 

)  on  are  unusually  silent  now!  1  hope  nothing  goes  wrong  with 
you!  Are  all  your  children  well?  Arc  you  well  yourself?  And  how  is 
your  husband?  I  Iere  is  a  string  ol  questions— and  lest  you  may  won¬ 
der  how  it  fares  with  me,  J  will  tell  you  in  the  beginning.  Dear  little 
Fanny  has  been  pretty  well,  but  yesterday  1  noticed  she  was  begin¬ 
ning  to  droop  again.  Last  night  I  did  not  sleep  half  an  hour,  for  she 
was  restless  and  feverish.  This  morning  she  is  very  languid,  and  I 
am  afraid  she  is  going  to  have  another  siege.  But  I  hope  not,  It  is 
hard  to  see  her  suffer.  I  wish  John  ivas  here.  In  addition  to  all  else. 
I  am  very  uneasy  about  him.  I  fear  he  will  not  soon  recover  from 
that  cold  he  had  when  he  last  wrote,  lie  will  insist  upon  exposing 
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himscll  by  keeping  his  night-watch  when  he  is  not  in  a  condition 
to  do  so.  I  do  hope  the  physician  &:  Captain  will  keep  him  within 
hounds.  I  low  does  poor  Mrs.  Radiord  leel?  I  pity  her  most  sincerely. 
What  a  shock  is  in  store  lor  her  husband! 

Were  you  not  astonished  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Adams?  I 
presume  Mother  wrote  you  about  it.  Sarah  Sibley  has  quite  a  charge. 
I  wonder  if  you  have  heard  a  piece  of  news  that  has  shocked  me  very 
much!  I  believe  I  mentioned  to  you  a  short  time  ago  that  the  olficers 
formerly  stationed  at  Detroit  had  been  ordered  to  California  & 
Oregon!  Capt.  Gore  &  his  wife  have  just  died  on  the  Isthmus,  leav¬ 
ing  their  little  babe  alone.  Their  oldest  child  the  boy,  that  you  have 
probably  seen,  died  too.  The  mortality  on  the  Isthmus  is  very  great. 
How  many  of  my  acquaintances  have  died  during  the  past  year. 
How  many  John  will  find  gone  from  their  places,  who  were  well 
when  he  left!  I  hope  he  will  be  permitted  to  return  safely! 

1  have  finished  John’s  dressing-gown,  and  a  very  handsome  one 
it  is  too,  although  1  say  it.  What  is  more  I  cut  it,  put  it  together,  and 
took  every  stitch  in  it  myself— which  is  quite  an  achievement  for  me, 
inasmuch  as  1  had  never  been  accustomed  to  making  any  garment, 
&  niy  parents  thought  1  could  not  do  it.  But  I  obtained  a  nice  pattei  n 
in  Brooklyn,  and  went  to  work.  I  have  succeeded  to  my  heart’s  con¬ 
tent.  I  am  anxious  now  not  exactly  to  see  it  on  John,  but  to  see  John 
in  it. 

I  wrote  to  Mary  a  few  days  since,  hoping  to  draw  out  an  explana¬ 
tion  of  her  silence— for  it  is  not  very  flattering  to  be  treated  with  such 
contempt  by  one  who  formerly  appeared  so  friendly,  and  by  one 
whom  I  like  as  well  as  Mary. 

By  the  by,  I  saw  my  Uncle  Horace  Field  on  Wednesday  who  knew 
you  at  West  Point.  He  was  a  singer  in  the  choir— they  used  to  meet 
at  Dr.  Turner's  to  practice,  and  you  played  for  them.  1  le  was  a  cadet 
at  the  time.  He  is  now  married  and  stationed  at  Portsmouth  New 
Hampshire.  His  wife  is  a  Baltimore  lady— a  niece  of  Commodore 
Shubrick. 

I  was  disappointed  in  not  receiving  a  letter  from  John  by  the 
last  Steamer.  He  was  to  leave  one  at  Valparaiso  to  come  by  the  mail 
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of  the  26th.  of  June!  Perhaps  the  next  Steamer  will  bring  it.  I  am 
obliged  to  live  ent  irely  on  hope  now-a-days. 

Kiss  your  children  lor  me— remember  me  kindly  to  your  husband, 
and  accept  much  love  dear  Kate  from 

Yr.  afft.  sister 

Lavinia. 


Detroit,  August  21,1 852 

Dearest  Kate— 

Ah  ho  it  is  late,  I  have  determined  to  begin  a  letter  to  you  hoping 
by  writing  a  little  every  evening,  I  should  in  a  few  days  finish  a 
letter  to  you— 

Today  I  deposiltcd  $250— 8c  Chkd  for  $90!!  This  Hill  surprized 
me,  it  was  Fairbourn  for  putting  up  the  Stoop  R:  putting  Iron  Rail¬ 
ing  around  it— 1  am  getting  afraid  even  of  Christians—/  know  that 
he  olfered  to  put  it  up,  &:  renew  all  that  wall  in  the  Area  for  your 
father  for  $50— 

23rd.  Our  City  is  all  excitement,  with  the  arrival  of  the  rescued 
from  the  ill  fated  “Atlantic’'1— I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  Capt. 
and  Mate  were  both  in  a  sound  sleep  from  having  indulged  too 
freely  in  iheir  supper—  Can  no  law  be  made  for  the  protection  of 
Travellers?  So  far,  there  are  none  among  them  whom  we  know— 
The  Steamer  Michigan  is  here-— Robert  appears  very  well— I  had 
a  conversation  with  Dr  Woods  about  him,  he  says,  “Mrs  S— you  have 
nothing  to  fear— R— is  as  straight  as  any  man  in  society,  8c  the  whole 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Steamer  are  an  example  to  any  young  man”— 
2  ph— When  1  write  you  that  I  am  not  well,  do  not  infer  that  1  am 
ill— for  1  am  about  the  house,  company,  8cc— 8c  I  am  sometimes 
prompted  to  say,  it  is  sheer  laziness— 

1  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter  of  the  10th  ins.—  Letters  from  my 
children,  are  now  the  oidy  pleasure  1  have,  my  life  is  filling  up  very 
uselessly,  I  can  not  say  that  I  have  any  enjoyment  as  a  Christian, 
Yet  I  dare  not  say  that  my  faith  fails— I  know  that  I  have  a  willingness 
that  my  Savior  shall  order  all  for  me  as  suits  him ,  8c  if  it  be  by  trials, 
1  pray  that  I  may  be  fitted  lor  them— 
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J  trust  that  your  dear  children  will  be  carried  through  thisdread- 
lul  season  ol  heat,  there  have  been  several  eases  of  Cholerea  in  Wind¬ 
sor,  principally  among- the  poor  I  ,a borers— Yesterday,  ’tis  said,  there 
weie  several  in  our  Cat)—  1  he  weather  is  oppressively  warm— Fruit 

&  vegetables  beginning  to  come  to  markel-we  must  expect 
sickness— 


1  am  ie«dly  sot  i  y  lor  t  he  disturbed  state  ol  the  churches  in  your 
town,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  not  better  than  to  be  as  we  are- 
<l(  ad,  twice  j)l\ickcd  uj >  by  the  roots.  1  here  does  not  seem  to  be  life 
enough  in  the  churches,  to  witness  lor  the  Gospel— 

Dear  Mr  Baker,  will  be  rewarded  for  his  jealousy  ol  the  honor  of 
(hrist— I  hope  that  little  struggling  band  may  relieve  a  Minister 
who  will  be  an  evangelical  one— how  sorrowful  that  Christ  should 
be  thus  wounded  in  the  house  of  his  friends! 


I  am  glad  that  you  will  have  Mrs  McRea  in  Morristown  -she  is  a 
kindled  Spirit — Where  is  Mrs  Morris?  Do  you  ever  hear  from  her? 

My  soul  feels  for  poor  Mrs  D.  &  Martha-1  am  glad  that  God  put 
it  in  your  heart  to  interest  me  in  them.  1  hey  seem  pci  lectl)  melan¬ 
choly  at  the  dark  prospect  before  them— The)  have  written  every 
where  &  got  friends  to  write,  for  Schools  or  Assistants,  &  all  effort 


lails—  1  is  hard,  when  one  is  able,  &  willing  to  work,  not  to  be  able 
to  find  it  to  do— Poor  things,  they  never  refer  to  their  former  cir¬ 


cumstances  in  life— 

Mrs  Scot’s  family,  too,  are  truly,  literally  starving— they  have  lost 
their  School— 


Mary  Sibley  sends  her  love  with  her  thanks  to  you  lor  your  kind 
rememberance  ol  her  in  her  hour  of  sorrow — 

You  ask  too  much,  when  you  ask  Whig  papers  to  commend  Dave, 
for  his  prosecuting  Ally:  duties,  &c— All  we  expect  or  ask  is,  that 
they  will  not  abuse  him— so  far  he  has  never  been  named  by  them  — 
And  Dave’s  own  organs  are  so  wild  in  his  praise,  that  /  think  they 
challenge  abuse  from  our  papers— I  wish  both  sides  would  write 
more  from  principle  &  leave  private  character— It  is  universally 
thought  that  he  will  be  elected— God  rules  all— 

Mow  thankful  I  am  that  you  are  so  blest  in  your  Nurse!  Mow 
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came  Mrs  Church  to  give  her  up?  I  trust  you  may  keep  her -1  fear 
my  trouble  is  beginning— Dora  is  to  be  married  in  three  weeks -1 
(head  the  trial— I  think  with  you,  that  “Protestant  Mistresses  have 
a  work  to  do  among  the  Catholics”,  but  who  is  sullicient  lor  these 
things?  Our  holliest,  wisest  Missionaries  say  ’t is  easier  to  go  to  the 


I  leathern  than  to  the  Catholics— 

Your  rec  ipe  lor  corn  bread  is  most  delightful— 

It  is  long  since  1  heard  from  poor  Lavinia— Always  let  me  know 
what  you  know  of  her— 

Uncle  is  well,  sitting  beside  me,  wishes  1  i is  best  love  sent  to  you 
all— Mrs  1)—  &  Martha  send  their  kind  regards  to  you  8c  Mr  IV- 

Sarah’s  Babe  is  better— I  lave  her  family  gone  to  Morristown? 

Mi  Lctlyard  and  Li/./y  have  gone  to  the  K.  for  his  health,  he  is  a 
great  si  ill  ere  r  with  inllam.  Rheumatism— Mrs  L.  8c  family  in  Mkna.— 

Poor  W  illie  ( Irey  is  truly  ruled  by  his  beautiful  Mother  in  Law- 
Jane  with  her  husband  &  Mrs  Whiting,  are  in  Mrs  Whitings  estab¬ 
lishment  in  Washington— Where  she  and  Mary  were  from  late  in 
July,  r,  i .  to  ist  July,  ’51*,  &  it  is  nearly  two  weeks  since  she  carried 
poor  W'il lie’s  Wife  and  Babe  oil  again  to  Mkna  where  she  now  is!!  - 

II  1  were  he,  1  would  slop  her  career— 

I  lave  clear  Mary  8:  Bessie  read  the  accounts  of  the  Steamer?  Two 
beautiful  incidents  arc  related  of  two  sweet  children— one  a  little 
git  1  ol  |  years  old,  was  asked  how  it  was  possible  for  her  to  have  been 
saved,  “Oh”,  said  she,  “Cod  saved  me,  1  asked  him  to,  &:  he  did”.— 
Oh,  what  a  lesson  of  faith  we  have  here— Tell  my  blessed  children, 
this  precious  child  honored  her  Godly  Mother,  who  no  doubt  is 
praising  her  Savior  in  Heaven,  whose  protection  was  so  manifest  in 
the  preservation  of  her  sweet  child— Oh,  what  encouragement,  to 
teach  infant  hearts,  &  infant  lips,  to  love  8c  trust  so  good  a  Savior! 

A11  other  sweet  little  Boy  was  hanging  to  a  rope  (he  was  only  7 
years  old)  &:  was  heard  by  a  gentleman  to  say,  “Oh,  1  wish  my  Papa 
would  come  8c  help  me,  I  am  so  tired!!”  The  noble  man  who  heard 
him,  grasped  him  8:  with  much  fatigue  held  him  above  water,  ’til 
becoming  wearied,  said  so,  to  an  other  from  whom  he  hoped  for 
help— The  sweet  little  fellow  hearing  it,  said  “Let  me  go,  Sir,  8c  save 
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yourself”-' The  dear  Boy  was  saved— Keep  their  dependence  on  God 
forever  before  your  children  s  mind — Every  sue  h  incident  is  encour¬ 
agement  to  persevere— 

I  have  just  recieved  a  letter  from  poor  Lavinia,  she  and  child  are 
well— 

My  love  to  Mr  B— tell  him  I  am  almost  sorry  that  there  is  not 
business  to  write  about— Every  evening  when  John  comes  from  the 
lhO.  and  says  no  letter,  I  am  disappointed— 

Kiss  my  blessed  children,  with  much  love  for  yourself,  from  your 

A II t .  Mother 

E.E.S. 

1  On  Friday,  August  no,  185?  a  frightful  collision  occurred  between  2  and  3  o’clock 
in  the  morning  between  the  steamer  Atlantic  and  the  propeller  Odgciisbuig,  about 
six  miles  above  Long  l’oint,  Lake  Lrie.  I  here  were  about  i.-o  cabin  passengers  and 
some  jaG  deck  passengers,  most  of  the  latter  being  emigrants,  aboard  the  Atlantic. 
I  he  estimated  loss  of  life  was  131.  The  survivors  were  taken  to  Frio. 

-  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  was  stationed  on  U.S.S.  Michigan. 


Detroit,  Aug.  30,  1852 

Dearest  K— 

1  recieved  a  letter  on  Saturday  from  Mr  B— which  has  really 
pained  me— In  a  former  one  of  mine,  I  asked  him  to  let  me  know 
how  much  I  owed  him,  lie  sends  me  word  that  I  owe  him  nothing— 
Now  dear  K,  for  my  life,  I  can  not  specify,  but  I  know  that  I  have 
written  to  you  from  time  to  time  to  get  things  8c  ch  them  to  me,  for 
instance,  something  for  Mary’s  Texas  Box— Books  for  you  8c  for  the 
children,  as  from  time  to  time  I  would  think  of  any  thing,  but  they 
have  escaped  my  mind— Now,  1  could  get  every  thing  here— but  it 
would  cost  more  than  the  express  ch.  8c  then  you  not  suited  as  you 
would  suit  yourself— 

If  you  have  not  got  it,  I  wish  you  would  get  for  me,  a  long  piece  of 
Huckabeck,1  which  used  to  run  from  36  to  40  yards,  cut  it  in  two, 
keep  half  yourself,  and  send  me  by  John  the  other  half— 

Ere  this  you  have  all  the  A/c  of  the  ill  fated  Atlantic,  poor  Mrs 
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Whitings  only  sister,  Mrs  Mark,  was  lost-hcr  body  was  found  & 
buried  in  Erie— 

My  heart  aches  for  poor  Mrs  D.  &  Martha— There  seems  to  be  no 
opening  lor  them— God  will  take  care  of  them— He  will  not  desert 
those  who  trust  in  him— 

\\rc  have  had  a  most  interesting  visit  from  a  Syrian  Christian— 
the  son  ol  the  celebrated  Wcrtabed,1'  with  whose  conversion  k:  career 
ol  course  you  are  familiar— the  first  fruits  of  our  Missionaries  Labors 

in  Syria - lie  was  an  Archbishop  in  the - 3  Church— A 

Man  ol  great  learning  k:  wealth — k rom  reading  the  Missionary 
Herald,4  you  remember  all  about  him— He  is  dead,  but  his  three 
surviving  children  are  all  active  devoted  Christians,  the  eldest  Son, 
a  Minister— He  has  created  cjuite  a  Missionary  Spirit  among  us— 

Poor  Dave  is  occupied  constantly  with  his  election— I  hope  lie 
will  be  successful,  but  I  think  be  earnestly  wishes  himself  out  of  it— 
1  wi  ite  less  to  you  than  1  could  write,  but  1  am  so  constantly  afflicted 
with  a  dull  bead  ache,  that  it  unfits  me  for  every  thing— a  heavy 
pressure  on  my  brain  makes  me  stupid— Now  from  this ,  do  not 
innnagine  me  ill,  I  am  not— I  never  lie  down  for  it,  nor  miss  a  meal 
—but  it  makes  me  indolent— 

My  love  to  my  sweet  children— Oh,  how  much  I  wish  to  sec  them 
— 1  am  rejoiced  to  hear  that  dear  “Looly”  is  getting  better— I  trust 
it  may  please  God  to  leave  him  with  us,  but  let  us  learn  to  feel,  that 
His,  k:  not  our  will  is  best— 


My,  my  dear  Son— 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  there  are  three  additional  Vols.  of  Chal¬ 
mers— please  get  them,  &  chg  them  to  me— I  knew  you  would  be 
pleased  with  them— Oh,  he  was  a  great  man— And  I  guess  you  will 
after  a  while  begin  to  consider  her  his  Millenium  news— Will  you 
get  &  add  it  to  your  Library  &  ch  me— A  Duodecimo  Vol.  of  “Bryant 
on  the  Millenium”— I  believe  this  is  the  title,  at  any  rate  it  is  as  near 
as  “Alive  or  dead”— Carter  can  rectify  my  mistakes— I  think  the  work 
will  interest  you— At  any  rate,  it  will  be  material  for  your  investigat- 
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ing  mind  with  ability  to  Search  the  Scriptures  “to  see  il  these  things 
be  so”— 

1  am  always  delighted  when  l  hear  that  you  are  going  to  have  or 
have  had  a  visit  from  your  lather— 1  hey  are  among  your  K  Kate’s 
green  spots— 

On  Sat.  1  hat  Indian  boy,  Richard,  came  to  see  me — lie  will  (he 
says)  K*  I  think  he  is  right — be  lit  years  old  in  Oct.  I  le  is  anxious  to 
know  how  much  money  will  be  coming  to  him— I  have  promised  as 
soon  as  I  can  hear  from  you  to  let  him  know— Will  you  be  kind 
enough  to  make  out  his  a/c— &  let  me  know— I  copy  from  book— but 
cannot  add  Ini. 


May  20- 

—  1  0  amt  pd  Mrs.  Allen  board  from  \ ug.  1 ,  ’  j  j  10  \ug.  1 

-  ’3 r.  $30. 

1 83d 

Aug.  t 

Do.  pd  Mrs.  Campbell  to  this  date 

'^7 

Aug.  1 

l)o.  pd.  Mis.  Davenport - 

S»o. 

1  8 8 

Oct.  1 

Passage  fioin  Mkna  to  Detroit 

S  5- 

1  s:s!) 

Pd.  for  Letters  Guardianship 

$  1- 

1 8  j  1 

March  15 

by  allowance  Irotn  Ottawa  Chippewa  1  natty 

s,j 

I  le  wants  to  settle  himself  on  some  1  .aud¬ 
it  is  very  late  at  night  &:  1  must  stop— With  muc  h  love  to  you,  my 
dear.  Kind  Son,  ever  believe  me, 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Do  excuse  my  writing— 1  cannot  do  any  better,  il  1  say  all  I  wish. 

1  Huckaback  is  a  heavy  linen  with  special  weave— used  for  towels. 

"  1  hree  Armenian  ecclesiastics  were  among  the  first-fruits  of  the  Mission  to  Syria. 
Two  were  bishops,  and  the  other,  Gregory  Wortabet,  was  a  distinguished  preacher. 
;1  Probably  intended  for  Armenian. 

•‘  t  he  Missionary  Herald  was  a  Congregational  paper,  but  the  Congrcgationalists 
cooperated  very  closely  with  the  Presbyterians. 
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Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  Sept,  jtli,  185.2 


1  cannot  remember  1'roni  time  to  time  what  1  write,  therelore 
excuse  me  lor  repetition— 

Did  J  tell  you  that  J  pd.  D. 1 1. Mining  Com.  $ioy?~That  I  De- 
positted  in  bank  Stowe’s  $200— Gotheal’s  Chk  Cor  .576.0  4— To  mor¬ 
row  1  shall  c  hk  lor  $200  to  pay  R.R.  Instalments  lor  Aug.  &  Sept. 

May  1  send  down  by  Mrs  Davis  the  Books?  And  Beg  you  once 
nii'it’  to  straighten  them  out — You  have  enough  to  vex  you  in  my 
stupidity,  but  1  believe,  once  they  are  put  right,  now  1  can  keep  them 
right—  kora  longtime  I  could  not  concieve  the  useol  the  small  Book, 
and  every  thing  was  imersed  in  Egyptian  darkness,  I  asked  no  in¬ 
stitution  because  1  thought  mysell  incapable  ol'  understanding  it— 
1  hey  can  be  sent  back  by  John,  hoping  lor  his  sale  return— 

I  o  day  1  saw  C.  A.  1  rowbridge,  who  promised  to  deposite  to 
my  Cr.  his  first  Int.  $200— And  Wctinorc’s  Bill  for  Gass  Sec  was 
presented,  .5120,  for  which  1  chkd— Poor,  poor  Man— trusting  to 
fail  bourn  being  a  Christian,  Sc  a  Scotchman— Sc  George  Porter  rec¬ 


ommending  him  as  a  faithl nil  man-1  Celt  sale— He  brought  in  his 
Bill  lor  Stoop,  Iron  Rail,  See— New  Steps  (wood)— to  the  Kitchen 
Steps,  some  slight  repairs  to  Chimney— &  cracks  in  House,  $<)o! 
Among  the  papers  1  find  his  own  proposal  to  take  down  &  put  up 
Stoop  and  put  one  new  Step— tear  down  &  rebuild  Area,  S’ 50/  I  said 
nothing,  pd  his  Bill,  Sc  thought,  I  will  keep  out  ol  Mechanics  hands, 
as  rigidly  as  out  ol  1  .awyers— 

You  never  answered  my  questions  about  Park  Prop.  1  told  you 
I  Iyde  said  he  would  like  to  purchase— Is  it  best  to  sell?  IC  so,  for  how 
much?  Properly  is  rising  Cast  in  Dct.  R:  that  is  going  to  be  a  beautiful 
part  ol  the  City- 

Poor  Squires  has  been  to  the  verge  oC  the  Grave  at  the  Biddle 
I  louse—  1  he  crisis  is  past,  Sc  it  is  believed  that  he  will  recover — 

Poor  Mrs  Kingsberry  is  still  confined  to  her  room— can  begin  to 
use  her  hands— her  legs  Sc  leet  still  useless— 

Poor  Gordon  Hubbard  on  his  zoay  home,  died  of  Cholerea  at 
Sandusky— It  is  raging  dreadfully  in  Buffalo— We,  so  Car,  by  the 
blessing  ol  God,  as  a  City,  never  were  healthier— 
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All  parties  say  Dave  will  be  elected— I  trust  it  will  eventuate  for 
the  best— 

Always  remember  me  to  your  family  in  B.  Street— My  love  to  K— 
&  much  with  a  kiss  for  each  of  my  precious  children— 

With  much  love  to  yon  &  daily  prayer  that  you  may  be  unre¬ 
servedly  Christ’s  &  make  an  open  consecration  ol  yourself  to  his 
service,  is  the  daily  prayer  of 

Your  Affl.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Port-Richmond  Sept.  .jth.  18511. 

My  dear  Kate, 

I  received  your  note  in  due  course  oi  mail,  &:  was  glad  to  learn 
you  were  all  well.  I  can  say  the  same  now,  although  our  little  Fanny 
has  been  quite  ill  again  with  an  affection  of  the  lungs.  Do  you  not 
remember  I  told  you  sometime  ago  that  she  had  a  singular  cough, 
and  that  occasionally  I  perceived  a  hoarseness  about  her  voice:  Dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  of  last  week  her  lungs  were  very  much  oppressed,  so 
that  her  breathing  was  quite  labored.  I  am  afraid  she  is  going  to  be 
subject  to  such  affections:  I  lear  there  is  a  predisposition  to  them. 
1  do  hope  however  she  will  be  well  now.  I  should  be  sorry  to  have 
John  find  her  sick. 

With  regard  to  Major  Gore,  I  think  my  information  must  have 
been  incorrect  although  it  came  in  a  private  letter  from  the  Isthmus. 
The  papers  say  “Major  Gore  Sc  his  wife  are  well”.  Bell  (kiss  (whom 
I  met  unexpectedly  the  other  day)  said  that  Mrs.  Gore  did  not  go 
with  her  husband— and  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  f  saw  in  the  “Ex¬ 
press”  that  Mrs.  Gore  was  at  the  Irving  House.  Bell  (kiss  also  told 
me  that  Lieut.  Henry  resigned  when  his  regiment  was  ordered  away, 
&  that  he  is  engaged  to  Mary  McCoskey.  1  mentioned  to  you  that 
little  Floyd-Jones  had  married  Jessie  Whitney.  The  marriage  took 
place  after  Floyd-Jones  had  received  his  orders,  with  the  express 
understanding  that  she  was  to  accompany  him  to  California— all  the 
preparations  had  been  made— everything  packed— her  friends  ac¬ 
companied  them  to  New-York  to  see  them  off— all  bid  her  a  final 
farewell  on  Sunday  night,  as  she  was  to  sail  early  on  Monday  morn- 
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ing!  But  strange  to  say,  she  found  out  in  the  course  of  the  night  that 
the  vessel  was  not  sea-worthy,  and  in  the  morning  she  informed  her 
friends  she  was  not  willing  to  trust  herself  in  it.  She  therefore  let  her 
husband  go  without  her,  and  she  returned  to  Rochester— putting 
all  at  their  wits’  ends  to  divine  the  cause.  Various  surmises  &  con¬ 
jectures  were  started  both  there  Sj  in  Detroit,  as  to  the  why  &  whe re¬ 
lore.  It  is  a  funny  affair.  Do  you  not  think  so? 

By  the  l>y,  Fanny  has  a  tooth!  A  great,  event!  You  can  have  no  idea 
how  that  child  is  petted. 

Mother  R:  my  Uncle  start  on  Monday  to  visit  Grandmother.  I  sup¬ 
pose  they  will  he  absent  ten  days  or  a  foi  might. 

1  do  not  believe  John  will  he  here  before  the  ist.  of  October. 
I  have  been  disappointed  again.  I  thought  I  should  surely  have  a 
letter  by  the  last  Steamer,  but  it  did  not  come.  When  does  Mrs. 
Radford  expect  to  see  her  husband? 

You  say  Kate  Benson  apologized  for  not  having  been  to  see  me! 
1  hat  was  not  worth  while!  My  feelings  have  not  been  in  the  least 
degree  wounded  by  her  neglect.  1  only  hope  site  will  not  execute  her 
threat  to  come  before  John  returns.  I  beg  to  he  spared  the  infliction. 

What  a  lovely  day  this  is!  I  wonder  if  you  had  thunder  showers 
last  night!  bite  lightning  was  terrific  here.  Yesterday  was  an  exces¬ 
sively  warm  day. 

I  was  told  a  day  or  two  since  that  the  cholera  was  raging  fearfully 
in  our  western  towns  and  cities— that  130  were  buried  in  one  day  in 
Buffalo— that  mortality  was  equally  great  in  Rochester— also  that  in 
Albany  seven  were  seen  carried  out  of  one  house.  Now  can  all  this 
he  possible  when  the  daily  papers  are  so  silent  on  the  subject,  &  at 
tlie  farthest  mention  only  a  few  scattering  cases!  The  collision  on 
Lake  Erie  was  truly  awful!  These  tilings  have  so  intimidated  me, 
that  I  almost  dread  crossing  the  Lake  this  fall.  Public  carriers  have 
become  so  reckless  of  human  life,  that  no  one  can  tell  to  what  extent 
it  may  he  run.  No  one  seems  safe.  1  am  at  the  end  of  my  sheet,  and 
must  therefore  close.  I  hope  to  hear  from  you  again  soon. 

Give  my  love  with  kisses  to  your  children— regards  to  Mr.  Baker. 
Mother  Sc  Sisters  desire  to  be  remembered  to  you. 


Lavinia. 
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Dear  Son— 


Del  roil,  Sept.  (i,  i  852 


I  od  ay  I  reed  a  letter  I  min  Poor  Bob— He  is  ordered  to  the  Medit- 
1 c 1 .11 )  1*111,  8:  l h inks  that  1*,1  len  will  go  also,  winch  1  // / g// ly  (iJ)pyojui — 
Silt.  1  1  ecieved  a  long' letter  I rom  MrsStnan  Irom  Washington — 
She  &  the  Coin  had  begun  a  Summer  Travel— to  Nowpoi  t— Saratoga 
—Niagara  &c  &  begun  by  a  visit  to  their  Friends  in  Wash.  Found  Mrs 


Cedncy  on  the  eve  ol  departure  to  Virginia  Springs— Coin.  Darned 
being  very  ill,  Coin.  Stuart  was  detained  to  fill  Coin.  L’s  place,  in 
the  meantime,  Mrs  Stuart  s  brother,  who  had  been  in  wretched 
health,  became  violently  ill,  the  Coin,  soon  got  a  celebrated  Physi¬ 
cian  lrom  Baltimore  to  see  him,  who  pronounced  it  cancer  ol  a  most 
malignant  nature!!  that  he  might  live  one  month,  K:  might  die  in 
two  days  She  seems  horror  stricken — this  frustrated  .ill  their  plans; 
they  have,  lor  his  sake,  gone  to  housekeeping  and  devote  all  their 
time  to  him— She  says  “A  Minister  visits  him  twice  a  day,  &  he  ex¬ 
presses  a  hope  that  his  sins  are  Forgiven,  but  oh,  dear  Mrs  Stuart,  the 
loathsomeness  ol  the  disease  cannot  be  immagined— the  smell  ol  the 
room  is  so  ollensive  that  you  are  made  sick  by  staying  any  length  ol 
time  in  it,  Sc  the  poor  lellow  is  sensible  ol  it  ’!! —  Surel\  Cod  seems 
to  be  shewing  Coin.  Stuart  Fai  th’s  possessions  in  all  its  Forms,  he 
will  have  no  excuse— Truly  he  knows  his  Master’s  will  &  does  it  not— 
Poor  Mrs  1).  leaves  today  Jk  will  leave  Martha  here,  until  she  can 
hnd  a  place  lor  her— My  soul  is  pained  For  them— She  appears  very 
well— No  murmur  ever  escapes  her— No  retrospective  view  ol  life— 
rather  a  perfect  acquiescence  in  Cod’s  will— 1  hope  she  will  succ  eed 
—I  must  explain  how  she  came  to  be  with  me— K— writes,  "Mr  B— 
says,  1  brought  you  into  Mrs  D— &c”— She  was  invited  by  a  Friend 
at  Royal  Oak,  to  spend  the  summer  with  her,  &  went  there— 1,  judg¬ 
ing  her  by  inyselF,  if  I  had  the  same  sorrow  oF  heart,  I  would  love  to 
have  Kate  to  talk  it  over  to,  &  with,  Sc  upon  our  blessed  Master’s 
principles,  “Whatsoever  ye  would  that  others  would  do  to  you,”  &c 
I  told  her  that  she  must  make  a  short  visit  in  the  Country  Sc  finish 
the  time  with  me— &  the  happiness,  rest  &  peace  which  she  has  had 
with  me,  &  which  she  strongly  manifests,  amply  compensates  me  For 
what  1  i L 1 1 e  1  have  clone— 
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STUART  LETTERS  1(>.; 

Oh  dear  Son,  we  live  in  a  world  of  sorrow— Poor  Mrs  1  Iulbert,  on 
breaking-  up  housekeeping,  was  invited  by  Mrs  Cass  &  myself,  to 
come  with  her  family  8c  stay  with  us,  you  know  that  since  E’s  death, 
they  have  truly  sulfercd-Because  Mrs  Davis,  k  Martha,  &  Widow 
Burnet  s  Son,  were  with  me  (his  Mother  being  very  ill  with  dysen- 
tery  R;  carried  to  a  Iriend’s  house)  Mrs  1  Iulbert  did  not  accept  in y 
in  \'  it  at  ion— but  M  is  Cass’s— Mrs  1 1.  Brown  then  invited  1  lenry  1  lul. 
to  stay  with  her— all  supposing  that  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  so. 
John  Schoolcraft  would  make  arrangement,  for  settlement— poor 
thing  was  lei t,  lor  now  two  months,  without  knowing  any  more 
what  was  to  become  of  her,  than  you  did— They  were  Tele,  that 
Cenl.  Cass  would  be  home,  the  next  day!!  Poor  Mrs  1 1.  had  been  put 
in  Cenl.  Cass’s  end  of  the  house,  consequently  she  had  to  pack  up, 
k  find  a  new  home,  which  she  did  in  the  Biddle  house.  Along  came 
her  eldest  Son,  lor  whom  Schoolc  raft  has  conceived  a  perfect  dislike, 
8c  will  do  nothing  lor  him— 1 1  ere,  then,  is  another  added  to  the  home¬ 
less,  pit  liable  family— She  came  to  me,  ,8c  asked  “if  1  lenry  could,  dine 
here,  as  he  was  going  to  Mr  Bacon’s  school”— I  read  the  rest— Mrs 
1 1.  1 1  Brown  had  also  invited  Edwin,  when  he  should  have  returned 
Irom  Sail  It,  to  make  her  house  his  home,  feeling  sure  it  would  only 
be  for  a  few  clays— Upon  all  this,  I  told  Mrs  I  Iulbert  to  send  I  lenry 
to  me,  8c  now  with  her  heart  breaking,  she  waits  the  command  of 
Mi  Schoolcral t— who  is  about  as  "slow  a  Stage”  as  Mr  Ferry  The 
day  before  Mrs  Stuart  wrote,  they  had  dined  at  Mrs  Fish’s.— 

Cholorea,  1  believe,  is  in  our  midst,  it  has  been  at  Windsor  three 
weeks— scarcely  day  passes,  when  we  count  less  than  live  to  six  fune¬ 
rals  pass— Yesterday  Irom  i  t  o’clock  A.M.  until  4  P.M.  we  counted 
four— 

Poor  Mrs  Truesdale’s  only  child,  a  line  healthy  beautiful  boy  of 
three  8c  hall  years  old,  went  with  his  Father  on  Saturday  to  Market- 
on  Sunday  until  1  1  A.M.  Played  with  his  usual  gaiety— when  sud¬ 
denly  he  was  seized  with  vomitting,  8c  in  four  hours  was  dead— A  fam¬ 
ily  Irom  Scotland  arrived,  who  had  a  very  tedious  Voyage— Sc  for  two 
weeks  were  allowanced  to  daily  one  biscuit  Sc  very  little  water— of 
course,  they  came  prepared  for  any  sorrowful  condition— The  day 
after  arrival  the  Father  of  five  children  was  taken  with  Cholora— in 
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STUA RT  LETTERS 


three  hours  was  dead— before  he  was  buried,  the  brother  to  whom 
he  came,  a  head  of  a  family,  was  seized  &  died  in  a  few  hours— then 
three  of  the  En.  children— in  all,  in  two  days  live  persons  from  the 
same  house— 

Poor  Dave  is  having  hard  times— Jackson,  from  where  he  expected 
a  large  Majority,  sware  vengeance  against  him— This  is  the  home, 
or  nest,  of  the  R.R.  Conspirators— They  say  their  comrades  are  suf¬ 
fering  imprisonment  unjustly— that  they  were  put  there  on  false 
oaths  See—  1  he  papers  handle  him  very  gently,  which  surprizes  me— 
I  thought  he  would  get  a  severe  scourging— 1 1 is  opponent  is  W.  A. 
Howard— You  do  not  know  him— Kate  will— he  used  to  be  forward 


in  the  Temp.  Cause  Sc  Abolition,  a  member  of  our  Chh.  Sat  opposite 
Judge  Conant’s  Pew1—!  am  surprized  to  find  Dave  lias  a  good  many 


warm  friends  among  the  Whigs— 

o  o 

Rove  to  K.  Sc  my  precious  children.  Tell  them  G  Ma  in  heat  t  kisses 
them  every  morning  Sc  prays  for  them  every  Moi  ning  &  N  iglu.  Unde 
is  in  line  health,  Sc  begs  “my  very  kind  regards  to  them  all.”  Accept 
dear  Son  the  love  of 


Yours  alft.  Mother 

E.E.S. 


1  Ju<^°  Shubael  Conant,  who  had  called  on  Mary  Sloan  Turnci  in  New  Haven 
in  1850. 


Detroit,  Sept.  9,  1 852. 

Dearest  K— 

I  thought  that  I  would  not  acknowledge  your  letter  of - date 

until  I  should  have  written  two  or  three,  which  would  require  more 
care  than  yours,  but  I  find  if  l  wait  fora  steady  hand  Sc  smooth  ideas, 
or  head,  they  would  never  come— so  I  shall  postpone  my  genteel  cor¬ 
respondence  until  I  am  able  to  write  legibly— When  that  will  be 
I  know  not.— 

Mr.  Ferry  spent  last  night  here,  came  late  Sc  left  Vi  past  seven,  so 
tell  Mr.  15.  not  one  word  of  business  occurred.  lie  was  on  his  way 
home  from  N.  York. 
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STUART  TETTERS 
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Porn  Mrs.  Davis,  filled  with  sorrow,  left  Yesterday.—  1  thank  you 
lor  being  the  means  of  my  comforting  or  aiding  one  of  God’s  weak, 
but.  Pittiable  children.  With  all  her  peculiarities  I  cannot  but  be¬ 
lieve  she  is  a  Christian.  If  I  had  my  dear  Mary  living  with  me.  1 
would  have  taken  in  my  family  a  German  lady  who  would  teach 
German  R:  Music  lor  her  board.—  She  was  very  anxious  to  get  such 
a  place. —  I  suppose  she  will  soon  be  snatched  up.— 

My  heart  aches  lor  Poor  Mary  I  timer— it  seems  that  her  children 
are  to  be  deprived  of  all  advantages  of  education.—  It  is  selfish  love 
in  a  parent.—  I  am  an  advocate  for  Mary  sticking  to  her  husband 
through  every  circumstance  of  life,  but  send  her  children  to  me- 
ller  lather  ordered  her  to  do  so  when  the  Doc.  went  to  California! 
Her  children  will  never  forgive  her. — 


Poor  Bob  is  oil  for  the  Meditteranean.  He  says  “Mr.  Cairns  will 
pay  Nell’s  expenses  out— they  shall  all  be  with  me.’’ 

1  lie  Cholera  is  certainly  in  our  midst,  yet  as  a  family  we  are  blest 
with  line  health. —  Sarah  s  sweet  little  Babe  is  getting  along.  1  wish 
you  could  see  her.  She  is  our  angel  Fan’s  ditto— looks  like  her— acts 

like  hei  that  same  cjuiet  sweet,  submissive  unobtrusive  manner. _ 

\  el  all  that  sensitiveness  that  prompted  the  tear  without  a  complaint 
because  “Mother  did  not  give  her  jelly— ”  Oh,  1  love  to  dwell  on  her 
it  is  one  of  the  few  things  of  Earth,  that  introduces  heaven  vividly 
to  my  heart.  She  never  seems  dead,  but  active  joyous,  in  “that  happy 
In  looking  over  Nov.  rents,  I  see  you  have  omitted  Hills  of  P.L. 
I  louse— down  in  my  Ticker  for  $853— 

My  writing  is  now  all  done  after  all  are  in  Bed-For  the  last  three 
days  in)  head  ache  has  ceased  &  were  it  not  for  Asthmatic  nights 
(not  bad)  about  as  when  I  was  in  Morristown,  I  would  be  uncom¬ 
monly  well— 

Land  lar  lar  away—’’  Shall  I  ever  see  it?  Oh  what  doubts  corrode  my 
life! 


Dear  Dear  Mr.  Baker,  God  will  bless  him  for  the  interest  lie  has 
manifested  in  that  little  Band  of  Christians,  because  lie  has  done  it 
lor  Christ’s  sake.  I  cannot  express  my  surprise  that  Christians  so 
enlightened  by  the  Spirit  of  God  as  they  all  are— do  not  see  that  the 
whole  system  of  Episcopacy  is  anti  Bible— God  never  meant  to  fasten 
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his  Children  in  a  straight  jackct-You  never  find  since  the  Birth  of 
Christ,  a  set  ol  Ministers  ora  Church  chained.  To  favor  this  example 
is  enough  to  teach  11s — without  any  experience.— -  1  low  terrible  lor 
souls  enlightened  by  the  Holy  Chost,  to  be  compelled,  perhaps 
iluough  a  life  time,  to  sit  under  the  1  caching  ol  an  unconverted 
i\  1 1  n  istei .  ( h  ,  foi  C  .on  vert  ed  M  in  islets  to  he  su  bjcct  to  1  in  cot  roc  1  t  ed 

Bishops!!  Infinite  wisdom  for  our  benefit  permits  R:  chooses  for  his 
Church  triumphant,  souls  from  every  denomination.  Were  there 
no  diversity  ol  opinion,  or  form  ol  Church  government,  I  am  per¬ 
suaded  that  in  a  little  while,  we  should  all  become  Heathen. —  For, 
where  the  love  of  Christ  in  our  souls  is  not  lively  enough  to  prompt 
us  to  search  the  Scriptures,  Our  love  for  sect  will  drive  us  to  it — if 
for  nothing  but  Victory.— 

J  here  is  some  learned  R:  popular  Lawyer  111  Buffalo — whose  wife 
is  a  very  bigotted  Episcopalian— a  member  of  the  Church.—  lie  sel¬ 
dom  goes  to  any  Church  but  for  controversy,  not  love,  is  a  great  Bible 
reader— One  day,  in  a  large  company— the  Subject  of  dcnominalism 
was  discussed— “Well  said  he,  It  is  a  subject  that  I  have  examined 
thoroughly  to  my  satisfaction,  &  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
the  Presbyterian  form  of  Church  Government  is  the  Gospel  form— 
and  my  Wife’s  Church  left  very  wisely  the  dead  Languages,  but  held 
on  toiler  Mother  Church.— 

Now  I  should  think  Christians,  who  were  so  spiritually  minded, 
and  so  grieved  at  the  wounds  given  to  Christ  in  the  house  of  his 
friends— would  not,  could  not  consent  to  submit  to  so  rigid  a  Mon- 
archy  as  the  Episcopal  Church  forms.—  Where  the  love  of  Christ 
fills  the  Soul,  a  jealousy  of  his  honor  will  exist,  R:  this  will  compel  us 
to  put  under  foot  all  forms,  all  creeds,  &  search  for  that,  or  as  near  it, 
which  Christ  R:  his  followers  instituted—  See  flint  sitting  on  the 
ground  surrounded  by  the  Multitude,  listening  to  him  Breach.— 
See  Paul  kneeling  by  the  Sea  Side,  praying  with  his  followers  as  he 
departed  from  them.—  In  all  things  1  think  next  to  the  Catholic 
Church  the  Episcopal  is  most  calculated  to  lull  Souls  to  sleep.— 
Not  their  doctrines,  but  their  forms  R:  Church  government.—  You 
may  take  a  very  large  portion  of  their  Congregations,  R:  the  doctrine 
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ol  regeneration— Total  Depravity,  R  true  nature  of  Baptism,  &  the 
Lord’s  Supper— is  totally  unknown  to  them.  Godliness,  and  very 
miu  li  ol  it,  is  in  the  Church— but  they  would  have  been  Godly  souls. 
out  (A  that  branch  ol  the  Church!  The  very  fact  of  their  unchurching 
such  a  large  body  of  Protestants  as  they  do,  shews  the  utter  darkness 
— Iv  1  (eel  as  l)r.  Aydlot  (whose  letter  1  enclose)  does  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject. —  1  le  was  one  ol  their  first  class  Ministers,  an  Englishman  1  be¬ 
lieve,  but  preeminently  holy.-  May  God’s  richest  blessing  be  with 
the  separated  Band,  &  guide  them,  to  the  light  R  Liberty,  R  fullness, 
R:  richness  ol  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and  then  whether  they  prefer 
Episcopal  oi  1  i  esbyt erian  or  any  Gospel  rule  ol  Church  government 
they  will  be  rewarded  by  enjoying  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth 
all  understanding.  — 

I  am  thanklul  that  you  have  made  a  permanent  arrangement  with 
youi  nuise.  I  o  have  your  mind  at  rest  on  that  subject  is  a  matter 
ol  thankfulness.  I  entered  with  all  my  heart  into  Mary’s  Mushroom 
scene.  I  could  see  her  with  Basket  in  hand,  rushing  off,  R  her  dear 
sisters  trying  to  keep  up  with  her.  Her  Grandfather  must  have  been 
delighted  with  them.  I  am  rejoiced  to  learn  that  Looly  is  getting 
better.  My  love  to  them  till  R  a  kiss. 

1  wish  Mr.  B.  would  go  to  Lockw’ood’s  in  Broadway  R  purchase 
lor  Bessie  a  French  Book  “Alphabet  dcs  Jeux  de  L’Enfance  Renlir- 
ment  Le  description  ties  Jeux  Amusants  et  ties  notions  instructions 

Par  I  Ieccjuart— also  an  amusing  one  lor  Mary  R 

Eliza. 

My  love  to  Mr.  Baker— thank  him  for  the  account  of  Richard 
Ferry.  Tell  him  1  must  omit  that  Orphan  Asylum  a/c.  Ask  him  how 
my  A/G  stands  in  Bank.— 

With  love  to  you  from 

Your  afft.  Mother 


E.E.S. 


Johanna  Taylor  no  doubt  is  consumptive.—  Yet  her  health  may  be 
much  improved  R  her  life  saved  by  change  ol  climate. 
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Detroit,  Sent.  1  1  Sr.ii 

Dear  Son— 

Your  favor  of  7th  ins.  I  have  just  rccieved.  'I  lie  trouble  with  the 
Hooks  is  that  they  have  not  been  added  up  since  1  was  at  Morris¬ 
town,  I  could  have  got  them  done  here,  by  paying  for  it,  but  1  shrink 
bom  laying  our  concerns  before  more,  than  already  (&  that  is  too 
many!)  know  them— Nothing,  (I  thought)  could  have  been  more 
quietly  transacted  than  the  reel  &:  investing  that  Brooklyn  Property 
—to  my  perfect  astonishment,  a  person  in  conversation  a  few  days 
since,  referred  to  my  beingvery  rich!  In  answer  to  which,  1  answered 
her  in  truth,  “Yes,  I  have  the  reputation  ol  being  very  rich,  but 
1  assure  you  I  have  not  the  means  of  meeting  half  the  demands  upon 
me,  nor  a  hundredth  part  of  what  1  should  like  to  do’’.— “Why, 
Mrs  S— I  heard  that  you  had  reed  of  your  own,  only  a  few  days  since, 
between  §7000  &:  $8000”!  Now,  how  did  she  know  it? 

Uncle  Alex’s  Interests  are  all  paid,  except  Sel kings  k  kerchivalls, 
which  Mr  Lyell  is  driving— He  thinks  kcrc.  will  soon  be  pd.  as  he 
at  last  has  got  that  long  anticipated  $5000  from  (bu  ret— 1  am  glad 
that  you  did  not  write  to  Lyell— he  is  faithful,  Xj  worrying  &:  was 
determined,  had  not  this  money  been  granted,  to  have  foreclosed— 
he  is  Scotch  &  a  good  deal  of  perception  in  him,  &:  were  you  to  write, 
he  might  think  that  I  was  misstating,  or  that  Untie  Alex  doubled 
his  honesty— What  he  did  has  always  troubled  me  i.e.  left  all  his 
Bonds  &  Mortgages  with  me  R:  as  they  fall  due,  I  sent  the  Bond  with 
A/c  Book  to  Lyell,  which  as  soon  as  collected,  arc  sent  back  to  me— 
1  send  the  Chks  on  Lyell,  which  pay  his  R.R.  Instal.  then  when  all 
has  been  done,  I  write  him  8:  keep  him  acquainted  with  progression 
—My  last  to  him,  1st,  Ins.  acquainted  him  with  all  being  pd,  except 
the  two  above  named,  which  Lyell  is  now  pushing  &  will  obtain, 
before  I  shall  write  again— Do  not  for  the  world  let  Mr  Lyell  know 
that,  that  fidget  wants  another  Cerberus  to  guard  his  interests— his 
being  absent,  I  suppose,  is  one  reason  of  the  tardiness,  but  from 
Lyell  they  will  soon  find  they  must  be  punctual— I  will  drive  Spell¬ 
man  80  Jessup,  k  if  they  do  not  pay,  they  shall  be  clui  10  pet  Intrest. 

And  now,  dearSon,  do  not  stare— I  am  discouraged— here  I  want 
two  Months  of  my  Year  being  out,  k  I  have  gone  I  know,  far  far 
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beyond  my  income— I  cannot  account  for  it— 1  practice  as  far  as  1 
am  able,  rigid  economy— 1  entertain  no  Company— but  lor  the  past 
year,  somehow  in  the  providence  of  God  I  have  for  the  most  part 
ol  the  time  a  very  large  lamily— I  have  had  unusual  calls— calls  that 
I  could  not  gel  away  Irom,  but  now  to  my  trouble:  by  the  ist  of  Oct. 
1  shall  have  that  Indian  Boy’s  money  to  pay,  my  Grocers  bill  for  two 


months— Ditto  Butchers  §ioo  R.R.  Instal.  which  1  shall  pay  with 
the  hundred  one  irom  Copeland,  but  how  am  1  going  to  meet  the 
other.-'  \\  hen  1  gave  that  $1000  to  the  Dutch  Chh.  1  thought  1  had 
in  Ih)k  § i ooo  more,  having  forgotten  the  $1000  I  put  out  for  the 
Doct.  ll  even  I  can  get  Richard  to  wail  until  the  middle  of  Novem. 
—Still  I  shall  be  in  trouble,  for  then  Driggs  will  be  coming  along— 
I  ruly  the  French  adage  is  mine!  ’  1  is  the  first  step  that  costs— 1  have 
come  to  a  settled  purpose— except  principal,  l  put  out  no  more 
Money  1  mean  to  give  to  each  of  my  children  $goo  a  year  &  then 
ascertain  (through  you)  to  a  cent  how  much  the  income  will  be  a 


month-then  from  every  month  lay  by  in  Bank  a  “ contingent  fund”! 
and  Sleep  easy;  if  my  contingent  fund  grows,  1  will  divide  it,  &  not 


put  out  any  more,  but  such  as  comes  in  Irom  Sales  of  Land,  Sec. 

I  am  glad  that  you  advocate  keeping  Del.  property— I  fear  that 
you  cannot  read  this,  but  I  cannot  do  any  better— 

1  send  you  today  Mr  Dullield’s  letters— Tell  K— with  my  best  love, 
that  'Charlie  Bessel’’  had  just  been  on  a  jaunt  of  pleasure  to  the 
Last  with  his  family,  Sc  Mrs  Hunt  at  Gratiut  with  Mrs  Trippler— 
She  had  come  home  to  be  ready  to  recieve  them— They,  however, 
got  home  belore  her— She  went  immediately  to  her  own  room  to 
take  oil  her  hat,  Sc  met  a  gentleman  in  the  Hall  who  said,  “IIow  is 
Mr  B— nowr”  On  being  told  she  had  not  seen  him,  having  just  got 
home,  “Oh,  then  he  is  still  alive!”  She  rushed  to  the  room  Sc  there 
he  lay  dying;  died  in  a  half  hour  from  her  arrival,  with  Cholorca, 
ill  four  hours! 

Boor  Squires  lies  ill  at  the  Biddle  house— he  may  live,  but  the 
Doctors  have  given  him  up— Mrs  S— has  been  with  him  all  the  time— 
They  have  now  sent  for  his  sisters,  Father  Sc  brothers— We  are  blessed 
in  being  able  to  say  we  are  all  well— 

My  best  love  to  my  dear  children— &  always  a  kiss  from  Grand 
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Ma— Kind  remcmberance  to  all  in  Bond  Street  —  &  much  love  lo  you, 
from 

Your  AfTt.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Oh,  do  systematize  my  operations  of  Oct.  &  Nov.  &  put.  me  in  a 
way  ol  getting  Money  k  1  promise  you,  to  get  in  no  more  such  dilli- 
cully — I  have  pd  my  Gass  hill— 1  believe  $130—!  cannot  lay  my  hand 
on  the  Bill— 


Detroit,  Sept.  15,  1 8.5 

Dear  Son— 

I  have  just  seen  Mr  (Can.  R.R.)  Walker,  who  said,  “Mrs  Stuart, 
in  a  lew  days  I  shall  call  on  you  for  your  signature  to  empower  a 
person  in  Can.  to  rccieve  your  certificates,  or  in  other  words,  to  give 
a  power  ol  Attorney— Quickly,  dear  son,  answer,  must  I  give  one? 
And  lor  Alex  Stuart?  I  thought  our  reciepts  when  all  pd.  were  our 
vouchers  for  a  certificate— I  know  nothing,  only  1  want  to  keep  all 
right- 

1  have  just  reed  a  letter  from  Ellen  wherein  she  says  She  shall  go 
to  Europe  with  Robert,  ol  which  I  am  very  glad  — 

Oh,  do  tell  me  how  I  am  to  pay  the  Oct.  call  for  Copper— 

Mads.  C.  H.  Stuart  &:  Grey  have  just  returned  from  Mkna,  where 
they  spent  the  summer— Madam  is  to  leave  to  morrow  &  meet  her 
husband  in  Buffalo,  them  e  to  Niagara,  'Toronto,  Monti  cal,  Quebec, 
home  via  Nahant,  Newport,  New  York— Washington— And  yet  he 
is  too  poor  to  pay  me— Is  there  no  way  of  compelling  payment?  I 
think  our  country  holds  out  inducements  for  dishonesty— 

My  love  to  K—&:  the  children— with  much  lor  yourself,  from  your 

Affectionate 

Mother, 

E.E.S. 

I  shall  he  thankful  if  John  is  permitted  to  come  home— 
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Detroit,  Sept.  i <),  18:32 

Dear  Son— 

()m  Morning  Telegraph  brings  tidings  of  the  Arrival  of  the  Lex¬ 
ington1  which,  whether  my  portion  of  her  has  or  not,  rejoices  my 
heart  lor  all  interested  in  her  arrival— Poor  Mrs  Radford’s  is  a 
gloomy,  though  joyous  reunion— 

\\  it h  much  love— &  Prayer  that  God’s  richest  blessings  may  be 
yours,  ever  your  affectionate 

Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  John  Stuart  arrival  in  New  York  Sept.  17,  1852  on  the  IJ.S.S.  Lexington. 

Detroit,  Sept.  2  j,  1852 

Dearest  Kate— 

Your  letters  have  become  my  Oasis  for  life,  every  Year  becomes 
to  me  a  dessart— I  take  no  interest  in  passing  scenes,  &  what  makes 
me  unhappy  is  my  want  of  clear  evidence  that  I  am  a  Christian— 
Oh,  t  hat  this  great  momentous  question  were  forever  put  to  rest! 

I  have  just  been  reading  one  of  Finney’s1  searching  Sermons,  “If 
ihe  righteous  scarcely  be  saved,  where  will  the  ungodly  Sc  Sinner  lie 
lound?  !  It  is  a  great  tiling  to  have  our  hearts  wholly  consecrated  to 
Clu  isi  8:  know  no  will  but  His!  I11  spite  of  prayer,  watchfulness  Jbc, 
l  find  that  Faith,  with  all  its  cares,  anxieties  8:c  have  as  great  influ¬ 
ence  over  me  as  they  have  ever  had!  Now,  God  has  done  all  he  could 
to  temove  the  burthen,  8:  bring  me  to  Himself  unreservedly,  8:  like 
Lot’s  wife,  Not  for  its  beauties  or  pleasures,  but  its  cares,  I  find  my- 
sell  turning  back— If  I  try  to  be  useful,  &  search  for  my  motives,  I 
find  it  is  not  for  Christ’s  sake,  but  for  something  else— When  I  think 
of  your  father  s  steadfast,  undoubting  faith,  8:  his  heavy  cares,  1  give 
up  every  hope,  that  I  know  the  meaning  of  faith— How  much  instruc¬ 
tion,  practical ,  I  might  have  had,  if  I  had  only  seen  8:  felt  as  I  now  do 
—  But  he  had  to  be  taken,  to  enable  me  to  catch  glimpses  of  God’s 
character,  which  we  must  study  to  see  ourselves  as  we  should,  Sc  fully 
understand  what  has  been  done  for  us,  that  we  may  be  led  fully, 
safely  to  Christ— 
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I  am  rejoiced  ihat  the  little  band  ol  separatists  have  so  much  to 
encourage  them— Mr  Tyng"  is  truly  a  noble  soldier— May  God 
strengthen  him— 1  look  upon  it  just  as  he  does,  it  is  a  (jueslion  ol 
liberty— 

1  am  afraid  you  do  not  like  Dr.  Aydlol’s  letter;  you  do  not  say 
one  word  about  it— Me  was  a  minister  of  high  standing  &  deep  piety 
in  the  Epis.  Church— Do  from  time  to  time  let  me  know  how  they 
progress— Where  does  Miss  Condit  stand  in  the  hour  ol  trial? 

You  refer  to  Schoolcraft— After  staying  at  Genl.  Casses  with  two 
children  eight  weeks,  Mrs  Ilulbert  has  gone  to  the  Biddle  Mouse— 
Edwin,  her  eldest  Son,  the  same  length  of  time  at  Mr  1  lenry  Brown’s 
—  Me  has  gone  back  to  the  Sank— but  through  Cass  ot  Schoolcralt, 
he  has  reed  an  appointment  in  the  Revenue,  or  Naval  Service— She 
and  her  family  are  in  a  most  unhappy  position  -Henry,  the  young 
man  with  me,  has  the  promise  ol  an  apt.  at  W .  Point,  so  that  three 
of  her  Sons  are  provided  for— leaving  her  two  young  children  8  R:  to 
to  do  what  she  can  for— It  is  said  that  her  husband  never  cam 
recover— 

I  wish  poor  Martha  for  her  own  sake,  had  closed  with  Miss  Seely,3 
but  for  Mary’s  sake,  1  am  glad  that  she  did  not;  l  would  not  exchange 
the  tuition  of  ” Tutor  Baker  R:  'Tutoress  Baker ,  in  French  R:  Music, 
for  all  other,  or  any  other  in  the  United  States— 

I  thought  you  had  a  terrible  dread  of  that  Brick  l louse  next  to 
you  sending  forth  some  of  its  shoots  into  Your  garden!  It  does  not 
look  much  like  it  when  you  are  fitting  his  Violin  to  accord  with  your 
Tianuo  &  TIarp!  My  Mother  used  to  say,  “Tis  easier  courting  on, 
than  off”,  l  ake  care— Music  is  a  dangerous  attraction— 

You  have  gone  a  head  too  fast  in  arrangements  lor  Ellen1— She 
goes  to  the  Medettiranean,  Sc  if  she  did  not,  1  assure  you  I  have  moral 
courage  enough  to  say  No— She  has  to  go  through  a  confinement, 
and  this  would  be  reason  enough  for  me— 

I  sec  by  the  papers  dear  John’s  vessel  has  arrived— I  trust  that  he 
is  in  it,  and  yet  I  dare  not  hope— poor  Capt.  Radlord— he  comes  to 
sad  disappointment— No  one  can  imagine  how  necessary  John  is  to 
me,  his  manner  of  doing  business  suits  me  exactly— he  is  prompt— 
Accurate— hands  his  collections  in  as  soon  as  he  makes  them— and 


A  V  T  A.\  V  'A  WYX / 


* 1 1- 

ui  il  >11  If t  rv 

boO  uiblo*  >Mo«  i  ylnri  A  j/ri <  I  *iM  itr>:!l 

to  no*  roup  i  o  ii  ,oob  oil  il  izuj  n  ilotpi  ioul  m  (  i  pignut!/ 

(»./  ion  oh  iju(  .  iLtji /.irlb -A  ill  oJtl  ion  ob  noy  mi.  1 

nil  ,7oi l  fionA  Oiii  Ji)l  »i  ill  oj  ui  <ii  moil  o(J  n'  nii;l>)  >•  i J  ni 

1«  i  >  mot!  o  ui  bm.ie  bin;  )  m\A  <juoJ>  | 

c  n i  i  iv/  <*ov  >  Inti  )  i;  .i«t  till/.  -JbrioloorbS  oJ  t  r  o V 
>»f.  II  IhhiM  orb  )uncy?f.ii  itudluH  Mm/  J  >$13  no  iblii' ) 

Uitioloo  br*  ro  ,!)  i  johIj  jiic! — jIiji;^.  Il  oi  >4  >r < I  onog  ?cr{  oil  — 
uiir'.  o >!  /!  >«<  Ii  uA  io  ,  jmi*jvo>I  ji Ij  ii i  JM'JiiiliiiofjcjB  m;  b>oi  ✓.fid  oil 
<  1 1  of  >i  1 1  noli  io.  t .?  of  f  .<|  |i  Irtii  J/.am  r.  ni.  viim,  .1  i  >d  inn; 
>  >iii ;  o.-  'it  M  //  J  .}(  ij  i  .  »  mnoiq  orb  r.rl ,  u  rfiivr  <t 

m  >  urxi  iiin.tii'ijii  iud  indi  >i  ?.  i  jI— ml  am  oib  Jjs/,7  ub  oJ 

ii  oil  i  m  nboyfi;  'io  ,i  >ib  .  ’!i  n> 

•  ji!  Mm  A-  i  \  .  ’>  1  i i ■  rut  j  f  •;(  iic  '  Min  ’  I 

<>  .1111  OKU  0,  :li  J  its’l  ‘ 

ode*.  ‘mil  i  ioi  in  iifiil  ool  b<  oil  i.  u.io^  uvfid  uo 'l 

1.  oui  tj/i  il  I  no  out  i.  t  >r  ' .  nl?  Ii  >,  si. iimbul  Jill*  J  i">g 
mon. >iiitmvj  s.  d^m  nil  o  <*i  (!  rl£  o'A  y u  oj  d;  nono  sg/MUbo 

>d  j-  ill  J. . i ;  1 1  I  I  i  .ii.  r.i;i  [•)'  nif<  j  it  :>b  rrsqcq  orfj  y«:  jji  I 

oi  r  ioj  .il-bi  ji  3  k  uq  7  J<  rt  > » i  i *  I  )uy  bnc  ,li  ni  d 

1  ' t  .  i  .up  1  >  1  it: - 

iqmuiq  *i  oil*  vtl>fixu  uni  turn  i  jmuuu  g;iob  io  lunnurn  ?id  urn 
modi  i  /.i  or  I  ?.r,  noo«  a<  n<  'fioi  u  *IIou  tiri  ebntui— 


STUA RT  LETTERS 


1‘3 

if  1  am  sick.,  he  is  like  a  woman  Sj  he  always  bears  the  appearance  of 
happily  coinciding  with  me,  and  his  poor  little  wile  is  too  good  pi  in- 
cipled,  too  lady  like  ever  to  be  troublesome  any  where— 1  lien1 
knows  that  my  arrangements  are  lor  their  staying  with  me— 

1  never  knew  but  that  1  less  was  still  in  Detroit— I  sometimes  won¬ 
dered  that  1  heard  no  more  ol  him,  but  concluded  it  was  because 
1  went  out  so  little— 1  would  not  (to  him)  notice  his  little  Sleeper 
Arc  the  words  pretty?  1  le  will  do  well  in  Louisville— 

The  blow  must  have  been  a  severe  one  to  Mrs  Miller’s  lam ily - 

Do  you  remember  the  lust  time  1  called  there,  the  old  Gentlmau 
had  that  morning  gone  down  to  see  that  daughter— Do  that  iamily 
go  oil?  or  stay  with  M r  Rankin? 

1  am  distressed  at  the  thought  of  those  dear  children  being  tor¬ 
mented  with  those  terrible  torments,  worms.  Oh,  what  care,  what 
anxiety  &  labor,  is  taxed  in  bringing  up  a  family— Some  seem  to 
swim  along  more  smoothly  than  others— It  seems  peculiarly  hard  for 
dear  Mary  to  be  troubled,  she  is  generally  so  patient— 1  low  1  should 
love  to  hear  precious  Bessie  spell,  have  you  taught  her  or  does  she 
go  io  school?  And  improving  in  her  M  usicl !  I  low  delight  fid  to  have 
them  practice  together,  k  Looly  on  the  Flute,  lie  Eliza  on  the  I  larp— 
it  will  form  a  beautiful,  happy  family  Circle— Give  them  all  a  Kiss 
for  Grand  Ma— 1  am  anxious  to  gel  that  R.R.  finished,  when  1  can 
keep  on  Terra  Firma  all  the  way  until  1  get  to  N .York—' Then  it  will 
seem  as  if  you  were  all  near  to  me— 

Can  you  realize  that  a  brother  of  your  father  could  be  so  intimi¬ 
dated  by  a  Son  as  Uncle  Alex  evidently  is  by  Alex,  but  he,  poor  fel¬ 
low,  has  to  suffer  for  it.  1 1  is  weapon  for  chastising  poor  Alex,  is  the 
withholding  the  Burse- 

Do  you  not  catch  yourself,  when  wearied  with  the  children,  say¬ 
ing?  How  much  quiet  &  peace  I  shall  have  when  they  are  grown!! 
Never  will  you  have  less  than  then— 1  ruly  for  the  last  six, months 
1  have  had  nothing  but  anxiety— In  Dec.  Dave  loses  his  office,  conse¬ 
quently  his  bread— Prone  to  look  ahead,  I  have  by  night  and  day, 
exclaimed  what  is  to  do,  then  anxiety  about  John,  should  he  be  the 
means  of  losing  that  Vessel!  In  the  midst  of  all  comes  Bob’s  orders5— 
What  is  to  be  done  in  that  department,  See  Sec.— and  now  David’s 
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Election— I  care  not  lor  him  to  go  to  Congress— but  1  fear,  il  lie  lose 
the  election,  it  will  be  his  ruin— Mis  best  friends  say,  there  is  not  a 
shadow  of  hope  for  him— “Scott  will  sweep  the  whole  .state  - besides, 
his  opposite  will  get  all  the  Whigg-Abolitionist-Eree  Soil  1-  Tern- 
pei  a  nee  k:  Pres.  Votes  in  the  State — It  is  W .  A.  I  loward— son-in-law 
to  Burchard— you  must  remember  him— member  of  our  Chh— sat  in 
a  pew  near  the  pulp i L — I  lear  il  Dave  is  defeated,  it  may  lorever  ruin 
him— 

My  best  love  to  Mr  Baker— &  to  yourself  with  prayei  that  wisdom 
may  be  given  you  to  honor  Cod— &  recommend  religion— 

Your  alTt.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Miss  Rockwell  begs  her  kindest  regards  to  you  R:  Mr  B— &  she  says, 
to  t he  dear  little  children,  il  t hey  remember  me — Mat  ilia  t hanks  you 
for  your  kind  remcmberance  and  sends  you  much  love— 

Uncle  is  in  perfect  health  and  desires  his  love  “to  that  dear  Kate” 


—his  mind  fails  astonishingly— would  rather  see  him  k:  all  belonging 
to  me  in  the  Pres,  than  m  the  Epis.  Chh —  I  he  two  in  pri nci pie  are 
the  same— 'tis  the  form  that  killctli — 

You  say  you  are  making  Brandy  Pears— Have  you  made  Tomato 
Figs?  Young  House  Keepers  should  try  every  lhing-I  heard  lately 
of  "fine  Pickled  Peaches”— Try  them— 1  do  not  like  them— The  Peach 


must  be  perfectly  ripe— To  two  Gallons  of  best  Cider  Vinegar  i>  lbs 
Sugar— handful  of  Cinnamon,  a  few  cloves,  allspice  &  black  pepper 
&  salt— Boil  all  together  &  throw  boiling  hot  over  the  Peaches— 

No,  dear  Kate,/  am  not  in  t  rouble  about  Mr  B— going  over  “Body 
&  Soul”  to  the  Chh6— I  have  entire  confidence  in  his  cool  judgement, 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  Bible,  and  unmistakable  love  of  Christ— 
he  has  been  my  Teacher  and  1  believe  that  God  will  direct  him  to 
make  a  safe  choice,  be  that  in  which  Church  he  pleases.— 


1  Charles  Grandison  Finney,  born  in  1792— died  in  1875.  An  instructor  at  Ohcrlin, 
representing  the  more  evangelical  opinion.  A  great  evangelist— well  known. 

-  Rev.  James  II.  Tyng  was  Rector  of  The  Church  of  The  Redeemer,  Morristown 
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STL  'A  JI  T  LETT EltS 


from  iSr,i»-i8;",7.  lie  was  a  member  of  a  group  of  evangelical  clergymen  within  ihe 
1  pin  opal  C 11  imc  h. 

;i  M  i.vs  Si  ally’s  School  in  New  York. 

1  I'llcn  Claims  Smart,  wife  of  Robert  Stuart  f  i  .  Iler  baby,  Robert  St  nan,  was  born 
in  Spe/ia,  Italy,  April  8,  i8r,;p 

l'ei mission  had  been  granted  by  the  Navy  Department  On.  m,  i8-,e  fot  Robeil 
Stuart  to  join  the  Mediterranean  Squadron  at  his  own  expense,  on  annum  of  his 
w  ife’s  health,  she  having  been  ordered  on  a  sea  voyage. 

0  William  Baker  was  a  member  of  the  l'.piscopal  Church. 


Detroit,  Sept.  2.j ,  1 852 

Deal  Son— 

l  am  glad  that  Laviniu  will  go  with  John  to  Morristown.  Poor, 
dear  girl,  she  has  surely  had  a  hard  time— I  hope  her  pleasant  winter 
will  obliterate  all  remembcrance  of  her  gloom. 

I  need  not  say  how  grateful  I  feel  to  my  Heavenly  Father  for  Mr 
Radford’s  remarks  of  John  and  1  am  much  happier  to  learn  that 
he  does  too  in  itch  duty  than  shirk  his  duty  on  others. 

Dear  Son,  If  I  send  my  blessed  Kate,  a  row  of  Pins,  R:  she  chooses 
to  let  you  use  them— Do  you  mean  to  put  them  down  to  my  Cr?  Please 
let  her  R:  me  alone— &  only  keep  an  account  of  what  I  tell  you,  else 
you  will  drive  me  to  Strangers  to  execute  my  Commissions  in  New 
York- 

My  love  to  Kate  R:  my  precious  children— if  John  R:  l.avinia  are 
with  you,  much  love  to  them,  in  which  to  all  Miss  Rockwell  affec¬ 
tionately  &  fervently  unites— 

Last  night  I  witnessed  Dora’s1  marriage  R:  my  great,  great  loss— 
We  are  in  the  midst  of  the  Fair— My  family— Uncle,  Miss  Rockwell 
—  Hen  Ilulberl,  Martha,  who  poor  clear  girl,  enjoys  herself  very 
much,  and  a  Mrs  Miller  from  Sagina— a  lady  who  was  very  kind  to 
John— a  new  Cook  R:  Chamber  Maid  make  it  unpleasant— but  still 
we  gel  along  very  well— 

With  much  love  to  you,  ever  believe  me  your 

Aflt.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


1  Dora  was  the  maid  to  whom  Mrs.  Stuart  was  much  attached. 
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Detroit,  On.  .1,  1 8 -.2 

Dear  Son— 

Your  lavor  ol  30th  Sept,  reached  me  last  night— I  trust  that  John 
will  not  have  left  until  you  get  this— I  wish  Kate  would  read  my 
letters  to  her— I  mean  half  of  that  I  luekabec/or  her,  & 1  mean  to  jxiy 
lor  the  whole—  But  perhaps  she  thinks  by  sending  it  all,  she  will  get 
her  part  all  hemmed  &  beautifully  marked  by  me— 

Did  she  get  a  little  package  by  Mrs  Davis?  Ask  bet  to  let  me  know— 

Do  not  call  Eliza  “Iloddie”1  it  is  worse  than  “Tumpy”— 1  am 
sorry  to  hear  ol  her  trouble  again— 1  low  much  1  want  to  see  that 
blessed  boy!  My  love  to  all  &  kiss  for  the  children— 

II  1  had  thought  that  John  K:  Lavinia  would  have  been  so  long  on 
the  way,  I  certainly  should  have  written  them  — 1  wish  you  would 
urge  them  to  leave  immediately  while  the  weather  is  pleasant— You 
know  we  are  apt  to  have  very  heavy  weather  on  the  Lakes  through 
the  latter  part  of  October— 

I  write  hurridly— as  I  do  almost  everything  else  in  life. 

I  have  not  laid  eyes  on  David  lor  three  weeks— I  le  has  been  out  iu 
the  Country— Ere  this  he  has  learned  that  to  become  a  Member  of 
Congress— is  no  child’s  play— 

Our  City  is  perfectly  healthy— Uncle  in  line  health  who  with 
Miss  Rockwell  always  beg  that  they  may  be  kindly  remembered  to 
you  all— 

I  am  anxious  to  know  something  of  Robert  &  his  family— They 
have  not  written  since  he  arrived  in  N.York— 

With  love  to  you,  ever  believe  me  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  In  spite  of  Grandmother's  disapproval  Eli/a  was  called  “Iloddie”  by  all  of  her 
generation  for  all  her  life. 


Detroit,  Oct.  71I1,  1 851*. 

Dearest  K— 

I  have  very  little  to  say,  &  yet  that  little  1  wish  to  say.  In  a  former 
letter  you  told  me  that  Mr.  Baker  had  invited  Robert  to  Morris- 
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town,  lie  has  never  omitted  being  kind  Sc  polite  from  the  time  of 
Robert’s  marriage.—  If  Baker  approves  it,  I  wisli  you  would  write 
to  Robert,  and  invite  him  to  bring  Ellen  with  her  two  little  ones  to 
spend  a  day  with  you  before  they  leave.—  She  has  proved  herself  an 
excellent  wife  Sc  Mother.—  Look  at  Thorne’s  wife— Look  at  the 
Kerchinwall  bribe— All,  the  right  hand  friends  of  the  Cass  family— 
and  not  one  of  them  can  compare  with  Ellen  in  any  thing. 

1  fear  John  is  leaving  it  too  late  to  cross  the  Lake.  He  should  leave 
immediately  if  he  has  not. 

I  am  in  the  midst  of  house-cleaning.—  Dora  Married,  and  all  new 
hands  gives  me  a  little  more  care  than  1  like,  yet  all  goes  on  happily. 
Martha  has  spent  a  happy  summer— Sc  is  improved  in  looks  &  spirits, 
Sc  1  am  happy,  in  having  been  permitted  to  comfort  &  shelter  one  of 
God’s  little  ones.—  Henry  Ilurlbut  is  still  with  me— his  Mother  is 
at  the  Biddle  House.  Schoolcraft  has  been  here  Sc  does  not  approve 
of  hei  being  there— so  she  talks  of  going  to  a  private  house  Sc  sending 
Henry  to  school  in  Romeo.—  Miss  Rockwell  will  leave  for  her  settled 
home  on  John’s  arrival.— 

I  Jncle,  We  Sc  Children  send  you  much  love.—  I  forgot  to  mention 
lor  you  to  tell  Mr.  B.  that  I  have  paid  c)th  Installment  on  Can.  R.R. 
Sc  on  uiStli  Ins.  must  pay  again  $108.  on  Copper  Stock,  with  renewed 
promises  of  great  Sc  rich  products  from  it!!  'Today  1  mail  a  paper  for 
you  with  a  further  letter  from  Mr.  Duflield.— 

With  love  to  all,  Sc  every  morning  call  each  child,  Sc  with  my  love 
Sc  kiss  to  each  one  that  they  may  not  be  allowed  to  forget  me.— 

Kale,  if  you  have  sent  that  whole  piece  of  huckabec  to  me,  as  Mary 
says  “I  shall  be  real  mad.”  and  you  trill  put  me  to  the  trouble  of 
hemming  Sc  beautifully  marking  them  &  sending  back¬ 
lit  great  haste  with  much  love  to  You 

Ever  Your  Affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 

Why  do  you  not  say  one  word  of  Mrs.  Morris?  Do  you  not  write  to 
her? 
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Detroit,  Oct.  1 8,  i  S i> 

Dearest  Kate— 

I  have  only  a  few  minutes  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter— &  to 
say  that  il  /  ever  again  have  an  hour  to  myself,  1  will  notice  its  con¬ 
tents  specially— 

John  Sc  Lavinia  Sc  Babe  are  here,  all  in  fine  Spii  its  8:  looking  re¬ 
markably  well— send  you  much  love,  S:  beg  you  to  say  to  the  Nurse, 
that  Ellen  sent  her  thimble  to  you— 

Yesterday,  Mrs  Kinzie,  daughter  8:  Son,  came  from  Bulfalo,  where 
they  had  been  to  a  wedding— they  purpose  staying  with  me  eight  to 
ten  days— 

Miss  Rockwell  will  leave  next  week— poor  Martha  will  stay  until 
she  can  get  employment,  &  Henry  Ilulbcrt  until  he  can  get  an  ap¬ 
pointment  in  W. Point  Accacl. 

— &  now  to  business— Please  give  my  love  to  Mr  B— tell  him  as  Yet 
not  one  word  of  business  could  be  spoken  of  between  [ohn  &  me; 
but  “a  good  time  I  hope  is  coming”,— &  then  I  will  report 

Walker  called  this  A,M.  8j  settled  up  the  Newbold  (Bramin)  Mort¬ 
gage—  25th  May  to  15  Oct.  .7  1  Principal  ^  1 73— j (i — he  says  arc 
due  for  this— I  signed  a  Deed- 

All  are  well— Dave  says  he  will  be  elected  by  a  large  Majority— 
As  soon  as  I  can  I  will  write  you— My  upstairs  girl  is  sit  k  in  bed— to 
crown  all— 

With  love  to  yourself  8;  children,  from  your 

A  ITcc  t  i  o  n  a  t  c  M  o  l  h  e  r , 

E.E.S. 

T  he  I  Iuckcbeck  is  first  rate— Let  me  know  what  you  pd  for  fram¬ 
ing  the  chair,  8: 1  will  send  on  all  together 


Detroit,  Oct.  20,  1  852 

Dearest  Kate— 

This  sad,  sad  week  always  makes  me  gloomy— just  four  years  this 
day  I  arrived  in  Chicago— And  now,  they  are  with  me,  who  in  eight 
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days  Irom  my  arrival,  came  to  comlorl  me  or  relieve  my  sorrowing 
heart  Irom  care  and  you  may  know  that  my  best  efforts  arc  put  forth 
to  make  them  stay  happy-Jolm  Kinzie  looks  old  and  seems  care 


worn,  hut  is  the  same  kind  aUcclionatc  heart  he  ever  was— Their 
daughter  is  very  smart,  &  pretty,  good  musician— 

11  1  OW  ^  arie  Farnsworth  is  to  he  married  to  Lieut. 

\\  ilcox  and  our  party  going  people  are  all  astir— He  is  stationed  at: 


Ontario— 

l  have*  just  recievcd  a  letter  Irom  Mary,  she  seems  better  satisfied, 
their  house  is  built,  they  have  a  Teacher  for  the  children,  &  all  seems 


bright— 


Will  you  ask  Mr  Baker  il  he  will  credit  me  with  $150  for  Mary 
making  $300  this  ycar-the  other  $150  being  part  of  the  $1000 
invested  with  Trigen  t— 

John  tells  me  that  Bob  he  thought  left  N.Y.  lor  Morristown  the 
day  he  lei t  lor  Del.  ol  this  I  am  delighted  to  hear— 

I  have  now  a  house  full,  which  is  about  all  my  brain  can  think  of 
—soon  as  I  have  quiet,  I  will  send  what  I  suppose  is  wanting— 

1  am  really  made  very  happy  by  your  kindness  in  calling  on  Robert 
&  superlatively  so,  by  Kate  writing  to  Ellen— &  they,  too,  /  know  are 
made  happy  by  it— I  suppose  they  were  at  the  Cairns’  at  the  time  & 

may  not  get  the  letter  in  time  to  respond  to  the  kind  invitation - it 

matters  not,  so  that  it  has  been  given— 

Mr  B’s  recommending  increase  of  Rent,  reminds  me  of  the  Min¬ 
ister  whose  congregation  voted  increase  of  Salary— he  begged  they 
would  do  no  such  thing,  lor  he  had  difficulty  in  getting  the  present, 
&  an  increase  might  deprive  him  of  the  little  that  he  now  collected 
—I  will  try  lor  it — But  why  do  we  hear  nothing  from  Grand  Haven? 

Who  do  you  think  has  just  visited  me?  Your  old  friend,  Miss 
Kinnedy  who  seems  to  love  you  very  much— She  has  spent  the  last, 
two  or  three  years  in  Newark— I  understood  her  that  she  knew  Mrs 
Parker  very  well— 

Enclosed  you  will  find  One  Hundred  &  Fifty  Dollars— As  soon  as 
you  can  let  me  know  price  of  making  up  Chair  Sc  then  I  will  settle 
A / C  with  Baker— I  want  every  cent  here  &  every  where  settled  before 
1st  Novem. 
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We  arc  all  well,  bill  too  much  in  a  whirl— little,  indeed  no  time, 
lor  reading  or  reflection— 1  miss  Dora  very  mu<  h  — 

Tell  my  dear  Bessie  with  my  love,  that  when  1  heard  ol  her  un¬ 
common  improvement  in  her  Music  and  saw  her  bcautilul  writing, 
it  brought  the  tears,  and  my  own  sweet  Mary  is  answering  all  our 
fondest  expectations— 1  low  much  I  want  to  see  them!  R:  blessed  little 
wonder,  will  walk  R:  talk  before  1  shall  be  permitted  to  hope  to  see 
him— I  had  almost  despaired  of  ever  again  having  you  R:  your  chil¬ 
dren  with  me,  but  John  tells  me  that  you  arc  really  looking  full  in 
the  face  the  possibility  of  spending  next  summer  with  me— Come 
early— talk  of  it  all  winter,  until  you  make  all  familiar  with  the 
thought  of  it— 

With  love  to  Mr  Baker— R:  ever  kind  regards  to  all  in  Bond  Street, 
with  much  love  to  you,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

K.E.S. 


(  h  tober  go,  t  852 

Dearest  K— 

It  is  so  long  since  I  have  been  able  to  seat  mysell  composedly  to 
write,  that  it  has  become  a  Task— For  the  Inst  t  ime  (I  believe)  \\  hen 
!  have  been  in  health,  1  find  myself  two  letters  in  your  debt— Altho 
it  is  an  old  story,  I  shall  lirst  refer  to  yours  ol  the  (>th  ins. 

The  house  of  Obed  Edom  was  blessed  because  he  look  into  it  the 
Ark  of  God,  so  will  Duncan’s  be.—  Be  sure-  you  give  him  all  your 
custom— 

1  thought  Mr  Stiles  too  much  of  the  Southerner  to  do  such  small 
work,  and  he  should  have  remembered,  it  was  Christ’s  little  one 
whom  he  troubled!  But  what  amazed  me  was,  that  the  Presbyterians 
did  not  oiler  their  Session  Room!  Christians  are  not  sufficiently 
courteous— I  am  rejoiced  by  your  last  to  sec  that  they  are  comloi  tably 
R ;  composedly  accommodated—  I  hey  will  be  taken  cat  e  ol  and 
prosper— 

I  am  glad  to  see  from  DeSelden’s  letter  that  he  begins  to  find  out 
C.H.S.  You  may  tell  him  that  she  said  openly— that  it  was  her  Sc 
Mr  S’s  wish  to  have  Mrs  Grey  in  Wash,  and  not  have  her  life  buried 
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in  Det.  where  her  accomplishments  were  all  lost— that  the v  were 
rich  and  could  well  a[ford  it,  that  Willie  Grey  was  not  the  kind  oT 
man  she  should  have  married!!  I  could  (ill  a  sheet  with  such  trash— 

Yours  ah  ins.  I  recicved  last  night,  1  think  you  have  the  prospect 
ol  spending  your  days  as  your  Mother  did  before  you,  only  l  believe 
or  hope,  You  do  it  in  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  8c  /  did  it  in  the  spirit 
of  the  world— 

Your  summer  has  been  “past  in  the  rites  of  hospitality”,  and  ex 
cept  the  latigne,  you  will  not  be  a  loser  -all  tend  to  increase  )ottr 
husband’s  inlluence  in  Society,  and  altho  he,  as  l  did,  when  1  lost 
your  father,  hoped  to  retire  from  the  bustle  8c  annoyance  of  general 
Society,  we  in  spite  of  ourselves  seem  to  be  dragged  back  to  it— No 
matter,  if  this  is  our  place,  let  us  look  to  the  Rock  higher  than  we, 
for  Wisdom,  so  to  do  our  work,  as  will  benefit  all  around,  8c  add 
lustre  to  the  doctrines  we  profess  to  love— “Be  careful  to  entertain 
Strangers”  See  for  you  may  entertain  Angels  unawares— God  will 
bless  us,  in  every  sacrifice  we  make  in  his  name,  or  because  we  believe 
he  wills  it  so— Perhaps  your  health  required  just  such  a  Spurring 
life  as  you  lead— It  would  have  been  very  delightful  to  have  past 
through  life  as  you  both  hoped  to— Instructing  your  children— 
Reading,  Music  8cc  among  yourselves— I  low  might  the  A/c  stand  in 
Ktcrnity?  lie  doelh  all  things  well— You  see  what  a  valuable  lesson 
(il  none  other)  you  have  learned,  viz.  the  important  Gospel  principal 
—Punctuality— Never  apologize  to  me,  for  non  thanks— l  do  nothing 
to  be  thanked  for— I  am  glad  “it  came  in  time”— 

1  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  going  to  see  Deborah— l  cannot 
think  she  is  to  be  permanently  blind  ‘—I  hope  they  will  use  the  Frost 
Weed— You  remember  jane  Brady  was  wholly  restored  by  it— 

Poor  Uncle  Thorne  writes  in  most  unhappy  state  of  mind— He 
seems  to  be  groping  after  a  life  of  holiness— 1  wish  he  had  clear  in¬ 
struction— but  God  is  able,  8c  willing  to  enlighten  the  darkest  mind 
—My  blessed  sister  was  brought  after  years  of  just  such  groping,  to 
be  an  enlightened  Christian,  picked  it  all  Irom  the  Bible— It  is  about 
Twenty  Years,  since  I  shocked  her  by  telling  her  that  l  knew  that 
God  answered  prayer!! 

Yes,  my  blessed  Kate,  such  scenes  as  Mr.  Webster’s2  do  call  forth 
our  highest  praise  8c  gratitude.  In  the  decease  of  such  herculean 
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mind  wasted  oil  Earth,  is  scope  (or  deep  thought— I  hid  Ins  talents 
been  consecrated  to  God,  how  1 1  is  usefulness  would  have  been  ex¬ 
tended— lie  would  have  been  the  same  (but  in  a  greater  degree) 
great  Statesman  and  wielded  a  power,  which  could  have  shaken  the 
earth— as  it  is,  his  Sun  set  under  a  cloud— “Me  that  honoreth  me, 
him  will  1  honor”  is  applicable  to  talents— Statesman— King  and 
Peasant,  as  to  the  Ambassador  from  the  Court  ol  Heaven—/,  may 
be  lost,  but  it  will  not  be  for  want  of  light— I  cannot  tell  you  how 
insignificant—  Rank—  Foi  tune— Talents,  all  seem  to  me  without  they 
are  accompanied  by  a  firm  faith  in  Christ  &  obedience  to  his  law— 
Mr  Webster  as  Gentleman,  meant  to  lay  hold  of  the  promises  ol  God, 
but  the  convenient  season  did  not  come!!  II  he  is  in  lleaxen  and 
regret  can  enter  there,  his  happiness  will  be  lessened  to  know  how 
great  a  King  he  slighted— I  should  think  Gen  Cass  would  be  brought 
to  reflection— They  who  stood  shoulder  to  shouldei  in  the  com¬ 
promize  question,  have  left  him  single  handed  to  do  Faith’s  work, 
unless  he  go  to  God  for  wisdom— What  strange  infatuation  for  such 
great  minds!  He  has  canvassed  the  Whole  State,  and  is  now  at  home, 
but  has  been  quite  ill  the  last  week— 

Mr  Ledyard  is  confined  to  the  house  Ik  is  most  etnmai  iated— I  am 
afraid  that  he  will  not  recover— Perhaps  1  did  not  tell  you  that  previ¬ 
ous  to  his  going  to  N .V.  last  Summer,  he  had  been  severely  alllii  led 
with  what  Docls.  called  Neuralgy  Ik  was  under  treatment  lor  it  all 
Summer— When  Mott  saw  him  in  N.York,  he  told  him  that  an  alu  ess 
was  forming  and  must  he  opened!!  it  accordingly  was  done,  Ik  Mr  L. 
very  much  improved— he  returned  home  cheerful  Ik  went  to  work  in 
his  ( )  I  lice — is  now  again  attacked  and  looks  wretchedly— 

John  Ik  Lavinia  Ik  Babe  are  all  in  fine  health  Ik  Spirits— John  ap¬ 
pears  astonishingly  well— Ik  1  am  happily  disappointed  in  our  blessed 
little  Fanny— she  seems  a  fine  healthy  child— Nearly  ruined  from 
too  much  Nursing— Lavinia  has  put  her  in  short  clothes,  &  we  try 
to  keep  her  on  her  back  on  the  floor— 1  guess  the  lady  felt  sorry  for 
you  that  you  had  so  ugly  a  brother  and  wished  to  make  you  recon¬ 
ciled  to  your  fate— Nothing  bur  benevolence  could  make  anyone 
make  such  a  remark  of  poor  John— he  is  a  good  Son  Ik  when  you  have 
said  that,  truth  is  spoken— 
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I  think  Lllen  did  not  recieve  the  letter  until  too  late  to  notice  it 
At  any  rale,  now  all  things  are  where  1  wish  them— 

Yon  must  now  remember  there  may  be  some  things  which  you 
might  wish  to  wi  tie  to  me,  lor  no  other  eye — Now,  your  letters  are 

fauu/y  letters— when  it  occurs  write  on  a  separate  Sheet— 1  will  man¬ 
age  the  1  cst  — 

You  ask  ' W  hy  I  did  not  tell  you  that  Bell  Newell  was  married’— 
She  is  not,  not  ever  heard  of  more  than  if  she  were  dead— They  all 
lire  very  quietly  on  Crosse  Isle— You  remember  the  Officer  Wilcox 
—  It  is  to  him  Marie  Farnsworth  has  married,  all  parties  seem  pleased. 
)ct  I  should  not  have  supposed  that  she  would  have  married  him, 
he  is  not  her  equal;  and  it  is  not  well  for  a  woman  to  Marry  a  Man 
to  whom  she  can  not  look  as  her  superior— it  is  an  injury  to  both 
She  may,  however,  possess  her  Mother’s  tact  &  in  course  of  time, 
make  him  I eel  as  if  he  were  her  Superior,  &  so  the  judicious  never 
(ome  to  a  conclusion,  which  is— She  will  elevate  him— Her  Mother 
did  the  Chancellor— I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  a  happy  Match— He 
is  .in  excellent  young  Man,  a  consistent  Christian— 

Oh,  how  I  should  delight  to  see  that  blessed  boy  rigged  for  walk¬ 
ing,  Kiss  them  all  for  me— do  not  let  them  forget  me— get  as  hand¬ 
some  a  Coat  or  Sack  k:  hat  or  Cap  for  Loo  as  you  can  find  &  tell  him 
Crand  Ma  sent  it— &  a  handsome  dress  (for  winter  for  each  girl)  and 
make  them  understand  I  sent  it  to  them— Send  me  the  A/c  &  when 
your  Chair  is  done,  I  will  pay  for  Huckabec,  Books,  kc.  all  together— 
Last  night  Martha  recieved  a  letter  from  her  Mother,  requesting 
her  to  come  home,  she  leaves  this  evening— 1  think  her  visit  to 
Detroit  has  benefitled  her  health  and  Spirits  very  much— she  looks 
better  &  is  much  more  cheerful— I  do  not  know  what  are  her  plans 
lor  the  winter— Writing  of  her,  reminds  me  to  say  what  1  have 
longed  to  do— Never  employ  a  governess  in  your  family,  the  advan¬ 
tages  to  your  children  can  never  be  equal  to  the  disadvantages— Now, 
do  not  think  from  this  that  I  find  anything  against  Martha— She  is 
as  faultless  and  unexceptionable  a  person  in  a  family  as  I  have  ever 
seen,  and  as  pleasant— But  I  am  beginning  to  think  it  wrong,  for  a 
family  to  have  at  all  times,  some  one  in, their  family,  to  whom  the 
family  concerns  arc  of  no  consequence—  Visits  from  dear  friends  and 
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relatives  are  one  thing,  but  throwing  your  house  open  to  persons 
who  are  not,  nor  can  not  be  interested  in  Your  aflairs,  is  wrong— 

I  Iowcver,  guarded  you  and  your  husband  may  be,— a  thousand  things 
occur,  which  belong  only  to  yourselves,  and  once  they  are  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  an  other,  you  are  the  publick’s  property— Now,  understand 
me,  il  to  morrow  Martha  &:  her  sorrowful  Mother  were  circum¬ 
stanced  as  they  were,  I  would  do  exactly  so— They  are  Christians 
trying  to  earn  a  living,  and  1  know  that  1  have  comba  tted  them  but 
1  have  had  1  Ienry  Ilulbcrt  (it)  years  old)  here  ever  since  eat  ly  July, 
when  I  thought  it  was  a  few  days  when  his  poor  Mother  would  be 
settled,  &c— I  sec  nothing  but  to  have  him  all  winter— &  1  assure  you 
I  feel  it  a  great  burthen,  ever,  ever,  ever,  to  have  that  same  good, 
but  uninteresting  sixteener  before  me— Company  or  no  company— 
is  becoming  Burtlwnsomc— were  1  doing  good,  I  would  not  leel  it 
as  I  do— but  I  am  only  at  great  expense  of  my  own  comfort,  fostering 
a  miserable,  foolish  pride,  such  as  l  have  not  myself,  nor  any  belong¬ 
ing  to  me— His  washing  compels  joint  to  pay  for  his  out  ol  the  house, 
my  new  woman  cannot  get  along  with  it— I  would  never  have  men¬ 
tioned  this,  were  it  not  to  warn  you— Family  circle  must  be  sacred 
and  cannot  be,  when  you  have  continually  Strangers  at  home  in  your 
house— 

Mrs  Scot  had  a  donation  f 'tarty  last  week— Among  her  quantities 
she  reed  5  Blls.  Flour— 4  HI  Is  Apples,  G  New  Dresses,— 2  pieces 
Sheeting,— 1  pc  Shirting  “Night  Caps,  Collars,  Pkt  1  Ikfs— Collars— 

Gloves  8:  Stockings  without  number  but  in  piles’’ - 2  Chds  Wood 

—“Coffee— Tea— Sugar  in  bundles’’  and  One  Hundred  &:  Forty  1  wo 
Dollars!!! 

This  week  Miss  Sue  Strong  was- married  to  a  Mr  Do  we3  and  left 
for  N. York— her  home— I  am  told  Mary  McCoskey  will  soon  Marry 
Mr  I  ferny,  an  officer— 

The  Bishop  (I  am  told)  has  come  home  filled  with  the  honors  of 
Palaces  &c  &  the  deep  godliness  he  found  within  their  doors— has 
preached  once,  a  perfect  bang  up  Sermon  to  prove  that  Baptism  is 
regeneration— With  all  his  folly  &  weakness,  1  love  him,  but  Oh, 
were  I  capable  of  as  deep  feeling  as  I  have  light,  I  should  tremble  for 
him— A  man  educated  as  he  was,  and  knowing  Bible  truths  as  lie 
does,  to  fearlessly  look  them  in  the  face  &  preach  them  down  is  a 
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most  tremendous  step— ‘God  winks  at  our  ignorance”  but  not  at 
our  wilf illness— '{  here  is  danger  of  grieving  the  Spirit  of  God  for¬ 
ever  Irom  him,  lorever  Irom  his  breast,  and  being  “given  over  to 
believe  a  lie,  &  sinking  down  with  a  lie  in  our  right  hand’’— God  is 
not  dee ieved— What  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap— 

W  riting  of  baptism,  reminds  me  of  what  Lavinia  sa)s  you  told 
her —  1  am  sure  you  have  been  misunderstood— She  said  that  you 
thought  baptism  quite  unnecessary,  and  that  you  attached  no  im¬ 
portance  to  it!!  When  you  write  to  her,  give  your  views  of  the  abso¬ 
lute  importance  ol  it,  but  not  as  the  Episcopalians  recieve  it— i.e. 
the  children  ol  non  professors,  to  such  it  is  of  no  importance,  but  to 
the  professed  Servants  of  Christ,  it  is  of  Vital  importance— "If  ye 
love  me,  ye  will  keep  my  commandments,  and  my  commandments 
are  not  grievous”— bell  a  Jew  that  his  circumcision  is  nothing,  you 
would  st l  ike  him  with  as  much  horror  as  to  tell  him  his  passover  is 
nothing— If,  as  the  biblc  teaches,  the  Jewish  Chh  is  to  be  engrafted 
on  the  Christian  Church,  what  fulfilment  have  we  of  their  circum¬ 
cision  &  Passover?  We  point  them  to  baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper 
—  baptism  to  the  children  of  Christ’s— Servants  R:  of  all  who  confess 
him  having  repented,  &  come  to  claim  him  as  their  Roller,  Lord’s 
Supper  answering  to  the  type  of  Passover— 

/  fear  /  have  tired  you— I  have  been  two  or  three  days  writing  this— 
With  my  love  to  Mr  baker— Tell  him  the  story  we  have  here  is  that 
bramin  in  California  was  hired  to  build  a  house,  which  was  nearly 
finished  when  a  person  asked  if  it  belonged  to  him?  Yes— 1  low  much 
will  you  take  for  it?  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  cash!  He  recievcd  it, 
R:  gave  the  property  R:  cleared  out— but  was  overtaken— carried  to 
San  Francisco  and  hanged!!  Truly  the  way  of  transgressors  is  hard— 
With  much  love,  and  a  yearning  of  heart  to  look  upon  you  R: 

yolllS’  your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


1  Deborah  Rhinelander  Underhill  Thorne  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  John  Sullivan 
Thorne,  a  nephew  of  Elizabeth  Stuart's.  “Daisy”  Thorne  Samuel,  the  daughter  of 
Quintin  Maynard  Thorne,  wrote  that  Deborah  was  not  totally  blind.  “She  was  a 
gentle  type.” 

2  Daniel  Webster  died  October  2\,  1852. 

3  Marcus  F.  Dow. 
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November. i,  i8r,u 

Dear  Son— 

1  believe  1  am  going  lo  relate  a  scene  to  you  that  will  make  yon 
laugh— 

A  lew  evenings  since,  Mr  Isham1  came  swaggering  in,  tiul)  as  il 
he  wished  me  to  feel  that  he  had  been  to  Ku  rope— “Mrs  Stuart, 

1  understand  you  have  told  about  that  I  owe  Mi  S’s  estate  !$i:»on”— 
'I  cannot,  tell,  Mr  Isham,  whether  1  have,  but  1  think  1  never  have 

1  can  see  no  motive  for  doing  so,  for  I  am  very  sure  that  neither 
1  nor  my  husband  for  years  have  thought  that  you  would  ever  pay 
one  dollar  of  it”— “Well,  l  tell  you,  I  don’t  owe  you  one  cent,  and  il 
you  think  that  you  are  going  to  bring  that  Mortgage  against  me, 
you  are  very  much  mistaken”— Now,  you  must  know  /  never  heard 
of  a  Mortgage— but  “thinks  I  to  myself”— You  shall  not  know  but 
that  I  am  posted  up.  I  said,  “Well,  Mr  Isham,  if  the  Mortgage  is  all 
paid,  of  what  consequence  is  it  what  I  have  said?”  “Well,  1  don’t 
choose  to  have  such  things  said— The  Lord  has  prospered  me,  and 
I  owe  no  man  a  dollar— And  as  for  that  Mortgage,  it  is  all  settled”. 
“Well,  Sir,  I  am  glad  of  it,  and  of  course,  if  it  is  settled,  you  have 
reciepts  for  money  paid,  or  it  is  endorsed  on  the  Mortgage”.  "No, 
il  isn’t  ncit her— You  see,  when  1  gave  that  Mortgage  to  Mr  Stuart, 
you  will  see  that  I  wrote  on  it  to  be  paid  by  the  accompanying  notes 
—Now,  I  paid  them  notes  &  cleared  the  Mortgage”.  “Very  well,  then 
it  will  all  speak  for  itself”.  1  le  angrily  said,  “You  have  got  to  give  me 
that  Mortgage”.  “Certainly,  Sir”,  said  I,  “if  I  find  by  endorsement 
or  rcciept  or  Books,  that  you  have  paid  it  oil.”  (Angrily)  “Well,  l  tell 
you  I  have,  and  the  proof  is,  you  have  not  a  single  note,  nor  can  you, 
to  save  your  life,  find  one”— “No,  1  suppose  not,  for  il  you  have,  as 
you  say  you  have,  the  notes,  of  course,  /  can  not  find  them,  but  1 
suppose  you  know  that  the  mortgage  calls  for  something  more  than 
your  possession  ol  notes  R:  declaration  ol  having  pd  —  I  hat  is  sul- 
licient”— “Oh  No,  Sir,  Mr  S— did  not  do  business  so— If  you  pd  him, 
we  shall  find  other  vouchers  than  your  word  &  possession  of  notes  ’— 
“Well,  beside  the  notes,  I  sold  flour  R:  pd  Cash”— “Well,  Sir,  then 
have  Mr  S’s  reel!”  “I  did  not  pay  him,  I  pd  his  agent”— “Well  Sir, 
then  you  will  have  his  rcct”—  He  asked  who  was  his  Agent?  David, 
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or  myself.  “Oh,  yes!  No!  it  wasn’t  David  neither— “Well  you  ol 
course  have  the  reel.”  “No,  I  haven’t,  never  thought  it  worth  while 
-I  knew  Mr  Stuart  was  honest,  Sc  so  was  I,  &  then  1  thought  was  the 
end’’— “Well,  why  did  you  not  take  up  the  Mortgage?”  “Because  1 
did  not  think  it  must  be  done,”  See  .  .  I  remembered  that  years  ago 
he  tried  to  cheat  Bacon  out  of  Money  which  he  had  loaned  to  him, 
&  through  that  identical  llour-I  talked  to  Mr  Bacon  about  it, 
and  he  says  l  here  is  a  Mortgage— &:  the  reason  ol  our  setting  so  lightly 
by  tt.  is—  Mr  Stuart  was  so  much  pleased  with  Mr  Lorinne,  Mr 
Bacons  lawyer,  that  he  got  Mr  Bacon  to  write  to  him  about  the 
Mot  i gage,  N  that  he  wrote  that  it  was  good  for  nothing,  having  two 
before  it,  which  were  enough  to  eat  up  the  whole  Farm,  hence  Mr  S 
-gave  it  up  as  a  bad  debt— 

Now  do  you  know  of  such  a  Mortgage?  I  think  that  the  dishonest 
man  has  made  some  easy  settlement  with  the  other  two  Mortgages, 
by  which  his  farm  is  cleared— &  finding  that  four  years  have  elapsed 
and  he  called  to  no  account,  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  he  could 
get  from  me,  on  some  pretense,  the  Mortgage-1  silenced  him  when 
!  said,  Oh  yes,  Mr  Isham,  I  well  remember  the  transaction  of  that 
1 1  heat,  N  Mr  Stuart  was  not  the  man  who  was  promised  that  Money 
-'The  Man  got  his  money,  but  not  from  your  Wheat”— lie  soon 
sneaked  oil— There  was  much  more  said,  but  you  will  see  the  whole 
bearing  from  what  I  have  written— I  told  him  that  his  Lawyer  will 
tell  him,  that  he  should  have  some  other  evidence  than  his  own  that 
he  had  pd  &:  that  he  should  have  reed  his  Mortgage,  8?  had  it  taken 
I  torn  the  Record— But  I  hoped  we  should  find  it  all  right— 

Please  write  me  as  soon  as  you  can  Sc  let  me  know  all  about  the 
affair— 

Yours  in  much  love, 

E.E.S. 


I  am  ashamed  ol  the  scrawl— but  I  am  exceedingly  hurried— Re¬ 
port  says  that  David  is  elected  by  a  very  large  Majority— - 

1  Warren  Isham,  editor  of  The  Mic  higan  Farmer. 

David  Stnait,  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress  defeated  his  Whig  opponent, 
William  A.  Howard  by  a  vote  of  10,127  to  9,370. 
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Detroit,  No  vent.  bill,  1852 

Dear  Son— 

I  mailed  Sal.  Free  Press  to  you— Sarah  wishes  you  to  send  it  to  her 
Mother— 

David  ran  a  very  heavy  Majority  a  head  of  his  Ticket,  which  is 
pleasing— We  should  have  been  satisfied  with  only  a  Majority— 
John’s  child  is  very  ill,  has  had  a  severe  attack  ol  Cholera  Infan¬ 
tum!  Day  before  yesterday,  I  felt  sure  that  she  must  die— She  rallied 
yesterday,  but  to  day  seems  very  low  again— I  fear  the  worst— We  arc 
all  well  except  her— And  desire  Kindest  regards  to  you  &  Kate— 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  attention  to  Robert  S: 
Ellen,  I  think  they  never  reed  K’s  letter— for  Robt  told  John,  that 
“probably  he  would  not  see  him  oil’,  for  he  wished  to  go  to  Morris¬ 
town  before  he  left  for  Europe”— 

My  love  to  Kate  &:  the  dear  children,  with  much  for  yourself  from 
your 

Affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 


Novcm.  20,  1  852 

Dearest  Kale- 

Ilad  I  not  felt  satisfied  that  you  were  all  luxuriating  in  Bond 
Street,  I  should  have  feared  that  you  were  in  trouble  at  home,  1'wo 
long  weeks  elapsed  without  hearing  one  word  lrom  Morristown,  but 
at  last  three  hark  Mails  have  arrived,  bringing  one  from  you  K  two 
from  Mr  B— the  contents  of  which  1  must  note  in  this  as  1  hope  to 
get  this  in  the  evening  mail— 

The  Baby  is  perfectly  restored  &  they  say  in  finer  health  than  she 
has  ever  been— 

I  am  happy  to  learn  that  you  have  had  a  v  isit  from  Mrs  McCrea, 
what  a  delightful  acquisition  she  would  be  to  your  society!  1  wish 
she  would  make  Morristown  her  residence— I  am  called  oil  — 

22nd— A  good  rainy  day  gives  me  promise  ol  leisure  K  quiet  to 
continue  my  letter— 
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You  refer  to  Mrs  McCrea  feeling  a  hesitation  in  uniting  herself 
to  the  Chh.  on  account  of  its  publ ic i t y — "Whosoever  will  be  my 
disciple,  let  him  take  up  his  cross  &:  follow  me”— Here  is  a  touch 
stone— We  pray  lor  tender  consciences,  we  pray  that  we  may  know 
our  duty— Now,  il  Clod  by  his  Spirit,  shews  us  our  duly,  and  we  let 
sell  (or  Satan)  come  in  with  temptation,  are  we  not  in  danger  ol 
grieving  I  rom  our  1  lean  the  Spirit  ol  Clod?  1 1  our  hearts  have  under¬ 
gone  that  change,  which  Christ  teaches  they  must— then,  1  should 
suppose  she  would  rejoice  that  an  opportunity  ollered  to  crucify 
self,  that  she  were  permitted,  to  before  Angels  &  Men,  take  the  Lord 
to  be  her  Clod  in  Christ— If  I  understand  you  right  as  regards  her 
feelings  ol  the  Epis.  Church,  I  think  she  could  not  be  happy,  nor 
increase  in  holliness,  as  she  would  or  could,  in  the  Lies.  Branch  of 
Christ's  chh— Not  but  the  doctrines  are  alike— but  the  carrying  out, 
these  doctrines  makes  the  difference— Religion  is  everything  or 
nothing— hall  way  Service  will  not  please  our  Master— not  that  1 
ever  give  any  other— but  Presbyterianism  calls  for  a  close,  holy  walk 
with  Clod— &:  non  conformity  to  the  world— and  altho  wholly  delin¬ 
quent,  I  love  it  because  in  these  requirements  it  sustains  the  Bible— 
How  sad  that  poor  Bessie  should  be  tormented  with  tooth  ache! 
Kiss  her  with  the  other  dear  children— I  long  to  see  Looc— 

Fanny  is  in  better  health,  Lavinia  thinks,  than  she  has  been  since 
she  was  born— She  lies  on  the  Moor,  but  does  not  attempt  to  creep— 
Your  nurse  being  sick,  must  be  hard  for  you— oftentimes  the  kind¬ 
ness  they  recicve  in  sickness  binds  them  closely  to  us,  which  1  trust 
may  be  the  case  in  this  instance— 

I  sent  you  a  Newspaper  containing  an  announcement  of  Mr  Ches¬ 
ter’s  death— She  has  been  East  three  months,  about  three  weeks  since 
he  took  cold,  did  very  little  for  it,  &  “could  not  take  time  to  nurse 
himself’’  until  dysentery  set  in,  when  Mrs  Morrell  thought  his  wife 
should  be  with  him,  &:  wrote  for  her— She  had  been  just  one  week 
home,  when  he  was  pronounced  much  better,  all  his  bad  symptoms 
were  gone— this  was  the  day  before  he  died!  I  saw  Mrs  Morrell,  she 
was  quite  encouraged,  saying,  “Dr  Terry  says  there  is  not  a  vestige 
of  his  disease  left ,  yet  evidently  his  liver  is  badly  affected’’— that  night 
Dr.  Terry  asked  for  a  consultation,  Pitcher  &  Rice  were  called  and 
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pronounced  him  past  recovery!!  He  lived  until  7  oclock  the  next 
Morning— he  was  carried  to  the  Cemetery  yesterday— 1  understand 
he  is  to  he  carried  to  Connect icut— her  brother  and  h is  brother  and 
wile  came  up— I  think  it  probable  that  all  will  go  east  as  soon  as  the 
weather  changes— Poor  lellow,  had  his  lile  insured  lor  Si  0,000  8c  1 
understand  that  he  has  made  Irom  to  $(k)oo  this  summer  8c  owns 
valuable  Lots  near  the  City— He  was  highly  respected  8c  beloved  in 
our  community— it  is  about  two  months  since  he  was  called  "to 
visit  his  dying.  Mother,  who  on  taking  leave,  said  ‘We  shall  never 
meet  again  in  this  world’”— she  is  still  living,  eigluy-live  years  old— 

1  Ie  took  his  Son  to  the  family  hurrying  Ground  L  pointed  out  the 
graves  of  different  members  of  the  family,  and  said,  "line  1  shall  be 
buried”— 

1  feared  from  Mary’s  last  letter,  all  you  write— 1  am  not  surprized 
at  her  feeling  as  she  does- Yet  we  must  not  encourage  her  by  sym¬ 
pathizing  with  her— She  is  only  the  .second  edition  of  her  Mother’s 
life,  "never  is,  but  hoping  to  be”  settled,  and  1  fear  the  settlement 
will  be  in  like  manner— It  matters  little  where  our  lot  is  cast,  il  we 
have  our  hearts  dear  ones  around  us— Life  is  too  short  for  Man  and 
wife  to  spend  much  of  their  time  separated  from  each  other— 

I  too  regretted  that  my  precious  Mary  did  not  come  to  Detroit, 
but  only  from  selfishness— She  is  loo  close  an  immitater  to  have  been 
under  Martha’s  influence— I  think  she  would  have  improved  in 
Music,  Geography  &  French— even  in  writing,  Yet  her  style  ol  speak¬ 
ing  and  pronunciation  were  so  intolerable  that  no  advantage  could 
compensate  for  the  injury  a  child  like  Mary  might  have  imbibed— 
If  we  live  to  meet,  I  will  tell  you  all  about  everything— 

1  lenry  I  Iulbert  is  gone  to  a  School  in  the  Country,  to  lit  for  W. 
Point— Our  family  are  alone— bob  is  well,  as  are  all  the  others— 

Dave  bids  me  thank  you  and  Mr  b— for  your  participation  in  his 
victory— it  was  a  great  one,  for  he  got  many  I  F/dg  votes—  Now,  l  trust 
that  he  will  so  act  pi  it  himself  as  will  give  satisfaction  to  his  friends— 
Neither  you  nor  I  should  feel  put  out,  by  the  Duflield  faction— 
Remember  he  8c  bethune  ran,  for  the  Prosecuting  Ally’s  office— 
Dave  beat!!  And  now  again  to  leave  him  behind  is  a  little  more  than 
we  should  forbear— for  D.b.D.  has  a  very  ambitious  Mother,  who 
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is  not  willing  lo  see  her  talented  Boy  drudging  quietly  in  an  Ollice— 
while  he,  whom  she  thinks  so  decidedly  inferior  to  all  her  Boys, 
should  he  placed  conspicuously  before  the  Public— The  good  book 
says  ■  Jealousy  is  as  cruel  as  the  grave”— You  scold  because  1  have 
not  written  about  it— They  may  laugh  who  will,  ic  altho  1  was  pained 
at  some  things  from  the  family,  1  can  with  truth  say,  that  it  has  not 
lei t  an  unkind  feeling.—  And  obeying  the  command  speak  evil  of 
no  man,  I  thought  it  wrong  to  write  anything  that  tended  to  prej¬ 
udice  you  against  that  family.—  I  shall  ever  love  Mr.  D.  &  Bethune— 
Sc  lor  their  sakes,  willingly  recieve  wrong  from  his  family  rather  than 
do  them  wrong.—  1  think  a  wrong  report  has  gone  forth  of  the  “Ad¬ 
vertiser—”  Through  the  whole  campaign,  1  think  they  were  very 
courteous— so  much  so  that  I  often  spoke  of  it,  and  wondered  what 
it  meant.  The  other  Whig  Paper,  “77/6'  Tribune” ,  was  terrible  X; 
Have  meant  to  have  sued  him  for  Libel,  but  the  wisest  (1  think)  of 
Dave’s  friends  told  him,  lie  would  be  killed  much  more  ellectively 
by  silence.—  I  Ie  was  no  more  abused  than  Cass  and  all  other  political 
Marks.— 

Mr.  B  -towards  the  hist  of  his  letter— after  this  John  will  be  able 
to  make  up  the  A/cl!  All  that  is  well  enough— for  gladly  1  relieve 
him  from  any  labor  I  can— but  while  I  live,  and  he  lives,  1  implore 
him,  never  to  give  up  making  out  the  “Tickler—”1  That  is  my 
Stronghold— without  it  1  could  do  nothing. 

Do  send  me  word  what  the  Frazer  chair  cost— X:  Loo’s  handsome 
Cloak  and  hood— children’s  dress— &  then  I  will  pay  what  you  have 
spent  for  me,  not  what  1  owe,  that  1  can  never  do— 

I  sent  you  last  week  a  paper  containing  Mr  Duffield’s  j t h  letter— 
did  you  get  it? 

Kitty  Neal’s  sister  Ellen  was  here  this  morning,  her  husband  was 
killed  on  a  Steam  Boat— she  is  anxious  to  find  out  where  Kitty  is— 
They  never  hear  from  her— they  think  your  Cook  may  know  her 
address— If  so,  will  you  write  it  to  me? 

John  Sc  Lavinia  send  you  both  much  love— she  1  believe  is  writ  ing 
to  you— 

Sarah,  too,  sends  her  love— she  says,  “Mamy,  I  don’t  write  those 
girls  things  as  bad  as  yoti  think  I  do”— 
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Is  Kale-  coming  to  spend  the  winter?  David  leaves  Detroit  in  Dec. 
tor  Lansing,  Employed  by  R.R.Go.— In  Feb.  he  expects  to  be  sent 
by  the  parly  to  Washington— 

I  believe  I  have  now  written  all  I  had  to  write  about— My  propen¬ 
sity  to  anticipate  still  hangs  to  rne,  I  am  now  calculating  on  the  visit 
ol  your  family  for  next  summer— 

With  much  love  to  Mr  B— as  well  as  yourself,  &  always  to  all  in 
Bond  Street,  ever  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

e.e'.s. 

1  \  t  ic  kler  is  ;i  reminder  of  things  due— or  done. 

-  Kate  Benson,  Sarah’s  sister. 

Nov.  25th,  1852. 

Spc/.ia,  Italy. 

Dear  mother  and  father:1 

1  have  just  finished  a  letter  to  Jessy,"  such  a  one,  as  I  thought  would 
interest  her. 

We  have  at  last  arrived  safely  at  Spe/ia,  all  well,  but  tired  almost 
to  death.  I  think  I  could  never  again  attempt  it  without  an  Ameri¬ 
can  servant.  It  was  well  without  one  on  board  ship,'1  where  we  had 
every  comfort,  but  in  these  small  places  1  cannot  bear  to  have  these 
miserable  dirty  Italians  around  the  children. 

They  are  the  most  forlorn  class  of  people  I  have  ever  seen.  The 
women  wear  a  stuffed,  and  a  little  flat  piece  of  straw  about  the  size 
of  your  hand  over  their  foreheads. 

Willie  calls  all  of  them  Annies,  and  is  perfectly  delighted  with  the 
Rum  dams  as  he  calls  the  soldiers,  of  which  there  are  plenty  in  every 
direction.  They  are  a  great  nuisance  1  think,  although  they  do  not 
trouble  us  much,  but  are  very  polite  when  they  see  Bob’s  uniform. 

We  were  detained  some  little  time  outside  of  Havre,  and  the  other 
passengers,  or  rather  five  of  them,  Mr.  Hoadlcy  and  his  family,  were 
anxious  to  go  ashore,  and  the  Captain  to  oblige  them,  hailed  a  pilot 
boat,  and  accompanied  them,  but  their  anxiety  caused  suspicion, 
and  not  only  the  two  gentlemen  were  examined,  but  the  ladies  were 
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taken  to  the  Custom-house  and  questioned  closely,  as  to  whether 
they  had  anything  hidden  on  their  persons.  Nothing  however  was 
taken  Irom  any  ol  them,  except  two  shawls  which  the  men  had 
thrown  around  them  instead  of  overcoats.  The  custom  ollicials 
sie/ed  these  saying,  “oh!  no,  ladies  wear  shawls,  but  gentlemen 
never.” 

( )nr  baggage  was  heavy  expense  to  us,  as  they  otdy  allow  you  about 
lilteen  or  twenty  lbs.  and  all  the  rest  is  charged  lor  very  high. 

1  do  not  think  mother  could  possibly  live  here.  At  Inst  it  seemed 
as  il  1  could  gel  nothing  to  eat.  They  give  you  a  large  bowl  lull  of 
strong  eolfee,  without  any  milk,  or  bread.  11  you  go  to  the  table 
d’hote,  they  charge  you  $2.  for  each  person,  and  alter  all,  it  is  very 
poor,  and  you  get  nothing  to  eat. 

I  hey  live  on  sweets  ol  all  kinds,  and  such  a  thing  as  a  t  racker  is 
not  to  be  bought  in  Europe. 

1  he  people  on  the  steamboats  would  give  the  children  large  sticks 
ol  chocolate,  and  lumps  of  sugar,  and  when  1  asked  them  not  to  give 
them  too  much,  they  appeared  quite  astonished,  and  said  Americans 
did  not  know  what  was  good.  They  constantly  are  making  remarks 
about  us,  saying  we  are  very  white  Americans,  and  push  each  other 
to  look  at  the  Signora’s  hand  and  tried  even  to  brush  aside  my  dress, 
so  as  to  look  at  my  feet,  (mother’s  hands  and  feet  were  very  small.) 1 

They  are  a  horribly  coarse  dirty  and  ignorant  people.  Men  always 
do  the  chamberwork.  In  many  places,  there  are  no  fastenings  on  the 
water  closet  doors,  and  men  will  walk  in  and  out  at  their  own  sweet 
will. 

At  Marseilles  1  was  in  one,  when  in  marched  a  man,  with  a  c  ham¬ 
ber  in  his  hand;  l  told  him  to  go  out;  he  said  he  only  would  disturb 
me  lor  a  moment,  as  he  wanted  to  empty  the  vessel.  I  told  him  no 
matter  what  he  wanted,  he  must  go  out.  The  man  appeared  perlectly 
astonished  and  simply  went  outside  the  door,  and  waited  there  till 
I  came  out.  but  this  is  only  one  of  many  instances  mother  dear,  that 
I  could  mention. 

We  arrived  at  Marseilles  about  midnight.  The  children  had  been 
asleep  in  the  cars,  and  there  was  no  covered  place  near,  and  it  was 
pouring.  I  was  afraid  the  children  wotdd  lake  cold.  At  last  a  man 
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came  up  and  told  us  to  get  into  his  omnibus.  That  would  leave  us 
at  the  hotel  we  were  going  to.  I  did,  thinking  that  1  could  wait  there, 
while  Bob  was  getting  the  luggage  through  the  Custom-house.  Soon 
however  the  man  succeeded  in  getting  enough  passengers,  who  were 
going  to  his  own  hotel,  and  then  he  wanted  me  and  in)  children  to 
get  out.  It  was  so  wet  and  cold,  and  there  was  no  place  lor  me  to 
go  except  to  sit  on  some  marble  steps.  I  concluded  the  best  thing 
lor  me  to  do,  was  to  appear  perfectly  st upid,  and  not  mov e.  1  lie  man 
alter  speaking  to  me  in  French,  began  in  Italian,  but  1  would  simply 
shake  my  head  as  if  1  did  not  understand.  I  he  passengers  all  began 
to  smile,  and  told  him  he  had  better  go  and  hunt  up  some  one  who 
could  speak  English.  The  man  gradually  became  perlectly  I  rant  ic, 
and  would  say,  “mon  Dieu!  moil  Dieu!  You  woman  American,  volts 
etes  dumb.”  1  le  then  sent  another  man  oil  in  search  ol  Bob,  but  Bob 
knowing  there  was  no  other  shelter  for  us,  detei  mined  to  not  under¬ 
stand  either.  The  poor  man  was  almost  crazy,  and  the  passengers 
were  beginning  to  get  annoyed  at  the  delay,  Fortunately  Bob  sud¬ 
denly  appeared  on  the  scene,  and  turning  to  the  man,  1  said  in 
French,  “Oh!  There  is  my  husband!  Go  and  speak  to  him.” 

The  man  was  so  relieved  to  find  that  1  was  not  really  deal  and 
dumb  as  he  had  feared,  and  we  soon  left  amidst  the  hearty  laugh 
of  all. 

At  Marseilles  we  met  one  of  the  steamers  attached  to  the  Squad¬ 
ron,  'Flic  “Levant.”  All  of  the  officers  called  to  see  me  as  well  as 
The  Consul,  and  several  others. 

The  Commodore’s  ship  left  only  the  day  belore  we  arrived.  1  hey 
arc  all  soon  expected  back  to  winter  here.  Several  of  the  ollicer’s 
wives  are  here.  They  hire  furnished  apartments,  and  do  their  own 
marketing.  One  lady  arrived  only  a  very  short  time  before  us!  She 
came  over  in  The  "Muinbolt”,  the  steamer  we  First  intended  cross¬ 
ing  over  in. 

If  Mr.  Post6  or  Mr.  Willis0  will  go  over  to  the  Navy  Yard,  and 
enquire  whether  there  is  a  letter  bag  up  for  this  station  on  the 
Mediterranean.  If  there  is  please  send  me  out  by  this  bag  a  bundle 
of  New  York  papers,  and  as  many  letters  as  you  can,  as  by  the  mail 
for  the  Squadron  we  pay  no  postage,  but  if  sent  by  mail  the  postage 
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would  probably  amount  to  about  Two  Dollars.  There  is  not  an 
English  paper,  or  book  to  be  found  in  the  place.  The  language  ol 
course  is  dillerent,  and  they  do  not  understand  a  word  of  Knglish. 

Near  this  place  was  t he  residence  of  Byron.  It  is  an  old  castle,  and 
well  worth  visiting.  The  scenery  all  around  here  is  beautiful,  old 
castles  crowui  the  mountains  sides,  and  memory  recalls  thrilling 
scenes  ol  interest.  All  however  is  so  dillerent  from  my  own  loved 
home.  W  hen  I  next  write  1  hope  we  shall  be  settled.  I  will  try  and 
do  some  cooking  myself  and  have  some  Ainei  ican  dishes. 

Do  write  mother  dear  as  often  as  possible  and  direct  to 

Passed  Midshipman  Stuart 

(J.  S.  Squadron  Mcditerranian, 

Care  of  Naval  Store  Keeper, 

Spezia,  Italy, 

or  else  c/o  of  American  Consul  Genoa. 

With  lose  to  all,  believe  me  ever  your  affectionate  daughter, 

Ellen  Stuart 

1  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  William  Cairns,  Roslyn,  Long  Island,  N.Y. 

-  Jessie  was  Kilim's  older  sister,  who  had  married  Richard  Storrs  Willis  Sepl.  30, 
iHr,:*. 

•'  The  Stuarts  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  a  sailing  vessel. 

1  Parenthesis  by  Virginia  Stuart  Maihay  Smith,  who  copied  this  letter. 

James  Post,  Mr.  Cairns’  agent  in  New  York. 

0  Richard  Storrs  Willis,  husband  of  Jessie  Cairns. 

Detroit,  Dec.  4th,  1 85 i> 

Dearest  Kale— 

The  days  are  hastening  on,  which  seem  to  shut  us  up  from  speedy 
communication  with  each  other— Already  regularity  in  mails  has 
ceased— Boats  go  at  any  time,  when  a  sufficiency  of  freight  and  pas¬ 
sengers  will  warrant  their  leaving— 


K  C’s  strictures,  not  that  there  was  much  interest,  but  I  wish  you  to 
see  all— 

1  also  wrote  to  the  Proprietor  of  the  “Observer”  Philladelplia, 
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lo  send  you  any  number  ol  his  paper  containing  Mr  Duflield's  let¬ 
ters,  which  were  designed  for  me,  by  Mr  Dullield’s  order— The  win¬ 
ter  coming  on  may  cause  them  to  fail  in  coming  to  me,  hut  cannot 
in  coining  to  you,  and  we  have  a  great  man)  taken  here— 

Ere  this  I  take  it  for  granted  you  have  got  through  with  your 
N.York  v  isit  —  I  low  I  should  love  to  hear  the  dear  children  talk  ol  all 
they  saw  R:  heard— 

IVc  are  now  all  settled  for  winter— Unde  is  in  line  health,  hut  ol 
course,  very  weak— John  has  complained  very  much  lot  the  past 
three  days  of  pain  in  his  breast,  hut  l  hope  there  is  nothing  set  ions — 
Dear  Fanny  is  well,  was  vaccinated  three  days  since— Lavinia  is 
well— she  is  an  excellent  wife  and  Mother— she  never  sits  one  minute 
idle— 

Dave  and  all  there,  are  well— her  little  Sarah  is  our  sainted  one 
over  again,  just  such  a  gentle  intelligent  little  one,  seems  too  sweet 
for  Earth— 

David  is  busy,  he  is  employed  by  Joy,  to  go  to  Lansing,  leaves  in 
a  few  days  R:  expects  to  go  to  Washington  itt  February— Oh,  never 
cease  to  pray  for  him,  he  does  not,  I  fear,  pray  for  himself!— Without 
Clod  he  can  do  nothing  well— Oh,  my  hoys  weigh  more  heavily  on 
my  heart  R:  head  than  they  ever  did— Neither  Robert  nor  Ellen  have 
written  me  a  line  since  she  left  Erie— 

I  recieved  a  long  R;  sorrowful  letter  Iroiti  Uncle  I  borne  by  yester¬ 
day’s  mail,  he  speaks  with  great  gratification  of  “a  visit  Irom  our  own 
dear  Kate”— I  am  glad  you  went  there— they  seem  lelt  alone  in  the 
world— The  loss  of  Deborah’s  sight  is  terrible!  1  am  trying  to  per¬ 
suade  them  to  use  the  Frost  Weed— it  entirely  cured  Jane  Brady, 
who  was  totally  blind  for  six  weeks— 

Our  City  is  very  quiet  and  I  rather  think  we  shall  have  a  sober 
winter— 

1  think  Miss  Cass  would  greet  Kate  Benson’s  lace  with  great  pleas¬ 
ure— I  really  pity  her— she  has  no  associate  but  Sarah— 

Oh,  1  have  had  from  Bshp  McCoskry1  one  of  the  most  interesting 
as  well  as  amusing  visits  I  ever  recieved,  described  minutely  every¬ 
thing  he  saw  while  in  Europe— told  how  he  &  Bshp  DeLanccy2 
clothed  in  Scarlet  Robes,  with  a  black  velvet  cap,  together  with  lutn- 
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died  oilier  Bshps,  walked  in  procession— how  immoderately  he 
laughed  on  gelling- sight  of  Bshp  Del.ancey1—  [E.K.S.] 

1  Bishop  S.imwcl  Allen  McCoskry  was  the  first  Episcopal  Bishop  of  Michigan— 

Bishop  William  llcatluote  Dc-Lamcy  was  the  first  Episcopal  Bishop  ol  WVsurn 
\i  w  N'oik— i8;^cj-i8(>5. 

•‘In  i8ya,  the  Archbishop  of  Cantcrhury  requested  that  the  American  Bishops 
e  lect  twool  t ht  n  number  of  attend  the  Third  Jubilee  of  the  Society  lor  the  lhop.ig.i- 
t i* *n  ol  the  ( lospel.  Bishop  Mtfioskry,  ol  Michigan,  and  Bishop  Del.ancey,  of  Western 
Ni-w  Vcjik,  were  elected.  They  sailed  from  New  York  May  •_>cj,  In  the  llisnny  of 

the  Diocese  of  Western  New  York,  there  is  an  account  ol  this  visit  by  Bishop  Del.ancey 
and  Bishop  McCoskry.  Bishop  McCoskry  reported  that  at  the  gicat  reception  by  the 
Lord  Mayor,  he  was  announced  as  “My  Lord  Bishop  of  My-Chicken”.  And  then  “at 
a  public:  meeting  in  Winchester,  the  Dean,  a  very  old  and  infirm  man,  unable  to 
speak  e\tt  nipore,  forgot  his  speec  h  which  he  had  prepared.  I  le  began  ’  I  I ie  A  met  it  an 
Bishops,  we  are  glad  to  meet  them’.  There  was  a  pause  after  the  cheering,  and  lie 
repeated,  ‘ihe  American  Bishops,  we  are  glad  to  meet  them’.  Again  applause  and 
anothei  silence.  I  he  Dean  turned  in  despair  to  the  American  Bishops  with  ‘My 
Lords,  I  am  seventy  .  Bishop  McCoskry  responded  at  once:  'I  am  not  surprised  that 
words  have  lailcd  you  on  this  occasion.  It  is  no  light  thing  for  a  mother  to  welcome 
home  a  daughterl”  “And  then”,  added  the  Bishop,  “J  thought  they  would  take  the 
roof  oil ". 


Detroit,  Dec.  tjth,  1 85a 

My  dear  kind  Son— 

Your  welcome  letter  accompanyied  by  the  soothing  evidence  of 
your  ailed ionale  attention,  was  recieved  yesterday,  but  too  late  for 
me  to  acknowledge  in  a  joint  letter  ol  John’s  &  mine,  which  we  had 
just  prepared  for  the  mail— 1  cannot  thank  you,  for  services  such  as 
>011  have  rendered  to  me  &:  mine,  can  only  be  felt— I  tell  all  my  chil¬ 
dren,  your  wife  among  the  rest,  that  they  can  never,  never  know 
how  much  you  liaye  done,  &  are  doing  for  us  all— 

Now  that  the  stale  ol  things  is  settled,  I  will  confess  to  you  that, 
having  not  a  Dollar  in  the  lhik,  Sc  very  little  out  of  it,  terrified  me— 
I  thought  that  I  had  unconsciously  gone  at  a  desperate  rate  to  have 
made  way  with  the  whole  income— What  was  I  going  to  do?  More- 
rigid  economy  I  did  not  know  how  to  practice— In  thought ,  1  would 
dismiss  the  Man— then  difficulties,  impossibilities  to  keep  house 
without  one,  would  arise— Then  1  must  break  up  house  keeping— 
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Poor  Uncle  would  stare  me  in  the  face,  &  a  thousand  vagaries  here 
would  intrude  themselve  s  -All  are  put  to  (light  by  seeing  that  1  have 
invested  some  ol  the  Interest,  and  now  lor  a  little  while,  1  hope  lor 
peace  of  mind— 

1  see  you  think  that  I  am,  as  1  was,  punctual  in  giving  Uncle  his 
Annuity,  1  have  not  been  lor  the  last  two  years — When  Unt  ie  Alex 
was  here,  Uncle’s  Money  would  be  found  in  Pens  &  Fixes,  all  oxer 
the  house— He  would,  &  did,  put  his  hands  in  his  Pocket,  &  hand 
indiscriminately  to  the  first  person  the  whim  would  suggest  a  half, 
k:  liom  that,  lie  has  gone  as  high  as  hive  Dollars — W  e  all  came  to 
the  conclusion,  (originating  with  Uncle  and  Young  Alex)  that  money 
might  as  well  be  thrown  in  the  Street  as  given  to  him— they  advised 
me  to  gwe  him  no  more ,  but  as  he  wanted,  since  which,  I  have  done 
so  &  tried  to  keep  an  a/c— this  transaction  is  too  small  to  bring  before 
your  attention— 


My  writing  is  shameful,  but  it  is  what  "1  can  attain  unto”— My 
hand  trembles  so— &  my  heart  beats  so  agitatingly  that  I  cannot  do 
any  better— You  will  say,  then,  why  not  postpone  writing— I  might 
have  to  postpone  many  days,  &  then  be  no  better  -You  have  got  to 
be  sixty  years  old,  and  a  nervus  temperament  added,  before  you  can 
understand  these  things— 1  trust  you  never  may— There  is  no  prob¬ 
ability  that  you  ever  will — 

1  am  at  ease  &  happy  that  your  father’s  Portrait  1  is  in  your  oxxai 
1  louse— 1  thought  if  Fire  should  happen  and  it  be  lost,  that  he  would 
never  again  sit  for  it;  it.  is  invaluable— the  dear  children  should  v  isit 
it,  &  be  talked  to,  about  it  constantly,  so  that  now  while  he  lives, 
helped  by  daily  looking  at  that,  he  may  be  written  with  lively  im¬ 
pression  on  their  young  hearts,  should  he  be  taken  from  you,  Mary 
is  the  only  one,  who  could  without  such  aid,  remember  him— 

John,  of  course,  has  communicated  with  you  about  the  Tin ibawa 
lire  Lands— 

Dear  Son,  I  feel  troubled  that  you  should  be  at  expense,  or  loss, 
as  well  as  care  in  attending  to  our  business— If  I  only  knew  how  to 
work,  I  would  do  it— blank  books,  Ticklers  &  Stationery  of  every 
kind,  costs!  Now,  will  you  oblige  me  by  allowing  me  to  pay  for 
every  cts  worth  you  use  in  your  family,  even  to  steel  Pens,  wafers, 
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Jvc— II  you  will  not,  please  lend  K— money  to  do  it,  &  just  let  her  give 
amount— 1  do  not  want  Items,  1  never  look  at  them— You  know  in 
all  January  I  shall  he  ric  h —  I  herefore,  lor  time  past  R;  present  R;  year 
to  come— just  let  her  know  the  Amt.  R:  for  those  &  the  other  things 
1  will  send  a  Chk  on  N.Y.— with  my  love,  please  tell  Rate,  that  when 
1  am  hotter  fitted  to  write,  I  will  answer  her  very  welcome  letter— 

1  am  glad  that  your  visit  to  N.York  is  over— I  am  sure  to  you  both, 
it  must  have  been,  aside  irom  the  pleasure  of  your  family’s  society, 
more  care  and  anxiety  than  satisfaction— Kate  certainly  accom¬ 
plished  a  great  deal;  I  am  glad  that  she  comforted  by  her  presence 
the  poor  R;  alllicted  as  well  as  delighted  the  heart  of  little  Mrs  Morris 
R:  family— I  look  upon  the  whole  as  a  great  work  done,  through  in¬ 
domitable  energy  &  self  sacrificing  spirit— even  in  visiting  we  can 
honor  our  Master— "No  man  liveth  to  himself”— A  Christian  must 
not  think  of  Self— 

I  am  reading  a  sweet  thing  which  1  wish  you  to  get  for  Katc-R; 
when  I  can  get  hold  of  another  to  see  how  the  name  is  Spelt,  I  must 
beg  you  to  get  / hat,  for  yourself,  R:  chh  both  in  my  A /c— In  the  mean- 
time,  begin  with  R — to  read  hers— it  is  "W  indings  of  the  River  of 
the  Water  of  Life”  by  Chccvcr— I  have  got  to  the  17th  chapter  & 
hnd  it  a  most  valuable  work—  Fell  her  to  read  carefully  1  10  Rage 
R-'  1  /  1  M  ust  that  she  may  find  it  as  valuable  as  I  think  it— 

On  Christinas,  when  you  are  ranging  about  for  Ste  Claus,  look 
for  something  for  the  dear  Children,  &  give  to  each  from  Grand  Ma, 
with  a  Kiss  R:  heart  filled  with  love  R:  good  wishes  that  they  may 
have,  what  1  know  they  will,  a  very  happy  Christmas— 

My  kindest  R:  respectful  remeinberance  to  the  family  in  Bond 
Street  and  much  love  to  Yourself,  from 


Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


All  are  out,  or  you  would  have  Affectionate  greeting  from  all- 
Fanny  is  in  fine  health,  has  improved  astonishingly  since  she  came 
here— Uncle  walks  to  the  Biddle  house  every  day— 

Rlease  tell  R— to  remember  me  kindly  to  all  Mrs  Taylor’s  family 
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&  say  to  them  that  S—  8c  all  hers  arc  well— Dave  leaves  ist  Prox.  for 
Lansing,  where  he  expects  to  remain  until  late  Feb.  when  he  will 
go  to  Washington— 

Alter  Uncle  A— left  America,  I  did  to  him  as  1  would  be  done  by, 
&  wrote  him  every  month,  kept  him  informed  about  his  business— 


1  I'oiiKiitot  Mr.  I .< >oe  Hakcr,  tmlurot  William  IJakcr. 


Detroit,  December  i  i,  1851* 

My  dearest  Kate— 

You  cannot  be  more  rejoiced  that  you  are  through  with  your 
herculean  task,  a  visit  to  N.Y.,  with  lour  children,  than  I— Altho 
I  know  that  your  father  Baker,  &  the  whole  family,  were  delighted 
with  it,  &  spared  no  exertion  to  make  all  pleasant,  all  could  not  re¬ 
lieve  your  mind  from  the  great  anxiety  which  1  am  sure  pervaded 
it— 

I  think  you  accomplished  a  great  deal— I  am  sure  M  rs  Mon  is  must 
have  been  delighted  with  your  visit  — 

My  heart  aches  for  poor  Uncle  Thorne  8c  Sullivan,  their  home  is 
a  melancholy  one,  I  can  not  but  hope  that  the  Frost  Weed,  which 
1  sent  part  icular  direct  ions  for  their  using,  will  benefit  her— Do  you 
not  remember  when  Jane  Brady  was  totally  blind  lor  six  months.-' 
She  was  cured  with  Frost  Weed— I  dared  not  write  to  Sullivan,  that 
I  thought  it  was  scrolfula,  but  there  is  no  doubt  ol  it— 

1  only  bear  of  K.  Roland  through  friends— She  is  so  lar  recovered 
as  to  be  able  to  write— They  live  in  that  purchased  Cottage,  near 
Alexandria,  where  1  understand  Emily  gets  up  with  the  Lark,  works 
in  her  Garden  with  her  own  hands,  &  sends  Strawberries  8c  vegetables 
to  Wash.  Market— Last  Year  beside  her  garden,  she  eat  ned  with  her 
Pen  Five  hundred  dollars— Saxe  Kcllog  staid  two  days  with  them,  8c 
says  they  arc  most  “comfortably  8c  delightlully  settled  — 

Laura,  husband  8c  children  past  here  some  months  since,  1  did  not 

sec  her— she  only  staid  over  night— 

You  have  reason  to  value  your  nurse,  she  must  be  a  faithful,  self- 
denying  creature — When  my  fmgeis  weie  as  hets,  1  think  it  my  life 
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STUA  RT  LETTERS 


l  +  i 


tie j j(  ndcd  on  1 1 ,  I  could  noi  have  t akcn  care  ol  a  child,  11  only  prows 
how  much  we  (an  do,  ll  w’e  resist  self  indulgence — You  know,  mine 
is  not  a  fain  ling'  constitution,  twice  in  my  seige  with  that  linger  1 
fainted,  &  not  when  it  was  lanced— 

1  am  glad  that  the  precious  boy  is  weaned,  it  is  a  great  Sc  dreaded 
work,  well  finished— he  will  be  all  the  stronger;  8c  to  me  a  matter  of 
congratulation,  as  it  will  leave  you  so  much  at  liberty,  witen  you 
come  to  me  in  the  Spring— I  catch  myself  anticipating  so  much  hap¬ 
piness,  that  1  dare  not  dwell  on  the  thought — I  low  many  sad,  sad 
events  may  bclal  us  between  this  8c  my  season  of  promised  happiness 
-God  will  order,  8;  how  sweetly  consolling  to  feel,  that  we  can 
ac({ u iese  —the  dilference  between  acquiesing  8c  submitting,  I 
caught  or  learned  from  dear  cheerful,  now  sainted  (I  believe)  Mrs 
Jones  She  desired  only  to  be  what  Christ  willed:  A  high  attainment! 

Dear  Mrs  Griffin  is  young  to  have  already  tasted  Earth’s  darkest, 
bitterest  allliction;  I  think  with  you,  tis  mistaken  kindness  that, 
would  banish  by  cheerfulness  the  sorrows  of  heart,  too  deep  for  any 
hut  God  to  soothe— She  may  never  speak  it,  but  every  effort  made 
lot  that  object,  will  only  drive  her  more  8:  more  to  dwelling  on  the 
bitterness  ol  allliction,  because  she  will  be  made  to  fully  realize,  that 
she  must  suffer  without  sympathy— &  hush  all  her  sorrows  in  her  own 
heart,  because  they  must  not  be  intruded  on  her  friends,  to  mar 
their  happiness— She  is  alone!  More  8c  more,  if  she  has  the  heart  I 
think  she  has,  she  will  be  made  to  feel  she  must  walk  the  dull  journey 
of  life  alone— She  loved  her  husband  ardently,  purely,  disinterestedly 
she  respected  him, she  could  go  to  him  as  a  counsellor— altho  feeble 
in  Body,  she  had  already  learned  to  lean  on  him— It  will  take  much 
time  to  even  weaken  these  remcmbcranccs;  all  time ,  I  believe,  to 
sever  her  heart  hom  the  dead!  She  is  young  8c  should  she  be  spared, 
she  will  be  brought  to  yield  to  the  truth,  that  she  cannot  live  for  the 
dead;  She  must,  be  where,  8c  how,  God  sees  fit  to  place  her— Give  her 
my  most  affectionate  sympathizing  love— 

I  am  mortified  8c  grieved  that  Mrs  Satterlee  should  ever  show  or 
t  ead  anything  I  write,  to  any  one— I  write  to  her  as  I  would  to  you, 
8c  feel  the  same  safety— It  will  make  me  afraid  to  write  any  more  to 
any  one  but  my  children,  who  from  fear  of  disgrace  will  not  expose 
my  short  comings— 
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STUART  LETTERS 


You  and  I  agree  in  admiration  of  Joe  Taylor— Hatty  is  as  sweet 
a  gii  1,  and  as  smart ,  but  being  older  does  not  appear  as  interesting— 
Poor  Dr  T— with  all  his  infirmity,  ordered  bis  household  well-Wilh 
all  her  orriginal  views  R:  habits  to  overcome,  do  you  not  think  that 
Mis  I  aylor  is  a  Christian.’'  She  has  very  much  to  contend  with  in  her 
early  education— While  here,  she  appeared  very  well— Remember 
me  kindly  to  them  all— 

I’ittle  fanny  has  just  got  through  with  vaccination,  she  is  very 
well,  as  are  Mother  R:  f  ather — 


1  am  glad  you  went  to  see  poor  Mrs  Davis,  1  know  that  she  will 
value  it— It  is  under  such  circumstances,  we  show  (I  think)  our  love 
to  Christ— When  fortune  smiles,  friends  are  Jilenly,  it  is  in  the  hour 
ol  reverse  R:  sorrow,  we  can  (if  ever)  cheer  the  stricken  heart— liar, 
where  they  ever  kept  open  house,  &  comfort  ted  the  Stranger,  they 
recicvcd  no  more  attention,  nor  Kindness  than  if  they  had  been 
Washerwomen— I  think  they  fell  it,  but  I  never  referred  to  it  — 1  hope 
they  will  prosper— 

Dave  recieved  your  "lion.”  letter  R-  was  much  amused— 

You  R:  I  understand  the  sacrament  of  Baptism  exactly  alike  (i.e.) 
as  imparting  no  holiness,  nor  change  whatever  to  the  child,  only  a 
sign,  that  Cod  will  acknowledge,  that  the  Parent,  or  parents,  have 
dedicated  their  child  to  Christ’s  service  8c  hind  themselves  as  far  as 
in  them  lies,  to  train  them  specially  for  Christ,  on  which  ell'ort  he 
pours  his  Spirit;  &  A  faithfully  performed,  I  do  not  believe,  that  a 
child  will  ever  be  lost,  but  will  be  a  useful  decided  Christian.. When 


the  reverse  is  (omul,  I  believe  it  is  error  in  parental  training— 'That 
Cod  designed  infant  (of  believers)  Baptism,  1  no  mine  doubt— 1  did 
once — You  ask  il  it  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  type  of  cit cumcission, 
what  is  to  become  of  the  female  children”?  All  the  Ceremonies  of 
the  Jewish  Chh.  were  confined  to  the  Men— But  when  healing  was, 
female,  as  well  as  Male,  participated— the  female  children  of  be¬ 
lievers,  when  bitten,  looked  on  the  Brazen  Serpent,  were  healed  R: 
lived— Ceremonies  were  abolished  R:  there  is  no  more  sheddimr  of 
blood— &  Water  is  substituted  for  Believers  and  their  children— 

I  have  noticed  the  view  of  Baptism  in  our  confession  of  Faith, 
and  feel  as  you  do— And  in  that  little  catachism,  that  the  dear  ch il- 
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dicn  Icai  tied,  ilie  same  teaching  E  found,— It  is  the  very 
that  of  the  Episcopal  Chh.  which  the  Presbyterian  Chh. 
with— or  what  1  thought  they  quarreled  with— 


same,  as 
quarrels 


I  low  I  should  love  to  see  Looly  strut  about— it  is  strange  1  can  not 
lonn  any  idea  ol  him— I  try  to  immaginc  how  he  looks— what  pan 
he  plays  in  the  house,  but  he  always  comes  before  me  as  an  infant 
in  the  Arms— 


1H  .u  .  pi ecious  Mary  Re  Bessie,  the*)’  are  right,  there  is  no  place  li ke 
home  I  licit  allect innate,  kind  parents  make  their  home  so  happy, 
that  it  will  ever  be  their  brightest  spot  of  Earth— This  is  as  God 
designs  it,  I  le  sets  us  oil  in  lamilies,  wholly  lor  our  benefit  &  happi¬ 
ness,  &  when  his  arrangement  is  not  successful,  the  fault  is  in  the 
Parents— \\  hat  tremendous  responsibilities  rests  on  Parents!  Oh, 
how  1  have  been  (too  late)  brought  to  see  it!  God’s  word  is  true, 
mu  hanging,  \\  hat  V e  sow,  ye  shall  reap!  Sow  the  wind,  and  reap  the 
whirlwind!!  \\  hen  /  reflect  on  these  things,  I  remind  myself  of  the 
Indian  in  the  Niagara  Rapids,  arise,  look  round,  see  the  crashing 
Cat. u .ict,  diaw  the  Blanket  over  head  8c  eyes,  8c  sit  down  in  horror, 
but  submissively  meet  the  tremendous  consequence— 

Oh,  that  dear  gentle  Eliza-she  “specked  it  aint  Noo  Ork”!! 
Blessed  child,  she  seems  to  be  two  in  one,  I  can  not  think  of  her  with¬ 
out  sadness  of  heart— 


I  (eel  Mattered  that  Mrs  Stiles  ever  thinks  or  speaks  of  me.  Our 
spii  its  in  one  respect  are  too  much  alike  ever  to  come  together,  viz: 
that  we  are  favorites  of  no  one— Such  need  persons  who  will  always 
make  advances  to  them— lor  we  are  afraid  of  making  unacceptable 
intrusion,  and  in  this  way,  I  believe,  often  lose  valuable  friends— 
My  kindest  regards  to  her  and  her  family— it  were  the  perfection  of 
ingratitude  in  me,  did  I  not  love  her,  for  her  affectionate,  sisterly 
treatment  of  you— 

Pray  constantly  lor  your  Pastor,  and  you  will  love  him,  1  believe 
he  is  just  where  the  Providence  of  God  placed  him-He  does  not 
need  the  brilliant  ol  Earth,  to  build  up  his  cause— 

Uncle  sits  sleeping  beside  me— he  talks  very  often  of  you  all,  but 
I  think  it  is  like  the  talk  ol  a  little  child  who  has  heard  of  persons, 
of  whom  it  has  no  definite  idea— 
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How  strange  that  Scotland  never  writes  one  word— I  ihoiudil 
\\  I  len  I  c  eased  to  "write,  t  hat  the  I  eat  ol  loss,  or  anxiet  v,  won  Id  brinf)' 
a  letter,  hut  nothing  ol  the  kind — Mr  I. yell  gets  not  a  word— 

\\  hen  Mr  Baker  wrote,  you  were  sullering  Ironi  Inlluen/a,  1  hope 
ere  t his  you  are  well— 

It  is  long since  1  have  heard  I rom  poor  Mary,  some  times  1  think 
she  and  I  will  never  see  each  other  attain— 

1  am  truly  sorry  to  hear  that  dear,  little  Mrs  Walker  has  lost  one 
ol  her  sweet  little  Boys — 1  trust  that  it  will  not  he  a  severer  trial,  than 
she  can  endure— She  is  a  fragile  little  thing,  &  seemed  to  me,  too 
badly  fitted  to  meet  the  rough  blasts  of  Earth— '1  lie  death  of  a  child 
is  among  its  bitterest  sorrows — W hen  you  write,  do  remember  me  in 
love,  Sj  m  heart  felt  sympathy  to  her —  Here,  we  ran  all  sym fiat hize, 
having  hern  touched  in  like  manner—  Idle  death  of  a  child  is  a  great 
coid  snapped,  that  chains  our  hearts  to  Earth — Eternity  never  seems 
so  near,  as  when  one  ol  our  blessed  ones  is  called  to  enter  there,  it 
seems  as  if  only  a  shut  door,  divides  us— 

1  hope  you  have  seen  Mr  Dullield’s  (>th  letter,  he  dwells  on  the 
nothingness  of  Earth’s  Pomps  &  honors— Now  tell  me  what  .means 
my  relieving  the  Paper  containing  his  letters  from  Morristown ? 

1  thought  that  I  explained  the  new  arrangement  fully  to  you— You 
seemed  anxious  to  get  his  letters— as  long  as  we  had  open  navigation 
&  regular  Mails,  I  was  not  alraid  ol  your  not  getting  them— But  as 
the  winter  arrangements  made  me  afraid  that  you  would  not  re¬ 
lieve  them,  I  wrote  to  the  Publisher,  to  send  to  Morristown  every 
paper  containing  a  letter  from  Mr  Duffield— instead  ol  Detroit— 
Mr  Duffield  having  settled  unknown  to  us,  to  have  a  paper  contain¬ 
ing  his  letters  sent  to  D.B.D.— Dr  Stuart— Mr  Hastings  Mrs  Cass— 
&  Myself— I  became  a  Subscriber  to  the  Paper  for  the  term  ol  Mr 
Duflield’s  absence,  consequently,  I  now  get  the  paper  rcgulai  ly  every 
week,  whether  the  letters  arc  in  or  not— Those  designed  for  me,  1 
have  ordered  sent  to  Morristown,  so  that  yon  should  not  be  disap¬ 
pointed  in  the  rcct.  of  them— Now  by  sending  them  to  me,  you  only 
send  me  a  duplicate  of  that  which  I  have— 

By  this  Mail,  I  send  you  a  Prairie  1  Icrald,  containing  a  letter  from 
Mr  Duffield  to  me— and  hope  to  send  you  his  three  written  to  the 
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(<lili  I-  Coil grc^ai  ion  -'1  his  reminds  me  to  say  that  my  expel  ience  is 
all  against  religious  Newspaper  reading,  &  all  religious  mom  lily  or 
weekly  publications— I  mean  to  Christ iaus-it  dissipates  &  1  think 
weakens  the  mind— My  choice  ol  reading  is  to  coniine  myself  to  Bible 
and  valuable  anthers— Chalmers— Rutherford— I  lamilton— Cheever 
&  suc  h  like—  You  are  beginning  life— Watch  this,  &  if  your  experi¬ 
ence  confirms  mine,  act  upon  it— Time  is  too  short  to  “whiflie  away" 
in  desultory  reading— 

Last  night  we  had  a  Snow  Storm— They  say  three  inches  deep  on 
the  ground— 

o 


1  believe  now  1  have  told  you  everything  I  could  think  of— Aly 
love,  with  a  kiss  to  the  dear  children— Love  to  Mr  B— &  always  kind 
remem  berance  to  all  in  Bond  St— Does  Mrs  Gridin  keep  little  Mary? 

Curie  is  awake  and  says,  “Oh,  do,  Ma’am,  give  my  kind  rcinem- 
berance  to  Kate  &:  her  husband’’— John  &  Lavinia  desire  to  be  allec- 


lionately  remembered  to  you  all,  always  include  the  dear  children— 
Sarah  is  very  happy  anticipating  Kate’s  arrival— They  are  all  well— 
Robert’s  arm  has  got  quite  well— He  has  thrown  oil  the  Splinters— 
Mr  I  .yell  always  enquires  with  great  affection  for  you  both  &  begs 
to  be  remembered  in  love— 


Your  Aflt.  Mother, 


Dec.  i  *> 


E.E.S. 


Detroit,  Friday,  Dec.  17th,  1852. 

My  dear  Kale 

I  am  not  going  to  make  any  apologies  for  not  having  written  you 
belore,  lor  it  would  be  the  same  old  story  of  procrastination.  The 
I  act  is  your  Mother  writes  you  so  often  and  mentions  to  you  all  the 
news,  that  there  seems  nothing  left  for  me  to  say.  Indeed  there  is  not 
much  transpiring  now.  Our  weather  is  almost  constantly  unpleasant. 
Yesterday  it  rained  in  torrents  all  day.  Now  it  snows  hard. 

John,  baby  and  myself  are  in  our  bedroom,  the  two  first  named  in¬ 
dividuals  frolicing  at  a  great  rate,  and  your  humble  servant  trying 
to  indite  an  epistle  which  she  cannot  hope  will  prove  very  interest¬ 
ing,  but  will  be  a  proof  that  you  are  not  forgotten. 
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Mother  is  in  the  parlor  doing  penance  (/  think)  in  enduring  the 
society  and  conversation  ol  Ah. s.  Scott  who  comes  here  regularly 
every  Friday  to  spend  the  day  and  make  poor  John  trot  her  home 
every  evening.  1  am  almost  certain  that  Mother  looks  forward  to 
those  days  with  dread,  lor  by  the  time  the  visit  is  Imishcd,  she  is  as 
nervous  as  she  can  be,  and  always  has  a  -‘bad  night”  alter  it.  Mrs. 
Scott  always  monopolizes  Mother’s  large  easy  chair,  and  Mother  sits 
all  day  boll  uptight  m  one  ol  the  straight  backed  chairs,  where  it 
actually  puts  me  in  pain  to  see  her.  And  then  to  see  her  when  she 
prepares  to  go  home  in  the  evening.  She  puts  on  a  pair  of  shoes  that 
sound  like  hoiscs  liools  on  the  floor,  pulls  her  dress  up  around  her 
waist,  puts  on  a  shawl  and  a  big  hood  over  her  turban,  and  she  is  a 
icguku  Mothei  Bunch.  I  hen  she  waddles  oil  in  a  most  independent 
manner  as  ii  she  was  lord  of  all.  I  lorgot  to  mention  that  when  it  rains 
she  brings  a  while  cotton  umbrella.  Poor  John  meets  with  all  kinds 


ol  adventures  when  acting  as  her  Cavalier.  For  instance,  one  evening 
alter  “seeing  her  home”  he  came  in  apparently  in  great  distress,  say- 
nig,  I  do  believe  that  old  woman  is  shod,  lor  when  she  was  going 
up  the  steps  of  her  house,  she  gave  me  a  kick  in  my  knee  as  severe 
as  ii  a  hoi  sc  kicked  me.  lie  says  he  has  not  got  over  it  yet.  On  an¬ 
other  occasion  he  came  in  the  parlor  holding  his  india-rubber  over¬ 
shoes  in  his  hand.  Said  he,  “The  old  Humbug!  I  was  trying  to  get 
hci  act oss  the  stieet.  and  she  pushed  me  into  the  deep  mud,  where 
my  overshoes  came  off  and  here  1  am  covered  with  mud.”  Today  lie 
is  not  at  all  well,  and  1  presume  the  hired  man  will  take  her  home 


as  he  did  once  before.  1  he  first  time  the  baby  saw  Mrs.  Scott,  she 
was  so  alraid  of  her  turban  she  would  not  go  to  her  at  all. 

Poor  old  Uncle  has  been  very  much  confused  today,  lie  has  at 
two  or  three  different  times  been  possessed  with  the  idea  that  we 
had  turned  him  out  of  the  house  and  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
seeking  quarters  elsewhere.  1  his  idea  was  never  so  firm  as  this  morn¬ 
ing  when  he  went  into  the  parlor  where  Mother  and  Mrs.  Scott  were 


sitting  and  told  them  lie  should  have  to  go  and  stay  with  "those 
English  people  down  the  street.”  He  shook  hands  with  them,  put  on 
his  cloak  and  hat  and  sallied  forth.  Mother  sent  the  hired  man  after 
him,  who  overtook  him  by  Genl.  Brady’s  and  brought  him  back. 
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lie  asked  me  at  the  dinner  table  if  1  walked  down  from  my  house, 
he  did  not  know  where  he  was. 

We  attended  a  pally  at  Genl.  Gass’  on  Monday  evening.  Music 
and  dancing  formed  the  entertainment.  The  ladies  were  dressed  a 
great  deal  and  looked  very  well.  It  was  quite  a  brilliant  party.  You 
know  Mrs.  Cass  is  opposed  to  dancing,  but  Isabella  insisted  upon  it. 

On  Wednesday  evening  we  attended  a  party  given  by  Mary 
Sf evens.  No  one  wanted  to  go,  but  about  go  or  50  went  out  of  pity 
lor  the  poor  girl,  ourselves  among  the  number.  We  really  found  it 
more  pleasant  than  we  expected,  lor  everyone  made  extra  exertion. 

St.  Paul’s  church  erected  on  Fort  Street  is  to  be  consecrated  on 
next  Sunday  morning.  It  is  a  handsome  edifice,  and  1  doubt  not 
Bishop  M(  Coskry  will  feel  “as  a  fine  as  a  fiddle”  when  he  is  ensconced 
in  it. 

Mrs.  Delano  has  a  sister  living  in  her  house  who  has  been  sick  for 
more  than  a  year,  has  at  several  diflerent  times  made  arrangements 
for  her  funeral,  chosen  her  pall-bearers  etc.  but  does  not  die.  The 
priests  go  into  her  sick  room  whenever  they  choose  and  perform 
secret  ceremonies.  The  “Sisters  of  Charity”  visit  her  constantly.  She 
is  going  to  be  canonized  because  she  has  converted  three  persons. 

It  is  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  I  must  send  this  to  the  Post  office. 
So  Good  bye  dear  Kate.  Love  to  all  your  children,  kind  regards  to 
your  husband,  in  all  ol  which  John  joins  me,  and  believe  me  ever 

t 

Your  affectionate  Sister 

Lavinia. 


Detroit,  December  28,  1852 

My  dearest  Kate— 

II  I  tell  you  that  it  seems  almost  impossible  for  me  any  more  to 
write,  you  will  naturally  say,  Why?  1  can  not  tell  you,  except  it  be 
old  age— I  have  been  waiting,  ever  since  the  rect  of  your  &:  Mr  B’s 
last,  to  feel  able  to  write  decently— I  shall  postpone  it  no  longer — 
I  am  perfectly  well,  but  so  nervus  that  my  hands  tremble,  my  heart 
trembles,  not  hard  palpitation,  but  just  enough  to  render  it  almost 
impossible  to  write,  or  think— 
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1  .mi  glad  to  learn  that  you  arc  able  to  be  again  in  your  family— 
ti!c  influenza  has  been  very  severe  with  us,  our  Cook  has  been  quite 
sic  k  with  it,  our  upstairs  girl  is  now  confined  to  bed  with  it,  &  John 
lias  been  quite  ill— he  is  about,  but  looks  badly— 

Dear  kind  Mrs  Stiles,  I  love  her  for  her  kindness  to  you,  give  my 
warmest  feelings  ol  gratitude  to  her  lor  me,  1  hope  iu  you,  she  will 
hnd  a  laithlul,  affectionate  friend,  under  like  circumstances — 
Always  remember  me  to  all  Mrs  Taylor’s  family— 1  think  you  all 
got  a  w long  idea  ol  Mr  llales  willingness  to  take  Kate  under  his 
protection— Me  really  wished  it,  lie  must  leave  N.Y.  5  A.M  Now 
thete  surely  could  not  have  been  supposable  impropriety  in  K— go¬ 
ing  in  time  to  take  her  lodging  in  the  same  Hotel  with  a  travelling 
companion  under  whose  protection  must  inevitably  have  spent  some 
one  or  more  nights  under  the  same  roof-1 1  is  conditions  ol  his  arri¬ 
val  in  Hull alo  were  just  such  as  any  man  of  prudence  would  have 
made  at  this  season  of  the  year— Mad  he  found  a  good  Boat  &  Capt. 
&  hur  Barometer,  unhesitatingly  he  would  have  chosen  the  Lake, 
if  the  contrary  he  would  have  taken  the  Carrs— On  Ins  arrival  he 
found  the  MayFlower  already — R:  never  had  a  calmer,  more  delwht- 
I ul  trip  across  the  Lake,  R:  "regretted  exceedingly  kale’s  faint 
heartedness”— 

I  think,  with  you,  (i.e.)  Mr  Dullield’s  letters  “lari:  interest The 
letter  to  me  was  very  short,  R:  seeing  that  the  Prairie  is  not  afraid  to 
battle  the  Catholics.  I  sent  him  mine,  with  the  oiler,  if  lie  wished 
them,  for  our  Letters  to  the  Session,  which  have  not  been  published 
elsewhere— 

Poor  Mrs  Griffin  has  done  exactly  as  I  should  like  to  do— Only  to 
gather  around  me  those  whose  hearts  had  been  severely  lacerated  by 
the  same  blow,  which  had  stricken  mine,  they  who  loved  him  among 
Faith’s  supreme  love,  R:  those  to  whom  he  was  most  tenderly  at¬ 
tached— Under  these  circumstances,  she  can  enjoy  what  few  are 
permitted  to,  the  “joy  of  grief”— Dear  mourner,  1  think  very  much 
of  her,  she  has  shown  herself  a  noble,  disinterested,  devoted  woman, 
may  her  bereavement  be  sanctified  to  her— May  she  be  brought  to 
the  light,  &  find  in  Christ  that,  which  he  alone  can  give,  sweet  peace— 
I  low  it  would  delight  me  to  get  a  letter  written  by  Mary  &  a  few 
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lines  from  our  precious  Bessie,  it  seems  impossible  that  they  should 
be  able  to  write,  it  shows  us  how  rapidly,  how  imperceptibly  we  are 
floating  down  the  Stream— My  love  to  the  blessed  Children,  with  a 
kiss  8;  wishes  lor  a  very  happy  Christmas  &  New  Year— 

I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  Looe  has  a  decided  taste  lor  Music 
It  is  a  refiner  to  Man— I  wish  1  could  see  him  in  his  new  rig— 

Now.  1  beg  you  to  begin  ist  Jan.  &  count  the  weeks  which  must 
pass  be  lore  the  ist  April,  when  remember  you  are  to  come  Bag, 
Baggage,  children  8:  all  to  spend  the  summer  with  me— You  all  need 
the  change,  and  you  have  got  Peter,  8:  wile  Bulger  to  take  care  at 
home— bring  Cooky  for  recreation— 

1  am  very  much  pleased  with  your  new  addition  to  your  house— 
it  is  exactly  what  you  needed  8:  besides  its  convenience,  it  is  going  to 
add  to  the  beauty  of  your  Back  Parlor— The  plan  of  Mary  8:  Bessie 
havin''  a  nice  room  to  themselves  8:  having  the  care  ot  it  is  admirable 
—When  1  was  with  them,  I  gave  them  each  their  own  draw  and  saw 
that  it  would  be  very  beneficial  to  them— 

Little  Kami)  has  completely  recovered,  she  is  a  very  bright  little 
ci cature,  passionately  fond  of  Music,  she  has  improved  astonishingly 
—She  has  been  carried  too  long  in  the  Nurse’s  Arms,  8c  does  not  yet 
know  why  she  has  leet— 

All  are  well  8:  unite  with  me  in  Affectionate  regards  to  you  all- 
David  got  home  last  night  from  G. Rapids,  where  he  had  been 
on  some  suit  ol  importance— 

Will  you  ask  Mr  B— to  be  kind  enough  to  subscribe  8c  pay  for 
Chilli’s  Paper  (please  pay  postage)  for  Mary  8:  Bessie— 8c  Mrs  R. 
Stuart— also  Mother’s  Magazine  for  Mrs  W.  C.  Baker  8:  Mrs  R. 
Stuart,  Detroit— 8c  stop  Mrs  R.  Stuart  of  Erie,  Mrs  G.  F.  Turner, 
Texas.  1  doubt  whether  Mary  ever  reed  a  number— She  did  not  ac¬ 
knowledge  it— 8:  put  all  in  my  A/c— I  will  pay  every  cent  by  ist  Feb. 

Did  1  write  you  to  get  at  Carter’s  “Windings  of  the  River  of  the 
Waters  of  Life”— get  it,  read  it,  digest  it— Chg  to  me— 

Tell  Mr  B— I  have  reed  no  money  since  1  wrote— nor  let,  nor 
leased  any  of  the  property— 

Last  Sunday  the  new  Episcopal  Church  was  consecrated— I  am 
told  that  it  is  really  beautiful— 
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Mrs  Cass  lias  shut  up  her  house,  &  she  fc  Miss  Cass  have  -one  10 
li\c  a L  Capt.  Canfield  s—  I  he  Mouse  would  not  go  lo  ihe  Mountain, 
tiud  the  Mountain  went  to  the  Mouse — 

Mi  Leclyard,  I  fear,  will  never  recover- He  will  he  the  greatest 
loss  that  Detroit  can  sustain— both  in  Church  &  State,  he  is  the  Man 
“he  is  quite  low  Spirited,  yet  not  discouragcd-his  l'hysician  leads 
liiin  to  hope  that  he  will  recover!— I  hope  he  may,  hut  Tear  much— 
I  am  dreading  N. Year’s  day-Not  that  1  shall  see  any  one,  hut  on 
account  oi  John  &  Lavinia,  I  must  throw  the  house  open,  which 
1  hoped  never  again  to  do— We  must  not,  can  not  live  to  ourselves— 
ihe  Catholics  have  arisen,  desperately  &  determined,  to  brow 
heat  our  Legislation  for  the  Education  fund  to  he  divided,  “that 

their  children  may  be  educated  Christians  &  not  infidels!!"  So  we 
go- 

\\  it  h  much  love  to  you,  I  rom  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Do  you  hear  anything  from  Scotland? 


„  Detroit,  January  1 1>,  ’rpj 

Dear  Son— 

For  the  last  month  I  have  been  so  (I  am  afraid)  lazy,  that  1  had  not 
energy  lo  touch  a  pen,  yet  I  am  very  certain  had  I  not  have  had  John 
to  keep  you  posted  up,  1  was,  &  should  have  been,  able  to  have  writ¬ 
ten  myself— I  have  nothing  material  to  say,  hut  that  all  are  well— 
Dave  gone  to  Lansing  to  attend  to  some  R.  Road  interest— 

I  send  you  a  very  slender  account  of  the  proceedings  of  those 
wretched  Catholics,  I  think  the  day  is  come  when  every  Christian 
should  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  their  system,  their 
wickedness,  &c.  They  have  within  the  last  week  truly  turned  our 
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City  upside  down— but  they  have  begun  too  soon— In  nothing  do 
they  shew  their  ignorance  more  than  in  their  intire  bewilderment 
in  our  Laws  &  People— Our  Citizens,  Dem.  &  Whigg,  have  come  out 
nobly,  Jk  altho  Bishop,  Priest  &  People  went  in  such  a  body  as  to 
pack  the  City  Hall,  meaning  to  choke  down  our  common  Council, 
&  twin:  compelled  them  to  adjourn!!  Yet,  last  night,  they  met,  N 
most  nobly,  to  a  man,  voted,  //  YE!  (except  one  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
&  /,vWk-  who  ever  lues  on  Office)  that  the  charter  should  be 
Ammendcd— Jk  this  morning  a  whole  posse  ol  Priests  have  gone  to 
I  aiming— and  “mean  to  mark  every  man  who  dure  vote  against  their 
wishes”— Sk  now  1  believe,  the  great  Battle  has  begun,  all  Europe  is 
Idled  with  it— And  so  shallwc  be— Their  paper  openly  avers  that  the 
IJ.S.  must  belong  to  his  1  Ioliness— 

We  are  in  the  midst  ol  a  severe  Snow  Storm— I  have  had  a  very 
pleasant  visit  from  a  very  old  friend  of  mine,  who  has  come  to  settle 
in  Ann  Arbor— Kate  has  heard  me  speak  much  ol  her— She  was  Caro¬ 
line  Broom1— She  is  the  Aunt  of  Chancellor  Tappan’s  wife,  who  was 
Julia  Livingston  of  New  York— He  is  the  head  ol  the  Michigan 
IJnivei  sity- She  is  going  East  in  the  Spring,  and  she  says,  “Why,  my 
dear,  it  is  a  shame  that  Nelly  Sc  Jane  have  not  visited  you  in  your 
delightful  home— 1  tell  you  what  it  is,  when  I  return,  you  see  I  bring 
Nelly  with  me”— I  was  ashamed  to  tell  her  that  Nelly  Sc  I  did  not 
hold  any  intercourse  &  /  trust  to  Nell’s  pride  to  keep  her  own  coun¬ 
cil— Oh,  how  dreadful  such  things  arc— 

My  love  to  Kate  &  my  blessed  Mary  Sc  thank  her  for  her  acceptable 
letter,  which  alter  finishing  one  begun  to  Mary,  1  shall  immediately 
acknowledge. 

Love  to  dear  Bessie,  Eliza  Sc  a  kiss  for  Master  Rule  the  House- 

Poor  Mr  Led  yard,  I  fear,  will  not  live  until  March— he  wastes  as 
the  Snow  before  the  Sun — it  is  sad — he  will  be  a  tremendous  loss 
to  Church  &  State— Altho  not  a  professor  of  religion,  he  was  our 
whole  dependence  for  every  thing  Sc  certainly  the  main  strength  of 
Michigan— 

Mrs  Cass  too,  1  fear  is  sinking— In  the  last  two  weeks,  she  has  had 
two  alarming  Sk  copious  raising  ol  Blood,  the  Doc.  says  it  is  from  the 
Stomach,  but  they  debilitate  her  very  much— 
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1  here  is  another  call  from  Cop.  Stock  lor  $108  -Indeed  it  sets  me 
almost  wild— 

l  thank  you  lor  your  kind  attention,  but  1  have  since  sent  you 
other  com.  Child  s  paper  books,  so  as  to  cover  all  1  send  an  order  on 
both,  iV-  ll  not  properly  worded,  please  do  it  yoursell  over  my  Signa¬ 
ture.  I  leave  both  lor  you  to  date. 

1  Mrs.  Darby  Noon,  born  in  1783. 


Spczia,  Jan.  1 7,  1 853 

Dear  Father  8c  Mother: 

I  have  written  three  letters  since  my  departure  Irom  America, 
and  still  not  one  line  of  affection  have  I  received  and  I  betrin  to  lone 

1  j  O 

so,  for  some  news  from  home. 

1  am  ejuite  comfortably  settled  alter  the  custom  ol  the  country. 
We  rent  furnished  apartments,  consisting  ol  six  rooms,  and  a 
kitchen,  all  on  one  door,  which  I  call  my  house.  'The  building  is  an 
old  Castle,  with  immense  stone  stairs  and  floors.  1  have  one  lire  place 
in  my  house.  The  stone  walls  and  floors  are  polished  every  lew  days 
with  saw  dust,  villager,  and  oil. 

I  have  three  servants,  not  one  of  them  speaks  a  word  ol  Fnglish. 
Fvery  morning  the  cook  buys  her  day’s  provisions.  In  the  evening, 
she  comes  to  me  and  adds  up  the  cost  of  the  day  in  the  following 
manner:  Oil,  1  1  .ire,  bread  10  soldi,  y  eggs  .j  cent  issimi,  hall  a  pound 
of  Hour  (or  rather  a  sort  of  Sagoe),  which  ac  count  I  add  together,  and 
pay  her  for,  of  course  in  Italian.  At  night  there  is  scarcely  a  mouth¬ 
ful  in  the  house,  not  even  salt  or  a  polatoe. 

They  are  the  most  miserable  dirty  class  of  creatures  1  could  ever 
imagine  existed.  They  have  no  idea  of  cleanliness.  For  example  I 
have  not  a  house  cloth,  scrubbing  brush,  or  anything  of  the  kind 
in  the  house. 

I  manage  to  make  myself  quite  well  understood  in  their  language 
and  every  day  tell  them  they  are  so  horribly  dirty.  I  really  am  afraid 
of  their  food.  They  mash  their  potatoes,  pat  them  down  with  their 
hands,  and  turning  round  catch  a  flea  biting  their  leg,  and  then,  at 
the  potatoe  again.  1  say,  Oh!  you  dirty  thing,  don’t  you  touch  my 
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I ooil  i ill  you  wash  your  hands.  They  reply,  “Oh!  Signora  polito” 
meaning  their  leg  and  hands  are  dean. 

1  he  whole  ol  their  kitchen  arrangements  are  very  peculiar.  They 
cook  with  a  handful  of  coal,  over  a  little  hole,  all  in  oil.  They  wash 
the  clothes  in  the  sea  and  beat  them  on  the  rocks.  Each  cook  employs 
a  woman  to  bring  her  water,  which  they  carry  a  long  distance  on 
their  heads,  in  large  copper  tubs.  The  women  do  all  the  work,  carry¬ 
ing  heavy  loads  on  their  heads,  while  the  lazy  men  walk  idly  by.  Hut 
enough  about  these  miserable  Italians.  All  this  grand  talk  about 
living  abroad  is  a  humbug. 

There  are  five  ollicers  wives  in  this  place,  two  came  over  on  the 
‘  Humbolt  ’  on  her  passage  out,  the  same  time  that  I  expected  to 
come  over.  One  had  a  young  baby  three  months  old. 

Dr.  Lockwood  who  was  ordered  out  to  join  the  Powhatan,  is  liv¬ 
ing  with  his  family  in  Florence:  he  is  under  waiting  orders,  and  ol 
course  under  hall  pay;  he  had  been  out  here  several  months,  and 
now  has  applied  to  the  Commodore  of  this  Squadron  to  be  ordered 
on  board  some  ship  under  his  command  which  of  course  will  be 
done.  It  is  ridiculous  the  way  in  which  the  orders  regardin'*  the 
Powhatan  have  been  countermanded. 

Commodore  Stringham  of  this  Squadron  had  a  number  of  articles 
on  board  sent  out  by  his  family,  who  reside  in  Brooklyn  and  intend 
coming  abroad  in  the  Spring.  They  consisted  ol  boxes  of  cakes, 
jellies,  Lr!  of  course  by  this  time  everything  is  spoiled.  The  same 
thing  happened  with  a  number  of  other  ollicers.  The  luggage  was 
all  piled  together  in  the  hole  of  the  ship,  and  there  it  has  remained. 
The  charges  on  baggage  throughout  Europe  are  so  extravagant. 
Each  person  being  allowed  only  about  40  or  50  lbs.,  and  all  above 
that  charged  by  weight,  so  that  a  ship  coming  directly  to  this  port 
was  considered  a  grand  opportunity  to  ship  as  much  as  possible. 

One  of  the  ollicers  wives  residing  here  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
Everett,  present  Secretary  of  State,  had  an  immense  trunk  on  board 
containing  among  other  articles,  a  large  number  of  infant  clothing. 
She  was  obliged  to  have  it,  and  her  father  with  difficulty  got  it  out 
on  the  Powhatan,  and  sent  it  to  her,  but  the  charges  were  enormous, 
and  besides  it  was  seized  at  the  port  by  the  Gusto  n't- 1  louse  ollicers, 
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i,U(1  back  to  Ge noa,  lo  be  rc-cxammcd.  J  he  consequence  ol  all 
was,  that  she  was  confined,  with  not  even  a  blanket  for  the  baby. 
1  fortunately  had  some  baby  apparel,  which  1  lent  her,  till  she  re¬ 
ceived  her  trunk. 

All  the  ships  are  at  present  absent  1  rom  this  port .  I  he  “( hi mber- 
iand,  the  flagship  on  board  of  which  the  Commodore  immediately 
ordered  bob,  is  at  present  in  Genoa,  one  night’s  sail  from  this  place, 
where  she  will  remain  horn  three  to  lour  weeks,  giving  the  officers 
an  opportunity  ol  participating  in  the  amusements  ol  the  Carnival, 
and  then  return  to  this  port  to  winter. 

Spezia  is  a  place  of  but  little  importance  during  the  winter  season, 
but  in  summer,  it  is  the  summer  resoi  t  of  all  the  noble,  wealthy,  and 
lashionable.  1  he  harbor  is  lined  with  bathing  establishments,  sail 
boats,  &c. 

I  am  directly  opposite  the  Casino,  a  small  opera  house,  which 
however  is  not  open  at  present,  the  inhabitants  alone  not  being  able 
to  support  it,  but  every  Sunday  night,  they  have  a  regular  ball,  to 
which  all  the  officers  and  their  families  are  invited,  but  1  am  proud 
to  say,  that  1  am  still  too  much  of  an  American  to  attend  such  a  place 
on  the  Sabbath.  I  have  however  all  the  enjoyment  ol  the  music, 
indeed  generally  alter  the  ball  is  over,  the  band  stops  in  front  ol  our 
old  castle  and  plays  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  to  my  no  small 
annoyance,  as  they  arc  always  sure  ol  awakening  Willie,  who  per¬ 
fectly  delighted,  screams  out,  “Oh,  Mamma  hark!  The  rum  diuns.” 
I  know,  mother,  you  would  laugh  if  you  could  hear  the  children 
talk;  they  ask  for  bread,  milk,  meat,  fee,  all  in  Italian,  and  get  so 
angry,  when  they  cannot  make  themselves  understood,  and  says 
“mamma  what  bad  people,  they  cannot  talk.” 

Jennie  talks  of  Grandma’s  little  black  F.ninia,  and  1  think  Willie 
also  remembers  all  of  you. 

I  have  bought  a  sort  of  coarse  carpel  to  cover  their  bedroom  floor, 
for  at  night  the  brick  floor  was  so  cold;  besides  I  thought  perhaps  it 
would  keep  away  a  few  fleas.  Willie  is  constantly  running  to  me  with 
‘‘Oh  mamma  quite  buggic,  buggie  bite.”  The  inhabitants  pay  no 
attention  to  the  bite  of  a  flea,  but  they  are  a  great  annoyance  to  all 
of  us  Americans. 

Sunday.  Today  the  blessed  Sabbath.  I  really  long  again  to  attend 
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Chinch;  all  here  are  Roman  Catholics  and  the  service  is  altogether 
in  Italian.  The  streets  are  filled  with  rascally  priests  and  begging 
friars.  1  have  a  perfect  contempt  for  all  of  them,  and  were  1  to  remain 
in  Europe  a  dozen  years  they  would  line!  out  a  poor  subject  in  me  to 
fall  at  their  feet. 

It  is  said  to  be  very  gay  when  the  ships  are  here.  There  are  about 
ninety  officers  attached  to  the  Squadron.  Dr.  Wainwright’s  son  is  on 
board  the  “San  Jacinto”,  a  sloop  of  war.  lie  called  with  six.  others, 
and  invited  me  and  another  officer’s  wife  on  board  to  look  at  the 
purchases  they  had  made  at  different  ports,  consisting  ol  laces,  silks, 
lava,  glass,  etc.  intended  for  presents  on  their  return  to  America. 
Unfortunately  however  the  next  day  was  very  stormy,  and  we  were 
prevented  from  going.  I  was  very  sorry  as  they  had  a  handsome  col¬ 
lation  prepared  for  us  and  as  the  “San  Jacinto”  has  been  out  here 
a  long  time  the  officers  have  collected  many  interesting  articles.  She 
sailed  the  next  day  for  Marseilles.  The  Powhatan  was  ordered  to 
relieve  the  San  Jacinto.  She  has  been  here  her  full  time,  and  the 
officers  are  much  disappointed  at  not  being  able  to  return  to' the 
United  Stales. 

Do  Father  write  to  me  as  soon  as  you  receive  this,  direct  to  Passed 
Midshipman  Robert  Stuart,  IJ.  S.  Frigate  Cumberland,  Sardinia, 
Italy. 

With  much  love  to  Mother  and  all  of  you,  and  many  kisses  from 
Willie  and  Jennie  believe  me  ever  the  same, 

Your  affectionate  daughter, 

Ellen  Stuart. 


P.S.  Give  much  love  to  Jessie,  and  Mr.  Willis.  I  did  intend  writing 
to  Jessie  now,  but  think  this  long  letter  will  suffice.  I  will  write 
Jessie  in  a  few  days. 


Detroit,  Jan.  19,  1853 

Dear  Son— 

Ere  this  reach  you,  you  will  have  seen  John,  from  whom  you  will 
get  all  news— Politically,  Catholicly,  Financially  kc— 
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I  only  write  now  to  say  that  today  1  send  by  Express,  a  Basket  with 
a  Saddle  ol  Venison,  Six  Prairie  liens  <k  two  do/en  Onails — Now 
perhaps  1  am  sending  “coals  to  Newcastle” ,  but  gentleman  say  il 
you  want  to  give  your  N.Y.  friends  a  treat,  send  these.  1  only  hope 
they  will  prove  as  acceptable  as  1  have  been  led  to  think  they  would 
be— 

Our  weather  lor  the  past  three  days  has  been  sevciely  cold— 

My  love  to  Kate— tell  her  as  soon  as  I  can,  1  will  write  to  her  So 
dear  Mary— Dave  is  at  Lansing— So  Unde— Miss  Rockwell  So  I  have 
settled  down  in  our  last  wintet  s  style  ol  living— There  is  hope  that 
Mr  Led  yard  may  live— 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

“The  express  when  going  beyond  N.York,  have  their  pay  at  the 
end  ol  the  journey”,  so  let  me  know  what  chge  are  on  the  Basket— 

E. 


Detroit,  January  ipp  1N53 

My  dearest  Kate— 

At  last,  the  appearance  of  a  quiet  day,  made  so  by  a  heavy  bill  ol 
Snow  last  night,  gives  me  hope  that  l  may  be  able  to  acknowledge 
your  kind  favor,  enclosing  one  from  my  dear  Mary,  which,  with 
yours,  has  seemed  to  be  unpardonably  neglected  lor  three  weeks! 

1  do  not  wonder  that  Mr  B— thought  “it  looked  rather  suspicious 
your  writing  when  he  was  in  N.York”— II  he  only  understood  his 
consequence,  he  would  see,  while  you  could  enjoy  his  society  &  con¬ 
versation,  you  did  not  care  about  writing  to  your  Mothei ,  but  when 
the  house  was  made  desolate  by  his  absence  to  relieve  the  gloom  you 
devoted  an  hour  to  writing—  They  little  realize  what  a  large  space 
they  lill  in  their  homes— &  Wives  do  not,  cannot  realize  how  perfectly 
(when  things  are  as  they  should  be)  they  lean  on  that  Arm  of  flesh, 
given  to  cheer  our  pilgrimage  here— 

Your  silver  Ice  Cream  cutter  truly  came  very  Apropos,  and  1 
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should  have  thought  with  you,  that  of  itself  was  present  sulficicnt- 
I  know  nobody  who  enters  more  whole  souled  in  the  happiness  or 
lest  ivity  ol  C  <ln  istmas  than  Mr  Baker,  such  a  Spirit  stamps  the  season 
with  delight,  that  in  all  the  children’s  memory  can  never  be  effaced 
from  their  happy  rememberance  of  home— 

I  am  glad  that  you  have  been  so  polite  to  the  Taylors— a  long 
description  ol  your  parties  8:  Christmas  dinner  have  reached  here, 
with  a  winding  up:  that  they  have  never  met  Kate’s  superior— There 
now— the  Bible  1 01  bids  flattery,  but  I  only  write  this  to  encourage 
you  to  press  on,  lor  you  know  that  I  always  thought  you  so  ineficient, 
that  1  gave  you  great  credit,  for  only  your  industry  in  practicing  on 
your  I  Iarp,  which  used  to  be  great  labor— Mrs  Taylor:  such  soups— 
Such  beautifully  roasted  Poultry  &c  I  am  sure  would  have  delighted 
you  to  look  at— You  know  they  are  all  great  Kpicures— I  see  the  dear 
c  hildren  flying  about  with  their  presents— 

'  In  speaking  of  Rutherford’s  style,  you  lose  sight  of  its  antiquity— 
It  is  its  Strength,  its  holliuess,  self  consecration,  which  make  me  love 
it— 1  have  heard  much  of  Romain  but  have  never  read  any  of  his 
writing— 

You  speak  of  your  donation  visit  to  your  Minister— I  cannot  toler¬ 
ate  them,  it  is  a  disgrace  to  a  Chh  to  make  a  donation  visit  necessary 
to  their  Minister,  and  I  should  think  that  it  would  wound  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  a  re  lined,  educated  Christian  Minister— Why  not  insist  on  his 
being  pci.  suffic  iently  to  support  him— /  would,  as  you  8:  Mr  B.  did, 
contribute  my  part,  were  one  got  up,  but  I  would  do  all  in  my  power 
to  raise  him  above  so  humiliating  a  position— 

I  suppose  etc*  this  you  are  in  your  new  room— 

Last  week  I  had  a  v  isit  from  a  very  old  friend  of  ours  8c  one  we  all 
loved  very  much,  perhaps  you  have  heard  us  speak  of  her— Mrs 
Noon1— She  was  Caroline  Broom,  sister  of  Mrs.  Boggs  8:  Mrs  Liv¬ 
ingston"  of  N.York,  married  Major  Noon  of  the  Army— She  was  a 
member  of  the  Pres.  Church— In  that  day— 37  years  ago —Romanism 
was  not  understood  as  now,  nor  was  the  line  drawn  in  Soc.  as  now, 
between  them  &  us— Before  Marriage,  he  always  went  to  Chh  with 
her  and  difference  of  opinion  was  never  entertained— 1  hey  were 
married  by  a  Protes.  Minister3— and  things  went  on  quietly  until 
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about  loui  months  before  her  hrsl  ( '  1 1 1 1  cl  was  born — when  he  be°«m 
to  urge  her  for  the  sake  of  their  rising  family  to  attend  with  him  his 
Chh!  She  expressed  surprize  R:c  but  Sunday  came  and  as  usual  he 
waited  on  her  to  Chh  but  instead  ol  going  in,  he  left  her  &  went  to 
the  Catholic.— liye  &:  Bye  the  Son  was  born,  and  here  began  the  strife, 
lie  must  he  Baptized  in  his  (ihli.  R:c.  alter  ninth  sorrow  &  heart  burn¬ 
ing,  he,  R:  the  Nurse,  took  the  child  and  had  it  baptized— it  lived  to 
be  eighteen  months  old  R:  died!  1  he  same  scene  was  gone  through 
with  a  second  Son — When  she  began  to  faint ,  She  made  it  a  subject 
ol  prayer,  R:  submitted  the  decission  to  her  Sister  Charlotte,  a  sensi¬ 
ble,  godly,  decided  woman,  who  when  she  heard  her  sister’s  views, 
lor  peace,  unity,  R:c,  she  answered  “Oh  yes,  Caroline,  fo>  peace  for¬ 
sake  what  you  know  to  he  Cod's  ways,  R:  he  will  soon  forsake  you  ’— 
She  was  established  and  her  second  child  died— In  her  visit  to  me, 
we  talked  over  those  days,  R:  found  that  I  knew  nothing  of  the 
Major’s  death,  &c— She  said,  “Well,  my  dear  Mrs  S— ,  I  have  the  con¬ 
solation  ol  believing  that  my  husband  became  a  converted  soul- 
lot  a  long  time  he  seemed  more  as  he  did  before  we  were  mat  l  ied, 
finally  he  became  ill,  the  Dot  is.  gave  him  up— My  Minister  only  as 
a  Iriend  had  been  in  the  habit  ol  visiting  him  from  time  to  time,  R: 
wit  limit  my  knowing  it,  my  husband  had  become  very  much  attac  hed 
to  him— I  told  him  that  the  Doct.  thought  him  very  low— Should 
1  send  lor  Bishop  O’Connor  or  one  of  his  Priests?  No,  1  do  not  wish 
to  see  them,  but  I  wish  you  would  send  for  the  Minister  of  your  Chh 
—She  did  so,  but  fearing  that  he  preferred  his  own,  R-  only  said  the 
other  Irom  courtesy,  she  sent  for  Bshp  Connelly '—After  he  had  gone, 
her  husband  said,  “Oh  Caroline,  he  can  be  of  no  comfort  to  me, 
1  wish  Mr  Whclply  to  be  with  me  as  much  as  he  can— taking  her 
hand,  he  said,  “Oh,  my  dear  Caroline,  I  cannot  tell  you  how  thankful 
1  am  to  Cod,  that  he  strengthened  you  in  your  truly  Christian  prin¬ 
ciples,  in  not  leaving  your  own  Chh  for  my  poor  unhappy  dark  one 
—  1  thank  my  God  that  altho  late,  1  have  been  brought  out  of  dark¬ 
ness  into  light!— &  My  dear  Mrs  Stuart,  Mr  Whclply  told  me  that  it 
would  be  sin  in  him,  if  he  did  not  feel  entire  confidence  in  my  hus¬ 
bands  conversion— So  you  see,  1  was  blessed  R:  rewarded  by  lirmly  R 
steadfastly  maintaining  my  sense  of  right— Perhaps  you  will  not  take 
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the  same  interest  in  this  as  I,  but  it  shews  how  God  works,  if  we  will 
only  honor  him— Mrs  Noon  is  Aunt  to  Prof.  Iappan’s  wife/’  he  is 
Chancellor  of  our  University,  they  are  a  very  great  acquisition  to 
Ann  Ai  bor— his  father  &  old  Governor  Clinton’s  wife  were  Brother 
&  Sister— “ 

Ere  this,  I  hope  you  have  seen  John7— Our  hope  when  he  left  was 
that  he  wotdd  be  attached  to  the  home  Squadron,  but  1  greatly  fear, 
that  he  will  be  ordered  to  Jappan!  11  lie  is,  1  really  do  not  know  what 
Lavinia  will  do— It  is  strange  that  I  hear  nothing  from  Robert  - 
Dave  is  very  busy  in  Lansing— 

1  he  Catholics  are  giving  us  great  trouble  upon  the  School  ques¬ 
tion— Ilshp  Sc  Priests  are  all  at  Lansing— 

Mr  Ledyard  is  bettei  Sc  hope  entertained  that  he  will  live,  almost 
a  Miracle— 

Mrs  Cass  has  closed  house  &:  gone  to  Capt.  Canfield’s,  all  live 
together— 

City  tolerably  gay—' Tomorrow  night  Mrs  Jones  gives  a  large  party 
in  her  elegant  Sc  elegantly  furnished  new  rooms— ”1  here  seems  to  be 
a  great  deal  of  ambition  about  show,  See.  Much  extravagance  in  ele¬ 
gant  furniture  Sc  entertainments  Sec. 

Uncle  sits  sleeping  beside  me,  he  is  in  perfect  health  Sc  seems  very 
happy— 1  have  got  M  iss  Rockwell  back  Sc  things  go  on  very  quietly— 

“Man  never  is,  but  hoping  to  be  blest  ”— so  with  me,  1  am  now 
looking  to  the  Spring,  to  bring  you,  and  all  your  family,  to  spend 
the  Summer  with  me,  I  feel  as  d  it  will  he  the  last  time  that  we  shall 
ever  all  be  together— It  will  benefit  all— The  change  will  be  first  rate 
for  the  children— Sc  you  will  renovate,  being  exempt  from  all  care, 
Sc  Mi  B— needs  the  journey  Sc  change— Besides,  he  will  go  to  G.  Bay 
Sc  straighten  things  there,  to  Saginaw, — to  G. Ilaven,  &  Last,  tho  not 
least,  straighten  me.  for  I  fear  he  will  find  me,  at  least  in  as  much 
confusion,  as  he  found  poor  Dave— But  I  think  once  put  right,  I 
understand  things  so  much  better  than  I  did,  1  need  never  again  get 
in  confusion— 

Our  weather  has  been  too  mild  lor  health,  all  day  yesletday  Sc  all 
last  night  it  snowed,  but  to  days  mild  ail  Sc  hot  sun  aie  tinning  it 
all  to  water,  leaving  us  dreadful  walking— 
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Allectionale  regards  to  Mr  B— a  kiss  lor  each  of  the  dear  children 
&  much  love  to  your  sell  from  your 

Allectionale  Mother., 

F.E.S. 

1  Mrs.  Darby  Noon. 

I  li  r  sisters  were  Sarah,  Mrs.  James  lio^s  ami  Julia,  Mrs.  Jolm  William  I  i\ illusion. 

"  ( -aroline  Broome  was  married  to  Majot  Dathy  Noon  in  St.  Ann’s  Brotistant 
1  Jtisiopal  Clnirdt  Brooklyn  in  1S15. 

1  John  Connolly  was  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  New  Y«»ik. 

■•Julia  Livingston  Tappan  was  the  d.iughlci  <»f  Mis.  Noon's  sister,  Mrs.  John 
William  Livingston. 

“Chancellor  Henry  Philip  Tappan  was  the  son  of  Peter  Tappan,  whose  sister, 
Cornelia  Tappan  was  the  wife  of  Governor  Clinton  of  New  Yolk. 

■  January  ti,  1 853  John  Stuai t  ordered  to  L’.S.S.  Columbia  as  \i  ting  Mastei . 


January  *_*(>,  i  85;} 

Dearest  k— 

Altho  1  mailed  a  letter  to  you  yesterday,  the  arrival  ol  yours  of 
January  17th!!  induces  me  to  begin  another  to  you,  1  am  subject 
to  so  many  interruptions  that  I  wish  to  write  when  1  have  leisure 
if)  do  it  in— 

1  hrough  the  Taylor  girls,  I  had  all  of  your  part  ies— 1  am  amused, 
you  seem  to  fare  just  as  1  used  to— Do  you  remember  how  much 
laugh  there  used  to  be  about  "Mrs  Stuart’s  parties”?  It  always  rained, 
or  snowed,  or  if  fair,  then  surely  /  would  go  to  bed  sic  k,  &:  you  S:  dear 
Father  rccicvc  Sc  entertain  the  company— I  think  with  you,  that  the 
twelve  were  kind  to  come  through  such  weather— Will  you  forgive 
me,  if  I  say  I  am  sorry  yon  made  it  a  Pres,  affair  or  Fpis.  here  begins 
a  dividing  line  which  should  not  be— If  all  are  Christians,  let  them 
love  each  other,  &:  associate  together,  agreeing  to  disagree— 

I  am  sorry  to  learn  that  dear  I .ooey  is  not  well— 1  hope  it  will  only 
be  some  temporary  indisposition,  and  precious  little  representative 
Eliza  is  again  tormented!  It  is  singular,  yet  we  should  be  thankful 
that  the  erruption  comes.  I  have  no  doubt  it  saves  her  from  extreme 
illness— 

I  am  truly  sorry  that  Mr  Baker  has  concicved  such  feelings  for  the 
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■'name  ol  Hastings”— Things  appear  wrong,  but  you  may  depend 
in  l lie  sight  ol  God,  who  looketh  not  with  Mail’s  sight,  he  is  not 
wrong.—  I  am  reading  "Pilgrim's  Progress”  and  1  think  Mr  Hast¬ 


ing  s  pliability  or  kind  heart  has  been  his  injury  through  1  i  1  e — II  you 
have  never  read  it,  read  it — Mr  1 1— as  well  as  we  all,  in  good  laith, 
walk  with  the  "Man  all  covered  with  while”,  &  not  until  he  has 
entrapped  us  in  his  net,  does  he  east  aside  his  white  eovei  mg,  too 
kite  lor  us,  we  discover  he  is  all  Black!!  God  sulfers  his  children  to 
reap  the  trouble  we  bring  on  ourselves,  &  like  poor  Pilgrim,  we  find 
ourselves  lonndering  in  the  Net,  into  which,  from  the  want  ol 
Match!  ulness,  &  prayer,  we  have  become  entangled—'  I  he  obsci  \  am  e 
ol  the  same  that  put  him  in  the  Net,  alone  will  or  can  take  him  out 
—he  I  eels  that  il  he  Quit  claims  that  Lot  to  us,  he  will  cheat  the 
Larncds,  &  il  we  lose  it,  why  we  are  cheated,  so  1  suppose  he  hopes 
that  we  will  settle  it  satislactorily  between  ourselves— 

Hopeful  too,  in  Pilgrim’s  Progress,  is  a  blunderer— It  is  a  grand 


book  to  shew  us  the  importance  of  keeping  straight  in  the  way,  with 
our  eye  fixed  on  the  Celestial  City— 

N.  Year’s  Day  with  us  was  very  pleasant— I  believe  Lavinia  real. 
8o  calls— 


I  think  with  you  about  choir  singing,  as  a  young  girl  it  did  well 
enough,  but  I  would  not,  if  1  were  you,  join  it;  you  can  praise  God 
with  your  voice  sitting  in  your  Pew,  and  be  as  useful  as  in  the  Choir 
—beside,  your  children  want  your  care  during  meeting— 

I  am  glad  the  Taylors  are  going  to  settle  in  Morristown— 1  think 
they  will  improve  by  it— We  were  all  disappointed  at  Kate  not  coin¬ 
ing  with  Mr  Hale,  she  would  have  spent  a  very  pleasant  winter  & 
contributed  to  Sarah’s  comfort— Ah,  I  too,  ‘‘wish  Mr  Baker  could 
be  in  Detroit  to  work  through  the  whole  tiling”  Sc  other  things  loo 
-1  le  is  really  very  much  needed  to  once  more  set  things  in  order— 
You  say  that  "John  and  I  do  not  write  the  most  lucid  letters  in  the 
world  ’—Now  if  1  were  capable  of  writing  lucid  business  letters,  all 
things  would  be  so  clear  in  my  “lucid”  mind  that  I  would  not  be 
obliged  to  tax  Mr  B— ,  to  be  my  check— I  mean  to  put  things  so  clear 
before  his  mind,  that  when  I  leave  he  can  take  hold  and  settle  all 
with  ns  much  ease  as  he  would  make  Peter  lay  off  his  Garden— 
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I  really  am  afraid  that  Lavinia  (because  she  Sc  John  were  annoyed) 
has  given  you  some  wrong  impression  about  poor  Mrs  Scott,  I  can¬ 
not  concieve  what  you  mean,  when  you  speak  of  her  imposition, 
and  indeed,  if  there  is  any  “special  scandal  going  on”  I  have  not 
heard  one  word  of  it— 

Dave  is  anticipating  much  happiness  in  his  visit  to  Morristown— 
he  is  now  very  much  engaged  in  Lansing,  working  with  Joy — for 
what,  I  know  not,  but  I  do  know  ever  since  the  poor  fellow’s  dread¬ 
ful  defeat  in  the  Union  Bnk  affair,  with  Brooks,  Hastings  Sc  Co.  Joy 
has  ever  been  his  firm,  active  &  efficient  friend,  &  if  he  does  not  make 
one  Dollar,  I  am  satisfied  to  have  him  as  it  is  so  long  as  he  is  in  such 
good  company— 

Ah  Kate,  it  is  a  poor  refuge  to  get  from  coming  to  Detroit  in  the 
Spring— My  age,  &c— “what  care”  can  a  child,  and  all  hers,  impose 
on  me?  Instead  of  cooking  a  Beef  Steak,  roast  a  large  piece  of  Beef  See 
—I  do  not  promise  you  the  comfort  you  have  in  your  own  happy 
home,  but  surely  my  child  ought  to  be  able  to  live  as  her  Mother  does 
—all  will  be  so  much  benefited— Mrs  Baker  always  leaves  N.York 
in  the  summer  season— Why  will  she  not  take  possession  of  your 
establishment  for  the  Summer  season— and  Peter  is  so  faithful,  1 1  is 
department  will  go  on  just  as  well  as  if  you  were  all  there— You 
speak  ol  the  Winter— put  it  off  until  Fall,  and  you  will  never  come— 
It  is  no  trifle  to  travel  with  little  children  in  cold  weather— 

Mr  Lyell  has  been  quite  ill,  is  recovering— Mr  Ledyard,  1  believe, 
is  really  going  to  be  cured,  it  seems  almost  a  Miracle— 

We  have  had  a  severe  Snow  Storm— it  has  ceased  Sc  the  avenue  is 
alive  with  Sleighs— 

I  believe  I  wrote  you  how  impudently  the  Catholics  were  behav¬ 
ing— 1  rejoice  to  tell  you  that  Politics  seem  to  be  lost  sight  of,  in  the 
simple  word  Protestant— Their  conduct  has  stirred  the  fire  of  many, 
who  were  disposed  to  be  their  friends— 

I  am  afraid  that  poor  John  will  be  ordered  to  Jappan! 

I  believe,  among  my  much  writing,  1  did  not  tell  yon  of  a  Baby 
dinner  party  I  had— Mr  Sc  Mrs  J.  Clarke  never  had  been  by  me  par¬ 
ticularly  invited  to  the  house,  Sc  1  iinmagined  they  felt  it— I  decided 
to  invite  them  in  the  Holydays,  to  a  dinner,  Prepared  a  very  hand- 
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some  dinner,  with  one  of  “my  famous  Plum  Puddings”— all  was 
ieady  much  cooked,  when  l\I)'s  (' — icas  not  well  enough  to  come 
hut  went  to  a  / tarty  in  the  evening!  li  was  Mrs  Scot’s  day1— I  had 
invited  Sarah— My  bidden  guests  not  coming,  1  sent  to  her,  to  bring 
all  her  c  hildren—  1  he  Lcdyards  were  with  Robert,  Marion  R:  Johnny 
sliding  in  our  Garden,  &  Lizzy  said  she  would  not  dare  dine  with  me 
unless  her  mother  give  permission— I  told  Sarah  to  stop  in  on  her 
way  to  dinner  and  ask  Mrs  L— to  let  Lizzy,  Harry  R:  Susan  join  the 
little  group— So  the  dinner  was  furnished  with  guests— and  it  was 
very  pleasant  to  see  so  many  happy  faces— 

Uncle  sits  (haltering  beside  me,  &  wishes  his  “love  sent  to  all”— 
I  enclose  a  beautiful  piece  of  Poetry— 

Sarah  has  just  lei t  me— She  has  just  reed  a  letter  from  K— Benson, 
&  i*1  sP'l<-‘ ()l  U  s  injunction  to  secrecy,  has  confided  the  secret  to  me, 
&  1*  Princess  Pusty  1  rusty’’  like  confide  it  to  you,  Sc  you  of  course 
will  confide  it  to  Mr  b— ,  but  jesting  apart,  there  it  must  stop,  R:  I 
never  appear  in  it— K— says  to  Sarah  “Now,  1  am  going  to  surprize 
you,  but  do  not  breath  it  to  a  human  being,  but  Dave,  even  Kate 
baker  does  not  know  it,  and  we  wish  her  to  be  first,  but  Mother 
wishes  none  to  know  it— Were  it  not  for  a  circumstance  that  oc¬ 
ean  red,  we  none  of  us  would  know  it— Lieut.  Perry  was  skating  Sc 
broke  in— Hat  became  so  excited  and  cried  so,  that  we  were  morti¬ 
fied,  upon  which  she  told  us  of  her  engagement— Said  she  did  not 
care  who  knew  it  Rrc — Mother  remonstrated,  but  all  in  vain— at  any 
rate,  we  wish  Kate  b— to  know  it  before  any  one  else— after  that, 
it  may  be  told”— 

1  know  not  why,  but  Sarah  does  not  wish  Kate  to  come  here  in 
the  summer— she  would  rather  she  would  put  her  visit  olf  until  the 
Winter— Farewell  for  the  day— 

It  is  Melancholy  to  sec  how  little  the  principles  of  the  Gospel 
are  understood,  R:  rediculous  to  see  the  pretence  to  honor  them— 
Lately  I  said  to  a  member  of  our  Sister  Chh:  “What  a  rush  there  is 
lor  Parties!’’  “Oh”,  said  she,  “Mrs  Stuart,  you  know  Lent  will  soon 
begin  R:  then  you  know  we  cannot  have  parties”!!  All  that  have  been 
given,  except  Mrs  Jones,  are  dancing  parties— 

You  of  course  see  by  the  papers,  that  Bob  Ives  has  gone  over  to 
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Popery— Oh,  it  is  sad,  sad,  lo  see  Teachers  forsake  the  Bible  to  run 
after  Man’s  devices— I  he  Fathers  are  beginning  to  have  more  might 
in  the  Ghh.  than  the  Bible— Our  Churches  all  seem  to  me,  to  be  like 
the  one  God  said,  “he  would  spew  out,  spew  out  of  his  mouth”— 
I  believe  that  the  sifting  day  has  come  when  they  who  fear  God ,  will 
like  Paul  say,  all  things  are  lazuful  for  me,  but  all  things  are  not 
expedient— A  higher,  a  firmer,  a  more  rigid  walk  with  God,  is  Sc  will 
be  required,  and  none  have  reason  to  hope  that  theirs  are  converted 
souls,  but  they  who  in  every  step  they  take,  can  feel,  thus  saith  the 
Lord— 

1  fear  Mr  Ledyard  will  never  recover— I  wish  his  dear  Mother 
were  here— I  saw  him  last  night  Sc  I  know  he  is  no  better— Oh,  what 
a  loss  he  will  be— family,  Chh.  Sc  State  will  miss  him— 

Mrs  Scott  is  below,  Sc  I  must,  with  love  to  all  Sc  a  kiss  for  every 
child,  say  farewell. 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Mrs.  Hector  Scott,  former  Head  of  a  day  school  in  Detroit,  who  spent  a  day  a  week 
with  Mrs.  Stuart. 


IJ.S.  Flag  Ship  Columbia 
Norfolk,  Febry,  1st,  1853. 

My  dearest  Sister 

1  have  not  written  to  you  since  our  arrival  here  because  I  have  not 
been  well  enough  to  do  so.  1  have  a  violent  cold  and  cough,  pain  in 
the  chest  and  I  have  lost  1 7  lbs.  since  I  left  Detroit.  1  did  not  get  away 
from  New  York  until  Tuesday  Morning.  We  were  detained  one  day 
by  Almira  (Libs  Sister)  who  came  on  here  with  us.  Lib  was  very  sorry 
that  she  did  not  go  with  me  to  see  you.  We  got  here  last  Wednesday 
Morning. 

Commodore  Newton  and  Capt.  Pendegrast  both  knew  me  and 
all  the  family.  Capt.  P.  was  at  our  house  in  Mackinaw  and  says  lie 
shall  never  forget  Pa  and  Mother’s  kindness  to  him.  He  has  given 
me  permission  to  live  ashore  until  the  Ship  sails,  but  just  at  present 
I  am  on  duty  as  one  of  our  Lieuts.  wanted  to  go  to  Richmond  and 
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lie  could  not  go  unless  lie  could  gel  some  one  to  take  his  watch  so 
I  told  him  I  would  do  it.  Bill  Renshaw  is  attached  to  this  Ship.  1 
think  we  arc  going  to  have  a  happy  Ship. 

The  Cominr.  is  anxious  to  sail  next  Monday  the  7th.  I  do  not  think 
we  will  get  oil'  before  the  12th.  We  sail  lor  Pensecola  and  remain 
there  until  June  or  July  when  we  return  to  New  York  to  hold  forth 
at  the  Worlds  f  air. 

Did  you  explain  to  the  children  why  I  left  without  kissing  them? 
You  must  kiss  them  for  me  and  do  not  let  them  forget  me. 

I  saw  a  gentleman  here  a  day  or  two  since  who  told  me  that  he  saw 
at  the  Globe  I  Iotcl  in  Brooklyn  a  few  days  since  a  great  many  letters 
in  the  Rack  for  Bob.1  It  appears  as  soon  as  he  got  permission  to  go  to 
Europe  he  was  afraid  that  the  order  would  be  countermanded  (as 
it  was)  so  he  gave  out  that  he  was  at  the  Globe  and  left  orders  at  the 
office  il  any  one  called  for  him  to  say  that  he  had  gone  out,  but  he 
did  not  go  inside  the  house  from  that  time.  His  name  was  on  the 
Books  and  all  as  if  he  was  boarding  there,  but  he  was  in  the  country, 
fie  also  gave  orders  to  put  all  his  letters  in  the  Rack  so  any  one 
might  see  them  and  to  keep  them  there  for  a  long  time  and  then  to 
give  them  to  George  Thorne  who  is  to  ford,  them  to  him,  and  if 
after  he  sailed  any  one  asked  why  he  had  not  got  his  letters,  to  tell 
them  that  he  had  had  a  room  there  but  left  the  house  to  go  into  the 
country  and  had  not  been  there  since.  So  I  have  no  doubt  your  letter 
is  there  yet.  1  am  glad  I  heard  all  this  for  J  was  disgusted  with  him 
whenever  I  thought  of  his  talk  to  me  about  going  over  to  see  you 
and  then  to  hear  that  he  had  not  noticed  your  note  to  him. 

1  hope  my  dear  Sister  you  will  write  often  to  me.  If  you  answer 
this  at  once  direct  to  this  place  but  if  not  you  need  not  write  for  two 
weeks  and  then  direct  to  Pensecola.  Direct  to  Flag  Ship  Columbia 
so  the  letter  will  be  forwd.  after  the  Ship  and  always  direct  in  this 
way. 

It  is  now  five  minutes  of  Midnight.  It  is  my  first  watch  and  I  have 
been  keeping  it  in  the  cabin  by  a  good  fire,  so  it  has  not  been  a  very 
hard  watch.  I  have  written  a  long  letter  to  Mother.  I  suppose  if  Lib 
knew  that  I  was  writing  site  would  send  her  love.  Do  you  remember 
that  you  owe  Lib  a  letter.  She  is  a  little  particular  about  who  writes 
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List  foi  she  is  not  over  loncl  o I  writing  and  she  is  willing  to  jump 
at  any  good  excuse.  Little  Fanny  still ers  yet  with  her  cold,  Lib  lias 
a  bad  one  also. 

Live  my  love  and  kiss  the  children  for  me.  Remember  me  to 
Mi.  Baker,  ask  him  ll  he  will  take  good  care  of  (lie  coat  lor  ii  is  not 
ai  all  certain  that  all  h is  coats  will  be  as  good  a  lit  as  that  one.  Accept 
my  dear  Sister  the  Love  of 

Your  devoted  Brother 

John 

1  will  write  you  again  and  let  you  know  when  we  sail. 

1  Robert  Stuart  Jr. 


Norfolk  Va.  February  ltd.— r, 3 

My  dear  Kate, 

Perhaps  you  feel  some  anxiety  to  know  how  your  brother  John, 
wile,  8:  baby  are  progressing!  We  arrived  at  this  place  a  week  ago 
today,  having  left  New- York  on  1  uesday  morning.  John  was  miser¬ 
able  while  we  were  at  Staten  Island,  and  is  so  yet.  He  coughs  con¬ 
stantly  8:  violently,  looks  pale,  haggard,  &  hollow-eyed.  I  feel  very 
much  worried  about  him.  It  distresses  me  all  the  time.  1  le  is  not  in 
a  lit  condition  to  go  to  sea,  8:  I  am  really  trembling  for  the  future. 
Lvery  one  else  thinks  as  1  do.  All  say  “how  badly  Mr.  Stuart  looks”, 
8:  ask  me  why  I  let  him  go  to  sea!  /  cannot  prevent  it.  Mercy  knows 
1  would  if  I  could.  I  expect  to  go  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  before  long 
for  my  mind  is  so  constantly  agitated  it  sometimes  seems  as  if  my 
brain  was  on  lire.—  But  I  need  not  make  complaints  of  this  kind,  for 
I  get  no  sympathy  from  any  quarter.  But  on  the  contrary,  my  so- 
called  friends  say,  “You  have  made  your  bed,  and  now  you  must  lie 
in  it.”  Fearing  you  will  say  the  same,  1  will  put  a  stop  to  this  strain. 

No  one  knows  when  the  “Columbia”  will  get  oil.  Day  after  day  is 
appointed,  but  the  departure  is  postponed.  The  vessel  has  not  her 
complement  of  men  yet,  but  it  is  proposed  to  start  with  what  they 
have,  8:  trust  to  luck  to  pick  up  more  at  Pensacola.  But  it  appears 
rather  unwise  to  send  a  Frigate  to  sea  only  half  manned.  Commodore 
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Newton  has  always  been  an  unlucky  man,  and  1  am  terribly  afraid 
something  is  going  to  happen  during  this  cruise  to  keep  up  his 
reputation. 

I  was  very  sorry  1  could  not  go  over  to  Morristown  with  John,  but 
I  was  too  much  fatigued  to  move— and  as  you  were  engaged  to 
go  to  a  party,  it  was  perhaps  well  I  remained  on  the  island.  For  1  pre¬ 
sume  1  could  not  have  worn  one  of  your  dresses  as  well  as  John  wore 
Mr.  Baker’s  coat.  Boor  John  had  a  chill,  he  told  me.  1 1  is  night  sweats 
have  returned.  He  is  entirely  out  of  order.  John  says  you  are  not 
going  to  Detroit  in  the  Spring!  Mother  will  be  very  much  disap¬ 
pointed,  for  she  fully  expects  you— or  rather  she  did  expect  you 
when  we  left. 

1  do  not  like  Norfolk  much  in  itself  considered,  but  John’s  pres¬ 
ence  makes  any  place  agreeable  to  me.  He  is  on  board  ship  all  day, 
&  comes  oil  in  the  afternoon.  But  for  the  last  two  days  &  nights,  he 
has  been  on  board  all  the  time,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  one 
of  the  other  ollicers  who  went  to  Richmond  day  before  yesterday, 
&  John  was  obliged  to  “keep  watch’’  for  him.  1  hope  to  see  him  this 
evening.  I  expect  to  remain  here  until  the  ship  sails,  8:  then  make 
my  way  home  as  best  1  can.  My  Sister  Almira  is  here  with  me - 

The  Frigate  “Raritan’’  arrived  the  same  morning  we  did.  One 
of  the  ollicers  (the  husband  of  a  friend  of  ours  on  the  Island)  was 
brought  home  dead.  When  we  left  the  Island,  we  saw  her,  8:  she  was 
in  high  spirits  expecting  her  husband  home,  and  was  getting  every¬ 
thing  ready  to  welcome  him  home.  Only  imagine  what  a  blow  it 
must  have  been  to  her  to  receive  intelligence  of  his  death!  It  made 
me  so  gloomy  I  cannot  recover  my  spirits.  He  died  in  October,  his 
body  was  preserved  in  a  barrel  or  hogshead  of  whiskey,  8:  they  sent 
on  for  it  last  week.  Oh!  1  believe  such  a  visitation  would  kill  me! 
And  what  a  bitter,  bitter  reflection  it  must  be,  that  perhaps  at  the 
very  time  when  he  was  dying,  she  was  in  a  frolic.  For  she  has  been 
very  gay  during  his  absence— so  gay,  it  has  been  remarked  by  every 
one  who  knew  her,  8:  she  has  been  severely  censured.  But  poor  thing! 
I  should  not  think  she  would  ever  be  gay  again,  fie  was  promoted  to 
Lieutenantcy  only  a  short  time  before  his  death. 

Little  Fanny  is  well,  with  the  exception  of  a  cold.  She  is  a  very 
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sweet  child— as  good  as  a  child  could  possibly  be,  &  very  pretty.  She 
is  asleep  now,  &  seems  to  be  enjoying  her  nap  much.  She  was  a  year 
old  yesterday.  It  is  too  bad  John  has  to  go  oil  &  leave  her  now.  I 
talked  with  her  about  it  this  morning,  and  she  really  seemed  to 
understand,  R:  put  on  a  very  sorrowful  look.  She  will  miss  him 


Love  to  your  children,  R:  respects  to  Mr.  Baker,  &  believe  me  dear 
Kate  Ever 

Your  aITt.  Sister 

Lavinia 


February  9,  1 853 

Dearest  K— 

1  really  began  to  think  that  I  should  recicve  no  more  letters  from 
you,  but  do  not  feel  compcled  to  write,  when  to  do  it,  you  must 
neglect  any  duty— I  only  wonder  that  you  accomplish  so  much— you 
have  some  friends  which  you  must  keep  up  your  correspondence 
with,  R:  then  your  dear  children  are  daily  increasing  cares— 

I  recieved  a  letter  from  Lavinia  wherein  she  says  that  John  is  very 
unwell  from  a  cold  taken  on  his  journey 

Referring  to  your  visit  with  me,  make  it  when  it  best  suits  your 
R:  Mr  B’s  convenience,  with  me,  one  time  is  as  good  as  an  other— 
1  only  said.1 summer,  because  it  never  entered  my  head  that  you  could, 
or  would,  come  in  the  winter— I  lere  let  me  say  a  few  things  as  regards 
health  for  the  children,  1  believe  it  is  now  allowed  by  every  one  that 
our  City  is  among  the  healthiest  in  the  Union— if,  in  selecting  the 
winter,  you  had  Sarah’s  movements  in  view,  I  gather  from  conver¬ 
sation  she  is  (letermi)ied  to  be  only  absent  about  six  weeks,  which  are 
to  include  her  going,  stay  at  Washington,  R:  coming— She  shrinks 
from  ever  again  making  a  visit  of  any  length  to  her  friends  and  she 
will  not  take  Robert  R:  John— She  means  to  leave  them  with  me— 
She  gives  no  explanation  for  their  feelings,  but  1  rather  suspect  that 
her  Brother  is  a  quarrelsome,  Masterly  Spirit,  lights  Robert,  and  the 
Mother  sides  with  him  against  Robert,  R:c  Rc— Now,  I  throw  all 
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before  you  that  you  may  know  what  arrangements  are  going  on  in 
this  quarter— 

You  say,  ‘‘Now,  what  do  you  say?”— I  say  ‘‘that  the  winter  is  past, 
the  spring  almost  here— great  &  important  changes  may,  &  probably 
will,  lake  place  ere  the  next  fall”— But  I  have  learned  to  leave  all 
of  my  life,  where  1  leave  my  cares  Sc  perplexities,  &  if  permitted  ever 
again  to  meet  in  this  world,  to  me  it  will  be  among  the  few 
(uitici jailed  happy  hours  of  my  life— &  here  we  will  leave  it— 1  would 
not,  for  any  inducement,  have  you  come  here  in  Summer,  contrary 
to  your  &:  Mr  B’s  judgment— Should  any  thing  occur  among  the  chil¬ 
dren,  we  should  ever  upbraid  ourselves— 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  ill  health  of  M  iss  Condit  (that  was)— how 
all  shew  us  the  nothingness  of  life— Do  you  know  her  husband?  Does 
he  appear  like  a  Christian  that  can  strengthen  her?  1  feel  a  great 
interest  in  the  whole  family,  when  they  went  into  the  Epis.  Ghh. 
Did  their  Father  also  go? 

I  am  glad  that  the  Basket  was  acceptable— I  was  afraid  after  I  had 
sent  it,  that  it  might  be  ‘‘coals  to  New  Castle”— As  soon  as  1  can  get 
an  Eastern  Bill,  1  will  pay  the  transportation— it  seemed  like  the 
widow’s  cruise  of  oil— You  did  more  with  it,  than  1  could  have  im- 
magined,  i.e.  if  you  kept  any  for  yourself— 

Every  one  gets  along  in  the  world,  8c  so,  I  suppose,  will  poor 
1 1  at  1  ie,  but  it  seems  to  me  were  she  my  daughter,  no  exertion  should 
be  spared,  to  prevent  her  marrying  a  Lieut,  in  the  Navy— 

This  reminds  me  to  beg  you,  when  you  write  to  Lavinia,  to  write 
in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  her  influencing  John  to  leave  the  Navy— 
She  seems  thoroughly  disgusted  with  it,  &  of  course  with  good  cause 
—the  limited  income— Separation— exposure  of  life,  Sec  but  it  is  too 
late  in  John’s  life  to  think  of  any  thing  else,  Sc  were  he  to  do  it,  there 
is  nothing  before  her,  but  for  him  to  come  home,  Sc  this  would  be 
a  life  of  idleness  &  dependence,  withering,  killing  to  any  Man  Sc  con¬ 
sequently  a  source  of  wretchedness  to  her— She  has  got  into  the 
trouble  Sc  she  must  submit  to  its  disagreeableness— 

1  shall  get  Romain— I  have  heard  much  of  it— 

I  feel  exactly  as  you  do  about  the  Hastings  proceedings— I  cannot 
bear  such  meanness— It  always  reminds  me  of  God’s  house  being 
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made  a  house  of  Merchandize — Why  not  do  business  in  Psalm  Books 
&c  as  in  every  other  business— Not  thrust  upon  the  Churches  stuff 
that  can  never  equal  the  beautiful  poetry  which  they  have,  mutilated 
by  way  of  “improvement”—' They  have  (1  think)  ruined  our  tunes 
&  Btken  from  us  some  of  our  most  spiritual  beautiful  Hymns,  &  so 
changed  others  as  to  deprive  them  of  all  their  Strength— The  heart 
sickens  in  finding  so  much  of  sell  mixed  with  all  our  apparent  zeal 
lor  God’s  honor— “Oh,  lor  light  to  shine  upon  the  Rond"— 'The 
heart,  the  Heart,  is  God’s  Citadel!  all  our  zeal— talk— &c  ends  in 
nothing,  unless  God  pronounces  Good— 

Last  evening  I  saw  Mrs  Lyell— Sad  to  relate — arrangements  are 
being  made  by  Pitcher  to  cut  a  cancer  out  of  her  Breast!!!  Do  not 
speak  of  it  to  a  human  being— They  all  feel  very  gloomy  &  so  well 
they  may— 

Uncle  for  the  last  few  days  has  been  unusually  weak,  but  is  well— 

And  now,  dear  Kate,  after  giving  much  love  to  the  dear  children 
&  a  kiss  for  all— Accept  the  same  from 

Your  Affectionate  Mother 

I  sent  by  Mrs  Davis  to  get  me  six  Caps  at  a  Dollar  a  piece  &  re¬ 
quested  her  when  done  to  leave  them  with  Emma  Williams1— When 
done,  will  you  make  arrangements  to  pay  Mrs  D— through  Emma 
Williams— The  Enclosed  Ten  Dollars  will  pay  Mrs  I)— &  Transpor¬ 
tation  on  Basket— On  consideration,  I  think  the  $6.00  should  be  sent 
immediately  to  Mrs  D— She  ought  not  to  be  out  of  pocket  for  one 
moment  on  my  account— 

1  Imma  Williams  was  Mrs.  Stuart’s  cousin,  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan’s  sister  Emma 
had  married  Daniel  Quimby  Williams.  Emma  Williams  lived  with  the  Thornes,  and 
was  greatly  beloved. 

Detroit,  Feb.  12th,  1853 

Dear  Son— 

What  strange  coincidences  we  are  called  on  to  notice  in  life!  In  my 
last  to  you,  had  I  not  felt  very  unwell,  I  would  have  said  this  undi- 
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vided  fatal  hall  between  Stocking  8c  us  reminds  me  of  an  old  Bone, 
between  a  Man  by  the  name  of  Milhank,  8c  ourselves—  Th ey  used  to 
say,  “Never  mind,  the  old  Lady  cannot  live  long,  then  their  Estate 
will  have  to  he  divided,  8:  we  shall  get  their  front”—  We  used  to  say 
“Old  Milhank  cannot  live  long,  when  he  dies,  we  will  purchase  his 
rear  lor  our  front”— 

On  reading  your  remark  upon  our  selling,  with  full  cordiality, 
I  gave  my  lull  assent  &  thank  you  for  acting  for  me— Let  that  blessed 
Law  ever  regulate  us,  8:  we  need  fear  no  evil— “Whatsoever  ye  ’would 

that  men  should  do  to  you,”  8cc - You  need  never  hesitate  to  act 

for  me— in  doing  so,  you  act  for  your  own,  or  K’s  interest— I  only  aim 
at  doing  the  very  best  for  the  interest  of  my  children— 

Today  l  have  written  to  Dyckman— 

I  had  enclosed  you  $io  for  ch.  on  game— You  having  pd  for  it, 
appropriate  the  Money  to  Mary  8:  Bessie’s  Library,  the  Red  Books 
of  Abbot,  unless  K—  desires  as  she  pleases— 

I  have  just  read  a  few  lines  from  Catlen  8c  Williams— They  say 
“Our  linn  does  not  practice  law,  but  when  matters  like  this  are  in 
the  way  ol  our  business,  we  employ  a  Law  firm  in  this  place,  who  are 
retained  by  us— They  are  men  whom  we  know,  8c  in  whose  ability  8c 
sound  Law  knowledge  we  place  full  confidence,  8c  trust  if  placed  in 
their  hands  it  will  rccievc  the  attention  the  question  demands— We 
are  endeavoring  to  effect  an  arrangement  with  the  parties  who  oc¬ 
cupy  the  Lot,  to  lease  the  premises  of  you,  and  thereby  acknowledge 
your  title  by  holding  as  your  tenants,  8c  are  in  hopes  of  succeeding, 
thereby  avoiding  the  necessity  of  a  suit— You  shall  hear  from  us  as 
occasion  may  demand”— 

All  rent  paid  but  Streeters— I  enclose  the  report  to  shew  you  that 
not  one  word  is  said  about  Doug  8c  Houghton  Cop.  Min.  On  Mon¬ 
day  1  must  again  send  $108— 

I  rccicved  a  letter  last  evening  from  Dr  Thorne— He  informs  of 
Richard’s  Marriage  to  a  Miss  Denis1— 

My  love  to  Kate  8c  the  dear  children— Tell  her,  as  soon  as  I  am 
able,  I  will  write  to  her— for  the  last  week  1  have  had  very  bad  nights, 
which  makes  me  nervous,  8c  lazy  through  the  day— Sc  indeed  writing- 
hurts  me— 


JHATTSA  TRKVJtZ 


o)  bo?u  ViAT-  t  thrmoJ.  .jlrb.illiM  lo3Hii.fi  orb  yd  ni;M  r.  i-mixl 
•Ml.)  I  ri-xi)  r  nil  ,j  ioI  y/il  loom  »  n.l  io  >il >  ,1  tim  f yn'A"  ,(ii< 
(j  oi  Ivj.  i#  *'ll  "inoi\  iod»  i.K  !{r,il?  w  %  ,bobi  /ill » :  oJ  :>7cii  lliv/ 
xir!  itrAytun  Hi  ’  aut  ^>ib  jiI  mrfw  nol  o/il  lOnnm  dnwIliM  MO’* 

IllOfl  1 1  JO  u>i  li.-Jl 

,  -fill  i hf (  >  Hul  rf  J .  //  mo  noijfi  i  riwirrt  Mtr(  ^nibi/n  nO 

Iww'jld  ji.fij  j*jJ  jrtnoT^iiJjLi.il  in ' (  Jnmbv  »  j  IIul  yin  >/rj  l 
blue  //  J/  -jr.  Wlf.fi'  "-J  ZlOfl  II  b*J)I  J  -r  31:  In;  3tT*/J  i/i  I 
m  OJ  ojj;  _> rl  rW'Hi  hwn  uoV 

tid fblifb  yin  !  Ijrrvnwni  oilnol  Jeixf  yrjv  id.  grtiob  in 

-nermbytt  01  mliiiwr  yn;d  J  r.bo  1 

—  Ofit  .  i;  rxt^  >f>  *  >  wjIhu  ,lodd  -f.  o 

jwtuhr  .  ij  rii  ni  nrift  wk.J  n  yoU|iiiJ  jw  oo  -n  iijoIo  (ky/  3ilt 

'*>  .v/orid  ovr  rrioilvf  riant  J  in  yoif  sii  vd  b  juinioi 

a'//—  d»iu;  t  »b  i  uioup  ox! J  no  urjjn,  o<  oyjirji  liv/  li  ^bunl  li  .i 
oo  o tl/t  fcairrwj  -jiff  illi vi  inofil-x'niiiii  in.  Ivj’lb  oJ  ynno/W)n*>  Jin 

,  f;  ~  ....  ..  JO’/-  '  i-  .  "I  {■'.  Mi  n  >•  ;<>7I  /'.I  *ti J 

I  m  tjii  uoH  r  $uoU  J!  xic  f»i ■  *  «i  .  07/  >no  Jon 

j*. o i '  bnoe  mi ’»H!i  y.  b 

‘?i  u  '.2i  14  j:  ••  .  ir.M  i  birfbt  H 

it!;  in  br.tf  yr  .  biui  *»7*rl »  J  w;  j?.r,l  ill  ml  -toil  oi  an  iw  Hivr  l ,  >£tl • 


•172 


STUART  LETTERS 


We  are  all  well — But  in  a  lnib-bub  about  Main  Liquor  Laws- 
General  R.R.Laws— 8:  selling  old  Pres.  Chh.  to  build  liner  new  ones 
—All  think  Mr  Ledyard  mending— 

A\r i t li  much  love  to  you,  from 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 

1  Richard  Van  Wyck  I  home  Jr.  whose  wife,  Maria  Johnson,  had  died  Dec.  12, 
1850,  was  married  to  Sarah  d.  T.  Dennis  February  (>,  1853. 


Do  tell  Kate,  that  I  have  not  quite  lost  my  senses  to  intimate  to 
her  to  invite  Lavinia  to  stay  with  her  during  Jn’s  absence.  My  heart 
was  too  much  opposed  even  to  having  her,  servant  &  child,  go  for 
only  one  week—  K— has  enough,  without  any  additional  care— 

You  know,  it  would  not  do  for  me  to  question  John  directly  nor 
indirectly,  about  his  wife's  family,  but  1  know  that  he  will  not  stay 
there  himself  &:  does  not  wish  her  to— lie  hoped  to  have  boarded 
in  Norfolk— 

Also  please  tell  K— that  I  sent  her  every  sylable  that  he  wrote— 
at  first  I  was  going  to  do  as  he  requested,  but  I  decided  to  send  it, 
that  K— might  see  as  /  did,  that  there  was  more  in  it,  than  was  told 
me— 

I  think  probably  Lavinia  manifested  an  unwillingness  to  be  at 
her  home— Yet  her  pride  forbade  her  going  to  Board,  lest  people 
would  wonder— he  thought  if  she  could  be  invited  to  visit  K— that 
it  might  relieve  her  feeling— I  really  cannot  tell  what  it  is— 

I  think  she  ought  to  come  to  Det:  &  let  her  husband  attend  to 
his  business,  Sc  when  his  duties  are  over,  they  can  be  happy  for  some 
months  uninterrupted— 

Please  shew  this  to  K— when  you  are  alone— And  should  the  chil¬ 
dren  manifest  symptoms  ol  whooping  Cough,  1  pray  you  encourage 
their  all  coming  to  Det:  You  have  full  confidence  in  Doer.  Stuart 
Sc  you  know  change  of  air,  is  life  for  the  Whooping  Cough 


Mr.  Baker— Private 
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Detroit,  February  14,  1853 

Dearest  Kate— 

M)'  heart  has  been  with  you  all  day,1  &  my  mind  has  dwelt  much 
upon  the  manner  in  which  God  disciplines  11s,  &  how  our  sorrows 
as  well  as  our  joys  8c  rich  blessings  will  rise  up  against  us  in  the  great 
day  of  account— not  one  are  sent  us,  but  are  designed  by  an  infinitely 
compassionate  loving  Savior  to  draw  us  into  a  closer  holier  walk 
with  him  8:  raise  us  above  Earth,  but  how  continually  we  are  re¬ 
minded  we  are  that  of  the  Earth  we  are  Earthly — 

1  he  day  before  yesterday  1  was  with  poor  Mrs  Lyell,  during  a 
terrible  operation,  cutting  a  cancer  from  her  breast!!  Of  all  dreadful 
scenes  1  have  ever  been  called  to  pass  through,  it  was  among  the  most 
dreadful,  but  in  the  midst  of  all  Christ  was  with  her— After  the 
operation  was  through,  she  sighed  deeply  8c  exclaimed  in  a  most 
piteous  manner:  “Oh,  must  I  come  back  to  this  world?  I  was  in 
Heaven,  why  bring  me  back?’’— A  dead  silence,  none  spoke— again 
she  said,  “Is  it  possible  that  I  must  again  be  shut  up  in  these  four 
walls?  I  wish  they  had  not  brought  me  back”— 

Drs  Sager"— Pitcher  8c  Russell,  were  the  Physicians— Revel.  Mr 
McEellan’s  wife  8c  I  were  with  her— They  were  full  a  half  hour  try¬ 
ing  to  put  her  under  the  influence  ol  Chloriform,  but  could  not 
succeed  (i.c.)  not  sufficient  to  st tipi fy  or  make  her  insensible— I  on 
my  knees,  with  my  face  buried  in  the  lied,  held  her  feet— poor  Mrs 
Me  one  hand— Dr  Russel  the  other— while  Dr  Pitcher  operated  as¬ 
sisted  by  Dr  Sager— She  gave  three  fearful  shrieks,  which  1  can  never 
forget— 8c  by  a  convulsive  shuddering  of  her  limbs,  1  was  sine  the 
operation  was  over,  8:  on  asking  if  they  were,  they  answered,  It;  is  all 
over— I  do  not  think  they  were  over  two  minutes,  from  the  time  he 
first  applied  the  Knife— She  was  soon  made  comfortable— Mrs  McL 
—staid  with  her  all  night  8c  I  remained  with  her  yesterday  from 
after  morningChh.  until  Night— She  is  cheerf  ul  8:  very  comfortable— 
I  told  her  of  her  speech  about  Heaven— “Oh”,  said  she,  “Mrs 
Stuart,  could  you  only  Know  what  happiness  I  was  in,  I  saw  the 
Savior  distinctly  8c  think  what  bitter  disappointment  to  find  that  I 
must  again  come  8c  dwell  on  Earth”— I  thought  of  the  Hebrew  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  Fiery  Furnace— I  saw,  evidently  when  she  stretched  her- 
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sell  on  the  Couch,  she  went  there  to  clie— she  stretched  herself, 
clasped  her  hands  on  her  breast,  shut  her  eyes,  R:  tremblingly  said, 
My  poor  children,  I  could  wish  to  be  lei t  a  time  longer  for  you, 
but  not  my  will  — and  all  was  silent — 1  have  heard  from  her  this 
morning— she  is  comfortable— 


I  went  to  see  a  Scotch  lamily,  who  from  poverty,  sickness  R:  death, 
were  objects  oi  sympathy— Their  eldest  of  nine  children,  was  only 
20  years  old,  with  every  other  member  of  the  family,  was  sick,  but 
by  no  means  alarmingly  so,  about  an  hour  before  her  death,  she 
gazed  intently  on  the  Wall  R:  broke  out  most  beautifully  &  sung  with 
great  fervor  a  very  long  Hymn  beginning  “How  sweet  the  name  of 


Jesus  sounds  in  a  Believer’s  ear’’— when  done,  a  perfect  silence 
reigned  for  some  time,  which  was  broken  by  her  saying  “Mother, 
Mother— I  have  been  with  Sister  Mary  &  Brother  William  &  little 
Sandy  8:  old  Mrs  Sloan,  R:  dear  good  Mr  Peter  Roosevelt— Oh, 
Mother,  they  all  came  to  me  &  looked  so  beautiful,  far  heuutif  ullcr 
than  when  they  were  here  (all  are  dead)— And  they  said  to  me,  '  Jean, 
come  up  to  us — come,  R:  be  with  us,  come  R:  now  begin  R:  sing  with 
us,’  and  Oh,  could  you  hear  such  singing! !”  1  ler  Mother  said,  “Well, 
my  child,  did  you  sing?’’  “Oh,  yes,  Mother”.  “And  what  did  you 
sing?”  “  I  hat  beautiful  Hymn, ‘How sweet  the  name  of  Jesus  sounds, 
in  a  believer’s  ear”!!  In  a  half  hour,  she  sweetly  fell  asleep,  R:  never 


awoke— Such  scenes  are  strange— 

I  have  had  two  letters  from  poor  Lavinia,  she  writes  most  sadly— 
She  never  names  her  sister— says  that  she  supposes  that  she  will  go 
to  Pi.  Richmond— I  know  she  dreads  it— She  should  not  have  gone 
from  here— she  will,  after  many  such  false  steps,  learn  to  be  quiet  R: 
let  him  follow  the  line  of  his  duty— I  shall  be  glad  for  her  sake  when 
the  weather  becomes  line  that  she  can,  with  her  dear  Babe,  return 
home— 

David  l  rather  think  has  decided  on  not  going  to  Washington 
until  after  the.jth  Prox— he  says  what  is  true— that  it  will  be  thronged 
— consequently  tremendously  expensive  R:  comfortless,— and  that, 
which  will  take  him  there,  can  be  better  accomplished  when  things 
are  more  quiet— 
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I  seldom  hear  from  Mary,  &:  when  I  do,  her  letters  are  always 
written  in  a  hurry,  &  very  unsatisfactory— 

My  love  to  Mr  B— &  to  my  blessed  children,  with  a  kiss  for  each, 
I  am  afraid  that  they  will  neither  remember  me  nor  love  me— 

Miss  Rockwell  begs  to  be  kindly  remembered  to  you  both— She 
is  great  company  for  me— My  life  is  a  very  lonely  one— You  know 
1  was  never  fond  of  visiting— and  if  we  will  not  visit— soon  people 
give  up  visiting  us— that  is  my  case,  very  few  visit  me— You  will  find 
it  a  lonely  house  when  you  come— All  intercourse  has  settled  into 
formal  parties— all  dancing— 

My  kind  regards  to  your  valuable  friend,  Mrs  Stites— I  remember 
her  with  much  gratitude— also  to  the  Taylors,  with  my  congratula¬ 
tions,  if  they  are  happy  in  the  present  prospects— Sarah  is  disap¬ 
pointed  in  not  being  able  to  be  with  them  on  the  occasion— 

With  love  to  you,  my  blessed  child— &  daily  prayer  that  Cod  may 
strengthen  you,  &  give  you  grace  to,  in  all  your  ways,  honor  him,  & 
make  you  steadfast,  in  Faith  which  is  Substance,  looking  unto  Jesus 
for  wisdom,  to  guide  you  in  all  your  ways  as  a  Wife,  a  Mother,  &:  a 
Soldier  of  the  Cross— We  live  in  a  wonderful  day— a  day  in  which 
a  terrible  sifting  in  the  Chh  must  take  place,  when  self  must  be 
denied,  &  Christ  be  all  in  all— 

Ever  your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 

Do  not  speak  of  Mrs  Lyels  case  to  any  one— 

1  On  February  15,  1851  little  Fanny  died. 

-  Dr.  Abram  Sager,  Dean  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
and  specialist  in  obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women  and  children. 


POSTSCRIPT  OF  LETTER  WRITTEN  BY  DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER 
TO  HIS  MOTHER  IN  LAW,  MRS.  ROBERT  STUART. 

THE  LETTER  ITSELF  HAS  BEEN  LOST.1 

The  Dr.  hardly  knows  how  to  write  the  truth  any  more - one  to 

read  his  letters  would  suppose  we  were  living  in  a  perfect  paradise, 
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but  don’t  believe  it - while  cold  weather  lasts  and  our  stores  Irom 

N  O."  lasts  we  shall  do  well  enough,  but  'when  they  are  gone  we  shall 

starve - he  (ells  you  we  seldom  eat  venison  as  if  we  got  so  much  of  it, 

hen  c  we  have  been  able  to  gel  some.  I  suppose  there  are  deer  111  the 

country  and  so  there  are  pole  cats - and  we  get  much  more  of  the 

latlei  than  the  former,  and  as  to  my  being  too  lat  to  be  unhappy  that 

is  till  stulf  it  is  jjuf  on  lat  only  lor  the  occasion  * - mot  her  )  on  ought 

to  see  me,  all  say  1  weigh  over  150  lbs.  at  any  rate  1  am  as  large  as 
Ma’a1  was— don’t  you  know  you  always  said  Mary  at  40  you  will  be 
fat— and  so  1  am 

Kitty5  has  been  very  sick-the  baby0  died  of  the  same  lever.  She  is 

now  perfectly  well - and  sends  her  best  love  to  you.  Bob7  is  in 

school.  Good  bye. 

from  your  affectionate 

daughter. 

O 


I  have  been  brought  to  a  1  till  stop  by  Mary’s  paragraph  of  complaints. 
I  laughed  outright  011  seeing  it  appended  to  my  letter.  She  would 
not  have  written  had  she  not  been  idle  when  Frany  was  cleaning  up 
her  room.  It  does  her  great  good  to  be  exercised,  she  inherits  it 
from  her  grandmother  on  the  mother’s  side.  I  remember  the  lust 
time  I  saw  Mrs.  Sullivan”  she  had  just  heard  through  Biddy  that  a 
dear  child  had  been  run  over  by  the  cars  which  about  that  time 
began  to  pass  through  one  of  the  streets  of  Brooklyn.  She  took  the 
accident  very  much  to  heart  and  dwelt  in  delad  on  its  horrors  con¬ 
doling  with  the  bereaved  mother  and  deprecal  ing  cars  as  the  abomi¬ 
nation  ol  desolation,  and  notwithstanding  the  same  child  turned  up 
the  next  morning  bright  and  unharmed  (having  made  a  report  to 
Biddy  in  person)  she  persisted  in  being  severely  exerc  ised  in  the  con¬ 
sideration  ol  the  dreadful  state  ol  things  which  would  have  existed 
had  the  original  report  proved  true.  I  have  now  exhausted  my  eyes 
which  are  improving  decidedly.  Remember  us  to  Uncle0  especially 
and  assure  him  that  I  appreciate  his  kind  and  constant  remembrance 
of  us  all.  I  hope  he  is  well  and  happy.  Tell  him  also  that  Bob"’  has 
inherited  a  propensity  for  furs  and  peltries,  of  which  he  has  a  large 
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supply,  the  result  of  successful  hunts.  Remember  us  to  David  and 
Sarah. 

Ever  affectionately  yours, 

G.F.T. 

(In  Mary’s  handwriting)— Dr.  comes  in  and  wants  me  to  read  over 
his  letter  and  punctuate  for  him,  because  his  old  eyes  have  given  out, 
but  1  tell  him  you  can  punctuate  as  well  as  I  can  and  better. 

1  Original  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

-  New  Orleans. 

;i  baby  Elizabeth  Emma  Billings  Turner  was  born  at  Fort  Croghan  April  8,  i8yp 
1  "Ma'a”  was  the  name  used  by  the  Stuart  grandchildren  for  their  grandmother, 
M is.  John  Sullivan. 

5  Kate  Stuart,  born  Dec.  uu,  t8j  t. 

0  George  l  t  anklin  I  tu  ner,  Jr.  born  Nov.  ao,  i8.j8,  died  of  scarlet  fever  July  i,  i8-,o. 
7  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  born  April  .j,  1838. 
h  Mrs.  John  Sullivan,  mother  of  E.  E.  Stuart. 

•»  "Old  Uncle”  David  Stuart. 

10  Robert  Stuart  Turner. 


Detroit,  February  it),  185*; 

My  very  dear  Kate— 

Our  saddling  (should  be  praising)  Anniversaries,  serve  as  faithful 
Monitors  to  point  us  to  our  end— Not  a  day  passes  that  I  do  not  feel, 
or  say,  “Oh,  that  when  the  Master  comes,  I  could  be  found  watch¬ 
ing!!  I  low  much  we  have  to  teach  us  that  we  should  keep  our  armor 
on,  &  bright!— But  flesh,  hateful,  sinful,  selfish  flesh,  have  over  me  a 
continual  mastery— 

My  week  has  been  spent  pretty  much  with  poor  Mrs  Lyell,  who 
is  doing  remarkably  well — It  is  now  one  O’clock,  &  I  must  be  there 
by  two— Pitcher  will  be  there  to  dress  her  breast,  8c  I  think  from  a 
note  from  him  today,  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  have  me  there— 
It  leaves  me  less  time  than  I  could  wish  to  acknowledge  rect  of  yours 
&  Mr  Baker’s  favors  of  12th  8c  14th  ins. 

There  was  a  delightfully  solemn  pleasure  in  reading  Mr  B’s  of 
14th  ins.  because  I  had  reason  to  hope  that  you  8;  he  at  the  same 
time  were  reading  mine  of  same  date— That  we  were  at  the  same 
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moment,  reading-,  thinking  R:  speaking  ol  the  same  solemn  subject, 
which  will  ever  (ill  our  hearts— 

Sarah’s  arrangements  are  all  made— she  reed  a  letter  from  her 
Mother  last  night,  which  brought  her  to  the  conclusion  to  leave 
here  the  last  week  in  April  Sc  remain  with  her  Mother  until  early 
fall,  leaving  Robert  &  Johnny  with  me,  R:  renting  her  house  for  six 
months— should  Dave  come  into  the  arrangement— you  will  think 
me  almost  demented,  alter  having  reviewed  Irom  you  so  vivid  a 
description  ol  your  present  condition  in  domestic  concerns,  to  en¬ 
close  what  I  have — After  much  thought,  this  text  came  to  mind, 
None  of  us  live  unto  ourselves”— &  “it  is  more  blest  to  give  than 
recieve”— And  that,  for  your  husband,  your  comfortable,  independ¬ 
ent,  happy  home,  you  owed  a  debt  of  Gratitude  to  the  giver  ol  every 
good  R:  perfect  gift— I  decided  to  send  it— And  last  night,  having 
reviewed  another  gloomy  letter  from  poor  Laviuia,  I  put  the  whole 
before  you  R:  Mr  Baker,  R:  then  act  as  you  please— 

In  her  letter,  among  other  expressions  of  like  nature,  she  says, 
“dear  Fanny,  if  she  could  speak,  she  would  say,  ‘Oh,  take  me  back 
to  my  own  Dct.  happy  home  again’”— My  heart  aches  for  her— No 
matter  how  happy  our  home,  if  we  are  made  to  feel  that  we  are 
dependants  in  it,  our  bread  will  be  watered  with  our  'Fears— I 
thought  two  or  three  weeks  with  you,  by  invitation,  would  make 
her  of  consequence  in  her  parents  home— R:  relieve  her— Sc  we  cannot 
be  benevolent,  without  some  sacrifice— I  can  appreciate  your  feel¬ 
ings,  she  is  no  trouble— no  whims— R:  when  you  see  her  one  day,  you 
see  her  ever— ladylike,  discreet— her  servant  is  among  the  best  I  have 
ever  had  in  my  house— neat— good  principle  Sc  good  example,  no 
meddling  R:c— 

Now  you  must  do  as  you  &  your  husband  will,  only  never  breathe, 
that  1  enclosed  poor  John’s  wishes  to  you— I  am  afraid  it  is  a  betrayal 
ol  confidence,  but  1  mean  it  all  right— if  wrong,  it  is  an  error  of 
judgment— I  think  John's  health  will  be  much  improved  by  his 
present  cruize— 

I  am  glad  that  Mary1  R:  Robert  write  to  each  other— it  will  stimu¬ 
late  them  to  improvement— I  am  much  pleased  with  the  poor  little 
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fellow’s  improvement— they  are  both  good  boys— Oh,  1  pray  you 
encourage  her  passion  for  Arithmetic— let  there  be  one  among  us 
who  can  count— Oh,  how  I  want  to  see  that  precious  Hoy— may  his 
lile  &  health  he  precious  in  the  sight  of  God— &  my  dear  Mary  & 
Bessie  with  our  blessed  pensive,  gentle  little  Eliza  form  a  precious 
group  in  my  heart— Do  not  call  her  Iioddy,  1  dislike  it  very  much— 
1  wotdd  not  he  sorry  to  hear  that  they  are  all  going  through  the 
Measles— it  is  a  line  Season  of  the  year— 

Poor  wife  Bulger!  1  hope  her  general  health  has  improved 
I  cannot  but  feel  great  anxiety  for  poor  Mary-— With  her  it  is  a 
great  R:  important  event— May  God  bless  her  &  bring  her  through 
happily— 

Dave  is  oil,  R:  I  hope  will  take  you  on  his  way  to  Washington— 
Oh.  pray,  pray  for  him— 

And  now,  the  rest  of  my  paper  must  he  for  you,  dear  Son— Your 
intelligence  of  Dr’s  good  luck  was  really  cheering,  hut  your  remarks 
ol  EcRoys  pyt  R:c  leads  me  to  fear  that  you  do  not,  or  have  not  reed 
my  letters,  for  I  know,  that  1  have  immediately  on  recieving  money, 
put  it  down  in  my  letter  to  you,  of  which  about  money  times  1  always 
keep  one  on  hand,  expressly  that  I  may  never  omit  any  pyt— Until 
the  last  two  weeks  all  our  letters  have  gone  R:  come  via  Chicago, 
which  has  given  them  a  jaunt  of  9  or  10  days— Your  last  however 
came  in  ,j  so  1  suppose  there  is  an  improvement— 

I  must  write  confusedly— I  am  not  understood— You  having  writ¬ 
ten  me  that  the  $60  from  Gotheal  pd.  my  bill  and  transportation 
of  Basket,  &:  1  having,  before  red  of  your  letter,  sent  $10  for  that  R: 
Mis  Davis— In  your  favor  recievcd  late  Saturday  night,  you  say  alter 
paying  Mrs  1),  the  rest  you  will  place  to  my  Cr  k— Now  1  wrote  you, 
that  I  wished  that  put  into  the  “Abbot  Red  Rooks”  for  Mary  R: 
Bessie,  that  same  set  of  Hooks  of  which  they  have  some  numbers— 
“Josephine”— Marie  Antoinette,  R:c— 

I  will  speak  to  E.CAV.  about  the  Ladouceur  Lot— With  much 
love  to  yourself  R:  dear  children,  ever  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 
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I  often  resolve  that  I  will  never  apologize  for  my  writing— for  be 
it  as  it  may,  it  is  always  the  best  1  can  do— I  intended  this  to  be  sent 
on  Saturday  but  was  prevented — &  Sunday  night  was  with  me  a  very 
sick  night,  leaving  me  yesterday  totally  unlit  for  any  thing  but  lazily 
lounging  in  my  chair—  1  oday  1  am  exceedingly  nervus,  but  can 
scrawl— 

February  yy,  i 853 


1  Mary  Baker  and  Robert  Stuart,  son  of  David. 

-  Mary  Turner’s  baby,  I' I  i/a  bet  li  Kimiu  Billinas,  was  bom  at  Fort  Croglian,  Texas 
April  8,  1853. 


Detroit,  Feb.  yG,  1853 

Dear  Son— 

I  have  no  children— no  family— no  rooms  to  alter,  but  my  life 
seems  to  be  a  rush— I  really  cannot  get  the  opportunity  to  write  as 
leisurely  as  I  should  wish. 

Today  I  pd  to  Copper  Stock  $108— &:  to  Gray  Sc  Willcox  the  finality 
ol  the  irosL  Coyle  all  air  §32-75— I  forget  whether  I  wrote  you  that 
Campbell  had  only  pd  §20  ol  what  is  due— Money  seems  very,  very 
scarce— 

I  recieved  a  long  S:  interestingly  cheerful  letter  from  the  Dr  last 
night— all  are  well  k:  1  should  judge  perfectly  happy— 

I  ell  K— that  by  a  lull  meeting  Sc  heavy  majority  of  our  Presby¬ 
terian  people  last  night,  it  is  voted  that  our  old  Chh.  should  be  sold 
&  pulled  down,  &:  three  new  churches  erected  in  its  place!  I  think 
there  is  a  go  a  headiness  in  it  that  looks  like  madness— 

Did  you  subscribe  &  pay  for  Mothers  Magazine  for  1853  f°r  Me— 
Mary  &  Kate— 8c  direct  them  to  be  sent?— &  if  so,  Does  K— get  hers? 
—  I  do  not— Charge  me— And  will  you  get  at  Carter’s  Three  copies 
of  a  little  book  “Living  to  Christ”  “Angel  over  the  Right  Shoulder” 
—(I  suspect  this  &:)  “Songs  for  little  ones  at  home”— are  to  be  had 
at  the  Tract  Repository— please  give  the  three  to  Kate,  Mary  & 
Bessie— Send  three  to  Mary  Turner,  Postage  on  them  is  nothing— 
8c  three  to  poor  Lavitiia— Please  pay  Postage  on  all— Charge  me— I 
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know  they  can  all,  if  they  please ,  get  them,  but  the  thing  is,  to  have 
them  brought  belore  their  attention — Also,  please  subscribe  &  pay 
lor,  postage  included,  Two  more  Setts  ol  the  "Child’s  Paper’’  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  January,  1 853  Numbers— Please  have  them  directed 
to  Miss  Rockwell,  Pox  407,  &  let  me  know  what  the  Postage  amounts 
to— Miss  Rockwell  will  pay  me  here— We  have  difficulty  in  getting 
Eastern  notes  to  transmit— 

Our  City  is  thrown  into. great  excitement  from  the  Bshp1  &  Cath. 
Priests  having  made  a  full  nominal  ion  of  Men,  pledged  to  them,  to 
carry  out  their  crusade  against  our  Public  Schools— '1  his  has  put 
Whiggery  out  of  Michigan,  &  the  cry  now  is  Protestantism  against 
Popery— The  Whiggs  say,  you  Dem.  put  up  your  best  principled 
Men— Men  who  love  our  Country  &  who  value  our  Institutions— 
we  will  bring  all  our  support  to  elect  your  Men,  Politics  &  Pol. 
Papers  have  undergone  a  thorough  change— &:  I  think  for  the  Better 
—  How  true,  “God  works  in  a  mysterious  way”— he  allowed  these 
Cath.  to  aid  the  Democracy,  to  so  fully  identify  themselves  with  the 
most  inveterate  Anti-democratic  body  on  Earth— and  “let,”  until 
He  who  let  should  he  ready— Then  confounded  their  council,  by 
giving  them  up,  to  work  destruction  (we  believe  on  themselves)— 
Scattered  the  Whiggs  to  the  four  corners  of  the  Country— so  that  no 
more  party  can  be  rallyed— Popery  in  her  Man  Wisdom,  &  arm  ol 
flesh,  Goliath  like,  came  armed  for  conquest— Next  week  will  show 
the  power  of  the  Sling  &  Stone— for  I  believe  much  prayer  is  put  up, 
for  that  terrible  struggle— Bshp  Lefcvrc— Makes  such  appeals  from 
his  pulpit  on  Sat.  to  his  inllamable  congregation— "Keep  cool— they 
may  burn  our  churches,  &  our  houses,  as  the  Protestants  did  in  Host. 
&  Philadel.— Let  them  do  it— do  not  let  your  love  to  your  holy  reli¬ 
gion,  altho  you  would  get  a  Martyr’s  Crown  for  it,  induce  you  to  go 
armed  with  either  Sticks,  guns  or  dirks,  to  the  Polls— doubtless  many 
Protestants,  who  have  no  right,  will  vote  there  on  that  day,  and  to 
force  their  way  there  to  put  down  our  beloved  religion,  they  might 
use  violence,  and  altho  God  would  bless  you  for  protecting  his  cause 
Sc  save  your  souls,  as  good  citizens  I  hope  you  will  endure  your 
wrongs  with  meekness— Be  careful  on  that  day  not  to  drink  nor  give 
to  your  friends  on  that  day  any  thing  to  intoxicate  on  that  day— for 
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Men  alter  drinking-  are  always  more  daring”  R:c — Much  such  as  this 
—The  whole  community  are  exceedingly  incensed— 'They  have, taken 
every  Child  from  our  Public  Schools  8:  say  il  they  cannot  get  educa¬ 
tion  in  any  other  way,  let  them  be  put  to  work  &  they  will  make  an 
innocent  decent  set  of  Citizens— in  the  Pub.  Schools  they  will  grow 
up  educated  Infidels  Kc— How  true,  what  the  heart  is  full  of,  the 
mouth  speaketh— I  suppose  this  does  not  interest  you  as  it  does  us— 
1st  March— I  drew  $100  to  Can.  R.R.— My  best  love  to  my  heart’s 
dearest  Kate— to  all  my  precious  children  &  much  for  yourself  - 

From  your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Rt.  Rev.  Peter  Paul  Lcfevre,  Bishop  Administrator  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Diocese. 


Detroit,  March  3rd,  1853 

Dear  Son— 

Our  City  is  in  a  learful  state  from  the  Jesuits,  1  suppose  Monday 
will  be  a  terrible  day,  it  is  our  election  of  Charter  Olliccrs— Popery 
with  all  its  bitter  deadly  animosity  is  arrayed  against  Protestant  ism— 
A  Lady  who  brought  her  Irish  Calh.  Serv.  with  her  to  Del.  &:  who 
are  very  much  attached  to  each  other— was  in  the  habit  of  instructing 
her  servant,  especially  in  the  Bible — All  things  went  on  well  until 
now— Last  week,  after  Ash  Wednesday  she  (the  Servant)  seemed  dis¬ 
turbed—  unhappy— &  at  last,  she  told  her  Mistress,  that  if  the  election 
went  against  the  Priests,  their  house  was  going  to  be  fired— he  is  one 
of  the  Editors  of  the  Tribune,  the  Paper  which  has  fully,  uncom- 
promizingly  exposed  them,  S:  has  opened  the  eyes  of  the  Protestant 
public— Say  nothing  of  this,  for  should  it  get  into  the  papers,  it  will 
come  back  &  the  poor  girl  may  lose  her  life— 

And  now,  dear  K— I  must  do  as  you  do,  occupy  Mr  IPs  paper  to 
thank  you  for  yours  &  dear  Mary’s  letter,  which  as  soon  as  I  can  1  will 
answcr- 

Oh,  I  am  distressed  that  the  whooping- cough  through  me  should 
be  carried  into  your  precious  family— daily  do  I  pray  to  be  delivered 
from  sins  of  ignorance  &:  yet  my  works  follow  me— I  cannot  see  how 
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I  could  suffer  myself  to  do  as  I  have  done-Selfish  hateful  sell — All 
1  looked  at  was  sympathy  lor  poor  Lavinia— When  will  I  learn  that 
1  am  too  old  to  think,  or  influence  anyone —  II  one  ol  your  precious 
children  should  die  with  whooping  cough  or  its  effects,  through 
poor  little  Fanny,  surely  my  cup  would  have  been  drunk  to  the  dregs 
—  Blessed  be  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  rules  over  all,  to  him  let  us 
look  with  prayer  lor  their  health  8c  1 1  le — I  know  that  you  could  not 
have  had  things  happen  more  inopportunely— 

I  hope  Lavinia  will  come  home  &  not  remain  a  burthen  over  her 
Mother's  floor— She  certainly  is  not  happy  there— Why  I  cannot  tell 
— 1  can  see  how  Marriage  can  so  completely  sever  the  family  tie— 
Sarah  is  just  so— you  would  not  hire  her  to  say  she  would  stay  over 
six  weeks  at  her  Mother’s— 1  should  not  be  surprized,  were  she  to 
return  immediately  after  the  wedding— 

You  need  have  no  anxiety  about  Robert  &  John1  troubling  me¬ 
in  the  first  place,  strange  to  tell,  they  are  a  good,  obedient,  affection¬ 
ate  Boys— &  I  think  that  they  are  going  to  be  very  happy  with  me 
—last  tho  not  least,  dear  Miss  Rockwell  will  bear  the  heat  &  burthen 
of  the  day— 

I  am  glad  that  your  chair  makes  up  prettier  than  you  expected— 
There  is  indeed  no  beauty  attached  to  it,  it  is  only  its  antiquity  & 
circumstances  that  surround  it— 

I,  with  you,  fear  that  Mrs  L— has  not  got  wholly  clear  of  that  ter¬ 
rible  disease— You  know  her  poor  Mother  died  with  it— Mrs  L— is 
doing  well  &  is  very  cheerful— 

With  all  my  heart,  1  rejoice  over  every  intelligence  that  is  encour¬ 
aging  for  the  Chh.  It  has  been  in  a  wretched  state,  but  1  believe  there 
is  more  prayer,  &:  if  so,  we  may  hope  for  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit 
—The  hour  is  at  hand  when  we  shall  need  strong,  spiritual  praying 
Christians  &  a  working  Ministry— I  fear  that  the  Chh  has  seen  her 
most  peaceful  days,  for  some  years  to  come— I  have  long  thought 
that  Prayer,  except  by  very  few  Christians,  was  not  understood— 
What  tremendous  importance  Christ  attached  to  it! !  How  constantly 
he  reitterated  pray,  pray— Men  should  always  pray  &  not  faint— Men 
should  pray  every  where  lifting  up  holy  hands— Watch  &  Pray— the 
Bible  is  full  of  it— Oh,  we  slow  of  heart  to  believe,  how  we  are  put 


nvvrv'  A  A  VAKUTV 


a/.  ~\V)<  I  til ii.fl  d<illj2~:>rrob  I  ir.  ob  o>  Ibayru  tolliii  blm»  I 

-  irioyiic  ottfiwiRfii  i«  »jfnid  j  o)  bio  ooi  tin-  * 
dyuoidi  >ji  io  rfyuoa  gciiqoorfw  djiw  ‘jib  blood*  imblifb 

cij  i>l  a  A  oJ  If  rj/o  2‘jlu  i  o/iv/ ,'i^iii  r,I  ylnovi/ji  l  iuo  xl  bo^jUI 
u  ii  blitoD  <>«>'  j  fii  woni  l-  bl-J  di  l  iol  'foyiiicj  ib  w  7ooI 

-yhnimoqqoii!  -j i on i  rrxjqi.rl  2griiiii  b»;rl  jvinl 
A  tj/o  loi  riiid  #;  nicmaj  JonrAdutod  3Uk>>  !!:«//  i.mi/i;  1  'jqoil  i 
Ibi  1  d'tl  OTjdl  yqqiul  ion  ?.i  ylriicJ  iv>  oil?.  ioo\\  v  ulolA 

i  jvo  .  ’<  i>l!/  oik  (iv  oi  toil  'j  (I  /on  blnow  uoy-  os  mij_  A  d»;i »;<5 
i , »  i  v  ,b  <411  -I  Ion  bilJOf!  '  OflioM  >H  )i;  c.\  >ow  /i- 

nibbow  rh  ujIb  /bKiljuitni  cm/i  >i 
■mu  ii  kin  rn  ‘mlo{  >'  rixfotf  mods  yioizni;  on  ov  il  b  >  m  uoY 

\i  yj  no •/  ritiiii  v.iiilorq  qu  «oi£in  lififb  moy  null  bti^  nil  I 

j  ■  •■;  1  ii  )  h  Iw  if'-j  Km  j  .1  '  n.f? i  'n  •  'i  u  ilii  f  .1 

-  dnw  b  >ib  jd  >11  rooq  rod  w  ni  no/ oMii 

luhoofb  yi  -  /  «i  &  Haw  ^niob 

rr-  .•  J.  •  ■  m  v».  .  ■  I  J  i  •  •  •  l1'  db  7 

j  :  j  f  i ;  ->  *bd  I  uni  ,*JJ  niboibJOTWiiiii  rood  2  in  I  ii  HdO-Jib  foliar  u 
1  [j  o  *•  ■  .q  1  it  II  . 

yn  (/  ;u  •  f I  I  >f  liurb  ow  nunw  bflfixJ  rc  *i  lUOll  Oil  1 

2  *J  I  i«iJD  id)  fc.dl  11/71  I  -yu  1/  ynt  how  c  f  ciiisi  >n  rr! ') 
1/i^ooif.l  .•  m  (  //./!  I — ofuoo  oi  moy  oum?  iol  ^ycb  iuboi.-xf  icom 
oi  *«w  *n  ijeh/lD  wol  y<o/  yd  /q:»>x3  yioyin'l  J«/f i 
yljn  jr* no*)  w*>l  l !  !)i  oi  b  xta  JJii  ultii'J  3  utmoqcni  euobn  onio  i)  UuW 
/i*j1,  -  rmsl  Jon  yjrnj  iy«wk  blwuifs  no V  -yc rq  ,y«iq  fc  *j.wj)in  or! 
»  j  -yftW  t8  rl.-»i;V/ -  .  bncd  yk-d  qu  idil  jrodw  (V.r/j  yruq  blrno dv 
.  j<i  i  *vx  v/od  )/  >.bd  >1  )*i£  id  lo  v/oii  m  tilO  -)i  io  llnl  t\  vldill 


STUART  LETTERS 


484 

to  shame,  in  seeing  our  own  weak  unstable,  faith  wanting,  prayers 
answered— What  do  you  suppose  keeps  my  loved,  my  unfortunate 
Sons  Irom  dread  lid  outbreaks  but  God’s  restraining  grace!  Oh,  that 
they  would  consider—/  think  the  Chh.  is  not  sufficiently  awake  to 
the  importance  ol  having  God  iearing,  Commandment  keeping 
Rulers— 

You  need  not  wonder  at  poor  “  John’s  writing  as  he  did”— '1'hat 
same  feeling  which  has  been  the  bane  ol  his  Mother's  happiness  per¬ 
vades  all  her  children  in  some,  more  than  in  others— A  fear  of  intru¬ 
sion,  a  fear  of  giving  trouble,  a  fear  of  tiring  my  friends,  It  is  a  most 
unhappy  feature  of  character— When  my  children  were  all  around 
me,  1  carefully  avoided  ever  giving  them  such  thoughts,  knowing 
how  much  I  suffered  from  them— &:  Yet,  as  they  advanced  in  life, 
they  all  have  it— Go  no  farther  than  yourself:  after  the  most  urgent 
sincere  entreaties  from  Father  to  visit  them  in  N.York,  with  your 
children,  the  children  ol  his  idol,  his  only  Son,  his  chiel  of  life,  see 
what  dread  comes  over  you— that  they  might  be  troublesome— annoy¬ 
ing  Sec— You  cannot  help  these  things,  they  are  family  peculiarities— 
I  suppose  L— was  anxious  to  go,  &  John  not  encouraging  her— &  he 
fell  on  that  expedient— but  remember  I  entrusted  it  to  you  a^  a  secret, 
never  to  be  directly  nor  indirectly  revealed— 

We  have  in  the  past  week  had  a  gt  eat  deal  of  Snow  R:  chilly  weather 
—but  today  is  truly  Spring— 

I  have  sent  Mr  b— the  Advert  i/XT  that  he  may  see  a  very  little  how 
things  are  going  on  in  our  midst,  R:  only  a  very  little,  to  morrow  le¬ 
one  day  more,  will  tell  us  who  are  to  be  out  Rulers,  Catholics  or 
Protestants,  education  or  midnight  darkness— The  Free  Press  has 
taken  a  mean  contemptible  position— They  have  lost  R:  are  losing 
many  of  their  subscribers— 

We  are  all  in  good  health  R:  all  unite  me  in  love  to  you— M iss  Rock¬ 
well  says,  “I  beg,  Mrs  S.  you  will  thank  Mr  Sc  Mrs  b  for  their  kind 
rememberance  of  me,  and  make  my  best  respects  to  them— Uncle 
totters—  but  he  is  in  line  health  &  Spirits— My  love  to  my  precious 
Children,  with  a  Kiss  for  all— I  cannot  tell  you  how  anxious  1  am  to 
see  Looe— You  have  never  said  which  of  the  girls  he  resembles  most 
—Always  remember  me  to  your  kind  friend,  Mrs  Stiles— Love  to  all 
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the  1'aylor  lamily— I  am  happy  that  they  are  so  well  pleased  with 
Hatty’s  maid. 

With  much  love  to  you  both,  ever  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 

1  Robert  R:  John  Stuart,  sons  of  David.  Robert  was  almost  nine  years  old,  R:  John 
was  six. 


March  4,  1853.  Fort  Croghan 

My  dearly  loved  Sister—1 

By  last  mail  I  received  your  long  Sc  welcome  letter  of  Jan.  19— it 
did  my  heart  good  lor  it  was  like  your  old  fashioned  letters— but  the 
two  or  three  written  before  that,  were  written  in  a  hurry  &  altho’ 
better  than  nothing,  were  not  satisfactory— do  go  on  S;  write  me  in 
journal  form,  you  can  never  imagine  such  utter  lonliness  as  1  iecT 
— Je  anything  from  you  or  from  home  is  interesting  to  me— S:  you 
must  remember  that  I  get  letters  from  no  one  but  you.  Mother, 
it  is  true,  writes  once  in  a  while,  but  tells  me  nothing  of  home,  Sarah, 
I  do  not  write  to,  Sc  Lavinia,  1  will  not  write  to,  for  it  is  too  much 
trouble  for  me  to  write  a  letter,  to  get  an  answer  about  once  a  year, 
—so  you  see  1  am  cut  off  Sc  have  cut  myself  off  from  hearing  anything. 

You  talk  of  having  nothing  to  write  about  because  you  lead  such 
a  monotonous  life,  just  think  of  11s,  living  where  we  see  but  two 
families— The  Sibleys'*  &  we  visit  about  once  a  month.  Mrs.  Givens 
is  to  old  feeble  to  visit— so  you  may  judge  what  a  life  we  lead. 

1  am  glad  it  Mr.  Hone4  or  anyone  else  can  find  health  in  Morris¬ 
town— I  of  course  know  nothing  of  it,— except  that  some  one  of  you 
are  always  unwell  &  Mrs.  Gordon  thought  it  a  shocking  place.  I  might 
like  it  very  much  if  l  had  a  chance,  but  it  never,  never  could  of  course 
be  to  me  anything  but  a  sad  place— in  time  l  might  get  over  it— 
but  O  1  met  with  a  dreadful  dreadful  loss  there— I  of  course  believe 
that  he  took  the  seeds  of  the  disease  there  with  him5— 

What  does  Dave  go  to  Washington  for  this  Spring,  when  he  is  not 
to  take  his  seat  till  Fall?0  1  suppose  Sarah  will  be  delighted  at  her 
sister’s  marriage  &  so  will  Dave. 
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I  low  often  you  arc  surprised  by  some  member  of  the  family  walk¬ 
ing  in  upon  you  ()  Kate,  your  lines  have  fallen  in  pleasant  places— 
I  he  Army  life  is  a  dog’s  life,  the  pay  is  good,  but  that  is  all.  Dr.  says  he 
wants  to  make  some  more  money  quick,  that  if  they  order  him  again 
where  he  does  not  wish  to  go,  he  can  resign— Such  a  life  as  we  lead  is 
ruinous  to  us  &  to  our  children,— they  have  no  society,  &  nothing  to 
stimulate  them  to  action.  If  1  were  John7  I  would  resign,  il  I  had 
to  buy  a  farm  in  I  exas  &  live  for  a  time  on  corn  bread  &  bacon,  de¬ 
pend  upon  it  this  wandering  life  for  married  people  is  wretched  R: 
they  die,  without  having  lived  to  any  account. 

1  am  so  sorry  Mr.  baker  took  the  trouble  to  send  oil  another  box, 
for  I  could  have  done  well  without  the  things.  'The  Tablecloths  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  get,  for  mine  are  in  rags,  except  j  splendid  ones 
that  I  would  not  use  upon  any  account,  &  the  sacks  1  am  very  much 
obliged  for,  for  Kitty  wears  nothing  else  in  summer  in  the  shape  of 
a  dress,  they  are  so  much  cooler  than  anything  else.  The  one  you 
sent  her  last  spring  was  her  Sunday  sack  all  summer.  If  you  happen 
to  be  in  New  York,  now  mind,  I  wish  you  would  get  her  a  pair  of 
Coral  ear  rings  Sc  a  plain  pair — she  has  broken  one  of  her  plain  ones 
— they  were  good  for  nothing— R:  lost  one  of  the  tops  of  her  new  ones 
you  sent  her.  Dr.  separated  the  lops,  R:  in  that  way  it  got  lost— Now  1 
do  not  want  you  to  go  for  them,  or  send  for  them,  or  anythingclse  that 
will  make  you  take  one  step.  She  now  wears  one  plain  one  Sc  one  of 
those  you  sent  her— You  need  not  fear  making  her  vain,— since  1  was 
born  I  never  saw  so  negligent  a  child  or  one  who  cared  so  little  for 
dress  or  personal  appearance.  I  sometimes  think  unless  I  take  pains 
&  dress  her— she  will  grow  up  too  careless  for  decency,  but  we  love 
to  see  them  in  her  ears  R:  they  are  becoming  to  her  &  we,  not  she, 
wants  them— She  does  not  even  know  I  am  sending  for  them.  1  wish 
I  could  get  an  opportunity  to  send  the  children  some  things,  they 
will  forget  me. 

Tell  Mr.  baker  I  wish  I  could  send  on  some  of  my  'Turkeys  or 
Turkey  eggs,— or  what  would  be  better  still,  1  wish  lie  could  come 
out  R:  eat  some  with  us— Tell  him,  I  say  when  you  go  home,  he  must 
come  down  here  R:  look  at  lands,  Sc  then  we  will  have  nice  times,  by 
the  way,  I  sec  by  the  papers  that  Dick  Thorne  is  married  to  some 
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Capt’s  daughter.  1  suppose  some  sea  captain.  Who  is  she?K  Did  you 
know  anything  ol  it.  Poor  George,0  I  wish  he  would  marry  some 
decent  girl. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Mary  is  so  taken  up  with  Arithmetic— do 
not  Hatter  yourself  that  she  takes  after  you  or  yours,  tho’  1  ought  not 
to  say  so  perhaps,  for  Mr.  Baker  may  he  like  the  Dr.  &  think  all  the 
good  &:  smartness  of  the  children  come  from  his  side. 

(Mary  Stuart  Turner) 


1  Original  le  tter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

-  Elizabeth  Emma  Billings  Turner  was  horn  at  Eort  Croghan  on. April  8,  1 8 ", 3 . 
•'Brevet  Major  Henry  II.  Sibley,  Company  1,  2nd  Dragoons,  stationed  at  Eort 
Croghan  from  Aug.  ;j,  1852— April  i.j,  1853. 

I  Mr.  John  None,  a  Vestryman  of  The  Church  of  The  Redeemer,  Morristown,  N.  J. 
r*  “Tommy”  died  of  sc  arlet  fever. 

0  David  Stuart  had  been  elected  representative  in  Congress  from  the  1st  District  of 
Michigan  (March  .j  1853— -March  .],  1855). 

7  John  Stuart,  who  was  ill. 

s  “l)ick  Thorne”— Richard  Van  Wyck  Thorne  Jr.  whose  wife,  Maria  M.  Johnson 
Thorne,  had  died  Dec.  i 3,  1850,  married  for  the  second  time,  Sarah  C.  T.  Dennis, 
daughter  of  Captain  Edward  S.  Dennis,  February  G,  1853. 

II  George  Thorne,  Dick’s  brother. 


U.S.  Frigate  Cumberland 
Spezia,  March  yth,  i8r}g. 

My  dear  Sister 

Pardon  me  for  my  gross  negligence  in  not  having  written  you  long 
before  this.  I  have  really  110  good  excuse  to  offer  so  shall  not  attempt 
one.  We  received  your  very  kind  invitation  a  day  or  two  previous  to 
our  leaving  the  United  States,  and  I  had  intended  going  over  to  see 
you,  but  was  obliged  to  go  to  Washington  and  only  returned  two 
days  previous  to  our  sailing.  Ellen  answered  your  note  and  gave  it 
to  me  to  jmt  in  the  Post  Office.  But  judge  of  her  disappointment  and 
my  mortification  when  on  arriving  in  Havre  1  found  the  note  in  my 
uniform  coat  pocket. 

I  then  determined  writing  you  as  soon  as  we  got  to  Paris,  but  the 
gaieties  and  sight  seeing  of  the  place  knocked  in  the  head  all  my 
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good  resolutions  and  I  now  attempt  what  I  should  have  done  long 
since. 


\Vre  have  visited  now  Havre,  Paris,  Lyons,  Marseilles,  Genoa, 
Spe/.ia,  Pisa,  Leghorn,  and  Morence,  and  altho  yon  hear  so  much 
ol  the  sunny  clime  of  Italy,  etc.,  yet  let  me  be  candid  and  say  that 
New  \  oi  k  or  Detroit,  yes,  even  Port  Snelling  in  my  humble  est  ima- 
t ion  are  a  thousand  years  in  advance  ol  Italy.  As  for  the  climate, 
since  wc  have  been  out  here  it  has  been  one  incessant  rain,  throw 
out  ol  Italy  its  magnificent  palaces,  painters  and  works  of  Art  and 
yon  have  a  sorry  sight  lell.  Yet  1  see  much  to  interest  and  improve 
onescll  by.  By  the  way  American-like,  when  descending  from  the 
top  ol  the  leaning  lower  at  Pisa,  1  of  course  wanted  a  small  piece  of 
it,  so  up  with  a  stone,  intending  only  to  rob  it  ol  my  proportion,  but 
knocked  oil  a  piece  weighing  about  six  pounds  and  for  feat  ol  being 
locked  up  for  it,  pocketed  it  and  left.  So  1  have  enough  of  it  lot  lifty. 
We  sail  in  about  a  month  for  Naples,  Constantinople,  Alexandria, 
etc.  to  be  gone  5  or  (i  months,  during  which  t  ime  Lllen  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  will  spend  either  at  the  baths  ol  Luca  or  Florence. 


We  have  had  a  sick  house  ever  since  we  have  been  out  here  first 


one  and  then  another,  now  the  children  are  well  or  nearly  so,  I  look 
every  day  for  Ellen’s  confinement, 1  so  you  see  1  have  my  hands  lull. 

We  have  on  board  two  of  your  Morristown  darkies,  who  both  rec¬ 
ognized  me  from  my  resemblance  to  you,  or  as  they  say  Mrs.  Baker— 
they  laud  you  to  the  skies  and  ask  after  you  ever)  mail.  1  believe  they 
lived  near  you  or  opposite,  their  names  have  escaped  my  memory. 

1  heard  today  really  with  pain  ol  poor  John’s  hat  ing  been  ordered 
to  sea  again  and  to  the  Japan  squadron.  1  do  really  pity  poor  Lib, 
but  I  expected  it  and  told  him  to  look  out  for  it.  What  is  thought 
generally  of  the  New  Navy  bill?  I  for  one  hope  it  will  go  into  effect, 
and  that  1  may  be  one  of  the  dropped  ones,  anything  under  I  leavens 
but  the  Navy,  and  part icularly  ours.  1  do  not  fear  the  result  however, 
for  let  what  will  come,  l  can  always  follow  the  sea.  1  wrote  Mother 
some  two  weeks  since  and  shall  write  Sister  Mary  shortly.  We  have 
of  course  little  or  nothing  to  interest  you  good  sober  quiet  people  at 
home.  I  wish  you  could  only  see  my  two  little  darlings.  Virginia  is 
not  pretty  but  a  perfect  little  lady  and  loved  by  all.  Willie  is  said  to 
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be  a  sweet  pretty  boy,  large  blue  eyes,  high  forehead  and  long  ring¬ 
lets,  light  ban  and  as  great  a  little  romp  as  any  child  ol  lus  age  in 
the  world,  30  months.  And  oh  how  much  I  should  like  to  see  my 
poor  little  Lump.  Hut  she  has  forgotten  me  long  ago  of  course.  1 
hope  next  I  a  1 1  to  get  detached  from  the  squadron  and  after  spending 
two  or  three  months  pleasantly  to  return  to  the  U. States,  which  we 
"’ill  aH  13C  gla(l  enough  again  to  sec  once  more,  to  meet  kind  friends 
and  smiling  laces  repays  one  lor  a  short  absence  from  those  we  hold 
dear  on  this  earth.  Poor  Uncle  1  fear  l  shall  never  again  see,  he  was 
very  poorly  when  1  last  was  in  Detroit. 


When  you  see  George-  give  him  my  love  as  well  as  Ellen's,  and 


ask  him  what  1  can  bring  him  home  from  this  part  of  the  world. 
When  you  write  Mother  and  Sister  Mary  give  our  love  to  them, 
kiss  your  dear  children  for  me  and  remember  me  kindly  to  Mr. 
Baker.  Ellen  joins  me  in  much  love  to  you  all  and  that  God  in  bis 


infin ite  goodness  and  mercy  may  grant  you  long  life  and  health  is 
the  sincere  prayer  of 


Your  affectionate  brother 


Mrs.  Kate  Stuart  Baker 
Morristown,  New  jersey. 


Robt.  Stuart 


My  direction  is 

Passed  Midn.  Robt.  Stuart 
U.S.  Frigate  Cumberland 
Care  of  Colonel  Long 

U.S.  Naval  Store  Keeper 
Spezia,  Italy. 


In  mailing  your  letters  if  you  send  them  to  Boston  only  pay  the 
postage  from  N.Y.  to  B.  and  say  on  the  back  per  Cunard  line,  the 
same  thru  New  York.  The  Collins  line  of  Steamers  are  paid  in  ad¬ 
vance  and  all  letters  by  his  line  are  repaid  here  so  we  patronize 
Cunard  line. 

1  Robert  Stuart  was  born  at  Spezia  April  8,  1853. 

2  George  Thorne,  Robert  Stuart’s  first  cousin  and  friend. 
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U.S.  Frigate,  ‘Columbia” 
At  Sea,  Match  8th,  1853. 

My  dearest  Sister  Kate 

ou  must  not  expect  a  very  long  letter  lot  two  good  reasons.  One 
is  that  it  was  not  until  alter  we  reached  the  South  Side  ol  Cuba  that 
I  ielt  able  to  take  up  my  pen  to  write  a  letter.  Since  then  I  have  lclt 
better  although  I  am  far  from  being  what  is  called  a  well  man.  1 
have  been  able  to  do  my  duly  and  that  is  about  all.  Unless  1  get 
much  better  by  May  or  June  I  will  apply  lot  a  sick  ticket  and  go 
home  to  take  care  ol  mysell.  1  find  that  1  cannot  stand  <  olds  as  1  used 
to.  1  he  first  week  or  ten  days  out  we  had  rough  disagreeable  and 
uncomfortable  weather.  Since  then  we  have  had  most  delightful 
weather,  the  sea  as  smooth  as  a  mill  pond  and  just  wind  enough  to 
make  it  cool  and  pleasant. 

I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  Ship  and  all  her  officers,  both 
the  Coinmr.  and  Capt.  are  perfect  Gentlemen.1  1  have  no  doubt  she 
is  going  to  be  a  gay  Ship,  lor  the  Commr.  keeps  the  band  going  from 
morning  to  night.  As  we  approach  our  port  all  hands  are  more  and 
more  anxious  to  get  in  as  we  all  expect  letters  and  then  the  news 
from  Washington  will  be  ol  interest  to  us,  for  we  are  anxious  to 
know  who  our  new  Sec.  is  to  be,1'  and  the  Navy  bill  that  was  before 
Congress  when  we  sailed  will  be  disposed  ol  by  this  time,  although 
1  doubt  very  much  whether  half  the  officers  in  the  Navy  cared 
whether  it  passed  or  not.  The  bill  as  it  was  when  we  sailed  would 
have  done  the  navy  more  harm  than  good. 

The  Commr.1  talks  with  great  certainty  of  the  Ship  being  in  New 
York  by  the  10th  or  15th  of  July.  I  lis  present  plan  is  to  leave  Pensa¬ 
cola  as  soon  as  he  can,  which  can  not  be  in  less  than  ten  weeks  and 
go  over  to  Havana  and  from  there  sail  lor  New  York.  I  do  not  sup¬ 
pose  many  of  the  officers  will  object  to  going  over  to  I  lavanna,  after 
having  been  two  months  in  Pensacola.  We  are  now  only  about  200 
miles  from  Pensacola  and  a  good  wind  would  soon  put  us  there  but 
this  is  the  most  uncertain  part  of  the  passage.  Vessels  have  been  a 
week  and  ten  days  from  where  we  now  are. 

Give  my  love  and  a  kiss  to  all  the  children  and  tell  them  that  if  I 
go  to  Havana  I  will  not  think  of  cigars  alone,  that  1  will  remember 
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that  they  do  not  use  them.  I  will  close  this  lor  the  present'dearest 
Rate  lot  indeed  there  is  nothing  to  write  about. 

Mat <  h  Mph,  oil  Pensacola.  We  took  a  Pilot  this  morning  my 
dearest  Sister  and  the  Comtiid.11  is  going  to  send  a  Boat  in.  in  a  lew 
moments  so  I  have  but  a  few  moments  to  write  in  and  close  this  let¬ 
ter.  1  do  not  tli ink  we  can  get  in  before  tomorrow  as  the  wind  is 
Light.  1  shall  expect  to  find  letters  there  from  you.  I  will  write  as 
olten  as  1  can  but  you  must  not  expect  long  letters.  Give  my  love  to 
Mr.  Baker,  kiss  the  children  for  me  and  accept  my  dearest  Sister 
the  love  oi  your 

Affectionate  Brother 

John. 

1  Commodore  Newton  and  Commander  G.  J.  1‘endergast. 

-  James  C.  Dobbin  was  the  New  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  He  served  from  Mauh  S, 
1 8-, 3  until  March  y,  1857. 

•  Commander  G.  J.  l’endergrast,  second  in  command. 


Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  March  1  y,  1  Srg; 


()tn  Election  is  over,  R  we  have  obtained  a  most  triumphant  Vic¬ 
tory  over  Jesuitism— Our  free  Schools  &  City  improvements,  R- 
Americanism  are  yet  ours,  &:  No  to  the  Man  or  party,  who  would 
dare  weaken  t/ml  which  God  has  so  manifestly  sustained— Our  ma¬ 
jority  was  Kjool!  We  can  begin  to  see  the  goodness  of  God  in  scatter¬ 
ing  or  anihilaling  the  Whig  party— T  hey  came  unitedly,  strongly  to 
sustain  a  'Picket  whose  every  man  was  Democrat— yet  Americans  in 
heart—  1  he  Germ.  &  French  Gath,  behaved  nobly,  But  the  Belgians 
Sc  poor  j)i  iest  ridden  degraded  down-trodden  Irish  went  the  no)i- 
educalion  ticket!!  I  never  witnessed  so  orderly,  so  quiet  an  election 

—No  noise - No  riding— No  drunkenness— every  Man  seemed  to 

understand  himself— &  that  he  was  about  a  great  business— The 
"Detroit  Tribune”  came  out  nobly— The  Free  Press  lost  many  of  its 
subscribers,  k  we  hope  to  be  able  to  make  Mr  Bishop  pay  Taxes  on 
his  half  million  of  real  estate,  which  he  owns  in  our  midst— 

Mrs  Cass  is  very  low,  is  I  suppose  dying— &  although  his  Mother 
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&  Doctor  say  he  is  getting-  well,  I  am  afraid  Mr  Led  yard  will  not  last 
a  long  time  alter  her  lie  looks  wretchedly  fv  sutlers  very  much— her 
loss  will  be  great— not  only  to  her  friends,  but  to  the  Chh  &  Society— 
^  ill<“  eheeied  with  the  prospects  of  an  early  opening  ol  Naviga¬ 
tion— When  we  can  hear  from  each  other,  at  latest  in  three  days— Our 
mails  have  been  shamefully  tardy  this  winter,  going  via  Chicago!! 

Aie  )ou  all  alive  to  the  (jiieslion,  Have  we  a  Bourbon  amongst 
us.  Does  Kate  lemember  him?  1 1  is  early  life  was  spent  among  the 
Oneidas,  in  the  neighborhood  ol  Mrs  Hulbert’s  home2— She  says 
ever  since  her  memory,  he  was  called  the  French  Prince-If  you  have 
not  read  Putnam’s  story,  1  think  it  will  interest  you— It  is  in  his 
February  number— I  wish  you  would  read  it  8c  tell  me  what  you 
think  ol  the  whole  story— It  certainly  carries  much  the  air  of  truth— 
II  so,  how  mysterious  arc  God’s  ways! 

My  best  love  to  Kate  8:  the  dear  children — I  o  poor  I  ,av  inia — 1  wish 
she  could  be  persuaded,  to  realize  that  she  is  a  Sailor’s  wile — 8c  come 


home,  &  settle  herself— When  his  cruize  is  out,  they  will  have  a  long 
time  togel hci  It  seems  not  worth  while  to  1  tve  mont hs ol  expectancy 
k  unsettled  in  all  purpose,  lor  the  sake  ol  spending  three  or  four 
weeks  together— 


1  ell  dear  Mary  that  soon  I  will  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing 
to  her,  ask  her  if  she  likes  that  beautiful  ‘  Living  unto  Christ”— 
I  cannot  but  hope  that  she  8c  dear  I  lessic,  a  re  the  sea  led  lor  their  dear 
Savior’s  service  on  Earth,  that  they  will  reign  with  him  in  1  leaven— 
I  ell  K— I  hat  it  is  reported  8c  believed  by  every  body  that  Mr 
Buel  is  to  Minister  to  Berlin,  &  marry  Etnelie  Mason  before  he 
goes ! ! ! 


Fell  Lavinia  Dennis  is  gone  k  German  folm  in  his  place— 

1  do  not  know  whether  you  can  become  interested  in  the  details 
of  our  squabble— but  I  send  you  a  paper  today— that  you  may  see 
our  Assessment  Law  on  “Chh.  Property’’  from  which  the  Bslip. 
wishes  to  be  excused— 8c  James  Mulane’s  views  of  the  worth  of 
“edication  SzDimicratic’’  rule— 


All  are  well— Miss  Rockwell  always  expresses  great  gratification 
at  your  rcmembcrancc  of  her  &  begs  always  to  be  remembered  to 
you  all— 


'/.fl'ATVAA  iHKU'V/.  ser 


*  .1  30^1 11.^/  f  i4:*<bo  I  11/  bi fills  1  V.lhvt  animal  -ic  H>n  1 

rjti  -flaunt  '(in  villus  v<  (I!  >f[jJ  *t?Av-*\  >rl- ucl  laiU  at  »■  ,aio  1 
*  )n2*Af|iP9ilioi  lifd.«b'<  i  Jiioiyl.  oion-Ifiy^ixi  Iliv/M<>i 


-  - Afiuqo  yhi.J  Hj;  to  ;  -  ^OKfJih  ih-  ivyrrM  VatC-vAT 
tti()  ...l.bj  ,  I  ll  Jrjll  ><  h)  M.»t  J  it  ‘ ;  t-  !l  j  DV/ fl  -  flfu 


iy  ill;)  i.iv  .  ,1  >a  m  i*t<: I  yb'ii;l  n,:>  -  #6f!  dii.m 

u  mu.  (i«>< I  in  ;l  i  :  fi  .  n;K“  a  >ii*t>f?|>  >/!i  oJ  will;  !  s  »»o;  a  A 
Oi ;j  rM!  mu  tci  <  aw  Jill  i*  -H  :i  !  I-  li  riNi'Ji 

"DM to 1 1  «*' ) rxIluH  triM  to  l>oo;{fodr{^i.>ri  adi  ni  .trbianO 
V/.  li  u<  Ml  >  >i:i  l  !  .'1  at  It  h  1  ■  /  J  ./  maarti  r  >i  i«  < 

Ifl  .a  *i  il— uc (  )r  ani  111 -•/  U  Midi  l  .Ytot  i  nu.uiiM  ,l‘ji  J  a 
uoy  j|.f|v/  >ii  il  iJ  .  i  bi:-  ■  Mi  -•»  nov  diiv/  l  aduu/n  vikihi!  > ! 

rhijii  lo  ‘lit  oil  I  ihaffi  e;D  j  flit  mnl  (ica«  dvr  >dj  lo  lair  J 

\.A)  lijifj  iol  bt*J 

I,  ll  |,o<l  /  •  /■*  ,;d  h‘j!  t!  ji  KKfyi  n  it  a  »l  i  - 

•  ~  *  .  •  ■  .  >-  "  . 

ll-  i  {,  uU  ft!  \y,.Uj  )l(  -  id  'la.  107  i-JiHoi!  V,  id  loci  oh  1 

J  I  (!(.,  ;  f!  '  )J  r‘KU  j  aoy  britM  ill O  )Idd>:i.»{>*  1IK»  l  > 

;!  l\  •  ii  rl  >ii  ft  Iii.nl  ;  1  Vm’A  .MV.)  I  uvjiuk*  /  nio 

)o  ,  ,o  r  ll  lo  tnvr  toad.  r  -»ji  {  4  b  'W  at'  nj  thf 

*  t 


>ftn  '  Mi  niouG  ludUwihV* 


noi  •iUjt*  *  JC‘>  «  \t?y  >  i.  .  *oH  ml/  -ib/c  do.  I!  A 

ud  :  >111 J  Mi  Of  rf.  ;  .  ’  •  >  >10.10-  lit)  M  >-;i  ,  ii. 

'  .  #  —II*  uoy 


STUART  LETTERS 


m 

\\  ilh  miidi  love  to  you,  8:  always  my  kindest  regards  to  your  fam¬ 
ily  in  Bond  Street,  ever  believe  me,  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

'  Uiazar  Williams  (1789— Aug.  28,  1858),  Missionary  to  the  Indians,  1 1  all'- breed 
leader,  erroneously  called  the  ‘‘Lost  Dauphin,”  was  the  son  of  a  St.  Regis  Indian, 
1  bonus  Williams,  and  his  wife.  Thomas  was  the  grandson  of  Eunice  Williams,  daugh¬ 
ter  ol  John  Williams,  1  (i(i  j  — 1 72*9  minister  of  Deerfield,  Mass.,  who  was  captured  in 
1 7 O- 1  "i  a  French  and  Indian  raid.  She  married  an  Indian  chief  of  Caughnawaga  and 
her  descendants  all  bore*  the  name  of  Williams.  Flea/ar  himself  asserted  in  182)  that 
he  was  horn  at  Sauk  St.  Louis  (Caughnawaga.  Canada). 

In  the  War  of  1812  he  served  as  scout  for  the  Americans  on  the  northern  border 
ol  New  \ork.  After  peace  was  declared  he  became  imbued  with  a  desire  to  do  mis¬ 
sionary  work  among  the  Oneida,  and  was  appointed  lay  reader  and  catechist  by  bishop 
Hobart  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

In  1821  with  the  permission  of  Lewis  Cass,  Governor  of  Michigan  Territory,  he 
led  a  party  of  1  hiefs  to  Green  Bay,  where  they  negotiated  a  treaty  with  the  Menominee 
and  Winnebago  chiefs  by  which  the  Easterners  were  ceded  land  on  Fox  River, 
Williams  signed  the  document  as  an  Indian  chief;  Charles  Trowbridge,  who  signed 
as  Cass's  representative,  said  of  him  later,  that  he  "had  all  the  peculiarities  of  a  half- 
breed  Indian  as  undoubtedly  he  was”. 

A  handsome  man  and  vain  of  his  personal  appearance,  Williams  as  eaily  as  1839 
confided  to  an  editor  in  Buffalo  that  he  believed  he  was  the  real  Dauphin  of  France. 
In  1 8.j  1  the  1  linee  tie  Joinvillc,  son  of  King  Louis  Philippe,  visited  Green  Bay,  and 
Williams  later  claimed  that  the  prince  asked  him  to  sign  an  abdication,  which  request 
he  refused.  Prince  de  Joinville  repudiated  this  account  ol  his  interview  with  Williams, 
in  whom  he  said  he  was  interested  merely  as  an  Indian  missionary.  J.  II.  Hanson, 
published  in  Putnam’s  Magazine  (February,  18;, 3)  an  article  entitled  "Have  We  a 
Bourbon  among  us?”  Much  discussion  followed;  Some  ridiculed  Williams’  claim,  but 
many  others  eagerly  accepted  it.  Meanwhile,  Williams’  fortunes  fell  lower.  He  died 
eight  years  later  in  comparative  obscurity,  still  maintaining  that  he  was  the  Dauphin 
of  France. 

Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  New  York,  193G. 

-  Mrs.  1 1  u  I  ben’s  home  was  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Michigan. 


Dearest  Kate- 

All  is  right  about  Mother’s  Magazine  for  Mary  &  Ellen — I  think, 
with  you,  it  is  rather  a  labored  work,  but  still  in  subscribing  we  are 
casting  in  our  mite  to  helj)  one  ol  God’s  servants  along— 

I  was  glad  to  hear  through  Mr  Clarke  of  Lavinia,  but  I  am  anxious 
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about  the  Whooping  Cough-I  wish  the  moment  she  found  her  sis- 
Ui  had  it,  she  had  picked  up  her  alls  R:  come  home — 1  am  distressed 
lot  leai  till  will  have  it— 11  they  do,  I  wish  you  would  start  &  bring 
them  all  to  Detroit,  the  journey  &  change  of  a ii  will  be  exceedingly 

beneficial  to  them— -R:  you  can  be  ol  no  use  at  home,  but  to  take  care 
ol  them— 

\  on  aie  1  ight  in  thinking  the  Catholic  question  an  important  one, 
it  is  the  only  one,  which  should  at  this  moment  occupy  the  A merican 
mind  I  hey  lor  the  last  twenty  years  have  been  moving  till  their 
poucts  to  cnsla\ e  oui  bcautilul  Republic,  but  they  have  gone  too 
last— We  have  a  most  grand  paper  headed  by  a  Christian  Man-R:  he 
is  a  pei  let  t  Cerberus — he  lets  nothing  pass — exposes  fearlessly  all 
their  deeds— They  have  lost  caste  monstrously  among  us— 

I  suppose  1  ieice  has  made  the  appointments,  m  consequence  of 
his  lathei  s  votes  in  the  New  Hampshire  legislature  being  found 
recorded  against  their  being  allowed  to  hold  office,  or  something  of 
that  kind— The  great  struggle,  1  believe,  is  at  hand,  and  God  seems 
to  be  picpaiing  the  Ch.  for  it — it  is  really  cheering  to  see  from  every 
part  of  the  country  accounts  of  revivals— We  shall  want  strong  Chris- 

.  C*> 

turns,  to  meet  the  enemy  which  are  pouring  in  upon  us  like  a  flood— 

I  am  rejoiced  to  see  from  the  Papers  what  an  active  influence 
R:  interest  is  being  felt,  for  poor  little  Street  children— No  doubt  its 
results  will  be  a  blessing  to  generations  yet  unborn— There  may  be 
Luthers  R:  Bunyans  among  them— You  know,  Mr  Finney  is  one  of 
my  oracles,  he  says  that  il  the  children  of  Christian  parents  are  not 
converted  before  they  are  12  years  old,  there  is  great  danger  they 
neve 1  will  he  Every  mother  should  labor  R.-  pray  for  the  conversion 
of  her  children  before  the  heart  becomes  hard— Christ  meant  much 
— R:  meant  it  to  be  understood,  when  he  spake  to,  &  of  little  children— 
“They  that  seek  me  early  shall  find  me”— May  ours  early  become 
the  subjects  of  regenerating  grace— 

I  cannot  but  think  Lavinia  is  unnecessarily  alarmed  about  John— 
I  am  anxious  to  hear  from  poor  dear  Mary— they  seem  happy  in  their 
Wilderness  home— 

Wc  were  not  surprized  that  Dave  got  ‘‘one  minute”  too  late  for 
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ihc  Carrs,  lie  would  he  out  of  place,  if  upon  the  first  attempt  to  reach 
a  place,  he  should  be  there  on  time— Oh,  pray  for  him,  he  needs 
much  prayer  to  keep  him,  &  he  will  not  pray  for  himself— My  poor 
hoys  hang  like  dead  weights  on  my  heart—  To  me,  they  seem  so 
lonely,  so  friendless— &  so  unfit  to  push  their  way  through  a  tumul¬ 
tous  world— God  is  able  to  sustain  them,  &  would  if  they  permitted 
him  to  do  so! 

Mrs.  Cass  is  sinking  very  fast— And  ah  ho  the  Doctor,  h  is  Molhei 
&  wile,  all  say  that  Mr  Ledyard  is  recovering  very  fast,  1  say,  1  do  not 
think  he  will  ever  recover— he  is  a  great  sufferer— Mrs  Lyell  is  getting 
well  last— Sarah  (God  willing)  leaves  here  on  the  19th  Frox.  for 
New  York,  where  1  suppose  she  will  stay  from  6  to  8  weeks— 

I  believe  1  wrote  you  that  our  Church  is  to  be  sold,  &  torn  down, 
R:  from  the  avails,  three  churches  arc  to  be  built— one  in  Ft.  Street 
on  the  Collet  Lot  next  to  where  Mrs  C.  Stuart  lived,  to  cost  between 
4°  R:  50  I  housand  Dollars! !— another,  above  us  on  the  Avenue,  of 
more  modest  pretension — 1  he  other  on  Woodward  Ave— 

Mrs  Kingsbury  is  here,  but  in  miserable  health— he  is  dropped 
from  the  Army— 

As  1  advance  in  life,  I  yearn  more  after  my  children  than  I  ever 
did— When  1  look  at  Mrs  Cass,  8c  see  her  dying  bed,  surrounded  by 
a  husband,  a  dear  sister  8c  three  precious  children,  I  feel  sad  in  think¬ 
ing  of  my  own— I  trust  not  murmuringly— 1  have  much  to  be  thank- 
1  til  lor— God  grant  me  a  humble,  grateful  heart,  in  view  of  his  mer¬ 
cies  8c  loving  kindness— 

My  love  to  Lavinia  8c  the  dear  children— I  cannot  help  it,  but  1 
am  wretched  about  the  Whooping  Cough— Oh,  I  beg  of  you,  if  Mi¬ 
ll— approves  of  it,  should  the  children  have  it,  start  immediately  for 
Detroit  with  the  whole— You  know  that  you  will  not  come  next 
winter,  so  now  turn  it  into  a  sick  8c  hospital  visit— 

We  are  all  well— Uncle  8c  Miss  Rockwell  desire  to  unite  their  kind 
regards  to  Mr  B— Lavinia  &  Yourself,  to  the  love  of  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 


E.E.S. 
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\ cst ci day  I  mailed  to  Mr  B— the  bold,  fearless  Tribune,  which 
sounded  the  first  note  ol  Alarm,  of  the  Jesuits  being  among  us- 
he  stood  bold,  fearless  &:  alone— But  he  honored  God,  &  God  has 
honored  him— he  has  the  largest  Sub.  list  in  the  State  &  is  recieving 
handsome  presents-Our  Triumph  has  been  glorious-it  must  not 
be  called  Protestant  but  Independent  Republican  Ticket-Or  Edu- 
cai  ion  1  icket— Every  Clu  ist  ian  has  to  buckle  on  his  Armour— &  keep 
il  Bi  ight—  I  he  Battle  ol  the  Lord  ol  I  Iosls  has  begun  — In  this  strug¬ 
gle,  the  Get  man  k  french  Catholics,  have  behaved  most  nobly — the 
Irish  &  Belgians  were  his  Satanic  Majesty’s  Standard  Bearers— 


Port  Richmond,  Staten  Island 
March  23rd,  1853. 

My  dear  Kate 

My  visit  to  Morristown  seems  like  a  pleasant  dream,  and  I  am 
sincerely  sorry  it  is  ended.  Although  I  will  not  say  I  am  sorry  to  have 
come  home,  yet  perhaps  my  haste  was  unnecessary,  for  I  have  found 
Sistet  Almira1  a  great  deal  better  than  1  expected,  and  Fanny  not 
as  sick  as  Almira  was  when  1  lelt  here  three  weeks  ago.  I  am  very 
glad  as  you  may  imagine  to  be  so  agreeably  disappointed.  Still,  it 
only  made  me  feel  unpleasantly  about  having  shortened  my  stay 
with  you.  Perhaps  you  don’t  know  it,  but  it  was  an  act  of  great  self- 
denial  for  me  to  leave  you  yesterday,  and  several  times  1  was  tempted 
to  alter  my  decision  and  to  remain,  thinking  that  the  case  could  not 
be  so  bad  as  1  had  at  first  supposed.  However,  believing  as  1  do  in 
an  over-ruling  Providence,  I  do  not  allow  mysell  to  indulge  feelings 
of  regret,  or  to  be  unhappy  about  it,  taking  it  for  granted  that  it 
was  all  ordered  for  some  wise  put  pose. 

Already  I  think  I  have  been  of  some  use  in  two  or  three  ways.  If  I 
have,  1  am  compensated  for  coming.  I  found  Mother-  in  the  kitchen 
when  I  arrived  here  last  evening,  trying  to  get  some  supper  for 
Almira  and  Fanny.  Both  servants  left  yesterday  morning  and  Father 
sent  another  cook  down  yesterday  in  the  nine  oclock  boat,  who  staid 
about  five  minutes,  and  returned  to  the  city  in  the  next  boat,  saying 
she  did  not  want  to  live  in  the  country.  This  morning  Ellen  did  all 


L*  V  \  -  \  Viv  UUT ?. 


\)  ‘  ,*  j,  f'  >  «>•.  •>  1  11  >1  »•  -> / 

,<f  [ft*. HI;,  r!«  >tl  2)ifli'j|  ‘Jill  lo  -  MI  Hi:  / 1  So  ‘j'Oil  iwfl  '' 

'Hi:,'  v '  -  K  Jil>  ci  i.til  i  -  "  'ili— -min  !'*>  '0’:<  - 

ion  j ri  hv  1  d  nqriMjn  '  *uO  ><uc  1 

-jjb  l  tO  I  Mum; -‘A  Hi  >!ui;(|jbnl  JU<1  ttifitf'Uoi'l  I'JUkju  1 
iiijMiti/  id  r«< »  1.  Dti  u '  r,  m  m.  1. 1  .r  )'{f0/  J  >  4  >i  * 

ifil  rldon  J«*OiU  1  1  1  >•/'.  •  !«»('!•..  t  •  UC«;  ■  1  •  ’ 

br f f;f  J  n  hi  la.biiomilaiM  JioM 

mi;  1  bu  mu  >ih  in  r. Jki  *i  mz  nv/oJtmoM  ol  j 

bnuoi  »/i-H  1  km  j  iwoirim.  «t; r  mil  ym  zq  rl*  ><J  Wf  ,  jmori  omn 

li  Irjiisioqq -v.  b  (!<■ 

•jrij  ,  in  :  r  'lj  .ric  m  o  brtr,  noiznvb  ^in’iolfcoJ 

!ol/  bniK'i  I  .yniutO  )  tol  b;)f»zojq'm>  >  mu  I  ,jvi; 

ml  i.»qr  i  •j.m.-i'  j  •  i  -i  -v  »  J/.uI  -mi.  b'/h'C  ■  i.  !  n 

};■  ( j  (  ,lw  n.od  ±m\  •()  'Jflifl  DJ  i  liv/ob  ioo  1  lOflJO  u:  lil-M 

i  (i;/. ,  uiufl  i.  /i  D<{ 1  fi  I  ()ij  ;  <  li  inuJ  n  bnr  %r>H  ,^h\«  ivn\  Ijj  otl# 

II  bib  rrjllji  ±  ti  rioin  sk!  >  ■  nnin  >  ih  iii  ovil  oi  Jftfiw  ion  bib  >dz 


STUART  LETTERS 


197 

the  chamber  work,  we  obtained  a  breakfast  as  best  we  could,  and 
Motiiei  has  gone  to  the  city  lor  servants.  Sister  Almira  is  playing  on 
the  piano!  Sistei  fanny  is  reclining  on  the  sola,  eating  an  orange! 
Now  what  think  you  of  the  condition  of  these  two  invalids?  When 
I  expressed  my  surprise  at  finding  Almira  so  much  better  than 
Mother’s  letter  portrayed,  all  told  me  that  it  was  really  astonishing! 
1  hat  she  began  to  improve  on  Sunday,  and  had  seemed  to  gam  every 
moment  since. 

My  dear  little  Fanny  seems  about  the  same.  1  feed  her  with  the  oil 
and  sugar,  which  mixture,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  does  her  good. 
1  do  not  believe  your  children  will  have  it  hard,  if  at  all.  Let  me 
know  how  they  are.  Mr.  baker  too,  I  hope  is  not  going  to  be  sick. 
Let  me  know  how  you  get  through  next  Sunday.  I  shall  be  with  you 
in  spirit. 

My  Sister  tells  me  that  a  gentleman  who  was  here  a  few  days  ago, 
said  he  thought  the  Columbia  would  be  slow  in  her  movements, 
for  Commodore  Newton  remarked  before  leaving  that  "lie  should 
not  hurry  himself,  that  he  should  reef  top-sails  and  "lay  to”  every 
night!”  According  to  that,  we  may  not  hear  from  John  in  a  month! 
Delightful! 

Fllen  left  a  cravat  and  flannel  sack  belonging  to  my  baby  in  the 
closet  adjoining  the  room  I  occupied.  It  was  careless,  for  the  baby 
ought  to  have  worn  them,  for  she  had  nothing  else  around  her 
throat.  The  best  of  them  arc  stupid  at  times.  When  my  baby  gets 
fairly  over  the  whooping  cough,  1  want  to  visit  you  again  at  some 
time  when  you  have  no  one  else  with  you.  1  am  obliged  to  you  for 
your  kind  invitation  to  come  up  occasionally,  but  the  difliculty 
would  be  a  fear  of  finding  you  engaged  with  other  company. 

3  oclock  afternoon)  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  John,  and 
1  fear  he  is  in  a  very  precarious  condition.  He  puts  the  best  face 
upon  it,  and  writes  as  cheerfully  as  he  can,  but  at  the  same  time  says 
that  the  Dr.  advises  him  to  call  for  a  medical  survey  as  soon  as  they 
come  North,  and  if  that  should  not  be  until  late,  to  request  a  survey 
he  fore  the  Ship  comes  north,  so  as  not  to  remain  too  long  in  the 
Southern  climate.  1  feel  very  low-spirited  about  him,  and  were  it  not 
for  the  baby,  1  would  start  oil  immediately  for  Pensacola.  It  seems 
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hard  that  I  cannot  be  with  him!  What  would  you  do  if  you  were  in 
my  place?  I  wish  I  was  with  you  today.  I  feel  very  much  dejected. 
John  says  the  “Columbia”  is  an  uncomfortable  ship,  but  1  presume 
you  have  a  letter.  As  1  want  to  write  to  him  this  afternoon,  I  will  bid 
you  Adieu  lor  the  present. 

Your  a II  t .  Sister 

Lavinia. 

1  Almira  was  Lavinia’s  sister. 

-  Mother’  was  Mrs.  Field,  Lavinia’s  mother. 


U.S.  Naval  Hospital 
Pensacola,  25th  March 

My  dearest  Sister 

1  have  intended  and  wished  to  write  to  you  before  this,  but  1  have- 
not  lelt  well  enough  to  do  so  and  as  I  knew  that  Lib  was  with  you 
and  from  her  you  would  know  all  about  me  I  have  done  all  the 
writing  1  have  felt  able  to  do  in  the  shape  of  letters  to  her.  1  suppose 
she  has  told  you  all  about  my  being  obliged  to  come  to  this  delight- 
lul  place.  1  fought  against  as  long  as  I  could  but  at  last  was  obliged 
to  give  up  lor  the  Doctor  was  too  strong  for  me,  however  I  think 
now  that  he  knew  best  and  1  have  done  well  in  leaving  the  Ship,  for 
I  think  1  have  gained  strength  and  1  do  not  think  my  cough  is  as  bad 
as  it  was.  A  Ship  is  never  free  from  dampness  and  as  long  as  1  re¬ 
mained  on  board  my  cough  would  have  continued. 

I  am  as  comfortable  here  as  one  can  expect  to  be  in  a  hospital. 
My  messmates  and  indeed  all  the  officers  of  the  Ship  have  been  very 
kind  to  me.  Not  a  day  has  passed  that  some  ol  them  have  not  been 
down  to  see  me  and  this  is  what  I  call  kindness  for  it  is  a  long  dis¬ 
agreeable  walk  and  then  all  they  can  expect  is  a  chair  and  a  glass  of 
cool  water  for  we  can  give  them  no  news  as  we  are  shut  oil  from  it 
and  they  have  to  bring  it  down  to  us. 

At  present  I  suffer  more  from  my  blister  than  from  anything  else 
for  they  keep  it  open  as  soon  as  it  closes  the  pain  in  my  breast  and 
side  return.  Both  the  surgeon  of  the  Ship  and  the  surgeon  of  the 
Hospital  advise  me  not  to  attempt  to  do  any  more  duty  on  board, 


b‘jl  >  >[ub  fbirrfi 

; t  .  J!fl  M.  f  rn!  IK;  <1  HC  '  ='  .'Midi  >l!l  'VJ  if  1 

*  >i  itf  )Hk  iijoY 


*  '  > 

.l.llll'ii  I 


i  i,  i  .','i.inivu. ?  i  v  Minil/.  1 
i.’.miv  •  ,l>i  *?  I  .M  *«w  r>i '.«»!/ 


Ii;ll<,#oH  ll  n>V  I 

if  3  f  1/  if  J,  ‘J  ,cfoJWH 


I  i#Jlfi*jb  yl/: 

|  !  <1  lljml  •’  V  •*!  »>  •  */'  .  ' 

>/  If/.  .  ;  j »; •  f ;  Ufi  1  i!  •  <v  ol>  :  J  r  }<;<•:  >  l  •/  Jl  >'  *  f 

3KK|«iu^.  1  foil  •»!  ri  ili*>f  I  >  v  jt  .  '  fii  fii  obol  ;<ffi  if  >1  avR  '  >? 

xl  if*!  ,  >,  I  UI-J  J  Jr  *•  i < > i*  J  <  r  (R  Jo/i  .‘Jifi  ;• 

j  ■  ,  |*»  i.  Ixij  i  ii' i  t  f\  >  :  iiisri  •'  !i  lit;  1C.  :f I  Lie.  alfc/f 


i.  » «  ■  -■  ■ *  ......  —  - 

uf  /nr  ni  nir.ij  iih  Kizol)  if  ti.  floev  *r  rioqo  )i  epo^  fOill  iol 
>v;  in#  3(1 1  b;  R  i.  ■  off;  f<>  3iIj  (i  o.  I  .n  *>*l  obi# 

fii..  . !  no  / 1 1 .  i >  j-feiii  e.  oh  oi  jqni  .on  n)  i>  u  3d  o/iv'.H  .Jif{  5  ’ 


Si'Ll  A  RT  LET  I'ERS 


■19!) 


but  that  as  soon  as  the  weather  is  mild  enough  at  the  North  to  return 
home  and  there  take  good  care  of  myself  for  a  year  and  they  think 
that  by  that  time  I  may  be  in  pretty  good  condition  again,  but  1  am 
ah  aid  that  it  require  more  than  a  year’s  care  to  get  me  in  condition, 
but  enough  ol  Myself  for  if  you  are  not  sick  of  the  subject,  I  am. 
l’oot  little  children,  1  felt  sad  all  the  way  from  Morristown  to  New 


Yoik  t  hinking  of  their  disappointment  when  they  would  get  up  and 
Imd  me  gone  and  was  sorry  that  1  did  not  go  in  and  kiss  them  all 
and  run  the  risk  of  being  in  time  for  the  cars,  but  the  fact  was  that 
I  had  so  much  to  do  in  New  York  and  not  feeling  well  that  I  could 
not  see  how  I  could  spare  a  moment.  Mother  had  made  me  promise 
her  that  I  would  not  go  from  New  York  without  seeing  Uncle 
I  home  and  Deborah  and  1  was  afraid  (as  it  t  urned  out  I  had  to  do  it) 
that  1  would  go  to  the  lower  Store  and  find  that  Uncle  Thorne  was 
at  the  upper  one  and  there  I  would  hear  that  he  was  at  the  house, 
get  up  there  and  he  has  just  started  for  the  lower  store  and  so  1  was 
kept  on  the  go  and  lost  over  two  hours  looking  for  him.  Then  when 
I  went  up  to  see  Deborah  f  was  kept  an  hour  while  they  got  her  out 
ol  bed  and  fixed  up  the  room,  so  that  indeed  I  lost  most  of  my  day- 
just  as  I  feared  I  would. 

You  will  have  cpiite  a  time  in  Morristown  I  suppose. when  Hattie 
I  aylor  is  married. 

1  say  nothing  of  Pensacola  for  1  know  nothing  about  it.  My  first 
visit  to  the  shore  was  when  they  brought  me  ashore,  got  me  in  a  close 
carriage,  and  close  it  was  1  can  assure  you  for  the  Dr.  had  every  part 
of  it  pulled  up  and  pulled  down  so  that  I  might  almost  have  called 
it  a  dark  carriage  and  drove  me  up  to  this  Hospital  and  since  I  have 
been  here  I  have  not  been  olT  the  portch. 

I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  Brother  E.P.H.  has  been  foiled.  1 
wonder  why  Mother  will  shut  her  eyes  and  try  and  make  herself 
believe  that  such  vagabonds  arc  honest  men,  when  she  knows  that 
no  one  not  even  they  themselves  believe  it.  I  have  no  doubt  in  the 
world  that  if  today  1  should  propose  a  plan  to  him  to  cheat  Mother 
out  of  $5000  and  that  he  was  to  get  half  of  it,  he  would  go  in  for  it 
in  a  moment.  Why  one  evening  when  Mother  said,  “1  wonder” 
(he  and  his  wife  were  present)  “what  people  are  about  when  they 
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inn  in  debt  and  know  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  pay.  Why  the 
lew  debts  I  owe  keep  awake  all  night  and  if  I  do  not  pay  them  oil 
soon  1  will  be  crazy.”  He  burst  out  laughing  and  said  "Why  Mrs. 
Stuart,  when  I  was  able  to  pay  for  all  I  wanted  1  was  afraid  of  debt, 
but  now  I  go  and  get  whatever  I  want,  and  when  they  bring  their 
bills  to  me  I  tell  them  that  I  have  no  money.  They  dare  not  sue  me, 
lor  they  know  I  have  nothing  that  they  can  attach.  '1  hey  do  not  dare 
to  refuse  me  more  credit  lest  they  may  never  get  what  1  do  owe  them, 
and  I  hope  for  the  best.  If  it  is  ever  in  my  power  to  pay  1  will,  if  it 
nc\et  is  ol  course  it  will  be  impossible,  and  as  l  can  not  do  impossi¬ 
bilities,  they  will  have  to  go  without  their  pay.”  1  think  Lib  was  in 
the  room  at  the  time,  and  she  can  tell  you  more  of  what  he  said,  but 
he  took  it  all  cool  as  a  cucumber. 

Well  my  dearest  Sister  I  must  close.  Love  to  Mr.  Laker  and  kiss  all 
the  ch tldi en  lor  me.  G ive  my  love  to  Lib  and  kiss  my  dear  little  one 
lot  me.  II  they  are  with  you  tell  Lib  that  I  will  write  to  her  tomor¬ 
row  or  next  day  and  accept  my  dearest  Sister  the  love  of  your  alfec- 
t ionate  Brother, 

John. 


Detroit,  April  ist,  i  853 

Dearest  Kate— 

Your  joyful  favor  of  the  23rd  filled  me  with  thanksgiving— To 
endeavor  to  convey  to  you  any  idea  ol  my  feelings  were  impossible— 
Oh,  how  much  we  have  to  praise  God  for,  &  yet  how  feebly,  how 
sluggishly  our  hearts  enter  into  it— 

Mr  baker’s  putting  on  the  badge  of  discipleship  is  truly  the  work 
ol  the  Spirit,  and  in  infinite  wisdom  all  has  been  ordered,  the  time, 
the  place  &  the  manner— Why,  he  was  led  to  unite  with  the  branch 
ol  Christ’s  Chh.  which  he  did,  .seems  mysterious,  but  we  know  that 
it  is  right,  and  we  know  that  not  one  step  has  been  rashly  taken; 
on  his  part  I  know,  earnest  k:  much  prayer,  and  on  God’s  part,  to 
bring  about  such  good— Let  your  song  be  of  love  and  of  mercy;  to 
our  finite  minds  the  difference  in  Christ’s  family  is  painful,  it  should 
not  be.  for  we  know  that  some  (-1  t he  high  preciom  S:  inT  f  aith 
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ever  gave,  have  been  in  the  Epis.-Chh.  They  were  one  with  all  others 
who  were  in  Christ  Jesus-I  suppose  that  we  should  all  become  care¬ 
less  ol  God’s  honor,  were  we  permitted  to  remain  in  one  united 
body— 1  am  not  troubled  at  his  choice— He  loves  his  Master,  &  prizes 
his  word  too  much  &  watches  too  faithfully,  to  be  influenced  by  man 
-May  God’s  richest  blessing  be  his,  the  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost- 
May  you  walk  together,  in  all  his  commandments  blameless,  train 
your  household  for  Christ 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  ol  Lavinia’s  poor  sister,1  but  I  must  confess  I  am 
thankful  that  she  has  gone  home— I  am  sure  she  was  happy  with  you 
—l ,  like  \ on,  am  suspicious  that  she  is  not  happy  in  her  parental 
home— Why  does  she  not  take  board?  &  leave  their  house? 

1  have  so  much  interruption,  that  I  fear  1  shall  not  get  this  oil  in 
the  mail— 


I  lead  a  letter  Irom  John,  from  Pensacola— writes  as  to  you— My 
letter  must  be  cut  short— When  we  have  a  good  rainy  day,  1  will 
write  you  again— 

1  ooi  Daves  Political  Entre,  has  rather  been  disheartening — he 
was  not  allowed  a  single  nomination— /m-  friends  who  worked  hard 
lor  him,  have  all  been  rejected,  &  1  think  all  through  Cass.  1  may  be 
mistaken,  but  you  know  it  was  always  said  of  him,  that  he  was  never 
alraid  ol  his  Iriends,  but  threw  his  bones  to  his  enemies,  of -them  he 
was  alraid— 

We  arc  all  well— Mr  Lcdyard  is,  I  believe,  getting  well— he  cer¬ 
tainly  has  improved  beyond  every  one’s  expectation— 

We  have  lost  Mrs  Cass— a  great  loss  to  Chh.  &  Society— She  died 
last  night  at  Eleven  OClock — After  a  very  low  state,  she  revived,  & 
lor  the  last  week  was  astonishingly  well,  ate  heartily  Sc  walked  from 
her  bed  to  the  Sofa— &  conversed  freely  Sc  cheerfully— Yesterday  the 
change  took  place  suddenly— 

God  seems  to  be  Speaking  to  the  Nation— Mrs  Filmore— Pierce’s 
a  1 1 1  iction — Gen.  &:  Mrs  1  aylor  &c— all  conspicuous  persons— but  they 
are  not  heeded— 


My  love  to  Mr  Baker,  with  my  heart  felt  participation  in  his  & 
your  happiness— My  love  to  the  dear  children— 1  am  ashamed  to 
send  this,  but  I  have  been  so  prevented  for  the  last  week,  that  I  am 
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dliaid  il  I  do  not  send  this,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  write  lor  some  time 
-My  tune  seems  to  be  fritted  away,  accomplishing  nothing— 1  pray 
to  have  my  motives  made  right  &  then,  be  the  interruptions  to  my 
time  what  they  may,  the  Angel  of  the  Right  Shouldet  will  keep  the 
record-Dear  k-pray  that  l  may  be  sanctificd-My  mind  lor  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks  has  been  fearfully  hart  assed— 

May  God  keep  &  guide  you,  &  Baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Spirit 
So  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  live  with  an  eye  single  to  his  glory, 
is  the  unceasing  prayer  of  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S.  . 


A  sad,  sad  lettei  from  Mary — It  kept  me  awake  crying  about  her — 
1  wish  the  Doct.  would  tesign — Eawson  will,  while  he  lives,  annoy 
him— 2 

1  Almira  Held,  whose  illness  had  caused  Lavinia  to  he  summoned  to  I’oit  Rich¬ 
mond  trom  Morristown. 

-Surgeon  (.eneral  i  liomas  Lawson  in  Washington  1).C. 


Port  Richmond,  April  end,  1853. 

My  dear  Kate 

I  1  cceivcd  your  letter  on  Wednesday  last,  enclosing  one  Irom 
Mother.  I  was  distressed  to  hear  of  the  sickness  of  dear  little  Eliza, 
and  leel  very  anxious  to  hear  how  she  is  by  this  time.  I  hope  your 
silence  is  a  sign  that  she  is  better.  Selfishness  would  prompt  me  to 
wish  it  might  not  be  the  whooping  cough,  but  really  1  should  prefer 
this  malady  to  the  measles  or  the  Scarlet  fever,  for  although  the 
whooping  cough  is  tedious  and  painful,  still  with  proper  attention 
I  think  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  it,  particularly  if  a 
child  is  old  enough  to  dispose  ol  the  phlegm  which  seems  to  accumu¬ 
late  in  astonishing  quantities.  My  poor  little  baby  does  not  know 
how  to  spit  it  out,  consequently  it  chokes  her  much  more  than  it 
would  an  older  child.  She  has  so  much  fever  that  her  little  lip. v  and 
nose  are  terribly  sore.  1  keep  her  out  doors  most  of  the  time,  for  she 
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scorns  to  loci  better  when  she  is  out.  She  has  become  sick  of  the  oil 
and  sugar  and  will  not  touch  it  any  more.  I  have  not  yet  given  her 
anything  else,  but  the  Doctor  who  is  now  attending  Father,  tells  me 
to  give  her  a  teaspooniul  of  Castor  oil  with  twelve  drops  of  the  Syt  up 
ol  S(ll,llIs>  two  or  three  times  a  week.  1  presume  1  shall  give  her  some, 
and  tl  your  children  have  the  Whooping-Cough,  you  might  find 
these  medicines  ol  service. 

Father  is  at  home  sick  with  a  bilious  attack  in  connection  with  hi* 
whooping-cough,  but  is  getting  well  slowly.  He  has  been  here  since 
Wednesday,  is  just  now  sitting  at  this  table  partaking  of  a  dish  ol 
chicken  soup.  Almira  is  as  well  as  ever,  and  Fanny  is  much  better. 
So  upon  the  whole  it  begins  to  look  rather  more  natural  here. 

I  have  received  the  four  letters  from  John  which  you  enclosed  to 
me,  and  wish  1  had  been  in  Morristown  to  read  them  to  you.  They 
gne  distressing  accounts  of  his  health.  The  Ship  lay  at  anchor  for 
two  or  three  days,  12  miles  from  Pensacola,  during  which  time  the 
weather  was  damp  and  wet,  and  he  caught  a  fresh  cold.  I  le  was  suffer¬ 
ing  from  an  acute  pain  in  his  chest,  which  he  was  obliged  to  have 
rubbed  with  Croton  oil,  and  cupped.  The  Doctor  advises  him  to 
come  home  as  soon  as  he  is  strong  enough  and  the  weather  at  the 
North  shall  be  sufficiently  mild.  He  tells  John  that  the  only  thing 
1  hat  will  restore  him  will  be  to  live  on  shore,  take  exercise,  and  avoid 
Ik  mg  out  in  damp  weather,  and  that  il  he  will  commence  on  this 
plan  at  once,  and  lake  particular  care  of  himself,  he  may  become  a 
he, ilt h)’  man  again,  but  otherwise  it  will  be  impossible.  1  le  tells  him 
he  is  not  fit  to  be  on  board  ship. 

All  this  was  in  the  letters  you  sent  me  first,  which  I  received  yester¬ 
day.  1  hose  which  I  received  today  contain  almost  the  same  news 
with  regard  to  his  health.  The  first  dated  the  21st  of  March,  and 
written  on  board  ship,  says  lie  is  suffering  very  much  from  a  large 
blister  on  his  breast  which  was  kept  on  for  13  hours.  The  Dr.  con¬ 
stantly  irritates  this  blister  to  keep  it  open  and  is  going  to  do  so  for 
some  time.  This  is  an  indication  that  he  thinks  John’s  lungs  are 
affected,  and  he  is  trying  the  effects  of  a  counter-irritation.  The  last 
letter  dated  the  23rd  of  March  was  written  at  the  Hospital  where 
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the  I)i.  had  insisted  that  he  should  go.  He  expects  to  remain  there 
lor  three  or  lour  weeks,  when  lie  is  coining  home.  1  le  thinks  he  will 
come  by  the  way  ol  St.  Louis  and  urges  me  to  go  to  Detroit  by  the 
first  opportunity,  before  or  as  soon  as  the  15th  of  this  month.  lie 
in ges  me  to  this  in  all  his  letters,  very  strongly,  and  1  suppose  1  shall 
go.  1  really  lecl  very  uneasy  about  John!  He  must  be  in  a  very  low 
condition.  You  know  it  is  very  hard  to  make  him  acknowledge  that 
he  is  sick,  when  others  think  he  is!  Consequently  the  very  fact  that 
he  acknowledges  now  that  he  is  not  only  sick,  but  very  sick  is  prool 
enough.  He  says  it  was  very  foolish  for  him  to  go  out  with  the 
Columbia’  ,  lor  he  is  convinced  he  was  then  entirely  unlit  for  ship- 
duty.  He  needs  a  long  respite,  quiet  and  faithful  nursing.  1  hope  by 
this  means  lie  may  recover.  Lieut.  Denham  killed  himself  by  per- 
lorming  duty  when  he  was  not  able,  and  I  fear  John  may  do  the 
same. 

II  I  Find  a  good  opportunity  to  go  to  Detroit,  1  may  go  at  anytime. 
If  I  do  not  find  company,  I  will  start  alone  about  the  irph.  The 
journey  would  not  be  a  very  long  one.  I  should  go  by  the  Ki  ie  Rail¬ 
road,  taking  the  boat  at  Dunkirk,  and  would  have  only  one  change, 
and  have  my  baggage  checked  through  to  Detroit.  John  thinks  he 
will  leave  Pensacola  between  the  20th  of  April  and  1st  ol  May.  It 
may  be  good  for  my  baby  too  to  go  to  Detroit.  I  imagine  Mother 
will  give  up  her  belief  in  John’s  ‘‘iron  constitution”  now.  He  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  last  letter  he  was  going  to  write  you  the  next  day,  but 
said  it  hurt  him  very  much  to  write.  I11  all  these  letters  he  sends  his 
best  love  to  you,  kisses  to  the  children,  and  regards  to  Mr.  baker. 

Mother,  my  two  Sisters  and  my  baby  have  gone  out  riding.  Lather 
is  dozing  in  the  rocking-chair  and  I  am  scratching  oil  these  hurried 
lines  to  you.  Give  my  love  to  all  your  little  ones,  my  regards  to  Mr. 
Raker,  and  believe  me  my  dear  Rate, 

Ever  your  affectionate  Sister, 

Lavinia. 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  Mis.  Cass  is  dead!  Two  of  our  great  men  are 
left  widowers— Mr.  Gillmore  and  Genl.  Cass! 
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Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  April  4th,  1 853 


It  is  an  unusual  circumstance  lor  me  to  have  three  favors  from 
you  unacknowledged,  but  such  is  the  case— 

1  cannot  say  that  I  was  sm  prized  at  the  joyous,  blessed  intelligence 
that  you  had  openly,  before  the  World,  cast  your  lot  in  with  the  pro¬ 
fessed  people  oi  God.  Knowing  you  as  well  as  I  do,  I  have  wondered 
that  you  had  not  long  since  done  it-No  intelligence,  save  that  my 
poor  Sons  were  converted,  could  have  so  rejoiced  my  heart  &  caused 
me  to  render  thanksgiving  &  praise  with  such  heartfelt  gratitude— 
Oh,  how  it  will  add  to  your  (already  happy  home)  happiness,  such 
as  the  world  cannot  understand-however  kind  Sc  affectionate,  indnl- 


gc  m  01  tendei  the  hearts  ol  Man  8:  Wife  may  be  to  each  other,  the 
one  being  openly  a  professor,  Sc  the  other  not,  leaves  one  place  in 
then  hie,  111  which  they  cannot  walk  together,  as  the  word  of  God 
which  you  so  highly  prize,  Sc  with  which  you  arc  so  familiar,  declares 
‘  1  wo  cannot  walk  together,  except  they  be  agreed”— And  now, 
thanks  to  our  precious  Master,  you  walk  to  gather- You  are  agreed— 
Agreed  that  God  in  Christ  shall  be  the  God  of  your  Housc-that 
You  and  Yours  will  live  for  his  honor  Sc  the  benefit  of  his  Chh.  & 
that  unitedly  you  will  pray  &  labor,  that  your  children  shall  be  1 1  is— 
\  on  mistake  me,  dear  Son,  in  thinking  that  I  am  opposed  to 
Tjnscopacy ;  as  regards  Doctrines— Their  Doctrines  are  literally  ours 
That  Chh.  has  turned  out  some  of  the  brightest  Stars  in  the  history 
of  the  Chh  and  as  you  prefer  that  to  Presbyterianism,  1  should,  had 
I  known  it,  grieved  to  have  had  you  sacrifice  your  taste,  to  accommo¬ 
date  Kate,  and  sure  I  am  that  her  heart  is  too  full  of  love  Sc  thanks¬ 
giving,  for  the  event,  to  indulge  in  a  single  feeling  but  praise— You 
must  remember  that  I  am  excusable  for  being  so  strong  a  Presby¬ 
terian,  as  1  confess  I  am;  from  them,  the  little  instruction  1  have, 

I  rccieved,  R:  with  my  cast  of  mind,  had  I  attended  the  Epis.  Chh. 
’til  my  death,  /  should  have  gone  through  life  unenlightened,  and 
here  is  my  objection— Unless  they  have  a  very  godly  Minister— Their 
beautiful  form,  their  Elegantly  written  prayers,  their  perfect  speci¬ 
men  of  composition  in  their  Liturgy,  all  tend  to  making  one  “at  ease 
in  Zion’’— That  branch  of  the  Chh.  now  numbers  thousands  of  self- 
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denying,  Godly  souls— God  is  love,  and  if  we  are  his,  we  will  love 
nil  in  whom  we  find  his  inunage,  find  it  where  we  will,  even  among 
Catholics,  lor  you  &■  1  both  believe,  that  there  will  be  bright  Saints 
in  I  leaven  from  that  Branch— 

I  pray  that  we  may  all  be  filled  with  love  Sc  charity,  that  which 
enduieth  &  hopeth  all  things,  K:  thinketh  no  ill  of  his  neighbor— be 
clothed  with  the  ornament  of  a  meek  &  quiet  Spirit — I  have  but  one 
iavor  to  ask,  that  all  mine  may  be  Christ’s— serving  him  on  Earth  Sc 
be  “gathered  a  whole  family  in  1  leaven”— 

^  estei day  we  biuied  deal'  Mrs  Cass,  a  lovely  Christian,  and  as  far 
as  in  hei  lay,  she  honored  her  Master,  and  as  long  as  she  could  speak, 
she  spoke  of  the  emptiness  of  Earth,  the  joy  Sc  peace  in  believing,  Sc 
ex  hoi  ted  all  to  make  the  sal  vat  ion  ol  their  souls  t  heii  first  ix  <-  reatest 
wish. 

I  gieatly  fear  that  Mr  Led) aid  will  not  be  long  here— he  looks 
wretchedly  Sc  suffers  much— 

Your  favor  ol  28th  lilt,  speaks  of  fear  that  Id  i/a  had  Sc  arlet  Fever! 
but  from  the  one  reed  last  night  1  am  thankful  to  learn  that  you  think 
her  better,  and  by  your  not  mentioning  Scarlet  Fever,  I  hope  it  is 
nothing  worse  than  whooping  cough,  yet  this  is  bad  enough,  but 
being  one  of  the  ills  ol  life  which  must  be  past  through  the  earlier, 
the  better— 

1  am  perfectly  well,  but  for  the  last  week  I  have  been  so  destress- 
ingly  Ncrvus  that  I  can  scarcely  think  &  you  see  how  wretchedly  1 
write— my  heart  palpitates  &  hand  shakes  &  brain  whirls— I  make  no 
Apology,  for  I  doubt  il  I  ever  shall  be  able  to  do  any  better— 

1  ell  K— with  my  love  that  I  wish  she  would  write  a  note  of  sym¬ 
pathy  to  Mrs  Lcdyard— She  is  crushed— She  always  professes  love  for 
Kate— 

My  kindest  regards  to  your  Father  &  family— love  to  my  dear  chil¬ 
dren  Sc  a  kiss  to  each,  &  hope  dear  Bessie  will  write  me  an  other 
letter— 

With  much  love  to  you,  Sc  prayer  that  you  may  grow  in  grace  ever 
believe  me  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 


E.E.S. 
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Detroit,  April  (i,  i  8.yi 

Dear  Son— 

This  minute  1  recieve  your  favor  of  April  ist-I  am  distressed  to 
heai  that  that  precious  Lamb  is  so  ill— Is  it  Whooping  Cough  which 
has  induced  inflainat  ion?  Do  try  her  with  Guin  Arabic  water — it  is 
a  change  and  very  pleasant— 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  our  Navigation  is  open  to  Buffalo-Now 
we  shall  hear  moi e  punctually— Do  let  me  know  constantly  how  that 
dear  baby  is— 

1  believe  I  wrote  that  Mrs  Cass  was  buried  on  Sunday  (3  O’c)  The 
largest  Proles,  funeral  I  ever  witnessed  in  Detroit— She  is  a  great  loss 
to  her  family — to  the  Chh— &  our  Society— 

M )'  lo\ e  to  Kate  R:  the  children — I  pray  that  God  may  comfort  you 
both  R:  have  our  Angel  Baby  in  his  holy  care— 

With  love,  your  ,  ,r  .  _  .  . 

AUectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 


My  clear  Kate 


Port  Richmond,  April  6th,  1853. 


It  is  late  and  I  have  only  time  to  write  a  lew  lines.  I  have  received 
John  s  letter  and  hasten  to  tell  you  the  contents.  It  is  a  short  letter 
saying  he  is  somewhat  better,  but  cannot  bear  the  least  exposure,  has 
to  be  very  carelul  of  himself,  and  the  physicians  tell  him  he  must 
leave  for  home  by  the  151I1  of  April  or  1st  of  May.  lie  has  his  cough 
and  night  sweats,  but  is  delighted  with  the  idea  of  coining  home.  He 


has  been  quite  low-spirited,  but  seems  now  to  feel  a  little  encourage¬ 
ment.  But  the  physicians  tell  him  he  is  in  a  precarious  condition,  and 
cannot  with  any  safety  trust  himself  on  Ship-board  for  a  long  time 
to  come.  I  do  hope  he  may  be  allowed  to  remain  at  home  now  long 
enough  to  be  I  Lilly  established  in  health.  For  my  part,  I  wish  he  could 
remain  always.  I  wrote  to  him  three  or  four  days  ago  to  come  by 
Louisville  and  Cincinnati,  rather  than  by  St.  Louis,  for  my  Father 
who  has  tried  both  routes,  recommends  the  former  as  being  the  most 
pleasant  decidedly. 
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•I°ll  11  tc^s  inc  10  8°  to  Detroit  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  should 
like  to  see  you  again,  but  know  not  whether  1  can.  I  sometimes  think 
I  will  come  over  one  day  and  back  the  next,  should  leave  my  baby 
behind  of  course.  I  may  not  be  able  to  do  so  however.  I  am  very  glad 
your  little  ones  are  no  worse.  1  have  often  remarked  to  Mother  that 
1  was  sorry  1  went  to  Morristown,  inasmuch  as  1  had  given  your  chil¬ 
dren  the  disease,  but  she  says  she  should  be  glad,  for'they  must  have 
//  at  sometime,  and  this  a  favorable  season  of  the  year,  and  it  is  a  light 

kind  of  Whooping-Cough.  So  my  dear  Kate,  perhaps.it  is  all  for  the 
best. 


Lot  me  beg  of  you  dear  Kate,  never  to  let  Sarah  know,  or  any  one , 
what  I  told  you  during  my  stay  at  your  house.  1  reproach  myself  for 
it,  and  hope  you  wTill  forget  it. 

I  have  seen  today  a  gentleman  who  saw  John  in  Norfolk  just  before 
he  sailed.  When  1  told  him  of  John’s  present  condition,  he  replied, 
it  was  just  what  he  had  expected,  that  when  he  was  in  Norfolk  he 
told  Commodore  Newton  that  he  ought  not  to  take  Mr.  Stuart  to  sea, 
that  he  was  not  fit,  that  he  and  the  officers  talked  about  it  and  said 
all  they  could  to  persuade  John  not  to  go,  but  he  seemed  to  have 


great  pride  and  ambition  about  it  and  would  not  apply  for  a  survey. 
And  said  he,  “When  you  get  him  home  Mrs.  Stuart,  you  must  kee{ > 

him  at  home,  for  he  v’ill  not  be  lit  lor  ship  duty  in  a  long  time  again 
if  ever.”  ’ 


I  shall  leave  for  Detroit  the  last  of  next  week  or  the  first  of  the 
week  after.  My  dear  little  baby  is  over  the  worst  of  her  complaint, 
I  hope,  but  she  is  a  perfect  little  martyr  to  sore  nose  and  sore  mouth. 
I  he  poor  little  creature  is  so  patient  however,  we  often  wonder  at 
her,  for  if  any  of  us  had  such  a  sore  face,  we  should  grumble  con¬ 
stantly  I  am  sure.  I  hope  your  dear  ones  will  not  have  it  hard.  Kiss 
them  all  for  me  and  present  my  respects  to  Mr.  Raker.  Almira  is  very 
well,  my  sister  Fanny  is  better,  my  Father  is  much  better  too,  and 
expects  to  go  up  to  Williamsburg  tomorrow. 

John  says  he  weighs  much  less  than  lie  did  when  he  left  Detroit. 
Don’t  you  know  Kate,  that  Western  climates  arc  often  recommended 
lor  pulmonary  complaints?  I  hope  it  may  affect  John  favorably,  but 
wherever  he  is,  great  care  is  necessary.  And  care  he  shall  have  if  1  can 
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sec  m  e  it.  I  Ic  must  not  he  exposed  to  damp  air  or  severe  exercise,  for 
llie  physicians  tell  him  the  least  thing  might  bring  about  fatal  con¬ 
sequences.  I  suppose  that  is  the  reason  he  takes  an  inland  passage. 
1  presume  the  sea  air  oil'  the  coast  would  be  bad  for  him. 

All  send  kind  regards  to  you  and  yours.  My  sister  Fanny  sends  a 
kiss  to  I  Ioddy.  Good  bye  dear  Kate.  As  ever 

Yr.  all t.  sister,  Lavinia. 


Detroit,  April  7.  18,7a 

My  dearest  K- 

I  lind  so  little  opportunity  to  write  to  you,  that  I  mean  to  keep  a 
letter  on  hand,  and  as  events  occur  note  them— 

1  am  sad  from  intelligence  from  Mr  B— of  Eliza’s  illness!  I  wish 
I  could  hear  particularly,  is  it  cold,  or  whooping  cough— I  feel  as  I 
suppose  a  child  does,  who  is  shrinking  from  chastisement— a  fear— 
a  hope  I  do  not  think  that  our  Heavenly  bather  always  removes 
our  loved  ones,  from  our  sight  to  chastise  no— oftentimes  1  am  sure, 
they  are  unsearchibly  rich  blessings,  to  the  taken  and  to  the  bereaved 
-even  here,  sometimes  we  are  permitted  to  look  back,  and  praise 
him  for  having  so  wisely,  so  kindly,  &  yet  afllictivcly  led  us  in  a  path 
we  knew  not— 

Dear  Mrs  Cass  has  left  us— While  she  could  speak-She  spoke  of 
the  sustaining  power  of  Christ  k  warned  them  to  “flc-c  from  the 
wrath  to  come”— If  you  could,  I  wish  you  would  write  a  note  to  Mrs 
Ledyard— 

1  1  tli— Since  I  commenced  this,  I  have  reed  intelligence  through 
Mr  Baker  twice  and  am  thankful  that  dear  Eliza  is  convalescing— 

I  know  that  1  have  nothing  to  do,  yet  my  interruptions  are  so 
numerous  &:  varied  that  1  seem  to  have  very  little  time  for  writing 
as  1  should  like— 

Mr  B— says  in  Robert’s  letter  to  you,  he  quarrels  with  Italy— its 
climate,  &c— Tis  strange,  I  reed  a  letter  from  Spezia,  in  two  weeks 
earlier,  in  which  he  speaks  in  transports  of  Country,  climate  and 
comforts,  &  thought  of  trying  to  remain  there  some  time— 
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John  s  letters  arc  gloomy,  I  suppose  as  soon  as  the  weather  be¬ 
comes  wai  m  N  settled,  he  wil  1  come  home — 


1  wish  I  could  learn  to  cast  oil  care-Other  parents  do-cspccially 
as  I  know  that  /  cannot  change  one  step  of  theirs— 

I  am  almost  sick  worrying  about  David-What  is  he  doing  so  long 
m  Washington?  Mow  on  Earth  can  he  sustain  himself  therc?-I  am 


ahaid  he  is  plunging  into  debt— No  person  can  convince  me  that  the 
"parly  /jays  his  expenses”,  the  party  all  are  as  poor  as  he  is-Oh,  if 
he  would  but  sit  down  in  his  Office,  &  attend  to  his  profession,  &  get 
a  respectable  living,  which  he  can  if  he  please— 

This  morning  between  live  &  six  O’clock,  Sarah  came  up  to  tell 
me,  that  Misses  Williams  &  Clarke  leave  for  N.York  to  Morrow  eve¬ 
ning,  &  will  gladly  take  ch  of  her  to  N.York,  N  instead  of  leaving 
here  on  i  6,  she  decides  on  leaving  to  Morrow— will  be  in  N.  York 
on  1  hursday— if  she  arrives  in  the  Night,  she  will  go  with  Joe  Clarke 
to  the  Carlton  Mouse— And  in  the  morning,  goto  Morristown— 


1  am  hoping  to  heat  Irom  you  all ,  this  evening — I  am  more  low 
spirited  than  1  have  been  in  two  years— Poor  Doctor  would  say  1  am 
an  exeiciscd  Woman — Johns  illness — Mary’s  gloomy  situation— Mr 
Hob’s  dissatisfaction— so  unexpected— &  dear  Eliza’s  illness— I  hope 
that  blessed  boy  may  get  through  safely— 

Mr  Clarke  says  that  his  brother  writes  that  Lavinia  leaves  on  the 
T)th  for  Detroit— pity  she  went  to  N.York— I  hear  sad  news  of  Har¬ 
riet’s  intended— 


I  ell  Mi  Bakei  that  our  I  ax  I.aw  has  created  terrible  opposition 
— .dl  who  I  have  heard  speak  of  it  are  determined  to  resist  it,  espe¬ 
cially  the  Merchants— 

I  am  in  the  midst  of  house  cleaning,  &  it  seems  up  hill  work-in 
nothing  do  I  lealize  that  I  am  truly  an  old  Woman ,  as  in  my'  entire 
loss  ol  energy— every  thing  seems  herculean— even  to  plan  work— 

1  have  hurried  this,  hoping  to  get  it  into  to  day’s  Mail— With 
much  love  to  Mr  Baker  and  the  precious  children,  with  much  to 
yourscll,  and  always  kind  regards  to  the  family  in  Bond  Street,  from 
y'our 

Affectionate  Mother, 


E.E.S. 
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Do  gel  me  a  Bombazine  hat  lor  Spring  t0  fit  (easily)  Mrs  Maker, 

sc,u*  ‘l  PLT  Express - No  triining— a  deep  mourning  hat— Write 

lo  l’.nnna  k:  ask  her  to  get  George  or  Maynard1  to  send  my  Caps  per 
Express— 

1  (li-oigr  ami  May  mini  Thorne. 


Port  Richmond,  April  11th,— rpp 

My  dear  Kate 

1  had  another  letter  Irom  John  on  Saturday  which  was  rather  dis- 
sotn aging.  I  hey  are  blistering  his  chest  yet  and  it  pains  him  very 
much.  1  le  is  so  weak  that  a  walk  ol  live  minutes  around  the  building 
uses  him  up,  to  quote  his  own  expression.  1  le  tried  on  the  day  before 
he  wrote  lo  take  a  very  short  walk.  1  le  was  obliged  to  stop  and  rest  sev¬ 
eral  times,  and  finally  a  cart  came  along,  in  which  he  rode  home  and 
went  immediately  to  bed  where  he  remained.  The  Doctors  are  going 
to  send  him  home  as  soon  as  they  think  it  will  do,  and  tell  him  he 
must  come  up  the  river,  and  get  away  from  the  sea-air  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible,  and  that  it  would  be  death  for  him  to  come  around  by  New 
York.  1  le  is  now  taking  the  fourth  bottle  of  Cod  liver  oil,  but  with¬ 
out  much  elfect .  All  this  is  distressing  intelligence,  and  my  hope  is 
that  when  he  is  removed  from  the  sea,  he  may  be  better.  I  very  much 
wish  1  was  t  here  to  come  on  with  him,  to  take  care  ol  him  during  his 
journey.  Hut  it  cannot  be,  and  I  trust  that  he  may  fall  in  with  some 
kindly  disposed  person  who  will  act  the  part  of  the  good  Samaritan. 

I  low  are  your  children?  Are  Eliza  and  Looey  having  the  whoop¬ 
ing-cough  hard?  What  arc  you  doing  for  them?  I  hope  they  will  soon 
get  over  it.  Little  Fanny  is  not  well  yet,  but  I  think  she  is  much  bet¬ 
ter.  She  is  out  walking  now.  She  is  not  content  to  stay  in  the  house 
at  all  and  1  send  her  out  every  day.  It  is  very  fortunate  that  the 
weather  is  so  pleasant,  and  you  must  keep  your  children  out.  I  hope 
to  hear  soon  that  they  are  better. 

1  shall  hardly  be  able  to  come  to  Morristown  before  I  leave  for 
Detroit,  and  if  I  do  not  see  you  before,  I  shall  have  the  pleasure 
next  fall  I  suppose,  if  all  goes  on  well,  if  nothing  happens. 
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\Vc  have  had  quite  a  scene  in  the  house  this  morning.  A  Cook  who 
has  been  here  about  a  fortnight,  was  very  impudent  to  Father  and 
Mother  this  morning  and  they  gave  her  her  wages  and  dismissed  her. 
She  reiused  to  leave  the  house,  and  was  terribly  insolent,  said  she 
would  not  go  till  the  month  was  up.  Father  sent  down  to  the  office 
lor  my  Uncle  Curran,  who  came  up  and  told  her  she  must  leave, 
iliat  she  had  no  right  to  stay,  and  that  if  she  did  not  go,  he  should 
hi  ing  an  officer  to  take  her.  She  said  he  might  bring  an  officer  if  he 
chose,  but  she  would  not  go.  Curran  went  out  and  soon  returned 
with  an  officer  who  (although  she  tried  to  brow-beat  him  down) 

1  emained  here  until  she  packed  up  her  duds  and  left  the  house.  Oh, 
her  language  was  dreadful.  The  whole  affair  put  me  in  a  perfect  state 
of  tiepidation.  It  frightens  me  to  see  any  such  thing  going  on.  How 
do  you  get  along  with  your  servants?  They  are  a  pest. 

Ho  you  remember  the  hymn  you  were  practising  lor  Faster  Sun¬ 
day.^  J  he  same  tune  was  sung  in  our  church  and  Hallelujah  was 
icpeated  after  every  line— and  it  was  beautiful.  For  instance— 

Christ  the  Lord  is  ris’n  today 
1  Ial-le-lu-jah 

Sons  of  men  and  angels  say 
1  Ial-le-lu-jah—  and  so  on. 

Hid  you  ever  hear  it  sung  so?  It  sounded  finely. 

1  low  do  you  progress  with  the  new  addition?  I  wanted  John  to  see 
that  dining-room. 

The  family  are  tolerably  well  now.  Almira  is  better  than  any  of 
the  rest.  All  wish  to  be  remembered  to  yoursell  and  Mr.  Baker,  to 
whom  please  present  my  respects. 

Cive  my  love  to  your  children,  and  accept  much  for  yourself  dear 
Kate,  from 

Your  affectionate  Sister 


Lavinia. 
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Look  out  how  you  read  this  if  any  one  is  with  you. 


My  dearest  Sister 


U.S.  Naval  I  Iospital 
Pensacola,  April  irjth,  1833. 


1  reed,  yours  ol  the  4th  this  morning  and  I  was  delighted  at  receiv¬ 
ing-  lor  I  was  becoming  very  anxious  and  uneasy  about  dear  little 
Sister  Izu  .  1  reed,  a  letter  a  lew  days  since  from  Mother  in  which 
she  said  that  you  were  afraid  that  Elisa  had  the  scarlet  fever  and  as 
Lib  had  w  1  itten  to  me  that  it  was  in  Morristown  and  my  not  receiv¬ 
ing  a  line  from  you  I  had  made  up  my  mind  that  she  was  very  sick 
and  that  by  this  time  all  the  children  were  down  with  it,  but  l  am 
delighted  to  hear  that  it  is  anything  but  the  scarlet  fever.  Ever  since 
we  had  it  in  our  family  1  have  had  a  great  dread  of  it,  but  1  am  sorry 
that  you  have  got  the  whooping  cough  among  you  and  what  makes 
me  leel  worse  my  dearest  Sister  is  that  you  got  it  through  your  kind¬ 
ness  to  me,  but  I  hope  all  will  go  well  and  if  all  get  well  it  is  one  of 
the  few  ills  of  this  life  done  with. 


11  this  letter  turns  out  a  scrawl  you  must  excuse  it  for  I  am  as  weak 
as  a  cat.  About  8  days  since  my  night  sweats  left  me  and  1  got  up  in 
the  morning  feeling  strong  and  well  and  lor  3  days  1  felt  that  I  was 
a  well  man.  I  felt  that  1  was  gaining  strength  by  the  hour  and  thought 
that  a  week  would  make  a  great  change  in  me.  My  appetite  was  good 
and  1  could  eat  anything  that  was  put  before  me.  I  was  so  delighted 
with  the  change  that  I  could  not  help  talking  of  to  any  one  who 
would  listen  to  me  and  down  I  seated  myself  and  wrote  to  Mother 
and  Lib  of  the  great  change.  That  very  night  I  had  a  sweat,  and  in 
the  morning  I  was  so  weak  that  1  could  hardly  dress  myself,  and  so 
I  have  gone  back  to  about  where  I  was  when  I  first  came  here.  1  can¬ 
not  account  for  this  change  for  I  continued  my  medicines,  my  blister 
was  open  and  all  was  going  on  just  the  same  as  it  was  when  the  lirst 
change  took  place.  The  Dr.  says  that  1  must  not  feel  discouraged  for 
these  changes  will  take  place  and  all  I  can  do  is  to  continue  the  Cod 
Liver  Oil  and  take  care  of  myself. 

It  is  settled  that  I  will  not  be  fit  for  duty  again  in  a  long  time.  So 
I  will  leave  here  about  the  1st  of  May  for  Detroit.  I  did  think  of  go- 
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ing  round  by  Sea  in  one  of  the  Steamers  to  New  York,  but  the  Drs 
say  that  I  had  better  go  up  the  River.  I  hope  1  will  be  a  little  stronger 
by  the  time  I  start.  1  here  arc  two  officers  now  in  the  hospital  who 
have  permission  to  go  North  and  they  have  promised  the  surgeon 
ol  oui  Ship  that  they  will  wait  lor  me  and  go  up  with  me.  I  am  glad 
ol  this  for  although  1  have  no  doubt  I  could  go  just  as  well  without 
them  it  is  pleasanter  to  have  some  one  with  you  when  you  do  not  feel 
"’ell-  I  do  wish  my  dearest  Sister  you  were  going  to  spend  the  Sum¬ 
mer  m  Detroit,  it  would  be  so  pleasant  to  be  together  and  I  should 
like  to  see  the  children.  I  do  not  see  why  you  can  not  come  up. 

Poor  bill  Rcnshaw  is  sick,  there  is  but  one  Lieut,  on  duty  on  board 
the  Columbia,  all  the  rest  sick.  I  lear  that  she  is  going  to  be  an  un¬ 
healthy  Ship,  none  o I  her  officers  are  strong'  men 

Love  to  Mrs.  Taylor  and  tell  her  that  1  think  Mother  will  find 
children  anything  but  amusement.  Lib  was  delighted  with  her  visit 
to  Morristown  and  says  that  go  times  before  she  got  to  New  York 
she  wished  heisell  back  with  you.  1  think  it  was  rather  foolish  in  her 
going  down  foi  1  do  not  see  what  use  she  could  be  to  them  with  her 
sick  baby  and  she  herself  not  quite  as  strong  as  a  good  cat. 

I  must  close  my  dearest  Sister.  Not  that  1  wish  to,  but  I  hardly  feel 
* 1 1  >  1  e  to  hold  my  pen.  My  chest  and  breast  are  very  painful  today. 

1  think  my  cough  is  much  better,  but  1  want  strength  and  flesh.  1 
have  been  here  a  little  over  g  weeks  and  have  lost  5  lbs.  of  flesh.  We 
are  weighed  every  week  and  1  can  assure  you  it  is  anything  but  pleas¬ 
ant  to  hear  the  Dr.  say  to  one  you  have  gained  3  lbs.  and  to  another 
you  have  gained  2  lbs.,  etc.,  and  then  tell  poor  me  that  1  have  lost 

2  lbs.,  next  time  g!4,  etc.,  but  he  always  winds  up  with  0I1  that  is 
nothing,  so  and  so  lost  6  lbs.  in  a  week  and  now  he  is  a  stout  healthy 
fellow. 

Remember  me  to  Mr.  baker  and  kiss  all  the  children  for  me.  Tell 
them  (for  I  suppose  all  are  sick  by  this  t  ime)  that  1  am  sorry  for  them 
and  that  they  all  have  a  great  share  of  my  thoughts  for  1  have  thought 
ol  them  by  day  and  night.  Goodbye  my  dearest  Sister.  Accept  the 
devoted  love  of 

Your  aflectionate  and  devoted 

brother  John. 
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Dear  Son— 


April  i»o,  i  8r,*; 


1  may  have  the  consolation  of  having  him  at  home— Were  1  not 
alraul  that  1  should  miss  him,  I  would  leave  in  the  Evening  Boat 

loi  1  ensacola— I  know  as  things  now  stand,  it  would  be  folly _ 

I  am  thankful  that  Eliza  is  recovering— I  trust  that  dear  Looe  may 
be  carried  through  safely — I  am  sorry  for  poor  K’s  trouble  with  her 
set  \  a  ills—  but  /  would  not  have  taken  the  sister — she  will  have  trouble 
—Ingratitude  at  least  Hows  in  the  blood— 

Much  love  to  Kate  &:  yourself— Pray  that  God  will  if  consistent 
with  the  purpose  permit  my  dear  Hoy  to  come  home-Pray  that  this 
illness  may  be  sanctified  to  him  and,  if  spared,  that  he  may  make 
an  entire  conversion  of  himself  &  all  that  he  has  to  his  precious 


Savior— 
Ever  your 


Affectionate  Mother, 


E.E.S. 


Port  Richmond,  April  noth,  1853. 


My  dear  Kate 


1  lere  1  am  yet.  Are  you  surprised?  I  hope  you  have  thought  1  had 
already  gone  to  Detroit.  Otherwise  your  long  silence  would  be  unac¬ 
countable.  1  have  been  quite  uneasy  on  account  of  not  hearing  from 
you,  lest  your  children  might  be  very  sick,  and  have  made  three  or 
lour  attempts  to  come  over  to  Morristown  in  the  morning  to  return 
in  the  afternoon,  but  have  found  it  impossible  thus  far  to  carry  out 
my  design.  Not  only  is  it  very  difficult  to  get  up  to  the  city  in  time 
for  the  morning  train  (there  being  no  boat  early  enough  from  this 
side)  but  other  things  have  conspired  to  prevent  me.  1  have  ap¬ 
pointed  two  or  three  days  for  the  purpose,  but  have  not  yet  accom¬ 
plished  it. 
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How  are  your  children?  I  hope  and  trust  they  are  no  worse.  In  a 
lttiei  l eceived  Ironi  John  today  lie  says  his  mother  writes  him  that 
Kate  has  the  Sum  let-fever  in  her  family!  Is  that  so.J  1  sincerely  hope 
it  is  not,  lot  I  have  a  great  dread  of  that  disease.  Do  let  me  know 
how  you  all  are. 

My  baby  is  not  yet  over  the  Whooping-cough,  but  still  coughs 
<  1  u  1 1 e  haul.  It  is  very  tedious.  In  addition  to  it,  she  must  needs  have 
the  ( Inc  Leu-pox ,  and  hci  1. ice  a  1  id  neck  a  re  speckled  with  the  blotches. 
I  Ier  nose  is  terribly  sore  again.  She  suffers  very  much  and  I  do  wish 
she  was  well  again. 

Since  I  wiote  you  last,  I  have  reed,  two  or  three  letters  from  John. 

I  he  fust  (last  kiiday)  said  he  was  almost  crazy  with  another  large 
blister  which  was  dressed  with  ointment  to  make  it  do  double  duty. 

I I  is  last  (lecd.  today)  says  he  leels  rather  better,  and  seems  to  be  gain¬ 
ing  some  strength.  J  le  says  this  cheers  him  for  he  had  given  himself 
up,  he  thought  he  was  going  last,  and  had  made  up  his  mind  that 
il  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  live  to  get  home,  it  was  all  he  could 
expect.  But  says  he  is  thankful  that  the  prospect  brightens  a  little. 
Oh,  I  hope  and  pray  he  may  reach  home  safely,  but  he  says  till  the 
physicians  tell  him,  and  in  then  certificates  sent  to  \\  ashinglon  say, 
it  will  require  a  great  length  of  time  and  the  greatest  to  lit  him  ever 
again  for  duty,  lie  has  been  very  near  death. 

I  would  like  to  write  more,  but  it  is  late.  I  want  to  put  this  into 
the  mail,  and  must  close,  hoping  to  hear  soon  that  your  c  h  i  Id  re  11  are 
better,  yourself  and  husband  well. 

I  cannot  tell  when  I  will  go  to  Detroit.  I  shall  go  soon  however 
I  suppose.  Love  to  all  and  believe  me  ever 

Your  affectionate  Sister 

Lavinia. 


Spezia— April  2  \,  1853. 

My  dear  Mother1:  — 

You  have  before  this  been  informed  of  the  birth  of  my  little  son,- 
eacli  baby  (as  it  were  to  protect  its  utter  helplessness)  bringing  with 
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it  fresh  emotions  of  love.  Bob  wrote  you  immediately  of. the  birth 
°l  tIlG  c,llld-  I  llc  little  creature  is  today  two  weeks  old,  so  you  can 
imagine  Mother,  1  have  not  been  very  ill,  indeed  1  had  quite  a  funny 
tune.  The  ship  was  under  sailing  orders  for  Greece,  and  all  hands 
had  been  ordered  on  board.  This  was  on  Thursday— the  ship  was  to 
sail  at  daylight  on  Friday.  When  Bob  left  me  1  was  quite  sick,  but 
did  not  mention  it  to  him  knowing  he  would  not  leave  me,  and  in 
case  ol  it  proving  a  lalse  alarm  might  occasion  a  hearty  laugh  among 
his  messmates.  But  about  twelve  o  clock  at  night  my  symptoms  were 
not  to  be  mistaken,  so  I  sent  lor  an  old  Italian  woman,  a  midwile, 
who  came  rushing  into  the  house  with  “Oh  Christo,  bad  Americans, 
can’t  understand  if  I  can  only  make  her  go  to  bed.’’  At  last  I  told 
the  old  thing  that  I  understood  all  that  she  said,  but  I  did  not  wish 
to  go  to  bed,  and  besides  she  must  be  quiet  and  slop  talking.  Then 
1  sent  for  a  boatman  to  go  alter  Bob.  The  ship  was  about  a  mile  olf, 
the  man  was  quite  horrified  at  the  thought  ol  going  near  an  Ameri¬ 
can  man-of-war  at  night,  saying  he  would  never  return  alive,  that 
the  Americans  would  not  understand  what  he  wanted  and  would 
shoot  him.  I  could  do  nothing  with  the  man.  At  last  a  girl  whom 
I  have  had  ever  since  my  arrival  in  this  place  commenced  “Are  you 
not  ashamed,  can’t  you  see  the  Signora  is  going  to  have  a  baby?” 
At  last  the  man  consented  to  go,  but  first  he  must  learn  who  he  is  to 
ask  lor,  so  I  taught  him  to  say  “Signor  Stuart”,  which  name  of  course 
he  pronounced  every  way  but  the  right  way.  However,  he  started, 
and  succeeded  in  getting  quite  near  to  the  ship  before  he  was  ob¬ 
served,  when  the  two  sentinels  on  duty  pointing  their  guns  com¬ 
manded  his  business.  “1  Io  Stuartdy”  screamed  the  man,  and  pushed 
oil  as  last  as  his  oars  would  take  him.  Bob  was  fortunately  on  deck, 
keeping  his  night  watch,  and  immediately  called  to  the  man  to  re¬ 
turn  who  kept  constantly  calling  “Ho  Stuartdy”.  Then  would  fol¬ 
low  a  long  string  of  Italian,  of  course  all  about  my  having  a  baby, 
but  which  fortunately  none  of  the  officers  could  understand.  At  last 
Bob,  having  obtained  leave  from  the  Commodore,  took  one  of  the 
ship’s  boats,  and  came  ashore,  with  orders  to  return  by  daylight. 
But  about  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  suddenly  heard  the  firing 
of  twenty  guns,  which  the  Commodore  immediately  answered  by 


*  'A  'AT  V  A  \  A  )  '  X  'l 


. J , » id  o.n  lo  ’(IjJm!  iinrni  noy  Dhrtw  dolf  /  vo  )o  j-noiloaio  b ‘J  *■' 
rj3  hoy  0(1  •1,l°  ■'  •4JV  av,J  ^,01  ei  onusim  objil  oil  1  olido  -  •'  lf 
(1  (t|J  fi  Im  Iboobni  Hi  ynviroor  K/rf  ovnd  Ftv  lioK  in  i 
/btiBil  II  n  bus  ,*»  v oiO  iol  mlno  gi.ilii.t  -lufunj  ttw  qbb  od  1  omi 
oi  Rtv/  cji  >/!’  -yJ>cnjiITn<wrv//.M  d  no  lx  >bio  .  j  d  >;  . 

:-/(f  dod  outi|  >  •  I  out  Hoi  doll  u-jriW  .yi-blrf  n  gil{i.b  *«  V; 
ni  bi  .  ,'jiii  3ii.  fl  ion  Iiiuov/  Of!  gniword  tr-ii!  oi  a  nohnou  mil  bil 
^(fotfinil  in,  y;  r.jil  r.  nobiooo  jrl^icit  m  nils  •*  tlcjjiiuiviij  Ji  no*; 

JTJV/  f'flfol  («  VIM  1  ;ill  111  •*  job  O  .'Vfl  -  li  <  hJ  l .  1  i»<  .t.  M-.-.U**  M 

, jliv/bim  l  nuniov/  inifril  bio  nr  id  Jito*  !  >*  Oil  oi  lot 

.rnt.  i  foifi/  b  '!  ,U  r/  oaimil  •nfioinijniil  u  1  ouun oriv, 

Mol  I  w,i  lA  "Ik!  oj  og  toil  dnm  ylno  nfc>  I  li  bficimbriiJ  1  “ 

fa vtf  nut  bib  I  /mJ  .bins  oiit  nub  lb  bootnobnu  1 3i  rl J ,  hHi  b'  >  >d 

• 

Jlo  oiiw  li  j  1  jo<  ?nw  qilfe  011  1  dofi  'fOj'nrj'O  xiKHiJiion  r  u.  ’ir.v 
•  )5fn>.  n«  ir.mi  r,my  io  id;  nodi  ocb  r»;  bon  nod  oniij)  w  nun  oil 
jr.di  nnnoi  10/on  blnov/  ni  gniy r;«  ,Jd;gin  Js  tuv/Ao  ii;m  in. 

bin;  boJni;  oil  iniiv/  biisiti  bnu  Jon  blnov/  anr.onofii/  oil 
rnoilv/  l  if  ;  r.  j?*,I  >A  .n  ft  0/1/  Miw  gnidiOfi  oh  bbun  I  .mir  tool! 
n  /  nA  booi.-'  on  10)  oodq  siib  ni  Invi  ri  yni  oonic  1  jv  i  bud  *vi:il 
itj  3  ,  ,  t  onio Biorijjiii  oil  00  noy  j’m.o  .bonn.i  1  mi 
,,i  A  .,(  ojIv/  nit  )1  1  nr-  1  ’  nru\  :n<S  ,030)  foinfert/o  nnui  oil  v i.l  1/ 
•jiiiKj ;  io  oin cm  /!  Ail  // ,  if siuK  lofiy i;>  yiaoJ  iniil  Jil^nfiJ  1  ov  ru1  bi 

1  •  it  -jri  ,1  :t  yn  >1  .7*//  Jll^i  Oil  I  Ui<i  /i  <r  (fOVo  boOflilOilOK|  1 

do  taw  oil  oiolod  »jid<  or  oi  1  on  oiiup  ^niAo^  ni  n-jlrymue  l»n 
-mo  >  ijT  *1  i  •  -,f  I »  1 1 1 1 1 1 1  ■  <<  j  yiiji'  no  nlonii/rw  t  ?1  on  I  ivjnw  r  ' -■  > 

|  ,,b  10  vbnai  u  1  ci.  '  /oil  ;il  aid  blnov/  ;•  ;•«  >.nl  ^  J1  )  <  ■; 

JI  OJ  ill  ill  01 1 J  01  Ijjilco  bisibomuii  bnr.  %il  J  r.w  ?i»  anirpo. 

-10I  '  In,  n  il  /'vbJ'isiu^ '.oil "  jnilb  *  a  •  i/ih.i  iqoJ  <‘<-7/  raj 
,y<ff  c  fivnl  yni.  Juixir.  Hr.  omioo  lo  ,r>  ii  «I  lo  jjni its  a«Kr  1.  ro 

odi  Ip  o  A*  1  .oiobonnnoD  oiij  moil  9/r.o!  bonii;  do  gni'/r.il  ,tiol 
nlgiiytb  /r  niu.n  01  nobio  1  jiv  ,oiorb  omi;o  bin;  ,c; -oil  «ijii 
mi  ni  )iij  b .  oi  yin  f .hi; v  .  /  .gnlim m  oiit  :i  Jooh  oov/.  JUOtls III* 
yd  b  ov«n  ylj-j  jbonnui  oioboHiinoO  o/fj  iliidv/  ,?nu^j  ynov/J  I 


STUA RT  LETTERS 


518 

loi  ly  more,  and  soon  it  was  reported  the  “Constitution”  direct  from 
New  York  had  arrived,  and  that  the  Commodore  would  await  the 
opening  of  the  mail. 

1  he  next  day  it  blew  a  perfect  hurricane,  which  lasted  three  days 
to  the  delight  ol  both  Bob  and  myself.  1  he  Commodore  proposed 
that  upon  the  return  of  the  ship  I  should  have  the  baby  baptized  by 
the  Chaplain  on  board,  “Cumberland  Stuart.”  I  had  no  doctor,  only 
these  two  Italians  in  the  house,  and  Bob.  1  he  wives  ol  the  other 
officers  here  were  very  much  astonished  in  the  morning  as  they  fully 
calculated  to  be  with  me,  but  you  know  Mother,  l  do  not  like  to 
ha\e  many  aiound  me  at  such  a  time.  1  intended  having  the  doctor 
1 1  < )in  the  sh  1  p,  but  as  the  ship  was  under  sa d mg  orders,  did  not  send 
lot  him.  He  came  the  next  morning,  and  de<  lared  he  would  write  a 
story  on  the  courage  of  woman,  and  make  me  the  heroine. 

1  he  day  before  Bob  left,  finding  1  would  require  an  extra  servant, 
1  h  11  ed  one,  but  soon  my  landlord  sent  me  word  that  1  must  not  have 
her  in  the  house,  as  she  was  a  very  bad  gii  1— had  three  children  in 
the  hospital,  one  only  twenty  days  old.  1  gave  the  other  servants 
orders  to  send  her  immediately  out  of  the  house,  but  she  refused 
to  go  and  came  into  my  room,  jumped  on  my  bed,  etc.  At  last  night 
came,  as  I  was  determined  she  should  not  remain,  1  got  out  ol  bed, 
took  her  by  the  shoulders,  and  pushed  her  out  of  the  house.  She 
could  have  knocked  me  down  with  one  linger,  but  they  are  great 
cowards.  I  was  more  alarmed  because  about  a  month  before,  one  of 
the  officers  wives  was  confined,  and  not  being  able  to  nurse  her  baby, 
hired  a  woman  to  do  so.  But  soon  the  little  creature  was  taken  very 
ill  with  fits,  etc.  and  upon  examination  found  this  woman  in  a  most 
dreadful  condition.  She  was  immediately  sent,  to  prison,  the  baby 
broke  out  with  eyr isipiles,  covered  with  dreadful  sores,  and  the  day 
my  baby  was  born,  the  poor  little  sullerer  died.  They  are  the  most 
depraved,  superstitious,  ignorant  dirty  miserable  beings  1  am  sure 
on  the  earth. 

I  was  very  much  disappointed  that  I  did  not  receive  letters  by  the 
'  Constitution”.  As  soon  as  I  heard  that  an  American  man-of-war  had 
arrived,  1  insisted  on  Bob  going  on  board  immediately  for  letters, 
but  he  soon  returned,  1  believe  as  much  disappointed  as  1  was. 
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In  about  ten  days  we  expect  the  store  ship,  and  then  I  sure!)  will 
have  letters.  It  is  too  bad,  I’ve  been  absent  six  months,  and  only 
received  two  letters! 

1  think  Mother  you  would  be  amused  to  hear  the  children  talk. 
Willie  is  very  loud  ol  acting  the  soldier,  lie  marches  through  the 
street  with  bis  little  drum,  followed  of  course,  by  dirty  little  Italians, 
who  are  perfectly  delighted.  But  Willie  does  not  fancy  such  follow¬ 
ers,  and  turning  around  says  “Go  way  Cattiva  (bad)  boys.  I  am  a 
rub-dub  polito  (clean)  but  you  are  sporky  (dirty).”  Me  is  a  little 
beauty,  with  long  curls. 

I  be  daughter  ol  Mrs.  Everett  at  Washington  has  hired  a  very 
handsome  castle,  with  silver,  linen  and  everything  to  correspond, 
so  that  her  husband,  who  through  influence  has  been  made  flag 
lieutenant,  might  entertain.  Every  Wednesday  and  Sunday  invita¬ 
tions  are  issued  lor  a  dinner.  He,  Mr.  Wise,  has  a  man  servant  to 
walk  behind  bis  wife,  during  the  absence  of  the  ship,  and  all  the 
foreign  ministers  who  arrive,  are  immediately  invited  to  partake  of 
the  hospitality  of  their  castle. 

Before  the  ship  sailed,  the  officers  gave  a  very  elegant  dinner  on 
board— had  two  I  till  bands  playing  between  the  different  courses,  etc. 

1  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Bob,  dated  Naples.  I  hope  they 
will  have  a  pleasant  cruise.  They  are  to  be  absent  until  July.  Give 
much  love  to  Father,  and  do  ask  him  to  write  to  me.  Also  Jessie  and 
you  too  Mother,  do  write  and  tell  me  all  the  home  news.  How  is 
Mr.  Willis?1*  Jessie  writes  me  that  he  is  in  very  poor  health.  Give  my 
love  to  him. 

How  sincerely  I  hope,  dear  Mother,  that  we  may  all  meet  again 
in  health.  I  hope  none  will  be  sick  when  1  return,  for  1  know  l  shall 
talk  so  fast  that  if  quiet  is  needful,  you  will  all  wish  me,  and  my  for¬ 
eign  lingo  again  among  the  Italians. 

Think  of  me  often  dear  absent  ones,  and  believe  that  you  arc  all 
fondly  loved  by 

Ellen  Stuart 

1  Letter  sent  to  Mrs.  William  Cairns,  Roslyn,  N.Y. 

-  Robert  Stuart,  born  at  Spezia  April  8,  1853. 

Richard  S.  Willis,  husband  of  Jessie  Cairns  Willis,  sister  of  Ellen  E.  Stuart. 
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Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  Api  il  28,  1 853 


11  I  again  plead  want  of  time  for  my  brevity,  you  will  naturally  ask 
II  hen  1  expect  to  get  time  ’—I  am  only  beginning  to  find  out  that 
I  have  been  useful  to  myself ,  if  to  no  one  else.  1  am  still  in  the  midst 
ol  house  cleaning,  and  every  thing  seems  to  move  one  loot  forward 
and  two  backward,  such  inefficiency,  or  laziness,  1  know  not  which, 
I  ha\e  nevei  met,  as  exists  in  all  1  hire— they  are  truly  feet  out  of 
joint  It  is  a  most  giancl  exercise  ol  patience — 1  think  it  is  having  its 
perfect  work— My  Man  is  about  as  bad  as  any,  all  seem  to  be  afraid  of 
(loinS  to°  much- The  fact  is,  we  are  a  real  burly  burly  sct-Unclc  is 
a  little  11101  e  tiouble  than  a  naughty  Boy — the  one  we  could  shut  up 
-the  other  we  have  to  permit— Never  mind,  that  blessed  Hope 
soothes  me  with,  “There  is  a  good  time  coming”— 

1  ell  dear  K— with  my  love,  that  some  ol  these  days  maybe,  I  shall 
write  to  her ,  in  the  meantime,  in  all  her  kitchen  domestic  troubles, 
not  foi  one  moment  to  lose  sight  ol  that  Angel  over  the  Right 
Shoulder— 111  her  pleasant  happy  loving  home,  had  she  good  servants, 
all  would  go  on  too  pleasantly,  the  most  insignificant  ol  our  trials 
tend  to  produce  a  more  entire  dependence  on  Christ— 

My  love  to  my  dear  Mary  k  Bessie  k  if  I  ever  get  settled,  1  will 
a  ns  wet  hei  delightful  letter —  1  ell  Mary  she  must  now  begin  to  im- 
press  on  Master  Loos  obstreperous  perverse  Spirit  the  truth  of 
1  hou  God  seeist  me”  and  soon  he  will  cease  to  touch  that  which 
does  not  belong  to  him— I  am  thankful  that  he  &  our  precious  Eliza 
are  getting  on  so  comfortably,  1  trust  that  all  will  end  well- 

La\  1111a  s  cleat  Bah^  is  a  little.*  Martyr — her  lace  all  over  in  sores — 
&  when  she  coughs  the  blood  gushes  from  her  nose  &  has  done  once 
or  twice  from  her  eyes— 

Robert1  is  in  bed,  we  think,  with  mumps,  his  neck  &  checks  are 
very  much  swollen— 

Your  intelligence  is  the  latest  we  have  had  from  John,  which 
makes  Lavinia  very  unhappy,  but  I  think  that  the  reason  he  does  not 
write  is,  that  he  is  on  his  way  home— 

Will  you  get  for  Kate  “Searching  Questions”  by  Ryle,  Author  of 
“Live  or  Dead”,  and  then  please  let  me  know  how  much  1  owe  you 
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so  that  I  can  settle  all  before  Gothcal  sends  up  my  May  jxiyts  -In¬ 
deed  I  am  very  much  driven— Love  to  all  &  much  to  yourself,  from 
your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

kind  regards  to  all  the  Taylors— Can  you  tell  me  what  is  keeping 
David  in  Wash? 

1  Robert  Smart— David’s  son. 

Detroit,  April  30th,  1853 
O  Dearest  kale,  how  sadly  I  am  disappointed— My  hat  has  arrived, 
beautiful  in  the  hand,  but  no  more  lit  for  me  than  my  double  veil 
would  be  for  Mary  Baker;  the  hat  might  do  for  a  Miss  of  filtcen- 
Surcly  Mrs  Baker  never  tried  it  on,  for  the  hats  which  she  has  se¬ 
lected  lor  me  have  always  been  exactly  the  thing,  and  why  in  the 
world  did  you  send  me  a  veil— I  did  not  want  it — 

Now,  this  way  of  thanking  you  is  about  as  kind  as  Mrs  Baker’s 
thanks,  from  the  Lady  for  whom  she  purchased  a  Mantilla— My  hat 
1  now  wear  is  exceedingly  Shabby— I  have  worn  it  a  year— Do  not 
try  to  get  an  other,  it  will  make  my  hat  come  to  too  much— I  pd  $1 
Transportation  on  the  one  sent,  it  looked  as  if  it  might  suit  Mrs. 
Ledyard— &  though  Mrs  Hulbert  sent  it  to  her— it  has  come  back, 

I  suppose  too  small  for  her— Be  kind  enough  to  send  me  the  Bill,  & 
perhaps  I  can  make  some  arrangement  with  Lowric— 

On  reading  what  I  have  written,  it  reads  like  scolding— it  is  the 
expense  1  shrink  from— My  expenses  are  unavoidably  very  great— 

II  Uncle  were  to  die,  1  believe  I  would  break  up  House  keeping— 
I  Ie  is  a  little  more  of  care  than  a  child  would  be- 

in  great  haste,  with  much  love  to  you,  Mr  B— Sc  Children,  from 

your  Afft.  Mother 

E.E.S. 

Letters  this  A.M.  1 8th  ins.  from  John— about  what  he  wrote  to 
Mr  Baker— we  hope  he  is  on  his  way  home— 


HI  JHIfi «I  y/«u- imiib  ilmm  pi#  nnll"J< 

,  tv'  1/1  I’iH/. 


(',  it  <|mi*  li  OIJ'jU 

{\nnu,>u\  '  t\'<w  »  Iininq  1  'll»  #wil  >u.A  » '»•  ( > 
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1  ‘  II  ‘Siii.iI>,  with  my  low,  ili.u  the  (hildien  .nv  « I « > i n ,•  well  &  he- 
url1  Viu"  KoIkm-i  lus  hern  si.  k  with  Mnmps&  Inst  his  Si  bool, 
lml  OM  I  Imp.  i<>  send  Inn,  Till  S.n ah  Mis  Mien  is  loo  ill 
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10  ,,,akc  "  low  k*  Imi  il  «  i lion  slii'  may  make  u  low  mi k 


I  )ea i  Son 


I  >ci mil ,  May  | ,  i  Srp{ 


1  l,i,vv  l"sl  “’“I  •'  h'tiei  li«»u  Kobei  i  .kind  I /nil  Sill,  nil  width 
d.iv  lu  Inn!  ,i  so,i  horn,  whom  In  lu.l  ahead)  named  Kobe  it  Small 
( ),u'  ,n"  I""1'  'I'*'  I'"' «.  wiwiif  dole  .mm mu,  ill;,  |,|,||,  o|  daughter1 
()|,IV  ,l‘>nk»  •'  l‘  t ICi  In  liai  It  us  1 1  nm  Italy  as  soon  as  nn.  Imm 

I't  ( .ingh.m  and  yet  oui  M  my  ate  nol  in  a  I  meigu  (  amnii  )  they 
ai,  j  u  sl  as  I  >ad  I  y  oil  as  1 1  ie  I  h  it  isl  i  \imy 

■  I'  I1'1"  I  tty  |"l  his  1ji(,u  Ini.  MSI  In  day  We  reed  a  Inn  a  Imm 
l“,m  1  ‘“hoi  gloomy,  im  « han>;c  lot  the  hi  u,  i ,  his  leliei  is  (land 
.l>d,  and  lie  had  I (solved  in  leave  isl  ol  May,  so  dial  we  shall  look 
hn  him  in  about  eight  days 

>'di  Masoun  lodge  paid  s  i  on  'Ibis  morning  Rcvil  Mi  Mill 
‘ailed  in  tell  me  that  nil  die  plasiei  1 1  iW  had  i  nine  wil  h  a  (  rash  to  (lie 
j;' omit  1  ol  l he  limit  Kooni  S  a  large  pie. .  1 1 mu  .  nil)  S  hall  Imm  an 
m  I  HI  mom,  ha,  k  pai  l  ol  the  house,  I  have  had  a  good  Mason  lo  look 
a i  il ,  K  lie  say  s  I  hn  e  is  no  hail ,  not  lime  enough,  il  is  pi  im  i pally  sand, 
should  I  not  ii)  lo  make  Mollal  nuke  it  light  It  will  cost  me  Imm 
S  |<»  i<»  $  |<»  to  tepaii  ii 

7*  h  Vnmsol  ;|Olh  till  is  jus!  n  ,  irvrtl,  all  hough  we  |  unless  to  have 
iwn  mails  pi  i  day  Imm  N.York  I  thank  yon  veiy  mm  h  Im  die 
nmihle  ) m i  have  la!  <  u  and  yotu  kindness  in  doing  ii  sn  promptly 
Only  Money  ill  the  (lily  is  based  I  shall  he  able  lo  make  a  cot  reel 
stall  m<  ill 

Mill  Sat  evening  Slieelei  pd  V:;t  y.r,  We  had  the  Iasi  a  week  ol 
1 1  •'  essa in  lain  dm,  Morning  bmk.  bright  k  hi  .mi  1 1 u I ,  hm  now 
( i  o  ( )i  Im  k)  ii  pom s 

I  asl,  u iglil  I  i ei  il  a  l<  1 1 ei  1 1 <  o 1 1  Can  R  R  ( .mum issimiei  s  di  sii  ing 
me  in  pay  llnee  Inslah  Man  h  Apnl.'vMay  min  die  M  i.  b.  I  ns. 
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Bank,  so  that  is  all  straight— this  pel.  how  does  my  ability  stand  to 
pay  G.  Porter? 

A  note  I  mm  Mr  Mill  this  morning  informs  me,  that  in  the  late 
hea\)  tain  his  root  leaks  like  a  Sieve”— I  suppose  I  shall  have  the 
u  hole  ol  the  house  to  new  plaster— of  course,  a  heavy  deduction  from 
my  Bank  fund— 

Oli,  I  am  weary,  ol  mankind,  how  short  the  time,  when  all  must 
give  an  account  of  how  they  plastered  &  shingled!! 

And  now,  dear  Kate,  a  lew  lines  to  you— always  in  haste, — Mow 
true  the  wicked  dig  a  pit,  Sc  they  themselves  fall  into  it — &;  truly  /  have 
lallen  in  the  Pit,  which  1  dug  lor  poor,  dear  Sarah!  and  now  truly 
I  tom  the  depths  ol  my  heart,  1  beg  your  forgiveness  for  my  unkind¬ 
ness— to  think,  that  in  the  midst  ol  your  perplexities,  trying,  heavy 
cares,  I  should  add  to  them,  in  sending  to  you  for  a  hat,  8c  then  by 
seeming  ingiatitudc,  trouble  you  about  it — but  I  was  so  sure  that 
poor  Sarah  had  in  spite  ol  my  charging  her  not  to  get  it  (for  1  was 
ah  aid  ol  her  extravagance  and  fashion)  sent  it  to  me,  1  wrote  alone 
lor  her  eye,  meaning  dishonestly  to  reprove  her  over  your  Shoulders 
—“Curses  like  little  chickens,  come  home  to  roost”— I  should  not 


think  that  Mrs  Baker  could  have  got  that  hat  near  her  head— It  is  a 
beaut il ul  hat  <v  I  have  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  rid  of  it— You  are 
right,  no  one  will  work  on  old  Marshall’s  last— With  all  my  caution 
&  sending  my  last  year’s  hat  for  a  pattern,  on  Saturday  Mrs  Lowrie 
sent  me  up  t  he  Ditto  ol  the  N.York  I  Ial— Now,  I  am  going  to  have  a 
Inline  made  for  my  head— 

But  1  have  found  a  Shoe  Maker,  who  1  guess  has  found  old  Mar¬ 
shall’s  last— My  Shoes  look  &:  feel  just  like  Marshall’s— 

I  suppose,  in  truth,  with  my  new  hat,  I  needed  a  Veil,  but  I  thought 
1  could  do  without  it,  but  as  I  have  it,  1  am  glad,  Sc  very  much  obliged 
to  you,  for  I  could  not  get  such  crape  here— 

My  heart  aches  for  you  with  your  Servants— I  see  in  the  N.York 
papers  a  cry  lor  places  by  “waitresses”,  Nurses  &  chambermaids,  who 
fill  both  departments,  with  high  recommendations  from  persons 
with  whom  they  have  lived  some  two,  some  three  years  See— 1  think 
the  cause  of  the  trouble  is  treating  them  with  too  much  considera¬ 
tion,  they  are  not  accustomed  to  it,  8c  immagine  themselves  some- 
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thing- when  they  are  nothing— too  ignorant  to  appreciate  your  kind¬ 
ness,  Jeshuron  like,  they  “wax  fat  &  kick”-— 

I  am  disappointed  in  hearing  of  dear  Bessie  having  the  Whooping 
Cough,  1  thought  that  she  k  Mary  had  it  when  all  the  children  at  the 
Sherman  House  had  it— 

You  know,  I  always  told  you  that  you  had  a  treasure  in  your  Cook 

You  ate  tight,  make  your  Cirls  work,  K:  then  they  can  command 
then  Set  \ ants,  because  they  will  leel  their  Strength,  K:  consequently 
the  it  independence  1  would  not  keep  a  Servant,  who  would  go  to, 
or  wish  to  give  Parties— The  fault  is  in  ottrselves-1  too  ruin  mine 
\\  ith  indulgence— I  know  that  I  spoil  them  lor  any  other  house— Get 
tid  of  yotn  stupid  one — Ilefore  you  know  it,  you  will  have  some 
destruction  of  property  that  will  vex  &  grieve  you  very  much— 

We  have  had  a  dreadful  season  ol  rain— today  seems  to  bid  fair  for 
clearing— 

Hoping  that  our  dear  John  is  on  the  way,  to  morrow  we  shall 
begin  to  expect  him  by  every  float— We  now  have  two  Eastern  Mails 
per  day— 

Mr  Baker  has  an  A/C  against  me,  which  I  wish  to  settle  while  Mr 
Gotheal  has  my  Money  in  hand — My  last  Quarter  was  somewhere  in 
the  Vicinity  of  $goo— I  suppose  it  cannot  be  less  now— 1  wish  to  send 
you  now $150— Scat  the  same  time,  to  pay  my  A/C  for  Mr  B— So  that 
I  will  draw  lor  $200  with  which  pay  Mr,  &  il  there  is  any  left,  buy 
some  little  thing  and  give  to  the  dear  children  with  a  Kiss  k  love 
from  Grand  Ma— 

I  hope  that  blessed  Boy  Looe  may  be  left  strong— I  have  dreaded 
the  effects  ol  \\  hooping  Cough  among  your  children — 

I  hope  Mrs  Baker  R:  Mrs  Griffin  will  not  go  out  until  your  family 
get  well,  and  you  get  in  good  Set  vants-Eife  is  too  short  for  us  to  be 
curtailed  of  any  part  by  faithless  ungrateful  Servants— 

Maj.  &  Mrs  Backus  leave  next  week  for  Santa  Eel!  1  see  by  N.York 
Papers  that  Dr.  Beaumont  is  dead,  from  the  effects  of  a  Fall— only 

think  of  suffering,  rheumatic . Mr  Gedney,  out  living  his 

wife!!  how  nnsearchible  are  God’s  ways!— how  continually  we  arc 
called  to  exclaim.  Be  still  and  know  that  I  am  God!! 


r.  \T'V  A  A  '  5\  KU  w 
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How  docs  David  sustain  his  expenses?  Were  he  a  Yankey,  1  could 
understaud,  he  is  not  one,  to  do  with  a  little,  I  am  afraid  he  is  living 
upon  his  anticipated  Congressional  funds— I  wish  1  could  not  think 
ol  things  which  ought  not  to  concern  me— Sarah  seems  as  happy  as  il 
she  had  J.  J.  Astor’s  portion— I  ndy,  where  Ignorance  is  bliss,  ’t is 
lolly  to  be  wise— 

Utu  le  is  well,  but  his  mind  is  worse  than  a  child’s— Miss  Rockwell 
unites  me  in  love  to  you,  &  kind  regards  to  Mr.  Baker— 

1  hat  you  may  be  a  bright,  strong  Christian  is  the  daily  prayer, 
with  much  love  for  you,  of  your  allectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Should  my  form  to  Mr  Gotheal  not  be  right,  I  send  my  name  over 
which  write  it  as  it  should  be— I  suppose  k— will  not  feel  compli¬ 
mented  in  my  insinuating  that  her  handwriting  may  pass  for  mine, 
but  I  guess  it  will— 

1  Hli/abeili  I'mma  Hillings  Turner  born  April  8,  1833  at  Fort  Croghan— the  same 
date  on  width  Robert  Stuart  was  born. 

-  See  Deuteronomy  32:  13. 


Detroit,  May  13th,  1853. 

My  dear  Kate 

I  write  in  haste  to  say  that  we  have  this  day  received  a  telegraph 
I  mm  John,  dated  Cincinnati,  saying  he  will  be  here  tomorrow  morn¬ 
ing! 1  1  he  boat  arrives  at  \  oclk.  in  the  morning  and  I  am  going  down 
to  meet  him.  Can  you  imagine  my  joy?  And  how  thankful  I  am  to  our 
merciful  Father  for  having  preserved  him!  Truly  God  is  good!  John 
wrote  he  was  better! 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Thorne  today  contained  the  information  that 
Kate-  had  a  baby,  a  young  miss!— and  begged  “Aunt  Beppy”  to  come 
on  and  spend  the  summer  at  the  East  for  Kate  needed  her!  A  letter 
from  Sarah  a  few  days  ago,  told  Mother  that  she  ought  by  all  means 
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to  spend  the  summer  in  Morristown,  for  Kate  needed  her!  What 
does  all  this  mean? 

Excuse  my  scrawl— love  to  all. 


In  haste— Yr.  a  lit .  Sister 

Lavinia. 


1  On  April  ip,  ,853  John  Stuart  had  been  detached  from  the  U.S.S.  Columbia  md 
Ixen  given  three  months’  sick  leave. 

-  Robert  Stuart  Cooper  on  May  5,  .y5«j  wrote:  "I  think  Kale  must  have  been  the 
daughter  of  Dr  1  home  who  married  the  sister  of  Mi/abeih  Emma  Sullivan  Stuart 
It  would  seem  logical  that  “Aunt  Heppy"  would  be  none  other  than  her  real  aunt,' 
bliAibeth  Sullivan  Stuart.  “Ueppy"  is  sometimes  used  for  Elizabeth 


Detroit,  May  i  j,  1853 

John  arrived  this  morning,  appearing  much  hotter  than  1  had 

hoped  to  see  him— he  lias  of  course  lost  much  flesh-looks  &  speaks 

\eiy  feeble— on  the  whole,  I  .1111  very  much  encouraged— 

I  °  day  I  have  pd,  151I1,  16th  &  17th  Instal.  $i>()tj.8o  Dollars- 

171,1  1(3  day  1>CLcrs  lxl  § 1  -.50— Boland  .ftir, -Barclay  lias  pd  his 

Interest  $50— Mason  Lodge  f  mo— 

Excitement  of  getting  home,  &c  &:c— all  over-Now,  we  see  him  as 
he  is— Miss  Rockwell,  who  1  esteem  as  an  excellent  judge,  as  well  as 
myself,  thinks  that  he  has  come  home  to  die!  77m  is  all  1  dared  to 
ask,  my  prayer  has  been  answered-he  has  been  brought  home-1 
seal cely  get  a  moment  to  write— 1  had  got  thus  far,  when  Mr  &  Mrs 
Porter  &  two  children  arrived,  and  spent  the  day  on  their  way  East— 
John  fails— I  rather  think  the  Doc.  has  no  hope  of  him— I  doubt 
\ei  y  much  if  their  dear  baby  will  be  raised— She  is  a  very,  very  feeble 
1  hild— I  feel  so  disturbed— so  unsettled— so  anxious  to  do— and  noth¬ 
ing  to  be  done,  that  I  am  not  fit  to  write— 

Love  to  K— Sc  the  children— 

With  much  love  to  you,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 


E.E.S. 


Hill  'it  \  W  v»n 
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John  &  Lavinia  beg  a  great  deal  of  love  to  you  both— She  had 
seated  herself  to  write  to  Kate,  but  when  1  told  her  that  1  was  writhe- 
to  you,  she  deferred  until  later  in  the  week— 

Miss  Rockwell  says,  “l  wish,  Mrs  S— ,  you  would  oblige  me  by 
always  remembering  me  in  kindness  to  Mr  &  Mrs  Raker— My  love 
to  Dave  &  Sarah— tell  them  the  Roys  are  well,  and  every  one  says  they 
.ire  as  good  boys,  kind  &  allectionate  K-  obedient,  as  they  ever  saw — 


Detroit,  May  23rd,  1853. 

My  dear  Kate 

I  received  yours  on  Saturday  and  was  very  glad  to  hear  that  your 
children  were  so  much  belter,  but  equally  sorry  was  1  to  know  your 
trouble  with  servants.  They  are  a  pest !  I  was  somewhat  amused  with 
your  description  ol  the  hub  bub  Mrs.  Raker’s  arrival  created,  but 
this  was  only  another  proof  added  to  the  many  already  given  that  you 
are  equal  to  any  emergency. 

Poor  John  is  very  feeble  indeed.  On  the  lust  day  he  arrived, 
Mother  thought  he  looked  much  better  than  she  had  expected.  But 
the  excitement  ol  getting  home  deceived  her,  as  he  was  so  brightened 
up  by  it.  Since  the  first  two  or  three  days,  we  have  felt  great  despond¬ 
ency.  Dr.  Stewart  alter  examining  his  lungs  thoroughly,  said,  as  did 
the  live  physicians  in  Pensacola,  that  his  left  lung  was  so  much  dis¬ 
eased  it  did  no  work  at  all,  and  that  the  right  lung  being  obliged  to 
do  double  duty,  was  laboring  very  hard,  and  was  in  danger  of  becom¬ 
ing  diseased  also.  He  says,  however,  that  the  case  although  quite 
alarming  is  not  hopeless,  he  trusts,  but  the  greatest  care  is  required. 
I  le  has  made  an  issue  on  his  left  arm,  hoping  it  may  draw  the  irrita¬ 
tion  from  the  lung.  Me  cannot  tell  yet  whether  the  disease  will  yield 
to  treatment,  but  he  is  doing  all  he  can.  Most  of  the  time,  John  is  as 
weak  as  an  infant,  he  coughs  almost  constantly,  has  had  profuse 
night-sweats  until  last  night,  when  (by  dint  of  dosing  with  vitriol  and 
Quinine)  he  had  a  tolerable  freedom  from  them.  He  has  lost  his  voice 
entirely,  so  that  he  can  only  whisper.  He  has  once,  twice  or  three 
times  a  day,  congestive  turns  when  his  blood  seems  to  be  stagnant, 
and  his  linger  nails  and  toe  nails  are  nearly  black.  Sometimes  I  feel 
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encouraged  about  him,  at  other  times  I  feel  quite  dispirited.  1  hope 
lie  ilia)  Ik*  better  soon,  as  the  weather  becomes  settled,  lie  took  a 
short  ride  (as  far  as  l he  Exchange)  on  Saturday. 

Mother  is  going  to  write  in  this,  and  I  will  close.  Love  to  all.  I  will 
write  you  again  soon.  Till  then,  Adieu,  and  believe  me  ever, 

Your  all t .  Sister 

Lavinia. 

(From  E.E.S.) 

I  can  no  more  think  nor  write,  I  am  perfectly  wretched.  We  must 
P‘u  ^  w  °U1  good,  kind  allectionate  dear  John!  1  look  upon  him  as 
gone.  A  lew  days  since  we  were  sit  ting  in  silence,  he  seemed  very,  very 
at  last  with  a  sigh  he  said  Oh  Mother,  I  wish  baker  and  Kate 
could  have  made  their  visit  now,  instead  of  the  Winter.”  Oh  Son, 
it  will  gi\ e  us  a  much  longer  visit  irom  them,  and  then  I  hope  you 
will  be  stronger  to  enjoy  their  visit,  lie  made  no  remark  but  looked 
very  sorrowful. 

Lavinia  has  earned  the  love  of  everyone  that  loved  him.  She  is  as 
indefatigable  devoted,  careful  Wife  as  I  have  ever  seen.  She  looks  at 
nothing,  thinks  of  nothing  (Self  never  comes  up)  but  John  and  his 
comlort.  She  runs  up  and  down  for  everything,  because  she  will  do 
all  his  waiting.  I  understand  this  feeling,  it  is,  that  none  shall  ever 
in  heart  feel  1  am  weary  of  waiting  on  him,  her  dear  baby  except  to 
wash  and  dress  it,  does  not  get  a  word  from  her.  I  made  her  bed  to 
lie  along  side  ol  Johns,  fearing  lor  her  health  if  she  slept  with  him. 
Tears  came  in  her  eyes  and  she  said,  Mother  I  care  nothing  for  my 
health,  he  would  rather  have  me,  and  1  will  not  leave  him,  and  this 
Spirit  manifests  itself  in  everything. 

1  know  it  will  gladen  your  heart  to  read  that  a  few  days  since,  feel¬ 
ing  greatly  distressed  to  know  whether  he  had  any  hope  in  Christ, 

I  ventured  upon  the  subject,  it  was  one  of  his  more  comfortable  days. 

I  said,  “dear  Son,  can  you  feel  with  Paul,  that  for  you  to  live  is  Christ, 
to  die  is  gain”?  I  watched  him  closely  and  felt  that  the  address  was 
acceptable.  With  great  frankness  and  no  hesitation  he  said,  ‘‘I  don’t 
know  Mother,  when  I  look  at  what  I  have  done  etc.  and  think,  Oh 
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yes,  now  you  think  you  arc  going  to  die,  cowardice  makes  you  fly  to 
religion.”  I  remarked,  Look  at  yourself,  have  you  done  more  than 
Peter,  or  David?  to  whom  and  of  whom,  Christ  said,  ‘‘Satan  has  de¬ 
sired  to  silt  thee  as  wheat”,  here  was  strengthening,  pitying,  compas¬ 
sionate  forgiving  Love,  and  “he  is  one  after  mine  own  heart.”  Cannot 
you  dear  Son,  go  to  Christ,  and  cry  Lord  save  or  1  perish!  "1  believe 
1  can  ,  but  il  I  should  be  restored,  and  be  found  again  professing  to 
be  a  Christian,  you  know  what  the  world  'would  say.  Son  turn  your 
back  upon  the  world,  its  Master  now  is  making  these  suggestions. 
You  are  not  the  world.  1  he  Chh.  claims  you  and  has  never  gi\cn  up 
its  claims.  Your  youthlul  delinquencies  are  all  forgiven  and  ioi got¬ 
ten.  ”1  know  they  have  been  very  kind.”  Your  choice  is  for  Christ? 
'  ()  ye. s”.  Then  you  can  say  for  you  to  live  is  Christ,  To  die  gain.  The 
tears  came  in  his  eyes,  and  1  thought  it  best  to  say  no  more. 

Since,  on  Sunday,  I  said  a  little  which  seemed  acceptable,  and 
should  it  please  God  to  call  him  tomorrow,  1  think  that  1  have  a 
settled  hope  that  altho  a  weak,  sickly  Lamb  of  the  Fold,  he  will  be 
sheltered  by  our  pitying  Saviour.  Oh  pray,  pray  unceasingl),  that 
God  will  shew  him  the  joy  of  his  salvation,  that  he  may  have  a  well 
grounded  hope  that  his  sins  for  Jesus’  sake  are  no  more  remembered. 

Yesterday  I  attended  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Roland,  another  bright 
Saint  added  to  the  glorious  redeemed  throng.  Her  last  work  was  to 
send  “Living  and  Dead”  (which  I  had  lent  to  her)  to  her  Minister 
and  requested  him  to  read  in  the  Prayer  Meeting  such  Chap,  as  she 


had  marked,  they  had  read  all  but  three. 

Uncle  is  in  line  health,  getting  fat,  but  Oh  how  imbecile  in  mind. 
Mrs.  Roland’s  death  puts  Rate  in  possession  of  about  $500  per  an. 
Emily  having  pd.  off  all  for  their  Cottage  will  enable  them  to  be  very 
comfortable. 

My  love  to  Mr.  Ik  and  the  dear  children.  I  reed,  a  letter  the  day 
before  from  Mr.  Ik  which  was  ten  days  old!! 

With  much  love  to  you  from  your 


A  li  t.  Mother, 


E.  E.  S. 
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n  Detroit,  May  yf>,  1853 

Dear  Son— 

1  0  n,orrow  wc  Iook  for  Dave  s  family-Poor  John  sits  beside  me 
who  with  Lav  1  ilia  send  yon  &  K-nnich  lovc-I  do  not  know  what  to 
say  about  John-one  day  I  will  give  up  every  hope  of  his  living- 
ail  other,  I  (eel  sure  that  he  will  recover— at  times,  he  is  exceedingly 
dejected— A  lew  days  ago,  he  sat  apparently  in  deep  thought,  &  at 
length  said,  “Mother,  I  am  very  sorry  that  Sister  K-did  not  make 
her  visit  now,  instead  ol  leaving  it  until  Fall” — I  said,  cheerfully, 
“Oh,  I  think  it  better  as  it  is-Now,  you  are  too  unwell  to  enjoy  her 
visit  it  would  cast  a  gloom  over  her  &c  but  by  fall  I  trust  you  will  be 
so  far  recovered  that  you  will  altogether  hav  e  a  very  happy  Winter” 

—Great  presumption!  after  what  we  have  been  called  to  pass 
through—  1 

We  lejoicc  that  your  dear  children  are  through  with  Wdiooping 
Cough-Mad  not  Lavinia’s  poor  little  sufferer  been  much  worse  than 
now,  I  should  tell  you  that  now ,  she  had  the  Whooping  Cough!!  very 
severely— 

Uncle  is  well  &  bright  for  him-Wilh  much  love  to  you,  from 
your 

Alien ionate  Mother, 

EES. 

Miss  Rockwell  has  made  an  abiding  request— “Mrs  S— ,  always 
remember  me,  with  great  respect,  to  Mr  &  Mrs  B-” 


My  dear  Kitty 


Detroit 

Sunday,  5th  } line,  1  853. 


Do  not  believe  me  indifferent  to  your  anxiety  about  poor  John,  or 
negligent  of  my  promise  to  write  you  immediately  on  my  arrival. 
1  was  delated  on  the  road  at  Buffalo  on  business,  and  only  reached 
home  on  Friday  evg. 
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Poor  John  looks  very  badly.  He  is  pale,  thin,  and  Dr.  Stewart  told 
me  he  had  little  or  no  hope  of  him,  he  says  his  left  lung  is  nearly 
gone,  he  thinks,  that  the  other  he  believes  to  be  sound,  his  greatest 
immediate  dangei  proceeds  from  the  weakness  and  exhaustion  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  losing  of  the  diseased  lung,  that  he  may  sink  under  the 
process  of  its  decay.  If  he  shall  have  the  strength  to  go  to  Lake  Su- 
pei  tor,  it  may  save  him.  Stewart  thinks  so,  and  I  know  half  a  do/en 
instances,  when  the  Patients  were  as  fatally  ill  as  he  seems,  whose 
health  has  been  altogether  restored  by  that  climate. 

I  Ie  has  a  seaton  in  his  arm  to  relieve  the  intense  pain  in  his  chest, 
acute,  just  over  or  behind  the  lei t  nipple.  lie  is  very  cheerful,  talks 
all  the  time,  to  his  manifest  injury  and  exhaustion,  but  only  in  a 
whisper,  he  has  entirely  lost  his  voice. 

I  uesday  he  intends  to  leave  lor  Philadelphia  to  consult  an  emi¬ 
nent  surgeon  there,  who  is  supposed  to  be  peculiarly  skilled  in  pul¬ 
monary  disease.  Like  most  victims  of  this  insidious  and  treacherous 
complaint,  he  has  serious  doubts  whether  it  his  lungs  or  liver!  is 
likening  his  own  symptoms  and  ailing  to  this  and  the  other  case  of 
whic  h  he  has  heard,  when  the  Patient  was  treated  lor  consumption 
while  in  truth  his  disease  was  in  the  liver,  etc. 

That  his  is  a  threatening  if  not  surely  fatal  case  of  rapid  consump¬ 
tion  I  have  no  sort  ol  doubt,  a  dreadful,  fcarlul,  melancholy  case, 
and  yet  I  lux  e  the  greatest  hope ,  almost  confidence  in  the  advantages 
of  getting  him  into  the  Lake  Superior  region.  He  sits  up  and  walks 
about  the  house  and  yard  all  the  time,  but  is  soon  exhausted,  is  very, 
very  weak,  he  drives  out  each  pleasant  day. 

You  will  undoubtedly  see  him  while  he  is  below,  perhaps  my  sweet 
sister  lor  the  last  time,  dont  discourage  him  by  word  or  look ,  it  is  very 
bad,  we  keep  up  his  spirits  and  hope,  it  is  very  necessary. 

Mother  is  very  well,  Lib  is  well,  her  baby  I  have  not  seen.  Kiss  the 
dear  children  for  me  and  believe  me  your  loving  and  attached 

Brother. 

(Endorsed:  D.  Stuart,  June  5,  1853.) 
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Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  June  7,  1 853 


Alter  a  journey  of  five  days,  your  welcome  letter  of  1st  June  is 
recievcd— 

David  only  arrived  on  Thursday,  &  I  suppose  has  nut  had  time  to 
w  rite! 

hie  this  reaches  you,  you  will  have  learned  from  himself,  how  our 
dear  dying  loved  one  is-with  great  reluctance,  he  has  been  urged, 
logo  to  Philadelphia  to  consult  Dr  Jackson  (this  we  wish  kept  a  pro¬ 
found  secret)  &  hoped  that  journeying  might  do  something  for  him 
-I  believe  here ,  is  but  one  opinion  of  him,  that  he  cannot  live-my 
only  prayer  to  God  is,  that  he  may  prepare  himself  lor  what  ever  he 
has  before  him— if  it  please  God  to  restore  him,  that  he  may  incline 
his  heart  to  make  an  entire  consecration  of  himself  to  Mini— if  it  be 
his  holy  will  to  take  him  hence,  that  he  may  grant  him  peace  in  be- 
lie\  ing  &:  encirt  le  him  in  his  arms  of  love  &  mercy,  S:  bear  gently  to 
his  Eternal  rest-how  soon,  &  Earth  for  us  all  will  have  been  ex¬ 
changed  for  Eternity— I  Ie  is  exceedingly  dejected  — 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  dear  Eliza’s  illness— I  should  think  that  she 
had  eaten  something  that  deranged  her  stomach-While  we  were  at 
1  1  filing,  Mary  had  just  such  a  night  scene,  it  was  melancholy- 
Our  dear,  dear  Bessie— You  know  we  always  marked  her  lor  a  deli¬ 
cate  one!  How  we  shrink  from  the  thought  of  disease  preying  upon 
them!  Why?-becausc  we  fear  to  part  with  them!  Would  one  of  us, 
if  we  could,  bring  back  to  this  world  of  sorrow,  suffering,  disappoint¬ 
ments  and  death,  our  glorified  Spirit,  whirled  from  us,  as  if  by  a 
flash  ol  Lightning?  Oh,  no,  I  would  not,  I  know,  Sc  I  know  1  loved 
her1  as  much  as  I  was  capable  of  loving  any  thing— This  Earth  is  not, 
n°r  must  not  be,  our  rest— God  leads  us  mysteriously— but  wisely— 
Oh,  twenty  times  a  week  my  wicked  rebellious  heart  whispers- 
“Robert  Stuart  taken,  Uncle  left!”  And  soon,  I  suppose,  1  shall  com¬ 
plain  at  the  withering  of  an  other  gourd  &  see  him  still  my  shadow!! 

I  low  delightful  to  have  these  short  visits  from  your  dear  respected 
lather— I  hope  K— had  better  servants  than  she  had  when  your 
Mother  Sc  Cristine  were  there— 
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David  went  down  with  John  to  meet  Sarah  at  Bulfalo-1  write  in 
haste,  as  usual— Love  to  Rate  &  dear,  dear  children— with  much  for 
yoursell,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 


1  I. inti  Idiimy  Baker,  dearly  loved  by  her  grandmother— and  all. 


Detroit,  Tune  8,  1 8 rot 

DearSon- 

I  am  expecting-  Dave  &  Sarah  this  evening,  and  am  exceedingly 
anxious  to  hear  how  our  dear  John  stood  the  trip  to  Buffalo— T  could 
not  sleep  last  night,  fretting  lest  he  had  attempted  to  ride  to  Albany 
m  one  (Li)  1  his  was  his  plan  when  he  left,  because  “he  rode  in  one 
da)  I  i  om  Clint  innati  to  Sandusky  ’ — he  &  I — I  most  ignorantly  forgot 
th.it  lie  was  loin  weeks  weaker — I  beg  you  to  let  me  know  immedi¬ 
ately  what  you  think  ol  him— &  i(  traveling  is  going  to  injure  instead 
cnclitting  Inin,  urge  him  immediately  upon  his  return  from 
Philadelphia,  to  come  directly  to  Midi.— I  feel  as  if  Dct.  is  the  only 
air  lor  him,  unless  he  is  benefit  ted  by  traveling— Advise  him  to  avoid 
Long  Island  as  much  as  possible,  the  air  there  is  very  severe — Their 
Babe  we  think  very  much  better— 

I  ell  them  that  Matilda  Jones  is  going  to  be  married  tomorrow 
Morning  &  leave  immediately  in  the  S.  Boat— 

\\  it h  much  love  to  K— Sc  children,  John  &:  L— Sc  much  to  yourself, 
from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Detroit,  June  i  i  ,  1 853 

Dearest  Kate— 

It  seems  an  age  since  I  wrote  to  you,  but  for  the  last  two  months 
it  seemed  impossible  for  me  to  do  much  more  than  to  keep  Mr  Baker 
advised  of  business  matters  here— 
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Sarah  told  me  that  you  had  decided  on  accompanying  her  to  De¬ 
troit,  but  was  prevented  by  Eliza’s  illness!!  I  am  reading  Flavel1  on 
the  the  ‘  Providences  of  hod”,  and  it  leads  me  to  watch,  and  if  we 
have  committed  our  all  to  God,  it  is  truly  wonderful  to  see,  how 
much  may  hang,  on  what  to  us,  seems  a  litt  le  event— The  Cars  which 
bore  John  to  the  East  past  the  Cars  whic  h  were  bringing  Sarah  West, 
had  you  been  there  the  whole  object  of  your  visit  would  have  been 
1  rustrated— what  inconsistent,  weak,  vacillating  creatures  we  are, 
how  inexpressibly  happy,  that  we  cannot  direct  our  own  ways!  Be¬ 
fore  he  came  home,  1  never  put  up  but  one  prayer  relative  to  him, 
this  granted,  instead  of  taking  it  &  being  thankful,  1  gave  him  no 
peace,  until  I  got  him  from  home— I  am  anxious  to  hear  Mr  Baker’s 
opinion  ol  him,  1  hope  the  journey  may  benefit  him— their  dear 
child  for  months  has  had  a  fiery  violent  eruption  all  over  her  Body 
has  almost  blinded  her— her  general  health  is  good— her  appetite 
good  R:c  the  Docs,  and  all  put  it  down  to  teething— with  great  con¬ 
ceit,  yet  nevertheless  certainty,  /  have  this  day  decided  it  is  Salt 

Rheum!!  Accordingly  I  am  going  to  dose  her  with  the  Yellow  Dock, 
Sarsaparilla— 


Saiuh  has  told  your  wonderful  secret- — Now,  I  do  not  want  to  in¬ 
terfere  between  Man  &  'Wife— you  know  1  believe  in  the  supreme 
headship  ol  the  Man  therefore  alter  submitting  my  proposals  to 
head  cpiai  ters,  and  he  objects,  that  settles  my  Airy  Cast le,  Resolution 
k:  1  l eamble— Seeing  that  in  perfect  health,  and  no  encumberances, 
you  aie  tormented  out  ol  your  life  with  Servants,  what  will  it  be, 
when  you  are  taken  from  your  family,  R:  no  eye  left  below!!  Now,  my 
plan  is  that  you  come  here  to  be  confined,  bring  your  good  faithful 
Catherine  with  you,  it  will  be  a  change  for  her  &  do  her  good-R: 
much  easiei  lot  you  to  travel,  than  after — You  may  not  have  tilings 
cjuite  as  refined  as  you  would  in  Morristown,  but  you  will  have  it 
good  enough  &  an  easy  mind  &  relief  from  care— If  Mr  B-objects  to 
the  time,  let  him  do  as  he  did  at  St  Peter’s,  come  with  you  &  stay  a 
while,  R:  return  R:  make  his  arrangements  to  stay  in  Del.  the  winter 
-Now  traveling  is  as  easy  in  Winter  as  in  Summer-Change  of  air 
Avill  benefit  the  children— I  wish  you  could  return  with  John,  but  1 
suppose  t  hat  will  be  too  soon — Wh  ite  R:  let  me  know  your  decission— 
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I  suppose  our  dear  John  is  with  you— we  hope  he  will  1  cel  able 
0,1  lus  l  ot  urn,  to  go  to  L.  Superior— Now,  till  the  middle  ol  July, 
is  the  Season  he  should  be  spending  there— he  did  not  contemplate 
being  absent  more  than  three  weeks — 

1  beg  you  to  have  a  conversation  with  him  upon  his  eternal  Wel- 
l,u e— 1  cannot  but  hope  that  he  is  one  of  the  leeble,  tottering  ones 
of  Christ’s  sympathy  &  that  he  will  be  led  to  a  full  consecration  ol 
liimsell  to  Christ— so  that  for  him  to  live  will  be  Christ  &  to  die,  gain 

—  1  only  ask  that  Cod  will  prepare  him,  for  whatever  he  has  in  store 
lor  him— 

Love  to  the  children— I  am  glad  to  hear  that  dear  Eliza  is  well— 
Marion  is  very  much  swelled,  but  plays  around,  the  baby  is  not 
well— 

My  h>\  e  to  Mr  B,  John  8:  Lavinia,  &:  much  lor  yoursel f,  f rom  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 


I  he  day  before  yesterday  Mrs.  Sheldon  arose  from  the  Dinner 
1  able,  staggered  S:  fell  dead!— Apoplexy— a  few  days  before,  in  talk¬ 
ing  of  leaving  home,  she  said  she  was  afraid  that  if  she  did,  her  hus¬ 
band  (who  has  been  ill  a  year)  might  die,  while  she  was  gone!  Hut 
she  has  lei l  him 

1  John  I' lave! — ifiijo?—  iG<)i — a  Non-Conformist  who  lived  in  England. 

2  Kate's  baby  was  due  in  September  18133. 


Philadelphia,  June  14th  -53 

My  dear  Kate 

I  can  only  say  a  few  words  to  send  by  the  afternoon  mail.  Dr.  Jack- 
son  has  just  examined  John  and  pronounces  his  left  lung  diseased 
and  conlirms-in  every  respect  the  opinion  of  other  physicians.  He 
thinks  tubercles  have  formed  on  the  left  lung,  but  thinks  that  by 
proper  care  the  disease  may  possibly  be  arrested.  He  says  the  only 
object  to  be  arrived  at  is  to  build  up  the  constitution  and  advises 
going  as  soon  as  possible  to  Lake  Superior.  He  is  coming  to  see  John 


Id,,  j  1  lliv/  ji\  o  Oil  j.r-no{  fl  vf  >i  mlo[  n;  b  fi">  ixoqqu*  1 
yluj  lo  -jilibirti  jfh  Hi  j  ,wo>  -  rouoqn*  .J  o»  oj*  oi  ,11mm  dd  n 
ui (•!([  1  ii  >li io>  Jon  bib  -jioih  ^mbnoq*  30  bluoib  oil  mviix'  oil ' 

—tjbjow  j'j  ii!j  nr.ili  u'lofii  Jtrj*<Jj«}>iii  1 
1 >7/  li  oi  uoqn  nrlri  i'iiw  <i«  iJfimv.uo  i:  v  il  o  uu/  g'x!  1 

,  ,,  .  ,ij  ,JU  I  ,)l  Ifl)  lo  3fio  y'l  ‘>d  !■;  K\<  ..  m!  »<>:  t\  >  ' 

lo  lit «i j 1  J ,  jfioj  ilu'1  I.  .1  b-jf  3(1  lib/  x!  lull  /  f  br.t|!MYi  *  *n  1 

.•/boi^  jr/ui:>3d  lib/  o/if  oiinifl  ut  i;ri  m*-  J?  i  ffU  <>»  U>o  li 
>i  >>a  ,  i  vii  rw  >i»  •;//  io!  .» tiirl  oicfpruj  Hivr  bo,)  ;  n;  vino  ! 

11  ?  .  .  ;!  i  ii ;  ;oil  oi  '  .1;,  no.  I— nrnblii  )  o  Ij  ol  ««••'  ’> 

jon  *t  ydhti  Jth  miikhe  *y'.iq  J«d  »boll v t*  H  >14111  {'•>/  ?i  iiout  ' 

,Txb  '  Jj.noinsli/ 

C»  ,f  1  ul  nool  > i<5  .<  4  v >o>l  »»  7  1  *  l 

Jb;i  if!  .  vied  d  :b  vril  u-'</.-Jc|oqA  -lbi:jb  >hl  b'jvj;  u/jhli. 
nn\  13,1  ,bd)  >  \\  Ji.fi  bifiili  PEV/  ufabi  <  3/b  .afiiorl  nvA  Jo  gi 

ji(H  >no  ?.i  »/  yndw  ,3ib  bikini  (n.  1  Ill  no  •  .  0  7  ht  . 

.1,  I  j ivi  1»«  I  iSvi  3  cioV1  h*  l|  !*>’<  •.  f  >•''  | 

i  ■  ,  ■'  ■  n  •  -/l 


££  •  d)|. :  nu  |  ,i;i,  -t  b- '  \1 


,  ri  Ii.  •><..  m>  4j  brrt>2  oJ  ->  -vr/ojl  j.  {bio/tof 
i  »rj,jyio  ftoi  hi.  <.  •  «>  riuoiioiq  bn;  nriof  b  imi;/:.*  i *u{v  l  a 
,H  nj  'tjdio  ,  )  (  >um;  >  d.  f  in.orn  Ii.oj  bi 

V,,  .  . f i j  ,.bmi)  Jii : j  v,nui  d  »i  urlj  no  baifnol  .iVEfl  oihfodnJ  ^ni 

Ifio  st  1  *t  -y  j  !  Ay  i«3  n«  *jd  (id  voq  vnin  3  ;j«ib  odl  J  i  r.  >  r  »qo 
?j«ivbfc  bnfj  noiu  liiitK  .*  uri  qn  blind  )  ^I  Ji*  b^vi  rffi  xl  oi  J  >  >[< 
iTiio?  -yji  oi  ^nmro3  *i  3H  u.»i  rx|iici  o^n.l  oj  ‘jfdi^oq  m  notv  *r»$ui 


.s'  tua  n  r  letters 


again  this  evening,  and  wants  to  see  him  again  tomorrow,  so  we  can¬ 
not  leave  here  as  we  expected.  He  says  any  exposure  would  increase 
the  disease  beyond  control,  recommends  perfect  quiet,  no  violent 


exci  cisc,  etc.  1 1  is  lime  was  Inn  1  ted  this  morning,  hu  1  I  will  write  you 
alter  he  comes  again,  lie  says  the  right  lung  is  yet  sound,  but  the 


least  imprudence  or  exposure  would  do  great  injury. 

My  hand  trembles  so,  I  can  hardly  write  at  all.  But  you  will  excuse 
it  and  believe  me 


Ever  yrs.,  I .avinia. 


Detroit,  June  21,1 853 

Dear  Son— 

I  trust  that  you  have  not  thought  me  insensible  to  your  kindness, 
in  keeping  me  informed  of  my  precious  John,  but  since  reel  of  your 
Inst  after  his  arrival  until  today,  I  have  been  totally  unable  only  to 
drag  myself  about  the  house,  R:  lor  two  days  was  too  weak  to  sit  up— 
My  appetite  left  me  entirely,  but  rest  R:  lasting  have  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful,  and  today  I  am  well,  but  very  weak— 

Our  dear  little  martyr  Bab)1  seems  no  better— 1  do  not  believe  she 
will  live,  but  like  her  poor  lather,  she  is  the  most  patient,  silent,  un¬ 
complaining  little  sufferer  1  ever  saw— 

Your  account  of  my  best  Boy  fills  me  with  anguish,  ah  ho  Dr 
Stuart  (as  a  Christian)  told  me  he  had  no  hope  for  John,  yet  1  line! 
I  was  building  much  on  his  visit  to  Morristown— I  relied  more  on 
your  practical  judgement,  &  fondly  hoped  to  have  had  you  say,  that 
you  did  not  believe  it  was  consumption,  but  all  is  over, ■&  1  find  that 
Earth  can  yet  alford  sorrow  bitter  enough  to  wring  my  lacerated 
heart— When  sweet  Fanny  was  whirled  from  us,  I  felt  sure  that  her 
death  did  not  cause  my  sorrow,  it  was  the  terrible  manner— My 
treacherous  heart  is  now  exposed,  it  was  death,  my  gourd  withered, 
and  now  I  understand  all— I  wish  you  &  lv— could  have  had  some 
conversation  with  my  precious  Boy— I  cannot  but  entertain  a  hope  for 
him,  yet  I  want  him  to  realize  R:  appropriate  to  himself  the  fullness, 
the  sufficiency  of  Christ,  Rj  be  comforted  by  it— l  think,  with  you, 
that  he  thinks  very  much  of  the  subject,  and  as  you  remark,  he  docs 
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not  lack  intelligence  on  the  subjcct-Oh,  I  trust  that  you  both  will 
make  him  a  subject  of  special  prayer,  that  his  faith  may  be  substance, 
that  Christ  will  reveal  himself  to  him  as  he  docs  not  unto  the  world, 
and  that,  whether  he  live  or  die,  he  may  be  the  Lord’s— I  am  yet 
hoping  much  from  L.  Superior— May  God,  in  his  love  &  infinite 


mercy  R:  goodness,  guide  Redirect  all,  &  teach 
in  his  holy  will— 


me  entire  acquiescence 


^  es,  I  am  sure  poor  K— is  crushed,  she  has  not  recovered  from  the 
preceding  crashes,  but ’t  is  sweet  to  know  that  if  we  are  Christ’s,  these 
only  work  out  for  us  in  Eternal  weight  of  Glory— 

We  had  a  sudden  death  in  our  neighborhood  last  week— Judge 
O  Keel  went  to  bed  in  his  usual  health,  became  ill  through  the  night 
K  died  before  (i  Ot  lock— his  sister  was  in  N.York  where  she  had  gone 
to  see  her  niece  M iss  Lee  take  the  Veil— 


All  C .ass  has  ai rived  has  cast  Sun  Shine  m  his  before  gloomy 
home— he  seems  shocked  to  find  his  “sisters  so  much  changed,  grown 
exceedingly  old”  &c— while  he  is  more  improved  in  mind  Sc  manners 
than  any  Man  I  ever  saw— 


Mr  Duffield  hopes  to  be  home  ist  of  August— I  send  you  a  paper 
with  C.R.R.  proceedings— I  hope  I  have  done  right  in  signing 
W.ll.A.  Paper— I  suppose  nothing  more  than  my  name  is  necessary— 
My  love  to  K— &  my  dear  children,  with  much  to  you,  dear  Son, 
from  your 


Affect ionate  Mother 


1  John  Stuart’s  baby  Fanny. 


E.E.S. 


Detroit,  June  22nd,  1853 

Dear  Son— 

Our  weather  is  intensely  hot,  yet  we  are  favored  with  a  cool  house, 
and  a  breeze  from  the  Water,  which  silences  all  complaint— My 
blessed  John  must  have  had  a  trying  day,  yesterday,  but  a  most  de¬ 
lightful  night  on  the  Lake,  and  we  arc  hoping  to  recieve  him  by 
Three  this  afternoon— 

He  arrived,  as  I  expected,  very  much  exhausted  from  the  fatigue 
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S  'J'UA  R  T  I.  ETT ERS 


C)l  travel,  this  morning  seems  brighter— I  le  will  now  nourish  all  his 
st  length,  by  quiet,  &  care  I  ill  diet  lor  a  week,  when  I  hope  lie  will  be 
able  to  start  lor  L.  Superior— 

This  morning  yours  of  June  16th  is  handed  me,  having  I  should 
think,  made  the  rounds  of  the  Lower  Lakes,  as  the  last  P.Mark  is 


Millivakie— by  way  of  a  change— 

I  only  waited  your  answer  to  give  Dr  Cr  for  the  Dwight  portion, 
in  these  things  I  am  scrupulously  particular— 

G.  Porter  arrived  Yesterday  Morning-&  I  will  get  him  to  invest 
•Seooo  for  Dr- 

Love  to  all  with  much  to  yourself,  from  your 


Affectionate  Mot  her, 

is.  E.  Stuart 


a  p  d  John  and  Lavinia  beg  to  be  most  all ect  innately  remembered 
to  )ou  both  L  to  dear,  kind  Mrs  Stiles,  to  whom  please  say,  with  my 
love,  I  thank  her  for  her  kind  attention  to  my  poor  boy— They  both 
speak  with  great  gratitude  ol  yours  &:  Kate’s  allectionale  care  &  atten¬ 


tion  \\  hen  he  told  me  ol  Kate  meeting  him  at  the  boat,  lie  wept— 
pool,  deal  Hoy,  he  is  gone!!  It  matters  not,  if  he  has  committed  his 
soul  to  Christ— this  now  is  all  my  care— 


Detroit,  June  ay,  1853 

Dearest  Kate— 

1  need  not  say  that  I  was  really  delighted  at  the  reciet  of  a  letter 
I  rom  you,  alt  ho  part  ol  its  contents  disappointed  me— I  had  made  up 
my  mind  that  you  would  gladly  shake  off  Servants,  house  &  care, 
L  altho  you  might  not  have  the  same  comforts  here  during  your 
confinement  as  you  would  in  your  own  home,  the  very  resting  of 
your  mind,  would  be  a  sufficient  inducement— 

I  am  glad  that  you  have  decided  on  bringing  Margaret— She  is  too 
valuable  to  lose,  and  besides,  it  will  renovate  her—  the  change  will 
benefit  her  and  if  she  should  not  be  just  such  a  Nurse  as  you  could 
wish,  she  will  be  better  than  one  out  of  ten— Have  you  no  German 


f,\  \*V  \  1\  \  JU  y\  i 


n\  Ik  lUnuoti  wad  llivr  oll-ioiif#  rtl  *myy  jiniu  dii  *iifs  A-xn,  i  'o  ,  ^ 

loi'iocpi^  .1  iol  yir.uui  All. 

i  hM  A  i  .1  'MU  /i.  ,  '  tj  "o.l  Jili  lo  Amuoi  ooj  ohr.ui  Iniiit 

,,  ick  j  ill*  i  //Cl  jd»  iol  iDiCI  y  oJ  TJ/tAiu.  n  <v(  boll)//  ylno  1 

j,.  Hi'//  I  :£  juiin  iol/!  [»;1>  jic  //  bwiTTfc  ooJ  fO‘ 

i  Cl  in!  OOOS$ 


i  ir.uJ?.  I  .  i 


(cio f i  loajuov  o  /! jUfri  r! iive  lis  OJ  d/o.I 


h-jtfefft  >m  i  /!  jo!?  od  o! ;j  >■  ’  ciffivB.  bnn nf!o|  — frtfcfi 


•j  jiul  &  )<  •  jirji  *ji:i  in  L  mlgilob  y ' I •i'/i  <411  v/  1  jmIi  (j.<j  JOi  » x>y  * 
i(i/  Aituii  in.il  I— om  boffifoqijftfiL  <im  ,  M.oiMi  lo rinq  oil  in;  ,no<  moil 
,-jiu  /  j,  it  or'  -i. i  i  i  lit  twb.fb  fiii'ilrt  -  "  '**  :t<  ,J  1  km  "  V,! 
Wi  uiini)  n  ^hoIuioj  owii*  *x 1 1  >vj  ■  Ml  on  1  r  ‘  !  *  v 

inu,'  )ub(  iu*ji  H  i<  ~>t!  bloow  ,!>'U.  nit.. 

blue  '  IK>7  zr;  Of  ili/t  n  flit)/.  J2ij(  otl  Jon  bJo  >d?  rb  li  inn.  mi  /I  >uo<l 
nnunoi)  on  uoy  ovrll-riol  lo  luo  out)  /null  lOUou  o<l  Ui.w  Ji'i  j'wr 


STUART  LETTERS 


5:5!) 

Servants  among  you?  They  are  much  better,  as  a  general  thing  than 
Irish— 

I  do  not  get  time  to  read,  or  write,  k  you  must  not  be  dissatisfied 
with  m)  letter,  if  it  is  belter-shelter— My  mind  at  best  weak,  is  so 
nervus  that  I  cannot  think  or  write  systematically— 

l'ii  st  then,  1  speak  of  what  is  nearest  our  hearts— John  is  certainly 
much  better,  his  last  four  days,  (with  the  exception  of  having  raised 
blood  yesterday)  have  been  as  comfortable,  &:  he  as  well  as  he  was 
last  winter— Very  little  cough— No  chills— No  night  sweats— Sc  a  re¬ 
markable  appetite,  &  that  for  substantial:  Beef,  Lamb,  Green  Peas, 
Cucumbers  &c  &  certainly  has  gained  strength— looks  much  better 
and  is  in  fine  Spirits— He  would  have  left  for  L.  Superior  next  Satur¬ 
day,  but  a  very  large  party  were  going  up  &  he  rather  shrunk  from 
it— he  proposes  going  next  Saturday  i.e.-cjth— he  wishes  Mr  Baker 
L  Doctor  to  read  l)r  Jackson’s  views— I  now  enclose  the  letter,  &  will 
you  send  it  to  Doctor  I  tinier  k  ask  him  to  send  it  back  to  John— 

You  speak  of  my  going  to  L.  Superior— He  earnestly  wishes  me  to 
go  &  leave  Lavinia  with  the  Baby,  &  this  is  as  it  should  be-Shc  can 
do  nothing  for  him,  rather  needs  some  one  to  do  for  her— yet  I  feel 
it  is  coming  between  Man  k  Wife  in  rather  a  dangerous  manner— 
\  el  1  am  sure  she  cannot  do  the  least  thing  for  him— I  have  excellent 
Servants  &  1  should  be  afraid  to  lose  them— I  am  more  S:  more,  as 
I  adv  ance  in  life,  dependent  on  my  Servants— 

I  notice  your  remarks  on  the  providence  of  God— When  he  so 
often  speaks  to  us  by  his  providences,  are  we  not  stupid  k  slow  of 
heart  in  not  committing  all  our  thoughts  &  steps  unreservedly  to  his 
guidance.-1  hi  Eternity  we  shall  learn  what  great  losers  we  have  been 
in  restraining  prayer  &  not  putting  ourselves  wholly  in  his  guidance 
— /  know  that  in  answer  to  prayer,  he  governs  my  family—/  cannot 
command— Never  could,  but  my  allairs  move  on  as  calmly,  peace¬ 
fully  Xj  systematically  as  well  can,  considering  the  elements  which 
compose  it— I  have  made  up  my  mind  that  I  k  my  daughters  have  to 
go  actively  through  life— You  see  some  who  seem  to  float  along  with¬ 
out  even  the  trouble  of  thinking— while  we  seem  to  be  driven  beyond 
what  is  common— think  of  poor  Mary,  with  means— k  a  kind  indul¬ 
gent  husband,  yet  she  seems  not  to  have  had  time  to  go  composedly 
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through  her  confinement,  but  before  her  child  is  two  weeks  old,  she 


is  about  her  house  &  having  the  whole  charge  of  her  infantl-It  is 
all  ordered  &  wiscly-I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  dear  little  Eliza’s 


well  done— 


John  talks  constantly  of  Looe  k  I  am  thankful  as  he  was  so  tardv 


1  el  low,  Sc  so  pretty,  so  "we  1 1  lormed  to  look  upon— precious  boy,  m 


ous  hoy,  may 


God  now  seal  him  for  his  service,  that  he  may  be  His  when  he  makes 


up  his  jewels— 


\  Oil  Will  tl  ulv  bf»  r 'i t\l/>  iJinn  ,1...  i.  _  -.1 


a  Man  ol  sense,  will  soon  become  disgusted  looking  at  pretty  white 


KJ  O  O  IU  111111  ill  Mi  will  II  I  Hj 

is  leady  to  go  down  1  own,  to  take  them  R:  j)iit  them  in  their  proper 
place— and  hand  him  his  Boots-Oh,  watch  against  idleness  R:  a  self 


indulgent  Spirit— break  it  up— 

I  am  i  e  jo  iced  that  you  do  not  suffer  a  Nurse  to  touch  Eliza— they 

arc  the  ruin  of  children— my  precious  Bessie  was  very  much  injured 
by  them— 

Mrs  Stites’s  book  is  rccicved,  for  which  John  sends  his  most  grate- 
lul  thanks  he  R  Lax  i n la  speak  much  ol  the  kind,  sympathizing  man¬ 
ner  manifested  for  him  by  Mr  &  Mrs  States— 

Never  mind  Mary’s  writing— she  will  do  that  well,  as  she  does 
every  thing  else-all  in  good  time— She  is  a  precious  sweet  child — & 
a  comfort  to  us  all— Kiss  them  all  xvith  much  love  from  me— My  love 
to  Mr  B— tell  him  I  hope  he  does  not  depend  on  me  for  keeping  any 
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of  Doctor’s  account  right— T  tell  him  every  thing  &  feel  he  is  the 
Back  Bone  of  all — 

I  have  this  minute  reed  his  kind  favor  of  }une  127— my  birthday— 

1  was  Gi— an  old,  old  woman— with  more  care,  more  responsibility, 
5k  as  much  call  for  activity  of  hands  &  feet  as  1  ever  had  in  my  life, 
when  I  had  a  Strong  Arm  of  flesh,  to  share  or  take  all  responsibility— 

I  will  do  as  he  directs  about  Spillman  &  Jessup— tell  him  that  Gov. 
Fenton  will  take  out  of  the  $70  his  Fees,  &  send  his  A/c,  with  what 
Money  may  be  left  to  me— Tell  him  that  1  am  afraid,  if  I  put  out 
$2000  for  the  Doct.  it  will  put  me  in  such  a  close  place  that  I  shall 
have  a  snapping  head  8c  trembling  heart  for  the  next  four  months— 
G. Porter  has  just  got  home,  &  will  attend  to  putting  out  the  $1500, 
&  ask  him  to  chg  me  with  10  pet  Interest  on  the  other  until  1  get  a 
little  more  flush— &  just  as  soon  as  it  amounts  to  $1000,  1  will  have 
G.P  looking  out  for  investment- 

bell  him  Walker’s  bill  has  not  yet  come— when  it  does,  he  shall 
know  all— to  day  I  pd  $100  Can,  R.R.  See— $12.50  Side  Walk— 

Sarah  8c  all  hers  are  well— -My  kind  remembcrance  to  her  Mother’s 
family— Always  remember  me  with  affection  to  Mr  ik  Mrs  Baker  Jk 
Mrs  GrifFin— Do  try  R:  return  Mrs  Defea  t's  8c  Rennet’s  call— She  has 
been  treated  so  shabbily  by  Jane,  that  I  do  not  want  mine  to  do  so, 
too. 

With  much  love  to  you,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Detroit,  July  5,  1 853 

Dear  Son— 

The  rcct  of  money,  if  nothing  else,  always  drives  me  to  writing  to 
you,  for  lear,  if  I  omit  it  at  the  time,  I  may  forget  it— 

I  have  drawn  the  Coupon  $40— Yesterday  McKibbin  pd  me  $50— 
To  day  Howlet  pd  me  $59-78—1  have  written  to  Beecher  who  has 
Thompson’s  Agreement  Sc  heard  nothing  from  him— 8c  hearing  noth¬ 
ing  ol  thc  Atkinson  Note,  in  a  pet  I  sent  to  Lothrop  Sc  Duffield  for  it 
—I  was  mistaken  about  their  indorsement— The  note  promises  to  pay 


hIj  »  .J  ]vj]  >  if)  {  ji  >  n  Id  lf  )J  I—  lifjj.ir  .muo'on  r'lof  I  ' 

-If  1»>  moil  >1  )»:i 

1  lii •  ui-  .mu!  fo  lO'/i  l  buijf  I/JV7  vl  i  in  *.fl)  j  i: f  1  l 

.•(Si  ;«!i  Kpji  ,‘jti  )  i/ioffi  ffji  //— fuif riovr  f  llo  ')fo  rn.  idti./f 

/i/i  it-  f  n!  •  >1  }’•  )I  v.  <b;  •  I  1'  v  i  iJ  ;;  »o'|  1  i;  M  it: 

y;il  lb.  oq*  .i  If  .  •  J  loincfl*  o)  ffevfUo  .  t  u  )fi<vn£  i»  I  rrji! 
,7</i )  mill  iiiiri  *1  »  <jn^  jJ •%  rififliflK  i  moot,  v  ,  i,  •  -  ?coblliv#I 
si.  /f  ,j  7  i  hi.  fcvj'1  '  - -n  f  n  >  lli/r  tolnv 
nio  in  I  h  .  fix;  I  Juiii  imrf  ,  .  T-  -jni  oi  »]■  I  *j<I  /r.in  '(onul 

i  lx;/  I  j»  !i  -  ■  k'-.-Ij  .  r!.>u  n  I  tut?  tf*  v  1  ><  ( f  ■  '»  i 

hiiniii  fi  oJ  jxji  iii  fol  m/>'i  fi  idnu  j  br/iif  :m  |<p  w  i.  *>7t 
jfh  iu< ;  '  liijj’n  oJ  brrvlJfi  ff  //  v!  ,v  t?i/j  /i.  tvlio‘1  i 

i.  ;  •  f  linn  i  •  j  .  f  j  u.)  • »  ns  Mill  w;  oi  .  iir  jiu  (nl  >  <  «i  > «  Xt\. : 

//,.(  * i i v/  I  ,o  >oi  (<  gji.ijcwrii  -i  tn  nocv  <».  .  ij  ift-ibut)  j,  i  I 

-JfivirOavviTt  /oi  u.  » g.-tiiool  '■  I 

lfr.il*  vi l  t«  u!  li  njilv/-  jfiKD  Jvv  to  «i.  Hid  /r>  7  //  t  in.  llv  1 

-  -/IIkV/  *>bi<!  n^.:  i >!.>!  ,i  '<  *  7  !»q  j  /•:.!>  of*  7  u  \ 
<*'  r  o!/  >fi  »u  jdm^rrivi  *n  fi  iv/  /it  .  .i  1  ,  fli  u  ■ 

•:  7.  ■  f  ii/  ,  "i '  <  :  i !*  - 1 jv;  />  il  ■  •  rodin  f  *  . '  ylm  r 

«>;ai  vdK— Hi;)*'  in/il  •/  t'mivj  iM  (ini  j:  Jiy  iofl  itill  i»)  •  il 

iijoy  mm  uoy  oj  ovo  ibimi  dsi  If 
,  i  :>f  )M  vIcnoiJD  >FI A 

*  — 

— nod  n:v< 

ini  •  .m  r  ,  mil  »i’ i  i  .  }i  '  i  li  n  >1  ml  no 

28fl  Oil  <  ■))  ftvllhw  ;7BI'  !  -8^*  (>,  VI  I  bq  ivbfol  5  ’{!•!)  O  I 

i  i!  mo  il  gniffjofi  Ini  w  trivmvjtgA  2'uotqmod'i 

ii  n  i  bbiTma  Js  qoif  o.  I  oi  )rtv?  l-Jdtj  n,  ,  io  A  iiq/.i\lA\/.  vflHo’ir 

'  <  / 1  i  tit  [v;.  ii  1  Jn  mwionni  V.  m  dfiiivJrJ  im«  v/  ! 


STUA  II T  LETTERS 


to  Lolhrop  Dufliclcl— Sj  on  the  back  of  the  note  is  indorsed,  “Loth- 
rop  &  Duflield,  without  recourse"— I  think  the  whole  of  that  $2000 
allan  is  about  on  a  par  with  poor  Dr  &:  Mary’s  I  1  link  ol  Silver — Only 
niiiu  is  not  inexorably  lost,  blit  is  going'  to  be  very  troublesome,  Ik' 
not  much  of  a  gaining  transaction,  it  is  only  a  strengthener  to  my 
almost  proved  opinion,  as  a  general  thing,  avoid  business  transac¬ 
tions  with  nominal  lriends — "When  we  meet,  this,  with  my  many  de¬ 
linquencies,  shall  all  be  spread  before  you— Once  more  I  fear  you 
will  have  an  almost  Penelope’s  Web  to  unravel 

I’oi  a  week  previous  to  3rd  instant,  1  was  very  much  encouraged 
about  poor  John— his  night  sweats  had  entirely  ceased— Chills  en¬ 
tirely  ceased— cough  very  much  abated— no  fever— fine  appetite— &: 
exceedingly  chcerful-Slcpt  well  from  about  9  P.M.  until  5  A.M. 
when  I  am  always  at  his  Bed  side  with  a  Glass  of  Iresh  sylabub,  made 
by  having  the  cow  milked  into  a  tumbler  with  about  a  Table  Spoon¬ 
ful  of  Brandy  &  a  Tea  Spoon  I  id  of  Honey— but  lor  the  last  three 
days,  he  is  falling  oil  again— every  morning,  slight  chills,  very  slight 
lever,  depression  ol  Spirits— No  night  sweats— I  le  has  lost  r,  lbs.  flesh 
since  he  arrived  from  Pensacola  (about  (i  weeks)— They  were  to  have 
left  on  Saturday  for  L. Superior,  but  he  seemed  to  dread  leaving 
home,  but  now  I  hope  he  will  leave  next  Saturday  (qth  ins)— The 
Baby  is  quite  unwell,  I  think  it  quite  probable  that  1  will  go  with 
him  instead  ol  Lavinia— 

7th— To  day  it  is  decided  that  I  go  up  the  Lake  with  John,  Sc  La¬ 
vinia  stays  with  her  Babe— so  we  now  think  of  leaving  on  Tuesday— 

Last  night  CL  Porter  was  here— he  says  1  must  tell  Di  iggs  to  watch 
the  l’ax  sales  on  the  remaining  12th  of  the  McKinzie  Lot,  &  buy  it 
in,  else  we  may  be  intruded  on  by  some  troublesome  purchaser,  for 
the  youngest  heir  to  whom  it  belongs,  is  now  only  10  years  old— He 
says  he  will  do  the  very  best  he  can  with  Dr’s  Money,  but  at  present 
there  is  no  demand  “because  business  men  can  get  just  as  much  as 
they  want  from  eastern  capitalists  on  time,  at  f>  pet— Nevertheless 
now  &  then  there  is  a  call  for  Money  for  four  or  live  years— Yet  every 
one  thinks  that  Money  is  going  to  be  cheaper— 

Did  I  write  you  that  Zeigler  had  pd  up  all  his  dues  8:  taken  his 
Deed?  He  is  building  a  line  Store  on  the  Lot— 
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All  arc  well  but  poor  John  8c  child— she  is  a  little  sufferer—  1  be¬ 
lieve  that  her  lungs  arc  surely  injured  by  Whooping  Cough— her 
cough  is  still  at  times  truly  distressing— 

My  love  to  Rate  8c  the  dear  children— Kind  rememberance  to  the 
Taylors— always  my  allectionate  regards  to  the  whole  family  in  bond 
Street— 

With  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  from  your 

Allectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Spezia, 

July  io,  1853. 

Dear  mother  8c  father: 

I  received  Jessie’s  kind  and  welcome  letter  a  few  days  since,  and 
which  I  have  not  yet  answered,  but  as  she  writes  dear  mother  that 
you  are  sick,  and  you  also  dear  father  have  so  long  been  an  invalid. 
Duty,  as  well  as  my  own  feelings,  whisper  that  1  must  first  write  to 
my  parents. 

Our  cpiiet  lit  tle  Spezia  has  for  the  last  week  been  all  confusion  and 
excitement.  O11  'Tuesday  400  troops  arrived  and  011  Thursday  200 
toyal  guards,  and  on  Friday  the  Queen  with  her  suite.  It  is  her  first 
visit  to  Spezia,  and  every  preparation  was  made  in  honor  of  royalty. 
1  was  determined  to  see  all,  and  consequently  at  an  early  hour  took 
my  seat  by  the  sea  shore  in  company  with  thousands  of  others  to  wit¬ 
ness  the  arrival  of  her  majesty.  Guards  were  stationed  on  some  of  the 
highest  forts  to  hoist  flags  at  the  first  appearance  of  her  steamer, 
which  signal  was  followed  immediately  by  the  firing  of  hundreds  of 
guns.  On  the  wharf,  a  handsome,  arch  was  erected  surrounded  by  a 
circle  covered  with  flowers,  and  lamps  of  the  national  Sardinian 
colors,  blue,  red,  and  white,  inside  of  which  circle  rode  the  royal 
horse  guards.  The  whole  side  of  the  Avenue  from  the  circle  to  her 
palace  was  lined  with  her  troops,  standing  with  pointed  bayonets. 
First  came  t lie  queen’s  body  servants  in  crimson  and  white  livery, 
followed  by  a  very  elegant  carriage,  containing  the  Queen  and  her 
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mother.  I  hen  followed  two  carriages  containing  the  royal  children, 
and  maids  ol  honor.  As  the  carriages  passed -along  the  crowd  fell 
behind  shouting  and  cheering  “Long  live  our  queen".  At  the  door 
ol  her  palace  she  was  met  by  fifteen  little  children  all  dressed  alike 
in  tucked  white  tarletan  dresses,  and  silk  scarfs,  striped  with  the 
national  colors,  who,  falling  on  one  knee,  presented  her  with  a  mag¬ 
nificent  bouquet.  An  invitation  was  sent  to  me  for  Jennie  to  join 
the  children  which  civility  I  declined  thinking  it  best  that  only  the 
little  Italians  should  wear  the  Sardinian  scarf.  In  the  evening  the 
whole  town  was  illuminated,  all  the  public  gardens,  the  barges,  and 
old  lorts  and  castles,  the  sides  ol  the  mountains,  convents,  on  the  tops 
ol  the  highest  hills  some  sparkling  like  diamonds  with  their  numer¬ 
ous  lights.  It  was  a  beautiful  sight,  and  oh!  how  sincerel)  I  wished 
that  all  whom  1  love  were  gazing  with  me  on  the  same  beautiful 
scene,  but  “every  bitter  hath  it’s  sweet. 

Each  bloomingsmile  it’s  falling  tear.” 

It  would  quite  amuse  you  to  hear  Jennie  talk  about  the  Queen. 
\\  illie  calls  all  the  servants  in  crimson  and  white  livery  queens; 
vvlule  Jennie  endcavois  to  teach  him  that  there  is  only  one  queen  a 
“signora”.  Willie  says,  no,  no  mamma  is  an  Americano,  she  is  not: 


a  queen. 

I  am  expecting  my  Bob  in  about  a  week  from  Constantinople,  his 
letters  have  been  full  of  interest.  In  his  last,  lie  gave  me  a  descrip¬ 
tion  ol  then  visit  to  the  Grand  Sultan,  which  1  copy  for  you  my  par¬ 
ents,  giving  you  an  idea  of  an  Eastern  Court.  The  ships  were  all  in 
Constantinople.  On  the  night  of  their  great  feast,  called,  “Har- 


nerian”?  which  is  held  once  a  year  upon  which  occasion  the  mother 
of  the  Sultan  presents  him  with  a  beautiful  wife;  he  now  has  i>6o! 


l  hc  oflicers  were  quite  anxious  to  see  them,  but  they  seldom,  or 
never  are  permitted  to  go  outside  the  Harem,  and  as  no  person  is 
allowed  to  go  within,  of  course  it  was  impossible,  guards  always  be¬ 
ing  stationed  in  every  direct  ion.  But  enough  on  this  subject. 

Twenty-eight  American  oflicers  in  full  uniform,  cocked  hats, 
swords,  etc.,  each  mounted  on  a  horse  by  the  side  of  which  walked 
a  servant  in  livery,  rode  up  to  the  castle  of  the  Grand  Sultan.  1 1  ere 
they  were  received  by  guards  who  conducted  them  into  a  large  smok- 
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ing  room.  Twenty-eight  pipes  were  brought  in,  each  pipe  about  live 
feel  long,  resting  in  a  silver  pan,  the  mouth  piece  of  amber  with  a 
massive  ring  of  diamonds  around  the  center.  After  smoking,  collee 
was  brought  in  in  small  china  cups,  each  resting  in  another  cup 
completely  covered  with  diamonds.  Each  cup  was  valued  at  .Sgooo, 
and  each  pipe  at  $  1 000. 

Alter  collee  the  ( b  and  Vizir  made  his  appearance,  and  they  wet  e 
then  generally  introduced.  In  a  few  minutes  a  message  was  brought 
in,  the  Grand  Vizir  arose  and  bowed  for  all  to  follow  him.  He  con¬ 
ducted  them  through  a  handsome  flower  garden,  then  through  a  file 
of  guards,  and  then  to  the  Sultan’s  grand  palace,  where  they  were 
met  by  his  body  guards  in  elegant  uniform  who  conducted  them  into 
the  presence  of  his  sublime  majesty.  The  Grand  Sultan  met  them 
standing,  while  the  officers  formed  a  crescent  round  him.  1 1  is  dress 
was  of  dark  purple  velvet,  perfectly  plain  except  for  the  culls  ol  his 
sleeves  which  were  worked  as  thickly  as  possible  about  six  inches 
deep  with  diamonds.  His  collar  for  about  the  same  height  was 
worked  the  same  way  with  garnets,  emeralds  and  diamonds. 

After  a  few  compliments  which  lasted  about  ten  minutes,  the  offi¬ 
cers  all  backed  bowing  out  of  the  room.  They  were  then  conducted 
downstairs  into  the  grand  hall  of  the  Grand  Vizar,  where  they  were 
again  seated  and  sherbet  brought  in  in  large  glass  cups  with  covers. 
Each  servant  carried  over  his  arm  an  elegant  napkin,  one  end  worked 
very  heavily  with  gold.  After  this  they  rose  to  leave  when  guards 
were  ushered  in,  and  they  were  conducted  out  of  the  castle. 

All  this  is  very  elegant,  but  when  we  consider  what  a  miserable 
depraved  people  they  are,  it  is  melancholy. 

The  Minarets  are  high  columns  from  which  three  or  four  times 
a  day,  the  priests  call  the  people  to  prayers,  when  they  all  shout, 
“There  is  but  one  God,  and  he  is  God,  and  Mahomet  is  his  prophet.” 

But  my  sheet  will  be  filled  before  I  have  written  aught  concerning 
my  diamonds!  They  arc  indeed  all  little  treasures.  The  baby  just 
three  months  old  is  a  joyous,  bouncing  boy.  Willie  insists  upon  it 
that  the  baby  is  “cativi”  because  he  cries.  My  little  Jinny  comes  and 
coaxes  me  to  tell  her  stories  about  America,  and  at  such  times  the 
mother’s  heart  also  hath  its  awakenings.  1  tell  her  all  about  how 
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when  mania  was  a  little  tril  l 
\ve  have  races  together  on  the 
me  and  not  lear  me. 


,  she  used  to  leed  the  pigs!  Sometimes 
glass.  1  wish  to  have  my  little  ones  love 


1  leel  so  grieved,  dear  Mother,  that  you  sillier  so  much  and  I  can¬ 
not  be  with  you,  hut  1  lei t  it  my  duty  to  accompany  my  dear  husband 
to  Italy,  and  still  think  1  have  done  right.  I  he  home  ol  my  childhood 
is  very,  very  dear  to  me,  but  lor  the  present  a  desert,  if  the  resting 
place  ol  dear  Bob  is  my  home.  But  I  hope  my  letters  will  always 
prove  how  dearly  you  are  all  loved. 

\\  hy  do  you  not  write  often  to  me,  dear  hat  her?  I  have  only  had 
one  short  letter  lrom  you  in  nine  months!  So  1  am  sure  you  are  in 
my  debt  for  five  or  six  letters. 

Jinny  and  Willie  send  muc  h  love  to  Grandpa  and  Grandma.  Give 
much  love  to  Jessie.  I  will  write  to  her  soon  after  Bob's  return  and 
tell  hei  all  the  ship  news.  1  low  delighted  I  shall  be  to  welcome  him 
home  again. 

1  hope  soon  to  receive  a  good  long  letter. 

With  much  love  to  all,  not  forgetting  Mr.  Willis,  believe  me,  with 
much  alfection, 


Your  daughter, 


Ellen  Stuart. 


Eagle  Harbor,  Lake  Superior, 

July  '-b  53 

Dear  Son— 

Your  kind  favor  of  July  5  was  handed  to  me  the  morning  we  left 
Del.  is  why  you  have  not  heard  from  11s  since— I  cannot  understand 
the  detention  of  letters  between  Detroit  &  Morristown— You  date 
July  5th  &  say  mine  of  27th  till,  was  just  rccicvcd— only  think,  nearly 
as  long,  as  to  come  to  this  place  from  Morristown— 

The  reason  I  did  not,  as  was  first  intended,  send  Dr  Jackson’s  let¬ 
ter,  upon  reflection,  I  saw  that  you  would  get  no  new  information, 
than  that  which  you  got  from  Kate— was  only  reiterated,  accom¬ 
panied  with  Latin  prescriptions,  descriptions,  &.-c  evidently  only  in- 
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lciulc.il  loi  a  ( leal  exposition  oi  his  \’ ic \\'S ,  R:  reasons  lor  changing 
Drs  medicine  lor  Dr  Stewart— 

Ere  this  I  hope  you  have  reed  a  fuller  report  of  Can.  R.R.-the 
In  st  seemed  only  to  be  summary  of  it— since  1  sent  the  News  Paper—  - 
I  recieved  and  lorwarded  to  you,  in  Pamphlet  form,  a  full  report— 

I  .tin  glad  ol  the  extension  ol  I)r’s  §.joo,  but  he  loses  nothing — 
C.  Porter  says  it  is  hard  to  invest  Money  in  b.  &  M.  at  10  pet.— I  hope, 
however,  as  soon  as  1  have  a  thousand  of  the  Doc’s  beside  his  §1,500., 
to  invest  it  advantageously— I  shall  certainly  put  down  in  my  Tick¬ 
ler,  because  you  say:  it  will  be  so,  God  willing,  that  K.  baker  &  all 
hers,  will  be  with  me  1  1  November— I  do  not,  nor  cannot,  promise 
you  the  comforts  of  your  own  home,  nor  you  the  ease,  and  absence 
1 10111  business,  for  I  know  my  bungling  will  fret  you,  &  give  you  al¬ 
most  as  much  work,  as  when  you  undertook  the  business— Sure  l 
am,  you  will  often  say  to  yourself,  “  ’1  is  Dave’s  Mother”,  but  1  trust 
to  your  inexhaustible  patience,  Sc  poor  Kate,  will  have  a  respite  from 
care  R:  vexation  of  Servants— and  that  is  worth  shutting  up  house 
for  a  short  time— 

1  hope  she  will  be  able  to  make  the  Chancellor  R:  her  Aunt  com- 
1  orl able  R:  happy— 

I  am  always  happy  when  I  hear  that  your  father  has  been  on  a 
visit  to  Morristown,  it  assures  me  that  Kate  wears  well,  1  know  him 
so  well,  that  were  this  not  the  case,  he  would  only  occasionally  (for 
your  sake)  make  a  visit  of  a  day  to  your  family— for  at  his  time  of 
life,  the  noise  of  such  little  ones  as  yours,  becomes  agitating,  unless 
there  is  something  sufficiently  pleasant  to  make  that  not  sufficient 
to  be  even  noticed— 

Why  does  K— bother  about  preserves?  She  surely  will  not  want 
them  between  this  R:  November— 8c  not  at  all  through  the  Winter— Sc 
they  will  spoil  for  the  next  Summer— 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  R:  valuable  letter  to  John— Poor  fellow, 
he  seemed  very  much  pleased.  Sc  I  think  will  do  him  great  good— 

1  do  not  think  that  he  has  much  hope  of  recovery— Sc  reflects  much 
more  011  the  realities  of  Eternity  than  his  friends  suppose— he  I  think 
loves  the  conversation  of  a  certain  class  of  Christians,  8c  I  cannot  but 
hope  God  has  a  blessing  in  store  for  us— Oh,  it  is  sweet  to  know  that 
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as  a  Father  pittieth  a  wayward  child,  so  the  Lord  pittieth  them  that 
leat  him,  he  knows  L  pitties  all  our  iuhrmities — here  is  my  hope  for 
my  poor,  clear,  wavering  templed  yielding  John— In  Christ  alone,  is 
my  hope  lor  him,  and  in  the  arms  ol  laith  I  carry  him  daily  8;  leave 
him  at  his  feet— 

I  do  not  think  the  journey  to  this  place  has  benefitted  him,  it  is 
rather  soon  to  decide,  we  only  arrived  here  last  evening,  and  of 
course,  he  feels  the  fatigue  of  the  travel— We  left  on  Sat.  p— 8:  I  ar¬ 
rived  here  last  evening,  having  had  as  smoothc  and  beautiful  a  pas¬ 
sage  over  both  Lakes  as  ever  was  made— stopped  at  thedillerent  ports 
Marquette,  Copper  Harbor — &  moved  very  slowly,  so  as  to  give  us 
a  clear  8c  beautiful  view  of  the  Picture  Rocks,  went  as  near  them  as 
your  front  gate  is  Irom  the  back  part  ol  your  house— The  want  of 
the  commonest  comforts  of  life,  I  think  must  undo  all  the  good  that 
may  be  derived  lrom  the  pure  Air —  I  he  l'avern  is  interior  every 
way  to  Morse’s  in  Lockport— No  vegetables  of  any  kind,  rancid  But¬ 
ter,  very  little  White  fish— 8c  tough,  badly  cooked  Beef— 'They  who 
recommend  L.  Superior  only  do  it,  in  contrast  with  Boston,  N.York, 
or  Sea  Board,  if  they  would  say  Detroit,  they  there  blend  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  L.  Superior  air,  with  the  comforts  &  Luxuries  of  our 
Atlantic  Cities— Since  our  Arrival  here,  we  have  called  up  the  con¬ 
sumptive  whose  lives  have  been  made  comfortable  in  Detroit,  &  we 
find  a  great  many— 

Perhaps  you  are  both  surprized  to  lind  me  accompanying  John 
instead  of  I  .avinia— her  child  is  very  unwell— It  would  not  do  for  her 
to  take  it  with  John,  it  would  only  undo  all  the  good,  that  might  be 
rccievcd  by  his  journey,  and  she  is  not  calculated  to  go  through  such 
a  country  as  this  with  a  sick  husband,  and  /  am  not  able  to  have  the 
care  night  &  day  of  so  sick  a  baby  as  hers  is,  so  we  did  the  best  we 
could  under  existing  circumstances.  1  felt  sorry  for  Lavinia,  it  was 
natural  for  her  to  wish  to  be  with  her  husband— 8;  surely  much  more 
pleasant  for  me  (without  the  care  of  the  child)  to  remain  at  home— 
I  am  not  fond  of  traveling,  under  the  most  pleasant  circumstances, 
but  under  these  rough  circumstances,  1  would  at  any  other  time  have 
shrunk  from  them— 

John  to  day  is  very  languid— perfectly  prostrated  8:  rather  dejected 
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— 1  Ic  begs  to  be  affectionately  remembered  to  you  &  Kate  &  the  clear 
children— You  know  lie  is  too  feeble  to  write— The  pain  in  his  breast, 
lor  the  last  three  days,  has  been  worse— his  cough  no  better,  but  no 
recurrence  of  Night  Sweats— 

I  shall  write  you  by  every  opportunity,  which  are  not  many— My 
love  to  Kate— much  to  the  dear  children,  with  a  kiss— Kind  regards 
to  your  family  in  Bond  Street— Sarah  expects  her  Mother  &  family 
to  spend  the  Winter  with  her— Please  remember  me  to  them— 

With  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  from 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.K.S. 


Paid. 

Detroit,  July  22,  1  853 

Dear  Son- 

Yon  will  be  surprized  to  hear  from  us  from  Detroit,  where  we 
arrived  yesterday,  after  one  of  the  most  delightful  trips  across  the 
Lakes  I  ever  made— We  went  to  L.  Superior,  expecting  to  spend  some 
weeks  there,  but  John  sunk  so  rapidly  that  1  obeyed  Dr  Stuart’s  or¬ 
der,  “Mrs  Stuart,  if  you  see  that  John  gets  weaker  by  the  change, 
come  home  immediately”— I  do  not  think  it  was  so  much  the  climate 
as  the  want  of  nourishment— 1  think,  however,  when  he  gels  over 
the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  he  will  be  very  much  benefit  led— every 
one  says  he  is  looking  very  much  better— He  is  exceedingly  weak  8c 
rather  depressed— 

I  am  mortified  to  acknowledge  it,  but  1  have  either  misplaced,  or 
lost  my  “Tickler”— may  I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  tell  me  how  much 
Campbell  must  pay  on  1st  Aug.  8;  whether  Thompson  should  not 
have  pel.  $i>oo  instead  of  $100  of  the  principal  of  his  agreement— 8c 
how  much  will  be  due  from  Boland  8c  all  that  will  be  due  from 
Spillan  8c  Jessup— I  trust  I  shall  find  my  Book— 

1  am  really  distressed  about  poor  Kate’s  troubles  with  her  Servants 
I  wish  she  would  go  among  the  newly  imported  Germans  or  Nor¬ 
wegians,  I  think  she  might  be  prospered— I  am  really  afraid  that 
Margaret  will  be  injured  by  the  frequent  changes— It  has  of  course 
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marred  all  the  happiness  she  otherwise  would  have  had  with  her 
Aunt  Turner  &  Mrs  McMurran-My  love  to  her  &  tell  her  to  ponder 
upon  “Cast  thy  burthen  on  me”  &c— &  I  think  she  will  not  he  afraid 
to  pta),  that  hei  Heavenly  l"  at  her  would  order  all  her  household  X; 
send  hei  such  Servants  as  will  not  mar,  the  peace  ol  her  house — Such 
turmoil  is  ruinous  to  Soul  Sc  Body— 

My  precious  little  little  Eliza  must  be  troubled  with  worms— I  am 
told  they  often  affect  children  as  she  is  affected-Oh,  I  am  calculating 
so  much  on  the  benefit  all  will  derive  by  their  transplanting  lor  the 
winter— I  believe  nothing  conduces  more  to  health  than  change  of 
air— 

With  kind  regards  to  the  Bond  Street  family,  rememberance  to 
all  the  1  aylors,— Sarah  Sc  all  hers  in  fine  health— Accept  lor  yourself 
much  love,  from 

Your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Detroit,  J uly  28,  1 853 

Dear  Son— 

Altho  1  have  no  children  to  occupy  my  time  &  attention,  nor  even 
bad  Servants,  yet  like  Kate  I  live  in  such  a  Whirl,  that  writing  leis¬ 
urely,  seems  to  be  an  utter  impossibility— 

Your  favor  of  the  23rd  reached  me  yesterday— ere  this  you  have 
reed  mine  written  immediately  upon  my  return  from  L. Superior— 
I  cannot  but  hope  that  John  is  getting  better,  and  probably  from  his 
trip  to  L.  Superior— he  has  scarcely  recovered  from  the  fatigue  Sc¬ 
alier  our  return,  he  was  weighed  and  found  that  in  two  weeks,  he 
had  lost  two  Sc  a  half  lbs.— 

It  was  by  my  request  that  E.CAV.  wrote  you  about  Hills  division 
—I  am  glad  that  is  over— I  wish  old  Stocking  would  consent  to  do 
likewise— 

1  am  anxious  about  dear  Bessie,  I  wish  that  she  were  here— I  shall 
be  glad  when  the  time  comes  for  them  to  start  on  their  Journey— 
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I  think  the  trouble  with  them  all  is,  they  need  change  of  air— Poor 
John  is  really  distressed  at  Looe’s  losing  flesh,  he  says  he  was  “so 
anxious  that  I  should  see  him  in  all  his  strength  K  beauty”—l  trust 
that  they  may  be  spared  through  the  next  trying  lour  weeks— 

To  my  great  joy,  1  have  found  my  valued  'Pickier— so  you  will  be 
no  more  troubled  on  that  score— 

Mr  Duflicld  has  arrived  in  Philadelphia  and  is  expected  here  on 
Sat  in  day— And  alter  that,  I  expect,  begins  a  painful  expose— Yester¬ 
day  our  Ghh  was  sold  to  Chandler— So  now  it  is  lairly  out  of  our 
hands,  and  /  see  no  possibility  of  building  three  others,  and  sustain¬ 
ing  a  Minister  in  each,  as  is  contemplated— The  Fort  Street  Chh. 
will  certainly  go  a  head,  they  have  all  the  wealth  &  energy  of  our 
Congregation— but  an  effectual  door  is  shut  against  Mr  Dullield  in 
that  Chh— &  the  two  that  are  left  for  him  to  choose  from,  can  not 
(I  believe)  pay  him  the  Salary,  for  which  he  was  called— I  fear 
trouble,  but  it  is  the  Lord’s  cause  Sc  he  is  fully  able  to  take  care  ol  it 
—but  IJzzah  like  I  am  disposed  to  touch  the  Ark- 

All  are  well  and  send  with  me  much  love  to  you  &:  Kate,  Kiss  my 
dear  children  for  me,  and  ever  believe  me, 

Your  Af ft.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Fort  Croghan,  July  28th,  1853 

My  dear  Baker,1 

I  enclose  herewith  duplicate  Pay  accounts  for  four  months  which 
I  must  trouble  you  with.  The  amount  after  deducting  forage  is 
687.20.  With  about  $200.  of  this  I  wish  you  to  have  made  for  Kate 
a  Silver  Pea  Set,  and  when  it  is  made  present  it  to  her  from  me.  1  he 
usual  forms  in  this  case  (not  the  lorms  ol  the  articles)  must  be  dis¬ 
pensed  with,  as  it  is  the  only  mode  I  can  adopt  of  gratifying  myself 
by  a  present  to  her.  II  she  happens  to  have  a  tea  set,  get  something 
else. 

We  are  all  well,  and  have  been  enjoying  the  luxury  of  fires  for  the 
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past  three  days,  but  previously  we  have  had  a  succession  of  days  on 
which  the  sun  did  supersede  the  necessity  of  artificial  heat.  The  baby 
grows  like  weeds,  but  keeps  at  her  command  the  entire  household, 
besides  occupying  a  good  neighbor-woman  as  a  stated  supply.  She 
weighed  iG-14  lbs.  yesterday  when  she  was  three  months  Sc  twenty 
days  old. 

My  eyes  are  getting  decidedly  better,  and  I  hope  soon  to  be  able 
to  write  ad  libitum.  The  gouging  apparatus8  I  have  no  doubt  was 
very  beneficial  as  it  must  be  in  certain  cases,  though  1  am  far  from 
believing  that  all  blind  eyes  can  be  made  to  see  through  or  by  the 
cups.  The  spectacles  have  been  of  great  service. 

Remember  me  to  Kate  &  the  little  ones  most  affectionately, 

Ever  truly  yours, 

Geo.  E.  Turner 

1  Original  Letter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

-  At  one  time  there  was  a  suction  cup  that  was  applied  to  the  eye,  and  was  exten¬ 
sively  used  in  order  to  bring  more  blood  to  the  eye  by  negauAe  pressure. 


My  dearest  Sister,  no  only  dear,  for  you  do  treat  me  very  badly. 
You  were  very  good  until  recently,  but  now  you  do  not  write  me  half 
often  enough,  nor  enough  at  a  time,  my  only  comfort  is  in  getting 
letters  from  you  &  when  the  express  rider  arrives  without  a  letter 
from  you,  1  want  to  cry.  1  suppose  tho’  that  you  find  it  in  your  pres¬ 
ent  situation  very  uncomfortable  to  sit  still  any  length  of  time,  this 
may  be  a  little  excuse  for  you.  You  think  yourself  very  smart,  I  sup¬ 
pose  in  keeping  it  from  me,  but  you  can  not  do  it— for  l  expect  to 
hear  by  every  mail,  “Kate  has  another  daughter  born  Sec”. 

I  had  a  letter  from  mother  by  last  mail.  John  had  just  arrived,  but 
I  need  not  tell  you  all  she  wrote  for  you  of  course  already  know  all. 
1  rejoiced  to  learn  that  John  had  born  the  journey  so  well— How 
earnestly  do  1  pray  that  his  life  may  be  prolonged,  at  least  till  he 
shall  be  prepared  to  go.  1  fear  Mother's  health  will  fail,  fe  that  she 
will  not  be  able  to  take  charge  of  his  dear  baby — it  is  too  much  for 
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mother,  R:  still  what  else  could  be  done.  John  is  too  nervous  to.be 
where  there  is  a  sick  8c  crying  child.  1  wish  I  bad  it.— 1  would  do  all 
1  could  for  it— It  must  be  very  troublesome.  1  have  seen  several  chil¬ 
dren  affected  in  the  same  way  8c  never  saw  greater  sufferers,  than  they 
are  night  and  day.  Mother  bad  to  put  it  on  to  me,  she  wrote  that  it 
had  Salt  Rheum  $c  was  allected  just  as  I  was,  but  afterwards  said  Dr. 
S.  said  it  was  not— it  is  what  Drs.  call  “Crusta  Lactea”  R:  attacks  teeth¬ 
ing  children.  Dr.  Jackson  told  John  he  must  “set  his  house  in  order 
I  at  times  hope  he  may  yet  be  spared  sometime.  At  other  times  I  feel 
that  we  shall  not  long  have  him.  Poor  Ret  Dammett  (Mrs.  Harder) 
has  just  died,  8c  just  two  years  ago  she  was  in  Austin  R:  the  Drs. 
thought  she  might  not  live  three  months  or  might  two  or  three  years. 
She  died  I  believe  a  Christian— she  was  a  most  lovely  woman.  Where 
is  II.  Benson  (Mrs.  Perry)— is  she  to  live  at  home  or  keep  house? 

The  Dr.  has  been  long  wishing  to  make  you  some  little  present 
but  did  not  know  how  to  manage  it,  we  could  send  to  no  one  whose 
taste  we  could  trust,  so,  ungenteel  as  the  manner  is,  you  must  get 
along  with  it,  I  do  not  think  you  care  much  for  a  tea  set,  but  1  do, 
so  you  must  have  one.  I  told  the  Dr.  he  must  name  the  price  or  Mr. 
Baker  would  dislike  to  get  it— he  knows  nothing  of  the  price  of  such 
things  except  by  mine  8c  I  tell  him  that  for  the  sum  he  allows  you 
can  get  a  handsome  tea  {tot,  Sugar  bowl  R:  cream  Pitcher  Re  il  Mary  S. 
Baker  outlives  you,  it  is  to  be  hers,  remember— no  second  wife  shall 
have  it— let  us  know  soon  that  it  is  on  your  tea  table. 

That  music  &c  does  not  yet  arrive.  Kit  needs  it  very  much.  1  can 
not  go  any  further  in  her  instruction  book,— I  do  not  know  how. 
You  have  no  idea  how  cold  our  weather  is,  all  dressed  in  winter 
clothes  with  large  fires— I  have  so  little  time  to  write  that  I  have  to 
hurry  always— the  baby  will  be  held  8c  Frany  now  has  her,  &  all  her 
work  standing.  Your  Looe  never  was  more  troublesome  1  do  not 
say  much  about  going  home,  for  I  dread  the  breaking  up;  the  jour¬ 
ney  8c  perhaps  the  returning,  but  our  children  ought  to  go  home, 
they  arc  growing  “yher  hoos’’ — not  fit  lor  decent  society.  Kate,  I  must 
have  that  yarn,  1  sent  to  you  for,  for  I  can  get  none  for  the  baby. 

Give  our  best  love  to  the  children,  do  not  let  them  forget  us.  Do 
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you  ever  go  to  Brooklyn?  I  low  queer  it  is  that  they  have  never  writ¬ 
ten  me  about  Dick’s  marriage.1 

1  must  say  goodbye. 

(Mary) 

1  J  lie  Thornes  lived  in  Brooklyn.  Dick  Thorne,  whose  Him  wife,  Maii.i  Johnson 
1  home,  hail  died  Dec.  i  j,  1850,  had  married  for  the  second  time,  Sarah  C.  T.  Dennis 
on  I'eb.  6,  1 853. 


Detroit,  Aug.  G,  1853 

Dearest  Kate— 

A  good  steady  rain  gives  me  promise  of  a  day  bee  from  interrup¬ 
tion,  and  I  have  seated  myself  to  chat  with  you,  and  reflecting  on  my 
delight  in  getting  a  real,  honest  letter  from  you,  confirms  the  oft  re¬ 
peated,  “Blessings  brighten  as  they  take  their  flight”— I  once  fretted 
il  I  did  not  get  a  letter  as  often  as  once  a  week  from  you— Now,  one 
in  a  month  is  rccicvcd  with  so  much  delight,  that  it  quite  excites 
me— 

I  am  thankful  that  I  went  to  L. Superior— now,  when  dear  John  is 
gone,  should  I  outlive  him,  I  shall  have  no  regrets  on  that  score— 
I  he  Journey  was  too  hard  for  him,  he  is  no  better— he  gets  weaker 
every  day,  his  appetite  is  gone,  &  I  know  not  how  to  feed  him— he  is 
quite  dejected— his  poor  Babe  is  quite  unwell  with  dysentery— 

Now,  is  my  turn  with  Servants— I  can  sympathize  with  you— I  hear 
you  say,  “Ah?  why  does  not  Mother  pray?”— I  did,  8:  1  do— and  some¬ 
times  hope  that  the  two  I  have  got  may  have  been  sent  here,  to  listen 
twice  a  day  to  the  word  of  God,  and  learn  what  God  requires  on  his 
Sabbath.— I  am  afraid  that  they  are  neither  of  them  good  characters, 
yet  I  cannot  get  any  thing  against  them,  that  I  can  take  hold  of— 
Yet  I  pray  that  God  will  bring  all  to  light,  if  there  is  any  thing  to 
bring— The  Cook  is  just  such  a  neat,  clean  driving  thing  as  Cath¬ 
erine,  not  nearly  so  good  a  Cook— You  do  not  know  how  often  I 
catch  myself,  counting,  to  see  how  much  time  must  pass,  ere  we  all 
meet,  if  permitted— 

And  here,  let  me  lay  before  you,  my  three  arrangements,  for  you 
to  select  from,  or  suggest— 1st,  you  and  Mr  Baker  in  my  room,  a  little 
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1  Iammock,  for  Stranger,  beside  your  bed— In  the  little  room,  oil  my 
room,  Mary  or  Bessie  in  the  Bed  already  there,  drawn  from  under 
that,  a  Trundle  Bed,  in  which  1  put  Looe  Sc  Eliza— Mary,  or  Bessie, 
with  me,  in  the  room  at  the  head  of  the  Stairs,  Sc  Baby  in  a  hammock 
beside  you— or  your  old  room  up  stairs— 1  do  not  think  the  room 
there  will  at  all  answer— too  far  oil— too  fatiguing— Decide,  and  let 
me  know,  that  1  may  make  my  arrangements— 

Mr.  DuIIicld  arrived  Yesterday— has  just  left  here— he  looks  aston¬ 
ishingly  well— seems  in  fine  spit  its  and  I  think  is  going  to  be  an  in¬ 
structive  Teacher— he  seems  in  a  spiritual  state  ol  mind— he  related 
a  remarkable  instance  of  Providence  on  their  homeward  bound  pas¬ 
sage— For  four  days  they  were  enveloped  in  a  dense  fog,  but  lrom 
soundings  they  found  they  were  in  the  neighborhood  ol  the  Banks, 
&  of  course  moved  with  great  caution— suddenly  the  fog  arose  above 
them,  making  all  clear  for  seven  or  eight  miles,  and  to  their  horror 
they  found  themselves  running  hard  up  to  Sable!!  1  he  Capt.  said 
that  he  had  thought  they  were  away  to  the  South  ol  it;  an  hour  or 
two,  at  the  rate  they  were  running,  would  have  carried  them  clean 
upon  it!  After  they  had  got  safely  through  their  difficulty  and  under¬ 
stood  clearly  their  position,  the  fog  covered  them  again  and  encom¬ 
passed  them  for  some  days-said  that  fog  &  unceasing  rain  were  their 

portion  the  whole  passage  home— 

All  are  well,  and  send  you  and  Mr  B— 8c  our  dear  children  much 
1()VC— I  atn  delighted  that  you  could  have  a  little  comfort  with  Your 
Aunt  Jv  the  Chancellor- 

Do  not  be  hasty  about  your  Cook-If  you  decide  on  not  bringing 
her,  as  a  Nurse,  leave  matters  so  with  her  that  you  can,  if  you  please, 
have  her  on  your  return— You  will  not  do  better,  I  tell  you— 

Oh,  this  minute  dear  precious  Looe  s  Daguerreotype  is  put  in  my 
hands,  and  by  its  great  resemblance  to  Mary,  I  know  it  is  grand— 

1  thank  you  very,  very  much  for  it— 

Tdi  Mr.  B— that  since  I  wrote— Mr.  Streeter  has  pd  $23.75 — Sc 
W.  A.  Peters  $io.63-And  Can.  R.R.  has  returned  me  out  of  my 
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I  really  hope  I  shall  see  Judge  &  Mrs.  Turner— I  cannot  entertain 
them  as  I  should  wish  to— My  proud  heart  is  kept  in  good  &  right 
subjection— The  little  mortifications  which  I  am  daily  subject  to, 
are  no  doubt  sent,  to  keep  me  in  my  place— It  all  helps  to  make  up 
the  ordeal,  which  I  hope  will  accomplish  in  me  a  thorough  weaned- 
ness  from  Earth — 1  have  been  monstrously  proud  8c  Monstrously 
mn  bilious— all  arc  famously  hampered— 

I  am  rejoiced  that  you  are  in  such  good  health,  but  my  dear  Bessie 
&  Eliza  make  me  feel  sad— You  do  right,  to  let  them  have  full  recrea¬ 
tion  during  their  vacation— 

1  he  scene  with  Mrs.  Taylor  R:  Servants  was  not  endurable— The 
Lady  who  prayed  for  patience  as  a  Housekeeper  understands  the 
value  of  prayer— 

I,  too,  am  in  the  midst  of  Carpenters— Our  back  Gallery  is  unsafely 
rotten— And  all  the  roof  of  the  House  8c  Wing  are  to  be  taken  oil— 
Sc  some  new  plastering  done— 

I  shall  write  Mary  to  morrow— when  we  meet  1  will  tell  you  about 
my  Journey  to  L.Sup. 

It  is  dark  8c  I  can  hardly  see— Mrs  Led  yard’s  Lizzy  says— Never 
reed  a  letter  from  you— 

In  much  love,  8c  daily  prayer  for  you,  that  you  may  grow  in  grace 
8c  strength— 8c  add  to  your  faith,  pat  ience,  ever  your 

Affect ionatc  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Detroit,  August  13th,  1853. 

My  dear  Kate 

I  shall  attempt  no  apologies  for  my  silence,  not  because  I  have 
none,  but  because  I  have  so  many  that  were  I  to  commence  naming 
them,  I  should  fill  the  sheet  without  accomplishing  my  object:  in 
writing,  which  is  to  let  you  know  that  we  think  and  talk  of  you  daily, 
also,  to  inform  you  how  we  all  are. 

Although  I  consider  myself  least  in  importance,  still  I  place  my¬ 
self  first  in  this  case,  for  the  simple  reason  that  I  have  less  to  say  on 
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this  subject  than  any  other.  I  am  very  well  with  the  exception  ol  an 
occasional  headache,  and  a  constant  back-ache,  which  under  ordi¬ 
nary  circumstances  1  should  call  severe  ailments,  but,  as  the  case 
stands  1  hardly  feel  at  liberty  to  mention  them.  Little  Fanny  has  been 
very  sick  with  bowel  complaint,  abscesses,  and  a  variety  of  ills.  She  is 
better  now,  but  has  to  be  dosed  with  medicine  all  the  time,  so. that 
1  feel  completely  discouraged.  I  am  almost  sure  she  was  vaccinated 
with  bad  matter,  for  before  that  she  never  had  a  pimple  or  speck  ot 
any  kind.  Since  vaccinat ion,  she  has  hardly  been  free  from  eruptions. 

I  have  had  my  feelings  very  much  tried  in  consequence. 

John  was  very  greatly  injured  by  his  trip  to  Lake  Superior.  I  le  has 
been  much  worse  since  his  return  than  lie  was  before  he  went.  It 
threw  him  back  wonderfully.  He  lost  two  pounds  and  a  half  in 
weight,  lost  his  appetite  entirely,  and  lost  strength.  He  has  not  been 
“decent  ly  well”  (to  nse  his  own  expression)  since  he  went,  until  with¬ 
in  two  or  three  days  past.  He  is  just  beginning  to  ‘‘pick  up”  \  II  , 
and  feel  something  as  he  did.  Yesterday  he  felt  very  well  and  today 
the  same.  1 1  is  cough  continues  about  the  same— hard  and  dry  during 
the  day,  with  free  expectoration  every  morning.  He  docs  not  sleep 
at  all  at  night,  1  mean  as  other  people  sleep,  he  only  catches  two  or 
three  naps  during  the  night.  Sometimes  he  coughs  considerably,  at 
other  times  he  is  pretty  quiet.  He  lives  on  fruit.  We  scour  the  whole 
city  in  search  of  it.  1  unexpectedly  found  some  peaches  in  market  a 
week  ago  Saturday  morning,  the  first  of  the  season.  1  found  some 
beautiful  ones  night  before  last,  at  the  loot  ol  Woodward  Avenue. 
Different  friends  occasionally  send  him  a  dish  of  pears,  apricots,  or 
whatever  they  happen  to  have.  He  still  retains  his  taste  lor  plum- 
pudding,  ) nut-cuke,  blackberry  pudding,  etc.  He  anticipates  a  tieat 
when  you  come  in  the  pastry  line.  I  le  is  crazy  to  have  you  com e—not 
merely  on  account  of  his  appetite,  but  from  a  desire  to  see  you.  He 
says  every  day,  he  wonders  why  Kate  wants  to  put  it  off  so  late. 

Mother  is  quite  sick  and  fears  she  is  going  to  be  troubled  with  an 
enlargement  of  the  liver.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is  a  bilious  de¬ 
rangement,  which  she  has  not  taken  in  time  .  She  suffeis  vci)  ninth 
from  pain  in  her  side  and  left  shoulder.  For  two  nights  past,  she  has 
not  been  able  to  sleep  at  all,  and  during  the  day,  she  is  haidly  able 
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to  move.  She  will  send  in  this  a  part  of  a  letter  she  has  already  written 
to  Mr.  Baker,  but  which  she  cannot  now  finish. 

Onr  weather  is  terrible-so  hot  that  the  perspiration  will  roll  iiom 
one  when  peilectly  quiet.  Our  nights  are  as  warm  as  our  days,  we 
cannot  get  any  air,  and  just  barely  exist.  Oh!  it  is  almost  insupport¬ 
able.  Now,  while  I  am  writing,  I  feel  as  if  I  was  in  a  furnace,  and  the 
Hies  are  swarming  about  and  tormenting  me  almost  to  death.  My 
lace  pricks  as  if  some  unseen  spirit  was  sticking  needles  into  it.  Little 
fanny  is  so  broken  out  with  prickly  heat  that  she  seems  at  times 
almost  wild.  I  do  hope  this  weather  will  not  last  much  longer. 

I  hope  you  and  yours  arc  well  and  will  continue  so.  Is  it  generally 
healthy  in  your  part  of  the  country?  I  low  dreadful  the  mortality  in 
N. Orleans! 

While  John  and  Mother  were  at  Lake  Superior,  Dave  gave  a  large 
political  party  in  this  house.  Among  the  guests  was  Ilishoj)  LcEevrc!' 

Mr.  Duffield  preached  in  his  old  church  last  Sunday  morning  and 
evening,  to  crowded  audiences.  He  has  been  here  since  his  return. 
I  Ie  looks  a  great  dead  better,  and  says  he  I cels  ten  years  younger. 

Uncle  David  is  the  same.  You  have  no  idea  what  a  trial  he  is!  The 
other  evening,  half  a  dozen  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  here  call  in** 

.  °  O’ 

when  m  walked  the  old  man  with  nothing  but  his  shirt  on!  You  can 
imagine  the  excitement!  The  other  day,  he  became  mad  with  me 
and  slapped  me  in  the  face  three  or  lour  times. 

But  I  am  at  the  end  of  my  sheet  and  must  close.  Love  to  your 
children,  regards  to  your  husband,  and  believe  me  ever  dear  Kate, 

Yrs.  truly 

Lavinia. 

1  The  Roman  Catholic  Rishon. 


Detroit,  Aug.  irj,  1 8,53 

Dear  Son— 

I  am  ashamed  to  be  obliged  always  to  come  before  you  with  apolo¬ 
gies  for  my  scrawl— nothing  but  the  necessity  which  is  laid  upon  me 
could  induce  me  to  write  to  day— I  am  suffering  with  a  nervus  attack, 
which  incapacitates  me  for  any  thing— Not  sick,  for  I  went  to  Market 
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before  six— My  health  is  good,  except  head  ache,  head  light— hands 
trembling,  cold  feel,  k  throbbing  or  thumping  heart-1  believe  it  is 
drinking  Tea,  and  I  am  “almost  persuaded’’  to  give  it  np-lUu  busi¬ 
ness  must  be  kept  up— 

Tell  dear  lv  1  thank  her  for  her  letter  and  when  I  can  (it  ever)  sit 
composedly  to  write,  I  shall  write  to  her— I  notice  her  remark  about 
prayer— tell  her  it  is  not  as  trilling  to  ask  for  peace  through  our  Ser¬ 
vants,  as  to  ask  a  mountain  to  be  removed— God  has  taught  us  to 
carry  all  our  wants  to  him-Hc  is  our  pit  tying  Father-we  his  weak, 
silly,  tottering  children,  and  nothing  which  mans  our  peace  or 
orowth  in  grace,  is  too  trilling  to  lay  before  him— 

()Ur  dear  John  is  in  no  wise  better— on  the  contrary,  weaker— lus 
appetite  gone,  k  low  spirits-Their  Babe  is  quite  unwell- 

Yesterday  1  got  a  letter  from  Dr  'Thorne,  announcing  the  death 
of  Richard’s  wife- They  had  gone  on  an  excursion  to  Grcensport, 

I  I —When  on  their  return,  they  visited  all  his  relatives  on  the  Neck, 
was  paying  their  last  at  the  house  of  his  cousin,  John  M  itched— all  in 
health  iv  cheerfulness— She  retired  about  9  I\M.— Richard  sat  up  to 
read— About  eleven  she  awoke,  complained  ol  nausea,  k  soon  vomit- 
ted,  cramps  came  on,  &  by  medical  aid  soon  ceased,  and  she  slept  well 
until  two,  when  she  awoke  again  with  cramp,  k  was  again  soothed 
to  sleep,  at  four,  she  was  attacked  again,  k  very  soon  ended  in  death- 
john  &  Lavinia  unite  me  in  most  cordial  love  to  yourselt,  Kate  & 
children— Miss  Rockwell  has  gone  to  L.Superior  to  spend  part  ol  hei 
vacation— Uncle  is  in  fine  health-but  a  perfect  child-Not  at  all 
troublesome  except  occasionally  making  lus  appearance  m  the  Bai¬ 
lor— Sans  culotte  8:c.  .  0 

Sarah  and  all  hers  are  wcll-Please  remember  me  to  her  Mother  Y 

sisters-l  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  Boss  is  dcad-they  never  men- 

tion  him—  .  r  , 

Mr  I,cd yard,  who  is  at  Brighton,  has  had  an  operation  perfoi  met 

with  much  success  &  is  getting  better-1  .izzy  was  here  a  day  or  two 

since  her  Mother  is  with  her  luisband-1  asked  Lizzy,  il  bet  Mot  ici 

Pad  reed  a  letter  front  K-She  said  "No”-Would  you  have  known  tt 

if  she  did?”  “Oh,  yes,  I  know  she  never  did”.— 

After  my  enormous  Taxes  arc  pd.  and  one  or  more  heavy  Bills, 
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I  will  go  to  work  &  try  to  get  the  Dr’s  Money  to  getlicr,  so  that  it  shall 
he  kept  ready  at  a  Minute’s  warning— 

Oh,  1  trust  nothing  will  happen  to  prevent  our  meeting  in  the 
1  all  —1  am  alt  aid  to  think  of  it,  for  lear  of  some  sad  disappointment— 
Dr  writes,  “God  willing,  1  am  determined  we  shall  by  some  means 
all  meet  in  the  Spring— either  by  leave,  orders  or  resignation-1  hope 
not  the  last— 

May  God’s  richest  blessing  rest  on  you  and  your  house,  is  the  daily 
prayer,  with  much  love,  of 

Your  Affect ionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Evei 


make  my  affectionate  regards  to  the  family  in  Bond  Street— 


Aug.  27,  1853 

Dear  Son- 

Dear  John  is  like  a  flickering  Lamp— For  the  last  three  days  1  was 
all  aid  that  you  &  Kate  would  never  see  him  again —  I  oday  he  is  very 
bright  &  cheerf  ul— having  had  a  very,  very  easy  comfortable  night— 
Do  not  think  that  I  am  ill  enough  to  be  in  Bed — 1  am  about  house  & 
in  Company— cannot  go  out,  not  even  to  Chh. 

Love  to  all  &  much  to  yourself,  from  your 

Aflt.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


August  30,  1853. 
Spezia. 

My  dearly  loved  Mother: 

Captain  Goldsboro,  of  the  U.  S.  Ship  “Levant”  having  been  or¬ 
dered  to  take  charge  of  the  Naval  establishment  at  Annapolis,  leaves 
this  place  in  a  few  days  for  America.  He  would  take  this  letter  im¬ 
mediately  to  you  were  you  in  the  city,  and  it  would  gratify  me 


. 
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to  have  him  do  so,  as  he  is  one  of  the  most  polished  of  out  Naw 
Captains. 

It  saddens  my  heart,  dear  Mother,  to  know*  that  you  ate  ill  and 
I  cannot  be  with  you,  hut  such  is  life.  We  have  all  out  part  allotted 
to  us  here  below*.  It  is  not  my  part  to  tend  or  soothe  those  who  tit 
fancy  have  protected  me. 

1  know  how  much  you  would  love  to  eatress  my  little  boh:  his 
blight  face  and  merry  laugh  would  beguile  away  even  a  si<k  horn, 
ami  my  precious  Jennie  and  Willy  could  tell  many  a  long  story  of  a 
queen  and  her  noble  ladies,  that  would  delight  you  to  hear  Hut  all 
1  can  do  is  to  write,  and  I  hope  my  letters,  uninteresting  as  they 
truly  are,  to  a  fond  mother  are  a  source  of  pleasure, 

kite  ball,  given  on  board  the  "Cumberland''  was  magnificent.  She 
is  very  large,  and  long  decked.  Everything  was  cleared  away,  the  ship 
canopied  with  flags.  At  one  end  in  among  the  Hags,  in  ampluihc.tiiv 
fashion,  three  hundred  men  were  sealed,  all  dressed  entirely  m 
white;  the  poop  deck  at  the  other  end  which  is  raised  high  above  the 
rest  of  the  ship  was  decorated  to  represent  a  beaulilul  garden  with 
lounges  and  little  tables  in  among  the  trees,  with  ice  cream,  trt« 

1,  was  beautiful  to  stand  here,  and  gate  on  the  scene  below.  'loll 
could  hardly  imagine  it  was  on  ship  board,  it  looked  like  an  immense 
ballroom,  not  a  particle  of  woodwork  was  to  be  seen,  all  Hags  and 
pyramids  of  flowers.  The  chandeliers  were  formed  ol  pistols.  How ct  s, 
and  “old  tissue.  The  Cumberland  was  about  a  mile  Irom  the  shore, 
and  boats  beautifully  decorated,  each  manned  with  twelve  men  and 
two  officers  were  flying  back  and  forth  from  eight  to  eleven  I  In- 
ship  looked  beautiful  as  you  drew  nearer,  all  the  oilmen  had  then 
pans  allotted  to  them,  for  instance,  three  on  the  shore  committee 
three  reception  (bob  one),  three  music,  three  relreshmcnls,  t  nce 
illumination,  etc.,  so  that  everything  was  in  perfect  order 

All  the  Court  was  present,  with  the  exception  ol  the  Ovum,  m 

full  dress.  II  principe  Reale”,  the  heir  apparent,  was  dressed  m  mag 

nil', cent  lace,  glittering  with  diamonds.  Several  of  the  others  wee 
dressed  in  white  silks,  flounced  and  trimmed  with  white  vibe, 
which  were  very  elegant.  There  were  about  three  hundred  Sardinian 
and  American  officers,  in  full  uniform,  which  added  not  a  little  to 
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die  brilliancy  of  the  scene.  Several  consuls  were  resent  both  - 
jean  and  French,  all  in  uniform:  in  lact,  I  hardlv  think  there  v.ere  a 
dozen  in  j)lain  citizen  dress.  I  he  ollicers  were  anxious  :  #r  tn  Amer¬ 
ican  ladies  to  be  on  l>oaid  first  and  receive  their  guests  but  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  do  '•>.  I  wailed  as  late  as  pO'sihlc  to  nurse  m\ 
baby  the  last  thing  before  leaving.  I  he  fact,  de.u  Mother.  I  alwa’.s 
avoid,  if  possible  placing  imselt  in  an  awkward  ;*»iii  n.  ..nd  a^ 
reception  of  these  Italians  would  have  been  in  pnntoiuine,  1  pre¬ 
fer  led  not  exhibiting  in)  graceful  gesture-'  I  cannot  express 
gratifying  to  me  has  been  the  attention  which  1  nave  iecei\ed  f:  a 
some  of  our  first  officers.  1  he  day  before  the  ball.  >evcial  called,  and 
said  jestingly,  “now  Mrs.  Stuart.  \ou  are  our  pi  ide  on  board  ship, 
and  we  are  all  anxious  foi  the  sake  of  America,  that  you  will  appear 
particularly  well,  and  if  we  can  add  to  your  toilet  by  proeui  i-  iiow- 
ers,  or  anything  of  the  kind.  you  have  only  to  express  the  \.  :>h  The 
other  ladies  are  much  older  than  1  am,  still  the  wh- »le  eve:. it..;,  every¬ 
thing  was  done  to  push  me  forward.  When  supper  was  announced. 
I  was  asked  to  preside  at  one  end,  which  of  coulee  I  did.  Altc:  wards 
all  the  lost  articles  such  as  bracelets,  handkerchiefs,  cat  l  ings,  etc. 
were  brought  to  me  to  distribute  to  their  owners  You  k  ow  bow 
much  I  feel  such  little  acts  of  attention,  dear  Mother!  I  oi.h  wish 
that  I  were  more  worthy  of  them,  but  alas.  I  Iia\e  lieithei  intelli- 
.  nee,  beauty,  elegance  ol  manner,  oi  any  of  the  qualities  requisite 
to  shine  in  society,  in  fact  I  would  lather  shine  1  ’>  :  n  own  i;  re-side 
than  receive  the  hominagc  of  the  first  Noble  in  Kuroj*  1  Uc  n.  >t 
pleasant  horn's  are  passed  with  my  children.  I  would  delig*  t  in  re¬ 
peating  to  you  some  of  their  sweet  little  sayings,  but  at  present  v- ill 
only  speak  of  my  eldest.  Yesterday  1  was  explaining  n>  them,  that  if 
we  were  good,  when  v.e  die.  God  would  uu.ke  i  s  a:  geb  wnn  wu.gs 
in  heaven,  etc.  This  morning  Jennie  came  to  me  and  said  Mamma. 
1  don’t  want  to  be  a  bird.  Will  \ou  pra\  to  God  not  to  _i\e  r.e  wings 
and  make  me  a  bird,  but  tell  God  I  want  to  stay  with  you.’’  Poor 
little  innocent,  she  cannot  understand  that  in  heaven  >hc  would  b. 
far  happier  than  by  my  side. 

I  really  feel  hurt  Mother,  that  Father  does  not  wiite  to  me  My 
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letters  have  been  written  in  as  gay  a  manner  as  possible.  1  have  par- 
t  icnlai  ly  avoided  writing  the  least  thing  that  could  approach  to  com¬ 
plaining,  but  on  the  contrary,  have  written  every  pleasing  incident, 
anxious  for  you  all  to  consider  me  happy.  Therefore  I  am  sure  Lather 
cannot  be  o  Hen  tied  at  anything  1  have  written,  and  1  cannot  under¬ 
stand  the  cause  ol  his  silence.  My  writing  about  the  lleas  in  reply  to 
which  Lather  writes  he  hopes  1  will  soon  be  more  contented  was 
solely  in  sport.  It  is  true  that  I  am  in  the  midst  of  lizards,  fleas,  and 
mosquitoes,  but  1  do  not  allow  little  things  to  annoy  me.  1  have  writ¬ 
ten  to  Lather  repeatedly,  perhaps  he  has  not  received  my  letters.  1  do 
wish,  dear  Mother,  that  you  yourself  would  write  me  a  good  long- 
letter  and  tell  me  if  you  are  sick,  tell  me  all  about  your  suiletings, 
tell  me  of  all  your  annoyances,  and  then  believe  that  your  daughter  s 

heart  is  a  sharer  in  all. 

Monday  noon. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  received  a  letter  from  Father,  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  us  receipt.  Captain  Goldsborough  arrived  last  evening, 
and  leaves  tomorrow.  Captain  Turner  has  taken  charge  ol  the 
“Levant,”  and  sails  in  four  or  five  days  for  Constantinople.  Consider¬ 
able  dissatisfaction  has  been  expressed  on  account  ol  the  Commo¬ 
dore  leaving  when  he  did. 

1  wish  Mother  you’d  tell  Jessie,  I  could  not  imagine  what  little 
bottle  it  was  that  Bob  sent  her,  and  do  not  think  Bob  told  her.  It  was 
a  little  bottle  from  Napoleon’s  tomb.  As  the  workman  chips  oil  the 
pieces,  a  man  gathers  them,  carves  pretty  bracelets,  pins,  rings,  bot¬ 
tles,  combs,  etc.  They  are  quite  expensive,  and  I  only  bought  this 

little  specimen  lor  Jessie.  v 

Father  writes  me  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  Jessie  making  her  ,  . 
Give  my  love  to  all  the  family  at  Fernside.  I  wish  Jessie  would  con- 
timic  to  write  to  me.  I  hope  dear  Mother,  this  letter  will  had  you 
much  better  in  health  and  spirits.  If  1  ever  write  aught  that  is  dis¬ 
agreeable  in  my  letters,  only  give  me  a  hint,  Mother,  and  1  will  cai  c- 

fully  avoid  doing  so  again. 

1  received  this  morning  a  letter  from  Bob.  1  hey  expect  to  return 
here  in  about  two  weeks.  1  think  of  you  all  every  Sunday.  It  is  so  sol- 
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dom  I  can  attend  Church,  only  when  the  “Cumberland”  is  here. 
They  have  a  Chaplain  on  board,  and  boats  are  sent  lor  us  ladies  regu¬ 
larly.  It  is  quite  an  imposing  sight,  men  and  musicians  on  one  side, 
and  officers  on  the  other. 

1  he  last  Sunday  the  Cumberland  was  in  Spezia,  I  was  the  only 
lady  on  boat  d.  1  he  other  ladies  had  then  husbands  home  with  them, 
but  it  as  Hob  s  day  s  duty,  and  as  they  were  to  sail  at  one  in  the 
mot  ning,  I  was  happy  in  having  a  lew  hours  that  1  could  spend  with 
him.  1  he  sermon  was  very  allecting,  mentioning  that  e’er  the  dawn 
ol  another  day',  hearts  would  be  clouded  in  sorrow,  lor  they  would 
be  separated  from  the  strongest  ties  of  earth. 

I  would  like  to  have  been  in  some  quiet  spot  listening  unobserved, 
but  as  I  was  in  the  most  conspicuous  place  in  the  ship  between  the 
Commodore  and  the  two  Captains,  I  was  obliged  to  appear  as  stoical 
as  usual. 

I  hope  you  will  have  patience  dear  Mother  to  read  this  long  letter 
through,  remembering  the  distance  it  came  and  that  the  writer  is 
your  affectionate  daughter, 

E.  E.  Stuart. 


Love  to  Father,  Jessie,  Mr.  Willis  and  all  inquiring  friends. 


Detroit,  Sept.  5,  1853 

Dearest  K— 

You  may  in  truth  say,  as  Mary  falsely  says,  that  I  write  to  her  with¬ 
out  ever  referring  to  her  letters— For  the  last  lour  weeks,  writing  has 
been  such  a  task  that  1  have  hurried  it  through  in  the  swiftest  man¬ 
ner— I  now  only  write  for  two  things— one  is  to  keep  Mr  H— posted 
up,  for  he  must  not  trust  me,  he  will  find  things  in  sad  condition 
from  his  systematic,  Mathematic,  septate  S:  rule— the  other,  to  urge 
you,  if  Mr  B— approves,  to  come  on  before  your  confinement— 
I  know ,  that  you  will  not  have  things  nearly  as  comfortable  as  in  your 
own  house,  but  like  your  Mother,  you  can  submit  to  inconvenience 
Sc  want  of  comfort— But  when  I  think  of  your  traveling  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  an  infant,  1  fear  you  will  give  up  the  Visit— Do  reflect  how 


/.  n:\  v  \  :\a  -\  u.’i  v  t 


iJijdinaO''  a\s  uadvi  vino  trl  >ttol,  :  buails  nr.)  !  tn  !’ 
|  sit  ••<>!  jn  j/c  <rli;od  !»f‘  '»'(w*U  no  iMfiujiiii  J  u  JVRil 

•  . •  10  ,ii-  Jtn  !iil;  i  ir  !'!'.;<•  ,,.;iiroc|i.;i  in.  <*•’  ';l 

.'uil  o  ji f  f  i to  >  Jinn 

<  ii  n  i'.n. ■  •'  jf 1  f  / *  K  *  *.. /  ),  i  ■  ,.i  1  , 

•  tioil  A  ii'  tlr'!  1 '  ».jfh  I)  >’  3  fi-:  in  r<  d  r  o  j  bfil 

,i  >i,m  i,  i’  v  -i  ''  •fjrti  B  i  R  J ' '  *'(■  ’■  '■  *'  <r  11  :  J'' 

f II  ti  »>i  bill'  .4  [  i  r  ./'»(  ->•;  rti  /i  ;J  m  'BV/  l 

J  /  i  ,  ;>•.  .u  *  U  ><  •  1/  i^iiio?  fit  (iv  "  •,  i)  f>J  vX\  1  tiik- f  I 

,  i/  ;<j  j{!}  i  j  n  Ir  -  ton  <i  vtio>  i?.oi  wh  (ii  s.i'.'h  1  f.i  Hid 

jt  it  /j.  u,>jcji,  i)  >i“ilrlo  St.//  »  ,*iii /  .'■-(-'  !)  ov/ J  or! :  'it » *  oobouiK  .) 

•' '.U*.  I  . 


i  i)  :  !  •  <  .  !)■!  I :  ‘  J  i  It.  •  i  i  i  i  /.'  U- ;7  •']<  '  I 


fir’  /j'<  i  . .  lii,.  M  v  '  ,t  >■  *‘.'l  or  •  ! 


- 1  117/  o)  Ml//  l  Ii.  h,  .  /  U  /;  l' Hi  Jt  Yttlli  I 

!  H  '  I<  i  ■  I  '  I  f  ■  't  .  :  1  '  /  -J 

-fiRiti  m  mI  ni  luioiiri  )i  foorn./d  !>/ul  I  rrfj  ,  i  r,  ii  ug  nr  d 

1.  >1.  H  ft/.  rjJ  i  /.  iffO-  >;>■:  >  -1  071 J  JO*  t  /  I.  O  7/0  *  I  >(! 

ik,  I  (si  Ii  bivl  ji)  -r  jrl  .  iiu  ohm  it  t  m  u  jil  id  ,qu 

•  J  r  i  j  )  >'  :o!  jd  no  *)'  »j  «»J  ■ //•  ■  •  .(<)  a— !  i  .1-.  ,i/0( 

<•  i  I/2K  {hi.  nil  >  i,rl  to  ;  I  iw  r  >{  ■  «( - •  - \ 

*!  !  Ol  '  III  ■  M  '<f  'J  i.K  ’  ,V.  K  'I  ’  :  ,  >'  :  •  ir  ■ 

I  A  >  J  (Il  -I  r  !•  /  J  !  /  'Iki;  ':■)  i  '  i  '  //  I  •  J  'i'  I  *,  tfiV/  J, 

I  .  i  :  1  ■  Jii  f  ‘J'lj  4  II  .  r>  ,  i  v //  i  ■ .  '  f  .  . *t  <11.  . 


.S'  T  UA  R  f  L  E  T  TE  R  S 


much  more  easily  you  can  come  on  now  than  with  that  additional 
care— &  let  me  bring  all  plainly  before  you— think  of  carrying 
Diapers  about— with  no  chance  of  changing  them— then  the  harass¬ 
ing  fatigue  of  a  young  infant-Now,  Looe  &  Eliza  will  take  all  yours 
&  ‘i  Nurse’s  watching,  the  other  two,  Mr  B— ’s— Pack  up  sewing  & 
everything  &  come  right  olf— before  any  Gales  on  the  Lake- 

Poor  John  is  certainly  no  better,  nor  do  1  think  that  he  is  any 
worse— I  le  is  impatient  to  have  you  come— l)o  not  wait  for  your 
confinement— 

1  am  ashamed  of  my  letter,  but  I  can  do  no  better— 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  Sept.  15,  1853 


G.  Porter  will  look  out  for  a  good  investment  for  One  Thousand 
more— he  says  he  “wishes  it  were  for  Five  Thousand— lie  could  make 
a  good  investment  at  1  o  pet  for  ten  years”— 

Enclosed  you  will  find  Chk  for  One  Hundred  Dollars,  which 
please  give  Kate— I  wish  she  or  her  friends  would  buy  for  me  an 
India  Rubber  dressed  Doll  for  each— Mary— Bessie— Eliza— Marion— 
Sarah  &  little  Fanny— of  course,  different  dress,  else  we  shall  have 
contcnsion— A  Man  Baby,  or  else  something  more  manly  for  I.ooe 
—  Please  bring  them  on  with  you— And  for  the  coming  Stranger, 
Spoons  to  the  value  of  Ten  Dollars,  or  any  thing  else  Kate  wants  & 
bring  me  the  Bills— Should  we  be  permitted  to  meet— 

I  first  thought  of  sending  you  Gotheal’s  A/C  to  look  at,  but  you 
were  coming  so  soon  I  thought  better  not— 

John  &  Lavinia  send  you  much  love— Poor  John  seems  impatient 
to  see  K— he  fails  very,  very  fast— He  is  in  a  most  delightful  state  of 
mind,  very  patient,  but  I  think  a  great  sufferer— I  trust  you  will  both 
make  him  a  subject  of  your  daily  prayer— that  Satan  may  have  no 
dominion  over  him,  but  that  he  may,  being  under  the  light  of  the 
God's  reconciled  countenance,  have  that  peace  which  the  world  can 
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neither  give  nor  take-May  God  in  liis  infinite  Mercy  Sc  love,  have 

you  X:  your  household  in  his  holy  keeping— with  much  love  lor  you, 

is  the  daily  prayer  of  .  fr  ... 

1  our  Aflectionate  Mother 


E.E.S. 


Detroit,  Sept.  22,  1853 

Dear  Son,  this  is  some  ol  Doty’s  delinquencies  coming  to  light — 
1  low  oltcn  Mr  Stuart  has  written  him.  “1  beg  you  will  attend  to  see 
that  my  1  axes  are  kept  pd  — that  week  ol  his  death,  1  heard  him 
express  to  James  Doty  his  dissatisfaction  with  his  father,  because  he 
would  not  answer  his  letters  and  give  him  some  information  of  his 
business— When  1  came  down  the  Mississippi,  he  took  me  by  the 
shoulder  and  pointed  out  some  Land  to  me,  and  said,  "There,  Mamy, 
is  some  of  your  fortune”,— I  said,  "Oh,  horrid,  it  w  ill  never  be  worth 
a  dollar”— Me  said,  "1  suppose  not,  it  is  some  of  Doty’s  w'isdom”— 
Not  feeling  much  interest,  I  pd  little  attention,  but  1  got  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  it  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ft,  for  1  said,  "Why,  half  of  it 
is  under  Water”— Had  Doty  better  be  written  to  about  it?  Simply 
asking  him  if  he  has  kept  the  Faxes  pd?  Evidently  you  can  see  that 
the  letter  is  cautiously  written  Sc  that  the  property  is  becoming  valu¬ 
able.  1  Iowever,  it  is  rather  presumptuous  in  me  to  suggest  any  tiling 
to  your  clear  head— Will  you  write  to  Doty?  Or  Council  me  what  to 
do,  if  you  please— 

John  fails— all  are  well  Sc  unite  me  in  love  to  you  &  K—  Kiss  my 
dear  children  for  me— it  is  wicked,  but  oh,  how  1  wish  it  were  near 
14th  November— 

Your  Affectionate  Mother 


Detroit,  Sept.  23,  1853 

Dear  Son— 

When  I  last  wrote  you,  John  seemed  very  ill— I  really  feared  that 
he  would  not  live  many  days— for  the  last  three  days  he  seems  like 
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a  cl i  11  erciiL  being— the  weath.cr  is  clear  Sc  cool,  and  seems  to  revive 
him— Ins  appearance  now  is  very  cheering,  he  seems  stronger,  quite 
cheerful,  and  a  line  appetite— lie  rides  out  every  day,  and  we  think 
is  very  much  benelitted  by  it— 

All  the  rest  are  well— I  trust  ere  this  dear  little  Looe  is  well— 
John  &  Lavinia  unite  me  in  love  to  you  &  Rate— Sc  for  me,  kiss 
every  child— May  God’s  richest  blessings  be  yours,  My  loved,  my 
valuable  Son,  the  blessing  ol  the  light  of  his  reconciled  countenance 
rest  on  all  yours,  is  the  dayly  prayer,  of  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Detroit,  Sept.  i>y,  l853 

My  dear  Son— 

To  tell  you  that  1  participate  with  all  my  heart  in  the  joy  that  a 
de.tr  lilllc  "Kate"  1  has  been  introduced  in  this  world  of  turmoil,  joy 
8c  sorrow,  were  needless— You  know  that  all  your  joys  Sc  all  your 
sorrows  are  mine,  and  with  thanksgiving  &  deep  gratitude,  I  lilt  my 
bean  to  our  God,  for  having  so  happily,  so  kindly  dealt  with  our 
Kale— "When  her  heart  was  stricken,  and  the  spirit  ol  us  all  cast  down 
to  the  Earth,  by  the  removal  of  our  little  household  Lamb,  how 
loudly  our  1  Icavenly  Father  proclaimed  anew  his  promise,  “My  lov¬ 
ing  kindness  shall  not  depart  from  you’’  and  here,  in  place  ol  her, 
1  send  you  the  long  desired  Son— And  now  we  count  on  Fai  th  again 
four  sweet  little  girls!  Oh,  may  they  be  so  trained,  that  they  will  be 
early  luted,  to,  when  called,  join  their  angel  Sister  in  swelling  the 
Angel  Choir— Kiss  the  already  loved  one,  with  all  the  others,  for  me 
and  tell  Mary,  Bessie  and  Eliza,  that  they  must  take  great  care  of  her, 
Sc  as  soon  as  she  is  able  to  travel,  to  bring  her  to  see  Grand  Ma— Kiss 
Kate  for  us  all,  with  our  love  to  her,  8c  our  united  congratulations 
trusting  that  she  may  improve  in  strength  daily— 

1  did  not  get  your  letter  announcing  the  event,  I  suppose  it  will 
arrive  in  the  course  of  the  week— 

John  for  the  last  week  is  under  Homeopathic  treatment,  8c  is  de- 
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cidedly  much,  very  much  improved- We  have  much  to  be  thankful 
lor,  we  arc  all  in  good  health— 

It  is  late  at  night-With  much  love  to  you,  I  bid  you  a  good  night 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

FI’S. 

k.iic  Sin. ut  Baker  was  born  at  Morristown  September  uG,  i<Sy;. 


Detroit,  Oct.  1st,  1  8,yt 

Dear  Son— 

As  1  expected,  last  night  your  few  lines  of  the  eventful  idtth 
reached  me-the  same  Boat  brought  Mr  Ferry,  whom  1  did  not  see, 
having  been  at  the  funeral  of  F.  N.  Wilcox’s  only  daughter  ol  q  years 
old— 

I  trust  that  the  dear  Kates  are  increasing  in  strength,  &  that  the 
others  are  all  well— Love  &  a  kiss  for  all  — 

Our  dear  John  is  decidedly  better,  is  mending  very  last,  his  cough 
is  better,  no  fever,  little  or  no  night  sweat,  R:  much  stronger— the  rest 
all  in  excellent  health— 

Kind  regards  to  Mrs  Taylor  and  family-all  at.  Sarah’s  are  well, 
and  apparently  very  joyous  and  happy— and  so  tire  we,  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  once  more  having  you  all  under  our  roof— I  appreciate  fully 
your  Kindness  R:  self  denial,  in  making  so  great  a  sacrilice  to  please 
me— but  when  I  am  gone,  not  one  of  you  w  ill  regret  having  done  it, 
1  will  never  beg  the  favor  again,  in  all  probability  it  is  the  last  time 
that  Kate  will  ever  visit  her  Mother— The  hope  of  seeing  her  really 
seems  to  sustain  John,  who  with  Lavinia  unite  me  in  love  to  you 
both— 

Our  City  is  alive  with  all  kinds  of  People— Morse  Racers— Fair 
Visitors— Burgalers— Incendarics  R:c— Magraw’s  house  just  above  us, 
R:  apparently  stouter  house  than  ours,  has  been  entered,  &  while  he 
&  his  wife  slept,  cast  out  of  the  room  where  they  were  sleeping 
watches,  pocket  Books,  Keys,  &  Money,— &  only  found  out  in  the 
Morning  that  they  had  been  visited— 
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Always  remember  me  kindly  to  all  in  Bond  Street  (No.  <j)— 
W  ith  much  love  to  you,  ever  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Fort  Mason  October  5th  1 8rg> 

M y  dear  Mother1 

W'e  h.ave  been  in  our  new  home  a  week2  and  are  nearly  “to  l  ights”. 
Our  join  ney  was  performed  in  four  days  through  a  mountainous  and 
wild  legion  remote  from  civilization  though  interesting  in  a  high 
degree.  1  feared  that  Mary  wotdd  die  of  fright,  but  she  disappointed 
me  greatly,  and  really  enjoyed  the  trip.  During  our  first  night’s  en¬ 
campment  she  acted  as  sentinel  for  a  while,  but  seeing  no  sights  & 
hearing  no  suspicious  sounds,  went  to  sleep  like  a  sensible  woman. 
Before  our  journey  was  concluded  she  made  up  her  mind  that  living 
in  the  woods  was  the  only  way  to  live  comfortably,— no  rooms  to 
sweep,  no  floors  to  scrub,  no  beds  to  make  up,  no  clean  clothes  to 
put  on,  nobody  to  call  when  suckling  the  baby— nine  tenths  of  the 
troubles  of  life  abated. 

W'e  met  neither  Indians  or  Lions  on  the  way,  the  weather  was  all 
we  could  ask  &  the  only  trouble  was  in  crossing  Colorado  Jk  Llano, 
which  happened  to  run  swift  8c  deeper  than  was  dcsireable,  making  it 
necessary  to  keep  our  feet  on  the  seats  of  the  carriage  which  was  par¬ 
tially  submerged.  Wre  started  with  4  dragoons  as  an  escort,  3  wagons 
8:  an  ambulance.  Bob  8c  a  hired  man  increased  our  effective  fence  on 
horse  back.  Mary,  Kitty,  Baby  &  Erany  rode  with  me  in  the  carriage, 
Bob  acted  as  cow  driver  to  our  2  milch  cows  with  their  calves,  which 
were  brought  for  the  baby’s  benefit,  but  which  after  swimming  the 
Colorado  safely  8c  behaving  well  all  night  in  camp,  broke  away  in 
the  morning  for  parts  unknown,  leaving  us  milkless  and  out  of 
pocket  2  cows,  reducing  Miss  Bessie3  to  crackers  &:  water  which  she 
seemed  satisfied  with  fortunately. 

Our  quarters  arc  superb  comparatively,  and  the  site  of  post  most 
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picturesque.  Mrs.  May4  is  a  very  pleasant  woman,  and  Mary  likes  her 
much.  1  he  Coin,  lives  in  considerable  style  and  entertained  us  on 
our  arrival  most  hospitably. 

1  his  is  the  Headquarters  ol  ynd  Dragoons,  so  ol  course  we  have 
the  band,  which  is  a  most  desirable  appendage  to  a  military  post. 
Mrs.  May  is  a  most  finished  pianist.  Our  plunder  will  reach  here 
probably  in  a  lew  days  (that  is  all  that  remains  behind)  including 
the  Piano  which  I  fear  will  have  its  nerves  lacerated,  or  be  water 
bogged  in  crossing  some  of  the  rivers. 

hob  has  been  very  sick,  but  is  now  out  of  bed— Before  leaving  Fort 
Croghan  1  gave  him  permission  to  go  to  Austin  and  entrusted  some 
business  to  his  care.  He  started  on  horseback  while  the  weather  was 
very  warm  and  was  as  thinly  clad  as  possible— while  absent  he  was 
caught  in  a  norther  8c  sullcrcd  from  cold  and  rain.  On  his  return  he 
was  a  little  indisposed,  but  started  the  next  morning  with  us  on  our 
journey  to  this  place  and  rode  every  day  without  complaining.  On 
our  arrival  he  ate  a  quart  or  more  of  wild  plums,  had  a  chill,  and 
then  cholera  morbus,  and  concluded  with  dysentery,  which  put  him 
to  bed.  lie  is  now  improving,  and  I  hope  will  be  entirely  well  in  a 
lew  days.  Kitty  is  in  fine  health,  and  wilder  than  an  unbroken  colt— 
she  wants  regulating.  Mary  is  in  fine  health  8c  Bessie  thrives  like 
weeds.  We  arc  anxious  to  hear  from  you,  and  particularly  of  John, 
but  I  fear  our  letters  will  be  delayed  by  our  change  of  post,  as  there 
is  no  communication  between  this  place  8c  Croghan  8c  our  letters  will 
have  to  be  sent  back  to  Austin  to  be  remailed. 

I  have  written  this  in  a  hurry  for  we  are  yet  in  some  confusion. 
Mary  would  have  written,  but  the  express  will  be  off  soon,  and  she 
is  at  Colonel  May’s  spending  the  evening.  Kitty  has  been  threaten¬ 
ing  for  some  days  to  report  her  mother  to  you  for  bad  conduct,  but 
she  too  is  not  at  home— I  have  now  definitely  resolved,  Deo  volente, 
to  apply  for  a  leave,  to  take  effect  about  the  middle  of  April.  Mary 
is  anxious  to  see  you  all,  and  the  children  demand  attention.  1  be¬ 
lieve  I  told  you  that  Mrs.  May  is  a  daughter  of  George  Law  of  N. 
York,  the  great  steam  boat  man.  She  is  entirely  unostentatious,  and 
a  most  acceptable  companion  for  Mary,  barring  her  age— no  years. 
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My  paper  is  a  good  deal  longer  than  my  letter,  but  yon  must  excuse 
my  hurried  manner,  and  foolscap.  Remember  us  all  affectionately 
to  John  and  all  and  accept  my  assurance  of  love  &  respect 

Your  truly  Sc  affectionately, 

Geo.  F.  Turner. 

Dear  Mother,  The  Dr.  will  not  send  this,  unless  I  write  a  line,  which 
1  declare  1  will  not  do,  for  you  never  write  to  me,  but  he  looks  wise, 
&  says,  ()  if  your  mother  were  to  die,  how  you  would  feel.  1  can  say 
no  more  than  he  has,  R:  have  no  time  il  I  would— I  am  anxious  to 
hear  of  dear  John0  R:  Kate,0  much  love  to  my  dear  brother  R:  his — 

Your  affectionate  daughter 

Mary 

1  Original  letter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Duusmoor  Clark. 

-  Dr.  Ccorgc  franklin  Turner  was  ordered  to  Fort  Mason,  Texas  Aug.  ao,  1833, 
and  an  i veil  there  Sept,  a.j,  1853. 

Miss  Bessie  was  the  baby,  Elizabeth  Emma  Hillings  Turner,  born  April  8,  1853  at 
Fort  Croglran. 

1  brevet  Colonel  Charles  A.  May,  and  Dragoons,  commanded  the  post  at  Fort 
Mason. 

john  Smart  was  in  Detroit,  dying  of  tuberculosis.  He  died  in  bis  mother’s  house 
On.  a 7.  1833. 

°  Kate  Stuart  Baker’s  baby,  Kate  Stuart,  had  been  born  in  Morristown,  N.J.  Sept, 
ati,  1833  al|d  the  mother,  died  there  of  puerperal  fever  Oct.  1833.  News  was 

slow  in  reaching  Texas. 


October  6-tj,  1 853. 

Dear  brother  and  sister 

The  task  too  painful  too  heart  rending  is  left  me,  to  tell  you  of  the 
deep  allliction  with  which  we  are  overwhelmed.  Dear  kale  our  lov¬ 
ing  sister  is  dead!  think  of  it.  Can  you  believe  it?  dead  my  heart  is 
broken,  do  not  blame  me  that  I  do  not  give  you  details  which  l  have 
had  no  ear  for  myself.  1  only  know  that  my  eyes  have  gazed  upon  her 
loved  face  oh!  so  cold  so  white,  and  she  is  dead!  1  implored  her  I  1  el t 
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she  must  waken  to  me  no — no  she  was  dead,  done  with  us  forever, 
gone  1 1  om  us,  c  ut  oil  in  the  spring  ol  1  i I e,  withdrawn,  oh  does  it  not 
seen  cruelly  from  all  her  attachments,  her  children,  her  hopes,  her 
enjoyments,  from  life. 


She  isas  in  health  and  very  light  hearted  an  hour  before  her  con¬ 
finement  with  a  daughter  a  week  ago  last  Tuesday-after  the  birth 
(wliuh  was  represented  as  a  very  easy  one)  she  was  doing  well  until 
Thursday  night  when  she  suffered  a  chill,  succeeded  by  fever.  Friday 
site  was  alarmingly  ill,  Saturday  better,  but  at  night  suffered  a  re¬ 
lapse,  on  Sunday  Dr.  Cheesman1  (N.Y.)  was  called  in  and  encouraged 

'  '  o 

them  that  her  chances  ol  recovery  were  good,  on  Monday  she  seemed 
better  and  some  of  them  thought  her  out  of  danger!  Sull  -  came  ox  er 
on  Monday  and  staid  with  her  till  she  died,  never  leaving  her  side. 
Monday  night  again  she  relapsed.  I  uesday  morning  she  knew,  as 
they  all  saw,  she  was  beyond  hope  or  human  aid,  but  she  had  suffered 
and  was  enduring  great  torture,  extreme  pain,  was  very  restless,  but 
perfectly  collected,  as  intelligent  as  she  ever  was  and  died  at  i  T/i  M. 
.jth  Oct.  not  as  Mortals  die,  but  as  if  inspired  with  a  faith,  a  hope, 
an  intrepidity  of  Divine  origin!  All  were  amazed!  such  a  death  was 
never  witnessed,  such  spiritualized  love  and  loveliness,  such  inspired 


faith  and  confidence,  such  Divine  courage  and  fortitude,  perfect 
resignation,  a  fearless  longing  to  embrace  her  Saviour,  whom  she  saw 
‘waiting  to  receive  her”.  “Oh  in  an  hour,  a  brief  hour”  she  said  “my 
disembodied  soul  will  rejoice  in  the  presence  of  its  Saviour,  and 
I  shall  meet  my  sweet  child  in  I  leaven,  and  my  dear  father,  and  t  urn- 
ing  to  Sull,  my  sweet  aunt  Maria”  she  continued  (in  reply  to  Sull) 
dear  Kate  haven’t  you  one  little  message  to  send  to  your  uncle 
Thorne?  (almost  exhausted)  ‘‘Give  him  my  love  tell  him  1  will  meet 
him  and  aunt  Maria  in  Heaven.”  ‘‘Give  my  love  to  all  in  Brooklyn, 
to  aunt  Jane  and  aunt  Nelly,  tell  them  1  have  no  feeling  in  my  heart 
against  them.”  ‘‘Tell  mother  not  to  be  disappointed  and  mourn  that 
we  could  not  be  together  this  winter”  (as  soon  as  she  was  through 
her  confinement,  they  were  all  going  up  to  spend  the  winter  in  De¬ 
troit,  a  pleasure  she  looked  forward  to  with  all  the  earnestness  of  her 
enthusiastic  nature). 
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When  the  conviction  on  Tuesday  came  home  to  poor  Baker’s 
mind  that  she  must  really  die  he  was  of  course  appalled,  stunned, 
almost  slupilied,  he  had  no  conversation  with  her  of  consequence, 
she  was  too  weak,  too  distressed,  no  chance  for  messages  to  any  of  us. 
Oh  l  wotdd  have  given  up  everything  in  life,  if  we  could  all  have 
been  by  her  side  to  cheer  her  heart  by  our  embrace,  one  kiss  from  her 
dying  lips,  but  it  was  not  permitted.  Friday  Baker  telegraphed  us 
that  she  was  dangerously  ill,  on  Saturday  that  she  was  better,  the  last 
message  we  received  first  on  Saturday  night,  no  boat  leaving  on  Sun¬ 
day,  we  could  not  start  till  Monday  morning  in  "Mayflower”,  at  t  ived 
here  (mother  and  self)  on  Wednesday  morning  24  hours  after  her 
death.  We  met  old  Mr.  Baker  on  the  Jersey  City  Depot,  while  we 
were  waiting  lor  the  cars  to  start,  and  from  him  there  first  learned 
the  fatal  news,  poor  mother  was  overhelmed. 

Dear  Rate  expressed  a  wish  that  Dr.  Duffield  might  preach  her 
funeral  sermon,  he  was  sent  for  at  Cine  innatti,  where  he  happened 
to  be,  and  will  be  here  by  Monday  or  Tuesday,  the  funeral  will  be 
on  Wednesday,  her  remains  are  kept  in  ice,  and  can  be  fully  pre¬ 
served.  She  will  be  placed  for  the  present  at  least  in  Baker’s  vault 
here  by  the  side  of  her  dear  little  Fan.  Baker  and  the  children  will 
ret  in  n  with  11s  to  Detroit  for  the  winter  at  least,  and  I  hope  to  have- 
dear  Kitty  and  her  baby  (Fan)  removed  there  as  soon  as  possible. 

Boor  John,  my  dear  Bob,  is  very  very  sick,  /  think  he  will  not  live 
thro  the  winter,  his  is  a  very  fatal  case  of  rapid  violent  consumption, 
he  is  cheerful  and  has  fears  I  think,  but  does  not  realise  his  danger. 
1  wish  you  were  home,  if  you  wish  it  write  me  at  once  at  Washington 
and  I  w  ill  try  to  get  you  ordered  home.  1  shall  go  to  Washington  by 
the  middle  of  November. 

With  my  best  love  dear  Nell  and  Bob,  believe  me  your 

a  H  e ct  ion  a  t  e  brother 

D.  Stuart. 

1  Dr.  John  Cummings  Cheesman. 

"  l)r.  John  Sullivan  Thorne,  son  of  Dr.  Thorne  &  Maria  Sullivan,  sister  of  E.  E. 
Stuart. 
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LETTER  WRITTEN  BY  WILLIAM  C.  BAKER  TO  A  ERIENI),1 
GIVING  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  TIIK  DEATH  OF  HIS  WIFE,  KA  TE  STUART  BAKER, 
OCTOBER  ,j,  1853,  AT  MORRISTOWN,  N.  }. 


My  Dear  friend, 


Detroit,  Oet.  25th,  1853. 


As  you  have  desired  to  know  the  particulars  of  the  illness  &  death 
of  my  beloved  wife,  1  will  endeavour  to  meet  your  wishes  with  as 
correct  an  account  as  the  excited  state  of  my  mind  will  enable  me  to 
give.— On  the  u6th  Sept,  she  gave  birth  to  our  little  Kate  at  .\  Vi  l'.M. 
—at  which  time  &  during  the  next  night  &:  day,  she  was  (juitc  as  well 
as  usual  under  the  same  circumstances  8c  no  danger  was  dreamed  of, 
when  suddenly,  she  was  seized  in  the  middle  of  the  second  night  with 
a  hard  Ague,  which  lasted  a  long  time  and  was  followed  by  a  raging- 
fever,  with  inflammation  &  acute  pain— She  was  bled  copiously  by 
her  physician,  by  which  she  was  comparatively  relieved— but  in  the 
alternoon  a  second  bleeding  became  necessary,  after  which  she  was 
nearly  free  from  pain  but  on  the  following  morning  the  Doctor 
deemed  it  advisable  to  take  more  blood,  which  removed  all  pain  &: 
we  then  supposed  that  all  that  was  now  necessary  was  to  raise  her 
from  the  prostration  consequent  upon  the  depletion.— 

On  Friday  (30th)  we  were  much  elated  at  the  prospect  of  a  recov¬ 
ery— but  our  hopes  were  dashed  by  a  relapse  in  the  following  night 
8c  on  Saturday  morning  she  was  again  suffering  intensely  from  pain. 
This  however  was  subdued  by  the  application  of  leeches  &  in  the 
afternoon  she  was  once  more  comfortable.— In  the  evening  Dr. 
Cheesman  came  out  from  New  York  in  consultation  8:  after  approv¬ 
ing  in  every  particular  of  the  treatment  of  the  case,  gave  it  as  his  opin¬ 
ion  that  on  the  whole  the  chances  for  recovery  were  rather  favorable 
than  otherwise.— Through  Saturday  night,  Sunday  and  Sunday  night, 
though  weak  &  exhausted  she  appeared  to  be  nearly  or  (juitc  free 
from  pain  &  was  taking  opiate,  to  quiet  the  imitative  fever,  which 
was  more  or  less  on  her  all  the  time.— 

On  Monday  morning  she  was  much  better  8c  I  trusted  that  she  was 
now  about  to  recover— But  through  the  day  she  became  restless,  very 
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much  disturbed  with  nausea,  suffering  more  or  less  pain  is;  evidently 
going  back— In  the  afternoon  she  slept  soundly  &  naturally  and  we 
hoped  that  she  would  wake  up  much  better— The  night  however 
proved  to  be  a  very  bad  one  for  her— The  inflammation  8c  pains  te- 
t urned  in  their  full  violence  &  as  she  had  been  depleted  8:  blistered 
to  the  lull  extent,  no  remedies  could  be  resorted  to  for  relief  or  nut i- 
gation  except  opiates  &— poultices,  and  in  the  morning  by  8  o’cloc  k 
it  was  evident  that  the  dreadful  close  was  near  at  hand— 

She  sent  lor  Mrs.  Stiles  with  a  request  that  she  would  stay  with 
her  all  day— Shortly  after  she  called  me  to  her  side  &  said  “Did  1  not 
tell  you,  I  could  not  live?’’  (she  had  said  so,  on  Saturday  morning 
when  in  pain).— In  a  few  moments  she  exclaimed  as  il  speaking  to 
her  i  ll  “What  an  unprofitable  life!”— On  Mrs.  Stiles’  entering,  she 
said  to  her  “Do  you  know,  I  am  going  to  leave  you?”  and  to  all  of  us 
who  were  standing  around  her  bed  “1  want  you  all  to  be  praying  that 
mine  may  not  be  the  hypocritical  hope  which  shall  perish  when  God 
shall  take1  away  his  soul”— She  appeared  now  to  be  most  of  the  time- 
in  prayer,  with  her  hands  clasped— Soon  she  repeated  with  a  distinct 
voice— 

Begone  Unbelief! 

M y  Saviour  is  near 
And  for  my  relief 
Will  surely  appear 

Though  dark  be  the  way 
Pain  Thou  art  my  guide 
'Pis  mine  to  obey 
Tis  thine  to  provide. 


She  then  called  for  her  Children  8:  addressed  them  with  startling 
earnestness  saying  to  Mary— “Mary  my  Child,  do  you  remember  that 
verse  “W  hen  my  father  8c  my  mother  forsake  me,  then  the  Lord  will 
lake  me  up”.— Teach  it  to  Bessie  &  to  Hoddic"  &  to  Looly  8:  to  the 
little  one”— To  Bessie  she  said  Bessie  “Do  you  not  remember  that 
Mamma  told  you,  that  some  day,  she  might  lie  there  8c  will  you  go 
sometime  8c  look  at  Mamma?”  “Always  remember  8c  love  me”.  To 
her  Mother  she  sent  this  message— “Tell  her  to  come  soon— She  is 
spared  to  be  useful— for  she  is  more  useful  than  1  am”.  “  1'ell  her  not 
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to  Mourn,  that  we  do  not  go  to  Detroit”.  To  Mr.  Townley’s1  ques- 
t tuns  wliethei  she  could  trust  hcrseli  in  the  hands  oi  Jesus,  without 
any  doubts  or  misgivings,  she  answered  promptly  in  the  affirmative 
&  0,1  lus  asking  if  she  had  any  message  for  the  Church,  she  replied 
"  1  ell  them  to  work  while  it  is  da y”.— 

She  sent  lor  Margaret  (cook)  R:  told  her  “she  had  been  a  faithful 
girl  and  that  she  must  forgive  her  any  thing  she  may  have  ever  said 
to  hei  that  was  harsh  or  irritable  adding  1  wish  to  die  in  peace 
with  all  the  world”— During  most  of  the  time  she  appeared  to  be  in 
prayer  &  shortly  belore  her  death,  she  exclaimed  “Soon  I  must  ap¬ 
pear  belore  my  God  naked,  a  disembodied  soul”— “I  have  lived  but 
a  lew  years,  but  I  have  had  much  comfort”.  1  o  me  she  said  “1  have 
only  one  request  to  make  R:  that  is;  that  Mr.  Duffield  shall  officiate” 
—I  said  to  her  “you  will  soon  be  with  your  father  &  our  little  Fan”. 
I  Ier  face  brightened  &she  said  “yes”— adding  “and  Aunt  Maria  your 
Mother,”— turning  to  l)r.  Thorne— 1  She  looked  at  me  with  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  sorrow  R:  commiseration  &  pointed  with  a  circling  ges¬ 
ture  with  her  finger  to  Heaven— I  kissed  her  farewell  &  said  “We 
will  meet  again”.  At  1  TA  P.M.  Oct.  ph  she  ceased  to  breathe  k  began 
to  live. 

Mr.  Duffield  came  from  Detroit  R:  officiated  on  the  mth  Oct. 
preaching  from  the  Text  "To  die  is  gain”.  After  consigning  her  re¬ 
mains  to  the  Vault  I  k  my  Motherless  children  returned  to  our 
dreary  home  to  mourn. 

(William  Baker) 

1  Original  owned  by  Kale  Bui  well  Lowry. 

-  1  li/a  Baker,  her  daughter. 

:t  Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Morristown,  N.J.  from  Dec.  1851-Feb.  1855. 

4  l)r.  Richard  Van  Wyck  Thorne,  husband  of  ‘‘Aunt  Maria”  (Maria  Sullivan 
Thorne)  sister  of  Elizabeth  E.  Stuart,  and  aunt  of  her  children. 


Fort  Mason  Texas  Nov.  9th,  1853 

My  Dear  Brother,1 

My  letter  of  the  4th  was  written  as  you  know  immediately  on  the 
receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  the  overwhelming  trial  which  God  has 
visited  on  us.  Would  that  I  could  say  a  word  that  might  relieve  a 


;*«!  .  i'll  vn  jfi  *  t^iol  mini  bnc  !r»s 

>  I  lib  m  ii.i  lit  to  iwtti.il  *v*i  inch  Toil  c»j 
\  *  j  1«  >nin  ynhiid-'  bho/r  orb  (Ir.  ftiiv/ 

*  bmolrlyttd  35tl  nl  I 


STUA  11  T  LETTERS 


577 


pang  of  sorrow.  My  heart  is  with  you  in  your  irreparable  loss.-  Our 
Sainted  Sister  was  peculiarly  dear.  I  loved  her  and  honored  her,  1 
love  and  honor  her  memory.  The  tears  of  sympathy  may  be  a  solace 
but  the  crowning  consolation  is  the  assurance  that  she  has  triumphed 
over  death  and  the  grave  and  lias  exchanged  a  world  of  sin  and  sor¬ 
row  for  one  of  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.  T  his  thought  fully 
realized  must  control  our  grief,  must  help  us  to  penetrate  the  dark 
cloud  which  overshadows  us  and  see  light  and  joy  beyond.  We  can 
go  to  her,  but  she  cannot  return  to  us— The  separation  is  but  for  a 
little  while.,  the  transfiguration  on  the  mount  gives  us  the  consoling 
assurance  that  we  shall  meet  &  recognize  in  heaven  the  dear  ones  who 
have  gone  before  us.  May  we  feel  assured  that  the  afflicting  provi¬ 
dence  under  which  we  mourn  has  been  sent  in  mercy,  and  may 
a  111  ict  ion  draw  us  nearer  to  God,  and  thus  nearer  to  her  for  whom  we 
weep.  May  the  God  of  love  &  mercy  support  you. 

Very  sincerely  Sc  affectionately  yours, 

Geo.  F.  Turner. 


Wm.  G.  Baker 

My  much  loved  Brother.  To  write  you  a  long  letter  would  be  out 
of  in)  power,  neither  would  1  attempt  to  offer  you  consolation,  lor 
l  need  that  myself.  You  who  know  how  dearly  I  loved  my  sister  need 
not  be  told  how  bitterly  1  mourn  for  her.  Judge  of  my  horror  &  sus¬ 
picion  when  the  Dr.  came  to  me  while  I  was  yet  in  bed  &:  told  l  must 
prepare  mysell  lor  awful  news.  I  exclaimed  Mother,  Kale— yes,  Kate 
my  Angel  sister  had  left  me;  O  can  it  be  that  1  shall  never  see  her 
again  or  receive  from  her  one  ol  her  much  loved  he  highly  prized 
letters.  The  only  consolation  I  can  line!  is  in  the  firm  belief  that  she 
is  better  off— but  would  I  not  have  her  back  ii  I  could;  yes,  1  know 
1  would— &  alt  ho  1  do  not  rebel,  I  cannot  yet  see  the  aflliction  as  1 
should— you  left  alone  &:  her  little  children  motherless.  O  that  1  could 
be  with  you,  that  1  might  be  of  some  use. 

1  shall  long  to  see  you  all  in  the  Spring,  painful  as  the  meeting 
will  be.  1  rejoice  that  you  can  bow  submissively  to  the  will  ol  God 
&  say  even  so  Father  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight — I  thank  my 
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God  that  I  was  absent — I  would  have  valued  one  parting  kiss,  but 
l  believe  my  heart  would  have  broken-1  have  often  told  the  Dr.  that 
l  believed  it  would  kdl  me  to  hear  ol  her  death.  1  can  say  no  more — 
That  God  will  bless  you  &:  not  leave  you  comfortless,  &  that  he  will 
have  in  his  holy  keeping  t  hose  precious  children  ol  my  idolized  sister 
is  the  prayer  of  your  much  attached  sister 

Mary 

1  Original  Letter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

“  Kate  Stuart  Raker  died  of  puerperal  fever  in  Morristown  Oct.  .j,  iS.yj. 
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